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Attraction

I
Shamkhal
Valley,
Village:
The
Paradise
inIran’s
Khorasan

L3 ."}

Named after the
borderline town
of Shamkhal
in province of
Khorasan Razavi,
northeast oflran,
Shamkhal Valley
coils through the
ups and downs
of fractures and
canyons of the
mountains.

Being a paradise
lost, the valley has,
still, preserved its
unique pristine
morphology and
composition.
Having a
pleasurable
mild weather,
the valley is also
characterized by
its elevated walls,
mild flowingriver,
wild vegetation,
etc. Surrounded by
walls, itisasifyou
aretreadinginthe
corridors ofnatural
fortress.

Located in
Tandoreh National
Park and 18
kilometers long,
its entrance is
very close to the
village and there

is a seasonal
shallow river
flowing; as you
advance through
the valley, due the
natural springs and
beautiful waterfalls
ineach fractionand
corner, the river
expands and turns
intoawhitewater
river.
Uponarrival to the
entrance, the scent
of walnut mixed
with the dampness
of the rocks give
you effervescence.
Movingahead, you
cansee thevaried
vegetation in the
valley as well, a
combination of
wild raspberry,
shallot, milkvetch,
wild barberry
shrubs,and herbs.
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You Will Fallin Love With These
Mosque Wall Art Designsin Iran

S R N e

Amongthearchitectural masterpieces of Iran that

attract the mostvisitors are the mosques. The

intricate designs mesmerize the eyesand define

the perfection, symmetry,and beauty of mathand

geometry. Here, Culture Trip explores some of the

mostexquisite mosque wall artdesignsin Iran with

whichyou’re sureto fallinlove!

Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque
Esfahan’s Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque is known forits defiantly
off-center dome, lack of minarets,
and cream-colored interior tiles
thatshiftcolorsasthe sun moves
throughout the day. Blues and
greens dominate the walls, but
the most eye-catching feature
isarguably the dome, which has
arabesque designsthatgetsmaller
and smallerastheyapproachthe
center, makingitthe focal point of
attention.

Jameh Mosque

The site of a fire temple some
900 years ago, Jameh Mosque
now comprises part of Yazd’s
skyline with its twin minarets
measuring 52 meters (170.6
feet).Swastikas, which symbolize
infinity, timelessness, birth, and
death, are hidden among “Ali”
written in Kufic script. Together,
they surround the mosque’s
dome, covered in stars. Along
with the turquoise honeycomb
tiled walls, more Kufic script,
and plasterwork, the artin this
mosqueisratherdizzying, giving
visitors plenty toadmire and their

cameras even more to capture.
Nasirol-MolkMosque

When visitors to Shiraz step into
Nasir ol-Molk Mosque, they not
only step into a kaleidoscope,
buttheyalsobecomeapartofit
as the morning sunlight shines
through the orosi, stained-glass
windows and reflects on the
visitors themselves. Known as
the Pink Mosque, owing to the
considerable amount of various
rose-colored huesthatdecorate
theinterior, it’sarguably the most
beautiful mosque inIran and the
most memorable. The stained-
glass windows, mosaicwalls, and
carpeted floors make the entire
mosqueatrue masterpiece ofart.
Imam Mosque (Shah Mosque)
If Nasir ol-Molk is the
kaleidoscope of mosques, Imam
Mosque would be the jewelrybox.
Yellow, green, and the signature
blue-coloredtiles dominate the
wallsand ceilings of Imam Mosque
in Esfahan. Revered forits Islamic
calligraphy, symmetrical arcades,
and lofty domes, you might
need tolie down on the floor to
comfortably contemplate each
design lest you get neck pain.
Between the grand hall proudly
displaying its mosaics like a
peacockspreadingits wings, floral
arcades, and unique designs on
eachdome,you’llhaveahard time
pickingyour favorite spot.
Fatima Masumeh Shrine
Fatima Masumeh Shrine in Qom
has some stunning patterns that

will make visitors stand a while
longer outside before entering. In
addition to the varying geometric
patterns and florals which
appropriately have a feminine
touch, each nook of the ceiling
holds a different motif. Though
Qom is not on most travelers’
itinerary,astop atthis mosque to
witness the breathtakingartina
serenesettingisamust.

Vakil Mosque

Located to the west of Shiraz’s
Vakil Bazaar, the eponymous
mosque may lack the sparkle of
itsneighbor, Nasir ol-Molk, butit’s
exactly the neutrality ofthe simple
brickwalls and ceilings thatallow
the mosaics to pop outeven more.
The courtyards, porticos, nooKks,
and distinguishing 48 columns
of the prayer hall will also give
you plenty more to explorein this
delightfully understated mosque.
Shah Cheragh

Located in Shiraz, Shah Cheragh
gives visitors a somewhat
different, yet equally exciting,
experience than other mosques.
This building is a mosque and
tomb of twin brothers who were
sons of the seventh Shia Imam.
The exterior displays detailed
mosaics and a blue-tiled dome
and minarets, butunlike other
mosques, theinteriorisdecorated
in ornate mirror work and glass
shards, giving the feeling of
walkinginside adisco ball and
makingitone ofthe mostbeautiful
mosquesinIran.

Isfahan Museums Address IRR
Chrhel Sotun Isfahan Province, Isfahan< Imam Hossein Square 200000
Vank Church IsfahanProvince, Isfahan, Jolfa, Vank Church Alley 200000
Imam Mosque Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Imam square 200000
AliGholiAghahammam Isfahan Province, Isfahan, Bid Abadi St 200000
Decorative Arts Museum Isfahan, Isfahan Province, Ostandari Street 150000
ContemporaryArt Museum Isfahan Province, Isfahan , Ostandari Street 200000

HANDICRAFTS

Isfahan Rugs :Excellent
Quality, Using Soft Kork Wool

Inthe middle of Iran with the Zagros mountains
totheleftand the deserttotheright, liesthe city
ofIsfahan; Today, itis animportantindustrial
citywithapopulation of 1.2 millioninhabitants.
For many people Isfahan probably is the main
attractioninIran. Architecturally, the city
isamasterwork and one of the finestin the
islamicworld. The greatImam square with two
mosques together with the palaces, the parks
andtheoldbridges createsamood thatletsthe
visitor feel thatthisreallyis the Orient.

Isfahan was the capital ofthe country during the
Safavids dynasty (1502-1736). The powerful
Shah Abbas (1587-1629) was agreatbeliever
ofarchitecture, artand handicrafts. During his
time the Emam square were built, looking like
alarge caravan.Initssouthernendrisesthe
enormous Emam mosque. Itis thoughtbylots of
peopletobethefinestmosquein the country.On
one ofthelongsideslies the Lotfollah mosque
and opposite the Ali Qapo palace. The whole
squareis surrounded by shops for miniatures,
gold, sweets and textiles together with alot of
teahouses. The greatbazaar stretches from
the northern part of the square a total of 5
kilometres, towards the older parts of the city
and the Jame mosque from the 11th century. It
is easy foravisitor torealize the meaningina
Persian saying from the 16th century: “Isfahan
nesf-ejahan - Isfahanishalfthe world.”

In the city and in its surroundings a large
number of workshops can be found. Many of
themhave aworldreputation such as Seirafian,
Davari, Enteshar and Haghighi. The patterns
are often inspired by the mosques tile works,
orthe gardens ofthe cities and palaces. Carpets
from Isfahan have high class when it comes to
the composition of the patterns, materialsand
designs. They are characterized by thin, often
carpets with extremly high knotdensity ((Shah
Abbas pattern), butfigural motifs also occur.
Alongthelarge shopping streets the carpet
storesarevery closetogether,and in the hotels
exhibitionsare putup to attractbuyers. There
arealsolarger carpetbazaarinthe surrounding
countryside, selling the Yalameh and Bakhtiar
carpets for example. These carpetsarealsosold
under the name Esfahan.

To check the quality of an Isfahan carpetone
cantakealookonthebackside ofthe carpeton
the fringes. The number of differently coloured
threads of warp canbe seenin evenintervals
(seethepicture). Theseare called “kheft” and
areaquality markin the handmade Isfahan
carpet.

Ifyoucountthethreadson 1 metreinthe carpet,
theyvarybetween thenumberof7to16andthe
higher number of threads, the finerand higher
knotdensityithas.

Isfahan rugs are of an excellent quality,
using soft kork wool (often with silk details
or foundations) and a very tightly woven
pile. The rugs woven in this city are perhaps
the bestand mostvaluable inthe world asa
whole. The most popular designisacentral
medallion surrounded by vines or flowers
whichareusuallyred, blue orindigoonanivory
background. Other popular design elements
and motifsinclude vase, garden and tree of
life designs, Shah Abbasi motifs, and pictorial
pieces. The inspiration for the rugs' design
comes from traditional motifs and patterns,
nature, poetry and the great poets, butalso
from therich architectural history of the city;
the famous mosque of Shah Lutf Allah being a
particular muse for many of the rugs created in
thisgreatcity.

Theknotspersquareinch usedin carpetswoven
inIsfahan canbe anywhere from 120 upwards,
butwould generally be above 200 if woven in
the city itselfrather than asurrounding town
orvillage. Many quality Isfahanrugsare based
onsilk foundations, because of this they are
extremely fine and valuable. Sizes vary but
mostare mid-to-large in size. Famous weavers
include butarenotlimited to the Seirafian family
and workshops.




after the Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) of the US
Department of the Treasury extended a permission for
cooperation with Iran, and called on the European Union to
getasimilar permission fromthe OFAC to allow the delivery of
AirbusplanestoIran.

Sheadded thatIranhasreceived atotal of 16 passenger planes
since the 2015 nuclear deal took effect, including three from
Airbusand 13 from Franco-Italian turboprop maker ATR.

The US decision to withdraw from the 2015 nuclear deal with
Tehran, known as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), and reinstate sanctions resulted in the collapse of
about$38billionin plane deals between Tehran and Western
firms, with Airbus suffering greater damages than its USrival

Boeing.

During a January 2016 visit
to Paris by Iranian President
Hassan Rouhani, Tehran signed
amajor contract with Airbus
worth about $27 billion to buy
118planes.

Laterin June thatyear, Iran sealed
another deal worth around $25 billion
with the US aerospace heavyweight, Boeing,
purchase of 100 passenger planes.
InDecember 2016, the deal with Boeing was finalized, allowing
Irantobuy 80 planes within 10 years.

Iran Stands Firm on Plane
Contracts: Official

The CEO of Iran Air stressed that the country would push for the
delivery of the passenger planesithas purchased from Airbus.
In comments ata press conference on Monday, Farzaneh
Sharafbafiunderlined thatIran Air has notbacked off from any
ofthe contracts to purchase passenger planes from Airbus.
Denouncing the US “unfair” move to blacklist Iran Airand
hamperinternational cooperation with Iran, she said Iran has
used various methods to maintain flight services to Europe
despite the USsanctions.

Sharafbafisaid Iran Air could take delivery of 5 ATR turboprops
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Iranian crude exports to remain key source oo
NEWS ° ° Iran Eyes 630
' of marketuncertaintyin 2019 e Gas
Iran-Iraq trade volume could Soutl:Pr-.{rs l

Iranian crude exports will remain a key source of

— - - Iran’s gas recovery
marketuncertaintyin 2019, according to Fitch

for the supergiant

be doubled: envoy

Iran’s Ambassador to Iraq Iraj Masjedi said on Solutions Macro Research (aunit of Fitch Group). South Pars gas fieldis
Sunday thatthe two neighboring countries have the octed toi
capacitytodoubletheirtradesinthe comingyears. projectedtoncrease
Noting that currently, [Iran’s non-oil trade with by 56 mem/d by the
o C “The USadopted asofterapproach end of the current
Iragstandsataround $10billion, Masjedisaid the to sanctions than had been calendaryeartoMarch

amount could reach $20 billion by adding to the
revenues of oil and gas trades between the two
states.

Hemadetheremarksinaconference onboosting
[ran-Iraq economictiesin Basraattended by 120
businessman and entrepreneurs, as well as 34
Iranian companies.

Referringto the five consulates in Najaf, Karbala,
Basra, Erbil and Suleimanieh, Masjediand the
significantnumber of religiousand medical tourists
exchanged between the countries, the official
attached greatimportance to boosting bilateral
cooperationindifferentsectors.

The official urged the need for involvement of
Iranian companiesin Iraqi projectsto helpimprove
economictransactions between the two countries.
Iranand Iraq sharelongstanding cooperation
indifferenteconomicsectors, with their private
sectors having geared up to enhance the level of
mutual collaborations.

Some 64 Iraqgibusinesspersonsattended [ran EXPO,
ExportPotential Exhibition ofthe Islamic Republic
of Iran, last week, presenting their latest products
in 12 categories of food industry, agriculture,
automotive, handicrafts, industrial parts, electricity
and energy, carpets, textiles, leatherand apparel,
household appliances, cellulosic health products,
medical and hospital equipment, and construction
industries.

Iran sets production recordin
world’sbiggestgas field

Iran’s Pars Oiland Gas Companyis expected toadd
56 mcm/dtoits exploitation from South Pars gas
field by the end of the Iranian calendaryear (started
March 21)tosetarecordin production fromworld’s
biggest gas field, according to the managing-
director ofthe company.

Iran’s daily production of South Pars Field stands
at580 mcmnow, Mohammad Meshkinfam said. He
added thatthe figureis expected torise significantly
by the yearend, once the developmental plansare
fulfilled.

Inauguration of each phase of South Pars Field adds

T10'TC Localizes

anticipated by the market, granting
waivers to eightbuyers of I[ranian
crude. The waivers will expire in
May and the Trump administration
has offered no concrete guidance
astowhether the waivers will be
extended, or what conditions must
be met by the buyers to secure
them,” Trend reports citing the
company’s outlook.

InIran, production has beenhitby
USsecondarysanctions; shrunken
exportvolumes will continue to
back-in supply over the coming
quarters, according to Fitch
Solutions.

As forthe OPECdecision to cutoil
output, the company believes that
the exclusion of Venezuela and
Iran, where productionis set for
further (involuntary) declines,
will demand deeper cuts from
other producersand offer greater
fundamental support to the
market.

Regarding the oil prices, Fitch
Solutions, holds to its current
forecast for global benchmark
Brent, atanannual average of $75
perbarrelfor 2019.

“Our outlookisunchangedin the
wake ofthe OPECand non-OPEC
Ministerial Meeting on December
7,during which the members of
the Declaration of Cooperation
(OPEC+) decided to collectively
reduce output by 1.20 million
barrels per day from October2018
levels (September for Kuwait). The
cut will take effecton January 1,

American companies for production
of the item.Abbas Asadrouz said the

after sixmonths,” said thereport.
Ofthetotal, 0.80 millionb/d will be
provided by OPECand 0.40 million
b/dbynon-OPEC.

“The size and nature of the
cutagreed by OPEC+ supports
our price outlook for 2019. The
headline number fell slightly short
of our expectations (1.26 million
b/d).In some ways, though, the
cut was more substantial than
we were anticipating. Crucially, it
excludesIran, Libyaand Venezuela.
Mismanagement and chronic
underinvestment has driven
Venezuelan productioninto heavy
decline, with outputfallingby more
than550,000b/d over January to
November,” the company said.
Fitch Solutions believes that
ongoing cohesion withinthe group
will be key to maintaininga floor
under Brent.

“Questions continue to be asked
overtheroleandrelevance of OPEC,
with Qatar’s decision to exit the
group adding furtherfuel tothefire.

r S
.- | ;
L] ‘ 4 . "

Inourview, thatdecisionisbetter
viewed through thelensof Qatar’s
strained relations with Saudi
Arabia, itsrelativelack ofinfluence
within OPECand its strategic focus
onLNG,”said thereport.

OPEC and its collaboration with
Russia has been one of the key
factors driving prices higher over
thelasttwoyears,accordingto the
company.

Fitch Solutions expectsbelieve that
itsdecisiontoremove 1.2mnb/d of
supply from the markethas done
little to move Brentback towards
itsearly- October highs

“However, ithasstabilized pricesin
thelow-60s, following eight weeks
ofheavy selling pressure. Had the
group OPEC+ not taken action,
the downside to Brentwould have
been substantial, in our view. In
putting afloor under the market,
the group can maintain pricesata
level thatis fiscally acceptable to
mostmembersand can stimulate
demand in emerging markets
(EMs),” thereportreads.

operated actuators, using gas pressure,
hydraulic pressure or electricity, allow

1 percentto Growth National Product, while no
othereconomicsector couldleave such an effecton
improvementofthe country’seconomicindicator,
Meshkinfamsaid.

The gasfieldis shared by Iranand Qatar. The Iranian
partincludes 14 trillion cubicmeter of gasreserves,
aswellas 18 billion barrels of gas condensates
whichinvolves 8% ofthe total world gas reserves
and nearly halfofthe country’s gasreserves.

NO 109

Electric Valve

Actuators

The Iranian Oil Terminals Company
successfully developed the savvy to
manufacture electric actuators for
industrial valvesin oil and petrochemical
operations.

The caretaker of IOTC said this broke
the monopoly of British, French and

Solution: NO 108

design and manufacturing of the
actuators were carried outby expertsin
an Iranian knowledge-based company
that prevented massive expenses for
importing the item.A valve actuatoris
the mechanism for openingand closinga
valve. Manually operated valves require
someone in attendance to adjust them
using a direct or geared mechanism
attached to the valve stem.Power-

production.

avalve to be adjusted remotely, orallow
rapid operation oflarge valves. Power-
operated valve actuators may be the final
elements of an automatic controlloop
which automatically regulates some
flow, level or other process.The actuators
were installed in Khark Oil Terminal
forayearand underwentall kinds of
relevant tests to be prepared for mass

202019, which will
bring the country’s
total gas production
capacity fromthe field
to630mem/d.

The CEO of Pars Oiland
Gas Company (POGC)
said this would be a
newrecordinlran’s
gas production from
the joint offshore
gas field. Qatar share
the field with Iranin
Persian Gulfwaters.
Mohammad
Meshkinfam said as
winter approaches
and given the
necessity to provide
sustainable and
continuous gastothe
country, exploitation
of newphasesof South
Parswasaccelerating.
Hesaid the 4th train of
South Pars Phase 13
refinery would come
onlinewithin the next
twoweeks. The facility
will be fed by the gas
supplied from other
phases of South Pars.
The official added
that two offshore
platformsbelonging
to Phase 14 of the
field would become
operational, each
adding 28 mcm/d to
the field’s sour gas
production capacity.
He further said that
the onshorerefining
facility of Phases
22-24 wasready for
startup.

The offshore topside
of Phase 22 hasbeen
successfully installed
and it 1is being
prepared for startup
and itis expected to
come online by the
next three weeks
with 500 mcf/d of
production capacity,
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PRTC, Sabtech Ink DCS Deal

Iran’s Petrochemical
Research and Technology
Company (PRTC) signed
a contract with Sabtech
Company, formerly
Stamicarbon, for developing
and commercializing
process control systems in
petrochemical plants.
According to NPC, the
distributed control system
(DCS) contract was signed
on Saturday in the Arak
Unit of PRTC between the
company and Sabtech in
the presence of the CEO of
National Petrochemical

Company (NPC), Behzad
Mohammadi.Based on
the deal, DCS of refineries
and petrochemical plants
will be upgraded jointly by
Sabtech and PRTC and will
begraduallylocalizedinIran.
Speaking on the sidelines
of a ceremony to sign the
deal,the NPC CEO said PRTC
had signed a contract with
a domestic company for
developing DCS systems.DCS
isregarded as the heartofa
petrochemical plant which
controls production and
safety conditions.

headded.

He said Iran is
currently producing
580 mcm/d natural
gas from the field
which is expected to
cross 630 mem/d by
lateMarch2019.
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o /N o o merchandise: Tehran should alsobe partofthe EU plan. fordialogue and
j EUfinancial Bahram Qasemisaid the mechanismhas TheForeign Ministryspokesmanreferred consultation
J(; ' mechanism illcllldes beenunder consideration forsometime totherecentvisittoQatarbythelranian with Qatari
04 e N now to facilitate Iran's trade with the foreign ministerandsaidIran'sregional authorities.'
ISFAHAN a]l merchandlse. European companies. policieshavenotchangedandarebased Q a s e m i
Tehran Themechanismincludesmanyitemssuch on cooperation and dialogue with expressed
[\ A The European financial mechanismdoes asmedicine,foodand othercommodities, regional countries. hope the

hesaid.

Such amechanism could be established
with other countriesaswell, he added.
Qasemiwenton tosay, the mechanismis
notjustforpurchasingmedicineandfood,
andindustrialand economicinvestments

He noted, 'The forum in Qatar was
not a new forum, however given the
opportunity it could provide us with, the
one-day trip was taken and it offered a
good opportunity for talks with regional
and extra-regional officials, particularly

regional
realities could
be revealed and
Iran can work with

the regional countries on the right
track.

notjustinclude purchasing medicines
andfood and covers other commoditiesas
well, [ran's Foreign Ministry spokesman
said in his weekly press conference on
Monday.

EU financial mechanism includes all
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Z.arif: US Hurting People, Unable to Change

N NEWS

Iran’s Jaberi I L) P lo °

g;fl:izl’:,Assml ramns roncies Iran Notto Remain Silenton

discuss Syl'ian Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif gftgelx(“el:ilelr}clelssst}zlv)vltllgﬂran does notremain

constitutional indertiged that thoUSeantiibusayhaiyayd silentir?the face of moves aimed atdestabilizin
. been ineffective to change the policies of Iran, ) ’ ) ZIng

committee highlighting that Washington’sembargosjusthurt the region, He?d oflran’s Strategic (.Zou.ncil on

Syrian  President, ordinary people.Foreign Minister Zarif pointed to his lljorelgn Relations Kamal Kharra.m S'f“d' We

Bashar Assad received participationinthe Doha Forum 2018 in Qatarand flave P?‘_"’“?‘ thatwe d.o notremain sﬂenF on

visiting senior advisor said he had told the conference that US “sanctions ngtab.ll_lt.y in the r”eglon bl_lt stand agalr'lst

- ; hiveneverworked < estabilizing moves,” Kharrazi, aformer foreign
f\/cl)inilsrtael? isn PFocigfilfari minister, said on Monday.Describing Iran as

Affairs, Hossein Jaberi
Ansari.During the
meeting, Jaberi Ansari
informed Assad of
the preparations for
a meeting by Russia,
Iran and Turkey in
Geneva in the next
few days, following
the agreement on
the final structure of
the constitutional
committee.He also
stressed on Iran’s
willingness to continue
the coordination with
the Syrian government
which showed great
flexibility inreaching
theagreementto form
the constitutional
committee.For his
part, Assad hailed the
efforts made by Iran
for the formation of
the constitutional
committee despite the
big obstacles placed
by the countries that
supporttheterrorists.

Canadamulls
endingarms
deal with Saudi
Arabia

Canadian Prime
Minister Justin
Trudeau said that
his government is
looking for away out
of multibillion-dollar
arms deal with Saudis.
“We are engaged with
the export permits
totryand seeifthere
is a way of no longer
exporting these
vehicles to Saudi
Arabia,” hesaidin an
interview that aired
on Sunday, Reuters
reported.Pointing to
the murder of Jamal
Khashoggi, Trudeau
added, “the murderofa
journalistis absolutely
unacceptable and
that’s why Canada
from the very
beginning had been
demanding answers
and solutions on
that.”Saudi Arabia has
$13 billion agreement
for armored vehicles
with the Canadian unit
of General Dynamics
Corp.Trudeau said
last month that
Canada could freeze
the relevant export
permitsifitconcluded
the weaponshadbeen
misused.

“They (sanctions) hurt
ordinaryIraniansbutdon’t
change (Iran’s) policy,”
heinaposton his official
Twitteraccounton Sunday.
Referring to the policy
adopted by the previous
USadministration to start
talks with Iran over the
country’snuclear program,
Iran’sdiplomaticchiefsaid,
“Itwas U-turnonpartofUS,
whichallowed #IranTalks
toproceed. Same dynamic
today,”inaclearreference
tothe factthatinstead of
withdrawing from the
Irannucleardeal, the new
Americangovernmenthad
better settleits disputes
withIranatthenegotiating
table.
Zarifadded in his Twitter
post that Iran and the
remainingsignatories to
the JCPOA “are at table,”
emphasizing that “it is
[the] US,whichhasdecided
to walk away and sow
violence &chaos.”

Earlier on Saturday, Zarif
told the forumin Qatari’s
capital city of Doha that
Iranhassurvivedallthe US
pressures and sanctions
in the past 40 years,
highlighting thatthe ones
whoabandonengagement
with Tehran will be the
losers.

“Trump has called for
negotiations despite his
hostile policies, and we
have responded to him
thatifhe wasjoking,” he
highlighted there.

Earlier on November
05, the European Union,
France, Germany and
Britain issued a joint
statementregretting US’
decision to impose new
sanctions against Iran,
saying that they will

continue supporting the
European companies
engaginginlegalbusiness
withIran.

Thereaction cameafterthe
USTreasury Department
announcedallsanctionson
Iranliftedunderthe 2015
nucleardealwillbebackin
forceonNovember5.
According to Treasury
Secretary Steven Mnuchin,
thesweepingsanctionswill
see 700 peopleblacklisted,
includingpeoplewhowere
granted reliefunder the
2015deal,aswell asover
300newnames.
Speakingtoreporters on
Friday, Mnuchin said the
sanctions will also target
payments made through
the EU’sSPV channel.

He also warned global
financial messaging
service SWIFT thatitcould
be punishedifitdoesn’t
cutofffinancial services
toentitiesand individuals
doingbusinesswith Iran.
“SWIFTisnodifferentthan
any other entity... Wehave
advised SWIFT thatitmust
disconnect any Iranian
financial institutions that
we designate as soon as
technologically feasible to
avoidsanctions exposure,”
henoted.

His remarks dismissed
an earlier reportby The
Washington Free Beacon,
which claimed senior State
Departmentofficialshave
convinced Secretary of
State Mike Pompeotoallow
Irantoremain connectedto
SWIFT.

The Trumpadministration
earlier agreed to allow
eightcountriesto continue
purchasingIran’s crude
oil after Washington’s
sanctions on Tehran take

placenextMonday.
Asenioradministration
official told Bloomberg
thatwaiverswereaimedat
preventing oil price hikes
and would be granted in
exchange for continued
importcuts.
TheNovember5sanctions
will be the second batch
ofbanstobere-imposed
after Trump pulled the US
outofthe 2015 deal, which
wassigned by [ranand six
world powersin2015.
The new sanctions cover
Iran’s shipping, finance
and energy sectors, and
penalize other countries
thatdon'tstopdealingwith
Tehran.

US President Donald
Trump announced on May
8that Washington would
nolongerremain part of
the]Joint Comprehensive
PlanofAction (JCPOA) and
promisedtore-imposethe
highestlevel ofeconomic
sanctionsagainstlran.
The sanctionsreinstated
onlranonMay8included
boycott of Iran’s crude
supplies and bans on
transfer of its crude
revenues. Thereisa 180
daysinterval beforethese
sanctions come into
effect.Other USsecondary
sanctionsarereinstated
thismonth.

After Trump’sdeclaration,
the Iranian government
issued a statement,
callingthe USwithdrawal
as  “unlawful”.  The
statement underlined
Iran’s prerequisites for
continuing the deal with
the five world powers.

These conditionsthatwere
reiterated later by Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khameneilater
mainly included Iran’s
guaranteed crude sales
andtransferofitsrevenues
backhome.

Two months later, the
other five powers party to
thenucleardeal havefailed
tosatisfy Iran. President
Hassan Rouhani voiced
his disappointment
over arecentpackage of
incentives proposedbythe
European Union countries
toTehran,andsaid thatthe
IslamicRepublicexpected
amuch better, clearerand
explicitstancebythe EU.
“Unfortunately, the EU’s
package of proposals
lacked an operational
solution and a specific
method for cooperation,
and featuredjustasetof
general commitmentslike
the previous statements
by the European Union,”
PresidentRouhanisaidin
atelephone conversation
with German Chancellor
AngelaMerkelon]July 5.
President Rouhani
pointed to US’ unilateral
withdrawal from the
nuclear deal, and said,
“After the US withdrawal
from the JCPOA, Iran
has been dealing with
economic issues and
problems in banking
relations and oil, and
foreign companies that
haveinvestedinIranare
skepticalaboutcontinuing
theirbusiness.”

the moststable countryinthe region, headded,
“Following the warsin the region, everybody is
coming to the conclusion thatitisnotpossible
to resolve conflicts through war.”Kharrazi
concluded that what happenedinlIragq, Syria,
Lebanon and Yemen proved that the [slamic
Republicoflran’sregional presence contributes
to security.In commentsin September, Major
General Yahya Rahim Safavi,atop militaryaide to
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei, said sustainable security in the
regionwould be impossible withoutIran.Hailing
Iran’s contribution to the security of regional
countries attherequestoftheir governments, he
said the Islamic Republichasinspired regional
governments and nations in such a way that
“Americans have to pull out of West Asia, east of
the Euphratesriverin Syria, AfghanistanandIraq.”

Iran’s strategic position in region
hinders any foreign encroachment:
Khanzadi

Commander of Iranian Navy Rear Admiral Hos-
sein Khanzadihailed Iran’s strategic position in
theregionand the world, stressing that “we will
notletforeignersencroach onourinterests.”
SpeakingatIran International Maritime & Off-
shore Technologies Exhibition ongoingin Kish
Island, Khanzadireferred to the territorial charac-
teristics of Iran, emphasizing thatIran’s position
intheregionand the world is very special and
strategic.“Whether the world likes it that way or
not, Iranhasanairand sea passageway positionin
theregion, whichisveryimportantin connecting
three continents,” headded.

“World’s fossil-energy storehouseislocated in our
region,and alarge partof World’stradeis carried
by the Indian Ocean,” he noted.Referring to the
changesinthe Maritime Hegemony, he said, “vigi-
lance ofthe peopleintheregionand awareness
ofthe countriesaboutthe maritime interests of
ourregionwillnotletforeigners encroach on our
interests.”"Khanzadiquoted the Leader of Islamic
Revolution as saying “the Islamic Republic, due
toits special geopolitical position, hasaccess to
four parts ofthe world by sea”; he added that poli-
cymakers should consider this special position
while taking any decision and understand our
obligations regarding the region and the world.
Iran International Maritime & Offshore Technolo-
gies Exhibition kicked offatthe Kish International
Exhibition CenterinKish Island on Monday morn-
ing,andisthebiggest marine exhibitionin middle
easthostingmore than 300 exhibitorsand 9000
visitors.

report

Tehran Security Conf. to address regional crises, US adverse role

The 3rd TehranSecurity Conference, scheduled
for14-13]Jan.2019, willaddressawiderange
ofrelevanttopicsincludingregional crises,
fightingterrorism,and USlack of commitment

tointernationaltreaties.

Director of the Permanent Secretariat of
Tehran Security Conference, Jalal Dehghani
Firouzabadi,addressed aseminar on ‘peace
and stability in West Asia; one region, one
fate’ on Monday, saying the third edition of
the Security Conference willbeheldon 14-13
January 2019 under the theme of “Regional
Security in West Asia: Prospect of Stability,

Cooperationand Collective Progress”,and with
themotto of “respect, trust, dialogue, mutual
cooperation, security,and collective progress.”
He added that the third edition of the
conference, unlike the previous two, will be
held ontwo days, and two or more scientific
conferences will be held prior, the results of
which cansetthemood forthemainevent.

Dehghani maintained that the Security
Conference will comprise 10 panelson the
current developments in the world, such
as the Yemeni catastrophe, war crimes
and violation of human security, Syria’s

experienceinthefightagainstterrorism, the
prospectofstabilityin West Asia, 'Deal of the
Century', the Palestinianissue, Afghanistan’s
comprehensive peace process, and the
opportunitiesahead.

Othertopics to be discussed in the panels
includethe United States’lack of commitment
tointernationallaw and treaties; the role of
jointsecurity cooperationinthe fightagainst
Takfiri terrorism; the rule of the Internet;
stability, cooperation and collective progress
intheregion; the prospectof EU’s friendly
relationswith Iran; the future ofIrag;andIran’s

defense

diplomacy.
“Securityis one of our common interestsin
theregion,and there are several strategies
to provide it. In our opinion, one of the
prerequisites forachievingsecurityistoreach
acommonunderstanding,’ Dehghaninoted.
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Iran tobuild kilo-
class submarines

Iran’s Ministry of
Defense plans to
design and develop
kilo-class submarines
weighing over 3,000
tons.

According to Fars
News Agency, Iran’s
military forces are
setto manufacture a
supergiantsubmarine
weighing 3,200 tons,
in a bid to enhance
the country’s marine
defense power.The
envisaged  vessel
will be 87 meters in
length and will have
abeam of 10 meters.
Earlierin November,
Commander of [ranian

Qatar Airways to Launch Flights to Iran’s
Isfahan

Qatar Airways is going to start direct flights to Iran’s central city of
Isfahanasof February2019.Accordingto CEO of Qatar Airways Akbaral-
Baker; theairline willincrease the number of flights to Iran by launching
adirectflight from Dohato Isfahan twice a week.The Isfahan-bound
flights, using Airbus A320 jetliners, will start on February 2019 ,4.Isfahan

willbe the fourth destination of Qatar Airwaysin Iran after Tehran, Shirazand

Mashhad.On Sunday, Qatar Airways celebrated Qatar’s National Day at the Old Airport Park,
announcingplanstoadd 15 new destinations toits networkin2019.

Al-Baker said the national carrier of Qatar plans toreceive 36 new aircraftin 2019.
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(et Yalda's delicious symbols in 11th edition
of organic food exhibition

Winter Solstice or what Iranian callas Shab-e
chelleisreferred to the last night of fall; the
nightis greatlyhonoredinIranian culture and

ithasbeen one ofthe most prominentIranian

celebrations sincelonglostpast.

Dried nuts, pomegranates and watermelons are the
mainingredients of the Yalda night. Furthermore,
reciting greatIranian poet Hafez poemsin this night
isbelieved to bringluckiness.

The pomegranate held agreatposition for Ancient
Persian because theybelieved thatthe darkred
outer covering of a pomegranate represents the

birth or dawn, and the brightred seeds symbolize
the glow oflife. Yalda nightis strongly known with
the pomegranate and watermelon because our
ancestors thoughtthatby eating summer fruitsin
thisnight, they wouldn’tfallill during the winter.
Every year, [ranians swarming into the market to
purchase nuts, fruits and gifts to adore their Yalda
tables.Now annual organicfood exhibition hasmade
iteasy tobuy the symbolicfruitsand nuts special to
thisnight.

The exhibition of organic food products supported
by Tehran's municipality and with the cooperation
ofIran Organic Association will run for one week till
December?21.

Isfahan’s apples exports
decreased about 6,000 tons

Saying thatapples have notreached asuitable

qualitative phase to be exported this year,

the manager of business development affair

of Agriculture Jihad organization of Isfahan

provincesaid, “Exportingapple from Isfahan has

decreased from 9500 tonsinthelastyearto 3603

tonsinseven months ofthisyear; of course, ithas

reducedall overthe country.”

“The countries ofthe UAE, Pakistan, Kuwait, India,
Oman, Armenia, Iraq, Bahrain, Qatar,and Sudan
arethe mainbuyers ofapples,” Farhad Haji Moradi
said. Referring to this factthatthe highestamount

of apples harvested from Isfahan croplands is
produced in Semirom County, he added, “The
production of apple in the province was 220,000
tonslastyear, butthisyearithasbeendecreased
to 120,000 tons; therefore,large reduction of the
production ofapplehasled to decline of exports.”
“The mainreason for reducing the production
ofappleinlIsfahanisdroughtandlimited water
resources in this province. OtherareasinIran have
also faced the problem of decreasing the apple
production due to the frostbite. [tisnoteworthy to
mention that West Azarbaijan, asthe pole ofapple
production, has the highestprice stability,” he said.
Pointingto therole of brokersinraising the price of
fruits, he noted, “The role of distribution agents in
the high costofappleisundeniable, since in many
cases, hoardingthis producthasled toitsshortage
inmarketand subsequently the hike inthe prices.”

Beijing tending to expand ties
with Tehran: Chinese diplomat
China intends to enhance its ties, especially
economic ones, with Iran, the assistant foreign
minister of China told the Islamic Republic News
Agency (IRNA) on Monday:.

‘Economy is among the important grounds of
relationship between countries, including Iran and
China, said ZhangJun,adding China will safeguard
therelationsinany conditions.

Tehran and Beijing trust each other, and China
is trying hard to safeguard the activities of its
companiesinIran,Zhangsaid.
Sayingthatencouraging Chinese companiestoinvest
inIranisamongthe strategic plans to enhance ties,
he added the people and governments of the two
countries have had good relations foralongtime.
‘Since olden times, the two countries have had
historical collaborations aboutthe Silk Road, which
will continue in the new Beltand Road Initiative as
well”

all merchandise: T'ehran

Iranimposing stricterrules on GM

foods

Iran’s Food and Drug Administration is imposing

harsherrulesonlabeling genetically modified (GM)

food products.

According to the new regulationissued
by the National Council of Biosafety, all
GMingredientsin food products must
be mentioned on thelabels, Vahid Mofid.
Directorate-General for Health, Food
and beauty said. Therefore, from now
on food products such as soya, corn,
rapeseed and cottonseed which are
normally GM should be labeled, Mofid
explained.

Those producers who claims to
manufacture non-GM organisms should
fill out special form and in order to
validate their claim health and safety
inspector will randomly test their
products from time to time, he added.
GM products are the subject of heated,
growing debate which have sparked a
lot of controversies over the past few
yearsinthe country.

On December 12, chiefof Department
of Environment Issa Kalantari overa
session at National Council of Biosafety
criticized the “unfair objections”
against genetically modifies products
claiming that there are no definitive
studies proving the dangerous effects
of genetically modifies organisms on
people’shealth.

Kalantari wenton to say that “we should
not intimidate people” with some
articlesand worrying them.

He also explained that insisting on
domestic production of crops would
place a great pressure on natural
resources such as water and soil and
that’s even more dangerous than
consuming GM food products.

GM foods stem mostly from plants, but
in the future foods derived from GM
microorganisms or GM animals are
likely to be introduced on the market.

Most existing GM crops have been
developed toimproveyield, according
to World Health Organization.

In the future, genetic modification
could beaimed ataltering the nutrient
contentoffood, reducingits allergenic
potential, orimproving the efficiency
of food production systems. All GM
foods should be assessed before being
allowed on the market. Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) and
WHO Codex guidelines exist for risk
analysis of GM food.

GM foods are being produced at a
lower price than organic foods and
are believed to have a greater benefit
interms of durability and nutritional
values.

Answering to the question whether
GM foods are safe or not WHO explains
that foods currently available on the
international market have passed
safety assessments and are notlikely to
presentrisks for human health.

In addition, no effects on human
health have been shown as aresult of
the consumption of such foods by the
general population in the countries
where they have been approved.
Continuous application of safety
assessments based on the Codex
Alimentarius principles and, where
appropriate, adequate post market
monitoring, should form the basis for
ensuring the safety of GM foods.

It is quite natural to have a fear of
what’s unknown as not knowing how
the genetic materials are actually
being modified fuel the fear. Despite
all existing guidelines it is not still
possible to prove that GM foods are safe,
however, the fearis also still theoretical.
Nonetheless, those consumers who
are concerned with the health hazards
of such products can choose organic
productsor atleasttry tolearn more
aboutgeneticengineeringand decide
what’s best for them and their families.
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