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Attraction

I
Stone Garden:
Iran’s Most

Although Kerman s truly
anastonishingareadueto
unique ancient, historical
and natural sites, hereisan
attractionwhichisneither
historical nor natural but
equally bizarre!You may
never imagine a garden
which its harvests are
hard stonesranging from
few grams to about 10
kilograms!Halfa century
agosomefarmsinavillage of
Sirjanbecame dried dueto
localmisleading, thatcaused
Darvish Khan, adeafmute
honest farmer to protest
his discontentby creating
astone garden himself.He
implanted dried bodies of
thetreesondesertholding
heavy stones hanged by
wires! Any stone and tree
relatesaspecialmemory of
hislastfortyyears.

Darvish Khan passed away
at2005andburied in his
garden, but elaborately
piercingand lifting heavy
stones is still a mystery
whichneverdiscovered due
tohissilence.

Attraction

A
BaghcheJoogh
Historical Palacein
Iran’s Maku

Bagcheh-JooghPalace (Joogh
Garden) was commissioned
by Igbal-ol-Saltaneh Makui,
one of Mozafaredin Shah’s
commanders.This palace,
situated between the towns
ofMakuand Bazargan (about
10 km from Maku) in the
province of West Azarbaijan,
isamajortouristattraction
due to its location on the
Turkey-Europeroad route.
TheBagqcheh-Jooghpalaceis
situated onalarge expanse of
gardens,whichcoveranarea
of 11 hectares (27 acres).
Currently the palace is a
museum,alsoknownasKakh
Muzeh Maku.The palace
consistsoftwofloorsthatare
made up of numerous halls
and chambers, mostofthem
beautifully decorated with
paintings, mirror-work,and
plastermoldings.

Persian Food Primer: 10 Essential
Iranian Dishes

AvisittoIranyieldsastunningvariety
of culinary delights. Between the
familiar kebab and the decidedly
outré grilled lamb’s testicles, there
isavastspectrum of foods: caviar,
pickle, and smoked dsh in the
north; samosas, falafeland hot and
sour shrimp in the south; noodles,
datbread and rosewater-scentedice
cream across the country. Look at
Iran’splace onthe mapandit’s easy to
understand why the scope of native
foodsis sowide. Once the center of
the Persian Empire, Iran neighbors
the former Soviet Union countries,
aswell as Afghanistan, Pakistan, the
Arab statesand Turkey. Although Iran
is partofthe Middle East, ithas close
tiesto Europe, the Far Eastand Africa,
owing toits central place on the Silk
Road traderoute.

1.Fesenjan (Pomegranate Walnut Stew) This
iconicstew,an essential partofevery Persian
wedding menu, pairs tart pomegranate with
chickenorduck. Ground walnuts, pomegranate
pasteand onionsare slowly simmered to make
athicksauce.Sometimessaffronand cinnamon
areadded,and maybeapinchofsugartobalance
theacid. Fesenjanhasalongpedigree. Atthe
ruins of Persepolis, the ancientritual capital
ofthe Persian Empire, archaeologists found
inscribed stone tablets from as far back as
515B.C., whichlisted 5/9/2016 Persian Food
Primer:

2.Bademjan (Eggplant And Tomato Stew) This
stew has the shimmeringred-gold color of
tomatoes cooked with turmeric, withasheen
of oilontop, aprized characteristicin Persian
cookingthatshowsastewhasbeencookedlong
enough fortheoilstorise up. Slightly tart, with
thetangoftomatoes,lemonjuice,and sometimes
thejuice ofunripe grapes, itstanginessiskept
incheckbythe eggplant, whichisarstfried on
itsown until golden-brown, then cooked with
onions,lamband the tomatoesand seasoning.
Like all Persian stews,bademjanis thickand
meanttobeeatenoverricewithafork.

3.BaghaliPolo (Rice with Dilland Fava Beans)
In Iranian cooking, rice can be prepared
simply with butter and saffron, known as
chelo. However, justas often, it's cooked with
otheringredients and called polo. Polo can
be made with herbs, vegetables, beans, nuts,
dried fruit, meatand even noodles, and acts
as the centerpiece of the meal. This polois
particularlygoodinthespring, whenfavabeans
areyoungand tenderanddillisinseason. The
dishisaecked with greendilland favas, andis
often cooked with verytender chunks oflamb.
Alternately, itmaybe served alongside lamb
onthebone. Therice should have amild saffron
aavor, with the saffron mixed into therice just
beforeserving.

4.ZereshkPolo (Barberry Rice) Iranianslove
souraavors. Like cranberries, barberrieshave
avibrantred color, buttheyare even sourer.
This classicrice dishis studded with the red
berries, whichare dried and thenrehydrated
before cooking. Thericeis cooked with plenty
of butter, which helpsto soften the intensity
oftheberries. Quince, rhubarb, green plums,
sour oranges,lemons, limes, dried limes, sour
cherries,tamarind, sumacand pomegranateare
allusedin Persian cookingtomake food tarter.
5. Gormeh Sabzi (Green Herb Stew) Made
from herbs, kidney beans and lamb, deep
green gormeh sabzisatisdes two Persian davor
obsessions:it’ssourand full ofherbs. The stew
isseasoned with dried limes,limoo omaniin
Farsi.Theselimesare extraintense and sour,
with abittersweet taste thatgives the stewa
unique davor. The other constantin gormeh
sabziis fenugreekleaves, a taste unfamiliarto
mostwesterners. Other herbsinclude parsley,
corianderandscallions.

6.AsheReshteh (Noodleand BeanSoup) Arichly
textured soup full of noodles, beans, herbs and
leafy greenslike spinach and beetleaves.It's
toppedwithmintoil, crunchy fried onionsand
sourkashk,afermented whey producteatenin
the Middle Eastthattastesakin tosouryogurt.
Thenoodles,whichmade theirwayto Iranfrom
China, arethoughttorepresentthe many paths
oflife,and thissoupistraditionally served when
someonesetsoffonalongjourney. Because ofits
auspiciousingredients,it'salsopartofthemenu
forNorooz, the Persiannewyear,which occursat
thespringequinoxinMarch.

7.Tahdig (Crunchy Fried Rice)

Nooshabad Underground City, with one thousand
and five hundred years’ record of homing and
sheltering families, is still a stable structure.

Close toIran’s central city of Kashan, thereisa
mysterious underground city named Nooshabad
or Anooshabad.Nooshabad City, concealing
underground, was built 1500 yearsago, by order
of Anushiruwan, Sassanid king.Three floors with
strange Halls, food storages, water, fat-burning
lightsand even toilets were constructed by hand
digging oflocal people forlong time residence
oflocal people for protection against foes and
invaders, butnot for the normallife! They would
useitonlyinthreateningsituations.They have got
areally fabulous and unique city engineeringand
road designsinto use to preventsimple crossing
inthe footpaths, so thatthe invaders and foreign
people and whoever was not familiar with this city
constructionswouldlose easily its way.Above some
rooms in Nooshabad cityis trapdoors with lids for
emergency exitsand enters. This city has twomain
entrance, which one ofthemis hiddeninawater
storehouse.Ouyi City isbuiltunderancient partof
Kashan Cityandisextended evenunderthe present
city site. Exploring this city was accidentally by
someone who wanted to diga wellin the yard of
his house.Inthe depth of 3to 18 meters under
the normallevel of ground, to pass through Ouyi/
Anooshabad one cannot simply go straight! The
mainroadislikeaUandindifferentdepthlevel!
This path design would prevent offensives. This
Unusual city withits surprisingroad mapis one of
theadventural attractionsin Iran.

It’sthe crisp, goldenlayer of fried rice at the
bottom of the rice pot, and it tastes like a
combination of popcorn and potato chips, but
withthedelicatedavorofbasmatiice. (Tahdigis
usuallynotprinted onthemenu,soyoumayhave
toaskforit.) Atlranian family gatherings, there
arealways plenty ofleftovers, but the one dish
thatdisappearscompletelyistahdig.Itiseaten
asasidedish,andit’s forgivable to pickitupand
eatitwithyourangers

Jeweled Rice (Rice with Nutsand Dried Fruit)
8.Jeweled Rice (Rice with Nutsand Dried Fruit)
Dottedwithbrightly colored dried fruitandnuts,
likelittle jewels, thisisa sweet-andsavory dish
thatshows off some of the native ingredients
ofIran, including pistachios, almonds, candied
orange peel, barberries, carrots and saffron.
Itis cooked withalittle sugarto balance the
sournessofthebarberries.Jeweledriceisserved
forspecial occasions, particularlyatweddings,
because the sweetelements symbolize asweet
life. It’straditionally served with chicken, which
contrastsnicelywiththe sweetness.

9.Kebab (Lamb, Chicken, Lamb Liver, Ground
Meat) Kebabs have more variety than you
mightthink. First, there’s koobideh, ground
meatseasoned with minced onion, saltand
pepper.Itsoundssimple, butthetasteissublime.
Thereiskebab-ebarg, thinlyslicedlamborbeef,
aavored withlemonjuice and onionandbasted
with saffronand butter. Chicken kebab, known
asjoojeh,istraditionally made from awhole
chicken, bonesandall, formoreaavor (although
in Americanrestaurantsit’s often made from
skinless chicken breast), marinated inlemon
and onion,and basted with saffronand butter.
Ifyou’relucky, you'll andjigar, lambliver kebab,
garnished with freshbasilleavesand awedge
oflemon.

10.SabziKhordan (Herband Cheese Plate) No
Persianmealis complete withoutadish of sabzi
khordan, oredible herbs. The plate caninclude
mint, tarragon, basil and cilantro, alongside
scallions, radishes, walnuts, feta cheese and
Iranian Nan (3atbread). Simply tear offa piece
ofdatbread, tuckabitofthe herbsand cheese
and other garnishesinside, and fold itup like
arusticsandwich. The plate stays on the table
throughoutthemeal, andtheherbsareacrunchy
palate cleanser between bites of stewandrice.
Freshand dried greenherbsare eaten dailyin
[ran.

NEWS

Despite US sanctions

Iran’s tourism still on rise

Despite the US sanctions and the Iranophobia
propagandapursued by Iran’s enemies, statistics
indicate that the number of foreign tourists
arrivingthe country hasbeenincreased.

“Good measures have been taken so far to attract
more foreign tourists to Iran, particularly in Fars
and Isfahan provinces that capture the historical
and cultural flavor of Iran, “ Seyyed Hemayat
Mirzadeh, head of the Iranian Parliament’s
committee on Tourism Commission said.

“Iran’s cultural and historical heritages are just
our permanentoil wells. They are capable of
attracting tourists from all around the world.
Iran enjoysawide variety of unique handicrafts
and arts that make people tobe interested in
them. We should take advantage of the hidden
capacitiesand introduce the unique heritagesin
aninternationallevel,” he continued.

Mirzadeh also emphasized thatthere are many
ancientPersianrelics and historical objects that
hasbeenkeptinforeign museumsand research
centers for many years; they should bereturned
tothe country.

“Fortunately, Iran’s Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Organization (ICHTO) has taken
some practical steps to return them. Such efforts
areadmirableand should be continued,”headded.
According to official reports the number of
foreignvisitorsarrivedinIranhasincreased by
38 percentduring the first four months ofthe
Persianyear.




Iranian Construction Companies

Showcasing Capabilities at
International Build Asia
Exhibition

Iranian firms and companies active in the construction
industry are staging their achievements, capabilities, and
products atthe 14th edition of International Build Asia
Exhibition on building materialsand construction machinery

underway in the Pakistani portcity of Kerachi.

Iranian firms and companies are showcasing building
material and tools, including cooling and heating systems,

NEWS

Iran Ups Agro Exports by 59
Percentin 8 Months

Iran has considerably increased its export of
agricultural productsinthefirsteight months ofthe
currentIranianyear (March21,2018-November
22,2018),aseniortrade officialannounced.
“Some 2.31 million tons of fruits and vegetables
worth $866 million were exported during the first
eightmonths ofthe currentyear,” Director General
for Exports Coordination Office at Trade Promotion
Organization Mahmoud Bazarisaid on Sunday.

He reiterated that the figure indicates
a 59-percent growth in value of the exported
agricultural products as compared withlastyear’s
corresponding period.

In a relevant development on Saturday, data
released by the Islamic Republic of Iran Costumes
Administration showed that the value of [ran’s
non-oil goods exported to the littoral states of the
Persian Gulfin the past 8 monthsregistera38%
increase, compared with the corresponding period
inthelastyear,surpassingatotal of $6.5 billion.
Iran’s exports of non-oil commodities to the Persian
Gulflittoral states exceeded $6.5 billion during the
pasteightmonthsofthe currentfiscal year (March
21-Nov.21).

China Successfully Tests Deep

Water Location System
Chinatested successfully asystem ofunderwater
locationatadepth exceeding 10,000 meters during
afield trial ofthe equipment forthe complexnamed
Tsaihungyuy for deep water research.

Perthe Chinese newsagency Xinhua, the tests were
conductedinthe vicinity ofthe Mariana Trench by a
team of scientists aboard the research vessel Shen
Ko.Accordingto the head of the research group Tsui
Veichen, the equipment for underwaterlocation
wentdeep into the seaby means ofthe re-entry
module Tsaihungyuy, and during the test, it was
possible to obtain asignal and determine the exact
geolocation.

The agency specified that the signal with the
location details at the depth was received by the
vessel every 12 seconds.

The equipment, developed by the scientificand
research center Shenyuan, based on the Shanghai
Oceanographic University, reached the point of
10,913 metersinapproximately four hours.
During the tests, the equipment for underwater
location worked withoutinterruption,inastable
mode, the agency reported, with the maximum
distance thatcanbe measured with the equipment
amountingto 15,133 meters.The underwater
location system is a tremendously important
technology for oceanographicresearch, resource
miningin the ocean, preservation of the marine
environment, and security maintenance atsea. The
system enablesresearchersto determine fromthe
vessel the exactlocation of deep-sea equipment.

Mahmoud Haji Yousefipour.

Around 250 delegates from 20 countries, including USA, UK,
Iran, Italy, China, Germany, Taiwan, Japan, Thailand, Turkey,

Omanand UAE areattending the event.

neighboring country’s constructionindustry.

relations.

fireproofand waterproofbuilding products, door knobs,
construction machinery, concreting instruments, and
firebricks, said Iran’s Commercial Attaché to Pakistan

The official said Build Asiaisagood opportunity to provide
anetworking platform for Iranian engineers, contractors,
builders and consultants to strengthen their foothold in the

Iranand Pakistan enjoylongstanding economicand political

spanofthe pastyear.

The trade volume between
the two countries exceeded
$1billion during the eight
months to November 22.
Iran exported $860 million
worth of non-oil goods
to Pakistan in the period,
registering a %58 hike in
comparison with the $539
million exportsin the similar time

According to Haji Yousefipour, the Islamic Republic’s trade

balance with Pakistan currently stands at $665 million.

Managing Director of Isfahan International Exhibition Company in an interview with “Nasle Farda™:

Every Week'There Is An Economic Event In Isfahan

The holding of “National Pavilion of Iran” in
international events with various exhibitions
in different countries of the world, including
“Malaysia”, “UAE”, “Arabia”, “Turkmenistan”,
“China”, “Oman”, “Turkey”, “Panama”, “Hungary”,
“France”, “Belgium”, “Indonesia”, “India”, “Qatar”
and “Russia” not only canraise Iranin the world,
butalsointroduce domestic producersand brands.
Meanwhile, the International Exhibitions of Isfahan
Province in their calendar of exhibitions, each
year, hosts foreign companies atthe international
exhibitions ofthe province,and by attending foreign
exhibitions, will open a way to identify national
production.

We talked aboutthe activities of the foreign sector
of the exhibition with Ali Yarmohammadian, the
managing director of the International Exhibition

Company of Isfahan Province.

A By: Yalda

Tavakoli

The currency turmoil in the
country has somehow affected the
economy; how has theimpacton
foreign exhibitionsbeen?

Inthe crisis of exchange turbulence
and, of course, the depreciation of
thenational currency, many sectors
weredamaged. Wealso encountered
problemsand clearly saw theimpact
ondomesticand foreign exhibitions;
as many exhibitions were held in
the wake of the presence of foreign
companiesordid nothappenatall.In
fact,due tothe status ofthe sanctions,
there wasaproblemin exchanging
goods and money, and producers
from foreign countries refused to
participateinIran. Of course, holding
the national pavilion of Iran at
foreign exhibitions also encountered
problems. The price ofabooth that
lastyear was 200 euros or dollars
thisyearbecame very frustrating for
Iranian producers. Unfortunately, the
governmentdid notsponsor foreign
exhibitions. While governments have
succeededintheireconomywhichhas
beenabletosupporttheirproducers
toattend domesticexhibitions so that
they cansell their productsin other
countries. Infact, thisaction will lead
tothe expansion of exportsin their
country.Inour country, unfortunately,
there are no sponsors for helping
tohold foreign exhibitions and the
presence of [ranian manufacturersin
those exhibitions.On the otherhand,
theincreaseinthe price of booths
hasled toreducing the presence of
domestic manufacturersin foreign
exhibitions while ifthe government

domesticeconomy is also affected.
Evenatthetime of the embargo, the
presence of domestic producersin
foreign exhibitionsand the provision
of their products could lead tomore
domestic production; because every
threat can be an opportunity for
growthandrevenue.

How many exhibitions are held
thisyearinIsfahan? How was the
presence of foreign producersin
them?

This year, 32 domestic exhibitions
have been held by Isfahan Province
International Exhibitions
Development Company. At the
firstinternational fair this year, the
“Livestock and Poultry” exhibition
hosted the presence of countries such
as Germany; many countries also
attended the “Tourism” exhibition.
Attheinternationallyheld “Stoneand
Gold” exhibition, companies from
China, Turkey, and Italy participated
actively. By the end of this year, we
will have an exhibition of “medical
andagriculturalequipment”inwhich
we will also witness the presence of
foreign countries. In total, sixteen
other exhibitions will be held in
Isfahan by the end of this year. In
fact, we will see an economic event
inIsfahan everyweek that Economic
activists gatherin these exhibitions
to offer their products and, in the
hard economic conditions; we are
in, toinject somekind ofhope to the
community.

How was the presence of Iranian
producersin foreign exhibitions
thisyear? Do you have a specific

nextyear?

Wealso attended foreign exhibitions
suchas Dubai, China, and Malaysia.
Although few Iranian companies were
presentatthese foreign exhibitions, [
thinkwe succeeded. Nextyear we will
beattendingthe exhibitionsin Dubai,
Malaysia, and China; we will also
have an exhibition of Iran’s economic
achievementsin LebanonorlIrag.
How did people attend the
exhibitionsthisyear?

We are satisfied with the presence
of people atexhibitions; ahundred
thousand visitorsvisited the book fair;
whichwasheld sometimeago.Inthe
survey, we found that the number of
specialized visitors from exhibitions
alsoincreased, while overnight, eleven
thousandvisitorswere present.
Howwasthepresence ofthe private
sectorin exhibitions?
Thisyear,anumber of exhibitions will
be held by the private sector, butnext
year,all exhibitions will be held by the
private sector.

Explain the plans of the Isfahan
Exhibitions Company.

To continue to work with world-
renowned exhibition centers to host
thenational pavilion ofinternationally
acclaimed events, Planning for the
acquisition of new agencies to hold
Iran’s pavilion atotherinternational
events, Planning for the recruitment
and dispatch of specialized boards
in order to visit internationally
recognized exhibitions and the
holding of exclusive international
exhibitions in Iraq, Lebanon and
Sri Lanka is among the upcoming
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What's News

Iran’s South
Parsto Up Gas
Productionby
36 mem/d

Iran’s South Pars
Gas Fieldlocated in
the Persian Gulf is
slated to rise by 56
million cubic meters
per day by the end of
the current Iranian
year (will end on
March 22, 2019),
a senior oil official
announced.“South
Pars gas output will
reach 630 million
cubicmetersperday,’
Managing Director of
South Par Oiland Gas
Company Mohammad
Meshkinfam said.He
noted thatitwould be
anewrecordinlran’s
gas production from
the offshore gas field
which Iran shares
with Qatar.

“As winter
approaches and
giventhe necessity to
provide sustainable
and continuous gas
to the country, the
development of the
field’snewphaseshas
been accelerated,”
Meshkinfam added.
Hereiterated thattwo
offshore platforms
belonging to Phase
14 of the field would
become operational,
each adding 28
mcm/d to the field’s
sour gas production
capacity.Currently,
Iran is producing a
total of 580 mcm/d
of sour gas from
different  phases
of the field.Earlier
this month, Iran
launched thethird gas
sweetening train of
the onshorerefinery
of South Pars phases
22-24.Farhadlzadjou,
operator of Phase 22-
24 project, said that
the gas sweetening
train was operating
at8 mcm/d of sweet

would pay more attentiontothisthe program for foreign exhibitions events. gas production
capacity supplied
from phases6,7,and

8 of the supergiant

Solution: NO 107

NO 108

. offshorefield.He said

2 6 5 Il'an MOllIltS FlI'St HOIlle-Made once fully operational,
Engine on'Trains the trainwill be able

toprocess 500 mcf/d

itwas mounted onatrainand
tested,” Tafagodisaid.The Iranian
expertshavemadehugeprogress

Deputy Director of the Iranian
Railway Company Mojtaba
Tafaqodi announced that a

of gas (equal to 14.2
mcm) to be injected
to the national gas

number ofthe country’strains in building various types of distribution network.
havebeen equipped withnew engines.IraninJuneinaugurated

home-madeengines.‘Atpresent, theproductionlineofahome-

we have a train with national made 1300-horsepowerhybrid -0

engine whichisbeingusedin dieselengine.Thenewnational GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
the fleet,” Tafaqodi told FNA diesel engine came in two - 1239 1$ -

on Sunday.He added that the
engine hasbeen manufactured
by Iranian experts at the Iran
Heavy Diesel Manufacturing
Company.“The first sample of
the engine was tested on the
ground successfully and then

types of hybrid and gasoline-
consumption types and its
productionlinewasinaugurated
inthe presence of the defense,
road and industry ministers as
well as the vice-president for
scientificaffairs.
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Mohammad-Bager Nobakht in the adding, “inthisbill,taxrevenuesand predicted that

Pres. Rouhanito

=

N meeting. spending for the development projects Iran would
submit nextyear’s He further reiterated that President havebeenpredicted.” sell 1.5
° . Rouhaniwill submitthe budgetbill for Elsewhere in his remarks, Lahouti million
I S FAHAN budgetblll to pal.l' I thenextyeartothe ParliamentonSunday pointed outthatbudgetsofthe Ministry barrels
comlngweek Dec.23. of Education and welfare and supportive of oil per

V=

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani will Speaking among correspondents, he creditswouldbeincreasedinthenext day (bpd)
submitthe budgetbill forthe nextIranian added, “intoday’s session, legislators year’sbudgetbill. while the
calendaryearin 1398 (tostartMarch,21 examined the latest situation of the For his part, Head of Plan and Budget saidvolume
2019) tothe Parliamentin comingweek.  budgetforthenextlraniancalendaryear Organization Mohammad-BagerNobakht atthe current
AMP Mehrdad Baouj Lahoutimade the precisely.” revealed thatthe nextyear’sbudgetwill situationstands
aboveremarkandrevealedthe presence The 2019 Budget Bill will more likely  likelybeapprovedintworates.” at 2.4 million, he
of Head of Plan and Budget Organization subjecttosignificant changes, hesaid, Accordingtothebudgetbill,ithasbeen ended.
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T Zarif: Those Quitting Iran to Be Losers
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Iranian Official

Leaves for “Trump has called for negotiations despite his ..

SaudiArabiato hostile policies, and we have responded to him Iranoptimisticaboutfresh

Di Next thatifhe wasjoking,” the Iranian Foreign Minister efforts to end Yemeni crisis

1scuss .. ¢ Mohammad Javad Zarif said speaking at the 18th Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram
Yeal'Ha.l] edition of Doha Forum in the Qatari capital on Ghasemisaid Sun. thatthereishope the new
The head of Iran’s Saturday. effortsundertakenby UN and some European
Hajjand Pilgrimage countrieswould lead to positive results for
Organization started bringing an end to the Saudi-led aggression
. L “Negotiating with it can actually create in Ye

an official visit to 1d : nful diti ; in Yemen.

Saudi Arabiato hold Don..a . . 'ljrum.p f paintutcon 1t.10ns or Iranian Foreign Ministry Spokesman
talks with senior administrationisfutile,’ other countries. But Ghasemi discussed with Mehr News

Zarif stressed. would that lead to a

officials of the Arab
country about ways
to facilitate Iranian
nationals’ pilgrimage
during next year’s
Hajjseason.
Heading a high-
ranking delegation,
Alireza Rashidian
left Tehran for Saudi
Arabia on Sunday
morningatthe official
invitation ofthe Saudi
Hajjminister.

Every year
representatives of
countries whose
nationals attend
the Hajj pilgrimage
exchange views
with Saudi Hajj
officials about ways
to facilitate the
presence of their
nationals in Saudi
Arabia.

Last year, more
than 86,000 Iranian
pilgrimsattended the
Hajjrituals.

In 2016, more than
1.8 million pilgrims
attended Hajj, but
Iranians stayed at
home after tensions
between Riyadh and
Tehran boiled over
following a deadly
crush of people
during the 2015
pilgrimage.

On September 24,
2015, thousands
of people lost their
lives in the deadly
crush after Saudi
authorities blocked
aroadin Minaduring
aritual, forcinglarge
crowds of pilgrims
to collide.The crush
was the deadliest
incidentinthehistory
of the pilgrimage.
According to an
Associated Press
count based on
official statements
fromthe 36 countries
thatlostcitizens in
the disaster, more
than 2,400 pilgrims

“Iran used to be ready
for direct talks with the
United States, and we
didit,and I spentalotof
time talking with former
US Secretary of State
John Kerry, the result of
which was the nuclear
deal, from which Donald
Trump pulled out,” the
Iranian top diplomat
added.

He further criticized the
USinterventionistpolicy
in the region saying
that it is America that
intervenesintheregion
while the deployment of
Iranian forces has taken
place atthe request of
the governments of the
hosting countries.
Zarifadded, "Aslongas
ournationalinterestsare
met and the European
Union complies with
its obligations, we will
remain committed to the
nucleardeal.”
According to the Twitter
account of the Doha
Forum, Zarifunderlined
thatIranwillnotchange
its policiesunderthe US
sanctions. "Ifthereisan
artwe have perfectedin
Iran--and we can teach
it to others for a price
--itistheartofevading
sanctions," he noted.
Zarif continued, "We
will continue to sell
oil and engage with
the international
community, and the
ones who abandoned
engagementwith uswill
bethelosers."

"It's obviously the
case thatwe are facing
economic  pressure
because of the US
sanctions. [The] USisa
major global power and

New Chiefof' Staff Called Trump A “Terrible Human Being’

-Anewlyreleased video shows US

change of policy? I can
assureyouthatitwon't,"
Zarifsaid.

"If there is an art, we
have perfected in Iran
and canteachto others
foraprice,itistheartof
evading sanctions," he
added.

Although the US has put
somuchpressureonIran
over the past 40 years,
the Islamic Republichas
managed to survive, he
said.

"We've survived against
the United States, against
the will of the United
States for the last 40
years, and I believe we
will survive for the next
40years,"thetop Iranian
diplomatpointed out.
Earlier on November
05, the European Union,
France, Germany and
Britain issued a joint
statement regretting
US'decision toimpose
new sanctions against
Iran, saying thatthey will
continue supportingthe
European companies
engaging in legal
business with Iran.

The reaction came
after the US Treasury
Departmentannounced
all sanctions on Iran
lifted under the 2015
nuclear deal will be back
inforce on November 5.
According to Treasury
Secretary Steven
Mnuchin, the sweeping
sanctions will see 700
people  blacklisted,
including people who
were granted relief
under the 2015 deal,
as well as over 300
new names.Speaking
toreporters on Friday,
Mnuchin said the

sanctionswillalso target
payments made through
the EU’s SPV channel.

He also warned global
financial messaging
service SWIFT that it
could be punished ifit
doesn’t cut off financial
services to entities
and individuals doing
businesswith Iran.
"SWIFT is no different
than any other entity...
We have advised SWIFT
thatitmustdisconnect
any Iranian financial
institutions that we
designate as soon as
technologically feasible
to avoid sanctions
exposure,” henoted.
Hisremarks dismissed
an earlier report by
The Washington Free
Beacon, which claimed
senior State Department
officials have convinced
Secretary of State Mike
Pompeo to allow Iran
toremain connected to
SWIFT.

The Trump
administration earlier
agreed to allow eight
countries to continue
purchasingIran’s crude
oil after Washington’s
sanctionson Tehran take
place next Monday.
Asenioradministration
official told Bloomberg
thatwaivers wereaimed
atpreventing oil price
hikes and would be
granted in exchange for
continued import cuts.
The November 5
sanctions will be the
second batch of bans
tobere-imposed after
Trump pulled the US out

ofthe 2015 deal, which
was signed by Iran and
six world powers in
2015.

The new sanctions cover
Iran’s shipping, finance
and energy sectors,and
penalize other countries
thatdon’tstop dealing
with Tehran.

US President Donald
Trump announced on
May 8 that Washington
would no longer
remain partoftheJoint
Comprehensive Plan
of Action (JCPOA) and
promised tore-impose
the highest level of
economic sanctions
againstlran.

The sanctionsreinstated
on Iran on May 8
included boycottoflran's
crude suppliesand bans
on transfer of its crude
revenues. Thereisa 180
days interval before
these sanctions come
into effect. Other US
secondary sanctionsare
reinstated thismonth.
After Trump's
declaration, the Iranian
government issued
a statement, calling
the US withdrawal
as "unlawful". The
statement underlined
Iran's prerequisites for
continuing the deal with
the five world powers.
These conditions that
were reiterated later
by Iran's Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Seyed
Ali Khamenei later
mainly included Iran's
guaranteed crude
sales and transfer of its
revenuesbackhome.

report

negative opinion of Trump and added.

correspondent on Sunday the current
developmentsregarding the Yemenipeace
talksin Sweden, saying positive steps were
taken under the supervision of the United
Nations to broker peace between Yemeni
parties, which were welcomed by the Islamic
RepublicofIran.

He added thatlIran, too, made constructive
and positive effortsinline with its previous
efforts within the framework of the four-
pointplan for the settlement ofthe crisisin
Yemen.

Hesaid thereishopethatthe currentefforts
wouldlead to apositiveresult.

Ghasemi also maintained that help and
cooperation from the UN and all effective
countriesisneeded tobringan end to the
Saudi-led aggression, establish ceasefire,
and provide the condition for delivering
humanitarian aid to the suffering Yemeni
people, and continuing the peace talks that
commenced in Stockholm.

Thelranian diplomat further said that while
itisverylate, the international community
has finally woken up to and taken a stance
againstthe catastrophe ongoingin Yemen.

Leader has complete mastery
over security, defenseissues:
Army chief

Commander of Iran’s Army Major General
Seyed Abdolrahim Mousavisaid Sunday that
the Leader of [slamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyed Ali Khamenei has acomplete mastery
over defensive and security issues.

He made the remarksinthe 4th symposium
onImam Khameneidefensive thoughtheld at
Defense Ministry’s Marine Industries Organi-
zationheadquartersin Tehran.

“The Leader of the Islamic Revolution has
invaluable experiences from the pre-Islamic
Revolution period and the glorious era of
sacred defense, and [also] he hasa complete
mastery over security, defense,and military
issues,and we can extractthe defense strate-
gy from histhoughtsinthebestpossible way.”
Inthe Leader’s defense theory, ‘ethics’ has
beenmentioned asone ofthe mostimportant
factors of power, Mousavisaid, adding that
this factor cannotbe found in otherrelated
theories.

He wentonto say that spirituality, vigilance,
self-reliance, and self-centeredness are
among the main pillars of the Leader’s de-
fensetheory.

were Kkilled in the
incident.

Saudi Arabia claims
nearly 770 people
were Kkilled, but
officials at Iran’s
Hajjand Pilgrimage
Organization say
about 7,000 people,
including over 460
Iranian pilgrims, lost
theirlives.

President Donald Trump's current
budgetdirectorand soon-to-be Chief
of StaffMick Mulvaney callinghim "a
terriblehumanbeing” duringa2016
campaign debate.

The video was released Saturday
by left-leaning American news and
opinion website The Daily Beast,
prompting broad speculations that
one of Mulvaney’s first task as White
House chiefofstaff would likely be
to explain why he held such very

how hejustifies servinghimatsuch
intimately highlevels.

"Yes, I'm supporting Donald Trump,"
the video shows Mulvaney saying
while debating a Democratic rival
during his successful reelection
as South Carolina’s Republican
representative to the US Congress.
"I'm doingso as enthusiasticallyas|

Moreover, Mulvaney was also quoted
inalocal daily as describing Trump
and his Democratic rival Hillary
Clinton asamongstthe “mostflawed
human beings” running for US
presidency."We have perhaps two
ofthe most flawed human beings
running for presidentin the history of
the country," he stated thenas quoted
can, given the factthatIthinkhe'sa by South Carolina’s The Herald
terrible human being, butthe choice newspaper, referring to Trump and
onthe othersideisjustasbad," he Clinton.

Following

Trump’s unexpected

election win, Mulvaney became a

key partof hisadministration, at

one pointservingas both the White

House budgetdirector and head of
the Consumer Protection Bureau.
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e from Iran’s *®
Iloan Ups Agro Bandar Lengeh
Portups?%¢3
EXpOl‘tS!)y59 The total amount of
Pel'centln 8 commoditiestransitedfrom ; »
Mﬂnﬂl S Bandar Lengeh Port21has ——
reached 186,219 since the .
Persian Food beginning of the current
Primer: 10 Iranian calendar year on
Essential Iranian March 21, whichindicates
Dishes a 73% rise compared to ‘\' .
the same period lastyear,
an official said.A total of
M | ] 5,834,650 tons of goods
orningcalltoprayer: wereloadedand unloaded
05:32:38 by the western ports of
Nooncalltoprayer: Iran’s southern province
11:59:25 of Hormozgan during
Eveningcalltoprayer: the same period, told
1719:02 the Director of Ports and
Maritime Organizationin
Bandar Lengeh Qassem

Askari-nasabtoreporters.
Non-oil exports, mostly
fruits, nuts, industrial
minerals,and construction

PPL material, saw a 24%
B High:13"c increasetoreach 655,827
Low:-1c tons,headded.

Resumption of Iran-China BankingTies Runs

Head of Iran-China Joint Chamber of Commerce said the banking
transactions between Tehranand Beijinghave notbeen still restarted

Speakingto Tasnim, Asadollah Asgaroladisaid the banking transactions
with China were planned to resume a few days ago, butthe plan “has not
entered the operational phase sofar.”"Healsonoted thatIran’snewly-appointed

ambassador has gone to China to resolve the banking problems, expressing the hope for good
newsaboutthe positive results of negotiations in coming days.On November 28, Asgaroladi said
the hurdlesinbanking transactions between Tehran and Beijinghave been cleared.
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DM: Pressures on Iran's Missile Power Due

to US Disappointment at Military Action

Defense Minister Brigadier General Amir

Hatami said the US is using Iran's missile

program as a pretextto pressure and weaken

Tehran as Washington hasbeen disappointed

atthemilitary option againstIran.

"Today, the enemies have grown disappointed
atmilitary threats and their pressures on Iran's
missiles are becuase of their despair. But we do
knowverywellthatwe canneverneglectthe defense
power even for one moment,” General Hatamisaid,
addressingaforumin Tehran on Sunday.

Headded thatthe USanditsallies wanted to use the
terroristgroupsinlraqand Syriato hitablowto the
Islamic Revolution butIran's supports for the legal

governmentsin those countries foiled enemies' plots
and created theresistance pivot.

Iran hastakenlongstridesin production of different
missiles despite the US sanctions.

Commander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Aerospace Force Brigadier General Amir Ali
Hajizadeh said last Monday thatIran enjoyed the
technology to widen the range ofits missiles beyond
the present2,000km, butdid not planto increase
therangeasitseesnoneed."We have the capability
to build missiles with higher ranges. The digit,
2,000km, isnotadivine decree butwhathasbeen
decided untiltodayisbased on ourneeds," Hajizadeh
said, addressing Iranian university students in
Tehran.He said as regards the range of its missiles,
Irandid notfeel restrained eitherin technical terms
orbecause ofanyagreementon the range of missiles.

Fruit, vegetable exports up
%59 in S months

Iran exported 2.31 million tons of fruits and

vegetables worth 866$ million during the past

eightmonthsofthe currentfiscal (March-21 Nov.

21),asenior official atIran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) said.

Mahmoud Bazari, the director general of the

exports coordination office at TPO for agro crops
and processingindustries’ products, said the figure
indicates 59% and 19% growth in terms of value
and volume in comparison with the similar period
oflastyear.

According to the official, 160,000 tons of flowers
worth $401 million were exported in the period,
which show a 40% hike in terms of value and 5.4%
increaseintermsofvolumeyearonyear.
Bazariadded thatexports of Iran’s sweets and
chocolates stood at 330,000 tons worth $549
million, which also showanincrease of34% and 3%
interms of value and volume, respectively.

Disasterinfo management centerto

openofficeinTehran

Office ofthe Asian and Pacific Centre for Development
of Disaster Information Management (APDIM) will be
officiallyopenedintheIranian capital, Tehran,on December
19.

Accordingto apressrelease received by the Islamic
RepublicNews Agency (IRNA) from the United Nations
Information Center (UNIC) in Tehran, top-ranking officials
fromIran, the Economicand Social Commission for Asiaand
Pacific (ESCAP), the state members of APDIM Governing
Counciland anumber of delegates from Asian and Pacific
countrieswillattend the opening ceremony.
Inaccordance withthe ESCAPresolution71/11adopted

in2015,APDIMis established in Iran with the aim of
reducingtheriskand the negativeimpactofdisastersin
Asiaand the Pacificby enhancing capacities oftheregional
countries and organizationsin disaster information
management.With Iran’s cooperationand contribution,
the processforthe establishmentof APDIM was finalized
in2018andthe centreisreadyto provide servicestothe
regional countries. APDIM’s programsare focused around
the following:Firstly, it will serve asaknowledge and
informationrepository forall disasterrelated datain the
region.Secondly, APDIMwilllead on capacity development
by developingknowledge managementtoolsand facilities
suchase-learningplatformsfordisasterriskresiliencewith
specifictrainingmodules.

Managing Director of Isfahan International Exhibition Company in an interview with “Nasle Farda”:

Every Week'There Is An Economic Event

Investment needed for pearl culture marketin Iran

portcity

Southern Iranian port city of Bandar Lengeh in

in Bandar Lengeh, noting that harvesting
oystersand pearlshave been goingoninthe

Hormuzgan Province can become a center for

harbor for many years to the point thatitis

harvesting cultured pearls once investmentis made in

called 'Portof Pearl'.

the project, an official said.

Headded thatoverharvestingintheareahas
led authorities toimpose caps for harvesting
pearls.

'Harvesting now is only possible at the

Hossein Rias, the head of Fisheries
Departmentin Bandar Lengeh, told Iran Daily,
'Pearlshave been traditionally harvested in
thearea,alaborious practice that meansthe
oddsarehighfor findingany pearls.'

He added, 'Once investmentis attracted,
eitherbylocal or foreign investors, to cultivate
pearlsinthe area, the chance for harvesting
pearls goes up significantly, he added.
Bandar Lengehislocated on the Persian Gulf
coastwheretraditional harvesting of natural
pearlshas endured through generations.
Riasdescribed the pearls found in the Persian
Gulfasthebestand mostlustrousinthe world.
'Given the reputation of the pearls found in
the Persian GulfandIran'srolein harvesting
pearls, thisvaluable jewelry hasbeen globally
registered as the 'Pearl of Persian Gulf', he
said.

The World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) registered the 'Pearl of Persian Gulf'
inOctober2018.

WIPO is a special UN agency registering
intellectual properties based on their
geographical region.

Rias pointed to the history of pearl harvesting

beginning of the summer. About 0.5 to one
million pearl oysters are allowed to be
harvestedintheharbor, headded.
Accordingtoareportpublished lastyearin
Financial Times, global production of cultured
saltwater pearlsisnow worth 400$ million.
Riassaid the seabed and the cleanwaterinthe
area have the potentials for cultivating and
harvesting pearls.

To cultivate pearls, divershand-collect oyster
shells from the seabed off Persian Gulf coast
andthenplaceanucleusinto the oyster. They
arethenreturnedto the seawhere they hang
onlinesinsheltered baysto protectthem from
undertows. Ittakestwoto three yearsbeforea
pearlisharvested.

Rias said the process of cultivating pearlsis
tootechnical forthelocalstograsp. Theyneed
training.'

He noted, 'If the nucleus-placing is done
professionally, the chances are high that you
canharvestmore pearls fromthe seabed.'
Cultivation of pearl-forming oysters canalso
boostemploymentintheareaandbringin
revenues, he concluded.

Iran president says Kish can

link country to global economy
Iran’s President Hassan Rouhaniinameetingwith
the head of Kish Free Zone Organization called
for promotingIran’s southern Kish Island as the
country’slinkto global economy.

President Rouhani met Gholam-Hossein
Mozaffarion Saturday to highlightthe important
ongoingand future programsto beimplemented
inKishIsland.

Strengthening the economic position of Kish
Island, developing ties with neighboring

countries, utilizing the island’s trade potentials,
and promoting university campuses in the
island were the mostimportanttopics Rouhani
discussed.

Mozaffari presented areporton the current
condition ofthe economic projectsin Kish Island.
Hementioned strengthening Kish’sinfrastructure
for supplying water and electricity, as well as
developingtheairportand the portoftheisland
among the main programs he will pursue in the
future. Mozaffari was appointed as the head of
Kish Free Zone Organization in November.
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