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Attraction
Jaajarmi
Husseiniyeh
in Iran’s
Bojnourd

JaajarmiHusseiniyeh
islocated in Bojnourd
downtown in the
historical district of
Iran’s northeastern
city, and dates back
tothe waningyears of
Qajarera.

Based on the existing
inscriptions, the
Husseiniyeh hasbeen
constructedin 1325
AH.Itis an example
of traditional
architecture which
maintains a central
courtyard. Its door
and windows
all overlook the
courtyard. This
architectural style
is not common
in Bojnourd as
such, and has been
mainly taken into
considerationindry
regions

/‘«,

The
building is square-

two-story

shaped, covering
a total area of 600
square meters. Its
gateway islinked to
central courtyard,
while there are
two stairways in
its northeastern
and southwestern
corners, leading
to the upper floor.
Different parts
of this building

are decorated
with brickworks,
plasterworks,
inscriptions.

and

Northern Khorasan
Province maintains
a diverse scenic
landscape. The thick
forests of Qorkhod
in the city of Maneh,
and the wildlife safe
haven of Miandashtin
Jaajarmare two ofthe
sceniclandscapes of
this province.
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Isfahan: Unknown Pearl Of Middle East

Isfahan isalso known as Esfahan,
Espahan, Isfahan, or Isphahan, and
isone ofthe thirty-one provincesin
Iran.Itisanancientcitylocated in
the center of[ranand about 340 km
south of Tehran.

From 1592to 1722, IsfahanIranwas
the Capital of Persiaanditis called
“Nesf-e-Jahan” by Persians, which
means “HalfWorld”.

Tomany, Isfahan, Iranisthe unknown pearl
ofthe Middle Eastand the mostbeautiful
cityinthe world. People who plan to travel
should make the city of Isfahan, a certain
stopasitwillbringremarkable memories
thatwilllinger with you foralongtime.
Isfahan Weather

Isfahan, Iran sits 1,590 metres above sea
leveland has an arid climate. Even at this
high altitude, visitors should know that
Isfahan weather remains hotduring the
summer, with temperatures typically
reaching 35 °C. However, thanks to low
humidity and moderate temperatures at
night, the climate in the city of Isfahan can
bevery pleasantonce the sun goes down.
During the winter, days are mild while
nights canbevery cold.

IsfahanIran Points of Interest

The city of Isfahan boasts unrivalled beauty
and splendour. Naghs-e Jehan Square,
the second largestsquare in the world,
brings to mind other historicsites, such as
Istanbul and the Taj Mahal.

When in the city, find a nice Isfahan
accommodation thatwill bringyou closer
tothe mostinteresting places thatyou
mustsee.

Atrip to Isfahan Iran won’tbe complete
without visiting its lush gardens and
fountains, extravagant series of palaces,
mosques, and Islamicarchitecture. Also,
don’tmiss the Shah-Abas hotel, tourists
inthe city of Isfahan should try out their
hiddentea-roomattheback.

Isfahan hasbustling bazaars thatyou will
find too inviting thatyou’d wantto spend
an afternoon shopping for handmade
Persian rugs, ornaments, china, and

ml'lbi “!'“ 'A

glassware.

SightseeinginIsfahan

True enough, Isfahan, Iran can easily
qualify as the most beautiful city in the
world. Going around the city of Isfahan
treatsyoutoaoneofakindadventurethat’s
filled with the mostbeautiful placestosee,
thatare made more extraordinary with the
beautifully hand-painted tiling that covers
the city.

Below you will find some of the must-see
pointsofinterestinthe city of Isfahan.
The Siosepol Bridge

Lookinglike somethingrightoutofafairy
talebook, the bridgesthatcross Esfahan’s
Zayandeh River are a sight to behold.
Many of these structures date back to the
golden eraofthe 1600s, including the
33-arched Si-o-Seh Bridge, and the Khaju
Bridge, whichis splitovertwo levels. Fans
ofhistoryand architecture willlove to see
these magnificentfeats of engineering.
AaliQapuPalaceinIsfahan

This palace wasbuiltatthe very end of
the 16th century asaresidence for Shah
Abbas]I. Thissix-storey palacealso served
as amonumental gateway to the royal
palacesinthe parklandsbeyond (Ali Qapu
means the ‘Gate of Ali"). Named for Abbas’
hero,the Imam Alij, it was builtto make an
impression,and atsixstoreysand 38mtall
itcertainly does.

The highlight ofthe palaceisits elevated
terrace, which features 18 slender
columns. The terrace affords awonderful
view of the square, and one of the best
views ofthe Masjed-e Shah.

Many ofthe valuable paintingsand mosaics
thatonce decoratedthe 52 smallrooms,
corridors and stairways were sadly
destroyed during the Qajar period and
afterthe 1979revolution.
Besuretovisitthe musicroomontheupper
floor. The stucco ceilingis riddled with
the shapes of vasesand other household
utensils cutto enhance the acoustics. This
distinctive craftsmanship, considered by
some to be one of the finest examples of
secular Persianart, extends to the walls.
Chehel Sotouninlsfahan

Thisisthe only surviving palace on the
royal precinct that stretched between
Nagsh-eJahan (Imam) Square and Chahar

Bagh Abbasi Street. This Safavid-era
complexwas builtasapleasure pavilion
andreception hall, usingthe Achaemenid-
inspired talar (columnar porch) style. The
structureasyousee today wasrebuiltafter
afirein1706.

You canenterviathe eleganttalarterrace,
afeature which createsalovely transition
between the exquisite gardens soloved
by the Persians, and interior splendour
you’'ve come to expect. There are 20
slender, ribbed wooden pillars whichrise
tothewooden ceilingwith crossbeamsand
exquisite inlay work. Chehel Sotun means
“40 pillars” -the number reflected in the
longpoolinfrontofthe palace.

The Great Hall contains arich array of
frescoes, miniatures and ceramics. The
upper walls feature historical frescoes on
agrand scale. Some portray courtlife and
the greatbattles of the Safavid era.

The palace’sgarden, Bagh-e Chehel Sotun,
isan excellentexample of a classic Persian
Gardenand wasrecentlyadded to Unesco’s
World Heritage list.
AccommodationinIsfahan

When it comes to Accommodation in
Isfahan, youshould consider staying at
Sunrise traditional hotel.Itisa Qajarera
building, whichis fully refurbished and
preserved in excellent condition. It is
located inthe center of Isfahan city. Rooms
have aview onthebeautiful and relaxing
garden.

Sunrise Hotel -Doubleroom

The small villagelocated near abeautiful
mosque and old Hammam, hides a
beautifully restored The Tak Taku
Traditional House, which is very well
designed withlarge seatingareasaround
the courtyard full oflight. This placeis
an oasis of calmness. Owners are very
friendly and ifyou really wantto discover
the Iranian way oflife, thisisthe bestplace
you can find.

Tak-Taku Guesthouse -Isfahan
Iftraditional hotels and guesthouses are
the perfect choices for you to experience
specific Iranian atmosphere and feel
wonderful homestay touch than you
should choose Ebne-Sina Hotel. Overall,
itisafairpriceto pay forathreestarrated
hotel.

WHERETOVISIT

“Gaz” Candy, Traditional
Souvenir of Isfahan

Gazisasweetthatoriginates from the city of Isfahan,
located inthe central plateau of Iran. Gazis derived
fromthejuices and stems ofadesertplant called
angebin whichis amember of the Tamarisk family,
native to the Zagros Mountains range located to
the west of the city. The plantisassociated with
manna, afood mentioned in the religious texts of
the Abrahamicreligions. Thejuiceis combined with
otheringredientsincluding pistachio oralmond
kernels, rosewater and egg white.

Typically, Gaznougats are notindividually wrapped,
rather they are packed togetherinaboxand dusted
with flour to keep the pieces from sticking to one
another. They may be cutinto bite-sized pieces, but
aremore oftensoldinlargersizes.

HowlIt'sMade

Traditionally, the juice and stems were collected
from the mountains and broughtinto town where
itwas putinto copper vessels. The raw mixture was
thenbeaten untilitreachedthe desired consistency
and fashioned by hand into the desired shape. This
processisstill carried outin modern day Isfahan.
Preparation

Once collected from the mountains, the “gaz” of
Khunsaris broughtinto town and placed into very
large copper vessels which contain the remaining
ingredients of eggwhite, pistachio oralmond kernels,
androsewater. The raw mixture is then beaten over
heatuntilitreachesthe desired consistency.
Traditionally (and still today) gaz-nougat is
handmade and fashioned into individual round
piecesofabout2-3inchesin diameter and half
aninchinthickness- packed intoawoodenbox
(nowadays cardboard, metal or plastic boxes are
used) and covered with plain flour to keep the pieces
from sticking to one another. They may be cutinto
bite-sized pieces, butare more often sold in larger
sizes.Gazinflouris called “gaz-e-ardi”.

Inmodern times and with the adventofautomated
machines capable of mixing, cuttingand wrapping
individual bite-sized pieces of gaz, production has
increased to commerciallevels.

WHERETOVISIT

Rakhtshooy Khaneh Historical
Edificein Iran’s Zanjan

The famousedifice of Rakhtshooy Khanehis locatedln
BabaJamal ChoqoieinIran’snortherncity of Zanjan.
Itwas constructed by two brothers named Mashadi
Akbar (anarchitect of those times) and Mashadi
Esmail.

The construction can be divided into two parts.
The first can be said to be the ‘care-taker’ and
management,and thenthe washroomarea.

The formerrelates to the courtyard and residential
quarters, which encompasses two chambers along
withanentrance. Thelatter portionisthe washroom
areathatagain can be categorized into different
sections-such as the water reservoir the ceiling of
whichisbeautifully architecture.
Anothersectionisthe main or original wash room,
constructed fromslabs of stoneand mortar. Internally
thisbuildingboastofuniquearchitectural techniques.
Itcanbenoted thatclothes canbe washed herein
four phases - beginningatthe end of the water canal
and endingonthe otherside. Beside footbaths canbe
observed, aswellas a sewage system which had been
planned under the footbaths, hence delivering the
sewage water to the sewage system of the city.
Atpresentthis public wash-house and historical
relichasbeenrenovatedintoamuseum, whichison
recordinlran.




seemed thatmuch oftheimpactofthenewrestrictionshadalready doso.”
bakedin.Promisingnewsaboutlranbeingabletoexportitsoiltoits Tensions  have  spiked
Against USD main customers,alongwith othermeasurestakenbythe Central between Iran and the US
Therial strengthened sharply on Tuesday; climbingtoanearthree- BankofIran, prompted areversalin the forexmarket, Financial afterbeleaguered President
monthhighagainstthe US dollar. With the exchangeratebreaking  Tribunereported. Donald Trump pulled out of
below the psychologicallevel 0f 110,000, the USdollarwastraded = NexttoImpossible aninternational agreementon
inthe openmarketforabout 107,000 rials.Iran’snational currency = PresidentHassan Rouhaniinastatementbroadcastliveonstate  Iran’snuclearprograminMay.
had dropped past100,000rialstothe USdollar forthefirsttimein TV onTuesday said exportofIranianoilhasimprovedsinceearly Rouhani says the US was also
lateJulyasIraniansbraced for August 7when Washingtonwasdue -~ November. The United StatesimposedsanctionsonIran’soilindustry - unsuccessfulin preventing OPEC
toreimpose thefirstbatch ofeconomicsanctions. inearly Novemberand US officials have said theywanttoreduce  from cutting production. OPECand its
Therial’s freefall continued in the coming months reachingthe  “Iran’soilexportstozero.” Russia-ledallies agreedlastweekto cutoil ’ o
alltimelowof 190,000 rialsto the greenbackin early fall. Butafter  Tehranhassaid thatthatwould be nexttoimpossibleandif“Iran  productionby morethanthemarkethad expected, despitemounting
November 4, the date of second round ofillegal US sanctions, it cannotexportoilnoother country (intheregion) wouldbeableto pressurefrom Trumpnottoreduceoutput.

Iranian Rial Near 3-Month High

N V)

|SFAHAN
NEWS

Greece to become hub for Iran =
NBv5 . Oilpricesriseon
Asianstockrally,
Health Expenditure of tl.anSlt to Europe OPEC-led cuts

0Oil prices climbed by
around 1 percent on
Wednesday amid astock
market rebound and
on expectations that an
OPEC-led output cut for

Ul'ball, Rural Households in Tehran,Dec21,IRNA - Arecent memorandum of ] ¥ . m - z

Iran (2017-18S)

The percentage of healthcare spending
accounted for 10.6% of the total household

understanding to streamline transportbetween
Iranand Greece will turn the European country into
ahubforexportoflranian products to the continent,

expenditureinurbanareasand 10.3%inrural
areasinthelastfiscal year (March2017-18).
The Persian daily Donya-e-Eqtesad reported the
figures, citing the datareleased by the Ministry of
Cooperatives, Laborand Social Welfare’s Center
of Statistics.

Health expenditure is divided into two
categories of “health and treatment” and
“insurance”.

Forurban households with an average of 3.6
members, the shares of “health and treatment
spending” and “insurance spending” stood at
7.2%and 3.4% lastyear, respectively,according
to Financial Tribune.

The overall expenses of an urban householdlast
yearhovered around 390 millionrials ($3,451),
indicatinga 15.7%rise compared with the year
before. The average health expenditure last
year was around 35 million rials (about $309),
of which 24 million rials ($212) were spenton
“healthand treatment”and 11 millionrials ($97)
wenttoward insurance payment.

For rural households of an average of 3.6
members, the shares of “health and treatment
spending” and “insurance spending” stood at
7.6%and 2.7% for rural householdslastyear.
The overall expenses ofarural household last
yearhovered around 180 millionrials ($1,592),
registeringa 13.9%rise compared with the year
before. The average health expenditure of rural
householdslastyearwasaround 18 millionrials
(about$159), of which 13.6 millionrials (about
$120) wenttoward “health and treatment”
and 4.8 million rials (about $42) constituted
insurance payment.

Iran provincial official likens
Makran Coast to ‘wings of

development’

The 1500-kilometer Makran Coast, with halfofit
stretchingin Pakistan’s Balouchistan Province and
theotherhalfinIran’s Sistan-Baluchestan Provinceis
similartowings ofdevelopmentforthe twonations,
said thegovernorgeneralinthelraniansoutheastern
province.Investingintheinfrastructures of Makran
Coastcanuphold the dignity of the two nations,
said Ahmad-Ali Mohebatiinameeting with Chief
Secretary of Pakistan’s Balochistan province Akhtar
Nazir Tuesday evening.Chabaharand Gwadar ports
canalsointurnserveaswings of developmentfor
Makran Coast, Mohebatisaid.Utilizing the capacities
ofthe two portsin Iran and Pakistan, including
establishingbordermarketsand economicfreezones,
caneffectively enhance thelife ofthe people on the
bothsidesoftheborder;headded.

an official said.

A By SadeqgDehgan

Greecetobecomehub forIrantransit
toEurope

Head of [Iran-Greece Joint Chamber
of Commerce Majid Movafeq Qadiri
told Iran Daily, ‘Based on the MoU,
Greece willbecome a hub for Iran
transitand exportsto the European
Union thus playing a key role for
increasingIran-EU trade.
Iranianand Greekofficials signed the
18-paragraphagreementin Tehran
in May to facilitate the transfer of
goods between the two countries.
Theagreementenvisagesa corridor,
called the ‘Persian Gulf-Black Sea’,
thatwould see Iranian goods being
transited from the Persian Gulfto
Azerbaijan, Armenia, Bulgariaand
then Greeceand onward to Europe,
Qadirisaid.

He pointed to the ongoing Iran-EU
talks to find a special payments
mechanism to maintain trade,
adding thatan agreement would
increase commercial tiesbetween
Iran and Greece as the country is
amember ofthe European Union
and must abide by its laws and
regulations.

France, Germany and Britain —

the European signatories to world
powers’ nuclear deal with Iranin
2015 — have scrambled to come
up with measures to preserve
economic benefits for Tehran
after US President Donald Trump
withdrew fromtheaccordin Mayand
reimposed sanctions onIran.

Iran and EU are negotiating a
financial mechanism for to keep
tradingbetween the two sides.

The mechanism, known as Special
Purpose Vehicle (SPV), would act
asaclearing house that could be
used to help match Iranian oil and
gas exports to purchase EU goods,
circumventing US sanctions which
are based on the global use of the
dollar for oil trading.
0il,non-oiltrade

Iran’s oil exports to Greece reached
almost $7 billion last year, Qadiri

said,addingthatIranalso exported
motor vehicle oil valued at $838
million to the European country in
theyearwhichended on March 20.
In November, Greece was among
the eight countries thatreceived US
waivers to buy Iranian oil.
Pointingtothe non-oiltrade between
the two sides, Qadiri said Iran
exported goods worthmore than $35
million to Greece while itsimports
reached $21 millionlastyear.

‘The numbers show that Iran’s
exports to Greece has increased
by 32 percent comparingto ayear
ago, whileimportshave goneup 25
percent.

The head of Iran-Greece Joint
Chamber of Commerce said Iran’s
exportsto Greece have witnessed a
sixfold increase compared to whatit
was fouryearsago.

NO 105

Iran, Oman Launch
Direct Sea Route

Aseniorprovincial officialannounced that
Iranand Oman havelaunched adirectsea
route between their strategic ports which
would facilitate trade exchangesbetween
thetwo countries.

“The marine line connecting the two
Persian Gulf littoral ports is now
operational and is envisaged to help
increase the economic interactions
between the two countries,” Director
General of Hormuzgan Industry, Mineand
Trade DepartmentKhalil Qassemisaid.
Qassemi reiterated that the marine
route would be of greathelp in exporting
Hormuzgan’'s non-oil goods, in particular
agricultural products, to Oman.

Iranand Oman share a history of friendly
tiesinpolitical and economicfields.Oman
isamongthe top 10 destinations of Iran’s
non-oilexports.

Tradesbetween the two countries during
the firstfive months ofthe currentfiscal
through August 22, stood at 1.36 million
tons worth $659.80, registeringa 53.71
percent and 126.6 percent growth in
tonnageand value, respectively compared
tolastyear’s corresponding period.

Iran and Oman have had good economic
relations fromold timesand the tieshave
even expanded in recent years due to
extended bank cooperationbetween the
two countries.

Oman’s Minister of Commerce and
Industry Ali bin Masoud al-Sunaidy
saidin October thatthe removal of visa
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requirements for the citizens of Oman
visiting [ran would boost commercial
relationsbetween the two countries.

The Omani minister made theremarksin
Omani capital city of Muscatin ameeting
with Iranian Ambassador to Oman
Mohammadreza Nouri Shahroudi.

He added that the move could be
considered as a significant step forward
towards expanding tourismin both Iran
and Oman. Hewentfurtheraddingthatthe
visaremoval further expands the friendly
relationsbetween the twonations.

The Iranian governmentannounced on
September 17 that Omani citizens can
travel to Iranwithoutvisa.

Omaninreturn facilitated the visaissuing
processusingelectronic 10-day visas
which canbe extendeduptoayear.

Iran’s Non-Qil Trade With Neighbors
Exceeds 24$bin S Months

Iran traded 43.15 million period.Latestdatareleased
tons of non-oil commodities by the Islamic Republic of
worth $24.41billionwithits15 Iran Customs Administration
neighboring countries;namely show Iran’s exports to the
the United Arab Emirates, Irag, neighboringcountries totaled
Turkey, Afghanistan, Pakistan, 39.08 million tons worth
Russia, Oman, Azerbaijan, $17.84 billion during the
Turkmenistan, Kuwait, Qatar, periodunderreview,indicating
Kazakhstan, Armenia, Bahrain, 10.5%and33.62%increasesin
and Saudi Arabia during the tonnageandvaluerespectively
firsteightmonthsofthecurrent year-on-year. Imports, on
fiscal (March 21-November the otherhand, stood at4.07
21) toregister a 6.55% and million tons worth $6.56
11.58% rise in tonnage and billion, down in tonnage and
valuerespectively compared valueby20.64% and 22.96%
tolastyear’s corresponding YOY.

2019 would stabilize the
supply-demandbalance.
Disruptions to Libyan
crude exportsafterlocal
militiaseized the country’s
biggestoilfield, El Sharara,
werealso buoyingprices,
traderssaid.
International Brentcrude
oil futures LCOc1 were
at $60.86 per barrel at
0543 GMT, up 66 cents,
or 1.1 percent, fromtheir
lastclose.U.S. West Texas
Intermediate ~ (WTI)
crude futures CLc1 were
at$52.22 perbarrel,up57
cents,or1.1percent.

The higher prices came
amid an increase in
Asian share markets on
Wednesday.[MKTS/
GLOB]

U.S. President Donald
Trump told Reuters in
aninterview on Tuesday
thattalkswith Chinawere
takingplacetodefuse the
trade dispute between
the world’s two biggest
economies.

Despite Tuesday’s more
confidentmarket, analysts
warned of an economic
slowdown.“The global
economyissetto coolin
2019-20,asrisinginterest
rates and inflation begin
to limit consumption
in major developed
economies, and market
uncertainty weakens
the fundamentals in
emerging markets,” the
Economist Intelligence
Unit (EIU) saidinitslatest
outlook.British  bank
Barclays saidinits 2019
commodities outlook
that“the majorrisktothe
near-termoutlookrelates
toafaster-than-expected
deteriorationineconomic
activity”In oil market
fundamentals,a decision
by the Organisation of
the Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC)
and some non-OPEC
producers including
Russia last week to cut
supply by 1.2 million
barrels per day (bpd)
has supported prices this
week.

GOLD PRICEPEROUNCE
1,248.3%
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Canadareleases
Huawei CFO
accused of Iran
engagementon
bail

The Canadian court
has released the
Chief Financial
Officer of Huawei
Telecommunications
Equipment Company
who was detained on
December 1 for the
alleged circumvention
ofanti-Iransanctions.
In a court hearing
in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Justice
William Ehrcke granted
C$10 million ($7.5
million) bail to Meng,
who has been jailed
since her arrest, the
UK-based news agency
‘Reuters’ reported on
Tuesday.

‘If a Canadian judge
rules the case against
Mengis strong enough,
Canada’s justice
minister must next
decide whether to
extradite her to the
United States, Reuters
added.

‘If so, Meng would
face US charges of
conspiracy to defraud

multiple  financial
institutions, with a
maximum sentence

of 30 years for each
charge!

Iran Urges EU
to Deliveron
SPV Promisein

Practice
Advisorto the Iranian
Parliament Speaker
Hossein Amir
Abdollahian said on
Wednesday that the
EU should undertake
“practical measures” to
deliver onits promises
for establishing trade
mechanism with non-
dollartransactions.
Amir Abdollahian
made the remarks in
a meeting with Tarja
Cronberg, former Chair
of the Parliament’s
delegation forrelations
with Iran and the
current executive
director of European
Leadership Network.
Inthe meeting, which
was held in Tehran

Iraqi PM reiterates opposition to US sanctions

on Iran

Iraqi Prime Minister Adel Abdul-Mahdihas once again reiterated his government’s stance
againstthe US’ unilateral sanctions on the Islamic Republicof Iran.
Addressingapress conference on Tuesday, Abdul-Mahdisaid, “once again I should say.Iraq

willnotbeapartofthesanctions.”

Hemadetheremarksahead ofavisitby US Energy Secretary Rick Perry to Baghdad with the
aimofurginglraqienergy officialstoreducereliance on Iranian gas for runningits powergrid.
Abdul-Mahdisaid he would send adelegation to the United States to seekan exemption from
sanctionsto keep importing gas from Tehran.“The Americansideis cooperatingwith Iraq
tofind solutions thatwould remove pressure on Iragbecause the (Iranian) gasislinked toa
verysensitiveissue whichiselectricity,” the officialadded.

Iran remains safe thanks to Islam: Leader

Supreme Leader of the [slamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei said thatin the face ofa storm
thatis sweeping the world, afflicting this region -
onethathasnowreachedtoFrance-Iranisonboard
asafe ship and continues to powerfully sail on this
path, thanksto Islam and the Progeny of the Prophet

UN chief urges regional, int’l players to help

preserve JCPOA

Secretary General of the United Nations Antonio Guterres once again described JCPOA as
achievementofmultilateral diplomacy, urging regional and international players to ensure

continuance oftheinternational accord.

Inthesixthreportontheimplementation of Resolution 2231 ofthe Security Council, he said
thatthe dealwasapproved by theresolution asamajor multilateral diplomaticachievement.
Unlike hisreport six months ago where he expressed concern over US withdrawal from
JCPOA, thistime he spoke of [CPOA survival, stressing that the parties should help save the
deal which constitutes the basis ofregional and international peace and security.

He also maintained thatirrelevantissuesto JCPOA should be dealt within a separate

atmosphere.

Muhammad (PBUT).

While meeting with a
number of families ofthe
martyred defenders of
the shrineand martyrs
ofthe Sacred Defenseera,
thismorning December
2018,12,the Leader of
the Islamic Revolution
stated, “Thisis the spirit
and faith of devout,
revolutionaryyouth that
helps us be as strong
as mountains in the
face of problems. Some
representatives of the
revolution left the path
they had taken and the
revolutionalsolostsome
ofitsdevotees;the same
happened in the early
yearsoflslam.”
Ayatollah Khamenei
called the persistence
and growth of devout
members in the face of
many obstaclesamiracle
oftherevolutionandheld,
“However, several times
more than thisloss, we
have had growth: new
enthusiasts. This is a
miracle oftherevolution.
You can see today, after
forty years, devout
Muslim youth, who
haven’teven seenImam
Khomeiniand the Sacred
Defenseera,areready to
fight, justlike the youth
during the early years
of the revolution, with
revolutionary spirit, with
courage and enthusiasm,
justlikethe greatmartyrs
Hemmatand Kharrazi”.
The Leader of the
Revolution praised the
Islamic establishment
forraising such strong
spirits,adding, “Thisisthe
miracle of the revolution
and the establishment
thatcanrecreatethesame
strongand endeavoring
spirit. Theyouthsare the
pride and main pillars of
the revolution and the
country.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
appreciated the
sacrifice made by the
young martyrs and
addressed their families
by stating, “Your young
sons saved the country
and prevented the
Front of Arrogance
from dominating over
our country as they did
during the era of Taghut
(Pahlavi).

His Excellency described
the authorities of the
United States of America
asindifferentto thelives
of the innocent people
and only caring about
money, “Look at US
officials: watch how they
are wealth-worshipping,
trampling the truth, and
disregarding humans'
livesand properties,”.
The Supreme Leader
thenslammed the United
States for its complicity
in Saudis crimes against
the Yemeninationasone
example of mayhems
perpetrated by the United
States and said, “Yemen
isone example ofit. The
Saudis are committing
the crimes. Butthe USis
their partner in crime.
Theyadmitittoo. They
targethospitals, bazaars,
and gatherings of people.
Theyare criminals. This
isthe face of the United
States.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
addressed the nation of
Iranand invited themto
watchtheunmaskedface
ofthe governmentofthe
United States. He held,
“Iranian nation! If you
wantto know the United
States of America.,look
at US officials and the
president of the United
States. They have clearly
revealed the ugly face of
theUS.”

He wenton to say, “The

US’s plot against the
[raniannationisexposed,;
they have no more plots
to hitus with; they have
doneall they could. The
US’s plot is to create
problems, conflictand
internal warinside our
country by means of
sanctions and security
disturbing measures.
They have done their
utmost.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
criticized Muslim states
who have established
close ties with the
arroganthostile powers
and asserted, “Today,
some in the Muslim
world have made
friendly pledges to the
enemy. The crime that
Al-Saud is committing
by usurping Yemen will
turnouttobe detrimental
tothemselves.It'sbeen
nearly four years since
they started to commit
atrocities in Yemen;
they thoughtthey would
overcome Yemeninafew
days or afew weeks; but
as they advance, their
defeatwillbe harderand
the blow that they will
receive willbe stronger.”

The Leader ofthe Islamic
Revolution slammed
Saudi rulers for being
pitiless to other Muslims
andsaid, “Those serveas
the Custodians ofthe Two
Holy Mosques should be
‘sternto theinfidels; yet,
theyare stern to Yemen,
and stern to Bahrain, this
willarouse God’swrath.”

Ayatollah Khamenei
once again invited the
Iranian nation to watch
with acumen what is

happening across the
world and mentioned,
“The Iranian nation
shouldview theseissues
with open eyes and
acumen. Inthe face ofa
storm thatis sweeping
the world, afflicting this
region - one thathasnow
reachedto France-Iranis
onboard asafe shipand
continues to powerfully
sail onthispath, thanksto
I[slamand the Progeny of
the Prophet Muhammad
(PBUT).”

The Supreme Leader
pointed to statements by
US officials who assume
Iran is on the verge
of defeat and argued,
“Earlier thisyear, the US
claimed that Iran was
tohave ahard summer
and thatthe revolution
wouldn’tseeits fortieth
anniversary. To their
dismay, this summer was
oneofthebestsummers;
and the Iranian nation
will magnificently
celebrate the fortieth
anniversary of the
revolution on 22nd of
Bahman [February 11].”
The Leader ofthe Islamic
Revolution of Iran called
for the Iranian nation
tobevigilantin the face
of deceits by the United
States, “The Iranian
nation should maintain
their awareness. When
the USsaysin 2018 they
will do this or that, it
couldbe adeceitful plot.
They might want to stir
controversy in 2018
while their actual plots
arefor2019.Youshould
be completely ready and
alerted.”

report

Ayatollah Khamenei
described the US as a
vicious enemy and held,
“The US is a wicked
enemy, united with
the Zionists and the
reactionary regimes
of the region. We are
of course stronger and
untilnow they have been
unabletodoathing,and
they won'tbe able todo
anythinginthe future.”
The Supreme Leader
advised the young
generation of Iranians
as well as political
entities by saying, 'My
advice to the youth and
different organizations
and political entities is
tobevigilantand not to
relyupon the enemyand
prepare the field for the
enemy.
Finally,herecommended
the Iranian nation and
the officials toworkhard
to develop the country
to reverse enemies’
conspiracies.

He said, “I recommend
thelraniannationtowork
forthe country, wherever
theyare; everyoneshould
endeavor for developing
the country’s economy
and enhancingdomestic
production. The officials
should double their
efforts, and be vigilant
nottobedeceived by the
enemy’s words, so the
enemy they expel through
the door cannotgetback
in through the window.
What I feel should be
done with regard to
the people’s economic
problemsisto enhance
domesticproduction.”

Leader’s Aide Warns about New US, Israeli Plots in Region

NEWS

Iran Dismisses Link to Weapons

in Afghanistan

Iranstrongly rejected claims ofanylinks to a
weapons cache discovered in Afghanistan’s
Ghazniprovince, calling for vigilance about
malevolentplots toruinthe growingrelations
between Tehranand Kabul.

Iranian Embassy in Kabul was reacting to
claims on Sunday by local officials in Ghazni
Province that they had found “Iran-made”
weaponry froma Taliban hideoutin Ghazni City,
the provincial capital.

They claimed the arms included nine
Kalashnikovs, five pistols,ahand grenadeand a
large number of bullets.

“Currently, the Islamic Republic of Iran and
Afghanistan enjoy greateconomicand cultural
relations and [no party] should be allowed
tohamperthe growingties between the two
friendly governments,” Iran’s mission in
Afghanistansaidinastatementon Tuesday.
The embassy has conveyed Iran’s
dissatisfaction with the matter to Afghan
authorities, and seeks “clear documentation”
ontheclaims.

Foryears, Afghanistan has been plagued by
violence by militants, who often use suicide
bombers and claim thattheir struggleis aholy
war toimpose Islamicrule.

Inarelated front, Iranian Foreign Minister
MohammadJavad Zarifsaid, ina meeting with
Special Representative ofthe Secretary-General
Tadamichi Yamamoto on November 19, that
his countryis prepared to help the UN efforts to
establish peacein Afghanistan.
“Warinitsalltypesisillegalaccording to Sharia
and Islamiclaws anditisnothingbutshedding
the blood of Muslims,” religious scholars of
Afghanistansaidinafatwa.

Iran, IAEA Stress Widening of

Nuclear Cooperation

Iranian Ambassador to the International
Atomic Energy Agency Kazzem Qaribabadi
and Deputy Director General and Head of the
DepartmentofNuclear Safety and Security in
the IAEA Juan Carlos Lentijoin a meeting in
Viennaunderlined the need for broadening of
bilateral relations.

During the meetingin the Austrian capital on
Tuesday, Qaribabadiand Lentijo explored
avenues forbolsteringand reinvigorating mu-
tual cooperation ontechnicalaspectsofnuclear
cooperation.

Inaseparate meeting with Deputy Director
General of the IAEA Department of safeguards
Massimo Aparo, Qaribabadisaid that Tehranis
ready to cooperate withthe [AEAininthe field
of safeguards.

Thetwossidesreiterated the need for boosting
cooperationbetween Iranand the IAEA.
OnFebruary8,2018,the Atomic Energy Organi-
zation of Iran (AEOI) and the IAEAreleased a
7-article MoU on continued cooperationinthe
future.

on Wednesday, Amir
Abdollahian hailed
the EU’s political
stance againstthe US’
unilateral measures,

Gulf and the Sea of Oman, Safavi
speculated that countries such as India,
China and Russia willincrease their
presenceinthisregion,addingthatthe
firsttwo will do this to satisfy theirneed

Top Military Aide to the Iranian Supreme
Leader Major General Yahya Rahim
Safavi said that the US and Israel
are devising new plots to instigate
instability and insecurity in the region,

monitortheregion’sdevelopments with
vigilance.

Saudi Arabiaand some other Persian
Gulf countries have bought 10 times
more weapons thanIraninthe past10

butwentontoobjectto - i ) o . . ; .
the slow process ofthe warningthe countries ofthe Middle East years, butthis will notlead to victoryin for oiland gas and the latter to counter Safavi
bloc’s measures getting tobevigilantofthe possible new threats. war, hesaid,adding, “ifthatwasthe case, the United States. added.

inplace. Top Military Aide tothe Iranian Supreme SaudiArabiashould have gained victory TheIslamic Republic ofIran, with 2,200 Healso wentonto say thatIran should
He stressed that time is Leader Major General Yahya Rahim inYemen. Butduringthelast45 months, km of coastline in the Sea of Omanand secureits permanentmembership in
of utmostimportance Safavi made the remarks remarksin they have gained the least possible the Persian Gulf, and as a stable and Shanghai Cooperation Organization
with regard to the SPV Jask Port, Hormozgan province, on political and militaryachievements.” powerful state, needs to develop its (SCO) through negotiating with China
and itisrunningout. Tuesday,adding thatregional countries, Elsewhere, touching upon the relations with these countries on the and Russia, otherwise, itshould pull out

especially the Resistance Axis should geopoliticalimportance of the Persian basis of national interests and security, fromthebloc.



Iran’s CAOto Facilitate Airplane Purchases, Official Says
Head of Iran’s Civil Aviation Organization (CAO) Ali Abedzadeh
highlighted the country’sneed foratleast 500 civil airplanesand said
the CAOistryingto facilitate importing such aircraft.Abedzadeh said
the number of planesinIran’s civilian air fleetis not sufficientand
therefore, flights cannotbe operated toall cities of the country.He also
said thatsomeairlines have voiced intention for buyingairplanes and the
CAOisworkingto facilitate importing the aircraft.The aviation official went

5000 Rials

ontosaythatgiven Iran’s huge market, the countryneeds 500 new airplanes.

The

re-imposed US sanctions have hitIran's aircraftindustry alongside other important sectors.
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before the start ofthe sanctions.
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Recion IRGCTracing
al Terrorists behind
Chabahar Attack
Gl'eecetobecome Iranian Interior
hubfor Iran transit Minister Abdolreza
toE Rahmani Fazli
0 urope announced on
Wednesday that the
Isfahan: Unknown Islamic Revolution
Pearl Of Middle Guards Corps (IRGC)
hasfound cluesabout
East the terrorists behind
the December 6
suicide attackinthe
Southeastern city of

Morning calltoprayer:

05:30:14 is responsible for
Nooncalltoprayer: the security of this
11:57:29 region (Chabahar)
Eveningcalltoprayer: and it has traced
1717:42 the culprits behind

the incident with
serious efforts and

WEATHER

Chabahar. “The IRGC

ATR, aFrench-Italian manufacturer, delivered five new commercial aircraft to Iran in August

these elements will

be confronted,”
Rahmani Fazli told
reporters on the

SR sidelines ofacabinet
H Igh' l4c meetingin Tehranon
Low:-2°C Wednesday.

MCI to Equip Major Iranian
Railroad With 4G Coverage

Thekeyrailroad connecting Mashhad to Tehran

and Qomistobeequipped with 4G coverage,

asperanagreementsigned between mobile

operator Mobile Telecommunication Company
oflran (MCI) and the Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (IRIR).

Based onthe weekend agreement, MCIwill provide
commuters between Tehran, Mashhad, and Qom
with4Gservicesby March2020,CITNAreported. The
railroad currently has 2Gand 3G coverage.

With atracklength of 811km, the railroad which
connects the three citiesisthe mosttraveled route
inIran. An estimated 3.2 million people used the
Khorasan Razavirailroad in the first quarter of the
current fiscal thatstarted in March, up %22 year-on-
year.

Lastyear 24.5 million people travelled by trainacross
the country with halfthe number using railroads
to and from Khorasan Razavi Province, Financial
Tribunereported.

There are 12,500 kilometers of railroadsin Iran,
1,500km (or %12) of which are in Khorasan Razavi
Province. Mashhad, the provincial capital,ishome

tothe holy shrine of Imam Reza (PUBH), the eighth
Imam of Shias and the second most populous city in
Iran. The metropolisannually hosts close to 25 million
Iranian and foreign pilgrims and tourists.

Future Plans

MCI chief Hamid Farhang says, “The next move is
extending 4G coverage to the 290km railroad that
links Tehran to Zanjan, the center of Zanjan Province.”
No specifictimetable was provided for this phase.

As per an agreement, MCI in return will be the
exclusive provider of Internetservicesalongthe track
and atthe stations. This will notlimitthe access of
subscribersto other operatorsand communications
willbe channeled through the MClinfrastructure. MCI
will charge operators forits services.

Farhangsaid accordingto ICT Ministry data, %60 of
domesticrailroads have 2G coverage and %38 are
connectedto the 3G network.

“Atatime when the Internetisso closely intertwined
with the people’s lives, [outdated] 2G and 3G
technologyisnolongeracceptable. These services
are awfully slow. We want to provide passengers
with high-speed Internet, keeping them connected
throughoutthejourney. Enhanced connectivity in
trains can motivate people to chooserail transportas
apreferred mode oftravel,” he added.

100 kilometers of bike path to
constructin Isfahan

«After the approval of a project by the High
Council for Traffic, more than 100 kilometers of

bike paths will be constructed in Isfahan,» the
head of developing the clean transportation of
Isfahan municipality said.

«Atthe moment, we should avoid payinglip services
and invite citizens to use the public and clean
transportation by establishing suitable patterns»
Mohammad Pourabutaleb said.

Pointingto the taken out measuresto usebikesmore
inIsfahan, he noted, «Isfahan municipality has taken

positive steps; the mostimportantoneis creating
special paths forbicyclestopass.» Sayingthat 15 bike
stationsareactiveinIsfahannow, hesaid, «Thereare
new electricand non-electricbicycles which will be
provided for citizens.»

«Some quests with the purpose of improving
the clean air entitled «bike riding of managers,
employees,and citizens will be held throughoutthe
city; fortunately, this plan hasbeen welcomed, and
bigbike gatheringhave beenheld by the trafficand
transportation organization of the municipality
whichisapositive step towards encouraging citizens
touse thiskind of transportation vehicles with the
purpose ofreducingair pollution.»

Iran remains safe thanks to Islam:
Leader

Iranian Scientists Use Nano-Conductors for Smart

Treatmentof Diabetes

IranianresearchersatIsfahan University studied the

effectof quercetin-conjugated superparamagnetic

iron oxide nanoparticles on diabetes-induced learning

and memory impairmentinrats.

Diabetes mellitus plays a causative role in
cognitive decline. Newly, neuroprotective
effects of flavonoids have been widely
investigated in neurodegenerative
diseases. Quercetin (QC) is a phyto-derived
bioactive flavone with numerous beneficial
activities. However, its limited permeability
to cross the blood-brain barrier, low oral
bioavailability, pooraqueous solubility,and
rapid gastrointestinal digestionlead to the
administration of high dose of QCin clinical
application.

The pharmaceutical use of quercetin is
limited due to the problems such aslow
solubility, bioavailability, permeability, and
instability. High doses of quercetin show toxic
effectsin clinical and experimental studies.
Therefore,amethodisneeded to overcome
these problems without the use of toxic
doses.Iron oxide nanoparticles canbe used
asadrugdelivery system. Biocompatible
polymers such as dextran are used to cover
nanoparticles toincrease the stability of
nanoparticles. Besides their beneficial
effects, nanoparticles can cause toxicity,
oxidative stress,and cellular dysfunction.
The aim of the study was to investigate the
hepatotoxicity and nephrotoxicity of dextran-
coated iron oxide nanoparticles (IONPs) and
quercetin conjugated with IONPs (QNPs).
This study was conducted for 1 weekin eight
groups of Wistar malerats, including control,
sham, quercetin (atdoses of 50 and 100 mg/
kg), dextran-coated IONPs (atdoses of 50 and
100 mg/kg),and QNPs (atdoses of 50 and
100 mg/kg).

Rats were euthanized, and their liver and
kidney tissues were evaluated for the changes
in oxidative stressindices and important
biochemical enzyme activities. Hepaticand
renal AST,ALT, ALP, GGT, and LDH activities

were notsignificantly different between
control group and other groups. Hepatic TAC
and GSH levelsand CAT activity significantly
increased, and MDA level significantly
decreasedinratsinjected with 100 mg/kg
quercetin compared to the control group.
IONPsof100 mg/kginduced a significant
decreaseinhepatic GSHleveland CAT activity
andasignificantincreaseinhepatic MDA.
Hepatic TAC, GSH and MDA levels, and CAT
activity were not significantly different
between QNP groups and the control group.
Renal CAT activity showed a significant
increase in 100 mg/kg quercetin group
and asignificantdecreasein 100 mg/kg
IONP group compared to the control group.
However, renal TAC, GSH, and MDA levels
were not significantly different among
groups. Dextran-coated [ONPsof 100 mg/
kg caused oxidative damage in the hepatic
tissue, but QNPs did not cause hepaticand
renal oxidative injury.
Superparamagneticiron oxide nanoparticles
(SPION) have beenlargely considered for
numerous applications in biomedicine
such as magnetic resonance imaging,
hyperthermia, cell tracking, anticancer
treatment, and targeted delivery of drugs or
genes. However, they may have side effects
suchbody weightloss. Quercetin (QT), a
strongantioxidantand freeradical scavenger
and anatural flavonoid, has awiderange
of biological and therapeutic effects. In
this study, the effect of QT on prevention of
weightlossduetothe usingof SPION hasbeen
investigated. Materials and Methods SPION
and QT-SPION were administered orally at
50and 100 mg/kg for 7 days. Then, the body
weightwas measured atthe beginningand
the end ofthe study. Results Rats fed with 50
and 100 mg/kg SPION showed a significant
weightloss, whereas those thatfed with 50
mg/kg QT-SPION did not.

Aweightlosswas observed inrats treated
with 100 mg/kg of QT-SPION.

The results of this study showed that
quercetin could prevent weightloss due to
the SPION.
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