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Attraction

T
Turkmen Food;
NewAttraction for
Tourists Visiting

Traditional meals cooked
in Turkmen communities
in Iran are among the
most interesting tourist
attractions ofthe country.
Food diversity in the
Turkmen-majority
Golestanprovinceisnoless
than thatin the province
of Gilan, bothinnorthern
Iran. Turkmensare experts
inusing pulsesand meat
tomake food and canuse
themto cookdifferenttypes
ofmeals.
Akeytouristattractionin
Golestan province and its
Turkmen-majorityareasis
totrylocaltraditional foods
which cannot be found
anywhereelse.

Some of these foods have
even been registered on
the National Heritage List
and are well-known by all
Iranians. One of the meals
which is very popular in
Golestan province and
everytouristwouldgotryit
is“Chekdarmeh.”
Chekdarmehis Turkmens’
most important and
famous food made with
riceandlamb. And instead
oftomato paste, they use
naturalingredientssuchas
tomatoesand carrotswhich
haveno preservatives. All
Turkmenstrytomostlyuse
natural materialsin their
foods.Chekdarmeh, also
known as Chiekdirmeh
or Chegdermeh, is
traditionally cookedina
special cauldron called
Qazan.

Inadditionto Chekdarmeh,
there are other types of
popularlocal foods made
with pulses and meat
for those who are not

vegetarians.

Qayesh

Qayesh is  another
traditional Turkmen
food made with minced
meat, special spices,

traditional yoghurt, mint
and tomato paste. Whatis
interestingabout this food
is that Turkmen women
are more interested in it
than men, who also refer
to this meal as “ladies’
food.”

Qayeshismade with paste
and literally means “slow
movement” because the
mealisdeliciousand one
feels heavy and listless
after eating it. Qayesh is
also cooked by Turkmen
womenin North Khorasan
province.
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Masjed-E Jamé Of Isfahan: QOldest
Preserved Edifice Of1ts Type In Iran

Located in the historic centre of
Isfahan, the Masjed-e Jamé (‘Friday
mosque’) can be seen as a stunning
illustration of the evolution of mosque
architecture over twelve centuries,
starting in ad 841. It is the oldest
preserved edifice of its type in Iran
and a prototype for later mosque
designs throughout Central Asia. The
complex, covering more than 20,000
m2,is also the first [slamic building
that adapted the four-courtyard
layout of Sassanid palaces to Islamic
religious architecture. Its double-
shelled ribbed domes represent an
architectural innovation thatinspired
builders throughout the region.
The site also features remarkable
decorative details representative of
stylisticdevelopments over more than
athousandyearsoflslamicart.

Briefsynthesis

Masjed-e Jame’ is the oldest Friday
(congregational) mosqueinIran,located
in the historical centre of Isfahan. The
monument illustrates a sequence of
architectural construction and decorative
stylesof differentperiodsin Iranian Islamic
architecture, covering 12 centuries, most
predominantly the Abbasid, Buyid, Seljuq,
Ilkhanid, Muzzafarid, Timurid and Safavid
eras. Followingits Seljuq expansionand the
characteristicintroduction of the fouriwans
(Chahar Ayvan) around the courtyard as well
as two extraordinary domes, the mosque
became the prototype ofadistinctive Islamic
architecturalstyle.

The prototype characteris wellillustrated
in the earliest double-shell ribbed
Nezam al-Molk dome, the first use of
the four iwan (Chahar Ayvan) typology
in Islamic architecture, as well as the
textbook character of the Masjed-e Jame’
asacompilation of Islamicarchitectural
styles. The Masjed-e Jame’ of Isfahan is
anoutstanding example of innovation in
architectural adaptation and technology
applied duringtherestorationand expansion
ofan earlier mosque complex during the

Seljuq era,whichhasbeen further enlarged
duringlaterIslamic periods by addition of
high quality extensionsand decoration.
Criterion (ii): Masjed-e Jame is the first
Islamicbuilding thatadapted the fouriwan
(Chahar Ayvan) courtyard layoutof Sassanid
palacestolslamicreligiousarchitectureand
therebybecame the prototype construction
foranewlayoutand aestheticin mosque
design. The Nezam al-Molk Dome is the
firstdouble-shell ribbed dome structure
inthe Islamic empire, which introduced
new engineering skills, allowing for more
elaborate dome constructions in later
mosque and burial complexes. Onthe basis
ofthese two elements, the Masjed-e Jameis
arecognized prototype for mosque design,
layoutand dome construction, which was
referencedinseverallater erasandregions
ofthelslamicworld.

Integrity

The Masjed-eJame’ contains a continuous
sequence of Islamic architectural styles,
the most prominent of which date from
the Seljuq period. The remains from the
Seljuqera, especially the key elements of
the ground plan, the fouriwans, and the
two domes are sufficient to illustrate the
advancesinmosque and domearchitecture
made atthe time. The boundaries of the
property are adequate to encompass
the entire mosque complex with all its
extensions and significant functions over
time. However, the integrity of the property
ishighly vulnerable to developmentprojects
initsvicinity. For thisreason, any project
proposed should be carefully assessed on
thebasis of comprehensive Heritage Impact
Assessmentsandrespectthehistoricsetting
and urban proportionsaround the Masjed-e
Jame'.

Authenticity

Mostelements ofthe mosque, in particular
the fouriwans and the Malek al-Molk and
Tajal-Molkdomes,areauthenticin material,
design and location. Restorationsand a
reconstruction, whichbecame necessary
followinganairraidin 1984, were carried out
toanadequate standard, using traditional
craftsmanship and materials. One of the
mostimportantaspects ofauthenticity is
the function ofthe Masjed-e Jame’ of Isfahan,
both asamosque, which continuesto be

WHERETO STAY

Gosh-E Feel With Doogh:
Taste OfIsfahan

Most people know Isfahan withits historical
buildings, mysterious turquoise tiles, old
bridges overthe Zayandeh-Rood River and the
only four-sided shape square called Naghsh-e
Jahansquare; butIsfahan may be considered
asacity with distinctive tastes as well, the city
of Beryani, cold porridge, eggplant Halim,
and Gosh-e Feel with doogh (Persian yoghurt
drink).

Gosh-e Feel thatis served with doogh (cold
savoryyogurt-based beverage thatis mixed
with salt) isaspecial snackin Isfahan thatis
the combination of sweetand salty tastes. This
food canbe found in the shopsnear Naghsh-e
Jahan square and traditional Sofre Khanes. It
hasbeen eaten since thereign of Shah Abbas.
Like Zulbia and Bamiyeh, Goosh-e Feel is
made of flour, syrup, and yogurt; this pastry
isbasically adeep-fried dough which is then
soakedinasweetsyrup. Itsoriginal formis
likeabigleafand the ear ofan elephant; thisis
thereason ofits naming. If you’d liketoadd a
bitmore flavor, mintand the rose petal canbe
addedtothelocaldooghaswell.
Peoplethinkthatitisverystrangetoeatasweet
Gosh-e Feel with sourand salty doogh; atfirst,
they hardly taste it, but most of them will like
this taste and order the next glass of doogh to
enjoy the taste more!

used for prayers,and asa componentofthe
Isfahan historic bazaar fabric. Attached to
and accessed from the streetnetwork ofthe
bazaar area, the mosque has asignificant
setting, the authenticity of which is highly
vulnerable to changesin urban character. To
respecttheauthenticity of spiritand feeling,
the museum function of Masjed-e Jame” has
toremainsensitivetoitsreligioususe,bothin
terms ofinformation panel designand visitor
numbers.

Protectionand managementrequirements
Masjed-e Jame’ of [sfahan is designated
asanational monument (no.950f1932)
followingarticle 83 ofthe Constitution Law of
theIslamicRepublicoflran (1920). Likewise
itsbuffer zone is protected by regulations
setup by the Iranian Cultural Heritage,
handicraft and Tourism Organization
(ICHHTO), following a cabinet decision
adopted in 2001, which stipulates that
bufferzones fallunder national law. Yet, it
is essential thatthe designated property
and bufferzoneisintegrated in the zoning
bylaws and the Isfahan urban masterplan,as
wellasacontinuous cooperation between
the ICHHTO and the responsible municipal
authoritiesisestablished.

The management of the property is
coordinated by three bodies, a Steering
Committee, a Technical Committee and
the site management office. The Steering
Committee consistofrepresentatives of the
ICHHTO, the Vagfauthorities, the governor
and mayor of Isfahan, as well as reputable
experts,anditisresponsible for supervising
the protectionand conservation of the site.
The Technical Committee has the authority
toreviewandapprove detailed projectplans
and schedules of activities and monitors
work progressatregularintervals. The site
management office is responsible for the
day-to-day coordination and supervision
of activities. Atthe time of inscription it
islocated in the vicinity of the Masjed-e
Jame’butisinthe process of movingintoa
permanentbaseinthe mosque complex.

An integrated conservation and
management plan for the property, which
includes sections on sensitive visitor
management and risk-preparedness
strategies,should be developed and adopted
withhigh priority.

WHERETO STAY

Fin Garden: Walled
Traditional Persian Yard

The Fin Gardenis a walled traditional Persian
yard with old cypresstrees and orchardslocated
southwest of Kahsan, Isfahan. Itis registered in
thelistofnationalmonumentofIranin 1935, with
theregistrationnumberof238,itwas declared a
world heritage siteby UNESCOin2012.

Fin garden thatwas constructedin the Safavid era
isthe beautiful example of Islamicarchitecture
and gardening. Itis amasterpiece combining
naturaland man-made elements. This delightful
garden hasanareaof 23,000 thousand square
metersthatcontain one central garden which is
surrounded by walls, battlements in the shape of
cylindrical.

Thereisatwo-storybuildinginthe Garden; the
firstfloor has an entrance hall, and the second
floorincludes asalon thatprovides a fantastic
view ofthe garden. Elements of water and tree
thatare dynamicelementsnear the building give
theliveidentityto thishistorical and cultural area.
Water is the mostbasicelementin the design of
Fin Garden. This quadrilateral Persian gardenis
divided into four parts by waterways.
Crystal-clear warm water flows from a natural
spring and runs into beautiful turquoise pools
and thenshinesinthe fountains. Despiteitsbeing
relaxingplace,ahorrible story marked here; there
isabathinthe garden that was the deathtrap of
Amir Kabir, the chancellor of Naseeruddin Shah!
Butbeside all this, the wonderful perspective of
this garden attracts many tourists around the
world to watch and enjoy its beauties, asitisone
ofthe mostvisited attractionsin Iran.




Rouhani: OPEC’s Stance Another
BlowtoUS

Iranian PresidentHassan Rouhanilauded the recentresistance
shownbythe member-states ofthe Organization ofthe Petroleum
Exporting Countriesintheirrecentmeetingin Viennaagainst
Washington’s pressures,and described OPEC’s stanceasanother
failure forthe US.“Despite the American’s attempts to interfere
in OPEC’s affairs and attempting to disrupt the balance, with
theresistance of the member-states Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan
Zangeneh, the US plots were foiled, marking another failure for
them,” President Rouhani said on Sunday, addressinga cabinet
meeting.

PresidentRouhani’sremarkscameafterinarecenttwo-day OPEC
meetingin Vienna, [ran along with Venezuelaand Libya were
exempted from oil production cuts while othermember countries
agreed to cutproduction despite huge US attempts to keep the
price ofoil down, markingafailureforthe US.

Inrelevantremarksinlate September;, Iran’s OPEC Governor
Hossein Kazempour Ardebiliblasted the US for tryingto politicize
the decisions by the Organization of the Petroleum Exporting
Countries.“The USadministration is seeking to politicize the
Organization ofthe Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC),”
Kazempour Ardebilisaid.“The Trump administrationis pushing
politicsinto the OPEC (Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries), and is aiming at spreading the members and

securingtheir owninterestsby gettinglower pricesandso forth,”
KazempourArdebilisaid.

Kazempour Ardebili’s remarks came after Trump said that
the oil priceishighand OPEC should decreaseit.US president
hasalso called forincreasing oil production to compensate the
possiblereductionin production ofIran, Libyaand Venezuela
ininternational markets.“[ think what they are doingactually
is (leadingto) higher pricesbecause the fundamentalseven do
notwarrantthislevel of prices,” Kazempour Ardebilisaid.“l am
tellinghim (Trump), keep quiet,donotdo any tweets,and then
youwillbebetteroffinthe prices,” headded.Kazempour Ardebili
isin Algeriatoparticipateinthe 10thmeetingof]oint OPEC/Non-
OPECMinisterial Monitoring Committee (JMMC).
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Iran, US have stiffcompetition
inglobal pistachiomarket

Global pistachiomarketis dominated by Iranand the
USwhoareinstiffcompetitiontogainabigger share of
themarket,said thehead of Iran Pistachio Association.
Mahmoud Abtahi told Iran Daily thatalthough the
UShasmanagedtograbalarger share ofthe global
pistachiomarketinrecentyears, Iran’s high quality
producthasbeenabletoattractmorebuyers.

Heputtheannual pistachio exportsoflranand the US
at160,000tonsand 200,000 tonsrespectivelyinrecent
years.He said Italy, Greece, Afghanistan, Syriaand
Turkey arealsoamongthe main playersin the world
pistachiomarketbutnone ofthem can compete with
Iran.“Turkeyis seekingtoraiseits pistachio harvest
togainabiggershare ofthe global market,” he noted.
Hesaid Iran’s pistachio sold for between $10 and
$12 perkilogramin the global market.Abtahinoted
thatIran exportsabout80 percent of its pistachio
harvest,addingthatthe price ofthe productinthelocal
marketisdeterminedbyits global priceaswellasits
supplyand demand.The official referred tothe 100-
year history of [ran’s pistachio exportsand said, “We

Iran Capital Market Willing to
Host Real Estate Deals

Head ofthe Security and Exchange Organization -the sole

supervisory body in Iran’s capital market - said the capital

marketisready to open new vistas to finance the housing

sectorusingits own financial instruments.

“Therearenorestrictionsonthe
physical trading of residential
unitsatthe Mercantile Exchange
andsellerswhowanttosellviathe
capital market must specify the
structure, area,and land details
of their property”, Shapour
Mohammadi told Mehr News
Agency.

He said the capital market has
createdtoolstofacilitatereal estate
deals. The toolsinclude issuing
mortgagebacked securities, setting
upreal estate funds, and trading
landandbuildinginvestment funds
shares, Financial Tribunereported.

issuing process. “Two series of
securitieshavebeenissued so far
andwerewelcomed by thebuyers.”
MBSs have been employed as a
new financing method with the
aimofempoweringandincreasing
the lending capability of Bank
Maskan, forthe firsttimeinIran’s
banking system. The directive
for MBS issuance was approved
by the Securities and Exchange
Organizationthreeyearsago.

Accordingto Mohammadi creating
landandbuildinginvestmentfunds
isthe second important capital
marketinstrumentforfinancingthe

of such fundsinthe capital market
spawns collaborationbetweenthe
capitalmarketand housingmarket.
“Thesharesofthesefundsarenow
beingtradedinthe stockmarket”,
hesaid.

RevisingRules

The tools are appropriate and
efficientbut “we have to waitand

existingregulationsinorder to
improve the contribution of the
capitalmarkettohousingsector.

As previously outlined by the
deputy housing minister, Hamed
Mazaherian, real estate fundsare
aformofinvestment funds that
purchaseabasketofassetsinthe
real estate market and manage
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What's News

Iran’s PPI-CPI
Inflation Gap
Widening
Inflation dataprovided
by the Central Bank of
Iranindicate amarked
gapbetween Consumer
Price Index and
Producer Price Index
trends.

Analysts at Tehran
Chamberof Commerce,
Industries, Mines and
Agriculture note that
thegapbetweenPPland
CPlIinflation continued
towidenin the Iranian
monthofAban (Oct.23-
Nov.21) asthe former
roseto 63.3% year-on-
year from 59% in the
precedingmonth, while
CPIinflationticked upto
39.9%from36.9%.
Depreciation of the
Iranianrial againstthe

exportpistachiotoalmostall countriesboth directly HereferredtoMBSsasoneofthe  hugehousingindustry. see to what extent the capital themintherental markettoturn USdollarhasbeen one
andindirectly’Abtahireiterated thatdriedfruitsare populartoolsbutatthesametime ~ Mohammadilistedrealestatefunds ~ marketbenefits fromitandwhat ~ aprofit. of the main drivers of
amongthe country’smostimportantnon-oilexport criticized the cumbersomerules ~ asthethirdfinancialtoolavailable measurestheactive playerswill ~ Datareleasedbythe Central Bankof theincreasein PPlover
items, ofwhichthe share ofplstachlos 15.79 percent. ofBankMaskan-themainhousing  tothecapitalmarkettofinancethe  take, Mohammadisaid. Iran confirm that Tehran’s housing the pastmonths, butit
Hesaid thatIran mostly exports pistachioin bulkas bank- whichhaslengthenedthe housingsector.Hesaidthepresence  Hesaidthe SEQiswillingtorevise —marketisinastateofstagflation. seems that the impact
each countryprocessesand packs pistachiobased on oftherisein PPIon CPI
itspreferences.“Ontheotherhand, tariffs on packaged - ™ hasbeen controlled by
pistachios are high in many countries, therefore R : : : “ ; other factors,includin

exporters prefer to exportpistachioinbulk,” he said. Next Year’s Budget 41% Blggel' f;::r Iilcc‘?(}r’fsr:)zurlzlozrceg(i)zzrrr;nv?;g 11113?(::31:?1 lgi?eictchoeul? ; the government’s prici;g
Abtahinoted thatpistachioproductioniniran declined Than Current Year’s sanctionsagainstIran,” says deputy head of Pla'n and Budget control, TCCIMreported.
intheyeartoMarch21,2019,addingpistachioyields The next fiscal year’'sbudget bill (March 2019-20) stands  Organization, Hamid Reza Pourmohammadi. Theimportance of PPI

bumper cropeveryotheryear.

The official blamed spring frostas the other factor
responsibleforadeclineinIran’s pistachio output.

He said about 230,000 tons of pistachios were
producedinlIranintheyeartoMarch 2018 and this
figureisexpectedtoreach50,000tonsinthe current

lies in its predictive
content for the future
pattern of Consumer
Price Index.Changesin
PPlareusuallyreflected
in CPI within a short
period oftime, Financial
Tribunereported.

PPI gauges the price
fluctuations of goods
and services for the
producer whereas CPI
measureschangesinthe
pricelevel ofabasketof

at17,300 trillionrials ($15.04 billion), which putsit41.5%
more thanthe 12,225 trillion rials ($10.63 billion) approved
forthe currentyear.The figures were reported by Fars News
Agency,which cited aleaked version ofthe bill submitted to the
parliamentby the governmenton Dec. 16.

The bill’s in-time submission last week comes as the
yeat parliamentisinrecess until Dec. 16, so discussions onthe oilpricesat$54abarrel, asthe countryisestimatedtosell 1.5
Iran Moves to Minimize details of the budget will have to wait till then, accordingto  millionbarrels per day.

Damage From Avian Flu N )

Iran Moves to Minimize Damage From Avian Flu

EghtesadOnline: Iranian poultry farmshave been
dealingwith the deadlyavian flu, especially the HSN8
strain of the virus, for several years now. The virus

“The governmenthasdirected special attention to policies
designed to improve Iranian people’s livelihood and
healthcare, protect producersand create youth employment,”
headded.

The Planand Budget Organization has decided toreduce next
year’sbudgetreliance on oilrevenuesto 27% and setaverage

commercial tiesin the face of US sanctions.
Theyagreed to hold the nextannual Iran-
Russia Commercial ForuminJuly 2019in

on the two countries have provided new
grounds of cooperation between Iranian
and Russian businesspeople,accordingto

Iran, Russia Commerce
Chamber Chiefs

hasdone anumberon Iran’s poultryindustry.Iran . o Russia’s Saratov. Financial Tribune consumer d d
. L . D Trade'Ti g . goods an

Veterinary Organization has devised measurestodeal ls.cuss . cRics “0Oil and gas, agriculture, food, Thetwocountries’chambersofcommerce, services purchased by

withthefluand helpreducelosses. Amid Sanctions transportation and logisticsareamong headded, need to detectthe handicaps households.

Director General of IVO’s Health and Management
of Poultry Diseases Office Alireza Akbarshahi told
Financial Tribune thatthe number of infected farms
has declined noticeably. “Lastyear, 35 farms were
infected duringthe Iranianmonthending Oct.22, while
thenumber fellto only five during the same month this
year; hesaid,addingthatthe number ofinfected farms
decreasedto 17 duringthemonthendingNov.21 from
104 duringlastyear’ssame month.

the most important issues that can be
discussed atthe upcomingevent ... The
Russian chamber has planned for the
[raniansidetohaveastrongpresenceinthe
forumwithrepresentativesfromthe private
sectoraswell asthe Iranian Judiciary and
Parliament,” Katyrin was quoted as saying
bythenewsportal of [CCIMA.

Shafeisaid thatthe US sanctionsimposed

facing trade and urge their respective
governments to further facilitate bilateral
economicinteractions.

Tradebetween Iran and Russiaduringthe
firsthalfof 2018 exceeded $945 million,
whichshowsa28.3% increase compared
with the corresponding period oflastyear,
accordingto datareleased by the Federal
Customs Services of Russia.

Chairman of Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
Gholamhossein Shafei met with President
ofthe Russian Federation’s Chamber of
Commerce and Industry Sergey Katyrinin
Tehran on Saturday.

The two sides surveyed avenues for
expanding bilateral economic and

In other words, PPI
is an index of prices
measured at the
wholesale or producer
level. It shows trends
within the wholesale
markets (asitwas once
called the Wholesale
PriceIndex), production
sector, manufacturing

. industries and
NO 103 m Solution: NO 102 e ities markots
fromthe perspective of
9 2 5|7 3 4(8 1 6] IranPrivateSectorTakes Initiative theseller. _
. . The PPI (using Iranian
1 6 3 9 8 5 7 2 4 to Flght COl’l’llptl()ll year to March 2017 as
Business leaders and private Tehranchamber toldthe conferees thebaseyear) stood at
7 8 4 6 2 1 3 5 stakeholderson Sundayconvened “oneoftheconditionsthatgiverise 182.1inAban,indicaﬁng
at the fourth anti-corruption tocorruptionisthe profusion of a3.5% rise compared
conferenceas partoftheireffort rules,regulationsand government withthepreviousmonth.
6 4 1 8 5 7 9 3 topromotetransparencyandtheir directives.”
long-timedesireforalevelplaying Elaboratingthe point Khansasri
2 9 7 4 1 3 6 8 field. Theevent, organizedbyIran recalled, “Forinstance duringthe -
Chamberof Commerce Industries recentvolatility in the currency GOLD PRICE PER OUNCE
3 5 8 2 6 9 4 7 Minesand Agricultureandhosted marketalargenumberofdirectives e ——
by Tehran Chamber of Commerce, wereissued [by the government 12475%
4 3 2 5 7 6 1 9 came as the private sector finds and the central bank]...many of 3 N
itself in the vise of economic which contradicted each other,” Currency{ IRR i Er;-é ‘
5 7 6 1 9 8 2 4 upheaval and the unwanted andthechaosthatemergedcreated i R
and unhelpful government a breeding ground for greedy
interferenceintrade. opportunists and middlemen
8 1 9 3 4 2 5 6 Massoud Khansari,presidentofthe fishingintroubled waters.
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Preconditions
forcreating
strongerregion
from Zarif’s
pointofview

[ranian Foreign Minister,
Mohammad Javad Zarif
in atweet explained the
preconditions for creating
a stronger region in the
Middle East.

“Our region has had far
toomany strongmenwho
have only caused war
& misery. What we need
is a stronger REGION
rather than strongmen.
Forthisweneed dialogue,
respect for international
law, inclusion, security
networking, economic
cooperation, and more
people-to-people contact,”
Mr. Zarif wrote on his
official Twitter account,
referring to a part of
Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani’s speech at the
regional  parliament
speakers’ conference in
Tehran.

Iran supports
UN’smissionto
resolve Yemen
crisis

Iran’s Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bahram
Qassemi says Tehran
clearly and totally
supports the United
Nations’missionto pursue
apolitical solution to the
ongoingcrisisin Yemen.
Qassemimadetheremarks
in response to ISNA’s
questionaboutthe claims
made by some foreign
mediathatIranhasoffered
to send a delegation to
participate inthe Yemeni
negotiationsin Stockholm.
“The Stockholm
consultations are of a
Yemeni-Yemeni nature.
Sincethebeginning ofthe
Yemen crisis, the Islamic
Republic of Iran has
stressedthe need forintra-
Yemeni talks free from
any foreignintervention,”
he said, stressing that
Iran’s call for talksamong
Yemenis was particularly
mentioned in the third
partoftheIranianforeign
minister’s four-pointplan
to end the crisis.“Tehran
has consistently expressed
its full support for the
UN’s mission to find an
appropriate  political
solutionasthe only way to
resolvethe crisis,” Qassemi
noted.“Iranadopted and
maintained the stance at
a time when the United
States gave the green
light for the launch of a
devastatingand inhumane
war on the Yemenipeople
by adoptinga politically
ambitious, completely
biased, destructive and
unbalanced policy,” he said.

Yellow Vest Rallies Heldin

Montenegro

Hundredsin Montenegrin capital Podgoricawearing yellow
vests protested the governmentoveranarrested lawmaker.
Theyellow vests attended the demonstration held by a pro-
opposition group, whowere protestingthearrestof Nebojsa
Medojevic, Anadolu Agencyreported.

The demonstrators gathered in front of the Montenegrin
Parliament to walk towards the president's office
and governmentbuilding. Many opposition leaders and
DemocraticFront (DF) lawmakersjoined therallies.
Oneofthe DFleaders AndrijaMandicsaidinaspeech thatlife of

term.

Mandicstated thattheywould be able to change Montenegro
whenthey compared theattendee figure of Podgorica protest
withthe onesin Paris,adding thatthey have tobe braveand
determined.

Mandiccalled onpeople,whowereabsentin Sunday's protests,
forattendingthe nextproteststobeheld on Wednesday,asthe
demonstrationended peacefully after speeches.

Since November 17 thousands of protesters---wearingyellow
vests---havebeen gatheringinmajor French citiesincluding
Paristo protest President Emmanuel Macron's controversial
fueltaxhikesandthedeterioratingeconomicsituation.

Medojevicisrisked, whowas sentenced totwo months prison

The demonstrators,whogenerally
live in rural areas due to high
rentsinthe cities, have called
onMacronto cutfuel taxesand
easetheireconomicdifficulties.
Accordingtoarecentsurvey,
84 percentofthe Frenchpeople
---mostlyfromthemiddle-income
group---supporttheprotests.
Fuel pricesin Francehaverisenmore
than20percentthisyear.
Thismovementspread to Belgiumand Netherlandsinashort
time.

Rouhani Calls on Baghdad to Cooperate
on Completion of Iran-Iraq Railway

President Hassan Rouhani
underlined the importance of
railway connection between Iran
and Iraq, and said Baghdad should
keep pace with Tehranin finishing
the project.

"The Shalamcheh-Basra railway
isready to come on stream and the
Iraniansideisreadyto carryoutitsside
ofthe project, we need measures by
Iraq’s Ministry of Finance to complete
the project,” President Rouhani said
inameetingwith Iran's Road Ministry
officials.

The Iranian presidentreiterated that
this project (Iran-Iraq railway) is
extremelyimportantanditshouldbe
fullyimplemented.

President Rouhani described the
development of rail transportation
asapriority for people’s safety and
convenience,and said, "[ranalso aims
to connect Khorramshahr-Basra
railway which has many significant
aspects, especially for Iranian pilgrims.
“Our connections with the neighboring
countriesareveryimportant, specially
atthe time of sanctions,” the Iranian
presidentadded.

President Hassan Rouhani said
Iran and Iraq can boost economic
transactions to 20$ billion through
further cooperation and an 8§ billion
increase in the volume of bilateral
trade.

Inrelevantremarksinearly November,
Deputyhead ofIran Railways company,
Mazyar Yazdani said that President
Rouhani had ordered to start
constructing the railway line from the
Iranian portof Shalamcheh to the city
ofBasrainlragq.

Yazdani explained that the
Shalamcheh-Basrarailway line will be
-32kilometer-longand will cost 2200
billionrials.

According to the Iranian official,
Tehran will construct the railwayline
inlranandIraqand giveitasa giftto
IragbuttheIraqiside hasto coverthe
construction expenses later.
According to Yazdani after the
projectis completed, there will be
a rail line between Iran, Iraq and
Syria that extends to the port of
Lattakia on the Mediterranean
Sea.

Iran has been trying to counter
the repercussions of the sanctions
imposed by the United States on
Monday by relying on its regional
network ofrelations, speciallyinIraq
and Syria.

-

Saudi FM: Riyadh Notto Hand over
Suspectsin Khashoggi Case

SaudiArabiaruled outextraditingsuspectsintheJamal Khashoggi
caseto Turkey, Foreign Minister Adel al-Jubeirsaid.

“We don’textradite our citizens,” al-Jubeir stated in the 39th
[Persian] Gulf Cooperation Council ([P]GCC) news conference
when he was asked aboutthe arrest warrants, Anadolu news

agencyreported.

Al-Jubeiradded thatthose who are guilty have beenreferred to
the Saudi prosecutor’s office buthe didn’t comment on the legal
process underlining thatthe prosecutor’s office hasits own
spokesman.Inaddition, he stressed that Saudi Arabiaisopento
any evidence to help the investigation and willannounce every
detailaboutthiscase.

AnIstanbul courton Wednesday issued arrest warrants for two

former Saudi officials for thekilling of Khashoggi.
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opendoorstoillegal drugsinto western

countries.

developmentare notrespected, many
insecurities thatIranhas prevented will

Europe to'Take
Iranian President’s

Warning Seriously

Chairman of the Iranian parliament’s
National Security and Foreign
Policy Commission Heshmatollah
Falahatpishehunderlined the necessity
for the European states to help Iran
develop and live through the US
sanctions, warning weakening Iran
would mean more troubles for them.

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani
warned on Saturday that the US
sanctions on Iran harm his country’s
fightagainstdrug trafficking and will

“By making Iran weaker through
sanctions, many people will notbe safe.
Those who do notbelieve what we say
had betterlook atthe map,” Rouhani
said.

Falahatpisheh advised the western
states, specially the Europeans, to
take President Rouhani’s warning
seriously, saying, “They should know
thatdevelopment, and not security, is
ourredline as Iranians protect their
security inany conditions; the country
has even protected the regional and
global security.”

“The Europeans should take the Iranian
president’s warning seriously thatif
these redlines that pertain to our

reachtheirborders,” headded.

Iran’s strategic location between
Afghanistan and Europe plays a
significant role in fighting drug
trafficking

Its 900-kilometer commonborder with
Afghanistan hasbeenused as the main
conduit for trafficking Afghan drugs to
narcoticskingpinsin Europe.
Accordingtoa United Nations report,
Afghanistan is considered a major
source of opium, morphine and heroin
for Iran, Pakistan, India and Central
Asia. Itisalsothe main source of heroin
inEurope.In2018, [ran’s anti-narcotics
police forces seized more than 330 tons
ofillicitdrugsacrossthe country.

Poll: Majority of Britons Say UK Should Remainin EU

NEWS

Muslims’ unitykey to resist

hegemonic policies: Velayati

Senior Adviserto Iran’s Leader for International
Affairs Ali Akbar Velayati said Monday that unity
among Muslims is the key to resist the global
arrogance’sunilateral policies.Addressingameeting
ofthe Central Council of the World Conference on
Lovers of Ahl al-Bayt (AS) in Tehran, which was
attended by a gathering religious scholars and
thinkers, the senior official stressed that unityin the
Islamic World isimperative to counter the hegemonic
policies of the US.Velayati noted that although the
enemieshavenotbeenabletoreachtheirgoalsinthe
region, they have targeted and inflicted damages on
Muslim nations.

Headded, thisisobvious from the heinous strategies,
suchasspreadingterrorismand extremism via Takfiri
groups, thatthey have adopted in the pastyearsto
weaken the Muslim nations.However, he stressed
thatthe USwill notbe able to fulfill its goals, justas
ithasalwaysbeenonthelosingside ofthe -40year-
long waritwaged against Muslims and the Islamic
Republicoflran.

Iran most capable in human rights:
Top official

Iranis mostcapable in humanrights; that's why the
enemy targets the countrythere, said the secretary of
Iran’s High Council for Human Rights.

‘The civil structure formed in Iran after the 1979
IslamicRevolution doesn’texistinany oftheregional
countries, said Mohammad-Javad Larijaniinahu-
manrights conference in Kerman, southeastIran on
Sunday evening.Saying thatIranisnotadictatorship,
Larijanisaid, ‘The Islamic Establishmentis based
onthe Guardianship ofthe IslamicJurist (Vilayat-e
Faqih) and elections; thisisan advanced and rational
model of democracy.Referring the double standard
the West practicesabouthumanrights, he said, ‘They
spread terrorismintheregioninthe name ofhuman
rights. Today, Mojahedin-e Khalq Organization (MKO)
isnodifferentfrom Daesh (ISIS); humanrights cannot
growwithbombingexplodingmosquesandreligious
centers.The advisor to the chiefofthe judiciary on
international affairsadded, ‘The enmity ofthe USand
the West with [slamis deep-rooted; now thatIranis
theheartland ofthe IslamicWorld, its defeat or victory
istantamountto the defeatorvictory of Islam. Iran
isnowthe mostadvanced Islamicnationinscience,
technology and civil system, said Larijani.

UN Chiefurges standing up for

human rights

Tehran, Dec 10, IRNA - Human rights are universal
and eternal said United Nations secretary-generalin
his message on Human Rights Day, urgingall people to
stand up forhumanrights - for everyone, everywhere.
UN Chiefurges standing up forhuman rights

'For 70 years, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rightshasbeenaglobal beacon - shiningalight for
dignity, equality and well-being ...and bringinghope
todarkplaces, said Antonio Guterresinamassage, a
copy of which was obtained by the Islamic Republic
News Agency (IRNA) through the United Nations
Information Center (UNIC) inthe Iranian capital on
December 10.

C

Most Britons wanttheir country to remain
inthe European Union,anew poll showsjust
daysbefore the Brexitvote in parliament.
Asofthismonth, justover 50 percent prefer
tostayinthebloc,accordingto the exclusive
research done for The Independent.

The data from pollsters BMG Research
isindicative of the fact that the number
of people favoring the remain has been
increasing month by month since the
summer, breaking past 50 percent in
Decemberasthe complexrealities of Brexit
were broughttolight.

Also, the poll revealed that almost half
of people believe the agreement Prime
Minister Theresa May struck with the
EUisa“bad deal”, with around as many
arguing MPs should not accept it when
deciding on Tuesday.Inresponse to the
question of whether the UK should “remain
amember ofthe European Union, or leave
the European Union”, 52 percent of some
1,500 respondents said “remain,” while
40 percentsaid “leave”. Six percent said
they were unsure and one percentrefused
to give any opinion.Meanwhile, May’s

dealhasbeenattacked by the cross-party
Committee on Exiting the European Union
inacriticalreportpublished on Sunday.“This
dealwould representahuge step into the
unknown”, Hilary Benn, the chairman of the
committee, whichistasked with scrutinizing
the deal, stated.

“Itdoesnotgive the British people or our
businessesthe clarity and the certainty they
need aboutour future trading relationship
withthe EUinfive ortenyears’ time,” Benn
noted.

Among the problems with the deal

mentioned
inthe summary ofthe report
are the backstop - the mechanism designed
toensurethereisnoreturntoahardborder
between British-ruled Northern Ireland
and EU-member Ireland, whichis the part
ofthe deal thathasbeenseverely criticized
bylawmakers.
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thefirstplace award in the competition.

Roboticteam from Qazvin Azad University of Iran won thefirstplace
intheindustrial robots category atthe 2nd RoboCup Asia Pacificin
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KishIsland, southernIran.AnotherIranian team, from Southeastern
province of Kerman, finished second in the competitions, while the team
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17171 Thilisi,” Qassemi said

on Monday.“In the past
few days, the Georgian
ambassador has been
summoned tothe (Iranian)
Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
andwe haveotherplanson
theagenda,” hesaid,adding
thattheministryispursuing
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theissueseriously.

advised [raniannationalsto
avoid unnecessary tripsto
the Caucasus country.

“We are pursuing with
special sensitivity some

Necessity of urban appropriation
due toincrease ofaging population

Pointing to the age of the current community

in the country,an urban planning expertsaid,

"Concerningthefactlsfahan’saging population

isincreasing, we should take ameasure tomeet

the needs of this group of people in the near

future.”

"Appropriating the urban spaces of Isfahanisn’t
limited only to meetingthe enabled people'sneeds,
butalsoawiderange of peopleinthesocietyneedto
access to the urban facilities easily," Elham Nazemi
said.

Referring to the taken out measures to make
appropriate urban spaces, she added, "In the
past few years, we have been the witnesses of

appropriating the pavements, but we are still far
away from the desirable quality; unfortunately,
parksand departments which have publicusages
arenotappropriated for disabled people's traffic.
However, we canrespond to disabled people's
needsonlyifthe city, publicand recreational places
undergo appropriation.”

Pointingto the necessity ofaspecial plan toidentify
disabled citizens, she noted, "Disabled group should
beidentified, then the needs and demands ofthem
thatareinline with other people in many cases,
should bemet."

"The appropriation of a city isnot only related
to the municipality, butalsoitdepends on the
participation of all the responsible organizations
andthe publicparticipation,” she emphasized.

Innational holiday, Iraq marks one year since defeat of Daesh

Iraqismarkingoneyearsinceitdeclared victory

againsttheterroristgroup of Daesh, which had

taken over nearly one-third of the country’s

territory.

Monday has officiallybeen declared aholidayinIraq,
withthe governmenturgingIraqisto celebrate.

[raqiofficials marked the one-year anniversary but
alsostressed theneed toaddress other concernsthat
continueto plagueIraq,including terroristattacks by
Daesh cells,aswell asalleged government corruption.
Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi said Iraq had
achieved “the biggest victory against the forces of

eviland terrorism” when it defeated Daesh. “The final
victory we hope forisachieving our people’sambitions
and hopes...Ifwe do not eliminate corruption, our
victory will belacking.”

ThelIraqipresidentmade similar remarks.
“Iraqistoday are celebrating the anniversary of victory
overtheugliestcriminal assaultthathistoryhasseen,”
President Barham Saleh said ina statement on Twitter.
“Our heroes achieved military victory atahigh price,
giving us the duty to achieve the final victory with a
political, social,and cultural win."On Sunday, December
9,2017,then-prime minister Haider al-Abadi declared
victory over Daesh, which had taken over swathes of
land following swiftattacks startingin 2014.

German Rail Services
Disrupted Due to Strike

Rail servicesin Germany were severely disrupted
Monday duetoastrike by railworkers over pay, operator
Deutsche Bahn said.Inter-regional services were
cancelled throughoutthe country due to the four-hour
strike whichbeganat5:00am (0400 GMT), the railway
company saidinastatement.A spokesman told AFP it
affected high-speedtrains (ICE) as well as the intercity

services.Deutsche Bahnsaid regional serviceswerealso
affected. Inthe south state of Bavaria, all rail trafficwas
suspended, itsaid.Pay negotiations between Deutsche
Bahn and the EVG rail workers' union, demanding a
-7.5percentsalaryrise for 160,000 employees, ended
withoutagreement on Saturday."The employer made
offerswhich did not correspond to the demands of our
members," said EVG negotiator Regina Rusch-Ziemba.
Buttherailway operatorinastatementhad described
the strike as "completely futile" saying its offer was
"attractiveand metthe maindemands" ofemployees.

Iranian University Wins Titleat RoboCup Asia

AnIranianroboticteam from Qazvin Azad University earned six
pointsinthe categories ofindustrial robots, RoboCup Soccer,and
Rescueand the Humanoid atthe 2nd RoboCup Asia Pacificand won

from Singaporeranked the third.Inhome robotsection, Malaysia ranked first.

Rouhani Calls on Baghdad to Cooperate
on Completion of Iran-Iraq Railway

Zarif: Strong Region More Needed than Strongmen

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad

Javad Zarif denounced the self-proclaimed

strongmen of the region for causing war and

misery,and said that stronger region is what

ismore needed underthe current tumultuous
conditionsinthe Middle East.

Zarif, in post on his Twitter page, urged all countries
of the region to pursue dialogue and respect for
international law instead of looking for strongmen,
providingalistof mostimportantfactors that pave the
way for makingtheregion strong.

“What we need is a stronger region rather than
strongmen. For thisweneed dialogue,” and “respect for
internationallaw,” Zariftweeted late on Sunday.

The top Iranian diplomatalso mentioned “inclusion,
security networking, economic cooperation,and more
people-to-people contact,” as other factors, which can
helpregional statesachieve the goal ofhavingastronger
region.

The Iranian foreign minister also took to task the
“strongmen,” who have risen to power in the Middle
Eastern countries, for the destructive role they have
playedintheregion, noting, “Ourregion hashad fartoo
many strongmen who have only caused war & misery.”
He, however,made no directreference to any specific
regional politician.

Inanother partofhis tweet, Zarifbroughtup some key
pointsincludedinIranian President Hassan Rouhani's
statementbefore the regional parliament speakers'
conferencein Tehran ontherequisites for therealization
ofastrongerregion.

Parliament speakers of Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkey,
Chinaand Russiajoined their Iranian counterpartAli
Larijaniin Tehran on Saturday to participate in the
Second Conference on Combatting Terrorism.
Atthebeginning ofthe conference, the Speaker of the
National Assembly of Pakistan Asad Qaiser who chaired
thefirstround ofthe conference ceded the presidency of
the conferenceto Iran's Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani.
Also,inthe opening ceremony ofthe conference, Iranian
PresidentHassan Rouhaniaddressed the event.
Before the commencement of the conference, the
speakersof parliaments of Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan,
Turkey, China, and Russia were introduced to the
President,and then posed foraphoto.

Ali Larijaniand the parliament speakers from Russia,
Chinaand Afghanistan delivered speechesattheevent.

Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif,
Intelligence Minister Mahmoud Alavi, President's Chief
of Staff Mahmoud Vaezi, Parliament's General Director
for International Affairs Hossein Amir Abdollahian
andagroup of parliamentlawmakers wereamong the
participantsintheevent.

Inthe firstedition of the conference which took place
lastyearinIslamabad the parliament speakers ofIran,
Pakistan, Turkey, China, Russiaand Afghanistandecided
toenhanceregional counter-terrorism cooperation.
Earlier on November 20, Iranian President Hassan
Rouhanidescribed his countryasapioneeringstate in
combatingterrorism,and said Iran, whichis one ofthe
victims of the weapons of mass destruction, is amajor
opponentofsuchweaponsintheworld.

President Rouhani made the remarks on Wednesday
speakingattheregularweekly cabinetsessionin Tehran.
StatingthattheIslamic RepublicofIranisthe pioneer of
fightingterrorism, hesaid, “Iranisthe biggestvictim of
aggression, terrorism, and the use of weapons of mass
destruction."

Rouhanihighlighted thatIran's pastexperienceinbeing
victimized by the use of weapons of mass destruction
isone ofthereasonsthatnowitis "the major statein
fightingWMDs".

Headded, “Today,we should be-and are- the top country
innotletting terrorists take advantage of different
financial systems for transferringmoney."

Iran hasannounced in numerous occasions thatit
welcomes bilateral and multilateral cooperation on
combattingterrorismintheworld,andithasbeenthe
major supporteroflraqiand Syrian governmentsin their
campaignagainsttheISILand similar terroristgroups.
On Sunday, Iraqi President Barham Salih who was
visiting Tehran at athe head of a senior Iraqi
delegation met with Iranian Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei and appreciated
Tehran's assistance to Baghdad in the fight against
terrorist groups, adding, "Iran played a huge
role in defeating terrorism through its supports
(forlraq)."

Onlast Monday, Special Assistantto Iran's Foreign
Ministerin Political Affairs Hossein Jaberi Ansariand
Syrian President Basharal-Assad metin Damascusand
thetwo sides vowed tokeep up their mutual cooperation
onfightingterroristand extremistgroups.

Iranand Syria have pledged to keep counter-terrorism
cooperationand to counter USbidstorevive terrorists
and create obstacles to prolong the warin the Arab
country.
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