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Nobar Bath:
An Iranian,
Historical
Bathhouse
Belongingto
19th Century

Nobar
another glorious
architectural
masterpiece

Bath is

of Qajar time,
designed and
constructed by
Balakaazem, a
local traditional
architectin 1875.
The cozy bath

was also named

“Hammam-e -
Vazir” meaning “the
minister’s bath”.
This 700 square
meters bath was
open to public
since 1994 but
Nobar Bath House
in ruins has been
restored and then
registered as
national heritage.
Once Dbuilt in
central district of
Tabriz and played
an important
role as a warm
gathering corner
for making friends,
spreading news
and gossip for
120 years, Nobar
Bathhouse has
been changed into
a traditional tea
house and dining
room, where
you may enjoy
unforgettable
hospitality of
Tabrizi people and
try deliciouslocal
cuisines.

Notonly warm and
friendly treatment
of locals but also
the blue tiles and

artworks and
its noble Iranian
environment will
surelyimpressyou
deeply.

How Isfahan I's Attracting Ever More
Foreign Tourists To Iran

Isfahan is on track to tower as one
of Iran’s top travel destinations for
years to come.Since the election
of President Hassan Rouhani in
2013, Iran’s tourism industry has
witnessed its biggest growth since
the Islamic Revolutionin 1979. The
growth saw an even more significant
boostfollowing the implementation
of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action in January 2016. Indeed, in
recent years, Iran has been among
the most frequently suggested travel
destinations worldwide.

Business Insider and Bloomberg have
bothnamed Irantobeamongthe “Top 50”
and “Top 20” destinations to visitin 2017.
Official figures show the number of foreign
tourists visiting Iranin 2015 topped 5.2
million—upfromnearly 3.5 millionin2012
—and the boomingindustry has brought
the countrybillions of dollarsinrevenueand
created badlyneeded jobs.

Esfahan, or “Halfofthe World” asitis dubbed
in Persian, is attracting ever more foreign
touriststoIranintheaftermath ofthelifting
of sanctions.

Reihaneh Ahsanizadeh, an English-
speakingtour guide in Tehran, said there
hasbeenasurgeinthe number of foreign
touristsduring the pastyear. “Cities such
as Tehran, Esfahan, Kashan, Yazd, Kerman
and Shiraz are the top destinations for
foreign visitors,” she told Al-Monitor. Of
these cities, Esfahan has been one of the
most consistently popular choices for both
localand foreign travelers due toitsrich
and impressive architectural sites, ranging
fromroyal palaces to magnificentbridges.
Located in Iran’s interior, Esfahan was
once one ofthelargestand mostimportant
citiesin Westand Central Asia. [ts position
at the crossroads of the main overland
trade routes contributed to its becoming
the Iranian capital during the Safavid era
(1502-1736).Therule of Shah Abbas (1588-
1629) was aparticularly prosperous time
for Esfahan, and many monuments and
buildings for which the city isrenowned

today were constructed duringthis time.
Esfahan’sJame Mosqueis considered the
oldestandlargestofitskindinIrananda
must-see for any visitor. The origins of the
mosque are said to go back to the eighth
century,and althoughitburned downinthe
11th century,itwasrebuilt. Since then, the
mosquehasbeenremodeled,enhanced and
expanded manytimes, turningitintoaliving
museum of Islamicand Iranianarchitecture.
The mosqueiscommonly considered tobe
thefirstIslamicbuilding toadaptthe four-
courtyard (Iwan) layoutof Sassanid palaces
toIslamicreligious architecture. Itisalso
considered the prototype oflater mosque
designsthroughout Central Asia.

Jame Mosqueis one of 21 Iranian cultural
and natural sites to have beenregistered
on UNESCO’s World Heritage List; it was
inscribed assuchin 2012. Historicand
fascinatingbazaarsnearthe mosque’sdoors
link it to the magnificent Naghshe Jahan
Square, which became a World Heritage
sitein1979. The square, whichusedtobea
polofield,isone of thelargest city squares
intheworld. Itfeaturesanumber ofIslamic
buildingsincluding the Masjed-e Shah and
the Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque, both of which
are decorated with the famous blue-tiled
mosaicdesigns, considered by many to be
masterpieces of Safavid architecture. The
square alsoincludesthe fascinating Ali
Qapu Palace, asix-story building with an
elevated terrace,and the beautiful gateway
to the old Gheisariyeh bazaar. Martina
Bisaz,a Swiss photographer who visited
Iranlastyear, told Al-Monitor, “Esfahan
was awonderful experience with so much
history. Ali Qapu Palace and Sheikh Lotfollah
Mosque impressed me the most.”

The Masjed e-Shah is pictured at night
in Isfahan, Iran, Feb.5,2017. These are
just a few examples of the historical
landmarks Esfahan has to offer. Kakh-e
Chehel Sotun (the “40 Pillars Palace”) was
also constructed during the Safavid era
toserveasapavilion forentertainingand
areception hall. Though less famous, the
Hasht Behesht Palace (“Eight Heavens”)
has no less splendid ceilings, this time
decorated with mirrors and the finest
Iranian paintings. But Esfahanisnotjust
aboutmosquesand palaces. The cityisalso

famous for the many bridges running over
the Zayanderud (Zayande River). The Sio-
Se-Polisthelongestand mostfamousofthe
11bridgesinthecity;ithasalengthofnearly
300 meters (roughly 0.2 miles). “Iwas very
lucky to see the famous bridges with water
runningintheriverbed. Thekindnessand
hospitality of the Iranian people in Esfahan
wasincredibly great, like nowhere else in
thisworld,” Bisaz said.

The inside of Kakh-e Chehel Sotun is
picturedinIsfahan,Iran, October 28,2016.
Despite being one of the mostimportant
centersoftheIslamicworld, Esfahanisalso
known foritsreligious tolerance. The city
ishometoagreatpopulation of Armenians
and Jews. The Vank Cathedral, builtduring
thereign of Shah AbbasIlin 1663, is the
mostfamous of the three churchesin the
city. Although ithas amodestexterior, the
churchhasalavishly decorated interior with
acentral dome painted with adelicate blue
and gold.

Ehsan,a38-year-oldlocal tour guide who
frequently travels to Esfahan, said he has
never seen this many foreign tourists
in Esfahan or other major cities before.
“Nowadays, there are places where the
number of foreign visitorsis much higher
than locals [tourists]. It’s good for our
economy,” hetold Al-Monitor.

Fereydoun Allahyari, the director general of
the Esfahan Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts
and Tourism Department, told Al-Monitor
thatthe number offoreign tourists visiting
Esfahan hasincreased by 400% over the
pastfouryears, giving Esfahan the firstrank
interms ofannualincrease of tourists from
abroad. “Lastyear 250,000 foreign travelers
visited Esfahan, and we expect the figure
toreach 350,000 by the end of this year,”
Allahyariadded.

Noting that the average age of foreign
tourists visiting Esfahan has dropped —
fromaprevious average of 50 to between
20and 30 — Allahyaristressed, “Our planis
toattract 1 million foreign tourists annually
by 2021

Asthecity’s versatility has earned it the
nickname “Nesfe Jahan” (“Half of the
World”), it appears that Esfahan is on
track to tower as one of Iran’s top travel
destinations foryearsto come.

[sfahan, a city shrouded in history, is one of the most
beautiful citiesin the Middle-East. To have a decenttour
ofthe cityand beimmersedinitshistoricsplendors, one
needsatleastacouple of days. Thatis when the issue of
accommodation beginstoloom. Butyou have nothingto
fretaboutaslsfahanoffersgreatchoices ofaccommodation
forallbudgets. Take for example the greatvariety of cheap
hotelsandhostelsinIsfahanwhichisatruerarityin central
[ran. Theyareideal foran economy traveler on so many
levels. First, they charge much lower than fancy hotels.
Second, mostoflsfahanhotelsarenearthemajorhighlights
ofsfahaninthe city center. Finally, they provide their guests
with greatservice and standard amenities. One shining
example of such aplaceisIsfahan Boutique Hotel. This
beautifulhotelisinfactarenovated historichousethatdates
backtomorethan400yearsago. Thehotel’'sarchitecture
istheworkof [ranianarch masters ofthe 17th century.
Isfahan Boutique Hotel has seven beautifully decorated
and aptly furnished rooms. Thereisalsoadormroom
for thebackpackersand otherbudgettravelerswhoare
lookingforasimplebed andbasicamenities. Allroomshave
air-conditionersand heaters. However due to the historic
significance ofthehoteland the need forits preservation,
theroomsdon’thave separate bathrooms. Inspite ofbeing
inthecity center, Isfahan Hotelisnexttoa public parking
areawhere you canleave your carinreturn foralittle
parking fee. And onelastthingaboutthe hotelis thatitis
only atwo minutes’ walk from major historichighlights
suchas]ameh Mosque and the old bazaar of Isfahan. Other
economy optionsin Isfahaninclude numerous fantastic
guesthouses. However,ifyoupreferluxuryaccommodation,
youshould tryIsfahan’s deluxe traditional hotels. They
have the authenticambiance ofa traditional mansion
and the stylish facilities ofamodern hotel. The building
carryingthe name of Isfahan Boutique Hotel datesback to
about400yearsago. Buttheold structureisrenovatedand
equipped with greatfacilities to provide an enjoyable stay
forits guests. Thehotelliesin the city centerin the vicinity
ofIsfahan’s historicattractions. The old town of Isfahan
isamagical place.Itislikeahuge museum full of wonders
where everythingbeats with historyand tradition. Most
ofthevisitorsto the citywantto bein the proximity ofthe
historicattractionsand thatis where they find Isfahan’s
bestcheap hotels. As one of the most popular of Iran’s
accommodation options, hotelsin Isfahan offer superb
service. The [ranian managementand staffofthesehotels
havegarneredvaluableexperienceovertheyearsand know
exactly howto make your stay in Isfahan unforgettable.
Traditional guesthouses are the other option within the
huge diversity of cheapaccommodationinIsfahan. These
lovelylittle guesthousesare the perfectsubstitute foryouth
hostelsinIsfahan. Butyouthhostelsaside, thereare several
typicalhostelsinIsfahan. Some ofthese cheap hostels will
exceedyour expectationswhiletravelingin Iran.Isfahan’s
hostelsand hotels such as Isfahan Boutique Hoteladd a
traditional quality to the common features of the city’s
hospitalitybusiness.

Isfahan Hotel Amenities

[sfahan Boutique Hotel boasts a unique design and
extraordinary decoration made by the subtle hands of
[ranian artists of the 17th century. But the traditional
lookofthe place shouldn’tlead youto the conclusion that
everythingisold-fashioned and outdated here. Free WI-FI
isavailableandallroomshaveadjustableair conditioning
systems.Adelectable breakfastisserved everymorningin
thebeautiful yard of the hotel (except for the cold winter
dayswhenitisrelocated tothe hangoutarea ofthe hotel).
Asmentioned,roomsarefabulous. Theyhavelovelyhistoric
decorationsandinclude quality facilities. Whenitcomesto
choosingrooms, thereisanothermore economical option
forbudgettravelersand thatisthe dormroom ofthe hotel.
Theamenitiesarepredictablybasicinthe dormbuttheyare
very cleanand pleasing. Thegood news for the peoplewho
travelbytheircarsisthatthereisapublicparkingarearight
nexttothehotelwhereyoucanleaveyour carinreturn for
anegligible sum.

Isfahan Hotel’'s Details
Consideringitsmodeststatusasabudgetaccommodation,
Isfahan Boutique Hotelis classyand exotic. Itisastunning
historicbuildingwithatraditionalambianceand modern
facilities. You can check outIsfahan Hotel's photosto see
the glory ofitsinternal embellishments and beautiful
yard. Bookingis fairly easy; Isfahan Hotel's reservation
couldbe done online orviatelephone. The hotelis quite
busy especially duringhigh-seasonbecause ofitslocation.
Isfahan Hotel'saddressandlocation, enablesyoutogoon
footto some ofthe most popular tourist destinationsin
thecity. Asforthe cost, Isfahan Hotel'spricesare withinthe
reasonablerange. Theyare muchlowerthanluxuryhotels
andslightlyhigherthanguesthouses.




Iran’s Gas Flow to Iraq
Resumed after Pipeline Repair

Iranresumedits flow of gas exportsto Iraq afterashortperiod
of pausein the stream due to pipeline repair operations.
Iranian oil ministry announced on Saturday thatthe flow of gas
exports from Iran’s Naftshahrto Iraq’s Baghdad hasresumed
afterahaltduetodamages doneto the pipelineinrecentheavy
floodsandlandslide in the southwestofIranand southeast of
[raqiregions.

The gas exportsto Iraqi capital Baghdad returned to normal
on Wednesday after pipeline repairs.

Accordingto the Iran’s Oil Ministry, the flow of exports from

Shalamcheh to Iraqicity of Basrahasalso returned to normal
after afewdayshalt.

Iranhad halted gas exportstoIraqearly lastmonth for several
days due to damagesto the pipeline caused by an earthquake
which struckthe Iran-Iranborderareas.

Iran and Iraq enjoy very close ties in the post-Saddam era
and early in September, Advisor to the Iranian Parliament
Speaker Hossein Amir Abdollahian underlined that Tehran
and Baghdad enjoy strategicrelations, blaming foreign hands
fortherecentunrestandattackonIran’s consulate in Basra.
“There are cleartraces of the complicity of foreign agents of
theregion’s warmongersintheincidentofarsonattack on
the consulate of the Islamic Republic of [ranin Basra,” Amir

Abdollahian wrote on his twitter page.

“British Shiite and Saudi Wahhabism won’tbe allowed to drag
Iraqinto chaos. Tehran-Baghdad relationsare strategic,” he
added.

OnSeptember 21, Amir Abdollahian blasted the US for trying
tohamper therelations between Tehran and Baghdad, and
said thetiesbetween Iran and Iraqare strategic.

Iraqgi mediaoutlets released several audio files showing the
Saudiintelligence agencies’ footprintsin therecentunrestsin
Basracityin SouthernIraqg.

The Arabic-language al-Ahd news channel released the audio
fileson Saturday, revealing that Saudi Arabiahasbeenrunning
spying attemptsto earnintelligence superiorityinIraq.

NEWS

Report: France, Germany
to Host Iran-EUTrade
Mechanism Meeting

France and Germany have agreed to host the
Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV) meetings to keep
tradebetween Iran and the European Union alive,
mediareports said.The German weekly business
news magazine, Wirtschaftswoche, wrote thatthe
meetingson the EU’s promised trade mechanism
aimed atfacilitatingtrade with Iranin the face ofthe
USsanctionswillbe held in Germanyand France.

Austria, Luxembourg and Belgium, the other
potential candidates, had refused tohostthe SPVin
fear of USreprisals.Nine countries areinterested
injoining the Special Purpose Vehicle, including
[taly, Spain, Austriaand the Benelux (Belgium, the
Netherlands,and Luxembourg), theitadded.Forthe
Europeans, the SPV,whichisinitiallyintended tostart
asasmallentityand could acquireabankinglicense
over time, hasahigh political value.“Itisimportant
forustodefend theinterests of our companiesand
tounderpinoureconomicindependence fromthe
US,"the Germanweekly quoted adiplomatassaying.
The trade mechanismis partofthe EU’s efforts
toencourage Iran toremain in the nuclear deal
following the unilateral withdrawal of the USback
in May, by offeringan alternative paymentchannel
tokeep trade flowing with Iranin defiance of US
sanctions. The SPVisintended tomake cross-border
paymentssuperfluous,sothataEuropeanexporterto
IranwouldbepaidbyaEuropeanimporterfromIran.

Irannon-oil exportsto Iraq

expected toreach $9bn

Najaf,Dec9,IRNA -Iranianambassadorin Baghdad
said thatthe non-oil exportto Iraqisexpectedto
reach8.5to9billiondollarsbythe end ofthisIranian
calendaryear (March20,2019).

Irannon-oil exportstolraqexpectedtoreach $9bn
“Trade relations between Iran and Iraq have
increasedinrecentmonths despite the financial
difficulties,” said IrajMasjediin ameeting with the
representative of Iran’s Supreme Leaderto Iraq
MojtabaHosseiniand otherheads ofIranian cultural
organizationsin Iraq. “Iran’s non-oil exports to
Iraqisexpected toreach 8.5 to 9billion dollars by
the end of the year; itwas some 6.5 billion dollars
by the end ofthelastIranian calendaryearof 1396
[March20,2018]."Pointingtotheincrease ofthegas
exportsfrom 12 million square metersto 20 million,
headded, “Iraqgwas the third exportdestination
ofIranian goods after Chinaand the United Arab
Emirates, butnowisthefirst.” Saying thatbeneficial
agreements have beensigned in ordertoenhance
the economicpresence of I[ranin Iraqi markets,
Masjediadded thatatrade conference whichisto
be held with the attendance of the two countries’
trade ministers, governors, and major traders
onDecember 16isamongthelatestfruits ofthe
economiccollaborations.

Waterresources managementinIran
faceschallengesand mustbedirected
towards integrated managementin
this sector,awater field expertfrom
the German ministry of Science and
Researchsaid.

Addressngameeting of the Integrated
Management of Water Resources of the
Zayanderud River atIsfahan Industrial
University on Sunday, Christian Alecke
said, ‘Thereisaneed to share support
packagestointegrate water resources
management.

Referring to the Integrated Management
Plan of Zayanderud water resources
which was commissioned by the Ministry
of Energy and with the cooperation of
Scientific University of Isfahan and the
German Academy of Science, Alecke
underlined, ‘Iran’s plan was one of the
mostsuccessful programs thatwould be

Integrated management of
waterresourcesin Iranneeded
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followedln the second stage.

‘The project’s future is particularly
importantfor Germany asitisabilateral
cooperationwith sums of millions of Euros,
the expertsaid, noting thatthe German
Energy Ministry hasinvested in the Iranian
plan.

‘Ontheinternational arena, we canjointly
work with the Iranian Ministry of Science
so that there is ajoint training center
between the two countriesin the coming
days, Alecke stressed, notingthatthereare
300 m Eurosannually to supportsciencein
the Germanrelevant ministry.
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Chabaharis an economicpolefor

Iran

MawlawiSalami condemned the Chabahar terroristincidentand
said, “The enemies seekto create agulfbetween the peopleand
thelslamicsystembutthe enemiesplotsdon’tcreatedisorderin
the powerful movementofthe IslamicRevolution.”

Inan exclusive conversation with Rasa News Agency, Mawlawi
Nazir Ahmad Salami, the representative of the people of
Sistanand Baluchistan province in the Assembly of Experts,
condemned the December 6th terrorist incident in the
southeastern Iranian portcity of Chabahar and offered his
condolencestothefamiliesofthose martyred,said, “The enemies
have neverabandoned theirhostility to us since the beginning

ofthe Islamic Revolution. During this period, the enemies have
addedtotheir criminalmovementsand have engagedinterrorist
operationswith the objective of creatinginsecurity and crises.”
Notingthe factthatthe portofChabaharisthe mostreliable port
inIranand connected to the waters of the world, the Iranian
Sunni clericsaid, “The Supreme Leader ofthe Islamic Revolution
[Ayatollah Khamenei] insisted that the Makran coast must
becomean economic pillar ofthe country. For thisreason, by
carryingoutextensive activities, we now see foreign countries
comingand investinginit. Given thatthe horizon of Chabahar
willbevery clearinthe near future, the enemieswon’tbe able
totolerate thisissueand have engaged in creatinginsecurityin
theregionsothatthe countriesthatarelookingtoinvestwillbe
dissuaded.”
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Official Calls for
Presence of Iran’s
Private Sectorin Iraq’s
Projects

AseniorIraqiofficial ina meeting with
Iran’s Ambassador to Iraq voiced his
country’sinterestinthe participation
oflranian companiesin that country’s
developmentprojects.

“The presence of [ranian companies in
Iraq causes developmentand createsjob
opportunitiesinlraq,” Head of Karbala
Provincial Council Nassif Jassem al-
Khattabisaid.

The Iraqiofficial, meantime, reiterated
thathis company is ready to give any
necessaryaidtotheIranian companiesfor
openingbranchesandbuildingfactories
inlraq.

Iranian ambassador, for his part,
underlined that Baghdad is willing to
cooperate and give aid to economic
operators ofboth countries.
Inrelevantremarks on Wednesday, Iraqi
Trade Minister Mohammad Hashimal-Ani
inameeting with Iran’s Ambassadorto
BaghdadIrajMasjediexpressed hopethat
Tehranand Baghdad would boosttheir
tradeand economicrelations, reaffirming
the Iragi government’s commitmentto
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developtradewithIran.

Mohammad Hashim al-Ani, referred to
the upcomingvisitby Iran’s Minister of
Industry, Mine and Trade Reza Rahmani
tohis country,voiced his eagernesstotalk
discussdevelopmentofbilateral relations
inthe economic,investmentand trade
fields.

Thelragiministerexpressed hopethatthe
twoneighborswouldboosttheirtrades
and economicrelations.

Referringto the US’ unilateral sanctions
onIran, the Iraqi official reiterated his
respective government’s supportto the
Islamic Republic, saying Iraq will not
abandonIranunder pressure.

Iran, Russiato Strengthen Private
Sectorin Bilateral Trade

Chairmen of the Iranian and
Russian chambers of commerce,
inameetingin Tehran, agreed
to cooperate on annual Iran-
Russiatrade conference, urging
the governments in Tehran
and Moscow to extend backing
to the private sectors in the
climate of sanctions.Chairman
ofIran’s Chamber of Commerce
Gholamhossein Shafeiand his
Russian counterpart Sergey
Katyrin, in a late Saturday
meetingin Tehran, exchanged
views on mutual coordination
forholdingannual Iran-Russia

Trade Conference was the most
significanttopicdiscussed during
themeeting, he said.Notingthat
holdingthe eventplaysa crucial
rolein strengthening economic
cooperation between the two
countries, Katyrin said that
holdinglastyear’s conference
hosted by Iranbroughtsuitable
feedbacksfromthe participants.
He further maintained that oil
and gas, agriculture, foodstuff,
transportationand logisticsare
among the topics which can be
discussed during the upcoming
Iran-Russia Trade Conference.
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Envoy: Trading
inNat’l
Currencies
Neededto
CounterUS
Sanctions

Russian Ambassadorto
Iran Levan Dzhagaryan
said trading between
Iranand Russiain their
national currenciesisan
importantsteptocounter
theunilateral sanctions of
the United States.
“Currently 25 percentof
tradeexchangesbetween
the two countries are
being conducted in
rial and ruble and this
trend will continue,”
Dzhagaryansaid.

He pointed to devising
Special-Purpose Vehicle
(SPV) by Europe, and
said, “The European
countries just talk
about  establishing
such a mechanism,
but they have not yet
implemented anything”
In relevant remarks
in late November,
Energy Minister Reza
Ardakanian, on his
way back to Tehran
before leaving the
Russian capital city
of Moscow, said that
Iran and Moscow are
determined to change
the USsanctionsagainst
the two countries into
opportunities.

The US sanctions
againstIranand Russia
could become unique
opportunities for
expanding cooperation
between Tehran and
Moscow,Ardakaniansaid
beforeleaving Moscow
where he participated
and jointly with his
Russian counterpart
Novak headed the
Iranian-Russian Joint
Commission.
Ardakanian told
reporters that relying
on the very good

human capacities,
natural resources,
and considering
the determination

of the leaders of the
two countries on
the development of
cooperation; sanctions
can be used as a
maximum opportunity.
“Iran and Russia could
exploitthesanctions.”
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Free Huawei
CFOorFace
Consequences,
China'Tells
Canada

China warned Canada
Saturday thatthere would
be severe consequencesifit
didnotimmediatelyrelease
Huawei Technologies Co
Ltd’s chieffinancial officer,
calling the case “extremely
nasty.’

Meng Wanzhou, Huawei’s
global chieffinancial officer,
wasarrested in Canadaon
Dec.1and facesextradition
to the United States, which
alleges that she covered
up her company’s links
toa firm thattried to sell
equipmentto Iran despite
sanctions.

The executive is the
daughter of the founder of
Huawei.

Ifextradited to the United
States, Meng would face
charges of conspiracy to
defraud multiple financial
institutions, a Canadian
courtheard on Friday, with
amaximum sentence of 30
years foreach charge.

No decision wasreached
atthe extradition hearing
after nearly six hours of
arguments and counter-
arguments,andthehearing
was adjourned until
Monday.
Inashortstatement, China’s
Foreign Ministry said that
Vice Foreign Minister Le
Yucheng had issued the
warning torelease Meng
toCanada’sambassadorin
Beijing, summoning him
tolodgea “strongprotest”,
Reutersreported.

There was noimmediate
reaction from the office of
Canadian Foreign Minister
Chrystia Freeland on
Saturday. When asked
aboutthe possible Chinese
backlash after the arrest
of Huawei’s CFO, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau
told reporters on Friday
thatCanadahasaverygood
relationship with Beijing.
Canada’s arrest of Meng
at the request of the
United States, while she
was changing plane in
Vancouver, was a serious
breach ofherlawful rights,
Lesaid.

Themove “ignored thelaw,
wasunreasonable”and was
initsverynature “extremely
nasty,"headded.

“China strongly urges
the Canadian side to
immediately release the
detained person, and
earnestly protect their
lawful, legitimate rights,
otherwise Canada must
acceptfullresponsibility for
the serious consequences
caused.”

The statement did not
elaborate.

Iran-Afghanistan

economicties need major

transformation

Iranian President described economicrelations between
Iranand Afghanistan as requiringa major transformation
and stressed that Tehranisreadyto cooperate with Kabulin
economicfields.Speakingin ameeting with the Speaker of
Parliamentof Afghanistan, PresidentHassan Rouhanireferred
totheholdingofthe 2nd conference of parliamentspeakers of
Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan, Turkey, Chinaand Russia on the
challenges ofterrorism, saying, “Tehran-Kabulrelationsare

beyondneighbourlinessand therefore, overcomingterrorism
and establishment of security and stability and economic
developmentin AfghanistanisveryimportantfortheIslamic

Republicoflran”.

“Relationsbetween Iran and Afghanistanare developingin
differentfields,and currently, Iranhas constructed the railway
totheborder of Afghanistan to connecttherail systems ofthe
two countries,” he continued.The Presidentadded, “Chabahar
regionisaverygood opportunity for developmentofeconomic
relations between the two countries and for investment
and investors”.Onthe production of drugs, the President
added, “Theissue of drugs has made many harms to both
Iranianand Afghannationsand fightingitseriously depends

Police Arrest 10 Terrorists Linked to
Chabahar Attack

Ten terrorists linked to the Thursday
terroristattack onIran’s Southeastern
portcity of Chabaharhave beenarrested
so far, Iranian Police Chief Brigadier
General Hossein Ashtari stated on
Sunday.

“God-willingly, the main elements and the
masterminds behind this terroristattack will
beidentified,arrested,and punished, with good
cooperationand coordination between people,
police,and thejudiciary system,” said Iranian
Police ChiefBrigadier General Hossein Ashtari
today.

He then hailed the bravery of the police forces
whothwarted the plot,andaddedthatgoodclues
tosppeduptheidentification ofthemasterminds
oftheattackhavebeen found.

[ran’spolice chiefreassured thatgood progresses
havebeenmadeinthe case,andtheresultswillbe
publiclyannouncedinaverynearfuture.
Elsewhere, hetouched upontheissue of [ranian
border guards abducted by Pakistani-based
terrorists, and reassured that with good
coordination between foreign ministryand the
armed forcestherestofthekidnapped guards
wouldbereleased.
Inarelevantdevelopmenton Thursday, Deputy
Governor-General of Sistanand Balouchestan
Province for Security and Law Enforcement

oncooperationbetweenthe two
countries”.

Speaker of the Parliament
of Afghanistan Abdul Rauf
Ibrahimisaidin the meeting,
“Iranand Afghanistan havea
lot of common grounds with
regard to culture”.“Iran and
Afghanistanareboth majorvictims
ofterrorismintheregionand theworld
andwebelieve thatcooperationbetweenthe
countriesinfightingterrorismwillbenefitnotonly thetwo,but
alsotheentireregion,”he continued.

AffairsMohammad Hadi Mara'ashitold FNA that
"abombblastwasheard some minutesagonear
apolicestationonastreetin Chabahar cityand
securityforcesand aid groups wereimmediately
deployedtotheregion".

Headded thatthebombwhichwasplantedinside
acarkilled 2 people andwounded many others.
Local sources also said that at least 2 law
enforcement police have been killed in the
terroristattack. The suicide bomber meant
to open his path into the Law Enforcement
command center, butwas forced to stop where
heblewuphimselfandthecar.

Meantime, Caretaker of Chabahar city's
Governor-General Office Bameri confirmed the
deathandinjury ofanumber of peopleinthe
bombblast, stressing that conditionsare under

controlnow.

Headded thatthe bombwas plantedinside a
pickuptrucknearthe Law EnforcementPolice's

station.

"Anumberofwomen,childrenandlocalbusiness
ownersareamong the wounded people who
were transferred to Imam Ali (AS) hospital,"
Bamerisaid.Latestreports by Chabaharmedical
officialssaid thatwounded peoplewereaccepted
tothecity'shospitals,amongthema pregnant

womananda-16year-oldadolescent.

I[slamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC)
Ground Force Commander Brigadier General
Mohammad Pakpourunderlined on Thursday
that full security has been established in the
Southeastern city of Chabaharafterthe Thursday

morningterroristattack.

-

sentence approved

Tehran.

Iranian economiccorruptordeath

Iran’sjudiciary spokesmanannounced thatthe death sentence of
Hamid Bageri Darmani was approved by the Supreme Court for
briberyand fraud which wasissued inthelower court.

MohseniEjeisaidinapress conference on Sunday thatthe verdicts
foranumber ofthe corruptors ofthe economicsysteminthe court
havebeenissued.Inarelevantnewsreportin mid-November,
Vahid Mazloumin, known as Sultan of Coins, was executed in

In early July, Mazloumin, 58-year-old gold coin dealer, was
arrested.Heand hisaccomplice Mohammad-Esmaeil Qassemi,
who had formed a smuggling gang were convicted of being
involved in economic corruption, manipulating the domestic
currency market and making illegal deals, and they were
sentenced todeath.Based onareportreleased by Central Bank of
Iran (CBI) aboutnine monthsago, and afterinvestigation carried
outbyIran’s Ministry of Intelligence and the Police,anumber of
keyindividualsinvolved inembarrassingthe Forexand currency
marketswerearrested.Inrecent months,economicsituationand
theinstabilityin the Forexmarkethave caused populardiscontent.

~
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Iranian MP
Questions
Europeans’ Resolve

to Establish SPV

Asenior [ranianlawmaker criticized the
European parties tothe 2015 nucleardeal
and said theyarenotdetermined to create
the Special Purpose Vehicle (SPV), the
mechanismaimed atfacilitating trade with
Iraninthe USsanctionsera.

“The Europeansare notresolved to create
the payment channel (SPV) with [ran,”

Hossein Nagavi Hosseini,amember of the
[ranian Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Commission, told Tasnim.

Today, theballisin the Europeans’ court,
he said, adding that they have no excuse
for not fulfilling their obligations.“In the
currentatmosphere, the Islamic Republic
should take another step to put pressure
on Europeans,” the parliamentarian said.
The European Union has vowed to counter
US President Donald Trump’s renewed
sanctions on Iran, including by means of
anew law to shield European companies
from punitive measures.On May 8, the US
presidentpulled his country outofthe Joint

Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), the
nuclear deal that was achieved in Vienna
in2015 afteryears of negotiations among
Iranand the Group 5+1 (Russia, China, the
US, Britain, France and Germany).Following
the USexit, Iran and the remaining parties
launchedtalksto save theaccord.

Trump on August 6 signed an executive
orderre-imposing many sanctions on Iran,
three monthsafter pullingout of the Iran
nucleardeal.

Hesaid the US policyistolevy “maximum
economicpressure” onthe country.
Thesecondbatch of USsanctionsagainstthe
Islamic Republictookeffecton November4.

Kelly to Leave White House at Year's End
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US Says Not to Ditch Supportfor

Saudi Waron Yemen

A senior American official said the US
administration strongly opposes discontinuing
its supportto the Saudi-led coalition thathasso far
claimedthelives ofthousands of civilians, including
women and kids, in Yemen.

“Obviously thereare pressuresin our system...to
either withdraw from the conflictor discontinue
our supportofthe coalition, which we are strongly
opposed to on the administration side,” said
Timothy Lenderking, Deputy Assistant Secretary
for (Persian) Gulf Affairs.

“We do believe thatthe support for the coalition
is necessary. It sends a wrong message if we
discontinue our support,” he told asecurity forum
inthe United Arab Emirates.

Last month, the US Senate voted to advance a
resolution calling for an end to US military support
forthe Saudi-led coalition, includingarms salesand
intelligence sharing.

[t came in the wake of the gruesome murder of
dissident SaudijournalistJamal Khashoggiinside
thekingdom's Istanbul consulate on October 2.
The war on Yemen has so far killed thousands of
civiliansand destroyed the impoverished country’s
infrastructure, exposing millions of people to
starvation,lack of medicinesand choleraoutbreaks.

Envoy: Iran, Russia Resolved to
Widen Mutual Cooperation

Iranian Ambassador to Russia Mehdi Sanayee un-
derlined that Tehranand Moscoware determined to
broadentheirbilateral relationsin differentfields,
speciallyin political and economicfields.
“Thepolitical, economic, cultural, security,and mili-
taryrelations between Iran and Russia have grown
duringthe pastfouryearsandtheincreasingnum-
ber of meetings between the officials despite US’
unilateral sanctionshasa clear message,” Sanayee
saidin ameeting with Iranian students in Russia
onSunday. “Russian presidenthas metwith Iran’s
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Seyed Ali Khamenei
several times over past four years, whathad never
happened between the two countries’ officials at
thislevel before,” he stressed.Sanayee pointed to
the meetings of the two countries’ officials, and
said, “Chairman of Russia State Duma s currently
in Tehran and Iran’s parliamentary friendship
delegationisvisiting Moscow to meet their Russian
counterparts.”Inrelevantremarks inJuly, Iranian
Supreme Leader’s top aide forinternational affairs
and President Rouhani’s special envoy Ali Akbar
Velayati underlined that Tehranand Moscow would
keep up providing support for the Syrian govern-
mentand peopleintheirongoing fightagainstthe
terroristgroups.“Iranand Russia’s presence in Syria
will continue to protect the country againstterror-
istgroupsand America’saggression,” Velayati said.
Hereiterated thatIran was coordinatingits military
presencein Syriawith Moscow and Damascus.
Velayatipointed to the “resistance front” as well as
Iran and Russiain their campaign against foreign-
backed terroristsin Syria,and said, “Theywill be the
winner ofthe ongoing conflict.”

US President Donald Trump
announced on Saturday that White
House chiefof staffJohn Kelly will
leave hisjob by the end of the year,
thelatestand highest-profile move
inashake-up ofhis team following
Republicanlossesin November's
midterm elections.

Kelly was picked by Trump in July
2017 tobringorder to his chaotic
White House. But their relationship
gradually deteriorated as the
presidentbucked atthe constraints

theretired Marine Corps general
tried toimpose, The Hillreported.
Trump told reporters at the White
House on Saturday that he would
select Kelly's successor, possibly
someone on aninterim basis, within
“adayortwo”.

“John Kelly will be leaving, retiring.
Idon'tknow ifl cansay ‘retiring’,”
Trump said on the South Lawn before
leaving for Philadelphiatoattend the
Army-Navy football game, adding
that“buthe'sagreat guy.John Kelly

willbeleavingatthe end ofthe year”.
Trump stated thathe “appreciate[s]
hisservicevery much”.

Nick Ayers, a Republican operative
who serves as chief of staffto Vice
President Mike Pence, is widely
considered the front-runner to
replace Kellyas Trump's top aide.
Ayers, 36, possesses the political
chopsthatsome people close to the
presidentbelieve he needs heading
intohisreelectionin 2020. Kelly had
notpreviously served ina political

role,
having served
roughly four decades in the Marine
Corpsbefore entering the Trump
administration. But Ayers is a
controversial figurein Trump's orbit
and some of the president's aides
haveresisted hishiring.
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2019 budgetbill

governor of Central Bank of Iran.

Abdolnasser Hemmati, noted that nextyear'sbudgethasbeen devised
accordingtothe "special economiccircumstances".

According to the CBI official website, ata meeting of the Supreme Council
of Economic Coordination on October 3, permission was granted to CBI to start
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ofaplantoimplementits monetary policies.
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American Daily:
Returnof Saudi

EnvoytoUS
Is‘Stunningly
Arrogant’

The Washington Post
criticized  the  Saudi
ambassador’sreturnto the
United Statesand described
itas “stunningly arrogant”,
accusinghim oflyingopenly
aboutthemurderofjournalist
JamalKhashoggi.
Inaneditorial, thenewspaper
noted that in the days
following ~ Khashoggi’s
disappearance inside the
Saudiconsulatein Turkishcity
ofIstanbul,SaudiAmbassador
Khalid bin Salmanlaunched
“an epic campaign of lies”
-asthenewspaper putit-
and told anyone who would
listen to him, fromsenators
to the Washington Post
publisher, thatreports that
Khashoggihadbeendetained
orkilled inside the consulate
was “absolutely false, and

Open market operations predicted in Iran's

The mechanismsforimplementingopen marketoperations,asaneffective
measure to controland implementmonetary and interestrate policies,
havebeenincludedin nextyear’s (March 20-2019) budgetbill, said the

marketoperationsaccordingtowhichthe CBIcould tradein Islamicbondsissued by the governmentas part

Low:-2°c baseless”,

200 million budgetallocated for
research on airpollution

Saying that 500 million budget has been

consideredto performresearch onair pollution

in Isfahan, vice-president of the Islamic city

council of Isfahan said, "The results of this

research will be very effective in reducing

Isfahan's pollutants.”

"We are trying to determine the share of each
responsible organization in producing pollutants
inorderto putbetter planning on the agendabased
ontheobtained information,” Alireza Nasr Isfahani
said.

"Thereare 3,700 hectares green space areas in
Isfahanthatare ofgreatimportance duetothe urban
appearance, and their significantroleinreducing

the pollutants.Isfahan municipality tries to preserve
and maintain this divine source in the current
droughtsituation of Isfahan," headded.

"Inthe past, the averagelifespan of abus was three
years, and the municipality wasinagood financial
condition, but currently the average lifespan ofa
busissixyears; thiswillincrease the environmental
pollutant. The municipality is continuously
pursuing the technical inspection of its vehicle
fleet," henoted.Pointing to installing the air quality
monitoring stationsin Isfahan by the municipality,
hesaid, "The data collected form this stations
will help significantly to plan the type and time of
traffic, prioritizing to prevent the air pollutionin
the susceptible areasinorderto provide amore
qualified life conditions for citizens."

Prosperity toreturn to Imam Ali square

“We will return the real prosperity to Imam

Ali square by implementation and completion

ofthe projects,” the deputy mayor for urban

developmentofIsfahan municipality said.

Pointing to the monitoring meeting of the project
development progress, Iraj Mozafar said, “Good
progress hasbeen madeinthe urban development
projects by carrying out the follow up measures.”

“Currently, exhibitions like domesticjobs, classical
cars,and etc.are held on Thursdays and Fridaysin this
square; actually, the exhibitionis dedicated toa certain
subjecteachweak,” he added. “Good decisions have

beentakentouse thelower space of Imam Alisquare
withanareaof10,000 square meters; this space has
been constructed for many years, butithasremained
useless. Inthisregard, itwas ordained to organize an
agreementto use thisspace commercially,” he noted.
“Various cultural programs have been predicted by
the cultural and recreational organization of Isfahan
municipality tohold onthe occasions of 11th February
(theanniversary of [slamicrevolution) and Nowrouzin
Imam Alisquare,” he continued.

Sayingthatthe construction operations ofthe second
line of metrohasbeenstarted, hesaid, “The integration
ofImam Alisquare projectwith urbantrain stations can
returnthe prosperity to thissquare.”

NASA's Rover Sends First Audio Recording from Mars

NASA's Interior Exploration used Seismic
Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transportlander,
toprovid thefirst"sounds" of Martian winds to human
ears thisweek.The spacecraft's sensors captured
a "hauntinglow rumble caused by vibrations from
the wind," a NASA spokesperson wrote in a press
release. The agency estimated the wind to be blowing
northwesttosoutheastat10to 15 miles perhour,as

recorded on Dec. 1."The winds were consistent with
the direction of dustdevil streaksinthelandingarea,
which were observed from orbit," the NASA statement
added.InSighthasbeenliving on the Red Planet for
over 10 days, Deseret Newsreported."Capturing this
audio was anunplanned treat," said Bruce Banerdst,
InSightprincipal investigatorat NASA's Jet Propulsion
Laboratory (JPL) in Pasadena, California.

Iranian economic corruptordeath
sentence approved

Knowledge-based companies entered Iran's air

industry: CAO head

The head of the Iranian Civil Aviation

Organization said that in recent years

knowledge-based companies have made good

investmentsin the airindustry and should

extend their cooperation and cooperationin

thisarea.

Ali Abedzade called the airindustry on Sunday as
one ofthe countries' development factorsand said
itwasthe organization's priority to counter the
outrageous Americansanctions, supporttheactivity

ofknowledge-based companies, and extend more
cooperation with the countriesaround the world.He
said, "Theairtransportindustryintheworldislooking
tobuildarelationship between countriesto cooperate
with one anotherin this stage, butthe American
authorities do notwantthis to happenbyimposing
sanctions." The facilitation of air transportindustry
is an important factor in the development and
progress ofthese areas asthe only way toaccelerate
the economicdevelopmentistheuse ofairtransport’,
he stressed, pointing outthatthe variousregions of
Iranare always on track ofinvestments and economic
progress.

Trading over 434 thousand tonnes of various

commoditieson IME

During weekdays ending up to December 6,

approximately, 208,424 MT of commodities

worth over 214$ million were traded in Iran

Mercantile Exchange.

Accordingtothereportfrom IME International Affairs
and PR, lastweek, onthe domesticand export metal
and mineraltradingfloor ofIME, 39,544 MT ofvarious
productsworth closeto 55.6$ million were traded.

Onthistradingfloor, 32,844 MT of steel, 2,040 MT of
copper, 2,000 MT ofaluminum, 66,000 MT ofzincas

wellas 2,000 MT of precious metal concentrateswere
traded by customers.

Thereportdeclaresthat on domesticand exportoil
and petrochemical trading floors of IME, 124,514 MT
of differentcommodities with the total value of142.8$
millionwere traded.

On thistrading floor, 10,000 MT of VB feed stock,
45,488 MT of bitumen, 44,461 MT of polymer
products, 23,391 MT of chemical products, 700 MT of
sulfuraswellas 2,150 MT ofinsulation were traded.
Moreover, on the agricultural trading floor of IME
witnessed trading44,000 MT of wheatwastraded by
customers.

Iran climbs 20 steps in development of e-government

Dean of Management Faculty of University of Tehran
Ahmad Sahraeisaid thatIranhas moved up 20 steps
intheglobalranking ofthe developmentofelectronic
government, standingin the 130th place.

Development of electronic governmentis one
of the main strategies of fighting corruption
and in thisregard, the Ministry of Information
and Communications Technology (ICT) is the
responsible body for fighting corruption,” he added.
‘Open Data’is one of the main strategies of dealing
with corruption, he said, adding, “corruption
cannotbeuprootedin absence of the electronic

government.”

In‘opendata’,information invarious areas is easily
accessible to the public,and nothingiskeptasecret,
headded.

Accordingly, datasuch as governmentexpenditure,
governmentbudget, results of elections, etc. will be
made available to the public.

Sahraei further maintained that the Iranian
governmenthas moved towards the open datain
the pastyears and has made considerable progress
inthisarea.
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