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Oil minister details
2-year achievements:
flare gas up, exports
unbroken, production

rising

Iran’s Qil Minister Mohsen Paknejad
has reported significant progress in
the country’s oil and gas sector during
the first two years of the 14th govern-
ment.

Since taking office, approximately
11.5 million cubic meters per day of
flare gas has been collected through
various projects, bringing total asso-
ciated gas recovery to 17 million mc-
m/d when combined with pre-existing
efforts.

The administration has also complet-
ed oil production increase plans, ex-
panded processing capacity in shared
fields, discovered new gas reserves,
and halted diesel imports.

Paknejad described the early chal-
lenges upon his appointment in Sep-
tember 2024, noting that initial fuel
reserve reports were concerning.
President Pezeshkian personally fol-
lowed up on gas and diesel supplies
every few days, coordinating between
the Qil Ministry, the Ministry of In-
dustry, and the Ministry of Energy to
prevent shortages. A landmark South
Pars pressure boost contract—the
oil industry’s first major deal under
the new administration—was signed
in March 2025 to counter the field's
natural pressure decline and address
cumulative energy imbalances built
over 20 years.

In the area of production, the Minister
reported that a contract for increasing
oil output by 250,000 barrels per day
has been implemented, with approx-
imately 70,000-80,000 bpd already
achieved. Over 30 infill wells have
been drilled in South Pars, contribut-
ing to increased gas production. The
administration also set new records
in raw gas production and increased
crude oil processing capacity by over
300,000 barrels in shared fields. Pak-
nejad emphasized that downstream oil
and gas industries remain a key prior-
ity for value addition and job creation.
The oil sector faced severe challenges
during the 40-day war. Infrastructure
across multiple provinces came un-
der attack: the Fajr Jam Refinery and
South Pars Phase 14 Refinery were hit,
four gas refineries in Assaluyeh were
struck, Tehran’s oil depots—including
Rey, Shahran, and Quchak—uwere tar-
geted, and petrochemical utility units
in Mahshahr and Assaluyeh sustained
damage. Despite these assaults and a
surge in gasoline consumption reach-
ing 200 million liters per day in the
war’s early days, the country did not
face serious fuel shortages.

Paknejad highlighted the rapid re-
sponse of technical teams, who
brought damaged facilities back on-
line within hours. Reconstruction of
refineries began within days, and a
significant portion of lost capacity
has already been restored. The Min-
ister noted that even under bombard-
ment, crude oil exports never stopped
for even one hour—a remarkable
achievement given that Kharg Island
was hit over 550 times.

Following the war, Iran faced succes-
sive naval blockades. The first block-
ade, defined between Ras al-Hadd
and Pakistan’s Gwadar port, was
overcome through logistics rerouting.
The second blockade, which began
later and continues, has not halted the
industry. The administration has been
transferring oil outside the Persian
Gulf and Sea of Oman to enable deliv-
ery to customers thousands of kilom-
eters away. The “Two Degrees Less”
consumption campaign, proposed di-
rectly by the President, helped manage
winter gas demand. Paknejad stressed
that consumption optimization—not
merely reduction—is key to closing
the production-consumption gap. He
praised the President’s personal ex-
ample in energy savings, noting that
Pezeshkian keeps minimal lighting
and avoids cooling devices even in
summer, and once questioned why a
corridor light was on during a visit to
the Qil Ministry.
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The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade emphasized the
need to strengthen the Mehran
border crossing and activate
other crossings and border
markets in llam, stating: “We
must utilize the capacity of
cross-border trade laws and,
by developing border markets,
increase the province’s share of
the country’s trade.”

The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade noted that llam’s
share of the country’s trade
value-added stands at just
0.6% —a figure that does not
align with the province’s border
potential and its approximately
430 kilometers of shared bor-
der with Irag. He stressed that
existing capacities should be
better utilized to develop trade,
production, and employment.
According to IRNA, Seyyed
Mohammad Atabak stated in
a meeting with economic ac-
tivists in Abdanan County on
Saturday: “llam has significant
capacities for developing for-
eign trade, and the groundwork
must be laid to make greater
use of these capacities.”

He added: “The 14th govern-
ment has considered measures
and approvals to facilitate trade
in border provinces, the imple-
mentation of which can pave
the way for increased econom-
ic activity in border regions.”
The Minister continued: “Trade
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laws have been facilitated for
border residents with Iraq, and
llam, with approximately 430
kilometers of shared border
with that country, has suitable
potential for expanding com-
mercial exchanges.”

Atabak said: “llam’s share of
the country’s trade value-added
does not match its border ca-
pacity, and economic activists
must use new opportunities to
increase the province’s share in
foreign trade.”

He stated: “Developing trade
with Iraq can be one of the
pathways to increasing eco-
nomic activity in the province,
and llam’s border capacities
must serve the flourishing of
production, exports, and em-
ployment.”

The Minister noted: “The aver-
age industrial value-added in
the country is about 23-24%,
while in llam it is 3.9-4%. This
gap with the national average
shows that the province’s in-
dustrial capacity has not yet
been sufficiently activated.”
Atabak said that out of a total of
645 industrial projects initiated
in llam province, 503 projects
are inactive, and only two pro-
jects have achieved 80-100%
physical progress.

The Minister stated: “The sta-
tus of industrial projects in the
province shows the need for a
revision in how projects are se-

lected and implemented. Prior-
ity should be given to projects
that have financial backing and
economic advantage.”

Atabak added: “Regional ad-
vantages, available resources,
and financing methods must
be considered from the outset
of industrial project implemen-
tation so that units do not face
funding shortages and opera-
tional difficulties after invest-
ment.”

He added: “Paying attention to
these factors can prevent the
creation of unfinished and inac-
tive projects and direct invest-
ment resources toward units
capable of production and job
creation.”

The Minister said: “Given II-
am’s oil and gas potential,
approximately 70-75% of the
province’s value-added comes
from oil and gas reserves.”
Atabak emphasized: “This eco-
nomic capacity should serve as
the basis for developing down-
stream oil and gas industries in
the province so that raw ma-
terials and available resources
are converted into higher-value
products within the province.”
He continued: “Downstream oil
and gas industries are among
llam’s most important indus-
trial advantages, and invest-
ment in this sector can lead to
increased production and job
creation in the province.”

The Minister said: “The use of
oil and gas capacities in Ab-
danan should also be consid-
ered, and industrial projects in
this county should be defined
and implemented in line with
existing advantages.”

Atabak stated: “The purpose of
establishing industrial parks is
to house production units and
develop industrial activities.
The lands in these parks should
not become a venue for profi-
teering.”

He stressed: “Lands in indus-
trial parks must be allocated
to genuine investors, and the
lands that have been allocated
should be used for establishing
production units.”

The Minister asked provincial
managers to review long-term
allocations of industrial park
lands and monitor the process
of using the allocated lands.
Atabak said: “Facilities and
resources of industrial parks
should be made available to
investors who have a clear plan
for establishing a production
unit and creating jobs.”

He emphasized the need to
establish a cement factory in
Abdanan County and said that
the issue of launching this in-
dustrial unit will be pursued
seriously.

The Minister stated: “The gas
supply problem for the Ab-
danan tire manufacturing unit
will also be pursued so that ex-
isting obstacles to its operation
are removed.”

Regarding llam’s economic
participation rate, Atabak said:
“The average economic par-
ticipation rate in the country is
about 43-44%, while in llam
province it is about 29%, which
is a significant gap from the na-
tional average.”

The Minister continued: “The
low economic participation
rate shows that a portion of
the province’s active popula-
tion has stayed out of the labor
market due to limited job op-
portunities.”

Atabak said: “Increasing pro-
duction activities and estab-
lishing new industrial units
can provide the groundwork
for greater participation of the

province’s active population in
the labor market and increase
economic participation.”

He added: “Activating existing
industrial projects should also
be pursued with the aim of
increasing production, creat-
ing employment, and making
greater use of the province’s
human resources capacity.”
The Minister stated: “The prob-
lems of economic activists in
the areas of taxation and social
security will also be pursued,
and a joint meeting will be held
with the heads of trade unions
to examine the problems of
economic activists in this area
and follow up on necessary
solutions.”

Atabak said: “The Tax Affairs
Organization and the Social
Security Organization will also
attend these meetings to reach
a proper conclusion for sup-
porting economic activists.”
The Minister emphasized the
need to conduct exports in
foreign currency, saying: “Ri-
al-based exports reduce the
country’s economic value-add-
ed.”

Atabak stressed: “Economic
activists must conduct their
exports in foreign currency so
that they can use the foreign
currency from exports to meet
the needs of industrial units
and sustain production activ-
ity.”

The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade arrived in llam on
Saturday morning to conduct a
field assessment of production
sector challenges and meet
with entrepreneurs, where he
was welcomed by the Gover-
nor and the representative of
the southern districts of the
province.

Attending a meeting to review
investment opportunities in
llam is one of the most im-
portant parts of Seyyed Mo-
hammad Atabak’s visit to this
border province.

He will then travel to the south
of the province to familiarize
himself firsthand with the chal-
lenges facing production and
industry in the counties of Ab-
danan, Dehloran, Darrehshahr,
and Badreh.

South Pars Phase 11 on verge of producing Ih cubic feet of gas

South Pars Phase 11 has witnessed a significant
production surge and simultaneous developmental
progress during the 14th government. Production at
Location B, which stood at around 400 million cubic
feet per day during the 12th and 13th governments,
has now exceeded 915 million cubic feet per day in
the 14th government. According to the schedule, with
the connection of the 12th well in the coming weeks,
it will reach maximum production of 1 billion cubic
feet per day.

At Location A, the 4,000-ton jacket has been installed
offshore, and the construction progress of the top-
side, which was about 4% at the start of the 14th gov-
ernment, has now reached nearly 50%.

According to IRNA, quoting the Oil Ministry, South
Pars Phase 11 is considered one of the country’s key
gas development projects due to its location in the
border section of the shared South Pars field.

The development of this phase was pursued in previ-
ous years with the presence of companies such as To-
tal and CNPG, but the withdrawal of these companies
following sanctions affected the project’s progress.
Subsequently, the phase’s development continued re-
lying on the capabilities of Iranian companies, with the
Petropars Group, a subsidiary of the National Iranian
0Oil Company, taking over the project’s execution.
During the 12th and 13th governments, Location B
produced approximately 400 million cubic feet per
day using the Phase 12D jacket and a platform trans-
ferred from Location 12C. In the 14th government,
with continued drilling, well completions, and their
gradual connection to existing facilities, production
at this location has reached over 915 million cubic
feet per day. According to the project schedule, with

the connection of the 12th well in the coming weeks,
production will reach 1 billion cubic feet per day—the
maximum production capacity of Location B.
Simultaneously, the development of Location A has
also followed a remarkable trajectory. At the start of
the 14th government, the jacket for this location had
about 35% progress and had not yet reached the
uprighting stage, while topside construction was in
its early phases with about 4% progress. Now, the
jacket, weighing approximately 4,000 tons, has been
installed at its offshore site, and topside construction
progress during the 14th government has risen from
about 4% to nearly 50%. Over 700 meters of piling
have been completed for the jacket installation.

The advancement of this section of the project was
carried out under conditions where Phase 11 faced
sanctions-related restrictions, regional threats, and
security challenges. During the 40-day “Third Im-
posed War” [referring to recent conflicts], the con-
tractor’s site for the 11A topside construction was
struck by several rockets, but construction operations
did not halt, and the project’s execution continued.
On the topside front, in addition to physical construc-
tion progress, a significant portion of the project’s
procurement items—especially long-lead equip-
ment—nhas been finalized. These equipment pieces
are currently being manufactured, tested, and trans-
ported to the contractor’s site to prepare the topside
for final stages.

According to the execution plan, topside progress
will reach approximately 80% at the time of load-out,
and after transportation, installation, and offshore
commissioning, Location A will enter the production
phase.

Initial production at this location will begin with 4 to
6 wells, and drilling of subsequent wells will contin-
ue in phases. The project estimates that on average,
one new production well will come online every four
months, with drilling continuing for about three years
until the platform’s nominal capacity is fully achieved.
South Pars Phase 11 is part of the Petropars Group’s
track record in developing South Pars. Petropars has
been involved in a significant portion of this field’s de-
velopment projects both onshore and offshore, with
over half of the development plans for the South Pars
gas field’s phases in coastal and offshore sections
carried out by this group.

What has been achieved in Phase 11 during the 14th
government can be summarized in three main indica-
tors: increasing production at Location B from about
400 million cubic feet per day during the 12th and 13th
governments to over 915 million cubic feet per day in
the 14th government, moving toward maximum pro-
duction of 1 billion cubic feet with the connection of
the 12th well; installing the 4,000-ton jacket at Loca-
tion A; and advancing topside construction progress
during the 14th government from about 4% to nearly
50%. This trajectory, alongside continued drilling and
well completions, will increase Phase 11’s production
capacity in the coming years.

The South Pars gas field is a supergiant natural gas
accumulation located in the Persian Gulf, shared be-
tween Iran and Qatar. It is the world’s single largest
gas accumulation with over 2,000 trillion cubic feet
(tcf) of recoverable resources. The field is being de-
veloped in 24 phases, and it is the foundation of Iran’s
energy supply, providing approximately 70-80% of
the country’s domestic gas needs.

Iran hosts over
40% of world’s
rare plant species:
study

A comprehensive internation-
al study has found that Iran is
home to 75 of the world’s 180
known species of Melanocrom-
myum, underscoring the coun-
try’s status as a major global
hotspot for plant biodiversity.
The study was conducted by Ira-
nian researcher Alireza Dolatyari
of the National Center for Genet-
ic and Biological Resources, in
collaboration with researchers
from Uzbekistan, China, and
Turkey, ISNA reported.
Focusing on Allium subgenus
Melanocrommyum, the study
analyzed 4642 georeferenced
occurrence records represent-
ing 170 taxa together with plas-
tome- and ITS-based phyloge-
netic datasets to assess species
richness, weighted endemism,
phylogenetic diversity, phyloge-
netic endemism, relative phy-
logenetic endemism, categori-
cal neo- and paleo-endemism,
turnover, and environmental
correlates of phylogenetic di-
versity.

The results confirm the Irano—
Turanian region as the main
evolutionary center of Allium
subgenus Melanocrommyum,
with the strongest concen-
tration of species richness,
phylogenetic  diversity, and
phylogenetic endemism in the
Central Asian mountains, espe-
cially the Tian Shan and Pamir—
Alay systems. These areas con-
tain both high species numbers
and geographically restricted
evolutionary history, indicating
their role as centers of diversi-
fication and long-term lineage
persistence.

The researchers identified two
prominent centers of ende-
mism, one in northwestern
Iran (Ardabil and East Azarbaji-
an provinces) and the other in
Uzbekistan  (Kyzylkum, Navio
Region), highlighting that inter-
mediate climate and solar radia-
tion played a key role in shaping
these patterns.

The National Center for Genet-
ic and Biological Resources is
tasked with collecting, identi-
fying, standardizing, preserv-
ing, propagating, distributing,
and promoting the sustainable
use of genetic and hiological
resources, helping safeguard
Iran’s biodiversity from various
threats.

To improve Iran’s scientific
standing in biotechnology, the
center has established a plat-
form to consolidate scientific
and research activities, ensuring
the sustainable preservation of
the country’s biological treas-
ures for future utilization.

In November 2025, the head of
the Iranian parliament’s environ-
ment fraction, Somayeh Rafiei,
underlined paying special atten-
tion to endemic and native plant
species and implement plant
diversity conservation projects
in the country.

Zagros [forests in the western
part of the country] is one of the
top 20 global biodiversity hot-
spots, and nine out of 11 eco-
systems in the world have been
identified in the country, which
is why Iran has a rich diversity
of flora and fauna, ISNA quoted
Rafiei as saying.

The country is home to over
8,500 plant species, most of
which are found in Zagros,
while there are only 5000 plant
species known in Europe, she
added.
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US congressman
rejects Trump’s
‘failed state’ rhet-
oric on Iran

Six months after the US and Isra-
el launched their unprovoked ag-
gressive campaign against Iran,
domestic political fissures in the
United States are tearing open the
official White House narrative.
As the economic fallout hits
American consumers and missile
stockpiles run dry, lawmakers
in Washington are increasingly
calling out the administration’s
desperate propaganda. Speaking
with US broadcaster MS Now, US
Representative Ted Lieu explicitly
questioned Washington’s insist-
ence that Iran is a “failed state”
or on the verge of collapsing
under Western military pressure.
Pointing to the uninterrupted
tactical operational capabilities
of Iran’s defense forces, Lieu
dismantled the administration’s
talking points. “If Iran is a failed
state, then how does Iran keep
launching drones and missiles at
our bases and our allies?” Lieu
asked. The congressman then
highlighted the mounting domes-
tic economic burden of Washing-
ton’s foreign adventurism, noting
that working-class Americans
are paying the price at the pump.
“How come the average price of
gas is $4.12 across America?”
Lieu demanded, calling out the
administration’s severe discon-
nect from reality. “The White
House is clearly not telling the
truth. They need to come clean
to the American people. How are
we going to exit this endless war
in Iran instead of trading strikes
back and forth?”

US miscalculation

The joint US-Israeli aggression
began on February 28. Miscalcu-
lating the resilience of the Islamic
Republic, Western strategists en-
visioned a quick, decisive cam-
paign that would cripple Iran’s mil-
itary infrastructure and break the
spirit of the nation. Instead, Iran’s
retaliatory response quickly shat-
tered Western arrogance. lIran’s
Armed Forces executed defense
operations across the region. Uti-
lizing high-precision, domestically
manufactured ballistic missiles
and advanced swarming drone
platforms, Iranian forces repeat-
edly bypassed multi-billion-dollar
Western air defense systems.
Key enemy targets, regional facil-
ities hosting US forces, and vital
logistics nodes were methodically
targeted, demonstrating that Iran
retained full strategic initiative.
Concurrently, Tehran exercised its
sovereign control over the Strait
of Hormuz—the vital global ener-
gy choke point. By shutting down
transit access to hostile entities,
Iran exposed the extreme fragility
of the imperial economy. By early
April, the sheer scale of Iran’s re-
lentless defense forced Washing-
ton to reckon with the staggering
cost of its aggression. The US had
to announce a ceasefire that went
into effect on April 8. Faced with a
rapidly worsening strategic crisis,
Washington sought diplomatic
channels to halt the escalation.
These initial pauses culminated on
June 17, when the United States
and Iran signed a 14-point memo-
randum of understanding (MOU).
Under the provisions of the MOU,
Washington agreed to an imme-
diate cessation of military oper-
ations, was forced to lift its naval
blockade on lIranian ports, and
was coerced into issuing broad oil
sanctions waivers to allow Iranian
crude to re-enter global markets
freely. However, the US continues
to violate its commitments.
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Some Yegetahles That Help®
Your Body Use Insulm Better
According to Dietitians

Source:
By:

When it comes to keeping blood sugar
steady, adding more vegetables to your
plate is a solid place to start. But some
veggies may have a little more going for
them than others.

Fiber-rich and cruciferous vegetables, in
particular, may help your body respond
better to insulin—the hormone that
moves glucose from your bloodstream
into your cells for energy. In fact, re-
search has linked higher intakes of green
leafy and cruciferous vegetables with a
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lower risk of developing type 2 diabe-
tes.1

1. Broccoli

Broccoli is high in fiber, which helps slow
down digestion and the absorption of
carbohydrates.2 But its potential blood
sugar benefits may go beyond fiber.

2. Brussels Sprouts

Brussels sprouts belong to the same
cruciferous family as broccoli, so they
contain many of the same potentially
beneficial plant compounds.

Iran inaugurates
first smart po-
lice boarding
high school

3. Kale and Other Leafy Greens

Kale, collard greens, and other dark leafy
greens deliver plenty of fiber without a
large amount of carbohydrates. Reeder
recommended cooked greens in par-
ticular because cooking reduces their
volume, making it easier to eat a more
concentrated serving of fiber and other
nutrients.

They're also magnesium-rich greens,
which is a mineral involved in insulin sig-
naling and glucose metabolism, Reeder

Iran has inaugurated its first smart po-
lice boarding high school in Tehran and
six provinces, aimed at training future
police personnel. President Masoud
Pezeshkian and Police Commander
Brigadier General Ahmad-Reza Radan
attended the opening ceremony on
Saturday.

The schools are part of a new police

initiative to identify talented students
and create an educational pathway for
developing specialized personnel. The
first school, named after Martyr Lieu-
tenant General Mohammad Bagqeri, is
located in Tehran’s District 5 and will
begin classes in the 2026-27 academic
year. The program combines academic,
technical, sports and practical training.

said.

4. Green Peas and Edamame

Peas and edamame sometimes get
overlooked because they contain more
carbohydrates than many non-starchy
vegetables. But that doesn’t make them
a poor choice for blood sugar.

“People often skip these because they
contain carbohydrates, but their high
concentration of soluble fiber and plant
protein stabilizes blood sugar by slow-
ing the rate at which those carbs break

down and enter the bloodstream,”
Reeder said.

5. Butternut Squash

Butternut squash is another higher-carb
vegetable that doesn’t need to be off-lim-
its.

Winter squash contains pectin, a type
of soluble fiber that forms a gel-like
substance during digestion. According
to Reeder, this can slow carbohydrate
breakdown and help glucose enter the
bloodstream more gradually.

TCCIMA to dispatch trade delegation to Kazakhstan mtl. otl, gas exhibition, conference

The 30th Kazakhstan International Oil & Gas Exhibition and Con-
ference (KIOGE 2026) will be held from September 30 to October
2, 2026 (8 to 10 Mehr 1405) in Almaty. The Tehran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture (TCCIMA) intends to
dispatch a trade delegation consisting of economic activists and
capable lranian companies to Kazakhstan concurrently with this

event.

Participation in the exhibition, the opportunity to attend the special-
ized conference, and holding business-to-business (B2B) match-
making meetings with Kazakh companies and economic activists

Media Diplo-
macy i Action:
UIPCC 2026

World to China

The China International Press Communi-
cation Genter (CIPCC) program officially
commenced its second half of 2026
with an orientation session held on Fri-
day morning at the Renmin University
of China (RUC) in Beijing. This flagship
initiative, initiated by the China Public Di-
plomacy Association (CPDA), continues
to serve as a vital platform for practical
cooperation between Chinese media or-
ganizations and their counterparts in
emerging markets and developing coun-
tries (EMDCs), particularly across the
Global South.

The program has demonstrated remark-
able growth since its inception in 2014.
This year’s edition has brought together
over 100 journalists from approximately
100 countries for a three-and-a-half-
month immersive experience in China.
More Than Media: A Commitment to
Development

At the orientation session, CIPCC Director
Yu Lei warmly welcomed the participants,
emphasizing the profound opportunity
before them. “This is a chance for com-
municators to convey the true and com-
prehensive reality of China to their various
audiences,” he stated. He elaborated that
over the course of the program, partici-
pants would gain a complete, multidi-
mensional understanding of China. Yu Lei
emphasized that the program not only fo-
cuses on developing media relations with
developing countries and Global South
nations, but also pursues the goal of as-

services.

Nelcome t

i

will provide an excellent opportunity to showcase the capabilities of
Iranian companies and identify areas for cooperation and develop-
ment of commercial relations.
Priority areas of work for participation in this delegation include:
oil and gas equipment and machinery, drilling and well services,
technical and engineering services, refineries and petrochemicals,
pipelines and oil and gas transmission, oil and gas field services,
automation and processing, instrumentation and control, electronic
equipment and information technology, and HSE and environmental

s
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Your Journey in China from HERE!
hina International Press Communication Center

sisting these countries in their develop-
ment. Yu Lei also fielded questions from
the journalists, continuing the tradition of
open dialogue that has characterized pre-
vious editions.

Life as International Students at RUC
The program is structured around six
regional press communication centers,
each with dedicated coordinators and
student volunteers who facilitate training
sessions, interviews, and cultural activ-
ities. This year, participants are accom-
modated on the RUC campus, offering
journalists a unique opportunity to expe-
rience life as international students at one
of China’s premier institutions for journal-
ism and communication studies.

Iran’s Growing Presence in the CIPCC
Family

Iranian participation has become a mean-
ingful thread in the CIPCC’s expanding
tapestry. Following Tehran Times journal-
ists who represented Iran in the 2024 and
2025 editions, a journalist from Iran Daily
has now joined the 2026 program. Like
their predecessors, the current partici-
pant has received an exceptionally warm
welcome in China, reflecting the strength-
ening media ties between the two nations.
Timely Topics, Expert Insights

Following the orientation, participants
attended their first lecture delivered by
Dr. Zhong Xin, Professor at the School
of Journalism and Communication at
RUC and Director of the CIPCC-RUC Pro-
gram. The lecture addressed the recent

=]

earthquake along the Nepal-China bor-
der, demonstrating the program’s com-
mitment to timely and relevant subject
matter.

Building Bridges Through Media Diplo-
macy

The CIPGC distinguishes itself through its
comprehensive approach to professional
development. As outlined by Director Yu
Lei, participants will engage in journalism
training, diplomatic programs, cultural
immersion, and official visits both within
and outside Beijing, including practical
training attachments at major Chinese
media organizations. Previous editions
have included visits to diverse regions
including Hebei, Tianjin, and Xinjiang,
enabling journalists to witness China’s
development firsthand.

China’s media diplomacy programs have
gained significant global attention, com-
plementing its emergence as an eco-
nomic, technological, and industrial role
model. Participants are encouraged to
observe China with their own eyes, feel
China with their heart, and present to the
Global South both ancient and modern
China.

Through its commitment to internation-
al communication and mutual learning
among civilizations, the CIPCC program
continues to build bridges between
China and the Global South, fostering
cross-cultural understanding and accu-
rate storytelling in an era of global trans-
formation.

KIOGE 2026, the key industry event in Kazakhstan and Central Asia,
brings together leaders of the oil and gas and energy industries.

The anniversary year marks an important milestone for the project:

over three decades, KIOGE has evolved from a specialized indus-
try platform into a strategic international forum where decisions
shaping the future of the region’s energy sector are formed. Today,
KIOGE is a space where the interests of government, business, and
international partners converge, where the challenges of the global
energy transition are discussed, and where practical mechanisms

are developed to help the industry adapt to new realities.

There are moments when the machin-
ery of war strips away every pretense
and leaves only the sound of a moth-
er’s scream.

In the small coastal town of Kuhestak,
on a night meant for music, henna,
and the shy laughter of a bride, Amer-
ican munitions turned a wedding into
a slaughterhouse. Guests in bright
dresses and flower garlands had gath-
ered in the home of a simple fisher-
man to celebrate his daughter’s mar-
riage. Then the roof came down. Four
people were torn apart. More than
sixty others were left bleeding, many
of them children. Among the dead was
a four-year-old boy whose small body
had to be carried to the grave while his
family still heard the music that had
been playing only moments before.
This was not an isolated “battlefield
incident.” It is the latest entry in a
continuous ledger of civilian flesh paid
by Iranian, Lebanese, and Palestini-
an families under American fire. The
same Washington that now speaks
of “precision” is the same aggressor
that reduced the Shajareh Tayyebeh
elementary school in Minab to a mass
grave on February 28. There, scores
of children, most of them young girls
sitting at their desks, were buried un-
der concrete and steel. Teachers who
stayed to protect them died with them.
Parents who ran toward the school
never came home. Amnesty Interna-
tional has concluded that U.S. forces
were very likely responsible. Human
Rights Watch has demanded an in-
vestigation as a potential war crime.
UNESCO called it a grave violation of
international law. The dead numbered
in the hundreds of children whose
only crime was attending school.
CENTCOM answers in the cold lan-
guage of military bureaucracy: Ameri-
can forces do not target civilians; pre-
cision-guided weapons strike military
objectives. Precision describes the
path of a missile. It does not erase
the blood on a child’s school uniform

The Kuhestak tragedy: An unbroken
American trail of blood and broken hodies

or the shattered henna on a bride’s
hands. Under international humani-
tarian law, distinction, proportionali-
ty, and precaution are not optional. A
classroom full of little girls is not a mil-
itary formation. A wedding courtyard
filled with families is not a lawful target
simply because someone in Washing-
ton decided it was.

The pattern is familiar and sickening.
In Gaza and Lebanon, the same expla-
nations are recycled: mistakes were
made, civilians were not the intended
target, investigations are ongoing.
Yet the investigations never produce
accountability. The word “mistake”
becomes a shield. Victims become
statistics. Responsibility ~ dissolves
into press releases while parents dig
through rubble for pieces of their chil-
dren.

This is the deeper rot. The Inter-
national Criminal Court, the Inter-
national Court of Justice, and the
United Nations Security Council
fall silent when the accused holds
a permanent veto. The principle of
distinction does not pause for Amer-
ican passports. The prohibition on
disproportionate attacks contains no
exception for U.S. national security.
When justice depends on the identi-
ty of the perpetrator, it ceases to be
justice at all.

Every child crushed in Minab, every
guest blown apart in Kuhestak, be-
comes another permanent wound in
Iran’s memory. Decades of sanctions,
pressure, and targeted killings have
not produced surrender; they have
produced deeper rage and longer
memory. Governments across the
Persian Gulf watch closely. If Wash-
ington is willing to accept this scale
of civilian carnage as the cost of its
objectives, the value of its security
guarantees collapses.

Kuhestak is not merely another strike.
It is a test of whether civilian life still
carries any weight in the eyes of the
current American decision-makers.
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