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Rial-based trade
mechanism with
neighbors being de-
signed: TPO official

The Deputy for Commercial Ser-
vices of Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), referring to
the country’s plans to expand trade
with neighboring countries, said:
To facilitate trade exchanges with
countries such as Iraq and Afghan-
istan, proposals have been made to
establish a rial-based trade mech-
anism, and this matter is being
reviewed in cooperation with the
banking system and exchange of-
fices.

Mohammad Sadegh Ghannadza-
deh stated on Wednesday in an
exclusive interview with IRNA: A
significant portion of Iran’s ex-
ports go to countries like Iraq and
Afghanistan, and in some cases,
traders from these countries obtain
rials to purchase goods from Iran.
Therefore, we have proposed that a
clear procedure be established for
this type of exchange with neigh-
boring countries.

He added: Although exports must
ultimately generate foreign curren-
cy, to resolve existing problems
and facilitate trade with neighbor-
ing countries, we are designing
mechanisms with the help of the
banking system and exchange of-
fices, and the necessary proposals
have also been submitted to the
Central Bank. Currently, the final
procedure has not yet been imple-
mented at the Central Bank, and the
matter is under review.
Ghannadzadeh noted the govern-
ment’s plan to develop trade with
neighboring and aligned countries
and explained: For different coun-
tries, tailored to the conditions and
capacities of each, programs have
been designed in the areas of trade,
transportation, financial and bank-
ing systems, payment methods,
and alternative trade methods.

He continued: These programs
are being pursued on a coun-
try-by-country basis through work-
ing groups, joint committees, joint
commissions, and exchanges of
trade delegations, in order to re-
solve issues and obstacles in the
path of developing trade relations.
The Deputy for Commercial Ser-
vices of Iran’s Trade Development
Organization, referring to negotia-
tions with Pakistan, said: Recently,
we have followed this process with
Pakistan, and subsequently, neces-
sary negotiations and actions will
also be carried out for Iraq, Turkey,
Afghanistan, and other target coun-
tries.

Assessing the state of Iran’s for-
eign trade after the recent war,
Ghannadzadeh stated: It was natu-
ral that after the war, the country’s
trade would face a decline, and this
reduction was largely unavoidable
due to increased risk in the inter-
national arena, especially in the
field of transportation and maritime
logistics.

He added: A significant portion of
the country’s trade is conducted via
sea routes, and given the tensions
that arose and the reduced move-
ment of the transport fleet, part of
the country’s trade was affected.
Ghannadzadeh continued: To man-
age these conditions, especially in
the area of imports, the govern-
ment prioritized essential goods,
staple commodities, and raw ma-
terials needed for production, so
that the trade decline would mostly
affect commodity groups that do
not cause serious damage to the
economy.

He emphasized: Although the total
volume and value of imports and
exports faced a decline, we tried to
ensure that the reduction in trade
for essential goods and production
raw materials was smaller, so that
the country would not face serious
strain in meeting basic needs and
maintaining the operation of pro-
duction units.
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Iran aooelerates jﬂlllt oil, gas frelds development n 2 vears

According to IRNA, Iran holds
approximately 158 billion bar-
rels of proven crude oil re-
serves—ranking third or fourth
in the world—and over 32 tril-
lion cubic meters of natural
gas reserves, placing it second
globally after Russia, making it
one of the world’s primary en-
ergy hubs. This hydrocarbon
wealth is largely concentrated
in the Zagros sedimentary ba-
sin in the southern and south-
western onshore areas and the
Persian Gulf basin.

The beating heart of the coun-
try’s gas production is the giant
South Pars field (shared with
Qatar), which supplies over
70% of Iran’s consumed gas.
The development of its various
phases, up to Phase 11, has
been completed, and various
pressure boosting projects are
now vigorously ongoing.

In addition to South Pars, in-
dependent fields such as Kan-
gan, Nar, Tabnak, Aghar, and
Dalan, as well as newer fields
like Kish and Farzad (A and B),
now complement the country’s
gas supply chain, although on-
shore, promising news of new
gas field discoveries continues
to emerge each year.

The bulk of Iran’s crude oil
production comes from the
fractured limestone reservoirs

of the Zagros in the southwest,
particularly in Khuzestan Prov-
ince—through major and ma-
ture fields such as Ahvaz-As-
mari (Iran’s largest oil field),
Marun, Gachsaran, Aghajari,
and Rag Sefid, which, despite
decades of extraction, still bear
the main burden of produc-
tion but require Enhanced OQil
Recovery (EOR/IOR) methods
and continuous gas or water
injection.

In West Karun, development
focus in recent decades has
been on fields in the West
Karun area, including the Aza-
degan oil field in its southern
and northern sections—con-
sidered the world’s largest
joint oil field—as well as the
Yadavaran, Yaran, and Dark-
hoveyn fields, which hold the
bulk of the country’s potential
for increasing heavy and semi-
heavy oil production.

In the Persian Gulf, key fields
such as Soroush and Nowruz,
Doroud, Abuzar, Bahregansar,
and Sivand-Esfand are active.
The most challenging seg-
ment involves border-sharing
joint  fields—including the
Arash gas field (Al-Durra) on
the shared border with Kuwait
and Saudi Arabia, the Hengam
oil field with Oman, and the
Forouzan and Esfandiar fields
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with Saudi Arabia—whose ex-
ploitation and legal boundary
delimitation consistently re-
quire active energy diplomacy
and the adoption of advanced
drilling technologies.

In this context, Petropars, as
the engineering and execution
arm (general contractor/E&P)
for mega-scale upstream pro-
jects, has played a vital and
historic role in the design, fi-
nancing, and development of
key phases of the shared South
Pars field—including Phases
1,4 and 5, 6 to 8, Phase 12
(as the largest phase), and ul-
timately the border Phase 11.
During the period when inter-
national companies like Total
and Eni withdrew, Petropars
managed to keep the coun-
try’s gas and condensate pro-
duction chain operational by
leading domestic consortia
and managing offshore and
onshore megaprojects. Cur-
rently, it is also responsible for
developing parts of the Farzad
B gas field, supplementary
phases of the South Azadegan
oil field, and participation in the
strategic South Pars pressure
boosting projects.

Phase 11 gas production dou-
bled

Over the 24 months of the
14th administration, the Pet-

ropars Group, focusing on
developing joint hydrocarbon
fields, managed to more than
double gas production from
South Pars Phase 11, bring the
country’s largest oil process-
ing unit (CTEP) with a capacity
of 320,000 barrels per day into
full operation, and move the
strategic South Pars pressure
boosting project into the exe-
cution phase.

A review of the Petropars
Group’s two-year track record
shows that the company, by
simultaneously pursuing two
strategies—accelerated devel-
opment of border fields and
implementation of mainte-
nance projects to sustain fu-
ture production—has achieved
a tangible record of increasing
the country’s oil and gas ca-
pacity.

At the most border-bound
point of the South Pars joint
field, gas production from
Phase 11 rose from about 12
million cubic meters per day at
the start of the 14th adminis-
tration to over 26 million cubic
meters per day by June 2026
(Khordad 1405), following
drilling and well completion,
with the number of drilled
wells in this phase increasing
from 4 to 11.

With the connection of the
11th  wel—4,300 meters
deep—to the nationwide pipe-
line, production from Platform
11B surpassed 915 million
standard cubic feet per day.
Simultaneously, the jacket for
location 11A, with 700 meters
of pile driving on the seabed,
was installed and stabilized,
and the construction progress
of its deck reached the 50%
mark.

In the oil sector, at the shared
South Azadegan field, over 17
months, with 5,806 meters
of new and remedial drilling
and acidizing operations on
22 wells, more than 63,000
barrels were added to daily oil
production capacity.

With the introduction of 38
domestically ~ manufactured
downhole pumps after a two-

year hiatus, the number of
commissioned wells in the
central package of this field
increased to 49, and its pro-
duction capacity rose to over
84,200 barrels per day.
Furthermore, with the full com-
missioning of all four trains of
the South Azadegan Central Oil
Processing Plant (CTEP), the
nominal capacity of the larg-
est processing facility in the
history of Iran’s oil industry
reached 320,000 barrels per
day—a facility that has so far
processed over 28 million bar-
rels of oil and forms the main
infrastructure for West Karun
development.

On the other hand, to counter
the natural decline of the reser-
voir and sustain the country’s
gas production, the national
mega-project for pressure
boosting at South Pars entered
the execution phase. In this re-
gard, basic engineering stud-
ies for Hub 1 were completed,
preparations began for install-
ing 9 compressors onshore
for Phase 12, and the contract
for constructing the 2,500-ton
jacket for the offshore RP-1
platform was issued.

In the Balal and Farzad B fields,
execution records were also
set: at Balal, following the in-
stallation of the 1,760-ton jack-
et and completion of the first
well, the construction progress
of the 500-million-cubic-foot
deck rose from 4% to over
75%. At the joint Farzad B field,
a 60-meter jacket weighing
1,485 tons, along with a tem-
porary drilling platform, was
completed and ready for off-
shore installation operations.
During this period, Petropars
doubled its active offshore rig
capacity (increasing from 2
to 4 rigs), launched the field
phase of intelligent pipeline
pigging using advanced MFL
and TFI tools, and simultane-
ously, through the integration
and coding of 26,000 item
types in warehouses, complet-
ed the comprehensive reor-
ganization of its supply chain
and contracts.

[ran, Kyrovzstan review proposal for ]mnt oil refmery Gonstruutmn

In a significant move toward deep-
ening energy and economic ties, Iran
and Kyrgyzstan have agreed to jointly
review a proposal for the construc-
tion of an oil refinery in Kyrgyzstan.
The announcement came on the
sidelines of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization (SCO) and Shang-
hai-Plus summit held in Kyrgyzstan
on Monday.

Iran’s President Masoud Pezeshkian,
who met with Kyrgyz President Sadyr
Japarov on the summit’s margins,
confirmed that Tehran has reviewed
the proposal positively and agreed to
its principle. “Kyrgyzstan’s proposal
for the joint construction of a refin-
ery in this country has been reviewed
positively, and Iran agrees with the
principle of this proposal,” Pezesh-
kian stated.

Under the proposed framework, Iran
would supply the crude oil required
for the refinery, while the resulting
petroleum products would be divided
between the two nations. The Irani-
an president described this model of
cooperation as a timely opportunity
to elevate the level of economic and
energy collaboration between the two
countries.

The proposal comes at a critical junc-
ture, as energy cooperation has been
a central pillar of bilateral relations
in recent years. Kyrgyzstan, which
currently depends heavily on imports
to meet its domestic oil and petrole-
um product needs, stands to benefit
significantly from domestic refining

capacity. If finalized, the partnership
could expand beyond simple oil and
product trade into joint investment,
refining operations, technical and en-
gineering services, and the marketing
of petroleum products.

President Japarov welcomed the
expansion of economic and energy
cooperation with Iran and extend-
ed an invitation to capable Iranian
companies active in oil exploration to
bring their expertise to Kyrgyzstan.
This invitation is expected to pave the
way for a greater Iranian corporate
presence in Kyrgyzstan’s oil projects
and the utilization of Iranian technical
and engineering capabilities across
various sectors of the Central Asian
nation’s petroleum industry.
Expanding bilateral economic ties
The refinery proposal is part of a
broader push to strengthen economic
relations between the two countries.
In early August, Iran’s Minister of
Industry, Mining and Trade, Seyyed
Mohammad Atabak, met with Kyr-
gyzstan's Minister of Economy and
Commerce, Sydykov Bakyt Tolomu-
shevich. During that meeting, both
sides emphasized the development
of trade exchanges, joint investment,
and the expansion of cooperation in
industry, mining, energy, transport,
and free zones.

The two ministers underscored the
vast capacities for economic coop-
eration and stressed the importance
of advancing trade and investment
within the framework of regional

agreements, including the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU) and the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization.
They also discussed joint production
for export to third-country markets,
increased collaboration in the export
of knowledge-based products, phar-
maceuticals, and medical equipment,
as well as expanded cooperation be-
tween free zones.

Mining, energy, and transit cooper-
ation

In the mining and energy sector, Kyr-
gyzstan’s mineral wealth was a key
topic. Iran announced its readiness
to cooperate in exploration, extrac-
tion, processing, provision of tech-
nical and engineering services, mod-
ernization of mining industries, and
the transfer of technical knowledge.
On the transport and transit front,
the two sides emphasized the ac-
tivation of the Bandar Abbas-Osh
railway route, the establishment of
direct flights, the reduction of transit

costs, and the completion of regional
corridors. They also highlighted the
importance of participating in China’s
“Belt and Road” initiative and utiliz-
ing Iran’s strategic transit position to
connect Kyrgyzstan to regional and
international markets.

Banking and financial infrastructure
To facilitate this expanding economic
partnership, both countries agreed
on the development of banking,
logistics, and transport infrastruc-
ture. Other key agreements included
holding a joint banking committee,
utilizing national currencies in bilat-
eral transactions, establishing joint
investment funds, and employing
modern financing methods.

As Iran and Kyrgyzstan continue to
build on their growing partnership,
the proposed joint oil refinery stands
as a potential flagship project—one
that could redefine the contours of
their economic and energy coopera-
tion for years to come.
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Economic siege
will not halt
Iran’s trade:

ICCIMA official

The head of the Customs
Committee of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture  (ICCIMA),
emphasizing that sanc-
tions and economic
sieges cannot completely
halt the country’s foreign
trade, said: Given lIran’s
geographical  location,
geopolitical  capacities,
and numerous neigh-
bors, the country has
diverse routes available
to continue its trade ex-
changes.

Mohammad Reza Farouqi
stated in an interview with
IRNA regarding Ameri-
ca’s claim of an economic
siege: Given the vastness
of the country and Iran’s
special position in the
region, it is not possible
to completely place the
country under a trade
blockade. On the other
hand, many neighboring
countries need Iran’s ca-
pacities in various fields,
and this very fact pro-
vides the basis for the
continuation of economic
and trade relations.

He added: Alongside the
existing capacities in re-
gional trade, programs
are also being pursued
to remove internal trade
barriers, in order to re-
duce the problems facing
traders and economic
actors.

The head of the Customs
Committee of the Iran
Chamber of Commerce,
referring to the state of
the country’s foreign
trade, continued: Various
routes are also being pur-
sued in the area of for-
eign trade, and the goal is
to ensure that the flow of
the country’s exchanges
does not come to a halt
even under increased
sanctions pressure.
Referring to Iran’s mem-
bership in trade agree-
ments, he said: Pacts
such as the Eurasian
Economic Union (EAEU)
and the Shanghai Co-
operation  Organization
(SCO) represent impor-
tant capacities for de-
veloping the country’s
trade relations, and these
agreements are being im-
plemented and pursued.
Farouqi emphasized: The
sum of these capacities
shows that Iran’s foreign
trade will not be locked
down despite restrictions
and external pressures,
and by utilizing the ca-
pacity of neighbors,
regional pacts, and re-
forming internal barriers,
the path of the country’s
trade exchanges can be
sustained.

He noted: Bilateral and
regional monetary pacts
and financial memoran-
da of understanding with
neighboring  countries,
by reducing dependence
on intermediary cur-
rencies and facilitating
liquidity flow, play a key
role in smoothing for-
eign trade and develop-
ing the country’s non-oil
exports.
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Iran lose to
DPR Korea at
AFC U20 Asian
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Iran wins three

medals at World

Para Taekwondo
Grand Prix

Iranian athletes won one gold
and two bronze medals at the By:
World Para Taekwondo Grand
Prix Series.

Muju Taekwondowon hosts the
World Para Taekwondo Grand
Prix on Sept. 4 and the World
Taekwondo Grand Prix from
Sept. 5-7, marking the first time
the Grand Prix will be held in
Korea and a landmark occasion
for one of the sport’s most iconic
venues.

The World Taekwondo Grand
Prix features the world’s top ath-
letes competing in their Olym-
pic weight categories, and this
marks the second event of the
year following the first stop in ed.
Rome in June.

Muju Taekwondowon has a
strong history of hosting major
World Taekwondo events, hav-
ing staged the World Taekwondo
Grand Prix Challenge in 2022,
2023 and 2025, the World Taek-
wondo Diamond Games in 2024
and 2025, and the World Taek-
wondo Championships in 2017.
For Taekwondo competition is
being held across 10 weight cat-
egories, spanning M K44 -58kg,
- 63Kkg, -70kg, -80kg and +80kg,
and W K44 -47kg, -52kg, -57kg,
-65kg and +65kg. The event
is set to feature an elite field,
with nine of the 10 Paris 2024
Paralympic gold medalists in
attendance.

eration potential.

We all know the embarrassing feeling
of eating a garlicky meal and worrying
about the smell of your breath after-
ward, but research shows that eating a
slice of apple can help.

Why Does Garlic Breath Happen?
Sheryl Barringer, PhD, a professor of
food science and technology at The
Ohio State University, who co-authored
a study on deodorizing garlic breath
with foods1, said garlic breath happens
for several reasons.

The first is residual garlic in the mouth.
But more often, bad breath is caused
by garlic that has already been digest-

“After the garlic goes into the stomach,
the garlic is digested and goes into the
bloodstream,” Barringer said. “Garlic is
unique in that it has a compound that
goes from the blood into the lungs
and is exhaled into the air through the

ND must engage n farge-scale, foreion currency-oenerating mvestments: economy mimster

The Minister of Economic Affairs and Finance emphasized the need for
a shift in the approach of the National Development Fund (NDF), stating
that the fund must play a more serious role in large-scale and profitable
investments, particularly in the upstream oil and gas sector, and allocate
its resources in a leveraged manner to projects with foreign currency gen-

According to IRNA, from the Ministry of Economy, Seyyed Ali Madaniza-
deh said on Monday at a ceremony honoring and introducing the new
head of the National Development Fund’s Board of Trustees, which was
attended by Mostafa Pourmohammadi, head of the Planning and Budget
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Your Stinky Garfic.

breath.”

As a result, garlic can
linger in the breath
for up to 24 hours.
How Apples Can
Help Get Rid of
Garlic Breath
Apple has natural
phenolic com-
pounds and natu-
ral enzymes. In her
research,  Barringer
discovered that one of
these enzymes, polyphe-
nol oxidase, reacts with
the phenolic compounds
and the garlic volatiles, de-
odorizing the garlic.1

“You don’t have to mix the gar-
lic and apple together outside
your body,” she said. “You can ¢
eat the two of them separately

Organization. He also expressed appreciation for the performance of Me-
hdi Ghazanfari, the former head of the fund’s Board of Trustees.
Madanizadeh stated: “The actions taken during Dr. Ghazanfari’s tenure,
particularly in changing the fund’s approach and entering into investment
in the upstream oil sector, marked a significant shift in the National Devel-
opment Fund over more than a decade.”

He also thanked Dr. Gharibpour for his efforts under the current difficult
circumstances and said: “The National Development Fund is at a critical
juncture, and it is expected that the new management will vigorously pur-
sue the important missions of this financial institution.”

Cup China 2027
qualifier

also

Stoppage time goals from Kang Wi
Song and Kang Myong Bom saw DPR
Korea claim a 2-1 win over Iran in Viet
Tri on Thursday to move into pole
position in Group C of the AFC U20
Asian Cup China 2027 qualifiers as
Palestine won 2-1 against Vietnam.
Kang Wi Song’s 92nd minute header
had cancelled out Mohammadmahdi

ce of Apple Can Elimmate
ccording to Science

Source:

e and let them mix in your stomach
- to cause the deodorization.”
Another reason why apples may
freshen breath is that, when chew-
ing an apple’s crunchy
texture, teeth naturally
get scrubbed, thereby
removing plaque and
loose debris sitting
on tooth surfaces,
said Sandip Sachar,
DDS, a dentist on the
membership
tee at the New York
County Dental Soci-

ety.

The high fiber and
water content of apples
stimulates
production in the mouth,
which helps wash away food
particles and reduce bacteria,

Jannianavaei's 47th minute opener
for the Iranians before Kang Myong
Bom hit the 94th minute winner for O
Thae Song’s side. The victory is DPR
Korea’s second in a row in Group C
and moves them onto six points,
three ahead of the Iranians and Pal-
estine with Vietnam sitting on the bot-
tom of the table without a point.

she added.

“Historically, apples were even re-
ferred to as ‘nature’s toothbrush,” as
they helped freshen the mouth before
modern dental products became widely
available,” Sachar said.

Other Ways to Get Rid of Garlic Breath
Apple can be eaten either before or
after the garlic to be effective, Barrin-
ger said. But Sachar said it works best
when the apple is eaten right before,
with, or immediately after a garlicky
meal.

Sachar also noted that heating apples
may significantly reduce the activity of
this important enzyme, so eating raw
apples is likely more effective.

Apple isn’t the only option for reducing
garlic breath. In her research, Barringer
found that raw lettuce and mint leaves
also significantly decreased garlic
breath volatiles.

commit-

saliva

Referring to the country’s economic conditions after the war, Madaniza-
deh added: “The country will soon overcome the current difficult situa-
tion, but to be on the path of development, there is no choice but to pay
serious attention to investment, especially large-scale economic invest-
ments—areas where other financial institutions in the country are unable
to enter effectively.”

The Economy Minister continued: “One of the most important areas
where the National Development Fund can play a role is investment in the
upstream oil and gas sector, and this approach can also extend to other
foreign currency-generating sectors of the country’s economy.”
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