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Expansion of electric-
ity generation capaci-
ty continues

An official has stated that in the re-
newable energy sector, production
capacity has increased from 1,250
megawatts to approximately 7,000
megawatts, and in the thermal power
plant sector, about 3,000 megawatts
have been added to the country’s
generation capacity.
According to the Mehr News Agency
from Iran’s Power Generation and
Distribution Company (known as
Tavanir), Abolfazl Asadi, Deputy for
Planning and Economic Affairs at
Tavanir Company, in a radio inter-
view referring to the one-year per-
formance of the country’s electricity
industry, said: “To ensure reliable
and stable electricity for the people,
the most important challenge ahead
is the imbalance between production
and consumption, for which there
are two fundamental solutions: first,
increasing production capacity, and
second, optimizing consumption. In
recent years, to encourage investors
to build renewable power plants, the
Green Board was created, and for
thermal power plants, the Free Board
was established on the Energy Ex-
change. These boards have made it
possible for private sector investors
to offer their generated electricity on
the Energy Exchange, with buyers
also coming from the private sector.
This new model is based on the ob-
ligations of the Seventh Development
Plan, which envisions the expansion
of Energy Exchange transactions for
the Ministry of Energy, and we have
taken steps to realize it.”
Historic leap in renewables and in-
troduction of energy savings hoard
to electricity market
Stating that significant investment
has been made in the electricity gen-
eration sector during the 14th gov-
ernment, he added: “In the renewable
energy sector, production capacity
has increased from 1,250 megawatts
to about 5,600 to 7,000 megawatts,
and in the thermal power plant sec-
tor, about 3,000 megawatts have
been added to the country’s genera-
tion capacity. Additionally, for the first
time, the Energy Savings Board was
unveiled on the Energy Exchange,
which has provided a suitable finan-
cial model for investors. Under this
model, any industry that invests in
energy savings can offer and sell its
saved electricity on the market. This
initiative has increased the number
of energy savings contracts from 2
contracts per year to 59 contracts in
the lighting sector and especially in
cooling, including the replacement
of water cooler motors with low-con-
sumption (BLDC) motors and the
replacement of low-efficiency coolers
with high-efficiency ones.”
The Deputy for Planning and Eco-
nomic Affairs at Tavanir Company,
emphasizing that the Seventh De-
velopment Plan also stresses the
expansion of Energy Exchange trans-
actions, stated: “Large industries
are obligated to supply part of their
electricity needs through the con-
struction of dedicated power plants
by the end of the plan. Fortunately,
industries have moved in this direc-
tion, and so far about 100 to 200
megawatts of this capacity has been
realized. This approach both helps
boost supply and production and,
through consumption optimization,
gradually reduces the imbalance. By
strengthening these boards, we are
changing past practices and will in-
crease the pace of progress.”
Removing fransmission bottle-
necks with 140 mega-projects and
developing small-scale power
plants
Referring to investments made in the
electricity transmission and distribu-
tion network, he added: “Fortunately,
the goals we summarized in the form
of 140 mega-projects in September
last year have been realized in the
transmission and distribution sec-
tors, and we currently have no limita-
tions in transmission capacity.

Construction of 75,000 rental housing units forecasted

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development has an-
nounced the start of construc-
tion for 94,000 worker housing
units and a forecast for building
75,000 rental housing units,
stating that in the first phase,
6,000 rental units will be allocat-
ed to young couples.

According to a Tuesday report by
IRNA from the Ministry of Trans-
port and Urban Development,
Farzaneh Sadegh detailed some
of the actions taken by the 14th
administration in the housing
sector.

Referring to the government’s
plans in the worker housing
sector, she said: “Alongside
supportive housing and hous-
ing for the underprivileged, we
have begun construction of
94,000 worker housing units
with the cooperation of the Min-
istry of Cooperatives, Labor and
Social Welfare, the Ministry of
Industry, Mining and Trade, and
factories.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development added: “In
this plan, the land is either sup-
plied by the Ministry of Trans-
port and Urban Development,
or factories and industrial units
have the required land, and they
also consider special facilities for
their workers.”

She continued: “Additionally, the
required land for about 200,000
more units has been identified,
and we will pursue worker hous-
ing alongside other programs.”
She also announced the imple-

mentation of a 50,000-unit plan
for underprivileged housing by
the Islamic Revolution Housing
Foundation, saying: “The land for
40,000 units of this number has
been supplied by the National
Land and Housing Organization,
and construction operations for
18,000 units have also begun.”
The Minister of Transport and
Urban  Development added:
“These 50,000 underprivileged
housing units are progressing
with the same low-interest facil-
ities from the Housing Founda-
tion, and preparation costs will
not be charged to applicants.
The facilities considered for
350,000 underprivileged hous-
ing units can also be used in this
sector.”

Referring to the government’s
program for developing rent-
al housing, she said: “Another
action we have initiated in the
supply and demand sector is the
rental housing scheme, which,
despite having relevant laws and
regulations, governments have
rarely pursued over the past 20
years.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development empha-
sized: “For people to become
homeowners, especially low-
er-income groups and young
couples, ownership is not the
only solution. Rental housing
with a lease period of four to
five years and rent lower than
the market rate can help solve
the housing problem for people,
particularly the first to fifth in-

come deciles.”

She added: “Our initial forecast
was for 10,000 units, but due
to problems, especially those
caused by the war and recon-
struction issues, we were able
to secure resources for 6,000
units, and their registration was
also carried out during Govern-
ment Week.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban  Development  said:
“Based on the studies conduct-
ed, we hope to deliver 6,000
housing units to young couples
who have been married for less
than five years within the next
one to two months.”

She considered this action as the
first step in the rental housing
sector and added: “Our vision
is to build 75,000 rental housing
units, and in this regard, numer-
ous meetings have been held
with developers, builders, and
facilitators to involve the private
sector in worn-out urban tex-
tures in this area.”

She continued: “In this plan, we
can provide land or facilities to
the private sector, and given the
expansion of boundaries and ca-
pacities created, we can provide
grounds for their participation,
so that a portion of private sec-
tor participation with the gov-
ernment is allocated to rental

housing.”
The Minister of Transport and
Urban  Development  noted:

“Although this initiative has a
difficult start, it will certainly be
effective. We have also entered

into discussions with municipal-
ities in this regard, and the rental
housing issue must be pursued
so that we can bring applicants
to the occupancy stage.”

She added: “The concept of this
action is that people do not have
to remain in the cycle of wait-
ing for ownership for years and
be under heavy rent pressure
during this period; therefore, a
portion of applicants can benefit
from this process and take ad-
vantage of rental housing.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development announced
the allocation of 216,000 land
plots under the Population Youth
Plan, saying: “Over 80% of these
allocations have taken place in
the past two years.”

She said: “It has been decided
to allocate land to families with
three children, with the method
of allocation varying in different
cities; in some cities, one plot
is allocated to one family, and
in some areas, due to density
and existing plans, one plot is
allocated to two or three fami-
lies, which in most cases is two
families.”

The member of the 14th admin-
istration’s cabinet added: “So far,
216,000 land plots have been
allocated under the Population
Youth Plan, of which over 80%
have been allocated in the last
two years.”

Stating that the number of ap-
plications in this sector exceeds
600,000, she said: “For the
approximately 216,000 cases
where land has been allocated,
the important point is that the
land must first be prepared and
have the capability for habitation
and construction.”

Sadegh continued: “By pre-
pared land, | mean land that,
when given to a family, allows
them to begin construction. The
preparation cost per hectare is a
significant amount, and in addi-
tion, infrastructure and connec-
tions for water, electricity, gas,
and other services must also be
provided.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development empha-
sized: “I will not even get into
the issue of superstructure ser-
vices here, such as schools and
mosques; the mere fact that the
land is buildable and a family can
start building their home is a sig-

nificant matter.”

Referring to the increased speed
of land preparation, she said:
“Preparations had also begun
under the previous government,
and naturally, it is a time-con-
suming process, but now it is
being done at a faster pace, and
more land plots are being pre-
pared.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development also an-
nounced the entry of about
300,000 rural housing units
into the land allocation cycle,
saying: “In some cases, appli-
cants choose a city or village
where they or their spouse wish
to receive the land in the same
location.”

She added: “The processes re-
lated to this matter are being
prepared so that the capacity
of about 300,000 rural housing
units can also enter the land allo-
cation cycle.”

Farzaneh Sadegh, referring to
the delegation of authority to
governors, said: “It has been
decided that each governor can
decide and implement land allo-
cation in any city of their prov-
ince where there are applicants
and prepared, buildable land is
available, or even through an-
nexation, the required land can
be provided.”

The Minister of Transport and
Urban Development considered
this action as part of the gov-
ernment’s package of programs
in the housing sector and said:
“A series of actions are un-
derway in the areas of rental
housing, supportive housing,
land allocation, rural housing,
and settling the remaining Mehr
housing units.”

Referring to the status of re-
maining Mehr housing units,
she said: “About 60,000 Mehr
housing units still remain, of
which about 20,000 are cases
where the owner has received
the land and is constructing it
themselves, and about 40,000
units are among the remaining
Mehr housing units.”

She added: “Units with over 75%
physical progress are also on
the agenda, and alongside them,
National Housing units and other
projects with high physical pro-
gress are also included in the set
of actions for completion and
delivery.”

Rebuilding damaged mdustries to protect production, ensure financing supply chiain stabihity

The US-Zionist imposed war, in addition to causing
direct damage to some production units, also affected
parts of the country’s industrial supply chains. How-
ever, planning for the swift return of damaged units to
the production cycle and preventing the halt of related
industries has now become one of the central axes of
industrial policymaking. In this path, securing finan-
cial resources, prioritizing strategic industries, and
utilizing domestic capacities form the basis of support
measures.

In a report that comes below, IRNA has investigated
the issue:

The new strategy of the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade in this regard is not limited merely to re-
building the buildings and equipment of damaged
units, but is pursued with the aim of preserving pro-
duction capacity and strengthening the resilience of
supply chains. Alongside reconstruction, the mod-
ernization of industries is also on the agenda so that
directly damaged industries, units affected by supply
chain disruptions, and small and vulnerable enterpris-
es, depending on the type of damage, are covered by
support packages and reconstruction programs.

To achieve this goal, financial resources are needed,
and it has been decided that the use of capital mar-
ket capacities and modern financial instruments,
alongside reconstruction funds, should also be con-
sidered. Saeed Shojaei, Deputy Minister for Planning
at the Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade, has an-
nounced the issuance of a permit for 100,000 billion
tomans in facilities for the reconstruction of industries,
stating that this permit has been issued by the cabinet
and that, for its implementation, approval from the Su-
preme Supervisory Council on Banks is also required.

According to him, measures such as obtaining ap-
proval for certain budgetary items, including the is-
suance of 25,000 billion tomans in bonds, are also
necessary from higher authorities, including the heads
of the three branches of government or the Supreme
National Security Council, and must be taken into con-
sideration.

Alongside securing financial resources for damaged
units, another important issue concerning the regen-
eration of industries has also been taken into account.
Under this plan, industries are divided into three cat-
egories: “directly damaged,” “damaged within the
supply chain,” and “small and vulnerable industries,”
with special operational packages developed for each
category.

In this plan, a specialized platform has been designed
for registering the type of affliction of each company.
Through this system, the demands of industries are
connected to a network of expert consultants and
management specialists in the country, so that the
reconstruction process can begin swiftly based on
scientific methods and lived experiences from the era
of the Sacred Defense (Iran-Iraq war).

In this regard, Tahmoures Lahouti Ashkouri, Deputy
Minister of Industry, Mining and Trade and CEO of the
Small Industries and Industrial Parks Organization of
Iran, in an exclusive interview with IRNA, while ex-
plaining his organization’s new strategies in dealing
with the consequences of the war, stated that “pro-
tecting production capacities” and “reviving damaged
industrial units” are the two main pillars on the agenda
of the Ministry of Industry, Mining and Trade.

He emphasized that maintaining the stability of the
production flow and precise monitoring of the supply

chain of essential goods goes beyond a routine task;
it is a defensive priority for the organization to prevent
the disruption of upstream and downstream produc-
tion links, from agriculture and processing industries
to the final consumer market.

Referring to the damage inflicted on industrial infra-
structure across 17 provinces of the country, Lahouti
Ashkouri said: “One-third of all damaged units were
concentrated in industrial towns and zones—units
that played a vital role in supplying industrial require-
ments and strategic goods.”

The CEO of the Small Industries Organization identi-
fied “financing” as the main bottleneck in industrial
reconstruction and announced that a special support
package has been drafted with the active participation
of the Ministries of Economy, Labor, and the Central
Bank, and is in the final stages of approval. After final
approval by the Supreme National Security Council
and the heads of the three branches of government,
this plan will be communicated as the operational
framework for reconstruction.

He added that special arrangements have been made
for the allocation of land in industrial towns with the
lowest down payments and long grace periods. Fur-
thermore, for more than 1,500 industrial units, finan-
cial processes have been facilitated with the aim of
settling debts arising from usage rights, in order to
minimize the financial risks faced by enterprises.
Lahouti Ashkouri emphasized that resource alloca-
tion will prioritize medical equipment, pharmaceutical
and food industries, as well as “leading industries,”
as these sectors act as the driving engine for down-
stream chains and ensure the stability of the entire
country’s industrial ecosystem.

Trump’s Venezue-
lan delusion: Same
foolish blueprint
he plots for Iran

In a move that exposes both
his strategic shortsightedness
and his penchant for delusional
grandiosity, US President Don-
ald Trump has announced plans
to refill America’s depleted Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve using
Venezuelan oil. The scheme,
which Trump has bizarrely de-
scribed as a “gift from Venezuela
to the American people,” reveals
afundamental misunderstanding
of energy markets, infrastructure
realities, and geopolitical dynam-
ics—a dangerous combination
that now threatens to be replicat-
ed in US policy toward Iran. The
numbers tell a stark story. Amer-
ica’s SPR has plummeted to its
lowest level since November
1982, standing at just 289.7 mil-
lion barrels—approximately 40
percent of its 714-million-barrel
capacity. Over the past eight
months alone, more than 121
million barrels have been drained
from the reserve, largely due to
massive releases ordered by the
Trump administration itself to
stabilize markets amid war-relat-
ed disruptions.

Yet Trump, in his characteristic
disregard for facts, blames his
predecessor Joe Biden for the
depletion—a conveniently se-
lective memory that ignores his
own administration’s role in the
drawdowns. Now, Trump claims
that Venezuelan oil will come
to the rescue. He has boasted
of securing control over 65 bil-
lion barrels of proven reserves
through what he calls “the big-
gest oil deal in world history.”
But this is where the fantasy
collides with reality. Venezuela’s
oil infrastructure is crumbling.
Years of underinvestment, sanc-
tions, and neglect have left the
country’s production capacity
severely compromised. Even
under optimistic projections,
Venezuela could at best add per-
haps 1.5 million barrels per day
to global supply—a drop in the
ocean compared to the 121-mil-
lion-barrel  shortfall America
must fill. Moreover, Washing-
ton’s own watchdog reports
have repeatedly warned that the
SPR’s aging infrastructure can-
not sustain rapid drawdowns
or injections, making Trump’s
plan  operationally  dubious
at best.

What makes this delusion truly
dangerous is the looming possi-
bility that Trump intends to ap-
ply the same reckless playbook
to Iran. Having already waged
an unjust war that has disrupt-
ed global energy markets and
inflicted suffering on ordinary
Americans through higher gaso-
line prices, Trump now appears
to believe that he can bully,
coerce, or “strike a deal” with
Iran similar to his Venezuelan
fantasy. Such thinking is not
merely naive—it is profoundly
dangerous. Iran is not Venezue-
la. Its infrastructure is resilient,
its leadership is not susceptible
to pressure tactics, and its peo-
ple have demonstrated extraor-
dinary endurance in the face of
aggression. Trump’s Venezuelan
scheme will fail because it is
built on illusions, not realities. If
he imagines he can replicate this
disastrous blueprint with Iran,
he is setting himself up for an
even more humiliating defeat—
one that will further destabilize
global energy markets and ex-
pose the hollowness of his stra-
tegic vision.
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Iran vows deci-
sive response as
Trump threatens

retaliation

Iran has warned that any further
US attack would trigger a re-
sponse “dozens of times strong-
er” as an lranian official told
Reuters that Tehran considers the
latest exchange of fire with Wash-
ington limited and contained,
gven as President Donald Trump
threatened to strike Iran “very
hard” and the conflict increasingly
exposes the White House to mili-
tary, economic and political risks.
The Iranian official, speaking to
Reuters on Monday, said Teh-
ran’s retaliatory operation fol-
lowing a US strike on Iranian
missile launchers on Larak Island
demonstrated that “no target in
the region is beyond Tehran’s
reach.” The official said Iran
would respond with significantly
greater force to any further Amer-
ican attack.

The official also warned that con-
ditions in the Strait of Hormuz
would become more difficult for
vessels that violate the rules. At
the same time, the official charac-
terized the latest confrontation as
“limited and contained,” suggest-
ing that Iran does not currently
regard the exchange as the begin-
ning of a broader war.

The comments came after Iran
launched attacks on US posi-
tions in Jordan and the United
Arab Emirates in retaliation for
the American strike on Larak Is-
land, according to reports. The
US operation targeted two Ira-
nian launchers that Washington
claimed could be used to deploy
missiles carrying sea mines in
the strategically vital Strait of
Hormuz.

Trump, however, adopted a more
confrontational tone.

Speaking to Fox News on Mon-
day, the US president said Wash-
ington would respond to Iran’s
attacks and “hit them very hard.”
Trump separately intensified his
rhetoric on social media, de-
scribing Iran as a “failed country”
and claiming that its military and
gconomic institutions had been
severely weakened by the conflict
and US sanctions.

Despite the threats, Trump did
not completely rule out diploma-
cy. His remarks reflected the in-
creasingly difficult balance facing
the administration as it seeks to
pressure Tehran while avoiding a
conflict that could become signif-
icantly more costly.

The challenge is particularly acute
because the war has disrupted
one of the world’s most important
energy corridors. The Strait of
Hormuz, through which rough-
ly 20% of global oil flows under
normal conditions, has remained
at the center of the confrontation.
Qil prices rose more than 2% on
Monday after the latest US-Iran
exchanges, with markets again
reacting to the prospect of pro-
longed disruption to energy ship-
ments.

The economic consequences are
also becoming an increasingly
sensitive political issue inside the
United States. US gasoline prices
have remained above $4 a gallon,
roughly $1 higher than a year
earlier, according to Reuters. The
rise has placed additional pres-
sure on American consumers and
complicated Trump’s efforts to
campaign on lowering the cost of
living ahead of November’s con-
gressional midterm elections.
Reuters reported last week that
Trump was preparing to meet
US refiners and fuel retailers to
reduce gasoline prices before the
elections.
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=l Iran finished fourth at the 2026
Iran f""Sh Asian Youth Handball Champion-
fou”h at ASlan ship after losing 29-28 to South

Some Herbs That Boost Your
[mmune System Naturally

Source:
By:

Herbs that support the immune system
include echinacea, ginger, and turmeric.
Herbs are aromatic plants used for cook-
ing or medicinal purposes, including
improved immunity. Herbs that boost
your immune system include echinacea,
elderberry, ginger, turmeric, garlic, and
more.1

1. Echinacea

Echinacea tea does not increase blood
sugar.

Echinacea, also known as the coneflow-
er, is a prairie flower in the daisy family.
It is common in North America and often
marketed as a natural remedy for the
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cold and flu. It is available as an over-the-
counter (OTC) supplement in capsule,
extract, or tea form.2

Echinacea has antiviral properties that
may improve the immune system’s re-
sponse to viruses that cause upper res-
piratory infections.

2. Garlic

Garlic is an aromatic herb popular in
cooking. It contains allicin, a powerful
plant compound that boosts the im-
mune system. Research has found that
consuming allicin may activate the white
blood cells, which are part of the im-
mune system.67 Activating white blood

cells can help the body fight infections,
especially bacterial ones.

3. Ginger

Ginger is a spicy herb often used in
Asian cooking. It is known for its diges-
tive benefits and may help ease common
stomach troubles such as nausea and
indigestion.9

It also has anti-inflammatory properties
from a compound called gingerol.10
This plant compound may reduce in-
flammation and shorten the duration
of common upper respiratory illness-
es, such as colds.11 More research is
needed to determine if taking a ginger

Youth Handball
Championship

Korea in the bronze-medal match

on Monday.

Iran had advanced from Group B,
which also featured Kuwait, Qatar,

Saudi Arabia and Syria.

The tournament was held in Jordan
from Aug. 20 to 31 and also served
as a qualifier for the Youth World
Championship.

Iran booked their berth in the world
championship.

supplement can improve symptoms of
COVID-19.12

4. Turmeric

Turmeric is a golden spice with several
potential health benefits. It has strong
antioxidant and anti-inflammatory prop-
erties thanks to curcumin, a plant com-
pound present in turmeric.13

Research has found that taking a turmer-
ic supplement may boost the immune
system during an upper respiratory
iliness. It may reduce cold and flu symp-
toms, but more research is needed to de-
termine how turmeric improves immune
health.14

5. Oregano

Oregano is an herb in the mint family that
is popular in Mediterranean and lItalian
dishes. Oregano has anti-inflammatory,
antibacterial, and antifungal proper-
ties.15

6. Cinnamon

Cinnamon is a popular, sweet herb
commonly used in cooking. Ginnamon
may offer digestive benefits and protect
against foodborne illness.18 It has nat-
ural antimicrobial properties and may
slow the growth of Salmonella, a com-
mon bacterium that can cause serious
illness.19

A senior Iranian Foreign Ministry official has confirmed that ten fishermen from Bandar
Lengeh who had been missing since mid-August have been located in the United Arab
Emirates and are expected to return to Iran shortly.

Mohammad Soleimani, head of the Foreign Ministry’s Representative Office in Hormoz-
gan, said the development followed intensive diplomatic efforts to determine the where-
abouts of 13 fishermen who went missing in waters off Bandar Lengeh.

“Following the reports of 13 missing fishermen, there were concerns that they may have
entered the territorial waters of neighboring countries and been detained,” Soleimani
said, adding that Iranian authorities had been closely monitoring the situation in both
the UAE and Qatar.

According to the official, the UAE government notified the Iranian Embassy in Abu Dhabi
that ten of the missing fishermen had been identified within its territory and cleared to
leave the country.

As the fishermen had been traveling without passports when they went missing, the
Iranian Embassy issued emergency travel documents to facilitate their return.

Soleimani said the group is scheduled to return to Hormozgan Province on the first |

available flight this week.

The search for the three remaining fishermen, however, is continuing. Soleimani said
their whereabouts remain unknown, but stressed that diplomatic channels remain active
and that Iranian authorities are coordinating with neighboring countries to locate them.

The Ambassador of the Republic of Ko-
rea to Iran recently visited the Iranian Na-
tional Commission for UNESCO, where
he met with Dr. Hassan Fartousi, Secre-
tary-General of the Iranian National Com-
mission for UNESCO, and colleagues to
discuss the potential for developing joint
cooperation in the fields of education,
culture, science, and tourism.

The meeting, attended by colleagues
from the National Commission for UNE-
SCO and a representative of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, began with Dr. Hassan
Fartousi expressing gratitude for the co-
operation and facilitation provided by the
Embassy of the Republic of Korea dur-
ing the visit of the delegation of Iran to
Busan. He also thanked the Korean side
for its support in organizing and hosting
the Iranian delegation at the 48th session
of the UNESCO World Heritage Commit-
tee and for the successful inscription of
“Alamut Castle and Associated Fortifica-
tions” on the World Heritage List.
Alamut’s World Heritage Inscription;
Result of 25 Years of Effort

The Secretary-General of the lIranian
National Commission for UNESCO high-
lighted the significance of this event, not-
ing that the World Heritage inscription of
Alamut Castle was the result of a 25-
year process of preparing and finalizing
the dossier. He emphasized the need to
leverage international capacities for the
protection, promotion, and preservation
of this world heritage site.

Introducing Iran’s Scientific and Cultur-
al Capacities

Dr. Fartousi went on to introduce the
specialized working groups and the for-
eign relations department of the Iranian
National Commission for UNESCO, out-
lining the existing capacities for devel-
oping scientific, cultural, and specialized
cooperation between the two countries.
The meeting also addressed UNESCO

Category 2 Centres and chairs, as well as
the corresponding capacities available in
South Korea, with an emphasis on iden-
tifying areas for joint collaboration.
Korean Ambassador’s Efforts and Com-
mitment to Strengthening Ties

The World Heritage inscription of “Alam-
ut Castle and Associated Fortifications”
was another key topic of discussion. The
Ambassador of the Republic of Korea,
referring to his visit to Alamut and his
tour of the historic site, expressed his
amazement and admiration at seeing
this cultural heritage up close, and un-
derscored its potential for introducing
Iran’s history and culture.

Kim Junpyo, Ambassador of the Repub-
lic of Korea to Iran, also stressed the
importance of developing bilateral coop-
eration in the field of tourism. During the
talks, tourism was highlighted as a plat-
form for fostering mutual understanding
between nations and for transmitting
cultural heritage and historical values to
future generations.

In conclusion, both sides emphasized
the vast potential for Iran-South Korea
relations in the cultural, scientific, educa-
tional, and tourism sectors, and under-
scored the need for continued dialogue
to translate these capacities into con-
crete joint operational programs.
Meeting between Minister of Cultural
Heritage and Korean Ambassador

In a separate meeting held on July 11,
Seyyed Reza Salehi-Amiri, Iran’s Min-
ister of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and
Handicrafts, met with Kim Junpyo, the
South Korean Ambassador, to discuss
expanding cooperation in the fields of
culture, tourism, handicrafts, and crea-
tive industries. Salehi-Amiri noted that
entering the creative industries economy
is one of the strategic priorities of his
ministry and that South Korea’s experi-
ence in this sector is valuable for Iran. He

From Busan Experience
(0 New Avemies of
Uooperation

also pointed to Iran’s 29 sites inscribed
on UNESCQ’s World Heritage List and
58 sites on its tentative list, emphasizing
the importance of Alamut’s inscription.
The Minister proposed holding recipro-
cal exhibitions of historical and cultural
artifacts, implementing joint training pro-
jects in restoration, expanding university
cooperation, and benefiting from South
Korea’s experience in digital technolo-
gies and artificial intelligence in the fields
of cultural heritage, tourism, and hand-
icrafts. He also announced Iran’s readi-
ness to participate in cultural exhibitions
in Seoul and invited South Korea to take
part in the Tehran International Tourism
Exhibition. The

Ambassador, for his part, described his
first provincial trip in Iran as being to
Qazvin, where he visited Alamut fortress,
and expressed hope that the World Her-
itage inscription would help introduce
Iran’s cultural heritage to a wider inter-
national audience.

Proposal for a Joint Task Force in Bu-
san

On the sidelines of the 48th session of
the World Heritage Committee in Busan,
Minister Salehi-Amiri held a meeting
with Ho Min, head of the Korea Heritage
Service, and proposed the establishment
of a joint Iran-South Korea task force
on restoration, conservation, and digital
documentation of cultural heritage. The
proposal was welcomed by the Korean
side. The meeting took place immedi-
ately after the inscription of “Alamut
Castle and Associated Fortifications”
as Iran’s 30th tangible cultural property
on UNESCQ’s World Heritage List. This
proposal reflects the determination of
both countries to transform the achieve-
ment of World Heritage inscription into
sustainable technical and operational co-
operation in the field of cultural heritage
preservation.

The Vice-Presidency for Science and
Technology and Knowledge-based
Economy has announced the first call
to support projects in the family and
youth population sectors, aiming to
turn innovative ideas into effective ac-
tions to address family-related chal-
lenges and boost fertility rates.

The initiative encompasses policy, in-
frastructural, national, and health-ori-
ented priorities, IRNA reported.

The executive and policy section fo-
cuses on the full implementation of
the Family and Youth Population Law,
promoting the culture of childbearing,
and strengthening support for fami-
lies with children.

In line with the national division of
labor, the identification and prioriti-
zation of cultural, educational, and
social challenges with the help of uni-
versities and comprehensive centers
are placed on the agenda for the
development and implementation of
operational plans.

The health and biotechnology section
focuses on supporting research and
the commercialization of Advanced
Therapy Medicinal Products (ATMPS)
to take innovative strides toward
preserving and improving maternal
and children’s health through the use
of cell-based, gene-based, and tis-
sue-based technologies.

The fourth National Youth Population
Award is set to be held on November
15, with the aim of strengthening the

[nnovative youth population
projects to he supported

institution of the family, advancing
effective demographic policies and
initiatives, and encouraging greater
public participation in implementing
the Youth Population Law.

Organized by the National Population
Headquarters, the event aims to raise
public awareness about the impor-
tance of population issues, encourage
young people to get married and start
a family, showcase successful and
inspiring role models, strengthen in-
ter-sectoral cooperation and synergy,
as well as support research, innova-
tion, and initiatives in the youth popu-
lation field, IRNA reported.
Highlighting principles and values
such as sustainable population devel-
opment, social justice, public partici-
pation, innovation and science-based
approaches, and the preservation of
human dignity, the event seeks to
recognize leading individuals, fami-
lies, institutions, and organizations,
and promote successful experiences
in fostering youth population.

The event will be organized across
seven categories including media,
non-governmental organizations, ex-
ecutive agencies, private companies
and institutions, managers, elites, and
families. The measures, performance,
and actions of the participants will be
assessed in accordance with the indi-
cators, metrics, and points approved
by the National Population Headquar-
ters.
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