il Happens to Your Body When You Drink Grape Juice Every Day
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Iran-Turkey agree-

ment document for

rail connection ex-
changed

The Deputy Minister of Transport and
Urban Development announced the
exchange of the Iran-Turkey agree-
ment document for rail connection at
the Cheshmeh Soraya border.
According to Tasnim News Agency,
Jabbar Ali Zakeri, CEQ of the Railway
Company, during a visit by Seyyed
Hamid  Pourmohammadi,  Vice
President and Head of the Planning
and Budget Organization, and Reza
Rahmani, Governor of West Azarbai-
jan Province, to various sections of
the Khavaran-Tabriz-Marand-Chesh-
meh Soraya railway project, stated:
Connecting Cheshmeh Soraya to
Iran’s railway network and thereby
connecting the country to Turkey’s
railway network through a new bor-
der point is one of the programs of
the 14th government, and the nec-
essary measures are being taken to
bring the project into the implemen-
tation phase.

Zakeri emphasized: The necessary
approvals for the project have been
obtained, preliminary studies have
been conducted, and over the past six
months, the groundwork for conclud-
ing the contract has been prepared.
He clarified: Given that the project
contract is foreseen as EPC, after the
contract is concluded, supplementary
studies and the second phase of stud-
ies will begin by the contractor, and
it is predicted that within the first six
months of the contract, the studies
will be completed and executive op-
erations will begin at several points.
He said: One of the important re-
quirements for concluding the con-
tract was the exchange of the agreed
document between Iran and Turkey.
The Turkish government provided its
response last week, and it is predicted
that this document will be exchanged
in the near future with the presence
of transport and road officials of the
two countries.

The Deputy Minister of Transport and
Urban Development, regarding the fi-
nancing of the project, said: The Plan-
ning and Budget Organization has
made the necessary coordination for
providing project credit, including the
use of existing capacities and other fi-
nancial solutions, and we hope that in
the coming weeks, good news will be
announced regarding financing and
the start of executive operations for
this project.

Zakeri, explaining the technical spec-
ifications of the project, said: This
project starts from Khavaran and
includes completing the connection
of Khavaran to Tabriz railway station,
upgrading and double-tracking the
Tabriz-Marand route, and then contin-
uing the route to Cheshmeh Soraya.
He announced the total length of this
route as approximately 324 kilome-
ters and said: In previous studies, the
route length was considered about
294 kilometers, but given the neces-
sity of standardizing technical speci-
fications and employer requirements
across the entire corridor, the new
specifications for the project have
been defined for about 324 kilome-
ters.

The Deputy Minister of Transport
and Urban Development empha-
sized: This project is not merely a
railway line within one province, but
is considered part of the country’s
east-west corridor from Sarakhs
to Cheshmeh Soraya and must be
implemented with unified technical
specifications.

Zakeri said: At the beginning of the
route, about 9 kilometers of tunnel
are foreseen, and in the Yam and Ma-
rand railway area, a tunnel of about
five to six kilometers will also be con-
structed.

Zakeri clarified: The Article 23 permit
for the project has been obtained and
environmental studies have also been
fully completed; therefore, a signifi-
cant portion of the requirements for
bringing the project into the imple-
mentation phase is in place.
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Hamid Nobahar, an econom-
ic expert, in an interview with
Tasnim News Agency, while
explaining the position Iran’s oil
in the world’s energy equations,
said: Iran’s oil power cannot be
measured by daily production
volume or export levels at a giv-
en point in time. Iran’s position
in the global energy geography
is the result of a combination
of vast hydrocarbon reserves, a
long history of production, field
development capacity, access
to the Persian Gulf waters, and
proximity to the Strait of Hor-
muz—a waterway that, before
the disruptions of 2026, was
one of the world’s most impor-
tant energy transit routes.

He added: According to OPEC
data, Iran had approximately
208.6 billion barrels of proven
crude oil reserves at the end of
2024. Iran’s crude oil produc-
tion in 2024 was also about 3.26
million barrels per day, which
confirms Iran’s special position
in terms of possessing oil re-
sources.

This economic expert clari-
fied: To assess Iran’s oil power,
one must distinguish between
proven oil reserves, production
capacity, actual exports, and
the capacity to influence the
market. Large reserves do not
by themselves create market

L

power, and production capacity,
the ability to transport, and ac-
cess to markets are also of great
importance. The U.S. Energy In-
formation Administration (EIA)
has estimated that Iran’s crude
oil production capacity could re-
turn to about 3.8 million barrels
per day if sanctions restrictions
are lifted.

He continued: EIA data also
specify that Iran’s exports of
crude oil and condensates,
which were about 400,000 bar-
rels per day in 2020, reached
nearly 1.4 million barrels per
day in 2023 and were estimated
at about 1.5 million barrels per
day in the first eight months of
2024. China was the destination
for about 90 percent of Iran’s
crude oil and condensate ex-
ports in 2023. These statistics
on the one hand show Iran’s
capacity to maintain exports
under sanctions, and on the oth-
er hand reveal the importance
of diversifying export markets
to increase the country’s oil
maneuvering power.

Nobahar, referring to the po-
sition of the Strait of Hormuz,
said: Iran alone does not deter-
mine global oil prices, but the
country’s production capacity,
vast reserves, and geographical
location can affect supply bal-
ance and market expectations.
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Yast reserves, Hormuz, mfrastructure define lran
N .

The strategic Strait of Hormuz
increases this importance be-
cause it is the transit route for
major Persian Gulf producers’
oil to global markets.

He added: According to U.S. En-
ergy Information Administration
data, in 2023 about 20.9 million
barrels per day of crude oil, con-
densates, and petroleum prod-
ucts passed through the Strait of
Hormuz. Of this amount, about
14.9 million barrels per day
were crude oil and condensates,
which is equivalent to a large
portion of the world’s seaborne
oil trade, placing Hormuz's eco-
nomic importance beyond that
of a regional waterway.

He clarified: Hormuz's position
means that any disruption in the
strait affects the calculations of
refineries, shipping companies,
insurers, energy traders, and
oil-importing governments.

The energy economics expert
continued: The country’s oil
power does not stop at the
wellhead. Iran’s oil is part of a
network of production, storage,
export terminals, pipelines,
transport fleets, destination re-
fineries, and the financial sys-
tem. The more flexible this net-
work, the greater Iran’s ability to
economically utilize its reserves.
For this reason, developing ex-
port terminals outside the Hor-

muz area, increasing storage
capacity, diversifying custom-
ers, and strengthening energy
transmission infrastructure are
strategically important.
Referring to the Jask project, he
said: To reduce the vulnerability
of oil exports to constraints on
the Hormuz route, the country
has developed the Jask export
infrastructure and the Goreh-
Jask pipeline, with a nominal
capacity estimated at about one
million barrels per day. Iran’s oil
loading terminal capacity is also
estimated at over 8 million bar-
rels per day, indicating the exist-
ence of significant infrastructure
capacity in the country’s oil in-
dustry.

Regarding Iran’s export depend-
ence on China, he said: The Chi-
nese market is very important
for Iranian oil, but customer di-
versification can reduce market
concentration risk. According
to a Reuters report on August
21, 2026, Iran’s oil exports to
Chinese buyers in that month
reached about 534,000 barrels
per day, and it also reported a
reduction in floating oil inven-
tories from about 105 million
barrels to 80 million barrels.
The economic expert added:
Energy Security holds special
importance in these equations.
A country that possesses oil re-
sources but lacks transit routes,
export capacity, or diverse mar-
kets cannot fully utilize the eco-
nomic capacity of its resources.
Iran has a different position in
this regard; vast oil reserves,
considerable production, Asian
markets, access to the Persian
Gulf, and the development of
alternative export routes form a
set of interrelated capacities.

He emphasized: The develop-
ment of joint fields must also be
part of Iran’s oil power policy.
Increasing extraction from joint
fields, developing processing
infrastructure, and collecting
associated gases will both help
increase production and pre-
vent resource waste. Protecting
Iran’s share in joint fields is im-
portant because any lost pro-
duction in these fields can lead

§ oeopolitical ol wetoht: expert

to a reduction in the country’s
economic share of a shared re-
source.

This energy economics expert
said: Iran’s oil is also a geopo-
litical tool from that perspective,
but its power is not limited to re-
serve volume. The combination
of 208.6 hillion barrels of proven
reserves, production of about
3.26 million barrels of crude oil
per day in 2024, potential ca-
pacity of 3.8 million barrels per
day, exports of about 1.5 million
barrels per day in the first eight
months of 2024, and geograph-
ical position adjacent to Hormuz
has provided the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran with a set of capaci-
ty-building assets.

He added: The country’s oil pol-
icy must focus on converting
oil reserves into sustainable
oil power, meaning that every
barrel of oil produced should
be part of a policy of increas-
ing production capacity, market
diversification,  strengthening
export infrastructure, devel-
oping refining, and generating
sustainable foreign exchange
earnings. The government and
Ministry of Qil's attention in
the year 1405 (2026-2027) to
production continuity, facility
renovation, production capac-
ity development, and pursuing
joint fields in this direction is
commendable. What matters in
Iran’s oil industry is safeguard-
ing one of the most important
foundations of the country’s
economic and geopolitical pow-
er.

He noted: Whenever Iran’s oil
transforms from a source of
income into a powerful network
of production, investment, ex-
ports, refining, storage, and
energy diplomacy, the country’s
position in global equations will
become more robust. In this
equation, Hormuz is the knot
that connects Iran’s oil, Asia’s
energy security, and the global
economy to one another. It is
this connection that gives Iran’s
oil its geopolitical value and
transforms the protection of the
country’s oil capacity into an
economic and national priority.

PO offacral outimes 2-vear achievements i trade mfrastructure, export development

The Deputy Head of the Trade Promotion Organization of
Iran (TPO), outlining the organization’s most important
actions and achievements over the past two years, iden-
tified the development of trade infrastructure, strength-
ening Iran’s presence in target markets, targeted support
for exporters, and facilitation of foreign trade processes
as the main axes of the organization’s activities.
According to the Public Relations Department of the
Trade Promotion Organization of Iran, Morteza Salehi,
while congratulating Government Week, said in explain-
ing the two-year performance of TPO in the 14th gov-
ernment: Facilitation, reform, and streamlining of regula-
tions and trade processes were seriously placed on the
organization’s agenda, and by pursuing the removal of
obstacles facing economic activists, effective steps were
taken during this period to reduce the complexities of
order registration, customs clearance, and currency re-
patriation.

According to him; removing the restriction on editing
tariff codes in some order registrations and facilitating
processes related to imports and exports were among
the most important actions of the organization in this
period.

Salehi further, referring to the development of the net-
work of commercial attachés in export target countries,
said: The network of commercial attachés, as the organ-
ization’s field arm, plays an important role in introducing
Iran’s production and export capabilities and establish-
ing connections among economic activists. Therefore,
we have increased the number of commercial attachés
in export target countries to enhance their presence, fo-
cus more on target markets, and gain a more precise
understanding of the capacities, needs, and trade oppor-
tunities of countries.

He cited the development of trade centers in target mar-
kets as another important action of this period and said:
The establishment and strengthening of trade centers
enable the continuous and organized presence of Irani-
an companies in foreign markets and will help exporters

identify customers, develop distribution networks, and
continuously follow up on markets. In other words, the
organization’s approach in this area is to move from tem-
porary presence in markets towards creating sustainable
infrastructure for export development. Therefore, in the
past two years, we have issued initial licenses for more
than 10 trade and marketing centers for Iranian products
and services.

This official at the Trade Promotion Organization of Iran
also, referring to the actions taken in the field of domes-
tic and international exhibitions and events, stated: Facil-
itating the licensing process for holding exhibitions and
creating pavilions of the Islamic Republic of Iran in inter-
national events is one of the important tools for develop-
ing export markets. The targeted participation of Iranian
companies in specialized foreign exhibitions provides
the opportunity to introduce the country’s products and
capabilities, negotiate directly with buyers, and establish
new business connections. The organization strives to
smooth the path for the private sector’s participation in
these events by facilitating executive processes.

The Deputy Head of the Trade Promotion Organization
of Iran considered supporting exporters and utilizing the
capacity of export incentives as another axis of the or-
ganization’s performance and said: Export development
is not possible without backing economic activists and
compensating for some of the costs of presence in for-
eign markets.

Salehi, emphasizing the necessity of targeted support for
exporters, added: Export incentives should be employed
in the direction of market development, increasing the
competitiveness of Iranian goods and services, and
maintaining export markets. In this period, the organiza-
tion has tried to utilize existing capacities to more effec-
tively support export activists.

Referring to the role of exhibitions and trade events in
the development of non-oil exports, he added: In the year
1404 (2025-2026), the Trade Promotion Organization of
Iran issued licenses for holding 83 domestic internation-

al exhibitions and 132 foreign international exhibitions.
These events provide a suitable platform for introducing
the country’s production and export capabilities and es-
tablishing direct contact with target markets.

Salehi also announced approval for sending 105 trade
delegations abroad and said: These delegations were
dispatched with the aim of identifying export opportuni-
ties, developing economic cooperation, and establishing
connections between Iranian enterprises and foreign
parties.

He further briefly touched upon the organization’s per-
formance in emergency situations and said: During this
period, maintaining the stability of the foreign trade flow
and the supply chain was prioritized. Forming specialized
working groups for monitoring foreign trade, continuous
coordination with Customs, the Ports Organization, and
the private sector, monitoring international transport
routes, activating alternative corridors, accelerating or-
der registration processes, and coordinating to expedite
goods clearance were among the measures taken to pre-
vent disruption in the country’s trade process.

The Deputy Head of the Trade Promotion Organization
of Iran further, referring to the organization’s support for
the export of technical and engineering services, said:
The organization pursues the development of exports
of technical and engineering services as one of the im-
portant axes of the country’s foreign trade. Therefore, it
seriously supports capable companies and provides the
groundwork for their presence in international markets.
Salehi further, emphasizing the high capacity of export-
ing technical and engineering services in Iran, stated:
Service exports can play an important role in the devel-
opment of the country’s foreign trade, because exports
in this field did not undergo fundamental changes de-
spite the imposed wars of the past year. The export of
technical and engineering services in 1404 (2025-2026)
experienced a 230% growth compared to the previous
year, rising from 790 million dollars to 1 billion and 800
million dollars.
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Iran shifts to of-
fensive posture

Major General Mohsen Rezaei,
the newly appointed Secretary
of Iran’s Supreme National Se-
curity Council (SNSC), warned
on Saturday that the Islamic
Republic will respond decisively
to any country joining Washing-
ton’s economic warfare against
the nation.

“We will neutralize the econom-
ic war. America is backed into a
corner. Either they honor their
commitments, or they will have
to struggle to get out of that cor-
ner, which will make the situa-
tion worse,” General Rezaei said
during a televised interview.
Rezaei’s warning came after US
President Donald Trump threat-
ened a campaign of economic
coercion against Iran while is-
suing illegal threats of second-
ary sanctions against any nation
maintaining legitimate com-
mercial ties with Tehran. “We
tell all neighboring countries
not to enter the economic war
against Iran. Anyone who does
so will be considered a hostile
country,” General Rezaei said,
adding, “First, we will negotiate
with them and ask them not to
do this; if they continue, we will
target interests of that country.”
Following the unprovoked ille-
gal US-Israeli military aggres-
sion launched on February 28,
which targeted Iranian infra-
structure, the Armed Forces of
the Islamic Republic forced the
hostile coalition into a desperate
retreat, culminating in the April
8 ceasefire and the June 17
memorandum of understanding
(MoU). However, in blatant defi-
ance of international law, Wash-
ington reneged on its signed
commitments. Having suffered
a crushing defeat on the bat-
tlefield, Trump has now resort-
ed to a desperate campaign of
sanctions—arrogantly dubbed
“Economic D-Day”—in a futile
attempt to cover up Washing-
ton’s failed military strategy
against the Iranian nation.
Further in his remarks, Rezaei
stressed that Iran holds the
military capability to prevent oil
from passing through the en-
tire Persian Gulf if such hostile
measures are pursued. “If they
start such an action, we will not
allow a single drop of oil to pass
through the Persian Gulf. Oil will
leave neither through the Strait
of Hormuz nor through the
Persian Gulf. For now, we have
closed the Strait of Hormuz,
while we are not targeting the oil
in the Persian Gulf,” the SNSC
secretary said.

The top security official, mean-
while, ruled out any immediate
reopening of the strategic Strait
of Hormuz, emphasizing that
Washington must first take con-
crete, verifiable steps to honor
its previous commitments. He
pointed to an agreement be-
tween Iran and Oman regard-
ing the maritime pass. “This
commercial route is shared by
Iran and Oman.” He added,
“There is another identity here
that belongs to us. The Strait of
Hormuz is the gateway into the
Persian Gulf, and Oman has no
presence inside the Persian Gulf
proper. Therefore, we cannot re-
linquish our rightful control over
the Strait of Hormuz.”

Rezaei explained that Iran’s de-
fense strategy and diplomatic
conduct have fundamentally
transformed in response to the
recent American-Israeli military
aggression and lran’s deter-
mined retaliatory closure of the
strait.



Tuesday - August 25,2026 - No: 2180

ISFAHAN NEWS

Araghchi says US
pressure tactics
have failed as Iran
expands regional
diplomacy

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi has accused the United
States of reverting to failed eco-
nomic and military pressure tac-
tics against Tehran, while high-
lighting Iran’s parallel diplomatic
efforts with regional countries to
reduce tensions and strengthen
bilateral ties.

Speaking on Sunday at a cere-
mony at the mausoleum of Imam
Khomeini, the founder of the
Islamic Republic, Araghchi said
Washington’s latest economic
campaign was merely a repeti-
tion of previous pressure strate-
gies that had failed to force Iran
to change course.

He said successive US adminis-
trations had used different labels
for essentially the same policy,
citing the ‘crippling sanctions’
imposed during the Obama ad-
ministration, President Donald
Trump’s  ‘maximum  pressure’
campaign during his first term,
and the current campaign, so-
called ‘crushing sanctions.’
“Itis a repetitive film that they are
showing again, and we know it by
heart and know how to confront
and deal with it,” Araghchi said.
The foreign minister argued that
Washington’s return to economic
pressure after threats and mili-
tary action reflected frustration
over its inability to achieve its
objectives through other means.
“The fact that they have once
again resorted to their old plans
after military operations and
threats to strike and do this and
that shows that they are desper-
ate,” he said.

Araghchi  dismissed concerns
that Iran could be intimidated
by the prospect of an econom-
ic blockade, saying Tehran had
faced similar measures in the
past and would withstand the
latest campaign as well. He
maintained that the United States
should instead pursue engage-
ment based on respect, justice
and dignity.

“The Iranian nation responds to
the language of dignity with re-
spect,” he said.

At the same time, Tehran has
continued diplomatic contacts
with regional powers as tensions
persist across West Asia. Aragh-
chi held separate telephone talks
with Egyptian Foreign Minister
Badr Abdelatty and Pakistan’s
Army Chief, Field Marshal Asim
Munir, on the latest regional de-
velopments and efforts to contain
further escalation.

During his call with Abdelatty on
Saturday, the two foreign minis-
ters discussed developments in
the region, with particular atten-
tion to the Persian Gulf and the
Red Sea. They also exchanged
views on diplomatic initiatives
aimed at reducing tensions and
preventing further escalation.
In his conversation with Asim
Munir, Araghchi discussed re-
gional developments and ways
to promote peace, stability, and
security in West Asia, underscor-
ing the role of regional diplomacy
amid continuing tensions.

The combination of Araghchi’s
remarks and his diplomatic con-
tacts reflects Tehran’s dual ap-
proach of resisting ‘renewed US
pressure’ while maintaining en-
gagement with regional govern-
ments. Iran says it favors diplo-
macy based on mutual respect
and regional cooperation, while
rejecting economic or military
pressure as a means of influenc-
ing its policies.
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Ufa friendly
tournament

What Happens to Your body When

You Drmk Grape Jutce Every Day

Source:
By:

Drinking grape juice daily can boost your
heart and brain health thanks to its rich
plant compounds. However, since it con-
tains natural sugars and little fiber, mod-
eration is key.

1. Rich in Antioxidants

Grape juice is made by crushing and
pressing grapes, typically purple/Concord
or white varieties, and removing the skins
and seeds.1

Purple or red grape juices usually contain
more polyphenols and antioxidants than
white grape juice because these com-

pounds are concentrated in the skins and
seeds.2

Polyphenols in grapes, including flavo-
noids, resveratrol, and anthocyanins, help
protect cells from oxidative stress—an
imbalance between harmful free radicals
and antioxidants. These compounds act
as antioxidants, neutralizing free radicals
that can damage cells and speed up aging.
A 2021 meta-analysis of 17 randomized
controlled trials with 633 participants
found that grape products improved oxi-
dative stress biomarkers in humans, sug-

gesting they help strengthen the body’s
natural antioxidant defenses.3

2. Supports Heart Health

Grape juice contains compounds that may
help protect the endothelium, the inner
lining of blood vessels. This protection
supports smooth blood flow and reduces
plaque buildup.4

A 2023 review found that polyphenols
from grape products can improve blood
vessel function and reduce low-density
lipoprotein (LDL) oxidation, a key factorin
heart disease.5

Iran suffered a narrow 3-2 defeat to Be-
larus (25-21, 22-25, 21-25, 25-23, 7-15)
in the Ufa friendly tournament on Satur-
day.

Iran had previously lost 3-1 to Russia
and defeated Cuba 3-0 in their opening
two matches of the tournament.
Roberto Piazza’s side are using the tour-
nament as part of their preparations for

3. May Improve Cholesterol Levels
A 2021 review of 24 randomized con-
trolled trials found that consuming grape
products—such as grape juice, extracts,
or supplements—can improve cholester-
ol levels and other blood fats that impact
heart health.6

The review found that people who con-
sumed grape products had:6

* Lower total cholesterol (TC) and “bad”
LDL cholesterol, which can build up in
arteries.

* Lower oxidized LDL (oxLDL), a damaged

¥

the 2026 Asian Games, where Iran have
been drawn in Pool B alongside Indone-
sia, Thailand and Kyrgyzstan. The men’s
volleyball tournament at the 2026 Asian
Games will be the 20th edition of the
event.

It is organized by the Asian Volleyball
Confederation (AVC) in conjunction with
the Olympic Council of Asia (OCA).

form of cholesterol linked to plaque build-
up and heart disease.

* Higher “good” HDL cholesterol, which
helps remove excess cholesterol from the
body.

* Lower triglycerides (TG), another type of
fat in the blood.

In short, grape polyphenols—the natural
antioxidants in grapes—may improve the
body’s lipid profile by reducing harmful
cholesterol and boosting protective ones,
potentially supporting heart health over
time.6

Pakistan’s Chief of Defense Forces (CDF), Field Marshal Syed Asim Munir, will
travel to Tehran on Monday, leading a high-level official delegation to conduct
key strategic talks aimed at strengthening bilateral cooperation and advanc-
ing regional security. Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei
announced on Sunday that the visit centers on deepening diplomatic ties be-
tween Tehran and Islamabad, alongside advancing Pakistan’s active media-
tion efforts across West Asia. During his stay in the Iranian capital, Field Mar-
shal Munir is scheduled to engage with top Iranian diplomatic and military
leadership. This engagement follows high-level consultations between Irani-
an Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi and Field Marshal Munir, during which

NISOC stgns 50
Investment
contracts to

boost production,
reduce farng

The Director of Investment and Business
Development of the National Iranian Oil
Company said: With the aim of increas-
ing production, reducing gas flaring,
and developing operational capacities,
more than 30 investment contracts have
been signed in National Iranian South Oil
Company (NISQOC).

According to SHANA quoting the NISOC,
Amir Moghiseh, during a visit to the
investment plans and projects of the
company, referring to the growing trend
of private and non-governmental sector
participation in the oil industry, stated:
These projects are being implemented
with the aim of increasing production,
reducing gas flaring, developing pro-
cessing capacity, and strengthening the
country’s drilling capability.

Stating that the National Iranian South
Oil Company, as the largest crude oil
producer in the country, has been a pi-
oneer in developing private sector par-
ticipation in the upstream oil industry,
he added: In the second half of last year,
the trend of signing investment contracts
grew significantly, and these contracts
are focused on three main axes: collect-
ing associated gases and extinguishing
flares, crude oil processing, and provid-
ing onshore drilling rigs.

The Director of Investment and Business
Development of the National Iranian Oil
Company said: In the field of collecting
associated gases and flare gases, 23
contracts have been signed with the pri-
vate and non-governmental sectors, the
implementation of which will provide the
basis for extinguishing 57 flares in Khuz-
estan province.

Moghiseh added: The implementation of

B

these contracts has not stopped, and it
is predicted that by the end of this year,
about 400 million cubic feet of associ-
ated gas will be collected. Also, during
Government Week, 40 million cubic feet
of flare gas in the Khuzestan area will
be collected and prevented from being
burned.

Increasing processing capacity by
380,000 barrels

He cited contracts for purchasing
crude oil processing services using
skid-mounted rapid-installation equip-
ment as the second axis of cooperation
with the private sector and said: In this
sector, seven contracts have been signed
for seven oil fields, the implementation
of which will add 380,000 barrels per day
to the country’s oil processing capacity.
The Director of Investment and Business
Development of the National Iranian Oil
Company continued: This capacity is
equivalent to about 11 to 12 percent of
the country’s oil processing capacity,
which will be created with the participa-
tion of the private and non-governmental
sectors.

Moghiseh, referring to the progress of
some projects in line with or ahead of
the schedule, added: With the continu-
ation of support and cooperation of in-
vestors, it is possible to bring some of
these projects into operation earlier than
the scheduled date.

Providing services for 18 onshore drill-
ing rigs

He cited the provision of onshore drilling
rig services as the third axis of invest-
ments and said: Providing these services
is one of the prerequisites for develop-
ment, increase, and maintenance of

both sides reviewed pressing security challenges and evaluated collaborative
frameworks to secure long-term stability. This diplomatic initiative rests on
a deep historical foundation. Iran was the first country to formally recognize
Pakistan upon its independence in 1947, initiating decades of partnership
rooted in shared border defense, trade connectivity, and cultural ties. Over
the decades, Islamabad has repeatedly stepped forward as a trusted regional
mediator. Pakistan brokered a key memorandum of understanding (MoU)
between Iran and the United States on June 17, establishing framework terms
to cease hostilities. While subsequent US aerial strikes and naval blockades
disrupted the agreement, Pakistan had already demonstrated its diplomatic

production in the country’s onshore oil
fields.

The Director of Investment and Business
Development of the National Iranian Oil
Company added: The National Company
of South Qil-Rich Regions, within the
framework of public-private partnership
contracts, has assigned the provision of
services for 18 onshore drilling rigs to
the private and non-governmental sec-
tors.

Moghiseh, referring to the first onshore
rig supplied under the guaranteed pur-
chase scheme for onshore drilling rig
services, said: This rig was supplied and
brought into the country with private
sector investment and is currently being
set up, and will soon begin drilling oper-
ations in the Ab-Teymour field.
Emphasizing the support of the Nation-
al Iranian Oil Company for the presence
of the private sector in the upstream oil
industry, he stated: Utilizing the capacity
of the private sector in upstream projects
can pave the way for increasing produc-
tion and strengthening the capacities of
the oil industry in the next 5 to 10 years.
The Director of Investment and Business
Development of the National Iranian Oil
Company added: The investments made
in this field, in addition to increasing
production, can have positive effects in
terms of employment, development of
operational capacities, and increasing
the country’s foreign exchange earnings.
Moghiseh said: Based on the plan pre-
sented by investors, it is predicted that
in the next two to three months, a sig-
nificant number of additional rigs will be
supplied and brought into operational
areas.

Expulston of Irant-
an diplomats from

ave hilateral ties,
Telran warns

Iran has warned that France’s expulsion
of two Iranian diplomats could serious-
ly damage relations between Tehran
and Paris, after both countries took re-
ciprocal measures amid accusations of
diplomatic interference in Iran’s internal
affairs. Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Bagaei said on Sunday
that France’s action was “unjustifiable”
and potentially “destructive” to the
continuation of bilateral relations. He
stressed that relations between the two
countries should be based on mutual
respect, adherence to international law
and non-interference in each other's
domestic affairs.

Bagaei said Iran had acted after de-
termining that the French Embassy in
Tehran had exceeded its diplomatic
mandate and engaged in activities con-
trary to its responsibilities under the
1961 Vienna Convention on Diplomatic
Relations.

“As soon as we felt that the French em-
bassy was acting beyond its responsi-
bilities, we took action and announced
that two French diplomats must leave
Iran and would not be allowed to re-
turn,” he said.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry on Aug. 18 de-
clared two French diplomats working at
the French Embassy in Tehran persona
non grata and barred them from return-
ing to the country. The decision came
after Iranian authorities accused the
diplomats of engaging in activities that
violated international law and interfered
in Iran’s domestic affairs.

Paris could dam- ®

role by helping facilitate the April 8 ceasefire that paused the 39-day war that
the US and Israel launched on Iran on February 28. Tehran has repeatedly ex-
pressed its gratitude to Pakistan for its diplomatic support and conflict-reso-
lution efforts during critical moments of crisis. Beyond defense cooperation,
economic partnership remains central to their bilateral relationship. Under
comprehensive joint agreements, Tehran and Islamabad are actively expand-
ing cross-border infrastructure, trade market access, and energy links. These
initiatives aim to scale bilateral trade volume from over $3 billion to a targeted
$10 billion, reflecting a mutual commitment to leveraging shared geography
for long-term economic integration and regional peace.

The dispute escalated after Iran’s Intelli-
gence Ministry said on Aug. 15 that the
two diplomats had attended a secret
meeting in Tehran in July with individ-
uals linked to a major case involving
‘foreign infiltration and interference.’
Iranian authorities said the diplomats’
activities violated their diplomatic obli-
gations and Iranian law.

The Foreign Ministry said several weeks
had passed since the activities were
identified, but that France had taken no
measures to address the issue or pro-
vide assurances that similar conduct
would not be repeated.

Baqaei said Iran’s response had been
taken in accordance with international
law and that Tehran would continue
to issue warnings and take necessary
measures whenever it considered such
action warranted.

“Relations between Iran and France
must be based on mutual respect and
non-interference in each other’s internal
affairs,” he said, warning that France’s
retaliatory move could undermine the
future of bilateral relations.

The diplomatic dispute adds another
strain to relations between Tehran and
Paris, with both sides now having tak-
en reciprocal action against diplomats.
Iran believes that its measures were a
lawful response to ‘activities outside the
accepted scope of diplomatic duties,’
while France’s decision to expel Irani-
an diplomats has prompted a warning
from Tehran over the potential conse-
quences for bilateral ties.
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