Mtrawherries vs. Bananas: Which Is Better for Blood Sugar?
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South Pars first refin-
ery ready for sustaina-
ble gas production

The acting manager of South Pars
First Refinery announced the suc-
cessful completion of the refinery’s
major overhaul within one week and
said: The refinery is now ready for
sustainable production during the
cold season.

According to Mehr News Agency,
quoting the Public Relations Depart-
ment of South Pars Gas Complex,
Akbar Gholami, referring to the im-
plementation of the refinery’s major
overhaul from July 10 to 16, stated:
During this period, with precise plan-
ning and mobilization of specialized
facilities and capacities, a series of
important repair, preventive, and op-
erational activities were carried out
with the aim of increasing equipment
reliability, enhancing operational
readiness, and ensuring production
continuity.

He added: During this operation,
the catalysts of the mercaptan re-
moval units of two gas trains were
replaced, and calibration of safety
valves of operational units was per-
formed to increase safety and ensure
proper equipment performance.
The acting manager of South Pars
First Refinery continued: Replace-
ment of the jacket line of the sulfur
recovery unit, periodic and annual
maintenance of export and propane
compressors of two gas trains, and
periodic maintenance of steam boil-
ers and water desalination units of
the utility units were among other
important measures taken during
this overhaul period.

Gholami, referring to the importance
of stable energy and electricity sup-
ply for the refinery, said: In the elec-
tricity sector, review and preventive
maintenance of power generators,
replacement of chargers of power
stations, and replacement of UPS
units of LARs 3 and 4 were carried
out, and the PPM (planned preven-
tive maintenance) process of electri-
cal and instrumentation equipment
at the LAR stations of gas trains
was implemented with the aim of
preventing failures and increasing
equipment reliability.

He also reported on leak repair op-
erations on the caustic lines of the
gas odorizing unit and stated: Repair
and replacement of defective parts
of amine and glycol pumps were
carried out in this maintenance pro-
gram, which plays an important role
in increasing the readiness and relia-
bility of process equipment.
Reliance on capability of domestic
specialists and domestic manufac-
turing capacity

The acting manager of the First Re-
finery, emphasizing the approach
of the South Pars Gas Complex in
maximizing the use of domestic
capacities, stated: The implemen-
tation of this volume of specialized
activities in a short period is the re-
sult of coherent planning, technical
knowledge of specialized personnel,
and the utilization of domestic com-
panies and manufacturers.
Gholami added: In this major over-
haul, the capabilities of domestic
specialists and Iranian goods and
equipment were given special atten-
tion, and efforts were made by uti-
lizing the capacity of domestic man-
ufacturers and suppliers, in addition
to reducing dependence on foreign
sources, to pave the way for the de-
velopment of domestic manufactur-
ing capabilities and the continuation
of sustainable production.
Referring to the activity of 200
skilled and efficient personnel during
the overhaul period, he said: These
personnel, with  round-the-clock
efforts and adherence to safety re-
quirements, played a role in the
successful implementation of the
maintenance program, and the entire
set of activities was carried out with
the aim of restoring equipment to
optimal operational conditions and
increasing the refinery’s readiness.
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Non-oil export stands at SIb in near 5 months

The head of Iran’s Customs
Administration said: Non-oil ex-
ports from the beginning of this
Iranian year (March 21) until
August 16 have reached nearly
$15 billion, and imports have
reached $17 billion, although
compared to the same period
last year, there has been an av-
erage decline of 24 percent.
According to IRNA, Foroud
Asgari said on Tuesday at the
43rd meeting of the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce Board
of Representatives, referring
to the latest status of the coun-
try’s foreign trade: In the import
sector, policies have been im-
plemented in such a way that
goods with foreign currency
priority are at the top, and for
this reason, imports of some
unnecessary or low-priority
items have decreased.

Asgari, referring to the decline
in mobile phone imports, stat-
ed: In the first five months of
last year, about 3,160,000 mo-
bile phones were imported into
the country, but this year, im-
ports of this product reached 1
million devices, which in terms
of value has decreased by about
70 percent.

The head of Iran’s Customs
Administration ~ emphasized:
Currently, the priority of the
Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade is to supply raw ma-
terials needed by production
units, and for this reason, the
focus of import policies is on
goods that directly play a role in
the production cycle.

Referring to car import sta-
tistics, he said: So far, 25,000
cars have been cleared, which
shows a 67 percent growth
compared to the same period
last year.

The head of Iran’s Customs
Administration referred to the
situation of essential goods in
the country’s ports and said:
Of the total imports of 39 mil-
lion tons, about 9.5 million tons
are related to essential goods,
of which 4.5 million tons are
currently available in 13 ports
of the country.

According to him, of this
amount, about 3 million tons
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of essential goods are stored in
Imam Khomeini Port and about
1 million tons in 12 other ports.
Asgari  added:  Currently,
145,000 tons of goods are
being unloaded, and about
500,000 tons are waiting for
unloading at anchorage.
Emphasizing the need to fa-
cilitate port and customs op-
erations to meet the country’s
needs in a timely manner, he
noted: Iran’s Customs is trying
to ensure that the clearance
process for essential goods and
priority items continues without
interruption.

The head of the Customs Ad-
ministration of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran, explaining the
set of measures taken to facil-
itate foreign trade and reduce
barriers to goods clearance,
announced the formulation
and follow-up of new packages
in the customs sector, the ex-
tension of emergency permits
until the end of September, and
some reforms aimed at accel-
erating the delivery of goods to
production units.

Appreciating the efforts of
merchants and those involved
in this sector under difficult
circumstances, he stated: All
emergency permits that were
valid until June 14 have been
extended until the end of Sep-
tember with government ap-
proval.

Asgari added: This includes var-
ious approvals that have been
approved or communicated in
the form of 65-item, 12-item,
and 11-item customs packag-
es, and economic operators can
take advantage of these capaci-
ties until the end of September.
In recent months, efforts have
been made to remove some
of the obstacles in the path of
foreign trade and goods clear-
ance by using legal capacities
and obtaining permission from
competent authorities, so that
goods can enter the production
and consumption cycle more
quickly.

He continued: In this process,
there was good empathy and
cooperation among the au-
thorities responsible for issu-
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ing legal permits, including the
National Standards Organiza-
tion, the Ministry of Health, the
quarantine sector, environmen-
tal agencies, and other bodies,
and this coordination helped
resolve some administrative
bottlenecks in the goods clear-
ance process.

The head of Iran’s Customs Ad-
ministration, referring to some
obstacles arising from proce-
dures, legal requirements, and
systems, said: In cases where
existing formalities led to delays
in the trade process, we tried to
provide operational solutions
to overcome these obstacles
by obtaining permission from
higher authorities, including
in the areas of tracking codes,
goods valuation, tariffs, order
registration, and other issues
that economic operators face in
the systems.

Asgari stated: Within this
framework, 6,300 cars were re-
leased from the country’s cus-
toms without tracking codes,
for which necessary permits
were obtained from the Su-
preme National Security Coun-
cil and the Central Bank to allow
these vehicles to be cleared.

He continued: Also, in some
cases, due to special circum-
stances, the required permits
were obtained for the clear-
ance of goods from various
regions and entry points, and
these measures overall helped
smooth out some commercial
processes.

Formulation of a proposed
customs package hefore the
crisis

The head of Iran’s Customs Ad-
ministration, stating that cus-
toms had previously anticipated
the possibility of some crisis
conditions and their effects on
trade, said: Accordingly, a set
of proposals and solutions was
prepared in the form of an ex-
pert package to identify poten-
tial obstacles to foreign trade
and goods clearance and to
decide on removing them.

He added: This package was
compiled and submitted to rel-
evant officials for review and
decision-making. Its text was

also sent to a number of rep-
resentatives and private sector
activists, including chamber of
commerce officials, so that they
would be informed of customs’
direction for facilitating trade.
According to him, these pro-
posals have a total of about 30
clauses, most of which relate to
the government and are sched-
uled to be reviewed in the Eco-
nomic Commission meeting.
The goal is for goods to reach
factories, production units, or
consumption points as quick-
ly as possible and to prevent
unnecessary stoppages, cost
increases, and accumulation at
entry points.

The head of Iran’s Customs
Administration stated that one
of the key axes of this package
is the principle of non-stoppage
of goods at border entry points,
and said: Based on this ap-
proach, only primary controls
such as quarantine, health, and
environmental checks are per-
formed at the border, and other
permits and complementary
processes can be pursued sub-
sequently without unnecessari-
ly holding up the goods.

He added: Numerous meetings
have been held with officials of
relevant bodies, including in the
areas of standards and health,
and the necessary approvals
have been arranged. According
to Asgari, if this bill is finalized
and goes through legal proce-
dures, a major transformation
will occur in the goods clear-
ance process.

Asgari, referring to one of the
important problems at the
country’s entry points, stated:
One of the reasons for goods
stoppage is the multiple sam-
pling by various agencies. Ac-
cordingly, it was proposed that
a specific timeframe be set for
sampling, and that samples
taken at the border be examined
and tested during the transit pe-
riod or at the destination.

He explained: For example, if
goods enter through the bor-
der and are transited to a des-
tination like Isfahan, the tests
related to the sample taken
should be conducted while the
goods are in transit. If the rel-
evant authority fails to conduct
the test or announce the result
within the stipulated time, the
goods should not remain at the
border for an extended period.
In some cases, it has also been
proposed that goods be trans-
ferred to the owner's ware-
house with a non-consumption
undertaking, both to reduce
warehousing and waiting costs
and to maintain the oversight
capability of the responsible
authorities.

The Deputy Minister of Econo-
my also said: Another proposal
is that for goods such as wheat
and similar items that require
input from multiple agencies,
instead of each agency taking
separate samples, a single
sampling be conducted at the

time of the ship’s or truck’s
presence at the border, and the
result be made available to all
relevant agencies.

Referring to goods subject
to health and special storage
requirements, he said: Some
goods, if left in public ware-
houses or unsuitable environ-
ments, suffer quality degrada-
tion or spoilage. Accordingly,
it has been proposed that such
goods be kept in cold stor-
age or the owner’s warehouse
under the supervision of the
permitting authority until for-
malities are completed. This
measure both helps preserve
the quality of the goods and
prevents additional costs from
being imposed on the econom-
ic operator.

Asgari referred to another im-
portant issue for economic
operators and said: One of the
issues that has always caused
problems for traders is the
precedence of order registra-
tion over goods arrival. While
the speed of goods entry into
the country and logistics pro-
cesses in many cases outpaces
administrative bureaucracy, it is
possible that goods enter a free
zone, port, or border, but the or-
der registration process has not
yet been finalized.

He added: Our proposal is that
if goods have entered the coun-
try and their order registration
has been issued after entry,
clearance should be possible
provided that the necessary
regulations and controls are
observed. According to the
head of Customs, this issue is
particularly important for goods
that require further scrutiny in
terms of value, year of man-
ufacture, or certain specifica-
tions, and could resolve some
of the administrative bottle-
necks.

The head of Iran’s Customs
Administration also announced
the proposal of three important
axes in the Economic Commis-
sion and said: One of the main
axes is imports without foreign
currency transfer, another is
supply from one’s own foreign
currency, and also imports
against exports.

He noted: In some cases, the
requirement to obtain a source
code or banking tracking codes
prolongs the trade process.
Therefore, proposals have been
put forward in this regard that
go beyond existing procedures,
and decisions are to be made
on them with the presence of
relevant bodies including the
Central Bank. In the sector of
imports without foreign cur-
rency transfer and some sim-
ilar methods, the Ministry of
Industry, Mining and Trade has
also provided cooperation, and
this matter is being pursued
with the proposal of relevant
officials so that ultimately an
implementable and reliable de-
cision is made for economic
operators.

[ran-Malaysia relatmnsadvanee through hlgher education cooperation

On Tuesday, August 18, Muhammad Hamizam Kamaru-
zaman, the chargé d’affaires of the Malaysian Embassy
in Tehran, met Abbas Qanbari Baghestan, the deputy
head of the Students Affairs Organization of the Iranian
Ministry of Science, Research and Technology, to ex-
plore ways to promote higher education cooperation to
further advance bilateral relations.

Building on this momentum in academic diplomacy,
Malaysia continues to deepen its longstanding partner-
ship with Iran through its flagship Malaysian Technical
Cooperation Program (MTCP), which has been operat-
ing in Iran for years. On November 29, the Malaysian
Embassy in Tehran hosted its annual dinner reunion for
MTCP alumni, bringing together Iranian professionals
from academia, government, and industry who have

completed the program.
Ambassador Khairi bin Omar, who led the gathering,
emphasized that MTCP—established in 1980—has
welcomed over 70 Iranian participants since 2002, of-
fering training in technology, economics, agriculture,

and other critical fields. In his address, the Ambassador
described the alumni as “Friends of Malaysia” and urged
them to serve as advocates for stronger bilateral ties,
while reaffirming Malaysia’s commitment to sharing
technical expertise and building a lasting global commu-
nity of leaders. Attendees praised the evening as highly
productive and inspiring, with Ambassador Omar reit-
erating that the embassy remains open to alumni ideas
for advancing mutual prosperity. The MTCP, he noted,
is more than a training course—it is the foundation of

a lifelong partnership that continues to enrich both na-

tions’ policy frameworks and professional networks. As
Malaysia seeks to elevate relations with Iran, the alumni
network is viewed as a key bridge for unlocking even
deeper cooperation in the years ahead.
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From south to
north: How Iran is
redefining trade
routes in crisis
times

As geopolitical tensions continue
to strain maritime traffic through
the Strait of Hormuz, Iran has
demonstrated that its foreign
trade is far from vulnerable. By
rapidly developing northern ports
and expanding railway infrastruc-
ture, the country is successfully
diversifying its trade routes and
ensuring the continued flow of
essential goods.

According to the Ports and Mar-
itime Organization (PMO), load-
ing and unloading operations
at Iran’s northern ports have in-
creased significantly, rising from
18 percent to 30 percent in the
current Iranian calendar year.
Mohammad Shakibi-Nasab, Dep-
uty Minister of Transport and Ur-
ban Development and Managing
Director of the PMO, attributed
this growth to a strategic shift
in response to reduced shipping
activity in southern waters. “Fol-
lowing the reduction in the arrival
of goods and ships to southern
ports, a support package was
prepared with the aim of support-
ing the private sector, preserving
human capital, and preventing
workforce layoffs,” he stated.
The PMO’s support package
has proven effective. Despite
the prolonged siege conditions,
no significant layoffs have oc-
curred among private sector
companies active in the ports.
Shakibi-Nasab emphasized that
the core of the initiative was
workforce protection, and the
organization is now planning
further measures to strengthen
the resilience of private firms by
increasing their share of gener-
ated revenues.

In parallel, the Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) has been
pursuing an aggressive agenda
to develop alternative logistics
routes. Mohammad Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi, head of the TPO, con-
firmed that railway capacity has
doubled compared to the same
period last year, while northern
ports have seen a capacity in-
crease of over 60 percent. “In this
short period of time, significant
measures have been taken in the
logistics sector, and alternative
routes are being rapidly devel-
oped,” he said.

Acknowledging that sea routes
remain more cost-effective and
convenient, Dehnavi noted that
Iran’s extensive land borders with
neighboring countries provide a
valuable advantage. “The devel-
opment of other routes can com-
pensate for part of this shortfall,”
he explained.

To further facilitate trade, the
government has introduced a
180-day extension of the import
deadline, direct currency trans-
actions, and reforms to the order
registration process. The Minis-
try of Industry, Mining and Trade
has prioritized the supply of raw
materials to domestic industries,
ensuring that production and em-
ployment are maintained despite
external pressures.

While challenges remain—in-
cluding border congestion and
increased costs in some are-
as—Iran’s proactive approach
to diversifying its trade corridors
underscores a clear message: the
country is not helpless in the face
of maritime disruptions. With
northern ports gaining capacity
and railways expanding at record
speed, Iran is building a more re-
silient and adaptable trade infra-
structure for the future.
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The first Tehran derby of the 2026/27 Iran
Persian Gulf Professional League (PGPL)
Tehran season will be held at Isfahan’s Naghsh-e Ja-
erby to  nen Stadium, vith Esteghial and Persepolis
set to meet in the fifth week of the compe-
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be held in stion.

The highly anticipated clash will take place on
ISfahan Wednesday, Sept. 2, at 7:30 p.m. local time.
Esteghlal will be the designated home team

for the match, which will see the two Tehran
giants face off outside the capital.

The fixture is expected to attract significant
attention from football fans across Iran, with
both clubs aiming to make a strong start to
the new campaign.

The Naghsh-e Jahan Stadium will provide
the stage for one of Iranian football’s most
prestigious and fiercely contested rivalries.

People’s food se-
curity not disrupted
even for a single
hour in recent
imposed wars:
minister

The Minister of Agriculture stated
that during the two recent im-
posed wars, the enemy sought
to undermine the Iranian people’s
resilience by threatening food se-
curity, and said: “People’s food
security was not disrupted even
for a single hour in any part of the
country, and with the measures
taken, we witnessed no famine or
shortages.”

According to IRNA, Gholamreza
Nouri Ghezelieh, speaking at a
press conference, referred to the
two years that have passed since
the start of the 14th government’s
activities, presented a report on
the ministry’s performance and
said: “From the very first day of
its activities, the 14th govern-
ment faced the machinations of
foreigners and enemies, and this
trend has continued to this day.”
He added: “Over the past more
than two and a half years, the
government has not had a sin-
gle calm and worry-free day. We
witnessed many events and inci-
dents, including the return of the
snapback mechanism, the 12-day
and 40-day imposed wars, and
the most severe drought in recent
years. These factors combined
to put the 14th government to a
great test”

The Minister of Agriculture de-
scribed the agricultural sector
and food security as important
components in ensuring national
security and societal resilience,
and said: “Not even a single day
of imbalance or shortage in this
area can be tolerated. For this
reason, the enemies’ prediction
during the two recent imposed
wars was that Iran’s food security
would collapse within 21 days.
That is why they employed all
their capabilities through naval
blockades and port blockades.”
Nouri Ghezelieh added: “While
according to UN resolutions and
their additional protocols, food
and medicine are exempt under
wartime conditions, the criminal
enemy has trampled all of these.”
Stating that despite all the prob-
lems, including sanctions and
naval blockades, what the people
witnessed was that Iran’s food
security was not disrupted for a
single day or even a single hour
in any part of the country, he
said: “Unlike smaller countries
where shops became empty and
reserves ran out during wars,
this problem did not occur dur-
ing the imposed war in Iran, and
the country’s food inventory was
secured; although costs and final
prices increased under the influ-
ence of war and blockade condi-
tions, and this cost was imposed
on the people.”

The Minister of Agriculture em-
phasized: “Despite numerous is-
sues and problems over the past
months, food security has no
problems, and in this area the en-
emies have become desperate.”

Strawherries vs. Bananas; Which
Is Better for Blood Sugar?

Source:
By:

For blood sugar, strawberries may be
a better choice than bananas because
they contain less sugar and carbohy-
drates per serving. Still, both fruits can
fit into a blood sugar-friendly diet, espe-
cially when paired with protein, fiber, or
healthy fats.

What Strawberries Do for Blood Sugar
Strawberries and bananas are two nu-
trient-dense fruits that are recommend-
ed as part of a well-balanced diet. Both
fruits contain dietary fiber, vitamins,
minerals, and antioxidants. However,
due to key differences in their nutritional
profiles, strawberries are best for blood

sugar management. Here’s why:

e Strawberries have a lower glycemic
index (Gl) and glycemic load (GL) than
bananas. Strawberries have a Gl of 34-
46 and a GL of 1.3-5.6, which are both
considered low. These low scores indi-
cate that strawberries raise blood sugar
slowly and do not cause spikes.1

e Strawberries are a low-carbohydrate
fruit. A one-cup serving of strawber-
ries contains 11 grams (g) of carbo-
hydrate, while one medium banana
contains 27 g of carbohydrate.23 Car-
bohydrates are the macronutrient with
the greatest impact on blood sugar,

which means that low carbohydrate
foods (like strawberries) don’t in-
crease blood sugar as much as higher
carbohydrate foods.4

» Strawberries are an excellent source of
dietary fiber. Like other fruits, including
bananas and strawberries, dietary fiber
is a type of carbohydrate that supports
blood sugar management. Research
shows that increasing fiber intake may
reduce hemoglobin Aic (HbA1c) and
fasting blood sugar levels in adults with
type 2 diabetes.5

* Antioxidants in strawberries are linked
to blood sugar benefits. Strawberries

are high in antioxidants like vitamin C,
anthocyanins, and ellagic acid. These an-
tioxidants are thought to support blood
sugar management by reducing oxida-
tive stress and inflammation that may
inhibit insulin secretion. This hormone
helps glucose (sugar) from food enter
cells during digestion.

Bananas Are a Better Source of Energy
Although both fruits provide fuel and
nutrients for your body, bananas are a
better source of ready-to-use energy.

e Bananas contain more carbohydrates
than strawberries. One medium banana
contains 27 g of carbohydrate, while

one cup of strawbetries contains 11 g of
the macronutrient.23 Garbohydrates are
your body’s preferred source of energy
as they are quickly digested and convert-
ed to energy as needed.7

e Compared to strawberries, a standard
banana serving contains twice as many
calories. Calories are a measure of how
much energy from nutrients a food will
provide. As your body uses and produc-
es new energy, you need to take in more
calories to sustain it.8

* Bananas are an excellent source of po-
tassium.

* Bananas are high in vitamin B6.

A tripartite meeting of representatives from Iran, the Eurasian Group on
Combating Money Laundering and Financing of Terrorism (EAG), and the
Financial Information Center of the Republic of Uzbekistan was held virtu-
ally, focusing on the development of international cooperation in combating

money laundering and financing of terrorism.

According to a report by IRNA from the Financial Information Center, this
specialized meeting, hosted by the Financial Information Center of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran, was convened with the aim of operationalizing Paragraph
9 of the EAG technical assistance program to Iran, with the participation of
representatives from this body, the Financial Information Center of Uzbeki-

stan, and the Central Bank of Iran.

The main focus of these discussions was the transfer of experiences in finan-
cial intelligence analysis methods and examining mechanisms for develop-

ing international cooperation.

Participants in this meeting, while analyzing existing challenges, emphasized
the necessity of enhancing the effectiveness of anti-money laundering sys-

tems in the Eurasia region.

The parties also evaluated areas for developing bilateral and multilateral co-

1 1
Iran’s Deputy Agriculture Minister for planning and
Economy Affairs met with the Minister of Agriculture
and Food of Belarus, emphasizing the development
of bilateral cooperation in the fields of agricultural
fertilizers, machinery, and joint investment.
According to Mehr News Agency, Akbar Fathi, Iran’s
Deputy Agriculture Minister for planning and Econo-
my Affairs, met and held talks with Yuri Gorlov, Min-

Group in December 2023.

transactions.

ister of Agriculture and Food of the Republic of Bela-
rus, on the sidelines of the 7th meeting of the Policy
Council of Agriculture and Industry of the Eurasian
Economic Union, held in Almaty, Kazakhstan.

During the meeting, the capacities and areas for de-
veloping agricultural and economic cooperation be-
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran and the Republic
of Belarus were reviewed, and both sides empha-

operation and shared their local experiences in aligning regulatory standards.
Holding this meeting is considered a strategic step towards implementing
the provisions of the Memorandum of Understanding on cooperation be-
tween Iran and the Financial Information Center of Uzbekistan; a document
that was signed on the sidelines of the 37th Main Meeting of the Eurasia

Analysts assess the recent meeting as indicative of a transition from purely
diplomatic interactions to executive and operational cooperation, which can
lead to the strengthening of Iran’s position in regional financial systems and
maximum utilization of the Eurasia Group’s capacities.

These multilateral cooperations take place as strengthening financial ties
with neighboring countries and members of the Eurasia Group plays a key
role in reducing financial risks and enhancing transparency in cross-border

The Eurasian group on combating money laundering and financing of terror-
ism (EAG) is a FATF-style regional body which comprises 9 countries: Bela-
rus, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, India, Russia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan
and Uzbekistan. EAG is an associate member of the FATF.

[ran, Belarus to expand agricultural cooperation

sized the need to strengthen bilateral interactions
and utilize existing capacities to develop trade and
investment in the agricultural sector.

Cooperation in supplying potash and phosphate
fertilizers

One of the main axes of the negotiations was the
continuation and development of cooperation be-
tween the two countries in the supply and trade of
potash and phosphate fertilizers. In this regard, ex-
isting capacities for expanding trade cooperation, as
well as examining areas for joint investment in the
production and supply of agricultural inputs, were
taken into consideration.

The Iranian side, referring to the importance of sus-
tainable supply of inputs needed by the agricultural
sector, emphasized the use of capacities of EAEU
member states to diversify input supply sources and
develop long-term cooperation.

Also during this meeting, capacities for joint co-
operation in the field of agricultural machinery and
equipment were discussed and exchanged.

Both sides emphasized identifying the capacities of
manufacturing companies and private sector activ-
ists of the two countries and paving the way for the
development of exchanges, technology transfer, and
joint investments in the field of agricultural machin-
ery and equipment.

Expanding trade in agricultural and food products
The development of trade in agricultural and food

products between Iran and Belarus was another
focus of this meeting. Within this framework, exist-
ing capacities for increasing trade exchanges in the
fields of poultry meat, dairy products, and various
fruits were reviewed, and the need to facilitate trade
and create suitable grounds for greater presence
of producers and exporters of the two countries in
each other’s markets was emphasized.

Also, the issue of developing trade relations and
utilizing the capacities of existing agreements and
mechanisms to increase the volume of agricultural
and food product exchanges between the two coun-
tries was taken into consideration.

Emphasis on joint investment and deepening ag-
ricultural relations

At the end of this meeting, both sides emphasized
the continuation of consultations and follow-up on
the issues raised with the aim of developing joint
investments, increasing agricultural trade, strength-
ening cooperation in the field of inputs and agricul-
tural machinery, and creating new opportunities for
private sector cooperation.

The meeting was held within the framework of the
programs of the 7th Policy Council of Agriculture
and Industry of the Eurasian Economic Union and
in line with strengthening the agricultural diplomacy
of the Islamic Republic of Iran and developing eco-
nomic interactions with the member states of this
union.
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