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{ran economy ministek
dismisses U.S. ©
precedented” threat
as policy frustration

sign

In response to U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent’s recent warning that
Washington would impose measures
against Iran “never seen before,”
Iran’s Economy Minister Seyed Ali
Madanizadeh characterized the re-
marks not as a display of American
strength but as an indication of poli-
cy frustration after repeated pressure
campaigns have failed to yield their
intended results.

The minister's remarks come as fol-
lows:

The U.S. Treasury Secretary’s recent
remarks and his attempt to portray
Iran’s economy as being in “unprec-
edented isolation” are less a sign of
strength than an indication of policy
frustration after failing to achieve the
intended objectives against the Iranian
people. When successive instruments
of economic pressure have been test-
ed without producing the expected
results, repeating economic threats
in increasingly sweeping terms does
not alter the realities on the ground.
The Iranian people are no strangers
to such rhetoric or to repeated claims
of unprecedented pressure. For years,
each new round of pressure has been
presented as “unprecedented.” Yet
Iran has remained standing, continued
to trade and produce, and maintained
plans for its economic future. This
does not mean that the economic
impact of external pressure is being
denied or minimized. The govern-
ment’s responsibility is to mitigate
the effects of any external pressure
through sound economic policymak-
ing, structural reforms, and support
for production and household live-
lihoods. The difference today is that
Iran’s economy is increasingly moving
toward greater domestic capacity, a
more diversified trading-partner base,
stronger use of regional economic
opportunities, and reduced vulnera-
bility to external pressure. The Unit-
ed States should understand that the
same nation that defended its country
with solidarity and resilience on the
battlefield and in the streets will not
surrender to economic pressure and
threats either. The government and the
people are not two separate fronts in
this arena. The government’s respon-
sibility is to build a stronger econo-
my and protect people’s livelihoods
and businesses, while public trust
and support will remain the principal
source of strength for that effort. Iran’s
response to economic threats is not a
war of words or reciprocal threats. It
is to build an economy that becomes
less vulnerable to sanctions with each
passing day. The greater the external
pressure, the more urgent it becomes
for us to pursue economic reform,
strengthen domestic production, ex-
pand regional trade, develop financial
and commercial channels, and make
greater use of the country’s internal
capacities. Another reality should not
be overlooked: efforts to disrupt trade
and energy flows in one of the world’s
most strategically important economic
regions do not come without costs to
the global economy. Those who speak
of Iran’s “economic isolation” should
also be prepared to account for the
consequences of their policies for
global markets, international trade and
energy security. We see the future of
[ran’s economy not in Washington, but
in Iran’s factories, Iranian businesses,
the capabilities of the country’s young
population, economic ties with neigh-
boring countries and trading partners,
and structural reforms at home. The
[ranian people have not grown tired
of hearing repeated threats; they have
become accustomed to them. What
matters is that, rather than becoming
trapped in a war of words, we demon-
strate through economic activity,
reform and the strengthening of na-
tional economic capacity that the era
in which such rhetoric could influence
the decisions and resolve of the Irani-
an people has passed.

¢
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[ran urges agricultural eooperatmn among EAEL member states

Iran’s Deputy Minister of Agri-
culture emphasized the devel-
opment of agricultural cooper-
ation, expansion of agricultural
trade, and utilization of the ca-
pacities of the member states of
the Eurasian Economic Union.

According to IRNA report from
the Ministry of Agriculture, Ak-
bar Fathi, at the seventh meet-
ing of the Agricultural Policy
Council of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union held in Almaty,
Kazakhstan, while pointing to
the importance of developing

regional cooperation in the ag-
ricultural sector, deemed it nec-
essary to strengthen economic,
trade, and investment relations
between Iran and the member
states of the Eurasian Econom-
ic Union.

He referred to Iran’s capacities
in various fields of agriculture,
food industries, greenhouse
products, machinery, process-
ing industries, and halal food
production, and stated: The
development of agricultural
cooperation among the mem-
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ber states of the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union can pave the way
for increasing trade exchanges,
developing joint investments,
and creating new markets for
agricultural products.

The Deputy for Planning and
Economy of the Ministry of Ag-
riculture described the expan-
sion of agricultural trade and
facilitation of exchanges among
the member states of the Eur-
asian Economic Union as im-
portant axes of future coopera-
tion and added: In this regard,

identifying market capacities of
member states, removing trade
barriers, strengthening com-
munication between private
sectors, and establishing ef-
fective mechanisms to increase
exports and imports of agricul-
tural products are essential.

He also declared the optimal
use of production factors and
resources, especially lands,
expansion of processing and
complementary industries,
enhancement of added value,
reduction of losses, and com-
pletion of agricultural and food
value chains as opportunities
for agro-industries, and said:
Providing legal frameworks, fa-
cilitating financing, and offering
scientific, technical, and com-
mercial consultations can help
expand the activities of private
agro-industries and improve
their profitability.

Fathi also, pointing to the ca-
pacity of the member states of
the Eurasian Economic Union in
the fields of natural resources,
agricultural lands, and produc-
tion, emphasized the necessity
of targeted use of extraterritori-
al cultivation capacity and joint
investment.

He added: Implementing joint
production and agricultural pro-
jects in countries with capacity
can, while helping to ensure
sustainable supply of products
and needed inputs, provide
the ground for more active
presence of the private sector
and development of economic
cooperation among regional
countries.

The Deputy for Planning and
Economy of the Ministry of Ag-
riculture, in another part of his

remarks, deemed it necessary
to strengthen agricultural di-
plomacy and continue special-
ized dialogues among regional
countries to achieve common
goals, and stated: Iran is ready
to utilize existing capacities to
develop bilateral and multilat-
eral cooperation in the agricul-
tural sector and cooperate with
member states of the Eurasian
Economic Union in the path of
increasing trade, investment,
technology transfer, and de-
velopment of agricultural value
chains.

He referred to halal food pro-
duction in Iran and added: The
halal brand guarantees the
health and quality of food; all
agricultural and food products
in Iran are produced and sup-
plied in halal form, which fortu-
nately, due to health assurance,
its demand in global markets is
increasing.

Fathi continued: Recognition
of halal food within the frame-
work of the Eurasian Economic
Union provides an opportunity
for access to the population of
member states as well as ac-
cess to global markets, espe-
cially Southeast Asia and West
Asia.

The Deputy Minister of Agricul-
ture, in conclusion, emphasized
the importance of continuing
specialized meetings, following
up on agreements, and trans-
forming existing capacities
into operational and economic
projects, and said: The devel-
opment of agricultural coopera-
tion can play an effective role in
deepening economic relations
and securing common interests
of regional countries.

Iran rules ont talks on extension of Islamabad Mol

In a weekly press briefing on Monday, Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei addressed multiple
critical issues, firmly ruling out any negotiations on ex-
tending the 60 days stipulated in the Islamabad Mem-
orandum of Understanding (MoU) while emphasizing
that the United States has violated the agreement from
its inception.

Bagaei also reiterated Iran’s demand for Qatar to clarify
the status of three missing fighter pilots, dismissed re-
ports of backchannel talks between Washington and the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) as “fabricated,”
and asserted that regional states have concluded the
United States is an unreliable security partner.

No extension of Islamabad MoU

Addressing the most pressing issue of the briefing,
Bagaei categorically rejected any discussion on extend-
ing the 60-day timeframe referenced in the Islamabad
memorandum. He clarified that the document itself con-
tains no explicit clause establishing a 60-day deadline;
rather, it envisioned a 60-day dialogue period covering
sanctions removal and the nuclear file, with provisions
for extension if no agreement materialized.
“Negotiations never began because the United States
committed gross and widespread breaches of the mem-
orandum just weeks after its signing on June 18,” Bagaei
stated. “Consequently, the 60-day issue is entirely irrel-
evant.”

The spokesman emphasized that Iran formulates its pol-
icies based on national interests and strategic assess-
ments, not under external pressure or artificial deadlines.
“Iran is not a party that adjusts its policies under pres-
sure and ultimatums,” he asserted, stressing that the
Islamic Republic has repeatedly demonstrated its refusal
to succumb to coercive tactics.

Bagaei noted that Iran’s Armed Forces remain in a state
of full vigilance, closely monitoring all movements. He
added that strengthening ties with regional neighbors
remains an ongoing priority for Tehran’s foreign policy.
US war objectives: A study in confusion

Responding to claims that Washington had shifted its
priorities regarding Iran, Bagaei characterized the report-
ed changes as evidence of persistent confusion within
the US administration. He maintained that the war of
aggression against Iran had no legitimate basis, serving
only to advance the ambitions of “an occupying regime
in the region.”

Bagaei recalled that Washington initially justified mil-
itary action by citing an imminent threat from Iran—a
claim the Pentagon itself subsequently rejected. “They
have trapped themselves in a quagmire,” he observed.
“To justify their failures, they are forced to change their
objectives.”

He noted that US concerns have now pivoted to the Strait
of Hormuz, a waterway that was open before the aggres-
sion. “The best course for the United States is to extricate
itself as soon as possible before becoming more deeply
entangled,” Bagaei advised. “Acknowledging a mistake
could pave the way for a correct decision, though we
doubt American officials possess such courage.”
Regional states reject US as a reliable partner
Underscoring a ‘significant strategic development,
Bagaei added: regional countries have concluded that
the United States is an “unreliable and untrustworthy
partner.” He cited the two recent US-Isragli wars against
Iran as a catalyst for this realization.

“The countries of the region have come to understand
that US military presence has been a burden rather than
a security factor,” Baqgaei stated. “This has prompted
many to reconsider their reliance on outside powers and
move toward greater self-reliance.”

He noted that Iran had long invited regional states to
strengthen mutual trust and develop indigenous secu-
rity mechanisms. “These two factors—US unreliability
and the demonstrated ineffectiveness of foreign military
presence—have brought regional countries to the very
conclusion we have advocated for years,” he said.

Fate of missing Iranian pilots

Bagaei reiterated Iran’s demand for Qatar to clarify the
status of three Iranian fighter pilots who went missing
during operations responding to US-Israeli attacks. He
affirmed that the Islamic Republic would pursue their
fate through all available bilateral, multilateral, and legal
mechanisms. “As long as their status remains unclar-
ified, they are presumed to have been captured alive,”
Bagaei stated.

He detailed the Foreign Ministry’s early actions, noting

that correspondence with the International Committee of
the Red Cross and diplomatic contacts through Iranian
and Qatari embassies were initiated from the very first
days of the war.

Dismissal of backchannel talks reports

Bagaei firmly rejected media reports alleging secret
backchannel negotiations between the United States and
IRGC leadership through officials in Irag’s Kurdistan Re-
gion. He described the reports as “totally fabricated” and
part of psychological warfare aimed at creating division
among Iran’s decision-making bodies.

“News of a secret meeting between Iran and the US in Er-
bil is entirely baseless,” Bagaei declared. “Such reports
reflect desperation and are designed to sow discord.”
He emphasized that Iran’s various institutions have
demonstrated unprecedented cohesion and solidarity re-
garding war and peace issues over the past six months.
“The negotiating team enjoys the trust of all system insti-
tutions, including defense sectors,” Bagaei said, stress-
ing that decision-making remains an institution-based
process incorporating all relevant considerations.
Iran-Pakistan relations and mediation efforts
Addressing Pakistani Interior Minister Mohsin Raza Nag-
vi's recent Tehran visit, Bagaei dismissed speculation
about “special messages” from Pakistani leaders.
Bagaei confirmed that Pakistan continues to seek a me-
diating role in Iran-US issues, given its involvement in
shaping the Islamabad memorandum. However, he criti-
cized repeated US breaches of commitments, noting that
such actions have undermined mediation efforts.

The spokesman clarified that while European countries
have expressed readiness to offer good offices, no new
mediator has emerged in Iran-US relations. “The funda-
mental problem lies not in mediation but in Washing-
ton’s approach, its miscalculations, and its insistence on
failed policies,” he stressed.

European human rights criticism rejected

Bagaei rejected recent European statements concerning
human rights in Iran, asserting that European countries
lack the moral standing to lecture Iran on the issue. He
criticized European inaction regarding Palestine and
their positions toward US-Israeli aggressions against
Iran, characterizing such statements as reflecting double
standards.

Addressing a dispute involving two French embassy
staff members, Bagaei confirmed that their reported
involvement in activities supporting Iranian civil socie-
ty constituted a violation of diplomatic norms and the
Vienna Convention. The French ambassador was sum-
moned, and Iran formally protested. The two individuals
subsequently left Iran and will not be permitted to return,
according to Bagaei.
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Iran, Armenia
explore livestock
imports, border

investment in agri-
cultural talks

Iran’s Deputy Minister of Plan-
ning and Economy of the Min-
istry of Agriculture, in a meeting
with the Minister of Economy of
the Republic of Armenia, empha-
sized the development of bilateral
cooperation in the import of light
livestock and utilization of Arme-
nia’s pasture capacities.
According to Mehr News Agency,
Akbar Fathi, Deputy Minister of
Planning and Economy of Iran’s
Ministry of Agriculture, on the
sidelines of the seventh meeting
of the Agricultural Policy Council
of the Eurasian Economic Union
in Almaty, Kazakhstan, met and
held talks with Gevorg Papoy-
an, Minister of Economy of the
Republic of Armenia, regarding
ways to develop economic and
agricultural cooperation between
the two countries.

In this meeting, existing capac-
ities for expanding bilateral co-
operation in the agricultural and
livestock sectors were reviewed,
and both sides emphasized the
necessity of utilizing mutual ca-
pacities to increase economic
interactions, develop product
trade, and joint investment.
One of the main axes of this meet-
ing was examining the capacity
for importing light livestock from
the Republic of Armenia. In this
regard, existing capacities for
developing cooperation in the
livestock sector, supplying need-
ed livestock, and establishing
appropriate mechanisms to fa-
cilitate exchanges were reviewed,
and the necessity of pursuing the
matter through specialized chan-
nels while observing health and
veterinary standards and require-
ments was emphasized.

Also in this meeting, the issue of
joint investments in border areas,
especially capacities available at
zero-border points, was consid-
ered.

Both sides emphasized identi-
fying economic and agricultural
capacities of border areas and
preparing the ground for the
presence of the private sector of
the two countries to implement
joint projects — a matter that
can lead to the development of
production activities, increased
exchanges, and strengthening of
economic ties between the bor-
der regions of the two countries.
Development of cooperation in
the field of greenhouse culti-
vation was another axis of the
negotiations. In this framework,
existing capacities for invest-
ment and development of green-
house units and utilization of the
knowledge and experience of the
two countries in this sector were
reviewed.

Also, the utilization of the pasture
capacity of the Republic of Arme-
nia for developing cooperation
related to livestock and animal
products was discussed and
exchanged, and the necessity of
expert examination of existing
capacities and formulation of
executive mechanisms for eco-
nomic and sustainable utilization
of these capacities was empha-
sized.

At the end of this meeting, both
sides emphasized the contin-
uation of consultations and
follow-up on the discussed is-
sues with the aim of developing
agricultural  trade, facilitating
livestock cooperation, attract-
ing joint investment, developing
greenhouses, and activating the
capacities of border areas.
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IRGC deputy chief:
Iran has downed
over 200 enemy

aircraft since war

began

Iran successfully defeated its ad-
versaries while spending only a
fraction of the resources allocated
by its opponents on weapons and
military operations, a senior com-
mander of the Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) stated.
“The system based on Velayat-e
Faqih (Guardianship of the Islamic
Jurist) was able to manage a war
at one-hundredth of the enemy’s
expenditure, ultimately securing
victory for the fighters of Islam,”
IRGC Deputy Commander-in-Chief
Major General Mostafa Izadi said
on Monday during a ceremony
dedicated to honoring journalists.
His remarks referenced the 39-day
unprovoked conflict involving the
United States and Israel that initial-
ly commenced on February 28.
General Izadi lauded reporters as
the “commanders of the cognitive
war” who hold a pivotal position on
the battlefield. He emphasized that
hostile forces suffered defeat in
this domain because those active
in soft warfare consistently neu-
tralized adversary plans.

The senior commander noted that
hostile actors actively attempted to
destabilize the Islamic establish-
ment and empower counter-revo-
lutionary factions, asserting, “We
stood firmly against this conspir-
acy.” Despite numerous concerted
efforts to weaken the nation, Iran
not only withstood the pressure
but emerged more resilient than
before, he added.

Highlighting the capabilities of
Iran’s armed forces during the
US-Israel-imposed conflict, Gen-
eral Izadi reported that more than
200 enemy aircraft were brought
down.

Furthermore, he praised the stead-
fastness of the Lebanese resist-
ance movement Hezbollah against
six opposing Israeli army divisions,
describing it as a critically impor-
tant and valuable achievement.
General Izadi underscored the ef-
fectiveness of Iran’s governance in
confronting its adversaries, point-
ing out that the world’s leading
military power, alongside regional
allies and NATO-backed support,
entered the conflict against Iran,
yet the nation endured and main-
tained its resolve.

He attributed this success to Iran’s
“strategic patience and stable gov-
ernance,” which ultimately guided
the country to victory. While adver-
saries continue attempts to isolate
Iran through economic pressure
and naval blockades, Izadi main-
tained that “it is the enemy itself
that is on the path to collapse.”
The United States and Israel
launched their second war of ag-
gression against Iran on February
28, marked by the assassination of
the Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei, alongside several high-ranking
military commanders.

In retaliation, Iranian armed forces
launched 100 waves of counterat-
tacks over 39 days, inflicting sig-
nificant damage on US and Israeli
military assets.

Following the April 8 ceasefire,
Washington and Tehran an-
nounced a Pakistani-mediated
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) on June 17 designed to
halt military operations across
multiple fronts—including Leba-
non—reopen the Strait of Hormuz,
and lift the naval blockade on Iran.
However, subsequent violations
of the agreement by Washington
prompted a decisive response
from Tehran.

Wednesday - August 19, 2026

Iranian teams

to learn fate at

AFC Champi-

"~ Bilingu

Econo!

Tuesday

ons League on

Tractor and Esteghlal football teams
from Iran will learn their 2026/27 AFC
Champions League Elite fate on Tues-
day.

The draw will take place at the Grand
Hyatt Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

The 24th edition of Asia’s elite men’s
club tournament under the ACL ban-
ner will feature an expanded number

of 32 clubs in the League Stage — an
increase from the 24 that featured in
each of the preceding two seasons.
Intended to provide more opportuni-
ties for elite clubs to compete against
the Continent’s best, the format change
means that 18 clubs across seven MAs
each from the West and East regions
have entered the competition.

Source: https://www.verywellhealth.com/psoriasis-7039867

By: PARISA JAMADI

Causes, Triggers, Symptoms

Psoriasis is an autoimmune condition
leading to itchy, inflamed skin patches.
No cure exists, but treatments aim for
symptom remission using topical, oral,
and light therapies.

Psoriasis Symptoms

Psoriasis plaques, or thick skin are-
as, can develop on various body parts.
These plaques are often covered with a
thick white or grayish coating of dead
skin cells known as scales.

Color: On lighter skin, plaques usually
appear red with silvery scales. On dark-
er skin, they may look salmon-colored,

dark brown, purple, or violet with grayish
scales. Those with darker skin might ex-
perience more scaling, more widespread
plaques, and lesions misdiagnosed as
hyperpigmentation.1

Lesion size and location: Psoriasis
plaques can appear on both small and
large areas. Small psoriatic lesions
sometimes join to form larger patches.
Plaques typically appear in the same ar-
eas on both sides of the body. For exam-
ple, if one knee or elbow is covered, the
other is also affected.2

How it feels: Plaques will be itchy, pain-
ful, and tender. Scratching can cause

abrasions and allow fluids to leak from
the skin. This can lead to secondary in-
fections.3

Additional symptoms of psoriasis are:

e Small, scaly, teardrop-shaped spots,
which are more common in children4

* Dry, cracked skin that may also bleed

e ltching or burning

« Sore, painful skin around patches

* Thick, pitted nails

« Swollen, painful joints

What Causes Psoriasis?

The cause of psoriasis is an immune
system attack on the body’s tissues.
White blood cells, called T cells, mistak-

enly attack skin cells, which causes skin
cell production to increase.6 The new
skin cells are pushed to the skin’s sur-
face, where they pile up.

Many people inherit genes that make it
more likely for them to develop psoria-
sis. If you have a family member with the
condition, you are at increased risk for
psoriasis.7

The symptoms of psoriasis can devel-
op because of specific disease triggers.
These, in combination with genetic pre-
disposition, increase your risk for psori-
asis.8 Factors that may lead to the devel-
opment of psoriasis include:8

e Smoking

* Chronic stress

e Having another autoimmune disease,
such as ankylosing spondylitis

or rheumatoid arthritis

* Infections that lead to a weakened im-
mune system, such as Streptococcus
(strep) and Staphylococcus (staph)

« Skin injuries or breaks in the skin from
cuts, bug bites, sunburns, or even get-
ting a tattoo (this predisposition for new
lesions to occur in areas of skin injury is
called the isomorphic response)

e Certain medicines, including be-
ta-blockers and lithium

(Bl governor consults m Iraq on fimancial clams, technical co-op, Strategic economic ties

On the second day of his visit to Irag, Abdolnaser Hemmati, the Gover-
nor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI), met and held talks with Faleh Sari,
Iraq’s Minister of Finance, regarding outstanding financial claims, as well
as technical and economic cooperation. During the megting, which was
reported by IRNA from the Central Bank, the two sides emphasized the
strengthening of economic ties and the need to utilize the technical ca-
pabilities of Iranian contractors in Iraq’s reconstruction and development
projects. With the aim of accelerating the process of pursuing Iran’s fi-
nancial claims, specific technical proposals were presented by the Central
Bank of Iran to the Iragi government and were reviewed.

T'rump seekmg
scapegoats
after farled

military gamhle

on Iran

The unfolding geopolitical fallout from
the unprovoked US-Israeli military
aggression orchestrated against the
Islamic Republic of Iran has exposed
profound, irreparable fractures within
Washington’s network of international
alliances, revealing a unilateral interven-
tion bogged down in strategic failure and
desperate miscalculations.

Recent declarations from Washington
regarding the scaling down of joint mil-
itary drills with South Korea—enacted
directly in the wake of Seoul’s steadfast
refusal to participate in the conflict—un-
derscore the acute isolation facing the
White House. Far from the swift, decisive
intervention initially envisioned by the ar-
chitects of the campaign, the aggression
has devolved into a protracted entangle-
ment that mirrors the textbook hallmarks
of a classic forever war, leaving leader-
ship scrambling for offramps, pointing
fingers, and searching desperately for
scapegoats.

Prominent international relations schol-
ars, including Professor Robert Kel-
ly of Pusan National University, have
highlighted the transparent mechanics
behind these developments in state-
ments to Al Jazeera. Commenting on
the situation to the Doha-based news
network, Kelly noted that Trump’s deci-
sion to scale back planned military drills
with South Korea is directly linked to his
failure to win the war on Iran. Describ-

ing the intervention, Kelly stated that

“Trump started that war” and expected it
to go pretty quickly, anticipating a kind
of “drive-by-conflict” similar to previous
short-lived maneuvers, only for it to blow
up into a massive, slow-motion, tit-for-
tat spiral.

Furthermore, Kelly emphasized that the
conflict is now beginning to look like
what Americans call a “forever war,” with
Trump “stuck” and searching for some-
one to blame. Pointing out how US allies
have consistently served as convenient
instruments for that purpose, Kelly re-
marked that Trump has attacked NATO
similarly in the past. Highlighting Seoul’s
position, Kelly observed that the South
Koreans did not really participate in the
war and were not consulted, illustrating
the immense struggle leadership faces in
trying to extract itself from the quagmire.
Stuck in an escalating spiral of unin-
tended consequences, the US admin-
istration has increasingly turned to its
traditional playbook of coercion, threats,
and recrimination against international
partners who decline to endorse unilat-
eral adventures. South Korea’s principled
choice to remain outside a conflict that
threatens regional peace, energy sup-
plies, and global economic stability has
been met with retaliatory administra-
tive maneuvers under the flimsy guise
of strategic realignment. This pattern
of diplomatic friction is hardly novel;

At the conclusion of the meeting, both parties stressed the continuation
of cooperation to realize mutual interests and to uphold the dignity of
the peoples of Iran and Irag. On the first day of his trip, which began on
Sunday, August 16, Hemmati also met with Mustafa Nizar al-Ani, Iraq’s
Minister of Trade. This meeting, held in the context of strengthening bilat-
eral cooperation for the development of trade, investment, and monetary
relations, saw both sides emphasize the extensive capacities available for
expanding economic relations. They held consultations on operational-
izing previous agreements and raising the level of banking interactions
between the two neighboring countries. In this session, Hemmati high-
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past friction with European allies within
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
followed a nearly identical trajectory
whenever sovereign nations balked at
joining ill-conceived foreign campaigns.
By demanding uncritical alignment and
punishing non-compliance, Washington
demonstrates a fundamental inability to
accept multilateral autonomy or respect
the legitimate security priorities of its
sovereign allies.

The intense friction over joint military
exercises highlights an even deeper
structural crisis regarding alliance man-
agement and regional diplomacy. South
Korea, situated in an extraordinarily del-
icate security environment in East Asia,
has zero incentive to embroil itself in a
distant, resource-draining conflict in
West Asia that directly undermines inter-
national law, regional peace, and global
stability. Seoul’s refusal to participate
in the so-called denuclearization cam-
paign—which serves as a thin diplomat-
ic euphemism for aggressive economic
warfare and military pressure against
Tehran—reflects a growing global con-
sensus rejecting unilateral militarism and
hegemony. Deprived of genuine multilat-
eral support and trapped by the escalat-
ing costs of its own policy failures, the
US administration continues to hunt for
external scapegoats to mask the funda-
mental miscalculations that plunged the
entire region into crisis.

ration.

lighted the role of private sector activists in facilitating exports and im-
ports of goods and stressed the necessity of adopting new mechanisms
to expedite trade procedures, especially at entry points. The Iraqi Trade
Minister, in turn, welcomed the expansion of cooperation and reiterated
his government’s determination to resolve challenges facing economic
actors and to reinforce trade ties with the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Both meetings underscored the shared commitment of Iran and Iraq to
deepen their economic partnership, address outstanding financial issues,
and remove obstacles to smoother bilateral trade and technical collabo-

A memorandum of understanding
(MoU) signed between Iran and the
United States sixty days ago expired on
Monday amid Washington’s repeated
and systematic violations.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
and US President Donald Trump signed
the 14-point MoU on June 17, with the
primary goal of paving the ground to
permanently end the joint US-Isragli
war launched on Iran on February 28.
Leaving Iran’s nuclear program to be
dealt with in subsequent negotiations,
the agreement stipulated an immedi-
ate end to military operations across
all fronts, including Israeli attacks on
Lebanon. In the first paragraph of the
14-point agreement, the United States
explicitly committed that “The United
States of America and the Islamic Re-
public of Iran and their allies in the cur-
rent war are signing this MoU to declare
the immediate and permanent termina-
tion of military operations on all fronts,
including in Lebanon.” Furthermore,
the deal required an Israeli withdrawal
from southern Lebanon.

It also allowed commercial vessels to
transit “with no charge” for 60 days
under Tehran’s coordination, and reaf-
firmed that it would not seek nuclear
weapons while agreeing to negotiate
enrichment details in a final deal backed
by the UN Security Council within a
maximum 60-day period—extendable
by mutual consent—the US promised
major obligations.

Specifically, Washington was required
to end its naval blockade within 30
days, remove its military forces from
near Iran once the final deal was
reached, terminate all sanctions against
Iran, issue waivers for Iranian oil ex-
ports, allow Tehran immediate access
to its frozen assets, and begin work on a
reconstruction and development pack-
age for Iran worth at least $300 billion.
However, despite Iran’s complete ad-
herence to its diplomatic undertakings,
Washington repeatedly violated the
agreement through continued military

60 days aiter the MoL: Why has peace
remained elusive, and what comes next?

and political support for Israeli ag-
gression. Israel persistently breached
the agreement with active US backing,
while the US failed on every single
promise, refusing to release frozen
Iranian assets, lift sanctions, provide
oil waivers, remove its naval blockade,
or enforce an Israeli withdrawal from
southern Lebanon. In fact, Trump pub-
licly scoffed at the very idea of paying
Iran for reconstruction. The betrayal
culminated on July 7 when Trump uni-
laterally declared that the agreement
was “over,” prompting the US to re-
sume launching military attacks against
Iran that directly targeted civilian infra-
structure and killed dozens of innocent
people. In response to these egregious
violations, Iranian officials stated that
because the US had “violated and sus-
pended” all of its commitments, Tehran
had “likewise suspended commit-
ments” under the MoU.

Rather than engaging in good-faith di-
plomacy, Trump had signed the MoU
primarily to lower surging oil prices
and defuse widespread domestic criti-
cism surrounding his notorious war on
Iran. Itis widely understood that Trump
launched the war on February 28 based
on false assurances from Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his
Mossad spy agency, who promised
that military action would quickly lead
to the collapse of the Islamic Republic
and destroy Iran’s military capabilities.
None of this occurred. Instead, the
war severely exposed the vulnerability
of the US military, demonstrated its
complete failure to protect its regional
allies, and highlighted Iran’s undeniable
military strength. While the February
28 war had been temporarily paused
by a Pakistani-mediated ceasefire on
April 8—which Trump was prompted
to announce following Iran’s powerful
retaliatory strikes against Israel and
American military bases in the region—
Washington failed to learn from its mis-
calculations and instead intensified its
hostile rhetoric.
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