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Iran’s armed forc-
es vow no retreat
until ‘complete
defeat’ of US and
Israel

The General Staff of the Irani-
an Armed Forces has vowed
to continue confronting the
United States and Israel until
the “complete defeat” of its
adversaries and the fulfill-
ment of the Iranian people’s
legitimate demands.

In a statement issued Sun-
day to mark the anniversary
of the return of Iranian pris-
oners of war following the
1980-1988 Iran-lraq War,
the General Staff paid trib-
ute to former POWSs, war
veterans and their families,
portraying the legacy of the
conflict as a cornerstone of
Iran’s national identity and
a continuing source of resil-
ience.

The statement described the
eight-year conflict, known in
Iran as the Sacred Defense,
as a defining chapter in the
country’s modern history
and said the experience had
reinforced values of self-re-
liance, resistance to oppres-
sion, independence and na-
tional solidarity.

According to the statement,
those principles have been
passed on to younger gener-
ations, who have continued
to confront overwhelming
US military power. The Gen-
eral Staff said the determi-
nation of Iranian youth had
helped transform the legacy
of wartime resistance into a
continuing national commit-
ment to defend the country’s
interests.

The military leadership also
praised the Iranian public’s
sustained support for the
armed forces during more
than 160 days of conflict
since February 28. It said the
population had repeatedly
expressed demands for retal-
iation over the assassination
of the former Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, while
maintaining its support for
the country’s armed forces.
The statement stressed that
the armed forces would not
retreat from the legitimate
demands of the Iranian peo-
ple or the directives of the
country’s leadership.

It further pledged that Iran’s
military establishment would
continue its efforts against
“American-Zionist” forces in

_www.esfahan-news.com

The head of Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce stated that Iran’s
economy, following the shock
caused by the war, has moved
past the stage of severe decline
and the trend of economic ac-
tivities is once again resuming.
He described this trend as a
hopeful sign of the efforts and
dedication of the private sector
and business owners, adding
that the temporary reduction
in the intensity of shocks com-
pared to the months of Esfand
1404 (February-March 2026)
and Farvardin and Ordibehesht
1405 (March-May 2026) has
also contributed to this relative
improvement.

Samad Hassanzadeh also re-
ferred to the role of the gov-
ernment and the president in
developing international inter-
actions and stated that contin-
uing this trend requires further
movement in the field of foreign
relations.

The head of Iran’s Chamber of
Commerce also appreciated
the president’s order to pre-
vent power cuts to industries in
Shahrivar (August-September),
saying that the president has
emphasized to the ministers of
Industry, Mining and Trade and
Energy that industries should
not be prioritized for power
cuts in order to prevent pro-
duction stoppages, preserve
employment, and prevent un-
employment.

He added that based on the
decisions made, efforts will be
made to avoid cutting power to
industrial towns and production
units in Shahrivar as much as
possible, and the necessary

infrastructure for implementing
this order will also be provid-
ed.”

The 35th session of the 10th
term of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce  Representatives
Assembly convened to address
two primary agendas: review-
ing the business support pack-
age under war conditions and
examining a Board of Directors
resolution on increasing mem-
bership fees, entrance fees, and
certificate of origin issuance
costs. The session brought to-
gether private sector represent-
atives to discuss the country’s
economic situation and chart a
path forward.

Samad Hassanzadeh, Head of
the Iran Chamber, opened the
session by expressing hope for
peace, security, and prosper-
ity during the month of Rabi’
al-Awwal. He extended grati-
tude to the Leader, the Presi-
dent, and government officials,
emphasizing support for nego-
tiations that preserve Iran’s dig-
nity and honor while enabling
economic actors to fulfill their
development duties.
Hassanzadeh delivered en-
couraging news about Iran’s
economic trajectory. The latest
Purchasing Managers’ Index
(PMI) for Khordad 1405 (May-
June 2026) indicates that Iran’s
economy has moved past the
severe decline phase follow-
ing the war shock. Economic
activities are resuming, reflect-
ing the dedicated efforts of the
private sector and a temporary
reduction in shock intensity
compared to earlier months. He
emphasized that sustaining this
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UM head anmounces improvement in econo

improvement requires greater
international engagement and
called for continued efforts in
foreign relations.

In a significant development,
Hassanzadeh praised the Pres-
ident’s order to prevent power
cuts to industries in Shahri-
var (August-September). The
President has instructed the
Ministers of Industry and En-
ergy that industries should not
be prioritized for power cuts,
aiming to protect production,
employment, and prevent un-
employment. Infrastructure for
implementing this directive is
being prepared.

* Role of technology and inno-
vation

Afshin Kolahi, Head of the New
and Knowledge-Based Busi-
nesses Commission, highlight-
ed modern technologies as
critical for increasing enterprise
resilience and competitiveness.
He noted that SMEs constitute
94% of industrial enterprises,
provide 44% of industrial em-
ployment, but contribute only
15% of industrial value-add-
ed—a sign that policymakers
may have miscalculated by
prioritizing large industries.
He urged the Iran Chamber to
move beyond advocacy and
practically help companies
adopt technology and innova-
tion, citing international exam-
ples from Singapore, Finland,
Denmark, and the Istanbul
Chamber of Commerce’s 40%
stake in Istanbul Technology
Park.

* Government support and pri-
vate sector resilience
Government  Spokesperson

mic activities after war shock

Fatemeh Mohajerani praised
the private sector for maintain-
ing production and distribution
during the Ramadan War and
the Battle of Hormuz, prevent-
ing shortages. She affirmed the
government’s commitment to
supporting the private sector
as a strategic partner in poli-
cymaking and acknowledged
existing obstacles, expressing
confidence in overcoming them
together.

Alireza  Mohammadi  Daniali
presented a vision for econom-
ic growth, emphasizing that de-
velopment requires two strong
wings: a powerful, develop-
ment-oriented government and
a capable, organized private
sector. He noted the stark eco-
nomic reality: since 2018, the
dollar rate has increased 50-
fold while goods and services
prices rose 19-fold. Though
400,000 people were added to
the employed population, the
industrial sector lost 630,000
jobs.

Arash Alavi delivered a pow-
erful critique of the command
economy, arguing that the Iran
Chamber’s primary role should
be ending such policies. He
highlighted how command
pricing harms industries—
forcing companies to buy raw
materials at high prices while
selling at controlled rates—and
is often disguised in populist
language like “fair profit” and
“supporting domestic produc-
tion,” making it difficult to re-
sist. He proposed creating an
agile monitoring body to assess
the damages of command pric-
ing and raise public awareness.
* Crisis management and sup-
port package implementation
Keyvan Kashfi reviewed the
business support package un-
der war conditions, identifying
a paradox in crisis manage-
ment. Effective crisis man-
agement requires speed in
decision-making, coherence in
implementation, and stability
in rules—all areas where Iran
has faced challenges. He not-
ed incomplete implementation,
coordination issues among
institutions, and systemic limi-
tations. The Chamber extracted
53 operational proposals cov-
ering tax and social security
issues, but enacting all proved
impractical in the short term. He
emphasized that the emergency
situation continues, so support
policies should be extended.

The package has been extended
until the end of Shahrivar (Sep-
tember), while some import
deadlines were extended to 180
days due to port closures.
Secretary  General  Abolfazl
Roghani Golpayegani justified
the proposed fee increases,
citing cumulative inflation of
about 300% over three years
and a 4.6-fold increase in the
exchange rate. The certificate of
origin fee of 650,000 tomans,
set in 2022, no longer covers
printing costs. After debate,
62% of members approved
the increases. Starting next
year, the entrance fee will be 10
million tomans, annual mem-
bership for individuals 8 million
tomans, and for legal entities 50
million tomans.

* Post-war reconstruction and
modernization

Payam Bagheri presented a
strategic vision for the post-
war period, drawing on inter-
national experiences where
major economic leaps followed
crises—Germany, Japan, and
South Korea. Iran faces two
missions: reconstruction (rapid
recovery) and modernization
(redefining its role in the re-
gional and global economy).
Reconstruction takes priority
and requires confidence-build-
ing through policy stabilization,
speedy decision-making with
private sector participation, bu-
reaucracy reduction, monetary
and banking reform, and fight-
ing corruption. Livelihood and
employment support, especial-
ly for lower-income groups, is
essential.

Bagheri outlined six steps:
stabilization ~ and  confi-
dence-building, livelihood and
employment support, effec-
tive labor market measures,
strengthening SMEs, value-
chain-based  reconstruction,
and increasing resilience. He
emphasized that reconstruc-
tion is a prelude to modern-
ization, and Iran must not
stagnate. In the new global
economy, power is shifting
from natural resource owner-
ship to networking. Iran must
achieve a position in global val-
ue chains from which it cannot
be easily excluded, leveraging
its natural reserves, access
to open waters, and human
capital to build a competitive,
supply-and-demand-driven
economy connected to region-
al and global networks.
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Iran ready for
technical co-op
to improve, de-
velop electricity
sector in Tajik-

istan

Iran’s Minister of Energy, in
a meeting with the Minister
of Energy and Water Re-
sources of the Republic of
Tajikistan, while reviewing
areas for the development
of water and electricity
cooperation between the
two countries, emphasized
Iran’s readiness for tech-
nical cooperation in Tajik-
istan’s electricity grid.
According to IRNA’s report
from the Ministry of Energy,
Abbas Aliabadi, Iran’s Min-
ister of Energy, met with
Daler Juma, Tajikistan’s
Minister of Energy and Wa-
ter Resources. Referring to
the session on the develop-
ment of economic and cul-
tural cooperation between
the two countries, Aliabadi
stressed the cultural ties
between Iran and Tajikistan
and stated that the meeting
discussed the development
and future of cooperation
in line with shared goals in
the fields of culture, tour-
ism, scientific and techni-
cal collaboration, and water
and electricity.

The Minister of Energy also
pointed out the challenges
facing Tajikistan’s elec-
tricity grid and announced
Iran’s readiness for any
form of technical coopera-
tion to improve and devel-
op the electricity sector in
Tajikistan.

Regarding the vision for
Iran’s relations with neigh-
boring countries, he said
that Tajikistan has deep
historical ties with Iran, and
many people, especially in
border areas, share kinship
relations. Therefore, given
that the country’s strategy
is to develop relations with
neighbors, Iran will contin-
ue to pursue this approach.
Aliabadi also mentioned
meetings with Iraqi, Arme-
nian, and other neighbors,
which were aimed at ex-
panding Iran’s cooperation
with neighboring countries,
as he believes that greater
cooperation will strengthen

the region until their “com-
plete defeat,” while seeking
to secure the rights and in-
terests of the Iranian people.
The General Staff framed the
pledge within the broader
legacy of Iran’s wartime gen-
eration, saying former POWs
and veterans had become
enduring symbols of nation-
al pride, perseverance and
resistance. Their experience,
it said, had laid the founda-
tions for a culture of strategic
self-reliance that continues
to shape Iran’s approach to
external pressure and mili-
tary confrontation.

The statement ultimately
linked the memory of the
Iran-lrag War to Iran’s cur-
rent confrontation with the
United States and Israel,
presenting resistance not as
a temporary wartime policy
but as a continuing national
doctrine. It also sought to
reassure the Iranian public
that the armed forces would
remain committed to defend-
ing the country’s interests
and would not compromise
under external pressure.

President Masoud Pezeshkian stated that the recent agree-
ment between Iran and the US was advanced with dignity and
strength, grounded in the principles articulated by the late
Leader, and that no concessions were made to adversaries.
Addressing the 39th National Conference of Education Officials,
Pezeshkian paid tribute to the student martyrs of Minab. He
underscored that the agreement was pursued with unwavering
resolve and in full alignment with the foundational tenets set
forth by the late Leader.

In his remarks, the President criticized the nation’s over-reli-

ance on oil revenues, identifying the pool of talented human
capital within the country’s schools as the most valuable social
asset. Referring to the criminal actions of the Zionist regime
across West Asia, he described scientific and comprehensive commercial and technical
investment in the younger generation as an indispensable ne- ties between Tajikistan and
cessity. Iran

Pezeshkian also took issue with the unjust criticisms levelled Daler Juma, Tajikistan’s
against the recent agreement with the United States. “The Minister of Energy and
agreement was negotiated with wisdom, reason, and rigorous Water Resources, also
expert deliberation,” he asserted. stated that the meeting

[ran to mark 40 days smee hurial of martyred Leader

of economic, commercial,
technical, and cultural co-
operation with Iran, with

The Iranian capital of Tehran, as well as the holy cit-

ies of Qom and Mashhad, are preparing to hold na-

tional mourning ceremonies to observe the 40th day

. ) ) an emphasis on increasing

Processions continued through the holy city of Qom commercial opportunities.
following the burial of the martyred Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

before moving to the Iragi shrine cities of Najaf and According to him, the sta-
Karbala, where hundreds of thousands accompa- tus of shared dams, energy
nied the flag-draped coffins through the sanctuaries and logistics conditions,
of Imam Ali (AS) and Imam Hussein (AS). cultural and informational
A statement released by the Office of the Leader of Upon returning to Iran, millions of mourners matters, and workforce de-
the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba jammed the streets surrounding the Holy Shrine of velopment at power plants
Khamenei, confirmed that the upcoming ceremonies Imam Reza (AS) in Mashhad, carrying banners of were among the other is-
will be overseen directly by the Leader. resistance and honoring the martyred Leader. The sues examined alongside
The initial memorial program is scheduled for Au- overwhelming turnout brought the procession to a electricity-related topics.
gust 18 at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Mosalla. A mas- standstill, forcing organizers to delay the final en- The Minister of Energy
sive gathering of faithful citizens, state officials, and tombment until late afternoon as the crowds paid and Water Resources of
international supporters is expected to assemble at
the landmark prayer complex to honor the late Lead-
er and offer prayers.
Commemorations will proceed across key spiritual

their last farewells. Tajikistan concluded by ex-
The upcoming 40-day mark honors a deep-rooted pressing hope that today’s
hubs in the following days. A major service will take
place at the holy shrine of Lady Fatima Masoumeh

solidarity with these na-
tions.
Emphasis on expanding

[ran-US agreement
pursued with
dignity, and
strength: President

(SA) in Qom on August 19, followed by ceremonies
at the holy shrine of Imam Reza (AS) in Mashhad on
August 20.

The nationwide observances follow the historic fu-
neral processional rites that culminated on July 10,
when Ayatollah Khamenei was laid to rest beside
the sacred site of Imam Reza (AS) in Mashhad. The
Leader was martyred on February 28, 2026, along-
side members of his family during an unprovoked
joint US-Israeli strike on Tehran at the onset of a 39-
day war of aggression against Iran.

The July burial marked the conclusion of the largest
multi-city funeral in modern history, spanning ma-
jor religious sites across Iran and neighboring Iraq.
Before the burial in Mashhad, the late Leader’s body
lay in state at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini Mosalla,
drawing vast crowds of mourners as well as official
delegations from nearly 100 countries.

Islamic tradition of memorializing the deceased, with meeting, like the previous
millions across the nation expected to reaffirm their one, would yield positive
devotion to the path of independence, unity, and un- results.

wavering resistance championed by the late Leader.



Tuesday - August 18,2026 - No: 2175

ISFAHAN NEWS

Major General
Rezaei: Leader’s
military appoint-

ments disrupted US,
Israeli calculations

The secretary of Iran’s Supreme
National Security Council (SNSC)
has praised a recent decision by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khame-
nei, to appoint new top command-
ers in the Iranian armed forces.

In a letter addressed to Ayatollah
Khamenei on Monday, Major Gen-
eral Mohsen Rezaei said the ap-
pointments showed that the Islamic
Republic under Ayatollah Khamenei
will firmly stick to the policies adopt-
ed in the country since the victory of
the Islamic Revolution in 1979.

He said the “wise action” in appoint-
ing six high-ranking military com-
manders “disrupted the calculations
of the enemies of Islamic Iran, espe-
cially the rulers of the United States
and the Zionist regime.”

Rezaei, who was recently appointed
SNSC secretary by President Ma-
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Research Shows Watching
TV Is Worse for Bram Health

Than Sitting at a Computer

Source:
By:

Sedentary behavior has been linked to
a range of health problems, including
a higher risk of cognitive decline. A new
study suggests that what you do while
you're sitting may matter just as much.
Activities that keep your brain active and
engaged while you're sitting could be bet-
ter for your cognitive health than more
passive ones, like binging TV.

How Watching TV Affects Brain Health

A new study published in Alzheimer’s and
Dementia followed roughly 1,700 older

fahaon :

adults for about 22 years and examined
how two kinds of sitting related to their
brain scans later in life: sitting while
watching TV and sitting while working at
acomputer. 1

“We found that greater television viewing
was associated with smaller brain vol-
umes in regions that are particularly vul-
nerable to aging and Alzheimer’s disease,
as well as poorer cognitive performance,”
said Natan Feter, PhD, study co-author
and a postdoctoral research associate in

CAFA 2026

the department of biological sciences at
the University of Southern California. “In
contrast, other sedentary behaviors, like
occupational sitting, showed the inverse
pattern.”

Frequent TV watching was associated with
greater white matter damage, a marker of
small blood vessel damage. Sitting while
working, meanwhile, showed a larger
volume in several brain regions and less
white matter damage.

The results suggest that the context of

Iran’s U17 women’s football team
will compete in the 2026 CAFA U17
Women’s Championship, sched-
uled to take place in Tashkent, Uz-
bekistan, from Sept. 13 to 20.

The tournament will feature Iran,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, and Uzbek-

The Iranian U17 team began their
training camp on Tuesday under
head coach Mahnaz Amirshagh-
aghi, as preparations continue for
the regional competition.

As part of their preparations, Iran
will face a team from Tehran in a

istan.

sedentary behavior may matter as much
as the amount of time spent sitting, Feter
explained. Researchers observed stronger
associations in men, but they aren’t quite
sure why.

“This could reflect biological differences,
differences in television viewing habits,
other lifestyle factors, or simply chance,”
Feter said.

Why Working Is Better Than Watching TV
Watching TV is typically a passive behavior
that requires relatively little cognitive ef-

friendly match on Saturday.

fort, while many desk-based occupations
involve sustained mental engagement.
“It's also common for TV viewing to occur
alongside other behaviors that may affect
brain health, such as prolonged uninter-
rupted sitting or snacking,” he said. “That
said, our study was observational, so we
cannot conclude that television itself caus-
es brain changes. Instead, it highlights
TV viewing as a potential marker of a life-
style pattern associated with poorer brain
health.”

soud Pezeshkian and the Leader’s
representative to the council, de-
scribed the decision to appoint the
commanders as “timely and wor-
thy,” saying that all six commanders
appointed have illustrious records
and experience ranging from the
Iran-Iraqg War in the 1980s to the
present day. Last week, Ayatollah
Khamenei appointed Major General
Ali Abdollahi as Chief of the General
Staff of the Iranian Armed Forces
and Brigadier General Kioumars
Heydari as his deputy.

Iran has added 2,028 megawatts of new power plant capacity to its national grid, achieving
75 percent of the 2,709-megawatt target for the current Iranian calendar year (began on
March 21), according to the Thermal Power Generation Company.
Ruhollah Esfahani, Deputy for Project Development, announced that despite challenging
conditions over the past seven months, no power plant development projects were halted.
Key achievements include the 183-megawatt gas unit at Neka Power Plant, commissioned in
99 days, and the 345-megawatt steam unit at Rudshur—the largest of its scale in the West
Asia, with 58 percent efficiency and annual fuel savings of over 700 million liters.
Steam units at Asaluyeh and Ferdowsi power plants were also commissioned, completing
the 18-unit package under a 3,000-megawatt contract. The first geothermal power plant,

power continuously for 95 percent of the year.

Masoud Moradi, Deputy for Production Operations, reported that thermal power plants ac-
count for over 93 percent of the country’s 101,366-megawatt installed capacity. Despite
winter fuel shortages and war-related disruptions, maintenance programs were largely com-
pleted, achieving a record 98.8 percent readiness rate during peak consumption and reduc-

ing emergency outages to just 1.2 percent.

Two additional units—a 300-megawatt combined-cycle steam unit and a 183-megawatt gas
unit—are scheduled to come online soon, adding another 490 megawatts to the grid. Moradi
also urged public cooperation in consumption management during the remaining hot weeks.

located on Sabalan’s slopes with 5.4 megawatts capacity, is now operational and can supply
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