Herbal Tea vs. toreen Tea: Which Is Better for Gt Health and Antioxidants?
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How China’s marine
farming model can
reshape Iran’s coasts

Two years ago, on a spring morning
in May 2024, | stood at the Sandu’ao
Port in Ningde, Fujian Province,
alongside a group of journalists
from across Asia. What | witnessed
that day was far from ordinary—a
vast, industrial-scale aquaculture
operation stretching across the sea,
built on foundations of advanced
technology.

Today, that experience remains a
powerful reference point for under-
standing the future of fisheries, par-
ticularly for a country like Iran, which
possesses rich marine resources but
has yet to harness their full potential.
China’s transformation in marine ag-
uaculture offers critical lessons for
Iran’s coastal development. This is
not about mere translation but about
extracting the strategic blueprint be-
hind the success.

From wood to plastic: The infra-
structure revolution

Sandu’ao Bay’s ideal geography and
water quality have long made it a ha-
ven for the prized large yellow croak-
er. However, the leap to becoming
the country’s largest production
base began with a decisive policy
shift in 2018. Ningde City initiated a
large-scale upgrade, replacing tradi-
tional wooden cages and foam floats
with environmentally friendly plastic
cages and advanced floating struc-
tures. In total, approximately 1.427
million aquaculture facilities were
reorganized or upgraded, marking a
significant standardization of marine
infrastructure.

For Iran, with its extensive coastlines
along the Persian Gulf and the Sea
of Oman, this is the first critical take-
away: transitioning from traditional
methods to modern, sustainable
infrastructure is a feasible necessity.
Green energy: Powering a cleaner
industry

One of the most compelling aspects
of Ningde’s model is its integration
of renewable energy. A pioneering
project, developed in partnership
with the new energy giant CATL, has
established a microgrid system at
the aquaculture sites. This system
combines vertical and horizontal
wind turbines, floating solar panels
on the sea surface, and rooftop so-
lar arrays to provide a stable, clean
power supply.

The project generates approximately
280,000 kilowatt-hours of clean en-
ergy annually, reducing carbon diox-
ide emissions by an estimated 244
tons. Crucially, battery storage sys-
tems resolve power outage issues,
ensuring uninterrupted oxygen sup-
ply for the fish. For Iran, which faces
energy challenges in its southern
coastal regions, this model is direct-
ly relevant. Adopting floating solar
and offshore wind to power shrimp
and fish farms in provinces like Hor-
mozgan and Bushehr could reduce
costs and environmental impact.
Economic growth: Beyond the sea
The transformation in Ningde has
extended far beyond environmental
improvements. In 2025, the value
of the large yellow croaker industry
in Ningde exceeded 20 billion yuan
(approximately $2.9 billion), pro-
ducing over 222,000 tons of fish.
Today, 8 out of every 10 large yellow
croakers consumed in China come
from this region.

Furthermore, China has used tech-
nology to extend this industry to in-
land areas. Through a Fujian-Ningxia
partnership, the large yellow croaker
has been successfully introduced to
land-based farming systems in the
Helan Mountains of northwest Chi-
na. These systems use temperature
control, water quality management,
and automated feeding, demonstrat-
ing the adaptability of modern aqua-
culture technology.

For Iran, this demonstrates that the
fisheries sector can become a major
driver of economic development,
creating jobs and enhancing food
security.

From Waste Management to Materral Cycle Management:
ircular Economy

Mobarakeh Steel has moved
beyond the traditional view of
waste, advancing toward mate-
rial cycle management—a path
where scrap returns to pro-
duction, slag is converted into
infrastructure, and byproducts
shift from an operational cost
into an opportunity for creating
economic and environmental
value.

According to reports, in the
morning before Isfahan fully
awakens, the roads are already
active. Vehicles drive along the
city’s 4th traffic ring road, trav-
eling on asphalt whose aggre-
gates originate from a source
that few would associate with
roads: steelmaking slag. A ma-
terial that once marked the end
of an industrial process has
today become part of the city’s
urban infrastructure.

This simple scene raises a
critical question: if a material
leaving the furnace can re-en-
ter economic life, can it truly be
labeled as “waste”? This ques-
tion is not limited to Isfahan;
the global steel industry faces
the exact same challenge. It is
an industry requiring massive
volumes of raw materials and
energy for production while

simultaneously needing to
reduce its environmental foot-
print.

Under these conditions, value
is defined not only by the steel
leaving the production line, but
also by the materials remain-
ing mid-way and at the end of
the process. Here, the circular
economy shifts from a mere
environmental concept into a
fresh operational logic for man-
ufacturing: a material should
not be considered finished as
long as it retains the potential to
create value. Mobarakeh Steel
initiated this logic right from
within the plant.

A Factory with 300 Different
Endings

In a steel complex, “waste”
is a simple term for complex
materials. At Mobarakeh Steel,
approximately 300 types of op-
erational and non-operational
waste streams have been iden-
tified, each possessing distinct
characteristics, compositions,

Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf said on

Saturday that President Donal
official recognition of the “Res

brokered memorandum of understanding (MoU).

“Whereas in the original 15-article draft, the US demand-
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gram, the Resistance Front, and control of the Strait of
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processing methods, and ap-
plications.

This sheer diversity demon-
strates that a circular economy
cannot begin at the stage of
selling scrap; first, one must
know exactly what materials
exist. Consequently, developing
a comprehensive Waste Atlas
for Mobarakeh Steel has been
prioritized—a foundational ref-
erence for identifying, classify-
ing, and documenting technical
knowledge related to these ma-
terials.

The significance of this atlas
lies not only in data recording.
In an industry where a signifi-
cant portion of knowledge is
shaped through workforce ex-
perience, documenting it pre-
vents organizational memory
loss and enables structured
decision-making for future gen-
erations. However, the most im-
portant outcome is the shift in
perspective toward the material
itself. Once a waste stream is
identified, its properties deter-
mined, its processing pathway
mapped out, and its potential
applications uncovered, it is no
longer an unknown residual by-
product. It becomes a second-
ary raw material—a material for
which a future can be defined.
From Material Identification to
Mapping lts Path

Knowledge without data, how-
ever, is insufficient. In a mas-
sive industrial complex with
such material diversity, waste
flows must be fully visible and
traceable—from scrap arrival
to processing, consumption,
sales, and inventory manage-
ment.

To achieve this goal, Mobar-
akeh Steel is pursuing the de-
velopment of a Waste Process-
ing Management Dashboard,
an integrated system designed
to consolidate these material
streams into a single unified
platform. This project has
achieved approximately 60%
progress to date and is sched-
uled for operational deployment
this year.

On the surface, this system
is a management tool; inter-
nally, however, it creates a
bridge between material data

el’ Pa

and strategic decisions. When
data is centralized, it becomes
clear which materials are being
wasted most, which processes
require optimization, what has
processing value, and which
output can find new custom-
ers within the industrial supply
chain. In the next stage, this
data infrastructure can pave the
way for predictive analytics and
the utilization of technologies
such as artificial intelligence for
more accurate waste identifi-
cation and sorting. Therefore,
a circular economy is built not
merely by returning materials,
but through the ability to track
and see the material throughout
its entire lifespan.

Scrap: A Past Without Waste
Scrap is perhaps the most
widely recognized form of
material recovery in the steel
industry. Steel once used in
vehicles, buildings, or industrial
equipment does not necessarily
exit the economic cycle at the
end of the product’s lifespan.
It can be collected, sorted, re-
melted, and transformed into
a raw material for secondary
production.

In this cycle, the past becomes
the input for the future. For Mo-
barakeh Steel, returning scrap
to the manufacturing process
is part of this ongoing effort
to reduce waste and utilize re-
sources more efficiently. Yet the
significance of this practice ex-
tends beyond the factory walls.
The more an industry can re-
cover materials from previous
product lifecycles, the less de-
pendent it becomes on extract-
ing and transporting fresh raw
resources—a matter that holds
simultaneous economic and
environmental importance in a
world facing growing pressures
on energy and natural resourc-
es. In this view, scrap is not iron
whose life has ended; it is iron
that has simply moved from
one industrial life to another.
Slag: A Loop Around the City
While scrap represents materi-
al returning to the factory, slag
exemplifies material returning
outward into society. After
forming during the steelmaking
process, slag can be utilized in

h In te (

civil engineering applications
through appropriate process-
ing.

One of the most tangible exam-
ples is seen in Isfahan, where
processed slag from Mobar-
akeh Steel has been incorporat-
ed into asphalt production for
the city’s 4th traffic ring road.
In another effort, this materi-
al has also made its way into
railway infrastructure, where
utilizing Mobarakeh Steel’s slag
in railway station development
bridges the gap between the
steel and transportation sectors
in a concrete, physical way for
the first time.

A material that was once sit-
uated at the far end of the
steelmaking process can now
support infrastructure enabling
the large-scale movement of
goods, materials, and people.
From urban ring-road asphalt
to railway lines, a unified logic
emerges: what is considered
the end of a process in one in-
dustry can mark the beginning
of a process in another. Here,
slag is no longer an unwant-
ed output; it has transformed
into a material doing new work
elsewhere in the economy. This
exact transition defines the
boundary between basic waste
management and true material
cycle management.

One Plant, Multiple Industries
When processed slag leaves
the factory and is utilized in civil
construction projects, some-
thing more significant than the
consumption of a byproduct
occurs: two economic supply
chains that were previously
viewed as separate become
interconnected.  Steelmaking
yields an output; road construc-
tion requires materials; technol-
ogy, standards, and processing
bridge the gap between them.

When technical specifications
are met, such linkages reduce
reliance on virgin raw materials
and alleviate pressure on natu-
ral ecosystems. This same logic
can connect diverse industries
on a broader scale—from road
building and civil construction
to cement manufacturing and
other sectors capable of utiliz-
ing steel byproducts. Here, the
circular economy is no longer a
localized loop within a factory;
it becomes an interconnected
network linking different indus-
tries together.

A High-Value Economic Cycle
No cycle sustains itself without
lasting economic value. Mobar-
akeh Steel’s performance met-
rics in 2025 demonstrate that
this circular mindset extends
beyond environmental preser-
vation into financial economic
performance.

Executing 11 improvement
projects during the year gen-
erated a total positive financial
impact of 13.5 trillion IRR (13.5
Hemat). This set of measures
encompassed revenue genera-
tion and cost reductions, with
byproduct sales and waste

commercialization serving as
key drivers of value creation.
Here, the circular economy
evolves from a purely envi-
ronmental commitment into a
strategic economic decision.
Material that previously had to
be managed as a cost item can
now be sold. Byproducts can
find viable commercial mar-
kets. Waste reduction lowers
operating costs, and process
optimization allows greater val-
ue to be extracted from existing
resources without requiring
capacity expansion. This shift
represents one of the most vi-
tal transformations in the steel
industry: industrial growth no
longer mandates higher re-
source consumption—it means
using what we already have in a
smarter way.

Is the Future of Steel Defined
Only by Iron Ore?

Global competitiveness in the
steel industry in the coming
years will not rely solely on raw
production capacity. Access to
scrap, byproduct processing
capabilities, resource efficiency,
data management, cost reduc-
tion, and market creation for
secondary materials will con-
stitute a core pillar of industrial
strength.

In such an environment, max-
imum competitive advantage
lies with plants capable of ex-
tending material lifespans—
materials that are -extracted
once, consumed once, and
brought back into the cycle
again. Mobarakeh Steel is ac-
tively testing this circular logic
at an industrial scale by simul-
taneously advancing waste
identification, smart  waste
tracking, scrap recycling, and
slag processing. This journey is
far from over—in fact, it is not
meant to have an end.

The Road Returns to the Fur-
nace

We can now return to that initial
scene: a morning in Isfahan.
The 4th ring road is busy with
steady traffic. Beneath the tires
lies material that once emerged
from the heat of an industrial
furnace.

However, the journey of that
material did not end there. This
time, instead of returning to the
furnace, it returned to the city.
Meanwhile, on the other side of
the cycle, scrap metal returns
from the city back to the fur-
nace. Two distinct pathways,
guided by a single continuous
logic: material remains in mo-
tion. Its form changes, its appli-
cation shifts, but its value does
not end.

Perhaps this is the true future
of the steel industry: not a plant
that consumes resources and
discards them, but a facility that
finds a secondary journey for
every material wherever possi-
ble. In such a world, “waste” is
no longer the name of a mate-
rial—it is simply the name of a
moment where we have not yet
discovered the material’s next
purpose.

Oalibal: Trump recogmized ‘Resistance Front” m Mol

d Trump signed off on the
istance Front” in a recently

Ghalibaf said, referring to
ith [ran on June 17.

ment speaker detailed how Tehran’s uncompromising
military readiness forced Washington to back down
during high-stakes diplomatic maneuvering. Qalibaf re-
vealed that Iran temporarily halted all negotiation pro-
cesses following an Israeli strike on the Dahieh district
of Beirut, which martyred Hezbollah’s intelligence chief
alongside his family. Immediately after the attack, Tehran
issued a direct ultimatum.
According to Qalibaf, when Trump posted a public state-
ment claiming Iran had agreed to reopen the strategic
Strait of Hormuz as part of a blockade removal, Tehran

tion.

delivered an immediate warning through diplomatic me-
diators: correct the claim, or face swift military retalia-

“| told the mediators that if this post was not removed
immediately, we would strike with full intensity,” Qalibaf
said. “Fifty-eight minutes later, Trump altered the state-
ment, writing instead that the strait would reopen within

the agreed framework.” Qalibaf framed the retreat as

proof that armed strength remains vital to diplomatic vic-
tory. “This reflects the dignity of Islam; it demonstrates
that negotiation itself is a form of struggle,” he said.

Iran, Brazil stress
joint roadmap
for economic

cooperation

The Iranian Deputy Minis-
ter of Economic Affairs and
Finance and Brazil's Deputy
Minister of Economy met on
the sidelines of the BRICS Fi-
nance Ministers and Central
Bank Governors meeting in
Jaipur, India, to review co-
operation capacities between
the two countries. They em-
phasized the need for a joint
roadmap to expand economic
relations, support the private
sector, and increase bilateral
trade.

According to IRNA, Mehdi
Heydari, Iran’s Deputy Minis-
ter of Economic Affairs and
Finance, held talks with Mat-
ias Alencastro, Brazil's Deputy
Minister of Economy for In-
ternational Affairs, to explore
ways to develop and facilitate
economic and trade coopera-
tion between the two nations.
During the meeting, both
sides reviewed the capacities
and areas of economic coop-
eration between Iran and Bra-
zil and stressed the necessity
of drafting a joint roadmap
for economic collaboration
aimed at supporting private
sector activity and boosting
bilateral trade.

Heydari expressed gratitude
for Brazil's support of Iran’s
membership in the New De-
velopment Bank (NDB), em-
phasized the complementary
nature of the two countries’
needs and production capac-
ities, and proposed designing
operational mechanisms to
support the private sector and
develop bilateral trade.

The Iranian deputy minister
identified utilizing capacities
such as local currency trans-
actions and barter arrange-
ments for certain products of
the two countries as meas-
ures that could help reduce
existing trade barriers.
During the meeting, both
sides also emphasized the
importance of establishing
stability and resilience in the
value chain of goods between
the two countries as a prereq-
uisite for expanding bilateral
trade.

Enhancing agricultural co-
operation, particularly in ex-
changing goods needed by
both countries, and designing
a reliable mechanism to fa-
cilitate trade exchanges were
among other areas of mutual
agreement.

Given the presence and ac-
tivity of Iranian and Brazilian
investors and with the aim of
providing a suitable platform
for developing these interac-
tions, the two sides stressed
the need to pursue negotia-
tions and finalize basic eco-
nomic agreements, including
a double taxation avoidance
agreement and an agreement
on the encouragement and
reciprocal protection of in-
vestments.

In conclusion, Iran’s Depu-
ty Minister of Economy and
Brazil's Deputy Minister of
Economy emphasized the
continuation of consultations
and follow-up on existing
agreements with the goal of
deepening economic ties,
increasing  bilateral trade,
and preparing the ground for
greater presence and activity
of the private sector in both
countries.
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Major General Va-
hidi: Iran brought

the world’s most

heavily armed mil-
itary to its knees

The Commander-in-Chief of
the Islamic Revolution Guards
Corps (IRGC) says Iran has
brought the world’s most heav-
ily armed military to its knees.
Major General Ahmad Vahidi
made the statement following
months of successful offen-
sive and defensive operations
against the United States carried
out under heavy fire.

In a message thanking Iranian
armed forces for six months of
unprecedented jihad, General
Vahidi said their performance
against the enemies of human-
ity captivated the world. He add-
ed that these actions restored
hope to oppressed people that
global powers can be defeated.
Vahidi noted that Iranian forc-
es fought victoriously under
extremely difficult conditions,
ranging from the scorching
heat and high humidity of the
southern islands to the cold of
the northern border mountains.
He said these forces recreated
the heroic spirit of the eight-
year war with Irag, as well as
the historic battles of Badr and
Khaybar.

He explained that under the
leadership of Ayatollah Seyyed
Mojtaba Khamenei, innovative
battlefield management and di-
vine help opened new paths for
resistance worldwide. He stated
this showed that an Islamic or-
der can prevail globally. Vahidi
also thanked the lranian peo-
ple for their continued support,
saying the world will soon be
prepared for divine leadership.
The US and Israel launched a
war on Iran on February. How-
ever, just forty days later, on
April 8, the aggressors were
forced to accept a ceasefire
because of Iran’s strong resist-
ance and retaliatory strikes. This
performance earned Iran wide-
spread international respect.
By standing firm against heavy
attacks, Iranian forces proved
that true faith and determination
can overcome the greatest war
machine in history. General Va-
hidi emphasized that these suc-
cessful operations showed all
oppressed people that no mili-
tary force, however powerful, is
invincible when facing a united
nation. The strength shown on
the battlefield proved that an
Islamic system can protect its
land and defeat its enemies un-
der any conditions.

This historic victory has brought
great hope to suffering people
across the region, especially in
Palestine and Lebanon. Gener-
al Vahidi expressed confidence
that their pain and suffering will
soon end as the power of global
oppressors weakens. The sacri-
fices made by lranian soldiers
have shown the world that re-
sistance against aggression will
always lead to ultimate triumph
and justice.
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H - Olympic gold medal winner Hossein
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pion Tavako" coach of Esteghlal’s weightlifting
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Which Is Better for Gut Health

By:

Green tea contains antioxidants that
help neutralize destructive free radicals
and support “good” gut bacteria. Herbal
teas (also called tisanes) contain various
plant compounds that can help with is-
sues such as bloating, sleep, and blood
pressure.12

Catechins Fuel Green Tea’s Antioxidant
Power

Green tea comes from the leaves of the
Camellia sinensis plant (as does black
tea). The leaves used to make green tea
are not oxidized during processing. As
a result, green tea stays lighter in color
than black tea and retains more antioxi-
dant catechin compounds.3
Epigallocatechin gallate (EGCG) is the
most abundant catechin in green tea.
Laboratory and clinical studies suggest
EGCG may benefit heart and metabolic
health in these ways:4

Newspopet
I lsfohan

teghlal weight-
lifting coach

team after signing an official con-
tract with the Tehran-based club.

Tavakoli, a celebrated figure in Ira-
nian sport and the gold medalist in
the 105kg weight category at the
2000 Sydney Olympics, will take

Herbal Tea vs. Green Tea;
and Antioxidants?

 Helps reduce oxidative stress {an
imbalance between antioxidants and
destructive free radicals)s

« Inhibits lipid peroxidation (fats |
take on oxygen and contribute to
cardiovascular and neurologic /
diseases)6 /
= Supports endothelial function

(a layer of cells in blood ves- |
sels important for blood flow

and blood pressure)4

A typical cup of green

tea contains about

50 to 150 mil-

ligrams of

catechins,

though the

amount

can vary

d e

pend-

‘ ing on the tea variety, brewing

temperature, and steeping
time.7
Why “Herbal Tea” Isn’t
Technically Tea
Because herbal teas don’t
come from the Camellia sinen-
sis plant, they aren’t technically
tea. Scientists and tea experts

Source:

call these plant-based infusions tisanes.
Most herbal tisanes are naturally caf-
feine-free, but those with yerba maté,
guayusa, or cacao have some caf-
feine.89
4 Popular Hetbal Teas and Their
.. Benefits
Herbal teas differ in their antiox-
idants and gut health benefits,
including these four:
« Chamomile (Matricaria
chamomilla): This flo-
ral tisane contains
apigenin, an an-
tioxidant  that
binds to
specific re-
ceptors in
the brain.
This
mecha-

charge of Esteghlal as the club
looks to strengthen their presence
in weightlifting.

At the Sydney Games, Tavakoli de-
livered a memorable performance
to claim Olympic gold for Iran in the
105kg division, securing his place
among the country’s most success-
ful weightlifters.

nism helps promote relaxation and im-
prove sleep hygiene.10

* Peppermint (Mentha x piperita): This
minty tisane is a natural antispasmodic.
It can relax the smooth muscles of the
gastrointestinal tract, which helps allevi-
ate abdominal discomfort.11

e Hibiscus (Hibiscus sabdariffa): This
tart infusion is rich in anthocyanins,
which have been shown in clinical tri-
als to support vascular elasticity and
healthy blood pressure levels by inhib-
iting  angiotensin-converting enzyme
(ACE) activity.12

* Ginger (Zingiber officinale): The bio-
active compounds in ginger stimulate
gastric motility. This makes it an evi-
dence-bhased home remedy for reducing
nausea and speeding up “slow” diges-
tion. Green Tea Feeds “Good” Gut Bac-
teria

The heads of Iran’s executive, legislative, and judicial branches convened on
Saturday for a high-level trilateral session aimed at streamlining governance
and fortifying internal cohesion.

President Masoud Pezeshkian hosted the strategic gathering at the presidential
complex in Tehran, joined by Parliament Speaker Mohammad Baqger Qalibaf
and Judiciary Chief Hojjatoleslam Gholam-Hossein Mohseni Ejei.

During the session, the top leadership evaluated the nation’s key political,
economic, and security developments. Discussions focused on establishing
unified strategies across all state apparatuses to accelerate policy execution,
optimize economic resilience, and address the immediate public interest.

A major theme of the meeting was the imperative of inter-branch synergy and
unwavering national solidarity, particularly in light of recent external conflicts
and military escalation provoked by the United States and Israel. The three
officials emphasized that steadfast coordination among the branches of gov-
ernment remains the nation’s strongest pillar of resistance.

They urged all government institutions and social factions to maintain harmo-
ny and strictly avoid internal divisions. This stance directly echoes the explicit
guidance of Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khame-
nei, who has repeatedly warned against political discord and stressed that unity
is a red line for safeguarding the country’s sovereignty and public interests.

Pezeshkian underscores
commitment to stronger ties with India

Iran’s president has reaffirmed Teh-
ran’s determination to deepen relations
with New Delhi.

In a congratulatory message sent on
Saturday to Indian Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, the Indian government,
and the people of India on the occasion
of the country’s 79th Independence
Day, President Masoud Pezeshkian
underscored Iran’s readiness to take
further concrete steps to strengthen
bilateral ties based on mutual trust.
“Iran is ready to take more effective

steps toward strengthening relations
between the two countries and ad-
vancing the shared interests of the two
nations based on mutual trust and re-
spect, while making full use of the ex-
tensive potential that exists,” Pezeshki-
an said.

He highlighted the deep historical, cul-
tural, and civilizational bonds between
the two countries, along with their
strong people-to-people connections,
as a solid and valuable foundation for
building an even brighter future for bi-

lateral relations.

He stressed the importance of expand-
ing comprehensive cooperation and
reaffirmed Iran’s firm commitment
to utilizing the existing capacities of
Iran and India to further deepen their
partnership and promote common in-
terests.

Pezeshkian also wished India continued
progress, prosperity, and well-being,
expressing confidence that the long-
standing bilateral friendship between
the two countries will further grow.

Military official: Three Irantan pilots held
captive I Qatar for nearly six months

An lIranian military official said on
Saturday that three Iranian pilots were
captured alive by Qatari forces after
their Su-24 fighter jets went down
during retaliatory strikes against US
bases nearly six months ago.
Brigadier ~ General ~ Mohammad
Bagherzadeh, commander of the
Missing Persons Search Committee
of the Iranian Armed Forces Gener-
al Staff, said the three airmen were
among four crew members aboard
two ftactical aircraft that crashed
during the military confrontation
involving the US and Israel. Three
Iranian pilots were captured alive by
Qatari forces after their Su-24 fighter
jets crashed during March attacks,
Bagherzadeh stated in an official letter
addressed to the International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross.

He identified the detained airmen as
Javad Salehi, Abdolmajid Dashtian,
and Omran Behraveshian, revealing
that they have been held in Qatari cus-
tody for six months without access
to their families or diplomatic rep-
resentation. In his letter, Bagherzadeh
demanded their immediate release
and urged the Red Cross to inspect
their living and health conditions un-
der international humanitarian law.
Iran’s military previously confirmed
the retrieval of the body of Brigadier
General Majid Kazemi, the fourth pi-
lot, who was killed during the March
strike targeting Al Udeid Air Base in

Qatar, which serves as the largest US
military installation in West Asia and
forward headquarters for US Central
Command.

While Tehran had initially listed the
remaining crew members as missing,
confirmation of their live capture by
Qatari forces had not been publicly
disclosed until now. Tehran’s appeal
to the Red Cross highlights a severe
violation of international humanitarian
law. Under Articles 70 and 78 of the
Third Geneva Convention, detaining
military personnel without consular
access, family communication, or
neutral humanitarian oversight con-
stitutes a direct breach of interna-
tional standards governing prisoners
of war, falling under the purview of
war crimes that warrant immediate
international investigation. By keeping
these brave aviators in isolated deten-
tion and refusing to clarify their status
for half a year, Qatari authorities risk
compromising their declared neutrali-
ty and becoming complicit in enabling
foreign military operations that threat-
en regional security. Iranian commen-
tators emphasize that the historic
March operations demonstrated the
Islamic Republic’s operational reach,
military resolve, and willingness to
target critical assets supporting for-
eign aggression, making the immedi-
ate, dignified return of these captured
hero pilots an urgent matter of nation-
al sovereignty and military honor.
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