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Agriculture, energy
ministries’ systems
connected for smart
water management

The Director General of the Agricultur-
al Water Affairs Office at the Ministry
of Agriculture announced the ground-
work for initiating the implementation
phases of connecting the agricultural
production zoning and cropping pat-
tern systems with the water systems
of the Ministry of Energy, stating that
this program has been placed on the
agenda with the aim of optimizing
water utilization and determining the
water consumption volume for each
farmer.

According to a report by IRNA from
the Ministry of Agriculture, Amir He-
dayati added that with the creation of
this shared platform, for the first time,
direct connectivity between water
resource data and agricultural pro-
duction information and cropping pat-
terns will be made possible, and this
measure will play an important role
in increasing water productivity and
policymaking in the agricultural sector.
The Director General of the Agricultur-
al Water Affairs Office at the Ministry
of Agriculture stated that it has been
agreed that in the first step of this pro-
gram, the SAMAB system of the Min-
istry of Energy, which contains basic
water resource data, will be connected
to the agricultural production zoning
system of the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, which holds data on agricultural
operators, so that the information of
agricultural operators can be matched
with the information of operators hold-
ing water resource extraction permits.
He clarified that in subsequent stag-
es, other systems of the Ministry of
Agriculture, including the “My Farm”
system, will also be connected to the
relevant systems of the Ministry of En-
ergy, and data exchange will take place
on a broader scale.

Hedayati said that the Ministry of Ag-
riculture possesses comprehensive
and up-to-date systems in the areas
of operator information, cultivation,
production, and implementation of
cropping patterns, but the most im-
portant gap until now has been the
lack of direct access to water resource
information, and for this reason, it has
not been possible to simultaneously
analyze production volume and water
consumption.

He added that currently, agricultural
production information is recorded
and monitored in the ministry’s sys-
tems, and the Ministry of Energy also
holds information on water resources
and extraction volumes from various
plains in its systems. Therefore, the
connection of these two datasets will
make it possible to calculate produc-
tion volume in proportion to the water
consumed by each operator.

The official, noting that follow-up on
this program began about two years
ago, emphasized that the issue of con-
necting water systems with cropping
pattern and agricultural production
zoning systems was examined in two
meetings of the Coordination Gouncil
of Deputies of the Ministries of Ag-
riculture and Energy. Subsequently,
a joint working group consisting of
managers and technical experts from
the two ministries was formed, which
has held numerous meetings to date
to prepare the technical and legal in-
frastructure for the project.

The Director General of the Agri-
cultural Water Affairs Office at the
Ministry of Agriculture clarified that
in accordance with the laws and reg-
ulations concerning data exchange
between executive bodies, a signif-
icant portion of the legal processes
has been completed, and over the
past month, trial data exchange be-
tween the two ministries has been
recorded.
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Trumyp's top ceneral seeks ‘off-ramy’as lran war exposes limits of US military power

US Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Gen. Dan Caine has
privately warned senior White
House officials that Washing-
ton needs to find an “off-ramp”
from its war with Iran, acknowl-
edging that further military
escalation could backfire and
that airpower alone is unlikely
to achieve President Donald
Trump’s stated objectives, ac-
cording to a report by CNN.
The revelation, based on in-
terviews with three sources
familiar with the discussions,
offers a striking picture of the
difficulties facing the United
States nearly six months into
a war that Washington initially
presented as a campaign capa-
ble of crippling Iran’s military
capabilities and forcing Tehran
to accept US demands.

Caine has reportedly discussed
his concerns with other senior
officials, including CIA Direc-
tor John Ratcliffe, Secretary
of State Marco Rubio and Vice
President JD Vance. According
to the American media outlet,
the meetings were intended to
coordinate the administration’s
position and make clear the
limitations and potential conse-
quences of the military options
available to Trump, including
options that would not involve
deploying US ground troops.
The US general’'s reported po-

sition is particularly significant
because it contradicts the im-
age of an Iran that Washington
had repeatedly portrayed as
having been decisively weak-
ened by months of military
operations. Instead, the as-
sessment emerging from in-
side the Trump administration
is that there is no easy military
solution to a conflict that has
increasingly exposed the limits
of US airpower.

Caine has reportedly told law-
makers publicly that “airpower
has its limits,” while privately
making the case that bombing
alone is unlikely to deliver the
political outcome Trump wants.
That assessment comes as the
United States faces increasing-
ly difficult choices over how to
continue the war without be-
coming further entangled in a
conflict that has already placed
enormous pressure on its mili-
tary resources.

Trump has consistently re-
sisted deploying  American
ground troops in Iran and has
instead appeared to believe
that sustained airstrikes could
force Tehran to agree to a deal
on Washington’s terms. But
according to CNN’s sources,
Caine and other senior officials
privately regard such an out-
come as unlikely.

The problem is that the alterna-
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tives are even more dangerous.
A major ground operation
against Iran could require a
massive military commitment
and potentially cost thousands
of American lives. While Penta-
gon planners have considered
such scenarios, CNN reported
that no one in the administra-
tion is currently advocating
such a drastic step.

That leaves Washington facing
a strategic dilemma: escalation
could produce consequenc-
es that are difficult to control,
while reducing the intensity of
the campaign risks exposing
the failure to achieve the ob-
jectives for which the war was
launched.

The dilemma became particu-
larly clear in late July, when
Trump was prepared to initial-
ly approve what he described
as a “massive” new operation
against Iran. Several of his sen-
ior officials, however, were con-
cerned about the likely conse-
quences of another escalation.
According to CNN, the only el-
ements strongly supporting the
operation were parts of the US
Central Command, while Israel
also broadly backed an escala-
tion.

Trump eventually stepped back
after consultations with Middle
Eastern allies, who reportedly
warned him that Iran could re-

taliate against their energy in-
frastructure. The possibility of
Iranian retaliation has become a
major concern for Persian Gulf
states, particularly as American
stockpiles of key munitions
have continued to decline.

The United States therefore
finds itself in the unusual po-
sition of contemplating a major
escalation while simultaneous-
ly worrying about its ability to
sustain the campaign and pro-
tect its regional partners.

CNN reported that dwindling
stocks of advanced Ameri-
can munitions have become a
factor in Washington’s calcu-
lations. Persian Gulf officials
have also reportedly warned
US officials that shortages of
high-end American air-defense
systems could undermine their
ability to defend themselves
against Iranian retaliation if
Washington chooses to inten-
sify the war.

Trump has repeatedly threat-
ened to strike Iran’s energy
infrastructure. Yet even within
his administration, there are
doubts that such attacks would
force Tehran to capitulate.
Instead, according to sources
cited by CNN, attacks on Iran’s
energy infrastructure could
provoke retaliatory  strikes
against the energy facilities of
US allies in the Persian Gulf.
Such attacks could also fur-
ther strengthen Iranian public
resistance rather than turn the
population against the govern-
ment.

The conflict began with the
United States and Israel bet-
ting that overwhelming military
force could rapidly weaken Iran
and compel Tehran to accept
their demands. But Iran’s con-
tinued ability to resist, retaliate
and preserve its core military
capabilities has complicated
those calculations.

Instead of producing a quick
victory, the campaign has
developed into a prolonged
confrontation in which Wash-
ington must continually weigh
the military benefits of escala-
tion against the possibility of a
much wider regional war.

The reported concerns of Caine
also reveal the pressure that
the conflict has placed on the
US military. Before the war,
American military leaders had
reportedly warned Trump that
a prolonged campaign could
put pressure on US weapons
stocks, particularly supplies
needed to support Israel and
Ukraine.

Now, according to a source
cited previously by CNN, sen-
ior US commanders believe
American munitions stocks are
“dangerously low.”

For Iran, the developments
underline the importance of
its ability to withstand a pro-
longed campaign by a vastly
more powerful military force.
Washington’s own internal
assessments now appear to
acknowledge what Tehran has
maintained throughout the
conflict: military strikes alone
cannot easily compel Iran to
surrender its national interests
or dictate its political decisions.
The unfolding crisis also rais-
es questions about the strate-
gy promoted by lIsraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
whose long-standing approach
has relied heavily on military
pressure against Iran. Rather
than delivering the decisive out-
come envisioned by Israel, the
war has left the United States
facing depleted munitions,
growing regional risks and
increasingly difficult military
choices.

What was presented as a cam-
paign designed to break Iran’s
resistance has instead exposed
the limits of American and Is-
raeli military calculations.

The reported search by Trump’s
top general for an “off-ramp” is
therefore more than an inter-
nal disagreement over tactics.
It is a sign that Washington
is confronting the strategic
consequences of a war whose
promised quick victory has
failed to materialize — leaving
Trump increasingly caught in a
widening quagmire created by
a strategy heavily influenced by
Netanyahu’s plans that, at least
so far, have fallen flat.

[ran judictary warns ene

my crimes will be punished

Iran’s Judiciary spokesman Asghar
Jahangir has warned that crimes
committed against nations and Is-
lamic movements will not go unan-
swered, saying those responsible will
ultimately be held accountable.

Speaking at a press conference on
Saturday, Jahangir said the perpe-

trators of such acts would eventually
face punishment for their actions.

“Certainly, [the enemy] will be held
accountable for these actions,” he
said. “We hope that the criminals
and perpetrators of these actions will
soon receive the punishment for their
deeds at the hands of Muslims and

freedom-seekers.”

Speaking on Saturday, August 8,
also known as Journalist’s Day, on
Iranian calendar, Jahangir also called
on Iranian journalists and media or-
ganizations to remain vigilant against
‘efforts by Iran’s adversaries to ma-
nipulate public discourse and divert
attention from the country’s main
concerns.’

He said the media should be careful
not to allow issues of secondary im-
portance to overshadow matters that
directly affect society’s welfare and
security.

“The enemy seeks to make the main
issues and real concerns of society
appear secondary, while presenting
issues of secondary importance as
the main issues and priorities of so-
ciety,” Jahangir said.

He urged media outlets to avoid
amplifying peripheral narratives that
have little bearing on people’s lives or
national security, warning that such
coverage could inadvertently serve
the objectives of Iran’s adversaries.
Addressing the legal case concerning
victims of the Minab tragedy and the

attack on Shajareh Tayebeh School,
Jahangir said the case was being
investigated by the Tehran Prosecu-
tor’s Office.

He said a final decision in the case
would be issued within two weeks
and identified the Israeli regime and
the US government as defendants.
Jahangir also criticized ‘attempts
by some Western media outlets to
downplay or censor coverage of the
annual Arbaeen pilgrimage, arguing
that such reporting failed to reflect
the scale and broader religious and
humanitarian dimensions of the
event.’

He said the Arbaeen gathering, which
draws millions of pilgrims to lIraq
and has significant participation from
Iran and other countries, carries re-
ligious and humanitarian messages
that extend beyond national borders.
“If human society awakens and prop-
erly recognizes the religious and
human values inherent in this great
movement, it will certainly stand
against the currents of arrogance,
oppression and injustice,” Jahangir
said.
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Iran-India joint

trade working

group reviving
necessary

The Deputy Minister of In-
dustry, Mining and Trade
for Commercial Affairs
emphasized the revival of
the Iran-India Joint Trade
Working Group to expand
trade relations between
the two countries.
According to a report by
IRNA from the Minis-
try of Industry, Mining
and Trade, Mohammad
Sadegh Mofatteh stated,
during a meeting with
Amardeep Singh Bhatia,
the Deputy Minister of
Commerce and Industry
of India: “This working
group held three sessions
up until 2015 and played
a highly  constructive
role in developing trade
between the two coun-
tries. Unfortunately, since
2015, it became inactive
due to political reasons
and sanctions.”

He continued:  “This
working group will be
the responsibility of the
deputies for commercial
affairs and industry of the
two countries, and its re-
activation can play a sig-
nificant role in resolving
problems and obstacles
hindering trade exchang-
es between the two na-
tions.”

Mofatteh emphasized the
diversification of services
provided by India’s UCO
Bank to Iranian traders
and said:  “Activation
of this bank can play a
constructive role in de-
veloping trade relations
between the two coun-
tries and increasing Iran’s
export share to India.”
He proposed that UCO
Bank’s banking services
to Iranian traders be ex-
tended to sectors such
as industry, mining, elec-
tricity, construction, and
services, using Indian
rupees.

The Deputy Minister of
Industry, Mining and
Trade for Commercial
Affairs also referred to
establishing a regular and
continuous shipping line
between Indian ports and
Chabahar Port, stating:
“Establishing this ship-
ping line on a continuous
and regular basis will play
a key role in developing
Chabahar Port and also
provide the necessary
groundwork for growth of
investment in Chabahar.”
Mofatteh expressed: “So
far, there has been no reg-
ular line between Chaba-
har Port and Indian ports.
The only existing line is
the Islamic Republic of
Iran Shipping Line, which
is not regular and carries
cargo only as it becomes
available. Therefore, es-
tablishing a regular week-
ly or bi-weekly line can
help develop the port and
attract investors.”
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Completion of
160,000 resi-
dential units on
agenda

The Chairman of the Na-
tional Housing Fund stat-
ed: This year, the fund
aims to complete and in-
augurate 160,000 residen-
tial units.

Khosrow Mokhtari, in an
exclusive interview with
IRNA, regarding the prior-
itization of fund resource
allocation, added: As one
of the final links in the
housing supply chain, the
fund helps accelerate the
completion and delivery of
projects.

He said: The government’s
priority this year is the
completion and inaugura-
tion of 160,000 residential
units, and following the
government, the Nation-
al Housing Fund will also
support the completion
of these same units. Part
of the facilities for these
units had been paid in pre-
vious years, but since last
year, the fund’s approach
changed, and resource
allocation shifted from
“project” to “project ben-
eficiaries.”

Mokhtari clarified: This ac-
celerated progress, settled
outstanding  obligations,
increased  participation,
equity, and self-supervi-
sion by the people, and
created synergy among
the triangle of contractor,
people, and provincial of-
fices of Roads and Urban
Development.

The Chairman of the Na-
tional Housing Fund not-
ed: Under the previous
approach, fund resources
were disbursed, but due to
the lack of a clear account-
able party, 86% of re-
sources faced default and
were not recovered. In ef-
fect, beneficiaries were not
informed about the facility
disbursement and regard-
ed it as government grant
aid, nor did the contractor
have incentive to finish the
project, because project
risk was transferred to the
employer, and over 90%
of contracts were conclud-
ed on a bill-of-quantities
basis, which were subject
to adjustment and price
increases.

Mokhtari stated: We as-
sess capacity every three
months and allocate re-
sources to deliverable
projects. Although current
resources are insufficient,
we have potential receiva-
bles that, if supported and
collected, could enable us
to play a more effective
role.

The Chairman of the Na-
tional  Housing  Fund,
regarding provincial dis-
tribution of resources,
said: The National Hous-
ing Fund does not have
a provincial structure or
branches, and resource
distribution is done based
on the national ID code of
eligible individuals in the
“Tam” system. We do not
define provincial quotas
so that resources are not
trapped; therefore, if a
province does not apply,
the quota is given to lead-
ing projects in other prov-
inces to maintain resource
effectiveness.
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Women’s pa-
ra-taekwondo
team prepare

for 2026 Asian
Para Games

Source:
By:

Strawberries offer a rich blend of nu-
trients that support overall health and
wellness. Regular consumption can help
maintain blood sugar levels, boost im-
munity, and promote heart and cognitive
health.

1. Maintains Blood Sugar Level
Strawberries have a lower glycemic
index, which means they don’t cause
blood sugar levels to spike as much as
other fruits. This makes them a great
choice for people with diabetes.1

2. Supports Anti-Inflammatory and
Wound-Healing

Strawberries contain antioxidants and vi-
tamin C, which can help reduce pain and
inflammation from conditions like osteo-
arthritis and promote skin healing.23

3. Promotes Heart Health

Eating at least three servings of straw-
berries per week may reduce the risk of
a heart attack in a study on young and
middle-aged women. The fruit's antho-
cyanins (antioxidants), flavonoids, and

Secretary of Iran’s Supreme National Security Council Mohammad
Bager Zolgadr has set out six conditions for the reopening of the
Strait of Hormuz, saying the strategic waterway will remain closed
until the United States changes its hostile conduct toward Iran.

In a message released on Saturday, Zolgadr said, “Until America
corrects its behavior, the Strait of Hormuz will not be reopened.”
He outlined six measures that would constitute a change in US pol-

icy toward the country:

1. End threats and insults against Iran, including any threats to the
country’s national and religious sanctities.

potassium can help lower blood pres-
sure.45

4. Supports a Healthy Inmune System
The generous amount of vitamin C in
strawberries can help bolster immune
system cells that protect against viruses
and bacteria.67

5. Boosts Folate

Strawberries can serve as a solid source
of folate or vitamin B9, which is crucial
for the body’s DNA maintenance and
particularly important for a healthy preg-
nancy.8

6. Helps Lower Cancer Risk

The antioxidants found in strawber-
ries might help protect against cancer.
However, more research is needed to
determine how these compounds can
reduce inflammation and inhibit cancer
cell spread.910

7. Reduces Cholesterol

Some promising studies show that daily
strawberry consumption may help low-
er total cholesterol by up to 10% and

stolen.

The senior security official said the six points represented the de-

|
Hormuz reopening

low-density lipoprotein (LDL) choles-
terol (often referred to as “pad”
cholesterol) by 13%.

How Many Strawberries
Should You Eat in a Day? /=
Everyone’s dietary needs
differ based on age, med- %
ical history, overall health,
and more. But for most
healthy adults, just 1 cup of
strawberries provides 100% of
their daily vitamin C needs.1
Studies show that eating at least
1.5 10 1.75 cups of strawherries per
week seems to be the sweet spot for
seeing some of the fruit’s other health
benefits. 1415

Strawberries (and other berries) will
last longer if placed in the coldest part
of your refrigerator, like a produce draw-
er or a sealed container. If possible, eat
them within three days to get the most
out of their nutritional value and fresh-
ness.16

2 . Permanently end the war and aggression against Iran and its
allies in Lebanon, Palestine, Yemen and Irag.
3 . Lift the naval blockade and withdraw US military forces, includ-
ing naval and air forces, from around Iran.
4. Fully compensate Iran for damages caused by ‘two wars of ag-
gression and imposition.’
5. Lift all “unjust and illegal” sanctions imposed on the Iranian people.
6 . Unconditionally release Iranian assets that were blocked and

Yth martyrdom ammiversary of Mohsen Hojajt

August 9 marks the ninth martyrdom
anniversary of Mohsen Hojaji, an IRGC
soldier who was captured and tortured
by ISIS. Martyr Hojaji was the age of
26 when he was captured on August 7,
2017 and was beheaded by the terrorist
group two days later. This gruesome
crime was recorded and published caus-
ing widespread outrage.

Martyr Hojaji had volunteered to defend
the Holy Shrine of Lady Zaynab (sa) in
Damascus, Syria; his dream was to be
martyred defending the shrine of Lady
Zaynab (sa). In the book where his life
story is re-told, “With His Head Held
High,” it is recalled that he said “Pray,
my friend. All that’s left for me is to lose
my head on the path of Zaynab.”

Martyr Hojaji was one of many who ded-
icated their lives to the truth. They were
not just defending the Holy Shrines, but
were also defending the project, the Axis
of Resistance, that was being built to
fight U.S. imperialism and Zionism in

the region. The emergence of ISIS in the
region was no accident; the U.S. has a
track record of arming and funding ter-
rorist groups to move forward with their
own goals of hegemonizing the region.
The direct attacks on the Islamic Re-
public of Iran today, occurred after the
terrorist takeover in Syria which was the
U.S. and “Israel’s” plan. Jolani, the leader
of Syria today was an al-Qaeda member
that the U.S. had put out a bounty for,
with the reward being $10 million.
Ultimately, the bounty was removed by
the U.S. as the U.S. Assistant Secretary
of State for Near Eastern Affairs met with
him and others in Damascus back in De-
cember of 2024. These were the same
terrorists that Martyr Mohsen Hojaji and
other defenders were fighting against.

In the words of Martyred Leader Sayed
Ali Khamenei, “Beloved Martyr Hojaji
shined brilliantly in a world where there
are plenty of deceptive audio and visual
outlets, and God placed him before

everyone’s eyes as proof. Today many
young individuals with high motivations
and incredible faith sacrifice their lives,
families, and comforts passionately
fighting the enemy to protect their val-
ues, and one should appreciate such
new, valuable evolution.”

It is without a doubt that the fight
against the U.S. and its proxies contin-
ues. We live in a time where falsehood
is widespread not only with the events
of today, but also with the events that
have occurred in the past. This is why
it is crucial to remember the defenders
of the truth and to cherish their lega-
cies.

Martyr Mohsen Hojaji was beheaded
defending the truth, just like his master
Imam Hussein (as). We see parallels to
the Tragedy of Karbala repeatedly, and
they serve as a reminder that no matter
the time we live in—we will have the
choice of either siding with the truth or
siding with falsehood.

Iran’s women’s para-tagkwondo team
are stepping up their preparations for
the 2026 Asian Para Games in Nago-
ya, with officials closely monitoring
the national squad’s training camp.
Ghafour Kargari, president of Iran’s
National Paralympic Committee, made
a visit to the women’s national pa-
ra-taekwondo training camp at Iran’s

Taekwondo House after meeting Hadi
Afshar, secretary of the Iranian Taek-
wondo Federation.

Women’s national team head coach
Atefeh Keshavarz, along with Paris
2024 Paralympic silver medalist Zah-
ra Rahimi and several other national
team athletes, also shared their views,
plans and concerns with the officials.

mands of the Iranian people, who had expressed their position

through an ongoing presence “on the battlefield and in the streets”

for 160 days.

“The Supreme National Security Council will never back down, nei-

ther in war nor in negotiations,” Zolgadr said.

His statement comes amid ongoing diplomatic efforts concerning

arrangements for the Strait of Hormuz, a vital international ship-
ping corridor whose reopening has become a central issue in dis-

cussions involving Iran, Oman and other regional and international

actors.

dependsn US, Iraan says

.

Iranian  Foreign  Minister ~ Abbas
Araghchi has said negotiations be-
tween Iran and Oman on arrange-
ments for managing the Strait of Hor-
muz are nearing an agreement, while
stressing that reopening the strategic
waterway remains contingent on the
United States addressing its viola-
tions of the Islamabad memorandum
of understanding.

Speaking to reporters on Saturday,
Araghchi said Tehran and Muscat
were working to establish a legal
framework for managing vessel traf-
fic through the strait, including the
designation of a new shipping route.
“We are very close to an agreement,”
he said, while emphasizing that sever-
al other conditions must also be met
before the waterway can fully reopen.
Araghchi said a Traffic Separation
Scheme previously used for vessels
transiting the strait was no longer
acceptable to Iran and that a new
scheme would have to be estab-
lished. Given the technical and legal
complexities involved, he said Iran
and Oman were currently considering
a temporary route that could serve
as the basis for a permanent traffic
scheme.

Iranian and Omani military and naval
officials have been conducting techni-
cal discussions using existing maps,
he said, adding that the final route
would be determined once those con-
sultations are complete.

The foreign minister also reiterated

Tehran’s position that alleged viola-
tions of the Islamabad MoU must be
addressed individually. He said Iran
had been implementing Article 5 of
the agreement and had expected mar-
itime traffic to return to normal within
a month.

According to Araghchi, shipping ac-
tivity had already recovered to around
60 percent of normal levels within two
weeks. He accused the United States,
however, of attempting to establish
alternative routes through the Strait
of Hormuz despite Iranian warnings
and of seeking to undermine Iran’s
management of the waterway.

“The violation of the memorandum
of understanding and Iran’s manage-
ment of the Strait of Hormuz are by
no means acceptable to the Islamic
Republic of Iran,” he said.

The comments followed remarks by
IRGC spokesman General Hossein
Mohebbi, who said the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz was separate
from the Iran-Oman negotiations and
would ultimately depend on Washing-
ton accepting Iran’s conditions.
Mohebbi said the waterway was gov-
erned by its own legal and defensive
mechanisms and urged the United
States not to interfere in negotiations
between Iran, Oman and other re-
gional countries. He said conditions
for reopening would be established
once Washington accepted Iran’s
terms and ended its interventionist
approach.
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