Which Medications Gan Increase Sun Sensitivity?.
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Iran’s electricity
industry transitioning
to advanced models

The managing director of Iran’s Pow-
er Generation, Transmission, and
Distribution Management Company
(Tavanir) said: The country’s elec-
tricity industry is transitioning from
traditional models to advanced and
resilient ones in critical and sensitive
conditions.

According to IRNA, Mohammad Al-
lahdad said on Tuesday at the water
and electricity industry meeting of
Zanjan province, with a compre-
hensive analysis of resilience and
sustainability strategies for the coun-
try’s power grid in crisis conditions,
considering recent experience (war),
adding: The stability of the power
grid is not only a technical necessity
but also a vital component for nation-
al security.

Allahdad added: Given the vastness
of the country’s power grid (over one
million kilometers of network and
910,000 transmission and super-dis-
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[Tare gases mereases

To enhance the economic at-
tractiveness of projects, the
base price of flare gases in
tenders is determined based
on gas type, composition, re-
coverable liquid content, and
transmission costs. In some
locations with high transmis-
sion costs or difficult access,
the base gas price has been
reduced to zero to provide
greater incentives for inves-
tors to enter projects.

Of the more than 90 flare
points in the country, about 30
have so far been assigned to
the private sector. The assign-
ment of the remaining points
is contingent on the presence
of investors, finalization of ne-
gotiations, obtaining permits,
and project financing. The Qil
Ministry has also invited pet-
rochemical

Small solar power
plants to be devel-
oped for electricity
generation at con-
sumption point

An official said: The most impor-
tant advantages of small-scale and
distributed power plants include
generating electricity near the point
of consumption, reducing grid
losses, enhancing passive defense,
and creating economic benefits for
investors.

According to the Mehr News Agen-
cy, citing SATBA (Iran’s Renewable
Energy and Energy Efficiency Or-
ganization), Reza Fattahi, Director
General of the Office for Attracting
Public Participation in Renewables
at SATBA, cited electricity genera-

companies and tion near the point of consumption,

tribution  substations),
management alone is not sufficient,
and moving toward “decentralized
and sustainable governance” in facili-
ties, substations, and power plants is
an unavoidable requirement.

He referred to the grid’s performance
in facing threats according to field
assessments and said: We witnessed
the continuation of grid stability for
the twenty-third consecutive year,
even under conditions where the en-
emy targeted energy infrastructure
with direct attacks.

Allahdad, pointing to the extent of
the damages, stated: More than
two thousand areas of the country’s
power grid were struck, and 4,500
megawatts of capacity from mainly
private-sector power plants were de-
stroyed.

The managing director of Tavanir
Company continued: Despite this lev-
el of destruction, the country’s power
grid was able to maintain its stability
due to its designed structure, the lack
of centralization in power plants, and
smart management, which was the
cornerstone of the country’s stability.
Referring to the resilience of dis-
patching centers (network control
centers), he said: In the attack on

centralized

The capacity for collecting as-
sociated petroleum gases has
increased with the implemen-
tation of new projects, and the
target of reducing flaring to 35
million cubic meters per day is
being pursued.

According to Mehr News
Agency, the collection of flare
gases in Iran’s oil industry has
reached over 16 million cubic
meters per day, up from about
7 million cubic meters per day
before the start of the four-
teenth government, through
the operation of new process-
ing units and the execution of
short-term projects.
Associated petroleum gases,
which are generated dur-
ing crude oil production, are
burned in flares if the neces-
sary infrastructure for collec-
tion, transmission, sweeten-
ing, and processing is lacking.
This process, in addition to
wasting energy resources,
has significant environmen-
tal impacts in oil-rich regions
and can affect air quality and
the health of residents in these
areas.

depending on crude oil pro-
duction levels and operational
capacities, between 40 and 50
million cubic meters of gas are
still flared daily.

Increased crude oil production
also raises associated gas out-
put, and for this reason, the
simultaneous  development
of processing capacities and
transmission lines is essential
to prevent flaring from rising
again. In recent years, produc-
tion growth at some fields has
increased the need to review
and expand associated gas
collection programs.

The flare gas collection
program is being pursued
through both short-term and
long-term pathways. Short-
term projects are designed
with an implementation period
of 18 to 30 months to bring a
portion of flare gases into the
value chain in a shorter time
by assigning them to private
sector investors and buyers.
Within this framework, pro-
jects including Marun 5 in
the National Iranian South Qil
Company, the Dehloran gas

Simultaneously, five long-term
projects have been defined to
create sustainable associat-
ed gas processing capacity.
These projects include two
flare gas collection contracts
in East Karun, the construction
of the NGL 3200 plant in West
Karun, NGL 3100 in Dehloran,
and Kharg NGL for collecting
associated gases from the
Bahregan and Kharg regions.

The construction of refineries
and large processing units to
fully control flare gases typ-
ically requires 7 to 10 years.
However, the commissioning
of NGL 3200 in 2023 and NGL
3100 in August of this year
has brought part of the pro-
jected capacity for associated
gas processing online.

Reza Khilaei, Director of Qil
and Gas Production Supervi-
sion at the National Iranian Qil
Company, has announced that
the sustainable capacity pro-
jected in long-term flare gas
collection plans is about 1.9
billion cubic feet per day—a
capacity that covers part of
current flare gases and the

feedstock for downstream in-
dustries, petrochemicals, and
part of the country’s industrial
consumption.

Expanding flare gas collection
projects requires significant
investment in the construction
of pipelines, booster stations,
sweetening equipment, and
processing units. The disper-
sion of over 90 flare points
across seven provinces has
increased the cost of trans-
mission and the establishment
of collection networks.

A considerable portion of flare
gases is also sour, and pro-
cessing them requires spe-
cialized equipment. Supplying
this  equipment, especially
under conditions of foreign
exchange restrictions and the
complexity of the order regis-
tration process, is one of the
factors affecting project time-
lines.

To collect the bulk of flare gas-
es, an estimated investment of
about $6 billion is required, of
which approximately $4.5 bil-
lion has so far been provided
by the private sector. The main

downstream complexes to en-
ter these projects, as their par-
ticipation can increase the sta-
bility of their feedstock during
the cold months of the year.

In the Seventh National De-
velopment Plan, a mandate
has been set for the annual
collection of 16 billion cubic
meters of flare gas, of which
14 billion cubic meters falls
under the jurisdiction of the
National Iranian Qil Compa-
ny and 2 billion cubic meters
under the National Iranian Gas
Company. Previous plans to
achieve this target have been
rearranged, and assignment
calls have also been expanded.
The government has set a
target to reduce flare gas
volumes to about 35 million
cubic meters per day by the
end of the fourteenth govern-
ment. Achieving this goal de-
pends on completing ongoing
projects, resolving contrac-
tual and banking obstacles,
supplying equipment, and
increasing investor participa-
tion.

To monitor project progress,
visual equipment and online

reduction of grid losses, enhance-
ment of passive defense, and
creation of economic benefits for
investors as the most important
advantages of small-scale and dis-
tributed power plants.

Fattahi stated: The development
of new models, including the ag-
gregation model, utilizing the ca-
pacity of the energy exchange and
the green board, can increase the
attractiveness of investment in this
field and provide the ground for
broader public participation.
Referring to the country’s target
of achieving 12,000 megawatts of
renewable power plant capacity
by the end of the present Iranian
calendar year (March 20, 2027)
he said: So far, about 700 mega-
watts of demand for constructing
distributed power plants has been
registered.

Fattahi noted: Small power plants,
alongside large power plants, have
a significant share in the develop-
ment of renewable energies, and
due to the ease of connection to the
grid, they can account for a good
portion of the targeted capacity.
He concluded by saying: Achieving
this goal depends on providing
financial resources, controlling

South Pars, crisis management was
carried out in less than 10 minutes,
and rapid response and technical
measures, including switching pow-
er plant fuel from gas to liquid and
intelligent load reduction, prevented
the collapse of the national gas and

electricity grid. downstream

Based on available estimates,
approximately 80 million cubic
meters of associated gas are
currently produced daily in the
country. A portion of this vol-
ume is delivered to NGL units,
facilities,
the processing network, but

booster station, and the Haft-
kel gas injection station mod-
ification project have become
operational. The implementa-
tion of the Haftkel project has
made it possible to collect and
inject flare gases from this re-
gion after many years.

projects.

and

needs of future development

This capacity is estimated to
be close to the production
of one phase of South Pars
and, in addition to preventing
the formation of new flaring,
can provide more sustainable

model for project implemen-
tation is based on selling flare
gas to investors—meaning
that companies receive the
gas, process it, and generate
revenue from the project by
extracting gas products and
gas liquids.

monitoring systems are being
installed to transfer project
information to the national ob-
servatory. This mechanism is
expected to enable more pre-
cise tracking of project time-
lines and faster resolution of
implementation bottlenecks.

investment costs, managing the
effects of exchange rate fluctua-
tions, and increasing economic
attractiveness through guaranteed
electricity purchase, the green
board of the energy exchange, and
aggregation  models.
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ISFAHAN NEWS

Fisheries transfor-
mation plan being
prepared

The Deputy Agriculture Minis-
ter and head of Iran’s Fisher-
ies Organization, emphasizing
the need to align development
goals with the biological reali-
ties of the Caspian Sea, stated:
“The ecological capacities of the
Caspian Sea must be accurate-
ly scientifically assessed, and
given the unique status of stur-
geon in the northern provinces,
university research in this field
should be further developed.”
According to IRNA from the
Agriculture  Ministry, Hamzeh
Rostampour, speaking at a
meeting reviewing the “Strate-
gic Transformation Plan for Sea-
Based Activities in the Northern
Provinces” — held with the aim
of planning for the production
of 165,500 tons of salmon in
sea cages — emphasized the
need for specialized revision of
macro-production  programs
and added: “All development
projects must be implemented
with due consideration of envi-
ronmental impact assessments,
precise  scientific evaluation,
and full transparency in invest-
ment.”

The head of Iran’s Fisheries
Organization identified stock
rebuilding of aquatic resourc-
es as one of the organization’s
governance duties and stated:
“We are seeking to develop a
comprehensive and codified
program so that, after address-
ing shortcomings and conduct-
ing necessary diagnoses, we
can implement projects with full
transparency, with the partici-
pation of capable investors and
utilizing up-to-date knowledge.”
Mehdi Shakouri, Deputy for
Aquaculture Development at
the Fisheries Organization, also
pointed to the production ca-
pacity of 200,000 tons of fish
in Caspian Sea cages and noted
that achieving this goal requires
an assessment of past pro-
grams and the development of
an operational roadmap for var-
ious species. He added: “Cage
development must take into
account environmental require-
ments, export infrastructure,
and the livelihoods of the fishing
community.”

Isa Golshahi, Deputy for Plan-
ning and Resource Manage-
ment at the Fisheries Organ-
ization, stated that fisheries
development is impossible
without cross-sectoral coordi-
nation and added: “We welcome
the establishment of a ‘Fisheries
Science and Technology Park,’
subject to precise site selection
and technical studies.”

He emphasized integrated value
chain management, consolida-
tion of small units, and enhanc-
ing resilience against climate
change as key strategies for the
industry’s sustainability.

It is worth noting that during
this meeting, after expert opin-
ions, it was decided that the
Fisheries Transformation Plan
would be revised taking into ac-
count all technical and special-
ized considerations.
According to the resolutions
of this session, incorporating
shrimp farming into the plan,
precisely addressing the fishing
sector, and developing environ-
mental impact appendices in the
final document are mandatory.
After the revision of shortcom-
ings and the consolidation of
opinions from various sectors,
this plan will be presented in
a specialized manner at future
meetings for final review.
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Funeral held
for family killed
in US strike on
Iran’s Qeshm

Island

Which Medications Can
Increase Sun Sensitivity?

Source:
By:

Sun sensitivity, also known as photosensi-
tivity, is a condition where your skin over-
reacts to ultraviolet (UV) rays from the sun
or tanning beds. It can cause you to burn
easily or develop an itchy rash, even after
minimal sun exposure.

Most medications carry potential side ef-
fects that may be mild or serious, common
or rare. Some medications carry a risk of
causing or developing sun sensitivity. This
UV safety month, learning more about how
your medications can affect your skin can
help you keep safe in the sun.

How do medications cause photosensi-
tivity?

Medications cause sun sensitivity by mak-
ing your skin more sensitive to UV light.
They can do this in two main ways:

* Phototoxicity: When the drug or chemical
in your skin absorbs sunlight, it releases
molecules called free radicals, which dam-
age nearby cells and cause rapid inflam-
mation. This is the most common type of
photosensitive reaction.

* Photoallergy: When you ingest or apply
a certain medication and then go into the
sun, the light can change the medication’s
chemical structure. Your body then identi-
fies this as a threat and activates your im-
mune system. This can lead to a rash that

typically appears 24 to 72 hours after light
exposure.

Which medications cause photosensitiv-
ity?

The types of medications that cause photo-
sensitivity can be split into two categories:
Systemic medications that you ingest and
topical medications that you apply to your
skin.

Systemic drugs typically cause phototoxic
reactions, whereas topical ones are more
likely to cause photoallergy.

Systemic medications

These are medications that reach your skin
through your bloodstream. Examples of

Thousands of mourners joined
the funeral procession for a fam-
ily of three killed in last week’s
US strike on Iran’s Qeshm
Island.

Qaisar Jafari, his wife Zahra Ja-
fari, and their two-year-old son

Sina were laid to rest on Tues-
day following a funeral held
alongside the Arbaeen pilgrims’
march, with participants con-
demning the attack and reaf-
firming national solidarity and
resilience.

systemic drugs that may cause photosen-
sitivity include:

* Antibiotics: Certain antibiotic pills like
ciprofloxacin (Cipro), doxycycline (Vibra-
mycin), and tetracycline (Sumycin) may
have this effect.

e Cholesterol medications: Examples in-
clude atorvastatin (Lipitor) and simvastatin
(Zocor).

e Diuretics: Thiazide diuretics like hydro-
chlorothiazide (Microzide) and chlorthali-
done (Thalitone) may cause sun sensitivity.
e Nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs): Examples include ibuprofen
(Advil) and naproxen (Aleve).

e Sulfonylureas for type 2 diabetes: One
common example is glipizide (Glucotrol).
Topical medications

These are medications you apply directly
to your skin as a cream, gel, ointment, or
foam. Examples of topical medications that
can cause sun sensitivity include:

* Retinoids: These medications, typically
used for acne, include isotretinoin (Accu-
tane) and acitretin.

* Topical NSAIDs: Topical NSAIDs like di-
clofenac (Voltaren) may have this effect.

e Alpha-hydroxy acids (AHAs): These are
often found in acne treatments and cos-
metics.

[ran’s health mmnster denounces US-Israeh strike agamst Lamerd stadium as ‘clear crime

Iranian Health Minister Mohammad-Reza Zafarqa-
ndi traveled to the southern county of Lamerd
to inspect local medical facilities and evaluate
emergency responses amid the fallout of the joint
US-Israeli war that began more than five months
ago. During his visit, he strongly condemned a
United States missile attack on a local sports sta-
dium, denouncing the military action as a “clear
crime against defenseless people and a profound

human tragedy”.

US ol reserve

strategy: A futile

gamble amid
[ran’s Strait of

Hormuz leverage

Washington’s desperate bid to tame oil
prices through strategic reserve releas-
es is doomed to fail, experts warn, as
Iran’s commanding position in the Strait
of Hormuz renders American threats in-
creasingly hollow.

In a damning assessment of US energy
policy, the HFI Research Institute has
delivered a blistering verdict: America’s
much-touted plan to release strategic
petroleum reserves will prove utterly in-
capable of resolving the backwardation
crisis gripping global oil markets. The
admission comes as US Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen’s theory—that elim-
inating backwardation will automatically
lower prices—faces growing skepticism
from energy analysts worldwide.

The institute’s analysis reveals a funda-
mental miscalculation in Washington’s
approach. While US officials have floated
the possibility of unleashing an addition-
al 70 million barrels, bringing total re-
leases to 200 million, experts warn that
a paltry release rate of 0.5 to 0.6 million
barrels per day is akin to “throwing a cup
of water on a forest fire.” The market re-
mains unconvinced that immediate sup-
ply is adequate to neutralize relentless
price pressures—and for good reason.
Iran’s strategic advantage cannot be
ignored

What Washington refuses to acknowl-
edge is the geopolitical reality that Iran
commands the world’s most critical en-
ergy chokepoint. The Strait of Hormuz,
through which approximately 20% of
global oil production transits, remains
firmly within Iran’s sphere of influence.
Any US military adventurism or econom-

with severe injuries.

ic aggression against Iran would trigger
an immediate and catastrophic disrup-
tion to global energy supplies—a sce-
nario that no amount of strategic reserve
releases could possibly offset.

Iran has repeatedly demonstrated
its ability to close or restrict passage
through the Strait of Hormuz, a capabil-
ity that makes American threats appear
laughably impotent. The US, despite its
military posturing, lacks both the naval
capacity and the international legitimacy
to secure this waterway against Iran’s
determined resistance. Tehran’s integrat-
ed air defense systems, anti-ship missile
capabilities, and asymmetric warfare
tactics have transformed the Strait into
a zone where US naval supremacy is no
longer assured.

Speed and intensity dilemma

The HFI Research report’s most incisive
observation concerns the “speed and in-
tensity” of oil entering the market. Even
if the US somehow manages to release
its reserves, the slow distribution pro-
cess ensures that market anxiety will
persist. Meanwhile, the recent Iran-US
understanding regarding Middle Eastern
barrels has eliminated any other source
of immediate supply for one-time market
drawdowns.

This reality exposes the bankruptcy of
American economic warfare against Iran.
By simultaneously threatening Iran while
desperately seeking to stabilize oil mar-
kets, Washington has trapped itself in a
contradiction of its own making. Each
aggressive statement from US officials
about Iran or the Strait of Hormuz only
reinforces market fears, driving prices

The attack took place on February 28, marking the
opening day of the military campaign launched by
the United States and Israel against Iran. A US mis-
sile struck a crowded sports complex in Lamerd
where young athletes and residents were gathered.
The powerful blast killed 21 people, including chil-
dren and teenagers, and left around 100 others

Zafarqandi walked through the hospital wards,
meeting with doctors, nurses, and medical staff.

higher—exactly the opposite of what the
Biden administration claims to want.

A failed policy for a failing hegemon
The United States’ inability to control
oil prices through its strategic reserves
represents a broader failure of American
hegemony. Washington’s threats against
I[ran—whether military, economic, or
diplomatic—have consistently backfired,
strengthening Tehran’s regional position
while exposing US vulnerabilities.

Iran’s leadership has long understood
that oil markets respond not merely to
supply and demand fundamentals but to
geopolitical perceptions. By maintaining
credible deterrence in the Strait of Hor-
muz, Iran ensures that any US aggres-
sion would carry an unacceptable price
tag for the global economy. The US, for
all its bluster, cannot guarantee the safe
passage of a single tanker through the
Strait without risking a wider conflict that
would dwarf any benefits from reserve
releases.

Time for Washington to face reality

As the HFI Research analysis makes
painfully clear, America’s strategic petro-
leum reserve is no solution to its self-in-
flicted oil crisis. The sooner US policy-
makers acknowledge Iran’s legitimate
role in regional security and abandon
their failed policy of maximum pressure,
the sooner global energy markets can
find stability.

Until then, Washington’s continued
threats against Iran and its hollow warn-
ings about the Strait of Hormuz will ring
increasingly hollow—and expensive for
American consumers bearing the cost of
this misguided approach.

He praised their dedication and swift action, noting
that the medical teams worked around the clock
under extremely difficult conditions to save the
wounded. He pledged that the Ministry of Health
would provide full support to the region, includ-
ing sending more medical equipment, upgrading
healthcare facilities, and increasing the number of
doctors and nurses to address staff shortages.

During the visit, local health officials, including
Amin Niakan from the Shiraz University of Medical

Former Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani has emphasized that the
United States and Israel made a
“fundamental miscalculation” by
severely underestimating the un-
wavering resilience of the Iranian
nation, while praising the historic
stand and legacy of Martyr Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei in defeat-
ing the plots of the aggressors.
Rouhani made the remarks during
a meeting with a group of former
officials from his administration on
Sunday.

Reflecting on the two wars
launched against Iran by the US
and Israel since June of last year,
Rouhani noted that the lIranian
people stood firm and successful-
ly prevented them from achieving
their objectives.

“Despite America’s massive mili-
tary capabilities, and Isragl—as a
regime more ruthless than any in
history, committing every act and
every crime—our people stood
against these two powers and did
not let them reach their goals,” he
stated, shedding light on the illu-
sions of Washington and Tel Aviv in
dragging the region into war.

“In my view, the miscalculation the
Americans made—and which the
Israelis also tricked them into—
was not just about how long our
missile range is, how many mis-
siles we have, whether or not our
air defense is successful, or what
our naval power is. Of course,
they made mistakes in those cal-
culations too, but their primary
miscalculation was regarding the
resilience of the nation,” Rouhani
said.

He explained that the US and Isra-
el erroneously believed they could
shatter Iran’s national unity by as-
sassinating military commanders,
nuclear scientists, and the country’s
Leader. He profoundly commended

Sciences, presented detailed reports on how the
hospital managed the crisis and treated the influx
of trauma patients.

This tragic event in Lamerd did not happen in iso-
lation. On the same day, another US missile strike
targeted an elementary school in the city of Minab,
hundreds of miles away. That attack resulted in the
deaths of nearly 170 people, mostly young school
children and teachers, creating one of the deadliest
single incidents of the conflict.

Rouhanr; US, Israel made fundamental
miscalculation” over Iran’s resilience

the pivotal role of Martyr Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei in thwarting
the enemy’s sinister plans.

“Our martyred Leader left a legacy
for the history of Iran: that Iran will
never surrender. This was the lega-
cy left behind by the Leader. They
wanted Iran to surrender, but the
Leader stood firm and showed that
Iran will not surrender, even though
he sacrificed his life on this path
and achieved martyrdom. Yet, he
left this enduring legacy in history
that Iran will never surrender,” the
former president said.

Israel initiated a war on Iran on
June 13 of last year, with the US lat-
er joining the aggression by bomb-
ing Iran’s nuclear facilities. During
that fierce 12-day war, the enemies
targeted not only military instal-
lations but also vital civilian infra-
structure and residential areas. Ul-
timately, they were forced to accept
a ceasefire following devastating
retaliatory strikes by Iran against
Israel and a direct Iranian strike on
a US military base in Qatar.
However, the aggressors repeated
the same failed scenario months
later. On February 28, the US and
Israel launched a renewed war
on lIran. On the very first day of
the strikes, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei was martyred in a cow-
ardly attack on his office in Tehran,
alongside several of his family
members and senior military com-
manders.

After 39 days of fierce resistance, a
ceasefire went into effect following
a unilateral announcement by Pres-
ident Trump—a truce forced upon
Washington in response to Iran’s
crushing military response against
Israel and regional American bases.
But the US continued its unlawful
attacks despite the truce and a
memorandum of understanding
Trump signed with Iran in June.
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