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Iran urges UN
action, calls US
strike on rescue ves-
sels a ‘war crime’

Iran has formally lodged a com-
plaint with the United Nations,
accusing the United States of com-
mitting a war crime by deliberate-
ly attacking two Iranian maritime
search-and-rescue vessels, saying
the ships were engaged exclusively
in humanitarian operations and en-
joyed protection under international
humanitarian and maritime law.
In a letter addressed to UN Sec-
retary-General Anténio Guterres
and the president of the UN Secu-
rity Council, Gholamhossein Darzi,
Iran’s ambassador and deputy per-
manent representative to the Unit-
ed Nations, said the vessels Naji-15
and Naji-16 were struck in the early
hours of July 23 while conducting
search-and-rescue  missions in
Iran’s territorial waters off Hormoz-
gan Province.

According to the letter, the two
vessels sustained significant dam-
age despite being dedicated solely
to humanitarian rescue operations
and having no involvement in mili-
tary activities or hostilities.

Darzi described the incident as part
of ‘a broader pattern of attacks on
protected humanitarian assets’
since the United States and Isra-
el launched military operations
against Iran on February 28, 2026.
He said Iranian search-and-rescue
vessels and sea ambulances en-
gaged in life-saving missions had
repeatedly come under attack dur-
ing the conflict.

Iran argued that the deliberate
targeting of maritime rescue ves-
sels constitutes a grave breach of
international humanitarian law and
international maritime law, citing
Article 27 of the Second Geneva
Convention of 1949, which requires
states to respect and protect ves-
sels employed in coastal rescue
operations.

“The vessels Naji-15 and Naji-16
fall within the scope of this pro-
tection and were not engaged
in any military activity or direct
participation in hostilities,” Darzi
wrote, adding that their intentional
targeting therefore amounted to a
serious violation of international
humanitarian law and constituted a
war crime.

The Iranian diplomat said the at-
tack endangered not only the lives
of rescue personnel but also the
safety of all mariners in distress,
regardless of nationality, warning
that such actions undermine the
international legal framework es-
tablished to protect humanitarian
operations and ensure maritime
safety.

Iran condemned ‘unlawful attack’
and said the United States bears full
responsibility for its consequences.
Tehran called on the UN Securi-
ty Council to condemn the strike,
ensure accountability for those
responsible and take effective
measures to prevent future attacks
against humanitarian maritime as-
sets and personnel.

The letter also urged Secre-
tary-General Guterres to denounce
the incident and engage relevant
international organizations, includ-
ing the International Maritime Or-
ganization (IMO) and the Interna-
tional Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC), to reinforce compliance
with international humanitarian law
and safeguard maritime search-
and-rescue Services.

Darzi reaffirmed that Iran would
continue to provide “safe, unin-
terrupted and non-discriminatory”
search-and-rescue services to all
people in distress at sea in accord-
ance with its international obliga-
tions.

“No act of aggression will deter
Iran from fulfilling its humanitari-
an responsibilities or diminish its
resolve to safeguard human life at
sea,” the letter concluded.
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Iran, Armenia chiart a new roadmap

|

Iran’s oil minister announced
the agreement between Iran and
Armenia to form a joint special-
ized working group in the ener-
gy sector and said: Tehran has
proposed that, by defining a new
model for gas trade, the grounds
for developing energy coopera-
tion with Yerevan and even ex-
porting gas through Armenia to
other markets be examined.
According to Shana, Mohsen
Paknejad made the remarks on
Saturday in a meeting with Davit
Khudatyan, Armenia’s Minister of
Territorial Administration and In-
frastructure, stating that Yerevan
has stood by Tehran during dif-
ficult days, adding: Iran is ready
to assist the friendly country of
Armenia within the framework
of its capabilities and to develop
cooperation.

Referring to the negotiations
between the two sides, he said:
In this meeting, the areas of co-
operation in the energy sector,
including trade, export of tech-
nical and engineering services,
construction of a refinery, and
meeting Armenia’s needs in the
field of petroleum products, were
reviewed.

The Oil Minister, referring to the
friendly relations between Tehran
and Yerevan, considered Arme-
nia one of Iran’s important neigh-
bors and emphasized: There are
suitable capacities and grounds
for developing bilateral coopera-
tion, especially in the energy sec-
tor, between the two countries.

)

Paknejad announced the agree-
ment to form a joint specialized
working group and stated: It
was proposed to the Minister of
Territorial Administration and In-
frastructure of Armenia that this
working group start its activities
as soon as possible so that the
results and achievements of the
follow-ups can be reviewed at
the next meeting.

Referring to the current coopera-
tion between the two countries in
the energy sector, he stated: The
current model of cooperation be-
tween Iran and Armenia is based
on gas-for-electricity barter, but
the clear proposal of Iran is to
define a new commercial model
for gas exports.

The Qil Minister emphasized:
Implementing this proposal re-
quires examining the existing
infrastructure and the possibility
of expanding gas trade, even
beyond Armenia’s market and
through its territory.

Paknejad, stating that this mod-
el has technical and commercial
complexities, said: Examining
the various dimensions of this
plan requires forming a joint
specialized working group and
conducting expert studies to
prepare the ground for its imple-
mentation.

Armenia’s Minister of Territorial
Administration and Infrastruc-
ture announced the agreement
between Tehran and Yerevan to
form a joint specialized work-
ing group in the energy sector
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and said: The two countries are
determined to expand bilateral
cooperation across all relevant
areas with the start of this work-
ing group’s activities.

After his meeting with Paknejad,
Davit Khudatyan said: In this
meeting, we reviewed the areas
of cooperation between Iran and
Armenia and reached an agree-
ment on forming a joint special-
ized working group.

He added: It was decided that
this working group would be
formed and start its activities
in the shortest possible time to
expand the cooperation between
Iran and Armenia in all areas
related to the duties of the two
ministries.

Armenia’s Minister of Territorial
Administration and Infrastruc-
ture, referring to the current co-
operation between the two coun-
tries in the energy sector, said:
Armenia currently cooperates
with Iran in the field of petrole-
um products and uses Iranian
bitumen for road construction
projects.

Khudatyan, stating that ener-
gy cooperation between the
two countries is based on gas
and electricity exchange, spec-
ified: Armenia receives and
consumes gas in exchange for
sending electricity to Iran and
is interested in increasing the
volume of these exchanges and
bilateral cooperation more than
eVver.

Back in mid-June, a specialized

meeting between the Head of
Iran’s Road Maintenance and
Transportation Organization and
the Deputy Minister of Economy
of the Republic of Armenia was
held at the Ministry of Economy
in Yerevan, focusing on facilitat-
ing trade and transit and reduc-
ing international transportation
barriers between the two coun-
tries.

During this meeting, the Head
of the organization, referring
to Iran’s strategic position in
the North-South and East-West
international corridors, empha-
sized the need for the full acti-
vation of transit and logistics
capacities on both sides.

Reza Akbari stated: The Islamic
Republic of Iran, as one of the
region’s main transit routes, has
always welcomed the develop-
ment of transportation coop-
eration with its neighbors, and
Armenia, due to its special ge-
ographical location and cultural
and historical ties, is considered
a key partner on these routes.
The Deputy Minister of Economy
of Armenia, while appreciating
the active presence of the Ira-
nian delegation and the accom-
paniment of the Ambassador of
the Islamic Republic of Iran and
diplomatic representatives, an-
nounced that his country is de-
termined to remove road trans-
portation barriers and reduce
transit costs.

Emphasizing that Armenia is
seeking mechanisms to make
the movement of transport
fleets between the two countries
smoother and more economi-
cal, he added: Adjusting border
tolls and coordinating customs
procedures are among our main
priorities.

The Deputy Minister of Economy
of Armenia added: The presence
of senior customs and transit
officials from both sides in this
meeting demonstrates a serious
determination to implement the
agreements.

In this meeting, five main axes
were discussed and exchanged
with an operational approach
and the active participation of the
Iranian and Armenian delegation
members.

The two sides agreed on reduc-
ing border tolls, deciding to form
a joint working group under the

for eneray cooperation

direct supervision of customs
managers to review the cost
structure of crossing shared bor-
ders and plan for their gradual
reduction.

The expansion of truck and car-
go fleet traffic was also placed on
the agenda, and it was decided
that, in addition to increasing
the traffic quota, smart systems
for reserving crossing times and
controlling traffic at the borders
should be launched to prevent
the formation of long queues.
Activating transit and logistics
capacities was another important
axis of this meeting, based on
which both sides emphasized the
full utilization of logistics termi-
nals on both sides of the border
and the creation of joint centers
with private sector cooperation.
Also, the development of border
crossing infrastructure and ac-
cess routes, including improving
roads leading to common border
crossings and examining the
construction of a new bridge at
the zero border point, was prior-
itized in the joint commission.
Reducing international transpor-
tation barriers was also raised as
another axis, and in this regard,
eliminating unnecessary bureau-
cratic formalities, standardizing
transit permit documents, and
coordinating the implementation
of international transport con-
ventions were welcomed by both
sides.

The Director General of the Or-
ganizational Gommercialization
Office of the Road Maintenance
Organization emphasized the
need to facilitate trade proce-
dures and coordinate with rele-
vant bodies.

The Ambassador of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran to Armenia,
while welcoming the positive
atmosphere of the negotiations,
emphasized full support for im-
plementing these agreements
within the framework of eco-
nomic diplomacy.

At the end of this meeting, both
sides emphasized their determi-
nation to become regional transit
hubs and make maximum use
of the communication corridors
between Asia and Europe, and it
was decided that the next meet-
ing would be held as soon as
possible to finalize the executive
details of the agreements.

1,200 mactive mmes revived, permit-selling combatted in miming sector

The spokesperson of the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade announced the reactivation of 1,200 inactive
mines in the country and said: By delegating part of
the headquarters’ authorities to the provinces, shorten-
ing administrative processes, and offering investment
packages, the ground has been prepared for a broader
presence of the private sector in the mining sector.
Ezzatollah Zarei, in an exclusive interview with IRNA,
referring to the high cost of exploration activities,
stated: Government financial resources alone cannot
meet the needs of this sector; therefore, by synergizing
resources and creating economic attractiveness, we
must pave the way for private sector entry into explo-
ration and exploitation of mines.

He added: Developing private sector investment both
benefits economic actors and secures the govern-
ment’s interests, because with the exploitation of
mines, revenues such as state royalties, ownership
rights, and taxes are realized.

Zarei, stating that the mining sector, alongside the oil
industry, can play a significant role in the country’s
economy, said: Mining cannot be considered a com-
plete substitute for oil, but this sector has the capacity
to have a large, and even greater, share in the country’s
economy and revenue generation alongside oil.
Targeting 13.5% growth for mining sector

The spokesperson of the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade, referring to the goals of the Development
Program Law, stated: According to the program, the
growth of the mining sector must reach 13.5% by
the end of the period. To achieve this goal, a series of
actions have been initiated regarding the activation of
mines, infrastructure development, and facilitating the
investment process.

He continued: In this regard, 1,200 inactive mines have

been reactivated. Also, part of the authority related to
mining areas, inactive mines, and transfer of permits
has been delegated to the provinces so that decisions
can be made more quickly.

Zarei explained: Previously, a miner operating, for ex-
ample, in Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, had to refer to the
ministry’s headquarters to follow up on many matters.
Now, by delegating authority to the provinces, we have
tried to make the decision-making structure agile and
shorten the path for investors to enter.

Combating permit-selling in mining sector

The spokesperson of the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade considered the transparency of the mine
transfer process as one of the other programs of the
ministry and said: In the past, it was possible for an in-
dividual to hold several mining files or permits, leading
to the phenomenon of permit-selling. Now, the trans-
fer of mining areas is done through auctions, and the
provinces, according to their capacities, hold auctions
every three or four months.

He added: Applicants who intend to acquire several
mines must have the necessary standards, qualifica-
tions, and capabilities; otherwise, the mine will not be
transferred to them. The implementation of this policy
has helped increase transparency in the mining sector.
Defining 95 investment packages

Zarei reported the design of 95 investment packag-
es in the field of mining exploitation and said: These
packages have been defined for offering to investors
in various parts of the country. Some mines may not
have sufficient economic attractiveness on their own;
therefore, we are trying to provide the ground for in-
vestment in them by offering the necessary support
and incentives.

He also stated regarding the presence of foreign inves-

tors: There is foreign investment in some of the coun-
try’s mines, but its amount is not proportionate to Iran’s
capacities. Chinese investors have been present in
sectors such as dimension stone, gypsum, and copper,
and investors from Central Asian countries, including
Kazakhstan, have also operated in some mining fields.
According to Zarei, the limited foreign investment in
the mining sector is influenced by the general econom-
ic and international conditions of the country.
Construction of 66 km of access roads to mines

The spokesperson of the Ministry of Industry, Mining,
and Trade, emphasizing the importance of developing
mining infrastructure, announced: So far, 66 kilome-
ters of access roads to mines have been constructed or
upgraded. The Ministry considers access roads to be
part of the essential infrastructure of mines and is pur-
suing actions such as construction and asphalt paving
of routes in this regard.

He added: Facilitating access to mines reduces the op-
erating costs for exploiters and makes conditions more
favorable for investors.

Continuation of collecting export duties on raw ma-
terials

Zarei also said about export duties on raw and semi-
raw materials: According to the program law, a list of
raw and semi-raw materials, as well as materials the
country needs, must be prepared and duties deter-
mined for their export in accordance with domestic
demand.

He continued: The expert reviews and the relevant list
for amending the duties had been carried out, but due
to wartime conditions, its final notification and approv-
al were postponed; because in such circumstances,
the country may be forced to export some raw materi-
als to secure foreign currency.
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NDF allocates
$2b in foreign
currency to boost
border region trade

The head of the National Develop-
ment Fund(NDF), pointing to the
government’s strategic outlook
on border areas, announced the
allocation of $2 billion in foreign
currency resources to support
foreign trade in these regions.
According to IRNA, Mehdi Ghaz-
anfari stated on Saturday at the
signing ceremony of a memoran-
dum of understanding for grant-
ing facilities to economic sectors
in less-developed areas: Custom-
ers in this sector must be traders
and exporters so that the process
of repatriating resources can be
carried out in foreign currency
with complete confidence.

He added: The memorandum of
understanding for granting facili-
ties (in Rials and foreign currency)
to economic sectors in less-devel-
oped areas was signed between
the National Development Fund
and the Vice President’s Rural De-
velopment Department.

The official continued: Our goal
with this new approach is to pre-
vent the accumulation of resourc-
es in the banking system and
ensure that facilities are directly
disbursed to final applicants. At
the same time, this does not mean
a change in the Fund’s priorities;
rather, the Fund will continue its
activities with full strength in the
sectors of oil, mining, new tech-
nologies, and the reconstruction
of war-affected areas with the
same approach.

Ghazanfari, emphasizing that rural
development is one of the vital pil-
lars of national development, stat-
ed: The era of villages benefiting
from natural resources without
the need for technology has end-
ed. Today, it is expected that the
same level of welfare available in
urban centers will also prevail in
remote areas, and this is precisely
justice.

He stated: National development
and rural development have a
reciprocal relationship. When a
village is developed, it contributes
to national development, and the
prosperity of national develop-
ment must also serve as the driv-
ing engine for rural development.
Therefore, part of the success in
this area requires synergy among
the oil, industry, and broader eco-
nomic sectors.

The head of the National Devel-
opment Fund’s Board of Trustees
pointed to the Fund’s negligible
share of the country’s total Rial
facilities and said: The National
Development Fund is essentially a
foreign currency fund, and the Rial
is not defined in its articles of as-
sociation. Nevertheless, according
to Article 52 of the law, over the
past years, about $10 billion of the
Fund’s foreign currency resources
were converted into Rials, which,
given exchange rate fluctuations,
is worth much less today in dollar
terms than its initial value.
Referring to the failed experience
of allocating $1.5 hillion for ru-
ral development, he added: The
banking network was unsuccess-
ful in effectively disbursing these
resources to final applicants, and
a large portion of this money ac-
cumulated in banks instead of
reaching producers and villagers.
The official noted: Given the bit-
ter experiences of the past and
the accumulation of resources in
banks, the National Development
Fund objects to previous methods
and is currently seeking to change
its approach and adopt a new
methodology for genuinely sup-
porting the economy of villages
and underprivileged areas.



Iran’s men’s
volleyball

The draw ceremony for the volley-
ball tournament of the 2026 Asian
Games has been completed, and
Iran’s national men’s volleyball team
now know their group-stage oppo-

Full Group Draw — 2026 Asian
Games (Nagoya) | Men’s Volleyball
Group A features hosts Japan along-
side Pakistan, Kazakhstan, and Uz-
bekistan.
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Persepolis close
in on signing
Mohebbi

Persepolis have reached a full
verbal agreement to complete
another key signing, with
winger Mohammadmehdi
Mohebbi set to join the Tehran
giants. Although the contract
has yet to be officially signed,
the deal is expected to be final-
ized ahead of the new season.
The 26-year-old right wing-
er, who was born in Tehran,
began his football journey in
Esteghlal's academy before
making his senior debut with
Naft Masjed Soleyman. After
an impressive breakthrough
season, he went on to shine
for Paykan and Mes Rafsan-
jan, where he worked under
current Persepolis head coach
Mehdi Tartar.

Tractor had previously at-
tempted to sign Mohebbi but
failed to reach an agreement,
allowing Persepolis to enter
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) Best Teas to Drink
For Al-Day Eneray

Source:
By:

Tea provides a natural energy boost
due to its caffeine content and other
compounds found in tea leaves. Some
teas are better for a morning pickup or
pre-workout support, while others may
help maintain focus during the after-
noon workday.

1. Matcha Green Tea

Matcha green tea is cultivated in a way
that increases the amount of L-theanine,
caffeine, chlorophyll, and catechins it
contains. Matcha tea is traditionally
known for its anti-inflammatory and an-
tioxidant properties, many of which are
supported by research.1

Matcha green tea has between 19 and
44 milligrams (mg) of caffeine per gram
(9)-1

Matcha also contains higher amounts
of an amino acid that promotes relaxa-
tion, called L-theanine, than other teas.
L-theanine also slows caffeine absorp-
tion, resulting in a steady, long-lasting
release of energy.31

Caffeine in Teas

Caffeine content in teas varies based
on many factors, including variety, pro-
cessing, and leaf age.

2. Yerha Mate

Yerba mate tea is from the leaves of

a tree native to South America. Most
yerba mate is consumed in Brazil, and
because exports account for only 5%
of yerba mate consumption, it may be
less available in other parts of the world.
The evidence is still emerging, but yerba
mate may have antioxidant, anti-inflam-
matory, anti-diabetic, and anticancer
effects.4

Yerba mate contains compounds that
work together to give a sustained energy
release. An alkaloid called theobromine,
found in yerba mate, enhances mem-
ory and focus, making it a choice for
increased energy during the workday.6

at 2026 Asian

nents.

Iran have been placed in Group B,
where they will face Indonesia, Thai-

land, and Kyrgyzstan.

3. Black Tea

Traditional black tea comes in a variety
of flavor profiles and is widely available
worldwide. Black tea differs from oth-
er teas in that it contains compounds
called theaflavins, which have been
shown to act as stimulants in animal
studies.8

The caffeine content of black tea is about
47 mg in one 8-ounce cup, though some
brands and varieties have more.95
Black tea also contains L-theanine,
though the amount varies by type
(e.g., English morning tea versus Earl
Grey).10 As with matcha, the L-theanine

Group B consists of Iran, Indonesia,
Thailand, and Kyrgyzstan.
Group C brings together Qatar, India,
Vietnam, and Hong Kong.

slows the release of caffeine and oth-
er compounds over a period of hours,
helping avoid energy spikes and crash-
es.1

In one study, drinking 1 to 4 cups of
black tea daily protected against depres-
sion, likely due to caffeine. Depression
can leave people feeling tired, so black
tea may help boost energy levels for
people at risk for this condition.11

4. White Tea

White tea contains caffeine, but less
than matcha, yerba mate, green, and
black teas.

5. Oolong

the race. With several wingers
departing this summer, the
Reds identified the technical-
ly gifted attacker as a priority
target.

Following unsuccessful pur-
suits of Ahmad Nourollahi and
Shahriar Moghanlou, Perse-
polis were determined not to
miss out on another major
signing. Intensive negotiations
over the past few days have
now brought the transfer to
the brink of completion.

held in Tehran on July 19 to 20, the official said the event served as a
great platform for exchanging experiences, strengthening regional co-
operation, and advancing humanitarian diplomacy, highlighting that the
IRCS’s extensive readiness to serve millions of Arbaeen pilgrims is an
inspiring manifestation of the noble spirit of humanitarianism.

The high readiness of the relief fleet, specialized vehicles, and rescue
helicopters; coordinated earthquake response drills; the capabilities of
search-and-rescue teams; and the efficiency of communication and
aerial relief systems demonstrate the full preparedness, expertise, and
operational capacity of the IRCS, which have developed over many

[FRC lauds IRCS achievements, says committed to turning agreements mto action

Hossam Elsharkawi, the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC) Regional Director for the Middle East and
North Africa (MENA), in a letter to Pirhossein Kolivand, the head of the
Iranian Red Crescent Society (IRCS), has lauded the IRCS for its signifi-
cant achievements, highlighting that the IFRC seeks to strengthen strate-
gic partnership with the IRCS to turn agreements into action.

The official also commended the IRCS’s constructive role in the expan-
sion of humanitarian efforts, describing the IRCS as a role model for
other societies, the IRCS website reported.

Referring to the sixth International Congress on “Health in Arbaeen”,

years, he stressed.

Referring to his visit to the IRCS’s manufacturing facilities, the official
said the society’s capabilities in producing medical items, equipment,
and relief supplies are a testament to self-reliance, innovation, and sus-
tainable humanitarian development,

According to Elsharkawi, these achievements serve as a model of excel-
lence for all national societies within the International Red Cross and Red
Crescent Movement.

The official expressed hope that the cooperation between IFRC and IRCS
would expand further, advancing their shared humanitarian missions.
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