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Tehran, Dushanbe
emphasize develop-
ment of railway coop-
eration

The CEO of the Islamic Republic of
Iran Railways, in a meeting with the
Deputy Minister of Transport of Tajik-
istan, emphasized the development of
railway cooperation and the utilization
of shared capacities to expand trans-
port and trade relations between the
two countries.

According to the news portal of the
Ministry of Transport and Urban De-
velopment, from the Public Relations
of the Islamic Republic of Iran Rail-
ways, a meeting was held between
Jabbar Ali Zakeri, Deputy Minister of
Transport and Urban Development
and CEO of the Railways, and Shaista
Said Moradzadeh, Deputy Minister of
Transport of Tajikistan, at the head-
quarters of the Railways.

In this meeting, Zakeri referring to the
friendly and expanding relations be-
tween Iran and Tajikistan, considered
the development of railway cooper-
ation as one of the important areas
for strengthening the economic and
transport relations of the two coun-
tries, and emphasized the continuation
of consultations and joint interactions
to make the most of existing capaci-
ties. He cited close cooperation among
officials and relevant institutions in
both countries as a basis for facili-
tating communications, developing
exchanges, and enhancing bilateral
cooperation.

In this meeting, Shayesteh Saeed Mo-
radzadeh, Deputy Minister of Trans-
port of Tajikistan, also emphasizing
the expanding relations between the
two countries, considered the devel-
opment of railway cooperation to have
significant potential, and stressed the
continuation of joint interactions and
consultations to expand cooperation.
Shayesteh also had met Iran’s Minister
of Transport and Urban Development,
in Tehran on July 13, when they em-
phasized the development of transpor-
tation, transit, and logistics coopera-
tion, leveraging mutual capacities, and
expanding cooperation in road, rail,
air, and port sectors.

According to IRNA from the Ministry
of Transport and Urban Development,
the meeting between Farzaneh Sade-
gh, Minister of Transport and Urban
Development of Iran, and Shayesteh
Saeed Moradzadeh, Deputy Minister
of Transport of Tajikistan, was held in
the framework of following up on the
agreements from the visit of the Presi-
dent of Tajikistan to Tehran.

In this meeting, the two sides re-
viewed the latest status of bilateral
cooperation and discussed solutions
to strengthen cooperation in the trans-
portation and transit of goods, the
development of logistics infrastruc-
ture, and the enhancement of regional
connectivity. Furthermore, the existing
capacities for expanding logistics co-
operation, developing transit, and uti-
lizing the capacity of the ports of Iran
were examined, and the two sides em-
phasized accelerating the implementa-
tion of joint agreements and making
maximum use of existing capacities in
the path of developing transportation
relations.

Additionally, solutions for develop-
ing cooperation in the field of transit
corridors, facilitating the movement of
goods, enhancing regional coopera-
tion, and creating the necessary plat-
forms for increasing trade and transit
exchanges among regional countries
were discussed and exchanged.

The two sides also emphasized the
continuation of consultations and
holding joint meetings at various lev-
els, especially at the ministerial level,
in order to follow up on agreements
and develop bilateral cooperation in
the field of transportation and transit.
The development of air transport co-
operation, increasing flights between
cities of the two countries, exchanging
technical expertise, as well as expand-
ing rail cooperation, increasing freight
transport capacity, and examining new
rail routes were among other topics
discussed in this meeting.

_www.esfahan-news.com

How did a needless war become Trump’s gravest economic mistake?

As the United States hurtles
toward midterm congressional
elections with less than four
months remaining, a damning
portrait emerges of an adminis-
tration in freefal—one that has
transformed cautious econom-
ic optimism into a self-inflicted
catastrophe through reckless
military adventurism.

According to a comprehensive
analysis by The New Yorker and
subsequent reporting, Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s decision
to bomb Iran has not only dest-
abilized the West Asia but has
systematically dismantled the
very economic foundations that
secured his 2024 electoral vic-
tory. What began as a summer
of celebration—complete with
UFC fight nights at the White
House and turquoise carpets
in Turkey—nhas descended into
a nightmare of soaring prices,
stagnant growth, and plummet-
ing public confidence.

From economic promise to
self-inflicted disaster

At the dawn of 2026, the Trump
administration appeared to be
riding a wave of cautious op-
timism. Despite widespread
fears that his blanket tariffs
would trigger a recession, the
U.S. economy had demon-
strated surprising resilience.
GDP grew at a respectable

2.1% in 2025, and inflation in
January stood at a manageable
2.4%—Dbarely above the Fed-
eral Reserve’s target. Artificial
intelligence investments were
fueling stock market records,
with technology giants pouring
billions into chips, servers, and
software. In the first quarter
alone, these expenditures add-
ed approximately 1.3 percent-
age points to annualized GDP
growth. Seasoned economists
like Joseph LaVorgna, then a
Treasury Department counse-
lor, spoke confidently of “very
strong disinflationary growth”
on national television.

Yet this optimism, as the re-
ports devastatingly document,
rested on the thinnest of foun-
dations—and was obliterated
entirely by Trump’s reckless
decision to coordinate with Is-
rael in bombing Iran. The con-
sequences were immediate and
catastrophic: crude oil prices
skyrocketed from roughly $70
to over $110 per barrel, while
average gasoline prices nation-
wide surged from under $3 to
$4.50 per gallon. Fertilizers,
plastics, and countless other
petroleum-dependent products
saw their costs spiral upward.
In a single stroke, Trump trans-
formed an economy showing
genuine promise into a land-
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scape of hardship for millions
of American families.

The reports quote LaVorg-
na, who left the administra-
tion in March, describing this
as a “self-induced supply
shock”—a stunning indictment
of presidential incompetence.
“The problem is this war,” he
told CNBC bluntly. “From a fore-
casting perspective, it changed
things, and changed things
monumentally.” This is not the
language of partisan criticism;
it is the sober assessment of a
veteran Wall Street economist
who served in the very admin-
istration he now condemns.
Desperate distractions and
hollow deflections

The human cost of Trump’s folly
is written in the stark statistics
of public opinion. According to
recent polling data, only 32%
of Americans approve of his
economic performance, with
his inflation-handling approval
sinking to an abysmal 27%. A
Harris poll reveals that 57% of
respondents believe the econo-
my is worsening—not improv-
ing. Even among self-identified
Republicans, barely a quarter
express optimism. These fig-
ures represent nothing less
than a political death spiral for a
president who rode the cost-of-
living crisis to victory just two

years prior.

The reports painfully illustrate
how Trump’s attempts at dis-
traction have only deepened his
humiliation. The sudden emer-
gence of “Freedom Fuel” sta-
tions in Philadelphia—offering
discounted gasoline through
mysterious benefactors—rep-
resents a pathetic attempt to
manufacture good news. Even
the White House has been
forced to deny involvement,
suggesting this initiative may
be the work of panicked donors
or supporters desperately try-
ing to salvage an increasingly
hopeless situation. Similarly,
Trump’s Red Scare tactics—
branding Democrats as “com-
munists” at the nation’s 250th
anniversary  celebration—re-
veal a leader with no substan-
tive answers, only hollow rhet-
oric from the last century.
Perhaps most damning is the
administration’s frantic diplo-
matic maneuvering with Iran.
After initiating a war that dest-
abilized global energy mar-
kets, Trump was forced to ne-
gotiate a conditional ceasefire
and memorandum of under-
standing to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz. When that fragile
agreement collapsed, gaso-
line prices immediately began
climbing again—exposing the
profound instability that his
impulsive  decision-making
has unleashed. Even before
the latest price increases,
Trump had been reduced to
complaining publicly that gas
prices hadn’t fallen as much
as oil prices, accusing major
companies of price gouging.
This is not leadership; it is the
desperate flailing of a com-
mander-in-chief who cannot
control the consequences of
his own actions.

The economic damage extends
beyond the gas pump. The Fed-
eral Reserve, constitutionally
mandated to ensure price sta-
bility, now faces the prospect
of raising interest rates—the
very policy Trump had hoped
to avoid. Nine of eighteen Fed
policymakers anticipate at least

one rate hike by year’s end, a
development that would fur-
ther burden American families
with higher borrowing costs.
Even Kevin Warsh, the Repub-
lican financier handpicked by
Trump to chair the central bank,
has publicly acknowledged the
need to contain inflation. When
gven your own appointees con-
cede the gravity of the crisis,
the pretense of competence
collapses entirely.

What makes this tragedy par-
ticularly unforgivable is its
avoidability. The crisis of af-
fordability that propelled Trump
to victory in 2024—the very
issue he promised to solve—
has been exacerbated by his
own policies. Heavy tariffs on
imported goods and a need-
less war have inflicted suffer-
ing on the very working-class
Americans who placed their
trust in him. The “futile war”
with Iran, as the news agency
report accurately characterizes
it, represents not a necessary
defense of American interests
but a reckless gamble that has
backfired monumentally.

As the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics prepares to release its June
Consumer Price Index—ex-
pected to show inflation falling
below 4% due solely to tem-
porary gas price declines—
Trump may attempt to claim
a hollow victory. But ordinary
Americans know better. They
are not fooled by one-month
fluctuations; they see grocery
prices that remain painful-
ly high, essential goods that
continue to strain household
budgets, and a president who
seems more interested in host-
ing UFC matches and branding
opponents as “communists”
than in addressing their daily
struggles.

The verdict is clear and damn-
ing: Donald Trump’s needless
war with Iran stands as his
most profound economic blun-
der—a self-inflicted wound that
has betrayed the trust of the
American people and exposed
the dangerous emptiness of his
leadership.

Ay IS ground vaston would Put kuwait, Bahram m Iran’s crosshairs: MP

An Iranian lawmaker has warned that a US ground in-
vasion of Iran could prompt Tehran to launch ground
operations against Kuwait and Bahrain.

Ahmad Bakhshayesh Ardestani, a member of the Ira-
nian Parliament’s National Security and Foreign Policy
Committee, in an interview with the Iranian news outlet

Entekhab, said that the US President Donald Trump had
failed to adhere to the provisions of the Islamabad mem-
orandum of understanding, particularly a clause that rec-
ognized Iran’s role in managing shipping arrangements
through the Strait of Hormuz. Bakhshayesh stated that
Washington sought to establish an alternative maritime
corridor through Oman to redirect commercial shipping
and weaken Iran’s strategic leverage over the Strait of
Hormuz during a 60-day implementation period, a move
that contributed to rising regional tensions. The lawmak-
er also said Arab states were seeking negotiations to
contain the crisis and suggested that if oil prices climbed
to around $110 per barrel, the Bab el-Mandeb Strait
could also face disruptions. Asked whether the Strait
of Hormuz could be bypassed, Bakhshayesh acknowl-
edged that regional countries were pursuing alternative

ayesh said.

routes, citing the United Arab Emirates’ efforts to expand
port infrastructure. However, he argued that such initia-
tives would remain vulnerable because Iranian missile
capabilities cover the surrounding region.

Commenting on speculation about a possible US at-
tempt to seize Kharg Island, Iran’s main oil export ter-
minal, Bakhshayesh said Washington might be able to
capture the island temporarily but would be unable to
maintain control because it lies within range of Iranian
missile forces deployed across the country.

He concluded by warning that any US ground invasion of
Iran could trigger a broader regional conflict.

“If the United States launches a ground attack against
Iran, there is a possibility that Iran would also carry out
ground attacks against Kuwait and Bahrain,” Bakhsh-

these two countries.

the waterway must be carried out by

the ceasefire, their drone flights over
the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hor-

[ran declares US presence the sole cause of mstabtlity in the Strait of Hormuz

The presence of American forces is

the aggressor US army, many secu-

the main cause of instability in the
entire West Asia region, the spokes-
man for Iran’s armed forces told IRIB
news.

“The reason for insecurity in the
Strait of Hormuz is the presence of
Americans. If the countries of the re-
gion join hands with Iran, we will not
allow any insecurity in the region,”
Brigadier General Abolfazl Shekarchi
said.

Citing international law, he said ter-
ritorial waters extend up to 12 nau-
tical miles from coastlines, and only
Iran and Oman have coastlines along
the strait. Therefore, management of

“America has come from thousands
of kilometers away and has no legal
right to interfere in the Strait of Hor-
muz,” he stated.He noted that Iran’s
presence in the Strait of Hormuz is
solely aimed at ensuring the security
of commercial shipping, oil tankers,
and vessels, he said.

“The United States is trying to create
insecurity by interfering in maritime
routes and imposing its will on in-
ternational vessels, while the Islamic
Republic has acted to establish secu-
rity,” Shekarchi pointed out.

He said since the Americans declared

muz have not stopped for a single
day, demonstrating their continued
hostile approach.

“The main factor of insecurity in the
Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz
is America, not the Islamic Republic
of Iran,” the spokesman of the Irani-
an armed forces said.

He urged regional countries not to
allow their territory to be used for
American military aggression against
the Islamic Republic of Iran.

“If the Muslim countries of the region
do not place their skies, coasts, and
logistical facilities at the disposal of

rity problems will disappear,” he said.
He made clear that Iran will never
retreat on the issue of managing the
strategic waterway and that the sit-
uation will not return to what it was
before the war that was launched by
the US and Israeli on February 28.
He added that Iranian armed forces
are at full readiness for any possible
scenario and capable of continuing
the fight for months or even years if
necessary.

Shekarchi stressed that if the US tar-
gets Iran’s infrastructure, all regional
infrastructure will become legitimate
targets for the Islamic Republic.
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Iravani: US

committing
‘heinous war
crimes’ in Iran

Iran’s Ambassador and Perma-
nent Representative to the Unit-
ed Nations said the US is com-
mitting “heinous war crimes” by
the systematic targeting of the
country’s civilian infrastructure.
In a letter to the UN Security
Council and Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres, Amir Saeid
Iravani detailed American strikes
between July 8 and July 16, hit-
ting southern provinces, coastal
cities, and ports along the Per-
sian Gulf and the Strait of Hor-
muz.

“Owing to the Security Coun-
cil's continued failure to act, the
United States continues its acts
of aggression against the sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity
of Iran and perpetrates heinous
war crimes against the Iranian
people in blatant violation of the
Charter of the United Nations,
and international law, in particu-
lar international humanitarian
law,” Iravani said.

He said American attacks tar-
geted Bandar Abbas, Bushehr,
Ahvaz, Chabahar, Konarak, Jask,
Sirik, Iranshahr, Abu Musa Is-
land, Greater Tunb Island, and
in the early hours of July 16, the
cities of Shiraz, Khorramabad,
Semnan, Urmia, and Hamedan.
The letter stipulated that the
bombings caused extensive
damage to ports, transporta-
tion networks, communications
facilities, logistics hubs, radar
installations, coastal defense
systems, and “other infrastruc-
ture indispensable to the civilian
population.”

Dozens of people in Iran have
lost their lives in the latest wave
of US attacks.

Civilians, emergency respond-
ers, firefighters, park rangers,
and fishermen are among those
who have been killed.

Iravani pointed to President Don-
ald Trump’s public statements,
including a threat to strike Iran’s
bridges and power plants.

Iran’s UN envoy underscored
Trump’s admission regarding
the bombardment of the coun-
try’s nuclear facilities, “If | wasn’t
around, or Bibi (Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu)
wasn’t around, especially the
combination, ... they would have
had a nuclear weapon within two
weeks had | not hit them with a
nuclear.”

“This statement exposes the
dangerous mindset of the US
president, reflecting utter con-
tempt for the Charter of the
United Nations, international
law, and the most fundamental
principles of humanity,” Iravani
stressed.

Iravani urged the Security Coun-
cil to “take immediate and effec-
tive measures to put an end to
the US aggression, and to en-
sure accountability for all severe
violations by the United States.”
“As long as the United Nations,
in particular the Security Coun-
cil, fails to fulfill its responsi-
bilities for the maintenance of
international peace and security,
the Islamic Republic of Iran will
continue to exercise all its rights
under international law in order
to protect its sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity, people, and vital
interests,” he stated.

The United States and Israel be-
gan their aggression against Iran
on February 28. During 39 days
of war, which was paused by a
Pakistani-mediated ceasefire on
April 8, they killed thousands of
people most of them civilians.
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Iran condemns
US, Israel, and
Argentina over oppo-
sition to UN anti-ter-
rorism resolutions

Iran has sharply criticized the Unit-
ed States, Israel, and Argentina af-
ter the three countries voted against
a series of United Nations General
Assembly resolutions address-
ing terrorism, human rights, and
transnational crime, arguing that
the pattern of voting reflects their
increasing isolation on key multilat-
eral issues.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Es-
maeil Bagaei said the voting record
of the three countries on several
major UN resolutions over the past
year was ‘revealing,” pointing to
their repeated opposition to meas-
ures that received overwhelming
backing from the international com-
munity.

In a post on X on Thursday, Bagaei
highlighted the General Assembly’s
Ninth Review of the United Nations
Global Counter-Terrorism Strategy,
adopted on July 1, 2026, with 140
votes in favor, 3 against, and 1 ab-
stention. According to the official
UN voting record, the United States,
Israel and Argentina were the only
countries to vote against the reso-
lution. The strategy is the UN’s prin-
cipal framework for strengthening
international cooperation against
terrorism while emphasizing re-
spect for international law, human
rights, and the rule of law.

Bagaei also pointed to three other
General Assembly resolutions in
which the same three countries cast
the only opposing votes.

The first, adopted on March 25,
2026, declared the ‘transatlantic
slave trade a crime against human-
ity, a measure backed by an over-
whelming majority of UN member
states.

The second, approved on Decem-
ber 18, 2025, sought to strengthen
international cooperation against
trafficking in persons, one of the
world’s most pervasive forms of
organized crime.

The third, also adopted on De-
cember 18, 2025, addressed the
relationship  between  terrorism
and human rights, reaffirming that
counter-terrorism measures must
be implemented in accordance with
international human rights obliga-
tions.

“Just a hint at what is what and who
is who,” Bagaei wrote, before ask-
ing: “Aren’t they revealing?”

The latest vote on the Global Coun-
ter-Terrorism ~ Strategy  followed
weeks of difficult negotiations
among UN member states over up-
dates to the two-decade-old frame-
work. Although a broad consensus
emerged around preserving inter-
national cooperation against terror-
ism, Israel argued that the final text
failed to reflect what it described
as the changing global security
environment following the October
2023 attacks, while maintaining
that the strategy did not sufficiently
address evolving terrorist threats.
The voting pattern has drawn at-
tention from diplomats and inter-
national observers because the
United States, Israel and Argentina
have increasingly found them-
selves aligned on a range of Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions in recent
months. International media have
noted that the three governments
have repeatedly opposed resolu-
tions that attracted overwhelming
global support, including meas-
ures on slavery, torture, trafficking,
humanitarian issues and certain
human rights initiatives, while
most European and other Western
countries have generally chosen
to abstain rather than vote against
such texts.
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Iran, UAE share

the spoils
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or Does It Dehvdrate You?
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Iced tea is a popular way to cool off
on a hot day—but does it count to-
ward your daily hydration goals, oris it
actually dehydrating you? The answer
depends in part on the type of tea and
its caffeine content.

Iced Tea’s Caffeine Content

The idea that iced tea can be dehy-
drating stems from the fact that some
teas, specifically green and black tea,
contain small amounts of caffeine. In
some cases, it can lead to mild dehy-
dration. Caffeine is a known diuretic,
meaning it triggers urination produc-
tion, prompting the urge to pee and
release fluids.1

However, research shows that the

caffeine content in tea is typically low
enough not to cause dehydration. One
study found that drinking green tea or
an equivalent amount of caffeine didn’t
negatively affect hydration levels two
hours after consumption.2

Evidence suggests it would take an
excessive amount of iced tea in one
sitting, like several large glasses con-
taining a total of 250 to 500 milligrams
(mg) of caffeine, to significantly affect
hydration.324

Iced Tea’s Water Content

Iced tea is made mostly of water, which
is essential for preventing dehydration
and keeping the body functioning
properly, with the addition of strained

tea leaves and ice cubes. This makes it
a generally hydrating beverage that can
contribute to your daily fluid intake and
offset any mild dehydrating effect from
the caffeine.5

Research suggests that the water con-
tent in a serving of tea is comparable
to that of water.2 One study found that
black tea, which contains moderate
amounts of caffeine, hydrates the body
similarly to water, with no difference
in hydration markers between par-
ticipants who drank up to six cups of
black tea per day and those who drank
only water.6

Most Hydrating Types of Iced Tea
While virtually all teas can be hydrating

Iran were held to a 25-25 draw against
the UAE at the 2026 Asian Junior

Handball Championship on Friday.

in Group B.

Sunday.

Group A consists of China, Bahrain,

The Iranian team had previously de-
feated Kuwait and lost to South Korea

Iran are scheduled to face Qatar on

Saudi Arabia, Oman, Chinese Taipei,
and Hong Kong.

The 19th Asian Men’s Junior Hand-
ball Championship is being held in
Chuzhou of China from 15 to 26 July
2026.

The event serves as qualification event
for the 2027 IHF Men’s Junior World
Champi- onship.

due to their
water  con-
tent, a few
varieties §
stand  out
in particu-
lar due to
lower or
minimal

caffeine

levels,

includ-

ing:92

* Green tea
e Hibiscus \
e Peppermint . Al

e Chamomile T

[ran, Indra standards bodies discuss technical cooperation

The heads of the national standards organizations of Iran and India emphasized the
development of technical cooperation and the role of standardization in facilitating
trade and improving the quality of goods and services.

According to IRNA, on the sidelines of the meeting of the heads of national stand-
ards organizations of BRICS member states in Bengaluru, Farzaneh Ansari, Head of
the National Standards Organization of Iran, met and held talks with Pramod Kumar
Tiwari, Director General of the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS).

During this meeting, the two sides explored ways to expand bilateral cooperation in
the areas of standardization, conformity assessment, development of quality infra-
structure, exchange of technical experiences, and educational and specialized coop-

Iran condemns
US strike near
children’s cancer
hospital, calls 1t a
‘War Crime’

Iran has accused the United States of
committing a ‘cowardly war crime’ after a
US strike near a children’s cancer hospital
in the southwestern city of Ahvaz forced
the emergency evacuation of more than
200 pediatric patients, intensifying inter-
national concern over the humanitarian
impact of the escalating conflict.
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesman
Esmaeil Bagaei said the overnight strike
targeted an area close to Shahid Bagaei
Specialized Hospital, a major pediatric
oncology center, compelling medical
staff to evacuate 211 children receiving
cancer treatment, including chemother-
apy patients.
In a statement posted on X, Bagaei de-
scribed the attack as “barbaric,” draw-
ing comparisons with Israeli strikes on
healthcare facilities in the Gaza Strip.
“This barbaric attack, reminiscent of
Israel’s atrocities against healthcare
facilities, caused severe suffering and
anxiety among hospitalized children and
forced the emergency evacuation of 211
patients undergoing chemotherapy,”
Baqaei said. “This constitutes a cowardly
war crime against the most innocent of
human beings—children who are bravely
fighting for their lives.”
Hospital officials said the explosion oc-
curred only a short distance from the
medical complex.
Dr. Majid Bou'azar, the hospital’s manag-
er, said all 211 patients had to be relocat-
ed under emergency conditions follow-
ing the strike.
“These are highly vulnerable patients,
including children undergoing cancer

treatment,” he told Al Jazeera.

Medical staff described scenes of panic
as doctors and nurses rushed critically ill
children to safety.

“Some of the patients were on oxygen
support and ventilators,” one hospital
employee said. “Parents were carry-
ing children in their arms. Others were
moved with intravenous lines still at-
tached or transported in wheelchairs.”
Hospital director Reza Bazar said the
nearby explosions disrupted the facili-
ty’s operations and temporarily rendered
parts of the hospital unusable, according
to Iran’s Fars News Agency.

The incident comes amid an expanding
US military campaign that has increas-
ingly targeted civilian infrastructure
alongside military facilities.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry urged the interna-
tional community, the United Nations and
humanitarian organizations to condemn
the attack, arguing that strikes endanger-
ing medical facilities violate international
humanitarian law, including the Geneva
Conventions, which provide special pro-
tection for hospitals and medical person-
nel during armed conflicts.

Iranian officials argued that attacks plac-
ing healthcare institutions at risk repre-
sent serious violations of international
law regardless of whether hospitals
themselves are directly struck.

The government has repeatedly accused
Washington of widening the conflict
by targeting civilian infrastructure and
warned that such operations threaten
prospects for a negotiated end to the war.
The latest incident has renewed broader

eration.

Furthermore, the heads of the national standards organizations of Iran and India em-
phasized the importance of strengthening interactions between the two institutions,
utilizing existing capacities to develop technical cooperation, and the role of standard-
ization in facilitating trade and improving the quality of goods and services.

This meeting was held on the sidelines of the meeting of the heads of national stand-
ards organizations of BRICS member states; a meeting that was hosted by the Bureau
of Indian Standards in Bengaluru with the aim of developing technical cooperation,
convergence in the field of standardization, and strengthening quality infrastructure

among BRICS member states.

international concern over the protec-
tion of medical facilities in armed con-
flict.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
has repeatedly warned that attacks affect-
ing hospitals, ambulances and healthcare
workers have devastating humanitarian
consequences, stressing that medical
facilities enjoy special protection under
international humanitarian law and must
never become targets of military opera-
tions.

The International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) has likewise consistently
emphasized that parties to armed con-
flicts are obligated to distinguish between
military objectives and civilian infrastruc-
ture and to ensure the safety of hospitals
and patients.

While neither organization had issued a
specific public statement on the Ahvaz in-
cident at the time of reporting, both have
repeatedly called for strict compliance
with international humanitarian law and
the protection of healthcare services in
conflict zones.

The reported evacuation of pediatric
cancer patients has also drawn renewed
attention from humanitarian observers,
who warn that interruptions to special-
ized treatment can place vulnerable chil-
dren at immediate medical risk and have
lasting consequences for their recovery.
The incident adds to mounting fears that
continued attacks affecting civilian infra-
structure and healthcare services could
further escalate the conflict and compli-
cate diplomatic efforts to secure a lasting
ceasefire.

SRS

Tehran’s interim Friday prayer lead-
er, Hojjatoleslam Mohammad Javad
Haj Ali Akbari, said Iran views the
Strait of Hormuz as its most effec-
tive strategic instrument for retali-
ating against the United States and
Israel, while declaring that negoti-
ations with Washington had effec-
tively come to an end.

Speaking during Friday prayers
in Tehran, Haj Ali Akbari said the
recent nationwide public mobiliza-
tion demonstrated the resilience of
the Islamic Republic and reflected
broad public support for the coun-
try’s leadership. He described calls
for retaliation over the killing of the
“martyred leader” and other Irani-
an victims as a legitimate national
demand grounded in both Islamic
principles and deterrence.

He outlined four stages of retali-
ation: bringing those responsible
for attacks against Iran to justice,
removing US military bases from
the region, eliminating Israel, and
ending US global dominance. He
argued that both Washington and
Israel were entering a period of
strategic decline.

Accusing the United States of vio-
lating its commitments under the
Islamabad memorandum of under-

Hormuz Strait 1s Iran's ‘most effective
tool for retaliation, cleric says

>
WL '

U S

standing, Haj Ali Akbari said Wash-
ington had recognized Iran’s right
to manage the Strait of Hormuz but
later abandoned the agreement by
launching attacks on Iranian infra-
structure and civilian facilities.

“The negotiations and the memo-
randum of understanding are over,”
he said. “From now on, the relation-
ship between Iran and the United
States will be determined by the
military power of the Armed Forces
of the Islamic Republic.”
Describing the Strait of Hormuz as
a “divine blessing” and a symbol
of Iran’s national resistance, Haj Ali
Akbari said the strategic waterway
serves not only Iran’s economic
and security interests but is also
“the best means” for taking revenge
against the United States and Israel.
He further asserted that the Strait
of Hormuz would not return to its
previous status under any circum-
stances and would remain under
Iranian management.

The cleric also urged regional coun-
tries to use the current situation to
free themselves from ‘US domina-
tion,” saying the moment offered
an opportunity for greater regional
independence.
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