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Safe import route
for animal feed from
Kazakhstan to Iran
reopens

The head of the Iran Feed, Poultry,
and Aquatic Industries Association
said that the strategic agreement
between Iran and Kazakhstan to
establish a logistics terminal at
Shahid Rajaee Port will enable
the direct and lower-cost supply
of livestock feed inputs by elimi-
nating expensive intermediaries.
He added that the agreement will
play a key role in reducing the pro-
duction costs of protein products
and ensuring Iran’s food security
in the coming years.

The signing of a $25 million
agreement between Iran and Ka-
zakhstan to build a logistics termi-
nal on a 15-hectare site at Shahid
Rajaee Port marks a milestone in
the two countries’ economic re-
lations and the expansion of their
transit cooperation. According to
experts, the agreement goes be-
yond port collaboration, laying the
foundation for increasing bilater-
al trade from $500 million to $3
billion while improving strategic
industries’  access—particularly
the animal feed, poultry, and ag-
uaculture sectors—to essential
raw materials.

Speaking to IRNA on Wednesday,
Majid Movafegh Ghadiri assessed
the recent agreement following
the visit to Tehran by a high-lev-
el delegation of Kazakh business
leaders and investors headed by
Aman-Mal Gazhvarov, Director
General of Kazakhstan’s Trade De-
velopment Fund.

He said: “This is not merely a port
contract; it is a strategic initiative
that redefines Iran’s role in region-
al and international supply chains.
Implementing this agreement will
strengthen the eastern branch of
the International North-South
Transport Corridor (INSTC) and
further solidify Iran’s position as
the bridge connecting Central Asia
to the world’s open seas.”

He noted that negotiations and
feasibility studies between Iran
and Kazakhstan began in 2022,
and on June 28, 2026 (7 Tir
1405 in the Iranian calendar),
those negotiations culminated in
a Build-Operate-Transfer (BOT)
agreement. Under the deal, Ka-
zakhstan will invest $25 million to
construct and operate its logistics
terminal at Shahid Rajaee Port.
According to Ghadiri, the contract
spans 27 years—including 2 years
for construction and 25 years of
operation. Given the possibility
of increased transit volumes in
the future, the agreement will be
subject to review every five years.
A member of the Iran Chamber of
Commerce’s Board of Represent-
atives, Ghadiri outlined the agree-
ment’s key operational elements:

* Kazakhstan will build its own
dedicated logistics terminal at
Shahid Rajaee Port to manage
grain exports, containerized car-
go, and transit shipments.

* In return, Iran will gain access
to dedicated infrastructure and
berths at the Kazakh ports of Ak-
tau and Kuryk on the Caspian Sea.
He added that Iran’s willingness
to allow Kazakhstan to utilize the
capacities of Chabahar Port opens
a new horizon for expanding both
regional and international trade.

Regarding the agreement’s impact
on bilateral trade, Ghadiri said the
objectives are highly ambitious.
Plans call for increasing the corri-
dor’s annual freight capacity from
approximately 3.5 million tons to
20 million tons, while boosting
bilateral trade from around $500
million to $3 billion.

He concluded that achieving these
goals would establish a compet-
itive, sustainable, and reliable
trade corridor linking Iran, Central
Asia, and global markets.

The head of the board of direc-
tors of the Iranian Mines and
Mining Industries Development
and Renovation Organization
(IMIDRO), stating that one of
the most important axes of
the Martyr Leader's econom-
ic thought is dedicated to the
position of mining in the resist-
ance economy, wrote: Perhaps
the most prominent part of his
views is his repeated emphasis
on replacing oil with mining. In
his view, the country’s mines,
possessing rare and valuable
reserves, are one of the best
options for achieving this goal.
Of course, this substitution will
only be possible if the value
chain is developed.
Mohammad-Masoud
Samiei-Nejad, Deputy Minister
and head of the board of direc-
tors of IMIDRO, on the occa-
sion of the farewell and funeral
procession of Ayatollah Seyyed
Ali Khamenei, the Martyr Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, in an
exclusive note for IRNA, elabo-
rated on his thoughts in various
fields, which is as follows:

Iran is one of the few countries
in the world that simultaneously
enjoys a wide diversity of min-
erals, massive proven reserves,
and vast unexplored areas. The
presence of over 65 types of
minerals, tens of billions of tons
of proven reserves, and numer-
ous undiscovered capacities
have turned the mining sector

Mining in thought of Martyr Leader;
[rom capacity, advantages of mining o replacing o1l

into one of the country’s most
important strategic advantag-
es. However, what doubles the
importance of this sector is
the deep and forward-looking
view of the Martyr Leader of
the Islamic Revolution towards
mining as one of the pillars of
economic independence and a
substitute for the oil economy.
On the occasion of the farewell
ceremony for the Martyr Lead-
er of Iran and the arrival of In-
dustry and Mining Day, it is an
opportunity to take a look at the
thoughts and emphases of this
dear Imam and martyr in the
field of mining.

A review of his statements over
more than three decades shows
that mining was not considered
merely an economic or indus-
trial activity, but rather a part
of the system of national pro-
gress, economic justice, and
national authority.

From the first years after the
revolution, the subject of mines
held a special place in his
speeches. In the Friday prayer
sermons of 1987 (Iranian
year 1366), mines, alongside
lands, forests, and seas, were
introduced as public wealth
belonging to all people. In this
view, the exploitation of natural
resources should be such that
the opportunity to use these
divine blessings is provided for
all members of society, and the
monopoly of resources is not

held by a specific group.

In later years, the Martyr Leader
considered mining one of the
main components of material
welfare and national develop-
ment.

In his message on the occa-
sion of the fortieth day of the
passing of Imam Khomeini, he
listed mining extraction, along
with reconstruction, econom-
ic prosperity, public health,
and scientific development, as
signs of the country’s progress.
This view shows that the ex-
ploitation of mineral resources
is not merely about generating
wealth, but is considered a tool
for reducing poverty, increasing
public welfare, and ensuring the
country’s sustainable develop-
ment.

Alongside attention to mineral
reserves, the Martyr Leader
always emphasized the role of
human capital. His visit to the
Sarcheshmeh Copper Complex
in 2005 (Iranian year 1384) and
his appreciation of the efforts of
workers, engineers, and man-
agers of that complex are sym-
bols of this approach.

He repeatedly emphasized that
the treasures hidden in Iran’s
soil turn into national wealth
only when accompanied by
knowledge, management, in-
novation, and the effort of the
Iranian human force. From this
perspective, mining is not only
a natural reserve but also a field

for the flourishing of national
capabilities.

One of the most important axes
of the Martyr Leader’s econom-
ic thought regarding mining
is its place in the resistance
economy. In a situation where
Iran’s economy has been under
the influence of sanctions and
limitations caused by depend-
ence on oil revenues for years,
he repeatedly emphasized the
necessity of utilizing domestic
capacities.

In this regard, mining was pro-
posed as one of the country’s
most important internal advan-
tages; a capacity that, in addi-
tion to generating foreign cur-
rency, can provide the ground
for the development of down-

stream industries, extensive
employment, and increased
added value.

Perhaps the most prominent
part of his views is his repeated
emphasis on replacing mining
with oil. The Martyr Leader
stated in various years that Iran
must reach a stage where it can
continue its development path
without worrying about oil rev-
enues. In his view, the country’s
mines, possessing rare and val-
uable reserves, are one of the
best options for achieving this
goal. Of course, this substitu-
tion will only be possible if the
value chain is developed.
Within this framework, serious
opposition to the raw sale of
minerals is another constant
axis of his speeches. The Mar-
tyr Leader repeatedly warned
against the export of raw min-
erals and considered it a cause
for losing a major portion of
the economic value of these
resources.

In his belief, real wealth is
created when minerals are
processed domestically and
turned into industrial products
with high added value. This
approach not only brings more
income to the country but also
leads to the development of
technology, specialized employ-
ment, and the strengthening of
knowledge-based industries.
Alongside economic opportuni-
ties, the Martyr Leader also paid
special attention to the geopo-

litical importance of mines. He
repeatedly reminded that natu-
ral resources and underground
reserves have always been fac-
tors of greed for colonial pow-
ers, and many wars and foreign
interventions in the world have
been formed with the motive of
accessing these resources.
From this perspective, the de-
velopment and proper manage-
ment of mines are not only an
economic necessity but also a
part of preserving national in-
dependence and dignity.
Despite these emphases, the
Martyr Leader at various times
also complained about the
governments’ neglect of the
country’s mining capacities. He
stated that he had repeatedly
emphasized the importance of
mines, but this sector has still
not reached its true place in the
national economy.

This criticism indicates that
there is a considerable gap
between the existing capacities
and the actual extent of their
exploitation.

Today, when Iran’s economy
needs diversification of income
sources and reducing depend-
ence on oil more than ever, re-
visiting the views of the Martyr
Leader about mining finds spe-
cial importance. The collection
of these statements presents
a clear roadmap for policy-
makers; a roadmap based on
broader exploration, attracting
investment, developing tech-
nology, processing minerals,
supporting the private sector,
and preventing the raw sale of
minerals.

Undoubtedly, mining can be
one of the main drivers of
Iran’s economy in the coming
decades. Achieving this goal
requires that the country’s
vast underground capacities
be transformed into sustain-
able wealth through knowl-
edge, investment, and efficient
management. As the Martyr
Leader repeatedly emphasized,
Iran is sitting on a great treas-
ure of mineral resources, and
the proper exploitation of this
treasure can create a different
future for the country’s econ-
omy.

Post-war era; smart reconstruction, not a return to past; eneroy expert

An oil and gas expert stated: Wars do not only destroy
infrastructure; they also transform the logic of invest-
ment. Any country emerging from a security crisis faces
two choices. The first is merely compensating for past
damages, and the second is building a more resilient,
competitive, and attractive economy for investment from
the heart of the crisis.

According to ISNA, the full text of the commentary by
Samaneh Gheybi, an oil and gas expert, provided to
ISNA, is as follows:

Iran, too, finds itself at such a point after the third im-
posed war. Now, the main question is not how much
capital we need; the more important question is where
and how to deploy the existing capital.

In the post-war environment, government financial re-
sources are limited, the private sector makes decisions
cautiously, foreign investors assess the country’s risk
with greater sensitivity, and global markets continue to
face geopolitical fluctuations. Under such conditions,
successful investment is no longer the product of in-
tuitive decisions or temporary pressures; it is the result
of data-driven governance and the scientific selection of
projects.

Studies show that even in an industry like oil and
gas—which is considered the main engine of Iran’s
economy—it is impossible to implement all projects,
and choices must be made among them. This selection
must be based on the analysis of various scenarios, the
economic value of each project, and its resilience to un-
certainty.

This logic is not limited to the oil industry. Today, the
entire [ranian economy needs such an approach.

If national investments are to be launched in areas such

as energy, petrochemicals, the digital economy, trans-
portation, water, communication infrastructure, artificial
intelligence, and advanced industries, a portfolio of pri-
ority projects must first be formed—projects that gener-
ate the highest economic returns, the most employment,
the greatest foreign currency earnings, and the most sig-
nificant impact on Iran’s economic security.

The experience of successful countries follows the same
path. After major crises, governments have allocated
their limited resources to projects capable of activating
private sector growth as well. In other words, rather than
being the largest investor, the government has taken on
the role of investment architect.

For Iran, the new era must also be accompanied by a
change in the philosophy of investment. We can no
longer prioritize any project merely because of its histo-
ry, regional pressures, or administrative considerations.
Every project must be able to pass the value-creation test
from economic, strategic, technological, energy security,
employment, and export development perspectives.
One of the most important messages of this analysis is
that uncertainty should not be an excuse to halt invest-
ment. On the contrary, uncertainty must be incorporated
into the decision-making model. Smart investment is
one that simulates various scenarios in advance and is
prepared for any possible change.

In the post-war environment, this perspective gains dou-
ble importance. Energy prices may change, trade routes
may shift, new technologies may replace old ones, or
even the geopolitical rules of the region may transform.
Iran’s economy must be flexible enough to withstand
these changes.

On the other hand, domestic and foreign investors are

seeking predictability more than ever before. Capital
flows into countries where the project selection process
is transparent, data-driven, and defensible. The existence
of scientific frameworks for project evaluation reduces
the cost of capital and increases investor confidence.
This issue holds particular importance for the Chamber
of Commerce as well. The private sector must demand
from the government that the list of national projects be
compiled based on clear criteria, risk analysis, rate of re-
turn, developmental impacts, and economic scenarios.
Such an approach fosters healthy competition among
projects and directs the country’s resources toward the
highest added value.

Iran’s economic reconstruction after the war depends
above all on investor confidence. This confidence is
not built through slogans; it is shaped by the quality of
decision-making. The more scientific, transparent, and
data-driven the project selection process, the more con-
fidently capital will enter the economy.

The future of Iran’s economy will not be determined by
the volume of capital, but by the intelligence in capital
allocation. Countries that have achieved sustainable
growth after crises learned to manage their limited re-
sources better before acquiring more resources.

Now, the best opportunity has been provided for Iran
to move beyond the reconstruction phase and enter the
phase of national smart investment—a phase in which
every rial of capital serves to increase productivity,
strengthen economic security, expand exports, advance
technology, and build a resilient economy for future gen-
erations. This is the path that can transform the post-
war era from a period of damage compensation into the
starting point of a major economic leap.

Over 140m tons of
goods transported
via roads in Q1

The Director General of the Freight
Transport Office of the Road Main-
tenance and Transport Organization
reported the issuance of 9 mil-
lion waybills and the transport of
140.4 million tons of various goods
through the public transport fleet on
the country’s road network during
the first three months of the current
year. According to Tuesday’s report
from IRNA, cited from the Road
Maintenance and Transport Organ-
ization, Mehrdad Hamdollahi stated
that during the aforementioned pe-
riod, 49.1 million tons of construc-
tion and mineral goods, and 28.1
million tons of agricultural, livestock,
and food products were transport-
ed across the roads. He added that
during the first three months of this
year, 5.5 million tons of various es-
sential goods and livestock inputs
were unloaded from the country’s
ports and transported and distribut-
ed by the public transport fleet on the
roads. The Director General of the
Freight Transport Office of the Road
Organization continued: Currently,
more than one million 358,000 driv-
ers along with their families covered
by them have registered on the sup-
plementary health insurance website
and are benefiting from supplemen-
tary health, life, and accident insur-
ance services for drivers.

Development of
alternative Persian
Gulf routes contin-

ues

The Director General of Logistics
and Support at the Iran Trade Pro-
motion Organization (TPO) said that
bottlenecks along alternative trans-
portation routes are being resolved,
and that further development of
these corridors requires coopera-
tion among domestic agencies as
well as agreements with neighbor-
ing countries. In an interview with
Mehr News Agency, Ali Emami,
Director General of the Logistics
and Support Office at the Iran Trade
Promotion Organization, was asked
how long it would take for the use
of the six alternative routes to in-
crease and reduce pressure on the
Persian Gulf. He replied: “The real-
ity is that part of this depends on
the competition that transportation
companies create among them-
selves.” Emami explained that road
and rail transport companies must
be able to compete with maritime
shipping companies. He added that
authorities should provide incen-
tives and advantages for rail and
road freight operators so they can
remain competitive. He continued:
“During the war, the shortcomings,
bugs, and bottlenecks in these
routes became apparent, and they
are now being addressed.” He not-
ed that some of these issues must
be resolved internationally through
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, while
others require cooperation between
counterpart agencies. For example,
Iran Customs needs to strengthen
agreements with the customs au-
thorities of neighboring countries
such as Turkey and Pakistan, and
the Ministry of Transport and Urban
Development should establish more
comprehensive agreements  with
its counterparts abroad. Emami
concluded on an optimistic note:
“We are optimistic about this issue.
Previously, some cargo was routed
through Iraq, some through Oman,
and some via other routes. Now that
the direct route has become opera-
tional again, cargo is gradually shift-
ing away from those intermediary
routes and returning to the direct
route.”



Iran overpowered Iraq 96-29 at
the FIBA U18 Asia Cup WABA
qualifiers on Wednesday.
Mohammadyashar Kamal Khal-
edi led Iran with 26 points, while
Matin Manouchehri also score 24
points for the Persians. The competition is being held
Ali Rubaye and Hani Kareem col-  from July 7 to 11 in Amman, Jor-
lected seven points each for Irag.  dan.

Iran had started the campaign on
Tuesday with a 97-87 win over
Palestine.
The Iranian team will face Syria,
Jordan and Lebanon in the follow-
ing days.

Iran too strong
for Iraq at FIBA
U18 Asia Cup
WABA qualifier
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Wheat production
to reach 13.5 mil-
lion tons this year

It is projected that the coun-
try’s wheat production will
reach approximately 13.5 mil-
lion tons in the Iranian calen-
dar year 1405 (starting March
2026).

According to Tasnim News
Agency, Majid Anjafi stat-
ed that the Deputy for Crop
Production is responsible for
75 percent of the country’s
total agricultural output. In
its latest report on the status
of crop cultivation, it empha-
sizes the sector’s success in
overcoming climate challeng-
es and energy imbalances.

According to the Deputy for
Crop Production at the Min-
istry of Agriculture, reliance
on domestic capabilities has
allowed the crop sector to
suffer the least damage from
economic and environmental
pressures.

The Deputy added that, based
on current planning, wheat
production is forecast to
reach about 13.5 million tons
in 1405, of which 10 million

Certain drinks, including water, elec-
trolyte drinks, and certain teas, can
provide several heart-healthy benefits,
including lower blood pressure and a
reduced heart rate. For a healthy adult,
the target heart rate is between 60 and
100 beats per minute (bpm).1 A high
heart rate (tachycardia) puts stress on
the heart and may raise the risk of heart
disease.2

1. Water

Water is the best choice for a heart-
healthy drink. Staying hydrated pro-
motes heart and blood vessel health.
When your body is dehydrated, the
heart has to work harder to pump the
blood throughout the body. When the
heart has to work harder, it pumps fast-
er to keep up, raising your heart rate.3

2. Matcha Green Tea
Matcha is a type of concentrated green

Source:

tea. It is rich in antioxidants and has
anti-inflammatory effects. Research
shows that regular consumption of mat-
cha can help prevent atherosclerosis (a
buildup of plaque in the arteries) and
improve heart health. It may also repair
cell damage.67 By improving your heart
and blood vessel health, matcha tea can
support a healthy heart rate.8

3. Electrolyte Drinks

Staying hydrated is critical for sup-
porting a healthy heart rate. If you're
starting to become dehydrated from
sweating, vomiting, or experiencing
diarrhea, drinking an electrolyte drink
can rehydrate you. Electrolytes are
charged minerals in the blood, includ-
ing sodium and potassium, that help
regulate fluids in the body.9 Providing
your body with fluids and electrolytes
improves dehydration and your heart
rate.3

) Drinks That Lower Your Heart Rate Naturally

By:

4. Hibiscus Tea

The hibiscus plant has vibrant flow-
ers that can be used to make hibiscus
tea.10

These flowers have powerful antioxi-
dant properties that have been found to
reduce blood pressure and cholesterol
levels.11

A 2019 study found that drinking 1
cup of hibiscus tea twice daily can
significantly reduce blood pressure.12
Lower blood pressure takes strain off
the heart and supports a healthy heart
rate.13

5. Chamomile Tea

Chamomile is an herb known for its re-
laxing effects. It has anti-inflammatory
properties that may lower stress and
blood pressure. Sipping chamomile tea
can promote feelings of relaxation and
calm.14 This supports quality sleep and
a healthy heart rate.

tons can be delivered to gov-
ernment purchase centers.
In this regard, support prices
and bonuses have been set
for wheat farmers, and the
process of securing financial
resources to pay their dues is
a government priority. Barley
production is also expected to
increase by one million tons
compared to last year.

Majid Anjafi said that one of
the main pillars of the Depu-
ty’s program is the implemen-
tation of a five-year plan for
rainfed farmlands. The target
for the fifth year of this plan
is to produce 6 million tons
of wheat without relying on
groundwater or surface wa-
ter—raising the share of rain-
fed wheat from the current 10
percent to 40 percent of total
national production. Addition-
ally, the plan aims to produce
600,000 tons of oilseeds and
increase forage production
capacity by up to one million
tons.

The Deputy for Grop Pro-
duction also stated that, re-
garding agricultural inputs,
the supply process is being
pursued seriously for the new
year. Despite international
restrictions, entry points for
inputs have not been affected
by sanctions.

In the meantime, the urea
needed by farmers is being
supplied from domestic pro-
duction, while phosphate and
potash fertilizers are being
imported from various sourc-
es, ensuring no concerns for
the upcoming planting sea-
son.

(ver 1,00 supportive housing projects heing prepared within city limits, state-owned towns

The CEO of the National Land and Housing Organization announced that
the organization is in the process of preparing 1,838 supportive hous-
ing projects within city limits and state-owned towns, and stated that 19
mosques, 178 schools, and 35 police stations have been built in support-

ive housing sites by the organization.

According to a report by IRNA from the Ministry of Transport and Urban
Development, Ali Nabian detailed the preparation projects currently un-
der implementation or design within city limits and state-owned towns,
saying: “Atotal of 1,838 preparation projects are either being implement-
ed or designed by the National Land and Housing Organization within city

limits and state-owned towns.”

The Deputy Minister of Transport and Urban Development added: “Of the
1,838 projects being prepared by the National Land and Housing Organi-
zation, 403 are in the design phase and 1,435 are under implementation.”

Nabian stated that the number of units that are currently being prepared

and are buildable stands at 1,422.

He also detailed the superstructure services built by the organization
in supportive housing scheme sites, adding: “Nineteen mosques, 178
schools, and 35 police stations have been built by the organization or in
cooperation with it in supportive housing sites.”

Millions flood
Mashhad ahead of
martyred Leaders

urial at Holy
[mam Reza Shrine

Millions of devotion-driven mourners have flood-
ed the streets of the northeastern city of Mashhad
to bid a historic farewell to the martyred Leader
of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, ahead of his burial rites at the Holy
Imam Reza Shrine.

The plane carrying the flag-draped coffins of the
late Leader and his family members arrived at
Mashhad’s Shahid Hasheminejad International
Airport following a delay caused by unprecedent-
ed crowds in neighboring Iraq. Due to the mas-
sive, million-strong turnout of Iragi mourners

in the holy cities of Najaf and Karbala, the com-
mittee overseeing the ceremonies rescheduled
the Mashhad funeral procession from morning
to afternoon to accommodate the overwhelming
logistics.

Roads leading to the Holy Imam Reza Shrine
have been packed for hours with millions of
citizens who traveled from across Iran. Waving
crimson flags that symbolize the call to avenge
the blood of the martyrs and chanting “Labbaik
Ya Hussein,” the massive crowds turned the ma-
jor thoroughfares into a sea of red. Officials noted

that the vehicle carrying the coffins is advancing
slowly through the tightly packed rows of faithful
citizens and will take considerable time to reach
the holy precincts.

Ayatollah Khamenei was martyred on February
28 alongside members of his family during the
first day of the war of aggression waged by the
United States and the Israeli regime against Iran.
The multi-day funeral ceremonies originally com-
menced on Friday at Tehran’s Imam Khomeini
Mosalla, where international dignitaries paid their
respects, followed by a massive public proces-

sion in the capital on Monday and historic fare-
well rites in the holy city of Qom on Tuesday.

The procession then moved to Irag, where mil-
lions of believers held magnificent ceremonies
at the holy shrines of Najaf and Karbala, demon-
strating the unbreakable transnational unity of the
Axis of Resistance. Now back in Iran, the final
rites take place inside the Azadi and Enghelab
courtyards of the Holy Imam Reza Shrine, which
have been fully adorned with portraits of the late
Leader, before he is laid to rest according to his
final wishes.
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