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ICCIMA head
message on
occasion of martyred
Leader funeral

Samad Hassanzadeh, the Head of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agriculture (ICCI-
MA), referring to the millions-strong
presence of Iran’s appreciative people
in the glorious farewell to the sacred
body of the martyred leader, stated:
“The great community of economic
activists, producers, industrialists,
and entrepreneurs of the country also
considers itself alongside the great
[ranian nation in honoring this historic
epic, and firmly believes that the gran-
deur of the people’s presence in this
glorious farewell will be a lasting asset
for the authority, cohesion, and future
of this land.”

Hassanzadeh, in a message coin-
ciding with the farewell and funeral
ceremony of the sacred body of the
martyred leader, Ayatollah Khamenei,
emphasized: “Today, alongside a pro-
found grief, a greater responsibility
rests upon the shoulders of the entire
great Iranian nation; the responsibility
of safeguarding the precious heritage
of the path of our martyred leader and
all the martyrs, preserving national
unity, protecting the social capital of
this nation, continuing sincere service
to the people, and making an unceas-
ing effort to build a powerful, pros-
perous, and proud Iran—an Iran that
will show the world the lofty ideals of
its martyrs in the fields of science,
economy, production, culture, and
progress.”

The full text of the message from the
Head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-
ture is as follows:

In the name of God, the Most Com-
passionate, the Most Merciful
Great nations, in their golden histor-
ical pages, reveal their dignity and
national identity through their mean-
ingful presence; the presence of the
civilization-building nation of Iran in
the unparalleled and passionate cere-
mony for our martyred leader is also
of this very tradition.

Some farewells are not merely a part-
ing, but rather the manifestation of a
renewed covenant by a proud nation
with the ideals that brave, wise, and
knowledgeable leaders have estab-
lished and, through faith, sacrifice,
and struggle, have deeply rooted in
the fabric of this land.

Today, the millions-strong, passion-
ate, and conscious presence of the
appreciative people of Islamic Iran
in the farewell and funeral ceremo-
ny of the sacred body of our mar-
tyred leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, is
a lasting testament to the loyalty of
a nation that, even in the most diffi-
cult days, has kept the banner of the
Velayat raised high, and through their
presence, conveyed a clear message
of devotion to the Wilayat, unity, and
steadfastness to the world.

This great gathering showed the world
an unforgettable image of national
consensus and insight; a presence
that carries a resounding message for
the world, that Iran’s true capital is its
people, who, on decisive days, stand
with all their being beside their nation-
al values and uphold the unbreakable,
profound, and conscious bond with
divine values, independence, dignity,
and the Velayat.

In the tradition of the followers of
the Infallible Imams (peace be upon
them), martyrdom is not the end of
the path for God’s men, but rather
the beginning of their eternity. This
sublime station is the result of a life-
time of sincerity, wisdom, patience,
and struggle in the path of God, wise
leadership, safeguarding the digni-
ty of Islam and Iran, defending the
independence of this land, and pro-
tecting the honor of a great nation.
What greater fortune is there than
for God to adorn the end of a sincere
servant’s life with the garment of
martyrdom and to bestow upon him
the great blessing of meeting the Be-
loved through the path of martyrdom
as a divine gift?
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Difterence i ohjective function; a framework
[or understandmg economic thought of martyred Leader

The former governor of the
Central Bank of Iran (CBI), em-
phasizing that the economic
thought of the martyred Ayatol-
lah Khamenei can be interpreted
not as a replacement for the
science of economics, but as an
effort to define “a comprehen-
sive governance objective func-
tion,” believes: In this objective
function, the economy holds a
central position, but not all deci-
sions are evaluated solely based
on a single economic variable;
rather, their effects on justice,
security, independence, social
capital, public culture, and the
long-term interests of the coun-
try are also taken into account.
Valiollah Seif, the former head of
the Central Bank, in an exclusive
note for IRNA, elaborated on the
economic thoughts of Ayatollah
Khamenei, the martyred lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution of
Iran, which is as follows:
Sometimes, the notion arises
that there is a contradiction
between the economic thought
of Ayatollah Khamenei and the
principles of market econom-
ics; as if one is based on the
negation of the other. However,
this issue can be viewed from a
different angle—an angle that
seeks the source of the differ-
ence not in the principles of
economics, but in the difference
of the objective function.

Over the past two centuries,
the science of economics has
developed valuable tools for
increasing efficiency, produc-
tivity, economic growth, and
public welfare. Concepts such
as competition, property rights,
freedom of economic activity,
competitive prices, investment,
trade, innovation, and the profit
motive all serve the optimal use

of limited resources and the
enhancement of societal wel-
fare. These achievements are
the valuable scientific capital of
humanity, and the experience
of various countries also shows
that their proper utilization plays
an important role in economic
development.

However, the science of eco-
nomics inherently does not
judge what goals a society
should pursue. Economics is a
science that attempts to show
which policies and tools will
more efficiently achieve a giv-
en goal. From this perspective,
economics is neutral regarding
ends. If the goal is econom-
ic growth, it proposes a set of
policies; if the goal is poverty
reduction, social justice, food
security, or environmental pro-
tection, it examines and eval-
uates the tools appropriate for
each. Therefore, economics dis-
cusses “how to achieve goals”
more than it speaks about “what
should be desired.”

In contrast, governance is re-
sponsible for determining those
very goals. The main question
for the ruler is not merely how
to increase GDP, but rather in
which direction to guide society
and how to establish a balance
among various goals. National
security, social justice, econom-
ic stability, decision-making
independence, social cohesion,
public trust, preservation of
cultural identity, environmental
sustainability, and the interests
of future generations all fall
within the responsibilities of
governance. Hence, the gov-
ernance objective function is
naturally much broader than the
economic objective function.

In this framework, the differ-
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ence between economics and
governance is the difference be-
tween means and ends. The sci-
ence of economics teaches how
to allocate resources more effi-
ciently, but it is governance that
determines for what purposes
this efficiency will be employed.
Therefore, economics is not the
destination; rather, it is one of
the most important means of
reaching the destination.

It seems that the economic
statements and views of Aya-
tollah Khamenei can also be
interpreted within this same
framework. What is observed
in these statements is more
than an independent economic
theory; it is an expression of a
set of governance goals and
considerations that economic
policies must serve to realize.
In this view, economic growth,
increased investment, produc-
tion development, productivity
enhancement,  technological
progress, and strengthening the
private sector are not negated at
all; rather, they are considered
requirements for the country’s
progress. However, these goals
are placed alongside a set of
other goals that are also es-
sential for the governance of a
society—goals such as social
justice, economic independ-
ence, reducing vulnerability to
external shocks, combating
corruption, strengthening social
capital, national cohesion, and
€conomic security.

Accordingly, the main differ-
ence is not whether economic
growth is desirable or not; rath-
er, it is that economic growth is
only one component of a socie-
ty’s success. Good governance
must be able to establish a
balance among growth, justice,

security, independence, stabili-
ty, and sustainability in develop-
ment. This balance is not always
simple, because in practice,
there are trade-offs and con-
flicts among some goals, and
the policymaker is inevitably
forced to choose the best pos-
sible combination by carefully
weighing costs and benefits.
For example, importing a stra-
tegic good may be cheaper
than domestic production and
may seem a more favorable
option from the perspective of
economic efficiency. However,
if that same good is critically
important for food security or
national security in times of
crisis, governance may prefer
to maintain part of the domes-
tic production capacity, even if
it costs more in the short term.
In such circumstances, the
disagreement is not with the
science of economics; rather, it
is a difference in the objective
function. Economics still pro-
vides the policymaker with the
tools for cost-benefit analysis,
but the final decision is made
according to the set of govern-
ance objectives.

This interpretation has consid-
erable alignment with global
economic developments as
well. The global financial cri-
sis, the COVID-19 pandemic,
regional wars, disruptions in
supply chains, technological
competition, energy security,
and food security have shown
that even the world’s most
advanced economigs do not
evaluate their success solely
by the economic growth rate.
Today, concepts such as eco-
nomic resilience, supply chain
security, domestic production
capacity in strategic sectors,
the quality of governance insti-
tutions, and public trust have
gained significant importance
in the literature of economics
and policymaking.

From this perspective, the eco-
nomic thought of Ayatollah
Khamenei can be interpreted
not as a replacement for the
science of economics, but as
an effort to define “a compre-
hensive governance objective
function.” In this objective
function, the economy holds a
central position, but not all deci-
sions are evaluated solely based
on a single economic variable;
rather, their effects on justice,
security, independence, social
capital, public culture, and the
long-term interests of the coun-
try are also taken into account.
Within such a framework, mar-

ket economy mechanisms also
maintain their natural position.
Competition, private property,
competitive prices, innovation,
investment, and entrepreneur-
ship, rather than being inde-
pendent values, are efficient
tools for increasing productivi-
ty, economic growth, and pub-
lic welfare. But like any other
tool, their application must be
aligned with the overarching
goals of governance. The value
of these mechanisms is meas-
ured not by their independence
from societal goals, but by their
success in realizing those goals.
Perhaps the relationship be-
tween economics and govern-
ance can be summarized in one
sentence: Economics answers
the question of how to create
more wealth and welfare; but
governance must answer the
question of for what purpose
and in service of which goals
this wealth and welfare should
be employed.

Accordingly, it can be said that
the economic thought of Aya-
tollah Khamenei does not seek
to discard the achievements of
the science of economics, nor
to limit the role of market mech-
anisms; rather, it seeks to place
these achievements within the
broader mission of governance.
In this view, economic growth
remains an undeniable neces-
sity, but it is considered suc-
cessful when it simultaneously
strengthens justice, security,
independence, public trust, and
developmental sustainability.
Iran’s economy, too, in order
to overcome the challenges
ahead, needs such an approach
more than ever—an approach
that, on the one hand, employs
all the capacities of the science
of economics to increase pro-
ductivity, investment, com-
petition, and innovation, and
on the other hand, puts these
capacities in service of realiz-
ing the overarching goals of
governance. If we consider
the science of economics to
be the knowledge of choos-
ing the most efficient tools,
then governance is the art of
choosing and establishing bal-
ance among goals. From this
perspective, economics and
governance are not rivals, but
complements to one another;
the more scientifically and ef-
ficiently the tools of economics
are employed, the greater the
possibility of simultaneously
achieving growth, justice, se-
curity, independence, and sus-
tainable welfare.

WHO fran representative hiohhiohts role of collaborating centers m expanding scientific capacity

The World Health Organization (WHO)
representative in Iran, John Jabbour, has
highlighted the important role of WHO
collaborating centers in expanding the
Organization’s scientific and technical
capacity.

He noted that, through their research
capacity, technical expertise and special-
ized knowledge, collaborating centers
strengthen WHQO’s ability to provide
high-quality, evidence-informed techni-
cal support at the country, regional and
global level, WHO website announced in
a press release in June 30.

The official made the remarks in the
opening of a briefing session held by the
WHO Country Office in Iran, in collabo-
ration with the WHO Regional Office for
the Eastern Mediterranean, for the heads
and technical experts of WHO collaborat-
ing centers in Iran to share key outcomes
from the First Global Forum of WHO Col-
laborating Centers.

The First Global Forum, held in Lyon,
France, from 7 to 9 April 2026 under
the theme Collaborating for a Healthier
Future, brought together experts from
hundreds of WHO collaborating centers
across more than 80 countries, senior
WHO leadership and technical focal
points.

Due to the recent conflict and associated
disruptions to internet and communica-
tion services, representatives of Iranian
WHO collaborating centers were unable
to participate in the Forum, either in per-
son or virtually. The briefing session was
organized to bridge this gap and ensure
that centers in Iran remain informed,
connected and actively engaged in fol-
low-up to the Forum.

Addressing the session, Jabbour empha-
sized the strong scientific, research and
technical capacities available in Iran and
the potential of Iranian WHO collaborat-
ing centers to contribute more broadly

to WHO’'s work. He underlined the im-
portance of strengthening collaboration,
knowledge exchange and networking
among centers to enhance their collective
contribution to shared health priorities.

For his part, Arash Rashidian, Coordina-
tor for Science, Innovation and Data for
Impact, Health Systems and Life Course
at the WHO Regional Office for the
Eastern Mediterranean, drew attention
to Iran’s strong scientific and research
capacity and the potential to further ex-
pand the number and technical scope of
collaborating centers. He noted that Iran
currently has 18 active centers, and that
additional opportunities exist in areas
such as digital health, health information
systems, evidence to policy processes
and research governance. The ultimate
purpose of knowledge generation is to
support better decisions, national guide-
lines, policies and programs, and to pro-
mote the implementation of evidence in

practice, said Rashidian. For her part,
Mehrnaz Kheirandish, Regional Adviser
for Evidence, Data and Research for Pol-
icy and Impact, Health Systems and Life
Course, and Dr Arshad Altaf, Technical
Officer, Evidence, Data and Research for
Policy and Impact, Health Systems and
Life Course at the WHO Regional Office,
presented highlights, emerging themes
and regional discussions from the First
Global Forum. During discussions, repre-
sentatives of the Iranian centers raised is-
sues related to designation and redesig-
nation processes, possible amendments
to terms of reference and workplans,
international and regional collaboration,
engagement in emergency and disas-
ter-related activities and the need for
more regular exchanges with WHO. Par-
ticipants also discussed opportunities to
strengthen connections among centers
and identify additional institutions able to
contribute to WHO priorities.
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Iran-Qatar trade
resumed with
reopening of Al
Ruwais port to
Iranian goods

Iran’s Commercial Attaché in
Doha announced the reopen-
ing of Qatar’s Al Ruwais port to
Iranian goods and the resump-
tion of maritime trade between
the two countries.

According to IRNA, quoted
from Iran’s Trade Promotion
Organization, Abbas  Ab-
dolkhani, referring to the re-
sumption of Iran-Qatar trade,
stated: After approximately five
months of halt in the maritime
transport route for goods be-
tween Dayyer Port in Iran and
Al Ruwais Port in Qatar, follow-
ing continuous follow-ups by
the Embassy of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran in Doha and co-
ordination with relevant Qatari
officials, Al Ruwais Port has
once again begun accepting
Iranian goods.

Referring to the importance of
this trade route, he added: Al
Ruwais Port is considered one
of the most important gate-
ways for Iranian goods enter-
ing the Qatari market, and the
resumption of activity on this
maritime route will play a sig-
nificant role in facilitating trade,
reducing transportation costs,
increasing the speed of goods
supply, and enhancing the vol-
ume of commercial exchanges
between the two countries.
The Commercial Attaché of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in
Doha stated: A diverse range
of Iranian goods is exported
to the Qatari market through
this route, the most impor-
tant of which include various
types of fresh fruits and veg-
etables, produce, dried fruits,
foodstuffs, aquatic products,
eggs and protein products,
construction materials, stone,
white cement, mineral prod-
ucts, handmade and ma-
chine-made carpets, and other
goods needed by the Qatari
market.

He continued: The reopening
of Al Ruwais Port, in addition
to boosting bilateral trade, will
also increase economic and
commercial activity at Dayyer
Port in Bushehr Province as
the port of origin for exports to
Qatar, and will stimulate busi-
ness for exporters, maritime
transport companies, and sup-
ply chain operators.
Abdolkhani, emphasizing the
growing trend of economic
relations between Tehran and
Doha, stated: The development
and expansion of economic,
commercial, and investment
cooperation between the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran and the
State of Qatar is among the
common priorities of the two
countries and is pursued with-
in the framework of the em-
phasis and will of high-ranking
officials of Iran and Qatar to
elevate the level of bilateral re-
lations.

At the end, the Commercial
Attaché of the Islamic Republic
of Iran in Doha, while appreci-
ating the efforts and follow-ups
of the Ambassador of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran to Qatar
for the reopening of Al Ruwais
Port, expressed hope that with
the resumption of activity on
this maritime route, we will
witness the development of
private sector cooperation and
an increase in the volume of
commercial exchanges be-
tween the two countries.
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Iranian, Cuban
science ministers
highlight boosting

academic ties

Minister of Science, Research,
and Technology, Hossein
Simaei-Sarraf, and Cuban
Minister of Higher Education,
Walter Baluja Garcia, have un-
derlined the need to expand
academic and educational re-
lations.

The Cuban official is paying a
visit to the country as a mem-
ber of a delegation that is at-
tending the funeral ceremony
of the martyred Leader of the
Islamic Revolution Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei.
Lauding Iran’s scientific and
technological —achievements
despite sanctions, Baluja Gar-
cia stressed the significance
of enhancing research and ac-
ademic cooperation between
the two countries.

The official highlighted the
common external pressures,
threats, and sanctions faced
by the two nations, noting
that Iran and Cuba can benefit
from each other’s capacities
to foster scientific collabora-
tions.

For his part, Simaei-Sarraf un-
derlined that by promoting the
economic resistance theory,
the martyred leader managed
to neutralize sanctions and
steered the nation through dif-
ficulties. He expressed hope
that the Cuban nation would
succeed in resisting and over-
coming the US pressures and
policies like the Iranian nation.
In May 2025, Cuban Ambas-
sador to Tehran, Jorge Fer-
nando Nicolds, in a meeting
with Alireza Biglari, the Iranian
deputy health minister for in-
ternational affairs, discussed
ways to follow up on joint pro-
jects, especially in biotechnol-
ogy and vaccine production
projects.

Referring to the successful
experience of cooperation be-
tween Iran and Cuba, Biglari
termed these relations as a
successful model in interna-
tional scientific interactions.

Chinese Taipei
down Iran at 2026
AVC Girls’ Volley-
ball Championship

Chinese Taipei eased past Iran
in straight sets (25-18, 25-16,
25-22) on Monday.

The Iranian girls opened their
Pool C campaign with a 3-1
loss to the Philippines before
falling to Indonesia and Japan
in their remaining group-stage
mmatchelran defeated Aus-
tralia 3-1 on Sunday but were
defeated by Chinese Taipei
today.

Iran will play their last match
on Tuesday for 11th 12th
place.

The 2026 AVG Girls’ U18 Vol-
leyball Championship is the
16th edition of the biennial
tournament organized by the
Asian Volleyball Confederation
(AVC) in collaboration with
the Thailand Volleyball Asso-
ciation (TVA). The competition
is being held in Nakhon Rat-
chasima from July 1 to 7.
The tournament also serves as
the Asian qualification event
for the 2027 FIVB Volleyball
Girls’ U19 World Champion-
ship, with the top four teams
securing places at the global
tournament as the AVC’s rep-
resentatives.
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Mustard is a low-calorie alternative to
higher-fat condiments.

Prepared yellow mustard is one of the
most common condiments used in
homes around the country. The familiar
topping is usually made by combining
mustard seeds (Brassica alba) with vin-
egar, salt, lemon, and other ingredients.

There are also other varieties of mustard
made from mustard seeds like brown
mustard seeds (Brassica juncea) or
black mustard seeds (Brassica nigra).

Is Mustard Good For You?

Mustard is good for you because it

|n \sfohon
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contains several antioxidants that pro-
vide various health benefits including
anti-cancer,  antibacterial,  antiviral,
antifungal,  anti-inflammatory,  and
wound-healing properties.1 Mustard is
a low-calorie, highly flavored condiment
that can replace or augment more calo-
rie-dense options.

Health Benefits of Mustard

Mustard is usually consumed in small
amounts. When consumed as a condi-
ment, it is not associated with significant
health benefits. However, mustard is a
low-calorie alternative to many higher-fat

Mehdi Tartar has been named as
new head coach of Persepolis

Tartar has most recently worked
as head coach of Gol Gohar.

foothall club. He replaced Brazilian  coach

takes Charge Of Persepolis were due to hire Dra-  Osmar Vieira in the Iranian
. gan Skocic as their new head  giants.

Persep()lls coach but two parties failed to  Tartar has previously played in

SN
S

condiments like mayonnaise.

Different types of mustard seeds are
used for health purposes.

Mustard contains two antioxidants of
interest: isothiocyanates and sinigrin.
Isothiocyanates, the oil responsible for
giving the pungent taste found in mus-
tard, has anti-cancer capabilities for
breast, lung, Gl tract, and prostate can-
cers. However, the mechanism remains
unclear and more research is needed to
conclude the efficacy of mustard’s health
benefits related to cancer.
Isothiocyanates may also play a role in

reach a final agreement.

Persepolis as a player.

The Health
Benefits of Mustard

Source:
By:

diabetes management, and reduce bad
cholesterol to provide cardiovascular
protective effects and neurological ben-
efits that may help people with autism.
But, similar to cancer benefits, more re-
search is needed.3

The other antioxidant mustard contains
is sinigrin, a precursor for isothiocy-
anates until damaged or smashed. When
this happens an enzyme turns it into
isothiocyanates or mustard oil. Research
shows this antioxidant has anti-cancer,
antibacterial, antiviral, antifungal, anti-in-
flammatory, and wound-healing proper-

ties.1

Mustard Nutrition Facts

A single serving of mustard is usually
about a teaspoon. A packet of mustard
in restaurants is often about a one-tea-
spoon serving. It is unlikely you will
consume a lot of mustard because of the
condiment’s spicy, pungent, and salty
flavor.

A serving of prepared yellow mustard
provides only about 3 calories, accord-
ing to USDA data. (One teaspoon of
spicy mustard is around 3 calories per
serving.)

The Iranian Red Crescent Society and the health ministry are ready to provide health
and relief services to mourners attending the late leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei’s funeral procession which are going to be held in the holy Iraqi cities of Najaf and
Karbala on Tuesday and Wednesday, respectively.

The IRCS in cooperation with its medical branches in the two cities, and the Iragi Red
Crescent Society will provide essential medical care to the participants, ISNA reported.
The IRCS has also deployed relief teams to border areas of the two countries. A group
of relief teams is responsible for providing psychological supports to the mourners.
The health ministry has also announced readiness for the provision of health services
to participants in the ceremonies. The health ministry has dispatchedambulances,

To say it was historical doesn’t do it
justice. That word feels too clinical for
the civilizational gravity of what unfold-
ed here on July 6.

As someone living not far from Azadi
Square, | spent hours walking through
the swelling avenues, watching people
move as one colossal, grief-stricken
body under a punishing summer sun.

| had not still been born during Imam
Khomeini’s funeral in 1989, so my
mind naturally drifted to General Qas-
sem Soleimani’s farewell at the same
spot in 2020.

Yet even those massive milestones felt
eclipsed today. This was the heavy,
aching culmination of the nightly war-
time demonstrations we have joined
since March 1, a profound answer to
the criminal U.S.-Israeli war forced
upon Iran.

The atmosphere carried the same de-
fiant spirit | witnessed during the first
day of ceremonies at the Mosalla on
July 4, only magnified into an unprece-
dented national wave.

The incredible diversity of the crowd
was gracefully striking. | met people

from every corner of our land, hearing
a rich tapestry of regional accents and
seeing beautiful local clothes.

Many were completely unfamiliar with
Tehran’s complex grid. Miscommuni-
cation had left hundreds of thousands
stranded early that morning at the
wrong spots. Some elderly mourners,
unable to walk far, had to turn back. Yet
even those frustrations melted into the
larger current of unity.

Amid the confusion, | guided a family
from Lorestan who said they had trav-
eled for only their second visit to the
capital. They were exhausted but filled
with quiet purpose.

| also heard rumors, merely rum-
ors, about Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei being somewhere in the
crowd incognito. Most probably, it’s
not true. But it's worth noting that the
new Leader has written before about
going incognito in Tehran’s taxis, about
wanting to feel the pulse of the people.
His absence from the official ceremo-
nies was conspicuous.

The July heat was brutal, intensified
because a vast majority of us wore

rescue vehicles, and medical teams to serve the mourners throughout the route.
The Leader and several members of his family were martyred in the US-Israeli strike

on February 28.

The official mourning ceremonies commenced on Saturday morning at Tehran’s
Grand Imam Khomeini Mosalla, where an unprecedented sea of mourners assembled
to pay their final respects to a leader whose life and legacy profoundly shaped the
Islamic Republic for more than three decades. The funeral ceremonies is planned to
be held in the holy city of Qom, where prayers will be offered over the Leader’s body,
on Monday. The procession will travel to Iraq on July 8, following requests from Iragi
tribes, scholars, and religious and political figures.

thick black clothing that absorbed the
sun. Yet, the capital transformed into a
sanctuary of mutual care.

Local mowkebs served bread and eggs
at dawn, followed by water, dates,
cheese, and warm watermelon. For
lunch, we shared steaming bowls of
Khoresh-e Qeimeh.

The collective demand for strategic
revenge was deafening. Thousands of
red flags waved alongside placards de-
manding the killing of Donald Trump.
The crowd also targeted the intellec-
tual and financial architects of this
imperialist assault, carrying banners
explicitly condemning Zionist agents
and warmongers such as Miriam Adel-
son, Lindsey Graham, Peter Thiel, Mark
Levin, Ben Shapiro, Mark Dubowitz,
and Laura Loomer.

Amid this sea of people, | randomly
bumped into an old high school friend.
Back then, he was entirely secular and
bitterly criticized the Islamic Republic.
Laid off due to recent wartime eco-
nomic pressures, he said he still holds
strong criticisms, but the foreign ag-
gression has completely reshaped his

A dvine canvas of griel through

outlook.

Afew incidents were reported in crowd-
ed elevators, such as the Ostad Moein
metro station and parking garage, but
they were calmed rather quickly.

| heard reports of children going miss-
ing, and my heart sank. | called an in-
formed source who told me dozens of
children had been separated from their
families. My stomach dropped. But
then he said not to worry; over half had
already been found, and people were
doing their best to locate the rest.

| worried about the vulnerable, about
anyone collapsing from heat or the
emotional weight. Some felt unwell,
which is natural in such conditions.
Thanks to the care shown by everyone
involved, as of writing this, there has
been no reports of lives being lost to
the crush or exhaustion. God watched
over us.

The dhuhur (noon) prayer time azaan
sounded a few minutes past 12 PM af-
ter | had started returning home. The
packed, roaring streets instantly found
an absolute, breathtaking stillness as
millions knelt on bare concrete and

Tehran’s blistering heat

curbs to pray.

As | finally walked back toward my
neighborhood, | was completely ex-
hausted, with the thunderous slogans
still ringing in my ears.

This is what it feels like to watch histo-
ry being forged in real time. It was the
same heavy, world-shifting gravity | felt
when General Soleimani was martyred,
during the 12-day war in June 2025,
and throughout this entire war since
late February.

Walking among those millions, | found
myself reflecting on the old theory that
history is shaped solely by great men,
that towering individuals bend the arc
of civilization through sheer will.
Ayatollah Khamenei was undeniably
one of those towering figures, a man
who anchored the Islamic Republic
through decades of siege and sacrifice.
Yet the true revelation of this day went
far beyond any single individual.

What the world sees flows from a
higher, sacred spirit alive in the people
themselves, an unbreakable collective
soul drawn from a source beyond our
full understanding.
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