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Iran-UAE trade
reactivated

The Deputy for Commercial Services
of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion announced the reactivation of
trade exchanges between Iran and
the UAE via Jebel Ali Port, one of the
most important ports in the southern
Persian Gulf.

Seyyed Mohammad Sadegh Ghan-
nadzadeh, in an exclusive interview
with IRNA’, referred to Jebel Ali Port
and stated: “This port is one of the
most important southern transit
ports of the UAE for trade with Iran,
through which the majority of trade
with Iran used to be conducted.”
Recalling that during the recent im-
posed war, the transport and transit
of goods through this port came to a
halt, he continued: “There are various
statistics on the accumulation of Ira-
nian containers at this port, because
[ranian traders have been unable to
clear their goods in recent months
due to the war conditions.”

The Deputy for Commercial Services
of Iran’s Trade Promotion Organiza-
tion emphasized: “Now, after the re-
turn of relative calm to the region, we
are witnessing the clearance of goods
and containers from this port to Iran.”
Stating that trade routes with the
UAE have resumed, he said: “Trade is
gradually picking up, and we hope it
returns to the normal conditions be-
fore the war.”

Iran has invited Emirati investors to
participate in major projects across
its economy, the country’s economy
minister said during a meeting with
the United Arab Emirates’ new am-
bassador to Tehran, in mid-February.
Seyed Ali Madanizadeh, Iran’s minis-
ter of economic affairs and finance,
told Khaled Abdullah Belhoul that
trade and economic ties between the
two countries are extensive, describ-
ing the United Arab Emirates as Iran’s
second-largest foreign trade partner.
While bilateral trade volumes remain
significant, Madanizadeh said efforts
should focus on facilitating trade
and financial exchanges and expand-
ing banking cooperation to further
strengthen economic relations.

He pointed to large, unnamed invest-
ment projects across various sectors
of Iran’s economy that could offer op-
portunities for Emirati investors.
Government-issued investment li-
censes were among the incentives
available, he said, adding that such
guarantees could enhance the attrac-
tiveness of projects.

The minister also highlighted oppor-
tunities in the digital economy and
underscored Iran’s geographic po-
sition as a transit corridor providing
access to northern regional markets.
For his part, Khaled Abdullah Belhoul,
ambassador of the United Arab Emir-
ates to Iran, expressed hope that the
two countries’ joint economic com-
mittee, scheduled for next year, would
provide a platform to expand bilateral
trade and economic cooperation.
Back in December, Iran’s transport
and urban development minister said
the country’s commercial ties with
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) have
room to expand well beyond their
current level, citing deep historical,
geographic and cultural links between
the two neighbors.

Farzaneh Sadegh, speaking at an
event marking the UAE’s fifty-fourth
national day, congratulated the Emira-
ti government and people and under-
scored the importance of strength-
ening bilateral relations on the basis
of good-neighborliness and shared
interests.

She said the presence of more than
500,000 Iranians in the UAE and
roughly 300 weekly flights between
the two countries reflect the depth
of people-to-people ties. She added
that these connections should be pre-
served and further expanded.
Sadegh described the UAE as one
of Iran’s principal trade partners and
said the economic potential between
the two countries extends far beyond
the current level of cooperation. She
called for joint efforts to unlock new
opportunities.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran-Turkey annual trade exceeds $2.6h

The representative of the Is-
tanbul Chamber of Commerce,
referring to the value of trade
between the two countries,
stated that in 2025, the trade
between Iran and Turkey sur-
passed $5.6 billion.

Ibrahim Dogan Salman, during
a meeting with members of
the Board of Directors of the
Yazd Chamber of Commerce,
added that the preferential
trade agreement implement-
ed between the two countries
in 2015 has provided a solid
foundation for the develop-
ment of these cooperations.
Referring to the history of eco-
nomic and cultural relations
between Iran and Turkey, he
said: “There are deep-rooted
cooperations between the two
countries, and we are interest-
ed in strengthening these rela-
tions more than ever.”

Dogan Salman, stating that
“we are not on two sides of the
Silk Road, but rather walk side
by side on this road,” added:
“Iran and Turkey have always
been neighbors throughout
history and have known and
understood each other. What
binds the two nations together
is a shared history, culture, and
civilization.”

The Istanbul Chamber of Com-

merce representative, referring
to the value of trade between
the two countries, stated: “In
2025, the trade between Iran
and Turkey exceeded $5.6
billion. Furthermore, the pref-
erential trade agreement im-
plemented between the two
countries in 2015 has provided
a solid foundation for the de-
velopment of these coopera-
tions.”

He cited the active presence
of entrepreneurs from both
countries as the most tangi-
ble sign of this bond and said:
“Currently, 7,288 companies
with Iranian investment are
operating in Turkey, and at
the Istanbul Chamber of Com-
merce alone, the number of
companies of Iranian origin
has reached 2,040.”

Dogan Salman also referred
to the people-to-people ties
between the two countries and
added: “In 2025, more than
three million Iranians visited
Turkey, and this statistic shows
that Iran and Turkey are not
merely each other's markets,
but are also true partners.”
The Istanbul Chamber of
Commerce representative em-
phasized: “To strengthen the
bond between the chambers
of commerce on both sides,
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we are prepared to hold joint
meetings, bilateral talks, and
specialized exhibitions.”

In a meeting between Sam-
ad Hassanzadeh, head of the
Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agri-
culture, and Hijabi Kirlangich,
Turkey’s ambassador to Iran,
at the place of the chamber on
May 10, Hassanzadeh referred
to the close ties between Iran
and Turkey and the significant
opportunities for trade and in-
dustrial cooperation between
the two countries, and said:
Trade between Iran and Turkey
should reach 30 billion dollars.
The Iran Chamber of Com-
merce’s head added, referring
to the close ties between Iran
and Turkey, especially in the
economic sphere: The volume
of trade between Iran and
Turkey must reach 30 billion
dollars. This is a figure we can
achieve through closer coop-
eration, especially since Turkey
has close ties with Europe and
the world. Turkey can act as
an intermediary for transit be-
tween Europe and Iran.

The head of the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce stated that
in the logistics sector, given
the restrictions in the Strait
of Hormuz, Turkey will be one

of the suitable routes for us.
He continued: However, there
are problems at the Bazargan
border that require more
measures regarding customs
affairs. Iran is ready to transfer
500 trucks through customs
daily, but Turkey only permits
200 trucks to cross.
Hassanzadeh, referring to oth-
er areas of joint cooperation,
said: In the field of petrochem-
ical supply, food industries,
especially greenhouse produc-
tion, as well as pharmaceuti-
cals and medical equipment,
there are good capacities and
facilities for joint cooperation.
Emphasizing the Iran Cham-
ber’s efforts to bring the private
sectors of both sides closer, he
continued: Nevertheless, we
need more support from the
Turkish government, especially
in money transfer. We expect
Turkish banks to cooperate
more in opening accounts for
Iranian businessmen and to ar-
range special facilities for their
access.

Hamed Asgari, International
Deputy of the Iran Chamber,
announcing a trade delega-
tion’s visit to Turkey within
the next two months, said: We
hope that good meetings will
be arranged during this trip
so that, given the new circum-
stances, traders and indus-
trialists from both sides can
reorganize their trade relations.
Mehrdad Saadat, head of the
Joint Chamber of Iran and Tur-
key, also called in this meeting
for greater cooperation be-
tween Turkey’s Foreign Eco-
nomic Relations Board (DEIK)
with the Joint Chamber and
Iran’s private sector.

Saadat also proposed setting
up commercial offices of the
Joint Chamber in Istanbul and
DEIK in Tehran to quickly re-
solve trade issues between the
two sides.

Hijabi ~ Kirlangich,  Turkey’s
ambassador to Tehran, also
emphasizing the illegality of
US and Israeli attacks on Iran,

said: These attacks are a clear
violation of international law.
We hope that negotiations lead
to a good outcome in Iran’s in-
terests.

He continued: Trade relations
between the two countries
are at a good level, and be-
fore sanctions on lran, we
had reached a trade value of
22 billion dollars. Therefore,
reaching the target of 30 billion
dollars in trade between the
two countries is not difficult.
The envoy stated: The new
head of DEIK has a great inter-
est in traveling to Iran and co-
operating with Iranian traders
and producers. We hope that
the DEIK office in Iran and the
Iranian trade office in Istanbul
become operational.
According to a report released
by the Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), Turkey was the third top
destination of Iran’s non-oil
products in the past Iranian
calendar year 1404 (ended on
March 20).

On May 22, the head of Iran’s
Customs Administration said
that trade routes and the ease
of truck traffic at the Iran-Tur-
key customs borders will be
reviewed and facilitated.
Foroud Asgari, referring to a
virtual meeting with responsi-
ble officials of the Iran-Turkey
Joint  Economic Committee
and senior officials of Turkish
Customs, added: “The two
sides, while adopting and pro-
posing operational solutions,
declared their readiness to
increase the volume of trade
exchanges between Iran and
Turkey.”

He stated: “Increasing the
acceptance of truck traffic ca-
pacity and preventing goods
from stopping at the border in
emergency situations, contin-
uous and greater coordination
regarding the control and in-
spection of goods, and greater
coordination at the border cus-
toms of the two countries were
also reviewed.”

Araghchr warns agamst foreion mterference m Hormuz reopening

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi warned on Sun-
day that any foreign interference in Iran’s management of
the Strait of Hormuz would complicate efforts to restore
maritime traffic and delay the reopening of one of the
world’s most strategically important waterways, as he
held a series of high-level meetings in Baghdad focused
on bilateral relations, regional security, and post-conflict
diplomacy. Speaking at a joint press conference with
Iraqi Foreign Minister Fuad Hussein, Araghchi said the
responsibility for reopening the Strait of Hormuz rests
exclusively with Iran under the terms of a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) reached with the United States
following the recent conflict.

He said the waterway would return to its pre-war opera-
tional capacity within 30 days once the remaining obsta-
cles are removed by the Islamic Republic, stressing that
no foreign country or international organization has any
role in implementing the process.

“Any attempt to interfere in Iran’s management of the
Strait of Hormuz or to impose alternative arrangements
will only complicate the situation and delay the reopen-
ing of the Strait,” Araghchi said, calling on all parties to
fully adhere to the memorandum of understanding and
refrain from actions that could undermine the agree-
ment.

Araghchi departed for Baghdad early on Sunday for an
official visit to hold talks with senior Iragi officials on
bilateral relations and regional and international devel-
opments.

The Iranian foreign minister described his visit to Iraq as
taking place under “special and sensitive circumstanc-
es,” noting that it was his first official foreign trip since
the end of the recent military confrontation involving
Iran, the United States and Israel.

He thanked the Iraqi government and people for con-
demning the attacks against Iran and for their political
support throughout the conflict.

Araghchi said the visit pursued three principal objec-
tives: expressing appreciation for Irag’s solidarity with
Iran, congratulating the country’s newly formed govern-

ment, and coordinating preparations for funeral ceremo-
nies honoring the late Leader of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, in the Iraqi holy cities
of Baghdad, Kadhimiya, Karbala, Najaf and Samarra. He
noted that numerous Iraqi political, religious and popu-
lar groups had expressed readiness to participate in the
ceremonies.

The two foreign ministers also held extensive discus-
sions on bilateral cooperation in the political, econom-
ic and security fields, reaffirming their commitment to
strengthening as the two top diplomat said ‘the strategic
partnership between the two neighboring countries.’
Regional developments featured prominently in the
talks, including the implementation of the Iran-US agree-
ment, the situation in Lebanon, developments in the Per-
sian Gulf, and prospects for establishing a new regional
security architecture.

Araghchi argued that sustainable regional security
should be built through cooperation among regional
states without the involvement of outside powers. In this
context, he welcomed Irag’s proposal for a regional di-
alogue mechanism bringing together Iran, Iraq and the
member states of the Persian Gulf Cooperation Council,
describing the initiative as a constructive framework for
promoting long-term stability.

The Iranian foreign minister also said that the memoran-
dum of understanding between Iran and the US requires
an end to hostilities across all fronts, including Lebanon.
He criticized Israel for continuing military operations and
said Washington bears responsibility for ensuring full
implementation of the agreement, including ending hos-
tilities and facilitating compliance with its commitments.
Araghchi reaffirmed Tehran’s commitment to expanding
cooperation with Baghdad across political, economic
and security sectors, emphasizing the importance of
continued coordination between the two neighboring
countries.

For his part, Hussein described relations between Iraq
and Iran as historical, geographical, cultural, religious,
economic and strategic, reiterating Baghdad’s opposition
to war and military escalation in the region. He warned

that any prolonged disruption of shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz would have serious consequences for
Irag’s oil exports and the wider regional economy.

The Iraqi foreign minister emphasized that direct dia-
logue among regional countries remains the most ef-
fective way to address common challenges and build
lasting peace. He also announced Baghdad’s readiness
to host a regional summit involving Iraqg,

Iran, and the Persian Gulf states to advance cooperation
on regional security and stability.

Earlier in the day, Araghchi paid tribute to the late IRGC’s
Quds Forces Commander Lieutenant General Qassem
Soleimani and Iraqi resistance commander Abu Mahdi
al-Muhandis at the site of their assassination in Baghdad
before beginning his official meetings.

He later met Iraqi Prime Minister Ali al-Zaidi, with the
two sides discussing ways to deepen bilateral coopera-
tion and coordinate regional initiatives aimed at promot-
ing security and stability. According to the Iragi Prime
Minister's Office, the discussions also reviewed the
recent agreement between Iran and the United States
that brought an end to the conflict, as well as broader
international efforts to uphold national sovereignty, pre-
serve territorial integrity, and encourage dialogue as the
primary means of resolving regional disputes.
According to a statement from the Iraqi prime minister’s
office, al-Zaidi welcomed the diplomatic process to end
the war in the region, saying Iraq supports prioritizing an
end to wars and adopting dialogue to foster regional sta-
bility. Araghchi reaffirmed Iran’s support for Iraq and un-
derscored the importance of continued coordination and
joint efforts to expand bilateral relations and cooperation.
Araghchi also met with Haibat al-Halbousi, the Speaker
of the Iraqi Parliament.

Araghchi’s visit, which included consultations with
senior Iragi officials, underscores continued coordina-
tion between Tehran and Baghdad at a time when both
countries are seeking to consolidate regional diplomacy
following the recent conflict while advancing broader ini-
tiatives aimed at enhancing security, economic coopera-
tion, and political dialogue across the region.
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Iran pledges to pur-

sue accountability

for Sardasht chemi-
cal attack

Iran has reaffirmed its commit-
ment to pursuing legal accounta-
bility for those responsible for the
1987 chemical bombardment of
the northwestern city of Sardasht,
with senior officials describing the
attack as one of the gravest war
crimes of the Iran-lraq War and a
lasting reminder of ‘international
double standards’ over the use of
weapons of mass destruction.
Marking the anniversary of the
attack, Deputy Foreign Minister
for Legal and International Affairs
Kazem Gharibabadi said Tehran
would continue to seek justice for
the victims and hold accountable
those responsible for the assault
as well as the governments that
enabled it.

“Sardasht was not only a victim
of chemical bombs; it was also
a victim of double standards and
silence in the face of the coun-
tries—particularly Germany, the
United States, the United King-
dom and the Netherlands—that
armed Saddam’s regime with
these inhumane weapons and
then turned a blind eye to the suf-
fering of thousands of victims,”
Gharibabadi wrote in a post on X
on Saturday.

“We will seriously pursue the re-
sponsibility of the perpetrators of
this crime,” he added.

On June 28, 1987, Iragi war-
planes under former dictator
Saddam Hussein dropped chem-
ical bombs on four densely popu-
lated districts of Sardasht, making
it the first city in the world to be
targeted with chemical weapons
against a civilian population after
World War II. The attack killed at
least 110 civilians and exposed
nearly 8,000 others to mustard
gas, many of whom continue to
suffer from chronic respiratory
ilinesses, vision impairment, skin
disorders, and other long-term
health complications decades
later.

The Sardasht bombing has been
widely recognized in Iranian and
international accounts as one of
the deadliest chemical attacks
against civilians during the Iran-
Iraq War. The assault formed part
of a broader campaign in which
Iraq repeatedly employed chemi-
cal weapons against both Iranian
civilians and military personnel
despite international prohibitions,
while many of the foreign sup-
pliers of dual-use materials and
technology faced little or no ac-
countability.

The anniversary coincides with
Iran’s National Day of Combat
against Chemical and Biological
Weapons, observed each year to
commemorate the victims of Sar-
dasht and to highlight the human-
itarian consequences of chemical
warfare.

In a message delivered at a com-
memorative ceremony on Sat-
urday, Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said Iran remains the
“standard-bearer” in the global
campaign against weapons of
mass destruction and reiterated
Tehran’s determination to pursue
justice for survivors of chemical
attacks.

Araghchi said legal and procedur-
al obstacles would not weaken
Iran’s resolve to seek accounta-
bility, arguing that the chemical
attacks carried out during the
Iran-Iraq War were made possible
through the support and silence
of certain Western governments
that helped arm Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime with weapons of
mass destruction.
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Iran to respond
more forcefully to
MoU violations af-

ter 2nd night of fire
exchange with US

In a statement released following
overnight strikes on at least eight
U.S. military installations and the
diversion of unauthorized vessels
attempting to transit the Hormuz
Strait via an unconfirmed route,
the Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) declared that it will
hit American bases harder in the
coming days and deal more de-
cisively with ships attempting to
pass through the strait without
authorization.

Iran has enforced restrictions
on passage through the Hormuz
Strait since the U.S. and Israel
attacked it on February 28—Iless
than a year after their earlier illegal
aggression against the country.
Under the Islamabad Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MoU)
signed with the U.S. in June, Iran
agreed to restore passage to pre-
vious levels within 30 days, pro-
vided that ships use only routes
approved by Tehran.

Since last week, the U.S. has
been attempting to open a parallel
path through the strait, aiming to
undermine Iran’s leverage in on-
going negotiations and prevent
the two littoral states—Iran and
Oman—from receiving com-
pensation for the environmental
and security services they have
provided free of charge for dec-
ades. Iran has responded to these
unauthorized attempts by firing
warning shots at violating vessels.
In turn, the U.S. has breached the
MoU once again and struck tar-
gets in southern Iran. The IRGC
has retaliated by attacking U.S.
military installations in the region.
In its statement, the IRGC an-
nounced that it returned fire for
the second straight night, target-
ing American bases—particularly
the Fifth Fleet headquarters in
Bahrain and the Ali Al Salem base
in Kuwait. “The aggressor enemy,
whose very nature is defined by
breaking commitments and vio-
lating agreements, attacked five
coastal outposts of the Islamic
Republic in the early hours today
under the pretext of responding
to the IRGC Navy’s confrontation
of a trespassing vessel [in the
Strait of Hormuz],” the statement
read. It added that in response,
the IRGC launched an operation
involving ballistic missiles and
drones, successfully destroying
the targeted facilities at both mas-
sive bases. “Any future aggres-
sion by the enemy, regardless
of the pretext—even if, as seen
last night and tonight, it targets
objectives deemed to be of minor
importance—will be met with a
crushing response,” the state-
ment warned.

The IRGC also cautioned that
violating vessels will be handled
more “firmly” in the future. It fur-
ther indicated that, in response
to U.S. actions, Iran may decide
to withdraw from ongoing peace
talks aimed at limiting its nucle-
ar program and reopening the
Hormuz Strait in exchange for
the lifting of U.S. sanctions and a
commitment to refrain from fur-
ther attacks on Iran.

“The enemy should understand
that violating the ceasefire con-
stitutes a breach of Clause One of
the Islamabad understanding and
will result in the complete sus-
pension of all related processes,”
the statement added. The IRGC’s
announcement came shortly af-
ter the U.S. Central Command
(CENTCOM) declared that it had
carried out new acts of aggres-
sion against targets inside Iran.
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Fating Nuts May Help Reduce Food
(ravings, Promote Wetght Management

Source:
By:

Young adults with a higher risk of meta-
bolic syndrome may benefit from eating
nuts, researchers say.

* A new study suggests that swapping
high carb snacks for nuts can help curb
sweet cravings.

* Participants at risk for metabolic syn-
drome who made the switch also tended
to increase their protein intake.

* Nuts are high in satiating nutrients like
healthy fats, protein, and fiber.

« If you're allergic to tree nuts, seeds can
make a good substitute.

Swapping your usual between-meal
snacks for a handful of mixed tree nuts
could help cut cravings for sweets and
fast food and improve the overall quality
of your diet.

Researchers found that young adults at
higher risk for metabolic syndrome who
snacked on nuts daily for 16 weeks re-
ported fewer urges for sugary and salty
treats, ate more protein-rich foods, and
scored better on a measure of diet quality.
Here’s what you need to know about the
metabolic health benefits of nut con-
sumption.

Nuts vs. high carb snacks

The research team at Vanderbilt Universi-
ty Medical Center recruited 84 males and
females between the ages of 22 and 36.
All participants had at least one risk factor
for metabolic syndrome — a cluster of
conditions, such as high blood pressure,
excess belly fat, and abnormal cholesterol
levels, that raise the risk for heart disease

and diabetes.

To qualify, participants had to have main-
tained a stable weight for at least three
months and fall within a specific body
mass index (BMI) range.

Those with nut allergies, chronic diseases
like diabetes, or certain lifestyle factors
such as smoking were excluded.

Before the main part of the trial began,
everyone went through a two-week “run-
in” period, eating a balanced diet that in-
cluded typical high-carbohydrate snacks
but no nuts.

After that, participants were randomly as-
signed to one of two groups:

* Tree nuts snack group: Ate a 33.5-gram
mix of unsalted raw almonds, walnuts,
pecans, macadamia nuts, hazelnuts, pis-

promotion to
2026/27 PGPL

Mes Shahr-e Babak sealed promotion
to the 2026/27 Persian Gulf Pro League
(PGPL) after defeating Nirooy-e Zamini
Tehran 1-0 with three rounds remaining
in the Azadegan League season.

The victory lifted Mes Shahr-e Babak
to 61 points, confirming their place in
Iran’s top flight in commanding fashion
before the conclusion of the campaign.

Earlier, Nassaji Mazandaran had already
secured automatic promotion, meaning
the two direct promotion spots to the
2026/27 PGPL have now been decided.
Under the league’s competition format,
the team that finish third in the Azade-
gan League standings will face Mes
Rafsanjan in a promotion/relegation
playoff.

tachios, and cashews twice a day.

* High-carbohydrate snack group: Ate
snacks such as pretzels, animal crackers,
graham crackers, or granola bars twice a
day.

Both snack types were similar in calories,
protein, fiber, and sodium, and were eaten
between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Participants met with registered dietitians
every two weeks to receive counseling
and their pre-portioned snacks.

The study lasted 16 weeks, during which
researchers measured food cravings,
daily food intake, and overall diet quality
at both the start and end. They also col-
lected blood samples to look at hormones
related to appetite.

Nuts led to fewer sweet cravings, higher

protein intake

By the end of the study, the nut-snacking
group showed notable changes in their
eating habits and cravings.

Participants who ate tree nuts reported:

* Less craving for sweets and fast food

* Reduced preference for sweet taste

* Eating fewer sugary and salty snacks

* Eating more protein-rich foods

In contrast, the high-carbohydrate snack
group did not see significant changes
in food cravings or diet quality. In fact,
they showed a small decrease in fruit
consumption, an increase in daily calo-
rie intake of approximately 350 calories,
and an average weight gain of roughly 0.8
kilograms (about 1.8 pounds) over the
16-week period.

Iran’s Judiciary Chief Gholamhossein Mohseni Ejei said on Sunday that
Tehran is determined to pursue legal action against ‘US war crimes against
the Iranian nation,” stressing that the Judiciary, in coordination with the For-
eign Ministry and other bodies, is preparing cases for international courts.
Speaking at a meeting titled “American Human Rights Week,” Ejei accused
Washington of combining military aggression, economic pressure and
media warfare to advance its objectives, saying the United States seeks
to distort facts and conceal its actions through psychological operations.
He said Iran is compiling evidence, documents, images and witness tes-
timonies in accordance with international legal standards to support legal

Iran, hazakhstan 5

sion $2om
contract for
establishing a

loistics center
at Shahid
RajaerPort

The investment contract for establish-
ing a logistics center of the Republic of
Kazakhstan in the hinterland of Shahid
Rajaei Port, in Iran’s southern Hormoz-
gan province, was signed in a ceremony
attended by the head of Iran’s Ports and
Maritime Organization (PMO), and On-
talap Onalbayev, the Ambassador of the
Republic of Kazakhstan in Tehran.
Hossein Abbasnejad, Director General
of Ports and Maritime Department of
Hormozgan Province, had said earlier
on Sunday morning: “Negotiations and
coordination with the Kazakh side have
been ongoing for about a year, and pre-
liminary memorandums of understand-
ing were signed earlier. Today, this con-
tract will be officially signed.”

He added: “This project involves the
construction of a logistics center at Sha-
hid Rajaei Port on an area of about 15
hectares, which will serve as a link in the
chain of logistics centers in Kazakhstan,
origin ports, and Shahid Rajaei Port for
the development of transit.”

Referring to the investment amount for
this project, he said: “The investment is
about $25 million, which will be made as
foreign direct investment by the Kazakh
side.”

Abbasnejad described this project as one
of the few examples of foreign direct in-
vestment in Iran’s ports in recent years
and added: “In this project, unlike some
past projects, 100% of the investment is
made by the Kazakh side.”

[ran to pursue US war crimes m nt'l courts

He continued: “A construction period of
two years has been considered for this
project, after which operation will be-
gin. In the operational phase, the annual
transit volume is estimated at about 1.5
million tons, which has the potential for
increase and expansion.”

The Director General of Ports and Mar-
itime Department of Hormozgan Prov-
ince stated: “The contract duration is 27
years, which will include about 25 years
of operation, and provisions have been
made for review in five-year periods ac-
cording to future conditions and increas-
es in transit volume.”

Back in last December, Mohammad Ali
Dehghan-Dehnavi, deputy industry min-
ister and head of the Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO), said: “Trade ties
between Tehran and Astana are entering
a more dynamic phase following the re-
cent presidential visit to Kazakhstan, with
both sides seeking to expand economic
cooperation through logistics projects
and regional partnerships.

He said: “Cooperation between provinc-
es of the two countries was a key pillar of
bilateral trade policy, adding that political
relations had outpaced economic ties
despite strong potential.”

Speaking at a meeting on logistical co-
operation with Kazakhstan, attended by
senior officials and business represent-
atives, Dehghan-Dehnavi said closer
coordination and joint infrastructure
projects were needed to rebalance eco-

and criminal proceedings against those responsible. Ejei added that Iranian
courts have already issued verdicts against a number of US officials and
vowed that Tehran would enforce those rulings and seize the assets of con-
victed individuals whenever legally possible.
The judiciary chief also called for greater coordination among Iranian insti-
tutions involved in documenting and pursuing US actions, arguing that a
unified approach would strengthen efforts to hold Washington accountable
under international law. He further stressed that enhancing national unity,
economic resilience and cultural strength remains essential to reinforcing
Iran’s position against external pressure.

nomic relations and raise trade volumes.
In mid-December 2025, Private-sector
representatives from Iran and Kazakh-
stan signed nine cooperation agree-
ments during a visit by a trade delegation
from the Iran Chamber of Commerce to
Astana, aimed at expanding bilateral
business ties.

The delegation, led by ICCIMA Head
Samad Hassanzadeh, included chamber
officials and business representatives
from engineering services, agriculture,
food industries, mining and mineral
sectors. Participants held B2B meetings
with Kazakh counterparts to explore joint
projects.

Iranian delegation accompanied Pres-
ident Masoud Pezeshkian in his visit to
Kazakhstan during which the two coun-
tries Joint Economic Committee meeting
also convened.

The Iran Chamber of Commerce signed
three memorandums of cooperation,
including two with KazTrade and the
Kazakhstan Trade Development Coun-
cil and one with the National Chamber
of Entrepreneurs Atameken, covering
trade data exchange, business delega-
tions, logistics and green freight trans-
port.

Six additional agreements were signed
between Iranian and Kazakh companies
in sectors including agriculture, mining,
copper production and food processing.
One of the deals is valued at more than
$1 billion.

Iran’s Parliament Speaker Mo-
hammad Bager Qalibaf announced
on Sunday that Tehran is vig-
orously pursuing an end to the
war in Lebanon, the restoration
of Lebanese sovereignty, and the
unconditional withdrawal of Israeli
forces from occupied territories,
describing these objectives as
central to the Islamabad Memo-
randum of Understanding signed
with the United States.

In a telephone conversation with
his Lebanese counterpart, Qalibaf
said that ending the war in Leba-
non and preserving the country’s
territorial integrity were among the
most critical issues raised during
last week’s negotiations in Swit-
zerland, which was held with the
U.S. in the presence of Pakistani
and Qatari mediators. He noted
that Iranian negotiators had point-
ed to serious violations of the first
provision of the Islamabad MoU,
which led to an agreement to es-
tablish a trilateral conflict control
unit comprising Iran, the United
States, and Lebanon to monitor
the provision’s implementation.
“Our objective is to end the war
in Lebanon, enable displaced per-
sons to return to their homes, end
the occupation, and secure the
withdrawal of the Zionist regime
from Lebanese territory,” Qalibaf
said. “We are pursuing this matter
with seriousness.”

The Lebanese Parliament Speak-
er, Nabih Berri, responded by af-
firming that Iran’s efforts in Swit-
zerland serve the interests of the
Lebanese people, but cautioned
that the Zionist enemy is attempt-
ing to circumvent the restoration
of Lebanese sovereignty under
the Islamabad framework through
alternative channels. He described
the separate agreement between
Lebanon and the Zionist regime

(lalihal: Iran sertously pursumg

an end to Israel’s

war on Lebanon

signed last week as a conspiracy
and a sedition, quoting Imam Ali:
“Sedition is worse than killing.”
The exchange came as Iran’s For-
eign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Baghaei reiterated Tehran’s po-
sition on Lebanon’s sovereignty,
calling for a clear timetable for
Israel’s unconditional withdrawal
from occupied areas. Speaking to
reporters on Sunday, Baghaei said
the Islamic Republic considers
the protection of Lebanon’s sov-
ereignty and territorial integrity—
along with the dignity and security
of all Lebanese citizens—to be a
“fundamental prerequisite for any
sustainable agreement.”

Baghaei emphasized that Iran’s
position is rooted in the United
Nations Charter and international
law, and that this approach had
shaped Tehran’s demands during
both the April ceasefire under-
standing and the June memoran-
dum. He urged Washington to
compel Israel to halt all acts of ag-
gression and called for the prompt
establishment of a withdrawal
timetable.

The statements followed the
signing of a 14-point framework
agreement between Israel and
Lebanon’s government in Wash-
ington, which requires Israel to
leave Lebanese territories only
after the disarmament of Hezbol-
lah, a Resistance group analysts
believe possesses more military
power than Lebanon’s army.
Since March 2, when Israel
launched its latest aggression
against Lebanon, at least 4,246
people have been killed and
12,190 wounded, according to
Lebanese authorities. Hezbollah
has continued military operations
against Israeli forces, maintaining
that resistance remains necessary
as long as occupation persists.
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