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Robustness of
Iran’s food securi-
ty structure proven
during crises: agri-

culture minister

The minister of agriculture, em-
phasizing the high resilience of the
country’s food security system,
stated: Despite wars and domestic
and international challenges over the
past year, not the slightest disruption
has occurred in ensuring Iran’s food
security, and now, relying on science
and technology, dependencies in
strategic areas must be reduced.
According to ISNA, Gholamreza
Nouri Ghezeligh, the minister of
agriculture, at the unveiling cere-
mony of national programs in the
food security domain, stating that
the Innovation and Prosperity Fund
has allocated a special place for the
agriculture and food security sector
in its planning, said: The events that
have occurred in the country over
at least the past year and globally
over the past four to five years have
revealed the importance of food se-
curity for societies and nations more
than ever before; therefore, this area
requires more serious attention and
greater investment. In this regard, in
addition to the necessity of finding
solutions for shortages, the coun-
try’s existing assets should not be
overlooked.

He added: The country’s food securi-
ty system possesses such strength,
durability, and stability that over the
past year, despite two wars and nu-
merous domestic and international
challenges, not the slightest disrup-
tion occurred in the country’s food
security—whereas in many coun-
tries, the occurrence of any one of
these crises could have seriously
disrupted food security, but in Iran,
no damage was inflicted on this sec-
tor, indicating the robustness of the
food security structure and the sci-
entific basis of its foundations.

Iran, Kurdistan re-
gion agree to organ-
ize trade at Kerman-

shah horder

In a joint meeting between officials of
Iran and the Kurdistan Region of Iraq
at the Sheikh Saleh border in Salas-e
Babajani county, Kermanshah prov-
ince, solutions for organizing border
exchanges, facilitating the entry of
goods, and examining the possibili-
ty of expanding agricultural product
exports were discussed.

According to a report by IRNA on
Monday, this meeting was held with
the presence of the Governor of
Salas-e Babajani county, the Special
Assistant to the Governor of Ker-
manshah for Iraqi Affairs, the Head
of the Sheikh Saleh Border Customs,
and the official in charge of customs
for the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, dur-
ing which solutions for developing
economic cooperation and remov-
ing obstacles to border trade were
examined.

Mehdi Ramezani, Head of the Sheikh
Saleh Border Customs, emphasiz-
ing the necessity of synchronizing
border processes, said: “To prevent
the stoppage of goods and expedite
exchanges, it is essential to strength-
en bilateral coordination, especially
regarding adjusting the working
hours of the border market and joint
planning during the official holidays
of the two countries.”

Stating that precise and continuous
monitoring of sensitive goods and
fuel is one of the requirements for
organizing border trade, he con-
tinued: “The issue of establishing a
specific procedure for the entry of
goods subiject to kolbari (cross-bor-
der trade) has been pursued with the
follow-up of the representative of
Salas-e Babajani county in the parlia-
ment and the issuance of permission
from the Customs Administration of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and has
been welcomed by the Iraqi side.”

_www.esfahan-news.com

Trump’s Iran war: A S0 billion catastrophe that hurts Americans most

When Donald Trump last week
declared victory in his war
against Iran, he painted a pic-
ture of American triumph. “OIL
IS FLOWING, IRAN CAN NEV-
ER HAVE A NUCLEAR WEAP-
ON... PRICES ARE DROP-
PING,” he boasted on social
media. But a comprehensive
CNN analysis of the 100-day
conflict reveals a devastating
reality that the President’s all-
caps pronouncements cannot
obscure: this was a war that
bankrupted American taxpay-
ers, emptied the nation’s stra-
tegic reserves, and inflicted
economic pain on ordinary
families—all while killing more
than 7,500 civilians in the re-
gion.

The staggering price tag

According to preliminary fig-
ures from the Center for Stra-
tegic and International Studies
obtained by CNN, the war has
cost the Pentagon approxi-
mately $40 billion. But this is
merely the “sticker price.” The
Pentagon has already submit-
ted a request for $80 billion in
supplemental funding—more
than double the official fig-
ure—with less than $20 billion
even directly related to im-
mediate war needs. The rest,
sources told CNN, represents
hidden costs the administra-
tion is desperate to conceal.

The munitions bill alone stands
at $26 billion. The US fired ap-
proximately 1,000 Tomahawk
missiles, each costing $2.5
million, in what experts de-
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scribed to CNN as a “high use”

of sophisticated, expensive
weaponry. The first 100 hours
of the conflict burned through
$3.7 billion. By day 12, the
cumulative cost had reached

$16.5 billion.
American families pay the
price

While Trump celebrates, Amer-
ican households are bleeding.
Brown  University’s  energy
cost tracker found that fam-
ilies have spent $253 more
on gasoline than they would
have without the war—a direct
result of Trump’s aggressive
policies. Diesel prices, which
affect everything from food de-
livery to farming, forced Amer-
icans to spend an additional
$27.1 billion.

The national average gas
price exceeded $4 per gallon
for much of the conflict, and
despite Trump’s claims of “af-
fordability,” the US average
stood at $3.97 on Friday—only
recently dropping below $4 for
the first time since March 30.
Strategic reserves depleted
to 1983 levels

Perhaps most alarmingly, the
nation’s Strategic Petroleum
Reserve—America’s  emer-
gency oil supply stored in Gulf
Coast salt caverns—has fallen
to its lowest level since 1983.
Trump’s war, following the
Biden administration’s draw-
downs during Russia’s inva-
sion of Ukraine, has left Amer-
ica dangerously exposed. The
critical Cushing, Oklahoma, oil
hub has just 20 million barrels
remaining—what experts de-
scribed to CNN as the “opera-
tional stress level.”

Trump himself acknowledged
the crisis at the G7 summit in
Versailles, warning: “You want
to see bedlam? We run out of
reserves in about four weeks.”
Global supply crisis

The world lost 1.15 billion bar-
rels of oil supply during the
conflict, CNN reported. While
the  Trump administration
scrambled to de-sanction Rus-
sian and Iranian oil and coor-
dinated the largest emergency
stockpile release in history, it
wasn’t enough. Venezuela and
Brazil ramped up production,
but the damage was done.
Inflation eats wages

Annual inflation surpassed 4

percent for the first time in
three years, driven entirely
by energy prices. The Federal
Reserve, now led by Trump’s
hand-picked Chairman Kevin
Warsh, refused to cut inter-
est rates despite presidential
pressure. Most damningly, in-
flation has now outpaced wage
growth—meaning  American
workers effectively took a pay
cut in April and May, the first
time since 2023.

Trump has dismissed these
concerns, bizarrely declaring “I
love the inflation” and claiming
prices would “come down like
a rock.” But economists note
the difference between slowing
inflation and actual price de-
creases—a distinction Trump
either fails to grasp or deliber-
ately obscures.

A hollow victory

Consumer  sentiment  rose
slightly in June after three
months of decline, according
to the University of Michigan,
but remains near historic lows.
Meanwhile, 13 American ser-
vice members and over 7,500
civilians lost their lives.

The CNN report paints an un-
mistakable picture:  Trump’s
war was not a victory—it was
a catastrophic miscalculation
that drained American resourc-
es, depleted strategic reserves,
crushed working families, and
left the nation more vulner-
able than it has been in dec-
ades. The President may claim
Americans have “won,” but the
numbers tell a very different
story.

[CCIMA board of representatives presents reports in trade, currency, transport, transit

During the 33rd session of the 10th
term of the Board of Representatives
of the Iran Chamber of Commerce,
Industries, Mines and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) while issuing a statement
centered on appreciating the war-
riors and veterans of the Ramadan
War and supporting the negotiation
process and the agreement, entre-
preneurs hosted Mohammad Reza
Aref, the First Vice President of Iran.
In the latest meeting of the Board of
Representatives of the Iran Chamber,
which was held with the presence of
the First Vice President, in addition to
three reports being presented in the
areas of trade and currency, trans-
portation and transit routes, and how
to optimally utilize resources that are
likely to be freed up, the members of
the Board of Representatives issued
a statement regarding the appreci-
ation of the warriors and veterans
of the Ramadan War and support
for the negotiation process and the
agreement.

In this meeting, Samad Hassanza-
deh, head of the Iran Chamber, cited
the measures and recommendations
of the heads of chambers across the
country to economic enterprises re-
garding maintaining production and
employment capacity during the re-
cent imposed war as important fac-
tors in maintaining social stability
and noted: “During the 12-day war
and the Ramadan War, we witnessed
epics created by economic activists
in the continuation of production,
especially in the production of basic
goods, and today no problems are
seen in the people’s livelihood and
the supply of essential needs, and
this is due to the support of econom-
ic activists, all officials of the country,
ministers, and heads of all organiza-
tions that have always provided great
cooperation.”

Iran Chamber’s plans for post-war
and reconstruction era

In another part of his speech, the
head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agricul-

ture, spoke about the Iran Chamber’s
plans for the post-war period, saying:
“The Iran Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustries, Mines and Agriculture has
made plans for the post-war era,
the recent agreement, and negotia-
tions with the United States, aimed
at rebuilding Iran and compensating
for the damages suffered by entre-
preneurs and enterprises during the
war, which have caused production
difficulties.”

He stated that the Iran Chamber’s
plan for the reconstruction period
will soon be sent to the heads of the
three branches of government and
other senior officials of the country.
Appreciating the sincere efforts of
the negotiating team and announcing
the full support of private sector for
peace and security, he said: “Entre-
preneurs have always announced
their rational support for the policies
and programs of the serving gov-
ernment, and alongside the govern-
ment, with national consensus, they
have provided support in the field of
economic activities aimed at creating
peace, security, tranquility, and im-
proving the livelihood and lives of the
people.”

Referring to the conditions of sanc-
tions, restrictions, and problems
that the country’s economy has been
grappling with for several years, Has-
sanzadeh said: “Despite all the prob-
lems, to this day, with the prudence
of all officials, conditions have been
created so that problems are solved
scientifically and expertly. However,
in some issues, entrepreneurs have
problems that we are interested in
solving through dialogue and consul-
tation, and measures should also be
taken to resolve ambiguities.”
Stating that some economic activists
are concerned about fulfilling foreign
exchange commitments due to the
increase in the exchange rate, he
continued: “Therefore, economic ac-
tivists who have exported and today
want to fulfill their foreign exchange
commitments do not have the ability

to provide these amounts, and it is
necessary, in consultation with the
Governor of the Central Bank and
the Minister of Economic Affairs and
Finance, to reconsider the issue of
fulfilling foreign exchange commit-
ments, especially in the field of tech-
nical and engineering services, which
have faced problems in this area for
several years.”

In another part of his speech before
the Board of Representatives of the
Iran Chamber, in the presence of the
First Vice President, Hassanzadeh
said: “Good approvals, decisions,
and circulars are issued in the coun-
try, but they face very big problems
in implementation — meaning they
are either not implemented at all
or are implemented insufficiently.
Therefore, a central command for
decision-making on some important
economic issues in the country is
strongly felt, and it is necessary for
you, Excellency, to pay more atten-
tion in this regard.”

Country’s governance in post-war
conditions is different from the past
Mohammad Reza Aref, the First Vice
President, also emphasized the de-
cisive role of the “technology front”
in the third imposed war, saying:
“The achievements of this war are
owed to the officers of the science
and technology front, and Iran stood
firm against pressures to stop nu-
clear technology, because being
limited in this area could have led
to the cessation of other advanced
technologies.”

He also stressed: “The country’s
governance in post-war conditions
is different from the past, and the
Chamber of Commerce, as the par-
liament of the private sector, has an
important responsibility in realizing
the country’s progress goals.”
Referring to the activity of five fronts
— the battlefield, diplomacy, service,
the streets, and technology — during
the war, Aref considered the tech-
nology front to be one of the main
factors of the country’s success and

said: “Iran, relying on its scientists
and elites, has achieved important
accomplishments in fields such as
nuclear technology, nanotechnology,
biotechnology, and radiology.”

The First Vice President also said:
“Iran has never retreated from its red
lines and national interests in the ne-
gotiations, and ‘surrendering is not in
the nature of Iranians.”

According to him, the enemy was
forced to retreat due to weakness in
the diplomatic arena, and its opposi-
tion to Iran’s nuclear program stems
from concerns about the country’s
technological progress, not the issue
of nuclear weapons.

Also referring to the new conditions
after the war, Aref emphasized utiliz-
ing national capacities, including the
Strait of Hormuz and receiving tran-
sit rights, and concluded: “To achieve
the region’s top position in advanced
technologies, appropriate internet
without development-impeding re-
strictions must be made available
to economic activists and technolo-
gists.”

Statement by Iran Chamber’s Board
of Representatives regarding support
for the agreements

Following this meeting, the state-
ment of the Board of Representatives
of the Iran Chamber was read. In this
statement, it is stated: “The com-
munity of private sector economic
activists of the country believes that
prudence, rationality, and the prefer-
ence of the supreme national inter-
ests necessitate welcoming any initi-
ative, understanding, and agreement
that can lead to the end of hostilities,
reduction of tensions, stabilization of
security, and opening new horizons
for the country’s economic and com-
mercial interactions.”

Based on this statement, the Iran
Chamber of Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture condemned
the unjustified unilateral sanctions
imposed on a number of entrepre-
neurs, traders, and private enterpris-
es of the country.
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‘Reducing Iran’s
oil exports to zero;
A wish that never

came true’

The admission of the ineffective-
ness of oil sanctions against Iran
comes after the signing of the
memorandum of understanding
ending the war between America
and the Zionist regime against
Iran, voiced by American officials.
This follows Mohsen Paknejad,
the oil minister, having previously
responded decisively to Donald
Trump’s  “maximum  pressure”
order aimed at reducing Iran’s
oil exports to zero, declaring that
America’s maximum pressure pol-
icy on Iran’s oil exports has failed
and that reducing Iran’s oil exports
to zero is a wish they will never
achieve.

After the agreement was signed
between the presidents of Iran and
America, when J.D. Vance, in his
capacity as Trump’s Vice Presi-
dent, was questioned at a press
conference about the tenth clause
of the agreement—concerning
the freedom of Iran’s crude oil ex-
ports and the concessions granted
through it—he was compelled to
admit: “To be honest, we did not
consider this a major conces-
sion to the Iranians. The Iranians
themselves did not view it as a
concession either, because what
had prevented their oil sales was
not sanctions. They were still sell-
ing large quantities of oil and did
not even have to offer discounts,
because the sanctions at that time
had essentially lost their effective-
ness.”

This is the first comment from a
senior American official regarding
the failure of the unilateral oil bat-
tle with Iran. These remarks from
this senior Trump administration
official come as the US Presi-
dent, since 2018 after entering the
White House and tearing up the
JCPOA agreement, declared that
Washington’s goal was to reduce
Iran’s oil revenues and bring Iran’s
crude oil exports to zero. Trump in
2025, after returning to the pres-
idency once again, while reviving
maximum pressure against Iran,
imposed the harshest sanctions
on the oil industry, particularly
on Iran’s oil exports—a situation
where the dominant view was us-
ing oil as a political tool to pressure
Iran. This approach was based on
the premise that crude oil and gas
condensate exports, as the driving
engine of Iran’s economy, play a
vital role in providing foreign ex-
change revenues and balancing
the national budget, constituting a
significant portion of government
income.

Now, after years of this targeting,
the retreat of White House officials
has come with a clear admission
of the ineffectiveness of sanctions
in reducing Iran’s oil exports to
zero, declaring Trump’s wish in
this regard as unattainable.
Mohsen Paknejad, the oil min-
ister, at that time responded
to Donald Trump’s “maximum
pressure” order aimed at reduc-
ing Iran’s oil exports to zero, de-
cisively declaring that America’s
maximum pressure policy on
Iran’s oil exports has failed and
emphasized that reducing the
Islamic Republic of Iran’s oil ex-
ports to zero is a wish they will
never achieve.

Regarding the maximum pressure
policy, or the use of such rhetoric
as “we want to bring Iran’s oil ex-
ports to zero,” Iran’s Oil Minister
had said that this is a failed poli-
cy—a policy that had been tested
before and vyielded no results. If
they test it again, they will get no
results and will fail.
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Iranian parliamen-
tary delegation
arrives in Baku for
PUIC summit

An Iranian parliamentary delega-
tion has arrived in Baku to partic-
ipate in the 20th Conference of the
Parliamentary Union of the OIC
Member States (PUIC), a key gath-
ering of lawmakers from across
the Islamic world aimed at enhanc-
ing parliamentary cooperation and
addressing shared challenges fac-
ing member states.

The conference, hosted by the Re-
public of Azerbaijan, is being held
in Baku from June 21 to June 25
and brings together parliamenta-
ry representatives from member
countries of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (QIC).

The five-day event features a
comprehensive agenda, including
meetings of the PUIC Executive
Committee, the Association of Sec-
retaries General of Member Parlia-
ments, the Permanent Committee
on Palestine, and the Committee
on Muslim Communities and Mi-
norities. The conference also in-
cludes sessions of the Conference
of Women Parliamentarians of
Islamic Countries and specialized
standing committees focusing on
legal and cultural affairs, dialogue
among civilizations and religions,
economic and environmental is-
sues, and matters related to human
rights, women, and family affairs.
In addition, delegates will partici-
pate in the 27th session of the PUIC
General Committee, where a range
of political, economic, and social
issues affecting the Islamic world
are expected to be discussed.

Medvedev warns
Israel may seek to
undermine Iran-US

MoU

Deputy Chairman of the Russian
Security Council, Dmitry Medve-
dev, has warned that Israel may at-
tempt to derail the recently signed
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) between Iran and the Unit-
ed States, arguing that the accord
reflects  Washington’s  inability
to achieve its military objectives
against Tehran.

In a statement published on social
media on Saturday, Medvedev
said that despite extensive missile
strikes and the targeted killing of
senior Iranian officials during the
conflict, the United States failed to
secure a decisive victory.
According to the Russian offi-
cial, Israel emerged from the
war dissatisfied with its outcome
and could seek to undermine
the agreement through actions
aimed at escalating regional ten-
sions.

Medvedev  specifically accused
Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu of attempting to
weaken the deal through military
operations in Lebanon and other
measures that could jeopardize on-
going diplomatic efforts. He further
claimed that even US President
Donald Trump would have a limit-
ed ability to prevent such actions.
“Expecting a comprehensive peace
settlement at this stage would be
premature and unrealistic,” Med-
vedev said, cautioning against
assumptions that the agreement
would immediately stabilize the
region.

Addressing Iran’s strategic lever-
age, Medvedev described the Strait
of Hormuz as one of Tehran’s most
significant geopolitical assets, sug-
gesting that Iran could employ its
influence over the vital maritime
corridor whenever it deemed nec-
essary.
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Iran, Belgium
share the spoils
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It can be hard to keep up with the
latest updates in our ever-evolving,
health-conscious world. You’ve most
likely heard advice about eating foods
high in antioxidants, getting plenty of
sleep, and making time for exercise.
Did you know that the reason for
this advice partly relates to oxidative
stress?

Having a better understanding of oxi-
dative stress and how it impacts your
body can help you make informed life-
style choices.

We’ve partnered with G60 Power to an-
swer all your questions about oxidative
stress.

What is oxidative stress?

Oxidative stress occurs when there is
an imbalance between your body’s an-
tioxidant defenses and the production
of free radicals, which can potentially
damage your cells.

Free radicals are oxygen-containing
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Oxidative Stress:

molecules with unpaired electrons.
They are crucial for certain bodily
functions, such as fighting off path-
ogens. Research also suggests
that free radicals may be beneficial
in the process of wound healing.
However, because free radicals
have an uneven number of elec-
trons, they are more reactive.
When they gain an electron from
a nearby substance, such as
a strand of DNA, they can
change or damage the
strand’s structure.
Exposure to an ex-
cessive  amount
of free radicals
causes oxidative
stress in your
body. This can
happen be-
cause of:

e infection

in 2026 FIFA
World Cup

on Sunday night.

The match was played at SoFi Stadi-
um, where neither side managed to

find the back of the net.

Source:

over-exercising
e exposure to toxins
e burn injuries

Oxidative stress may lead to adverse
health effects such as:
e disease
* rapid aging
e inflammation
* male infertility
Antioxidants are molecules that can
donate an electron to free radicals and
neutralize them, limiting a free radi-
cal’s ability to cause damage.
What causes oxidative stress?
Your body naturally produces some
free radicals in response to exer-
cise or certain food or drink.
Additionally, many potential
sources of free radicals exist

around you, including:

e cigarette smoke
e air pollution
e sunlight

Iran’s national football team and
Belgium shared the spoils in a goal-
less draw in their second Group G
match of the 2026 FIFA World Cup

Mehdi Taremi thought he had
opened the scoring in the 25th min-
ute, but his goal was disallowed for
offside.

Belgium were reduced to 10 men in
the 66th minute after Nathan Nguy
was shown a straight red card for a
foul on Taremi.

Your FAQs Answered

e industrial chemicals

e radiation

e pesticides

Cumulative exposure to free radicals
from these sources can lead to oxida-
tive stress and cause cell and tissue
damage.

What are the risk factors for oxidative
stress?

Your environment and habits can influ-
ence how likely you are to experience
oxidative stress.

The following may increase your risk
of oxidative stress:

e air pollution

* smoking

* SUN exposure

° £XCEeSSive exercise

food contaminants such as pesticides
e exposure to industrial chemicals

e radiation

e medications

* obesity

Taroet set for collecting S»mom of flare gas to be achieved hy end of 14th government

Reza Khilaei, Director of Qil and Gas Production Supervision at the Na-
tional Iranian Qil Company, in an interview with Shana, explaining the lat-
est status of associated petroleum gas (flare gas) collection, announced:
The amount of flare gas collection since the beginning of the fourteenth
government’s administration has increased from about 5 million cubic
meters per day to over 9 million cubic meters, and it is predicted that
with the implementation of approved plans, this figure will reach approx-
imately 35 million cubic meters per day by the end of the government.

Flare gases, or associated petroleum gases, have long been recognized
as one of the main challenges of Iran’s oil industry—a vast energy ca-

pacity that, due to infrastructure limitations, incomplete processing
chains, and historical focus on crude oil production, has been burned in
flares instead of being converted into value-added. However, collecting
these gases not only means preventing the waste of hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars annually from an economic perspective, but also plays
a decisive role from environmental and social perspectives in reducing
pollution, improving air quality in oil-rich regions, and enhancing public
health. Moreover, in conditions of energy imbalance, recovering these
gases can provide a sustainable backup for supplying feed to industries,
power plants, and petrochemical facilities.

[ran emerges as cricical transit
link between Iraq, Afohamstan, South Asia

Recent developments in Iran’s transport
and logistics sector have underscored
the country’s growing importance as
a regional transit hub connecting the
West Asia with Gentral and South Asia.
Two major announcements over the
past week, the successful completion of
the first liquefied petroleum gas (LPG)
export operation from Khorramshahr
Port to Afghanistan and Pakistan via
multimodal transport, and the launch of
the first combined rail transit shipment
from Iraq to Afghanistan through west-
ern Iran, demonstrate Tehran’s strategic
efforts to capitalize on its geographic
position and strengthen its role in re-
gional trade.

The first development came from
Khorramshahr Port, where authorities
announced the successful comple-
tion of the first LPG export operation
using combined transport methods
to Afghanistan and Pakistan. Locat-
ed near the head of the Persian Gulf,
Khorramshahr serves as one of Iran’s
key maritime gateways. The new oper-
ation combines maritime, rail, and land
transportation networks to move ener-
gy products more efficiently to regional
markets.

This achievement demonstrates Iran’s
increasing focus on multimodal trans-
port systems, which are becoming es-
sential for modern supply chains. By
integrating ports, railways, roads, and
border crossings into a unified logis-
tics framework, Iran is attempting to
increase cargo volumes, reduce trans-
portation costs, and improve delivery
times for regional trade partners.
Officials described the operation as an
important step in strengthening Khor-
ramshahr’s position within the coun-
try’s logistics network and expanding
export routes to neighboring countries.
The project also aligns with broader na-
tional plans to increase the role of rail
freight and develop combined transport

solutions across Iran’s trade corridors.
The second major development came
from Kermanshah Province, where Ira-
nian railway authorities operationalized
the first combined rail transit shipment
originating in Iraqg and destined for
Afghanistan. The cargo entered Iran
through its western border crossings,
underwent logistics processing at Ker-
manshah freight station, and was then
integrated into the national railway
network for transport toward Afghan-
istan through the country’s eastern
frontier.

While the shipment itself represents a
logistical achievement, its broader sig-
nificance lies in what it reveals about
Iran’s evolving role in regional con-
nectivity. For years, Iran has sought to
position itself as the shortest and most
efficient land bridge linking neighboring
economies. The successful movement
of Iragi cargo across lIranian territory
demonstrates Tehran’s ability to pro-
vide reliable transit services and facili-
tate regional commerce.

Kermanshah occupies a particularly
strategic position in this vision. Shar-
ing more than 370 kilometers of bor-
der with Iraq and serving as one of the
principal gateways for bilateral trade,
the province has long been viewed as a
potential logistics hub. The activation of
a rail-based Irag—Iran—Afghanistan cor-
ridor marks a significant step toward in-
tegrating western and eastern regional
markets through Iranian infrastructure.
Taken together, the two developments
reveal a broader strategy. Rather than
merely serving as a producer and ex-
porter of goods, Iran is seeking to
become an indispensable transit state
connecting multiple economic regions.
The emerging corridors link Irag’s mar-
kets and resources to Afghanistan’s
growing demand and Pakistan’s large
consumer base, with Iranian territory
serving as the central connector.

The timing is particularly noteworthy.
Recent regional tensions and disrup-
tions to traditional trade routes have
increased interest in alternative trans-
portation corridors. Countries across
the region are seeking diversified logis-
tics networks that can provide stability,
flexibility, and reduced dependence on
vulnerable maritime routes. Iran’s ex-
tensive railway system, strategic bor-
der crossings, and access to both the
Persian Gulf and the Caspian region
provide it with significant advantages in
this environment.

Moreover, these projects align with
Tehran’s long-term economic objec-
tives. Expanding transit revenues, in-
creasing railway utilization, attracting
foreign cargo, and strengthening trade
relations with neighboring countries
are all central elements of Iran’s eco-
nomic development strategy. Every
successful transit operation enhances
the country’s credibility as a logistics
partner and strengthens its position
within emerging regional trade archi-
tectures.

The Khorramshahr multimodal export
route and the Irag-Iran-Afghanistan
rail corridor may still be in their early
stages, but they offer concrete evidence
that Iran is steadily transforming its
geographic location into strategic in-
fluence. As regional commerce evolves,
Tehran appears increasingly deter-
mined to establish itself not merely as a
participant in regional trade, but as one
of its principal facilitators.

In this sense, the significance of the
week’s developments extends beyond
transportation. They represent another
step in Iran’s broader effort to leverage
connectivity, infrastructure, and logis-
tics as instruments of economic resil-
ience and regional integration, reinforc-
ing its role as a critical bridge between
the West Asia, Central Asia, and South
Asia.

For this reason, the issue of flare gas collection has become one of the
government’s main priorities in recent years. Masoud Pezeshkian, the
President, has placed direct oversight of these projects on the agenda by
holding regular meetings and weekly follow-ups on project progress, and
through establishing centralized monitoring mechanisms, he emphasiz-
es accelerating their implementation. Mohsen Paknejad, the oil minister,
has also sought to reduce implementation obstacles through activating
specialized working groups, revising plans, and facilitating contracting
and investment processes, so that flare gas collection projects reach the

operational phase with greater speed and coherence.

Iran produced a disciplined and
courageous performance to hold
Belgium to a goalless draw in Group
G, with goalkeeper Alireza Beiran-
vand emerging as the hero of the
night. Yet despite earning a valuable
point against one of the tournament
favorites, Team Melli may ultimately
look back on the result as a missed
opportunity.

Beiranvand, making his third con-
secutive World Cup appearance,
delivered a commanding display
between the posts and was deserv-
edly named Man of the Match. The
experienced goalkeeper repeatedly
denied Belgium’s star-studded at-
tack, keeping out the likes of Rome-
lu Lukaku, Kevin De Bruyne and Le-
andro Trossard as Iran secured an
important clean sheet.

The result demonstrated Iran’s de-
fensive organization and resilience.
Throughout the match, Amir Ghale-
noei’s side remained compact and
disciplined, frustrating a Belgian
team that struggled to create clear-
cut opportunities despite its abun-
dance of attacking talent.

However, the draw also left a linger-
ing sense of what might have been.
Victory would have put Iran on
the brink of making history and
securing qualification  for the
knockout stage for the first time
in the nation’s footbhall history. In-
stead, Team Melli must now wait
for a decisive encounter against
group leaders Egypt to determine
their fate.

Egypt moved to the top of Group G
following an impressive 3-1 victory
over New Zealand and now hold the
advantage heading into the final
round of matches.

Iran’s inability to capitalize on Bel-
gium’s numerical disadvantage
may prove costly. Nathan Ngoy’s
dismissal in the 66th minute gave
Team Melli a golden opportunity to
seize control of the match. Yet Iran
continued to approach the game

[ran show restlience agamnst Belgium

cautiously, rarely committing sig-
nificant numbers forward.

The absence of a convincing Plan B
was evident. While Iran’s defensive
structure remained intact, there was
little tactical adjustment designed
to exploit the extra man. A more
adventurous approach, combined
with bolder substitutions from Gha-
lenoei, might have turned one point
into three.

There were also factors beyond
football that may have affected
the team’s performance. Iran have
faced a demanding travel schedule
throughout the tournament due to
logistical and security regulations
in the United States. The squad has
been required to return to its base in
Tijuana immediately after matches,
limiting recovery time and adding to
physical fatigue.

Whether those restrictions are
eased ahead of the crucial clash
with Egypt remains to be seen, but
any improvement in recovery con-
ditions could significantly boost
Iran’s chances of reaching the
Round of 32.

From a technical perspective, Iran’s
strengths and weaknesses are
becoming increasingly clear. De-
fensively, the team looks solid and
well organized, with Beiranvand
providing leadership and confi-
dence from the back. Yet in midfield
and attack, Iran have struggled to
demonstrate the creativity and au-
thority needed to dominate oppo-
nents and create consistent scoring
opportunities.

Iran have certainly shown they be-
long among the world’s best. The
challenge now is to prove they can
take the next step. As Team Melli
prepare for a decisive showdown
with Egypt, the question remains
whether defensive resilience alone
will be enough to secure a historic
place in the knockout rounds dur-
ing the nation’s seventh World Cup
appearance.
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