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Iran presents its
priority project list to
Islamic Development

Bank

The Deputy Minister of Economic
Affairs and Finance and Head of
the Organization for Investment,
Economic and Technical Assistance
of Iran, as the alternate member of
the Board of Executive Directors
of the Islamic Development Bank,
met and held talks with Mohammed
Al-Jasser, the President of the Is-
lamic Development Bank.
According to IRNA from the Min-
istry of Economic Affairs and Fi-
nance, this meeting was held on the
sidelines of the 51st Annual Meet-
ing of the Board of Executive Di-
rectors of the Islamic Development
Bank (IsDB) in Baku, the capital of
the Republic of Azerbaijan.

Mehdi Heydari, Head of the Organ-
ization for Investment, Economic
and Technical Assistance of Iran
in this meeting, while once again
congratulating Mr. Al-Jasser on his
election and appointment as Pres-
ident of the Islamic Development
Bank, emphasized the continued
support of the Islamic Republic of
Iran for the Bank and declared his
country’s expectations from the
Islamic Development Bank to main-
tain and enhance interactions with
Iran as a major shareholder.
Appreciating the Islamic Develop-
ment Bank for its cooperation in
financing the country’s projects, he
pointed to the position of the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran in the Bank and
its economic capacities for imple-
menting various projects, and add-
ed that removing existing obstacles
and challenges for advancing and
increasing financial cooperation be-
tween the two sides is on the agen-
da as one of the main programs of
the Investment Organization.
Heydari announced: A specific plan
has been initiated to resolve finan-
cial issues between the two sides.
Currently, part of the commitments
has been fulfilled, and other com-
mitments will be implemented with-
in a short period of time.

He emphasized: In order to acceler-
ate processes, it is necessary, with-
in the framework of coordinated
joint action, while fulfilling existing
commitments, to also define a joint
program for financing the intro-
duced and finalized projects of our
country.

In this meeting, a list of priority pro-
jects was presented to the President
of the Islamic Development Bank,
and the issue of capacity building
and training, as well as holding bi-
lateral or multilateral workshops fo-
cused on the Islamic Development
Bank, was also emphasized.
Mohammed Al-Jasser, while wel-
coming the presence of the Iranian
delegation at the meeting, empha-
sized that the Islamic Republic
of Iran is one of the major share-
holders and reliable partners of the
Islamic Development Bank, and in
the new circumstances that have
emerged, suitable capacity and
opportunity will be provided for fur-
ther cooperation.

He added: The role and position of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in the
region is important, and the imple-
mentation of development projects
in this country will not only help its
economy but will also boost the
regional economy and further pro-
gress of neighboring countries.
The President of the Islamic De-
velopment Bank, referring to the
issues, requests, and proposals
raised, expressed hope that we will
soon witness the further expansion
of cooperation between the Islamic
Development Bank and the Islamic
Republic of Iran.

The 51st Annual Meeting of the
Board of Executive Directors of the
Islamic Development Bank, under
the slogan “Regional Convergence
for Sustainable Prosperity,” was
held from June 16 to 19, 2026 in
Baku.
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Did Iran defeat America at the negotiating tahle?

The official 14-point memoran-
dum of understanding between
Iran and the United States does
not read like the document
Washington and Tel Aviv said
they were fighting to impose.
It does not announce regime
change in Tehran. It does not
place Iran’s missile program on
the table.

It does not remove Iran’s en-
riched material from lranian
territory. It does not demand
an unconditional surrender.
Instead, it opens a 60-day dip-
lomatic window in which Iran
receives immediate military and
economic relief, while the most
sensitive nuclear questions are
deferred to future negotiations.
That is why the central question
is unavoidable: did Iran, after
suffering heavy damage in war,
manage to turn battlefield pres-
sure into diplomatic leverage?
What were America and Israel
trying to achieve?

The political language from

Washington and Tel Aviv
throughout the war pointed to
three core objectives.

First, they wanted to break the
Iranian state’s strategic con-
fidence, if not force outright
regime change. Second, they
wanted to neutralize Iran’s nu-
clear capability in a way that
would be visible, irreversible
and externally controlled. Third,
they wanted to reduce Iran’s
regional influence, especially
through Lebanon and other
linked fronts.

Measured against those ob-
jectives, the MOU is a strik-
ingly different outcome. Iran’s
political system remains in
place. Its missile program is
not mentioned. Lebanon is not
treated as a separate Israeli se-
curity file, but as part of a wider
ceasefire covering all fronts.
The enriched uranium issue is
not resolved through seizure or
removal, but through a mecha-
nism to be negotiated and im-
plemented under monitoring.

In simple terms, the war began
with maximalist expectations.
The interim text ends with ne-
gotiated ambiguity.

Did Iran surrender on the nu-
clear issue?

No. Iran reaffirmed that it will
not seek or develop nuclear
weapons, but that is not the
same as surrendering its entire
nuclear program.

The most important detail is the
treatment of enriched material.
The MOU provides that Iran’s
stockpile will be addressed
through an agreed mechanism,
with the minimum method in-
volving down-blending inside
Iran under international mon-
itoring. This matters because
the material is not being im-
mediately transferred abroad,
and Iran’s broader enrichment
needs are left for the final agree-
ment.

This is not a total American
victory. Washington wanted a
clean, dramatic result: destruc-
tion, removal, or full outside
control. What it got was a tech-
nical process inside Iran, un-
der supervision, with the final
terms still pending.

For Tehran, that is a major dip-
lomatic gain. It avoided the im-
age of surrender. It preserved
negotiating space. It moved the
hardest question from the bat-
tlefield to the technical table.
Where did Iran gain immedi-
ate relief?

Iran’s immediate gains are vis-
ible in the sequencing of the
MOU.

The United States is expected
to begin removing its naval
blockade and related imped-
iments after the signing. It is
also expected to issue waivers
connected to Iranian crude oil,
petroleum products, banking,
insurance and transport servic-
es. The text also opens a path
for frozen or restricted Iranian
funds and assets to become
usable.

These provisions matter be-
cause before the war Iran was

economically constrained.
Sanctions limited oil sales,
banking access, insurance,

shipping and investment. A
damaged but still standing Iran
has now secured language that
begins to loosen those restric-
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tions.

The key victory is not that all
sanctions disappear overnight.
They do not. The key victory is
that sanctions relief, oil waivers,
frozen assets and reconstruc-
tion financing are now embed-
ded in the official negotiating
framework. Iran has moved the
sanctions question from the
margins to the center of diplo-
macy.

What is the significance of the
$300 billion plan?

The reported $300 billion eco-
nomic and reconstruction plan
is one of the most politically im-
portant parts of the MOU.
Trump may insist that the mon-
ey is not direct American fund-
ing. That distinction matters
domestically for him. But for
Iran, the source of the money
is less important than the re-
moval of American obstruction.
If regional partners, sovereign
funds, private investors or in-
ternational mechanisms are to
finance reconstruction, they
still require legal, financial and
sanctions-related space.

That is why the MOU’s refer-
ence to licenses, waivers and
permissions is crucial. Iran
does not need Washington to
write one large check. It needs
Washington to stop blocking
the channels through which
capital, oil revenues, insurance,
shipping and reconstruction fi-
nance can move.

Before the war, Iran was boxed
in. After the war, the MOU plac-
es Iran inside a reconstruction
and economic normalization
conversation. That is a major
reversal.

Did Iran keep leverage over
the Strait of Hormuz?

Yes, and this may be Tehran’s
strongest card.

The Strait of Hormuz is not just
a waterway. It is the artery of
the Persian Gulf energy trade.
By disrupting or controlling
traffic there during the war, Iran
converted geography into bar-
gaining power. The MOU does
not describe the reopening of
the strait as something America
can impose alone. It depends

on Iran’s best efforts and on
future consultations with Oman
and Persian Gulf coastal states
over maritime services and ad-
ministration.

This language is significant.
Iran is not merely being ordered
to open a passage. It is being
treated as a necessary actor in
the management of that pas-
sage. That gives Tehran both
status and leverage.

For global markets, the reopen-
ing of Hormuz is urgent. For
Persian Gulf states, maritime
stability is essential. For Trump,
calm in energy markets is po-
litically valuable. Iran linked all
three needs to its own negotiat-
ing position.

Why is Lebanon included?
The inclusion of Lebanon
shows that Washington had to
recognize the regional nature of
the conflict.

If the American and Israeli aim
was to isolate Iran, the MOU
does the opposite. It acknowl-
edges that the war could not be
ended only between Washing-
ton and Tehran while ignoring
connected fronts. By including
Lebanon and all fronts in the
ceasefire language, the doc-
ument indirectly recognizes
Iran’s influence beyond its bor-
ders.

This does not mean Iran con-
trols every actor in the region.
But it does mean any serious
settlement had to take Iran’s
regional position into account.
That is another sign that Tehran
was not treated as a defeated
state.

What happened to the missile
issue?

The missile question is one of
the clearest signs of how far
Washington moved from its
original position.

For years, Western and Israeli
officials have argued that Iran’s
ballistic missiles and drones
are central to the regional se-
curity problem. Yet the MOU,
as publicly described, does not
place the missile program at the
center of the interim bargain.
That omission alone is impor-
tant. But Donald Trump’s own
remarks in Paris make it even
more revealing.

Speaking to reporters in Paris,
Trump said that if other coun-
tries in the region, including
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, possess
ballistic missiles, then Iran too
should have a reasonable num-
ber of such missiles. The state-
ment was remarkable because
it undercut one of the central
Israeli and American arguments
used before and during the war:
that Iran’s missile capability it-
self was unacceptable.

This was not a minor rhetor-
ical shift. It suggested that
Washington had moved from
demanding lran’s strategic
rollback to accepting a regional
balance of deterrence. Instead
of treating Iran’s missile pro-
gram as a red line, Trump ef-

fectively framed it as part of the
region’s existing military reality.
That is why the absence of
missiles from the MOU is not
accidental. It suggests that
Washington prioritized ending
the war, reopening Hormuz,
stabilizing markets and pushing
the nuclear issue into a moni-
tored process. Iran, meanwhile,
avoided expanding the nego-
tiations into its conventional
deterrence.

This is one of the clearest signs
that Tehran protected a core
strategic asset. The war may
have damaged Iranian infra-
structure, but the diplomatic
text did not dismantle Iran’s
missile deterrent.

Did America get anything?
Yes, but not everything it want-
ed. Washington gets a ceasefire,
reopening of Hormuz, a pause
in escalation, and a nuclear pro-
cess under international moni-
toring. It can claim that Iran has
reaffirmed its commitment not
to build nuclear weapons. It can
also argue that sanctions relief
and economic benefits remain
tied to compliance.

But these are not the same as
regime change, disarmament,
or surrender. America gained
de-escalation.  Iran  gained
breathing space, economic
openings and recognition of its
leverage.

That is why the agreement looks
less like a victory document and
more like a damage-control set-
tlement.

So did Iran defeat America at
the table?

If victory means forcing the
United States to abandon all
demands, then no. The final
agreement is still unresolved,
and Iran remains under intense
scrutiny.

But if victory means surviving
a war, avoiding surrender, pre-
serving strategic assets, bring-
ing sanctions relief into the
formal text, keeping the missile
issue off the table, retaining
nuclear negotiating  space,
reopening oil and financial
channels, and making Hormuz
central to the bargain, then Iran
achieved a significant diplomat-
iC success.

The strongest evidence is the
sequence: economic and mil-
itary relief first, final nuclear
terms later. That is not the or-
der Washington and Tel Aviv
wanted. It is the order Tehran
needed.

Iran entered the war under
sanctions, economic stress and
military attack. It leaves the in-
terim phase with frozen assets
on the agenda, oil waivers in
motion, a reconstruction plan
under discussion, the Strait of
Hormuz recognized as a bar-
gaining lever, and its political
system intact.

That is not surrender. It is the
conversion of pressure into ne-
gotiation. In diplomacy, that can
be the quietest form of victory.

Araghchr expands diplomatic consultations as world supports Iran-US Mol

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi has intensified
diplomatic consultations with regional and international
counterparts following the conclusion of the Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between Iran
and the United States, as Tehran seeks to consolidate
support for the agreement and ensure its full implemen-
tation. In his latest diplomatic engagement on Friday,
Araghchi held a telephone conversation with Pakistan’s
Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Moham-
mad Ishaq Dar, during which he expressed apprecia-
tion for Islamabad’s efforts, initiatives, and good offices
throughout the negotiations that led to the conclusion of

the memorandum.

The Iranian foreign minister praised Pakistan’s con-
structive role in facilitating dialogue and advancing the
diplomatic process, while emphasizing that the United

States bears responsibility for ensuring an end to hos-
tilities on all fronts, including Lebanon. Araghchi warned
that any violation of the commitments contained in the
memorandum would be attributable to Washington and
cautioned against the consequences of failing to uphold
those obligations.
For his part, Ishaq Dar welcomed the ongoing diplomatic
process and reaffirmed Pakistan’s support for the con-
tinuation of negotiations to achieve positive, durable, and
mutually beneficial outcomes. The two ministers also re-
viewed bilateral issues and stressed the importance of
maintaining close consultations and coordination.

The conversation followed a series of telephone discus-
sions held by Araghchi on Thursday with senior officials
from France, Kuwait, and Cyprus, as well as separate
talks on Wednesday with the foreign ministers of China

and Russia. During his discussions with French Foreign
Minister Jean-Noél Barrot, Araghchi highlighted Wash-
ington’s responsibility to fully implement the memoran-
dum and secure an end to military operations across all
fronts, including Lebanon. He also pointed to the oppor-

tunities created by the agreement for expanding Iran-

France economic and trade cooperation. He also called
for strong support from the international community
and the United Nations Security Council for the emerging
diplomatic process. Barrot welcomed the agreement and
reiterated France’s support for diplomacy, describing
the memorandum as an opportunity to promote lasting
peace, stability, and security in the region. Both sides
also emphasized the importance of ensuring safe nav-
igation through the Strait of Hormuz and safeguarding
the stability of the strategic waterway.
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Iran warns of
consequences as
Ben-Gvir says ‘all
of Lebanon must

burn’

Iran has strongly condemned
Israel’s latest military attacks
on Lebanon and denounced
inflammatory remarks by ls-
raeli National Security Minister
[tamar Ben-Gvir, warning that
the continued escalation by the
Tel Aviv regime poses a serious
threat to regional and interna-
tional security.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi reacted sharply to a
public statement by Ben-Guvir,
who called for “all of Leba-
non” to burn and urged harsh
retaliation against Lebanese
civilians.

In a post on social media,
Araghchi stressed that the re-
marks should not be viewed as
the rhetoric of a fringe extrem-
ist but rather as the position of
a senior member of the Israeli
cabinet.

“This is not a rant by a random
genocidal lunatic. It is a public
post by the national security
minister of the Israeli regime,”
Araghchi said.

The Iranian foreign minister
described the Israeli govern-
ment as a regime driven by
perpetual conflict, arguing that
its policies threaten not only
the region but also broader in-
ternational peace and stability.
He warned that the regime’s
expansionist and militaristic
approach has fueled recurring
crises across West Asia and
undermined diplomatic efforts
aimed at restoring security.

Separately, Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesperson Esmaeil
Bagaei strongly condemned Is-
rael’s attacks on multiple areas
across Lebanon, which report-
edly resulted in the deaths and
injuries of dozens of Lebanese
citizens and caused extensive
damage to residential neigh-
borhoods and infrastructure.
Baqgaei characterized the op-
erations as acts of aggression
and terrorism, warning of the
“serious and immediate con-
sequences” of the continued
escalation by ‘the occupying
and genocidal Zionist regime.’
The spokesperson further held
the United States responsible
for enabling Israel’s actions
through its political and mili-
tary support. He also referred
to Clause 1 of the Islamabad
Memorandum of Understand-
ing on ending the war, dated
June 18, 2026, which identifies
the cessation of hostilities in
Lebanon as an integral com-
ponent of a broader agreement
to end conflicts across multiple
fronts in the region.

Bagaei emphasized that the
Islamic Republic of Iran would
take “all necessary measures”
to safeguard its national inter-
ests, security, and the rights of
its allies.

The latest escalation comes
amid growing regional ten-
sions and continued Israeli
military operations on several
fronts. Iran has repeatedly
warned that attacks against
Lebanon, particularly those
targeting civilians and civilian
infrastructure, risk expanding
the conflict and further desta-
bilizing the region. Tehran has
also reaffirmed its support for
Lebanon’s sovereignty and for
resistance movements that it
says play a crucial role in de-
terring Israeli aggression and
defending regional security.
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CPDI depicts ways
to improve Iran’s
sci-tech co-op
with BRICS

The Center for Progress and
Development of Iran (CPDI) has
prepared a report illustrating
Iran’s participation in scientific,
technological, and innovation
cooperation within BRICS, as
well as strategic opportunities
and required measures to en-
hance the country’s role in this
sector.

BRICS, as one of the most im-
portant players in the interna-
tional system in recent years,
has made extensive invest-
ments in science, technology,
and innovation in addition to
economic and political cooper-
ation. Now, the bloc has turned
into one of the largest scientific
cooperation networks in devel-
oping countries, benefiting from
14 specialized working groups
and dozens of joint research and
technological programs.
CPDI, as the center for the co-
ordination of Iran’s technolog-
ical and scientific interactions
with BRICS, is responsible for
leading the country’s repre-
sentatives, analyzing special
documents, providing technical
advice, and developing connec-
tions among domestic insti-
tutions and BRICS specialized
structures.

According to the report, 2025
can be considered as the start-
ing point for Iran’s involvement
in BRICS scientific, technolog-
ical, and innovation structure,
which has succeeded in show-
casing the country’s capabilities
in science and technology, lay-
ing the basis for active partici-
pation in collaborative projects
in the future, and strengthening
the country’s position in scien-
tific and technological cooper-
ation.

The country had a dynamic par-
ticipation in BRICS technical and
specialized meetings in different
scientific fields like artificial in-
telligence (Al), biotechnology,
neurosciences, ocean sciences,
spatial information technology,
astronomy, photonics, nano-
technology, material sciences,
social and human sciences, and
research infrastructures in 2025
BRICS, a platform for expand-
ing research collaborations
One of the main focuses of
BRICS activities in 2025 was
the development of collabora-
tive research projects among
member states in fields such
as Al, health, clean energy, food
security, quantum technologies,
data sciences, and advanced
materials.

Iran’s membership in this net-
work would provide a great
opportunity for researchers and
scholars to participate in inter-
national projects.

In 2025, BRICS member states
discussed developing data in-
frastructures, sharing super-
computer capacity, creating
joint scientific networks, and
utilizing new technologies to ad-
dress global challenges.
Featuring its capacities in Al
data processing, and knowl-
edge-based companies, Iran
has tried to gain a greater share
in BRICS future technological
projects.

BRICS Action Plan for Innova-
tion 2025-2030 is a document
that outlines the roadmap of
cooperation among member
states in the digital economy,
technology transfer, support for
knowledge-based companies,
and the development of an in-
novation ecosystem.

The Iranian karate athletes won three
bronze medals at the AKF Senior
Championships.

Aliasghar Asiabari defeated his Indi-
an rival to win a bronze medal at the

Iran wins three
bronzes at 2026
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In the Female Kumite -61kg, Mehrne-
gar Ahmadi beat her Vietnamese op-

Championships

Health as You Get Older

Source:
By:

Eating foods that are high in antioxidants,
healthy fats, and essential nutrients can
help support the body’s largest organ:
Your skin.

After all, the skin is often the first part of
our body to show internal trouble.

No food can reverse wrinkles or other
signs of aging. But certain foods do sup-
port skin health and help protect against
oxidative stress, one of the main causes
of skin aging. Others can also impact your
overall health and mental well-being.
This article discusses 10 of the best foods
that may help nourish your body and
mind as you grow older.

Vegetables

Broccoli

Broccoli is an anti-inflammatory, ag-
ing-support powerhouse packed with:

e vitamins C and K

« a variety of antioxidants

* fiber

« folate

e utein

e calcium

Your body needs vitamin C for the pro-
duction of collagen, the main protein in
skin that gives it strength and elasticity.
This vegetable is also packed full of the
nutrient lutein, which is linked to im-
proved memory and brain function.
Broccoli contains vitamin K and calcium,
which are essential for bone health and
the prevention of osteoporosis, so eating
this veggie may help your bones as you
get older.

Red bell pepper

Red bell peppers are loaded with anti-
oxidants which reign supreme when it
comes to aging well. In addition to their
high content of vitamin C — which is
good for collagen production — red bell

peppers contain powerful antioxidants
called carotenoids.

Carotenoids are plant pigments responsi-
ble for the bright red, yellow, and orange
colors you see in many fruits and vegeta-
bles. They have a variety of anti-inflam-
matory properties, which can benefit
your health overall and your skin health
in particular.

Spinach

Spinach is super hydrating and packed
with antioxidants, and it's considered a
superfood that has a whole host of health
benefits that include oxidative stress, eye
health, and even cancer prevention.

It's also rich in:

e vitamins A, G, E, and K

° magnesium

eiron

e |utein

This versatile leafy green’s high vitamin C

con-
tent
supports
collagen
produc- //
tion to (7
keep |
skin
firm and
smooth.
But that's
not all. The
vitamin A it
provides may play a role in hair health.
Sweet potatoes

The orange color of the sweet potato
comes from an antioxidant called be-
ta-carotene which is converted to vitamin
A, which may help restore skin elasticity
and promote skin cell turnover.

ponent to come third.

Iran’s Female Kata also seized a
bronze medal.

The Championships in Bali, Indone-
sia, brought together the continent’s
top karate athletes in the race for
Asian titles. Th competitions are be-
ing held from June 18 to 21.

Watercress

Fruit

Avocado

Blueberries

Papaya

Seeds and nuts
Nuts

Pomegranate seeds

Iran’s Foreign Ministry has dismissed media reports claiming that
the Strait of Hormuz has been closed and denied allegations that
Tehran has invited the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
to conduct new inspections of Iranian nuclear facilities.

Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei described reports of
a closure of the strategic waterway as unfounded, stressing that
commercial shipping through the Strait of Hormuz is continuing

normally.

According to Baqgaei, Iran’s Armed Forces have implemented the
necessary measures, in line with the June 18, 2026, Memorandum

[ran’s plan to ‘

connect electric-
1ty grids of SC0
member states
welcomed

The Deputy Head of the Renewable En-
ergy Organization and Electricity Energy
Efficiency Organization (SATBA) an-
nounced the welcoming of Iran’s plan to
connect the electricity grids of Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) mem-
ber states and said: The development of
renewables has increased the opportuni-
ty for convergence.

According to IRNA from the Renewable
Energy Organization and Electricity En-
ergy Efficiency Organization (SATBA),
Hamidreza Azimi at the 6th Meeting of
Energy Ministers of the Shanghai Co-
operation Organization in Bishkek, Kyr-
gyzstan, added: Based on the statement
read by the Deputy Minister of Electricity
and Energy of the Ministry of Power,
following constructive consultations be-
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the Secretariat of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization, the plan “Initiative for
Convergence and Electricity Connection
of Member States” was proposed by
Iran, which was welcomed by the coun-
tries present at this meeting.

The Deputy Head of the Renewable En-
ergy Organization and Electricity Energy
Efficiency Organization stated: In this
regard, the Ministry of Power of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has presented a
concept note for this initiative, in which
the exchange of policy experiences in de-
mand management, energy market reg-

ulation, and infrastructure development
are also among the other important axes
of cooperation.

A 5-fold increase in capacity of solar
power plants over past year

Azimi said: The Islamic Republic of Iran,
in order to diversify its energy basket and
protect the environment, has more than
quintupled the capacity of its solar re-
newable power plants over the past year.
He clarified: This approach of developing
renewable power plants, while reducing
dependence on fossil fuels, results in an-
nual savings of 2.5 billion cubic meters
in gas consumption, reduces pollutants,
and prevents the emission of 4.93 mil-
lion tons of CO2 gas, and also plays an
important role in the stability of the elec-
tricity grid, improving agricultural pro-
ductivity, and developing the welfare and
security of the country and the region.
Iranian delegation visits largest
waste-to-energy plant in Central Asia
On the sidelines of the 6th Meeting of
Energy Ministers of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization in Kyrgyzstan, the
Iranian delegation visited the Bishkek
waste incineration plant as the largest
waste-to-energy plant in Gentral Asia.

In this visit, which was conducted with
the presence of Mostafa Rajabi-Mash-
hadi, the Deputy Minister of Electricity
and Energy of the Ministry of Power, and
Hamidreza Azimi, Senior Advisor and

of Understanding on ending the war, to ensure the safe passage of
commercial vessels through the strait. He emphasized that mari-
time traffic remains uninterrupted.
The spokesman also rejected claims circulated by some media out-
lets that the Islamic Republic of Iran had invited the IAEA to inspect
its nuclear facilities, stating that no such invitation has been issued.
Referring to the MoU on ending the war, Bagaei noted that Article
8 of the agreement provides for negotiations on the nuclear issue
for 60 days, subject to the fulfillment of the prerequisites outlined
in Article 13.

provided explanations about this plant,
which was built with a $95 million invest-
ment by a Chinese company and is the
first and largest waste-to-energy plant in
Central Asia.

This facility, inaugurated in December
2025, converts more than 1,000 tons of
municipal waste per day into electricity
and generates approximately 23 to 30
megawatts of power. The development
phase of this project began in June 2026,
and upon its completion, the processing
capacity will reach 3,000 tons of waste
per day and electricity generation will
reach about 90 megawatts. At this stage,
the plant will be able to generate approx-
imately 307 million kilowatt-hours of
electricity annually and play a significant
role in supplying electricity to Bishkek.
The goal of implementing this project
is to reduce environmental pollution,
convert municipal waste into clean
energy, and develop energy infrastruc-
ture in the capital of Kyrgyzstan. Ac-
cording to the investment contract, the
electricity generated by this plant will
be sold to the Kyrgyz Ministry of Ener-
gy for 35 years at a price of 7 cents per
kilowatt-hour.

According to this report, the 6th Meet-
ing of Energy Ministers of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization was held on
Friday, in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

He further explained that under Article 9 of the memorandum, the
status of Iran’s nuclear program will remain unchanged throughout

the 60 days. Consequently, routine IAEA inspections at facilities al-

negotiations.

ready subject to monitoring, including the Bushehr Nuclear Power
Plant, will continue as before.

However, Bagaei stated that any future inspections or renewed ac-
cess to facilities where IAEA activities were suspended following
‘the criminal military attacks by the United States and the Israeli
regime’ will depend on the course and outcome of the forthcoming

The memorandum of understanding
signed on Wednesday between Tehran
and Washington marks the clearest
political acknowledgment yet of Iran’s
victory in the joint US-Israeli aggres-
sion that began on February 28. What
started as a massive military campaign
aimed at destroying Iran’s military ca-
pabilities and collapsing the Islamic
Republic has ended with Washington
accepting terms shaped by Iran’s resil-
ience and military achievements.

On the first day of the strikes, Iran’s
Leader Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei
and several senior military command-
ers were martyred. The attack was
intended to break Iran’s chain of com-
mand and force the country into rapid
collapse. Instead, Iran responded with
a coordinated and extensive missile
and drone campaign targeting Israel
and American bases across the Persian
Gulf region. The scale and precision of
Iran’s retaliation surprised US and Is-
raeli analysts, who had expected Iran’s
military infrastructure to be crippled.
Iran’s attacks inflicted severe damage
on US installations, radar systems, and
military equipment. American media
later acknowledged that several bases
in Bahrain, Kuwait, Qatar, and the UAE
suffered operational disruptions. At the
same time, Iran asserted control over
the Strait of Hormuz, restricting ship-
ping and sending shockwaves through
global markets. The move contributed
to rising fuel prices and inflation inside
the United States, adding economic
pressure to Washington’s military set-
backs.

Ultimately, after failing to achieve its
military objectives, President Donald
Trump agreed to a ceasefire with Iran
on April 8. Iran’s diplomatic engage-
ment following the truce—combined
with its demonstrated military prepar-
edness—pushed Washington toward
accepting the terms that now appear
in the MoU. The interim agreement is
widely seen as a political translation of

Tehran—Washmaton MoU: A clear admission
of Iran’s mificary and political upper hand

Iran’s battlefield success.

The MoU reflects the new balance of
power. It requires the immediate end of
all military operations, including in Leb-
anon, where Israel continues to violate
the agreement with ongoing strikes. It
lifts the US naval blockade on Iran and
reopens the Strait of Hormuz to com-
mercial shipping under mechanisms
coordinated between Iran and Oman,
the only two coastal states of the strait.
The document also launches a 60-day
verification and negotiation period
covering sanctions relief, the nuclear
file, reconstruction, economic devel-
opment, and a monitoring system for
implementation. The United States has
committed to ending all sanctions and
releasing frozen Iranian assets, while
also working with regional partners on
a $300 billion reconstruction plan for
Iran.

Iranian  officials have emphasized
that the agreement is built on “active
distrust” of the United States. They
stress that the MoU is not a diplomatic
concession but a recognition of Iran’s
strength. President Masoud Pezesh-
kian described it as a “historic doc-
ument” that sends a message from a
powerful Iran: peace is possible only
on the basis of mutual respect and
acknowledgment of Iran’s sovereignty.
Foreign Ministry spokesman Esmaeil
Baghaei stated that Iran’s military and
diplomatic capabilities forced the Unit-
ed States to accept terms it had reject-
ed before the war.

US and Israeli media have indirectly
confirmed this shift. Analysts in Wash-
ington now speak of a “strategic set-
back” and a “collapse of deterrence,”
while Israeli commentators warn that
the war exposed deep vulnerabilities
in Israel’s defenses and its dependence
on US support. Iran demonstrated that
American bases across the Middle East
are within reach and that any future
conflict would carry enormous costs
for Washington.
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