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Central Bank of Iran
hosts ACU technical
committee permanent
meeting

The permanent meeting of the Tech-
nical Committee of the Asian Clearing
Union (ACU) was hosted by the Cen-
tral Bank of Iran (CBI), focusing on the
use of member countries’ national cur-
rencies within the ACU framework, up-
grading the Union’s infrastructure for
exchanging financial messages, and
expanding the ACU’s capacity through
enhanced knowledge-sharing.
According to IRNA, citing the Central
Bank, the permanent meeting of the
Technical Committee of the Asian
Clearing Union was held virtually on
June 15, 2026, hosted by the Central
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Representatives of the member cen-
tral banks of India, Pakistan, Bangla-
desh, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar, the
Maldives, Belarus, and Bhutan partici-
pated in the meeting.

The key topics discussed included
the use of members’ national curren-
cies within the ACU mechanism for
settling payments related to imports
and exports among member states;
enhancement of the ACU’s infra-
structure for financial messaging and
payment-system connectivity; the
application of central bank digital cur-
rencies (CBDCs) of member countries
to facilitate cross-border payments;
and the expansion of the Union’s ca-
pacity through greater exchange of
knowledge and experience among
members.

The proposals approved by the com-
mittee will be submitted to the Board
of Directors of the Asian Clearing Un-
ion for approval and implementation.
The Board is scheduled to meet later
this year in Nepal.

In 2025, more than $22 billion worth
of import and export transactions in
goods and services among member
countries were settled through the
Asian Clearing Union mechanism.
According to the Union’s Secretariat,
these transactions were processed
smoothly, on time, and without inter-
ruption.

The Asian Clearing Union (ACU) is a
regional payment arrangement estab-
lished in 1974 under the auspices of
the United Nations Economic and So-
cial Commission for Asia and the Pa-
cific (UNESCAP). Its primary objective
is to facilitate payments for interna-
tional trade among member countries
while reducing dependence on exter-
nal reserve currencies and lowering
transaction costs.

The ACU operates as a multilateral
clearing mechanism through which
member central banks settle pay-
ments arising from trade and other
current-account transactions. Instead
of settling each transaction individual-
ly through correspondent banking net-
works, participating countries can off-
set payment obligations against each
other and settle only the net balances
at designated intervals. This system
helps conserve foreign exchange re-
serves, improves payment efficiency,
and supports regional economic co-
operation.

Current members include Bangladesh,
Bhutan, Belarus, India, Iran, the Mal-
dives, Myanmar, Nepal, Pakistan, and
Sri Lanka. Over the years, the Union
has expanded its services and ex-
plored new initiatives to strengthen
financial connectivity among its mem-
bers.

In recent years, the ACU has exam-
ined the use of national currencies in
cross-border settlements to reduce
exposure to exchange-rate volatility
and external financial shocks. The
organization has also discussed up-
grading its financial messaging infra-
structure, improving payment-system
interoperability, and exploring the
potential use of central bank digital
currencies (CBDCs) for international
transactions.

By promoting more efficient regional
payments and deeper financial coop-
eration, the ACU continues to play an
important role in supporting trade and
economic integration across Asia.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Government—private sector dialogue co

At the latest meeting of the
Government—Private  Sector
Dialogue Council, participants
discussed the launch of a gov-
ernment-led process, in coop-
eration with the private sector,
to identify and revise regula-
tions that hinder production
and trade.

Economic stakeholders also
stressed the need for contin-
ued government support for
businesses until the end of the
emergency period.

During the 136th meeting of
the Council, participants ex-
amined measures that could
strengthen the resilience of the
national economy, particularly
under difficult circumstances,
and emphasized the impor-
tance of maintaining support
for businesses throughout the
emergency period.

According to the Minister of
Economic Affairs and Finance,
the process of identifying and
reforming regulations that ob-
struct production and trade
has been placed on the govern-
ment’s agenda.

At the beginning of the meet-
ing, Samad Hassanzadeh, Head
of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines, and
Agriculture (ICCIMA) and Sec-
retary of the Dialogue Council,
reflected on the conditions ex-
perienced since the outbreak of
the war.

He stated that the nation and
the government had worked
together, relying on shared
policies and ideals, making sig-
nificant sacrifices to reach the
present stage.

He emphasized that the end
of the war would mark the
beginning of a new chapter of
national prosperity and that the
private sector would continue
to pursue development accord-
ingly.

Economic war has begun

Ali Madanizadeh, Minister of
Economy and Chairman of the
Council, honored the memory
of those who lost their lives
during the Ramadan War and
noted that over the past three
months the government had
sought to minimize the war’s
impact on Iran’s economy and
remove obstacles facing pro-
duction and businesses.

He stated that although the mil-
itary conflict may have ended
with the recent agreement, an
economic war has only just
begun, and the government
intends to continue its efforts
with this perspective in mind.
Madanizadeh also expressed
hope that the stock market
would remain strong and con-
tinue its positive performance.
Five-party agreement to im-
prove business environment
Keyvan Kashfi, a member of the
Iran Chamber’s Board of Direc-
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tors and Deputy Secretary of
the Dialogue Council, stressed
the importance of holding reg-
ular and, when necessary, ex-
traordinary meetings.

He announced that a five-party
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) had been prepared
to improve coordination among
institutions involved in eco-
nomic regulations and thereby
facilitate the business environ-
ment.

According to Kashfi, the draft
MoU has been prepared by the
Ministry of Economic Affairs
and Finance, the Presidential
Legal Affairs Office, the Minis-
try of Interior, the Government
Board Office, and the Iran
Chamber of Commerce. The
document is currently undergo-
ing review, approval, and signa-
ture procedures.

He said the agreement would
strengthen coordination, coher-
ence, and cooperation in efforts
to improve the business climate
and is expected to be signed at
an upcoming Council meeting.
Settlement of importers’
claims

The meeting also revisited de-
mands raised by importers of
essential goods. Morteza Zam-
anian, Deputy Minister of Econ-
omy, outlined the agreements
and actions already taken re-
garding these claims.

He explained that determining

the mechanism for settling the
debts, conducting final reviews,
and examining relevant regu-
lations had delayed payments.
However, he stated that settle-
ment would take place in the
near future.

Private-sector representatives
emphasized the urgent need to
settle outstanding claims, warn-
ing that delays were undermin-
ing confidence and motivation
among economic actors.

In response, the Minister of
Economy said the obligations
would be settled as soon as
possible and noted that the
President had already issued
the necessary instructions. He
added that state-owned banks
would be instructed not to
take action against individuals
on the relevant list until their
claims were resolved, and dis-
cussions would also be held
with the Central Bank regarding
private banks.

Trade and import challenges
Kashfi also highlighted con-
tinuing challenges in import-
ing goods through southern
ports despite efforts to develop
northern routes and new trade
corridors.

Ahmadreza Farshchian, Chair-
man of the Iran Chamber’s Im-
port Management Committee,
identified two major issues:
financing transportation cost
differentials for essential goods
and securing acceptance of
these resources by the Tax Ad-
ministration. It was agreed that
the matter would be followed
up by CGustoms authorities.
Madanizadeh  further  an-
nounced the launch of a pro-
cess to identify and reform
regulations and directives that
hinder production and trade,
inviting the Iran Chamber to
contribute its views.

He also noted that a di-
rect-transport  project  was
under consideration to reduce
trade and shipping times.
Evaluating wartime support
policies

Another major topic was the
effectiveness of government
support measures during and
after the war.

Kashfi reported that surveys of

uncil holds [56th meeting

private-sector satisfaction with
support policies revealed very
low levels of approval. Subse-
quent analysis identified several
weaknesses, including poor
coordination between policy is-
suance and implementation, in-
adequate communication with
provincial —authorities, weak
monitoring systems, confiden-
tiality surrounding some meas-
ures, shortcomings in digital
systems, and an excessive
focus on industrial producers
while neglecting sectors such
as information and communi-
cation technology, distribution
networks, and logistics servic-
es.

He stressed the need for a
dedicated economic command
structure during crises and
argued that the end of military
conflict does not necessarily
mean the end of emergency
conditions.

Participants proposed the for-
mation of a committee to re-
view existing support packages
and develop a unified, compre-
hensive, and practical support
framework that would remain
in effect throughout the emer-
gency period.

Representatives of the coop-
erative sector also called for
greater attention to coopera-
tives within support programs
and emphasized the impor-
tance of effective implementa-
tion.

In closing, Minister Madaniza-
deh noted that the support
measures had been designed
rapidly based on lessons from
the 12-day war and implement-
ed within less than a week. He
stated that the report prepared
by the Council’s Secretariat on
wartime and post-war support
measures would be reviewed
within a week and that feasible
recommendations would be
adopted.

He added that the Ministry of
Economy had established a
working group involving insur-
ance companies, tax authori-
ties, banks, and other institu-
tions to improve coordination
and help compensate business-
es that suffered losses during
the conflict.

How domestic production prevents collapse of Iran’s economy during war

The third imposed war and the U.S. military attack on
Iran served as a serious test of the country’s economic
resilience. Despite damage to certain infrastructures, a
maritime blockade, and the continuation of sanctions
pressure, the wheels of production and the supply of es-
sential goods did not stop turning. The experience once
again demonstrated a crucial reality: in today’s world,
security is not built solely behind defense systems, it is
also produced in factories.

The recent imposed war was not merely a military con-
frontation; it was a test of Iran’s real economic capacity
under simultaneous security, sanctions-related, and psy-
chological pressures. Many foreign analysts, particularly
decision-makers in the White House, believed that if crit-
ical infrastructure, supply routes, and segments of Iran’s
economic network came under pressure, the country’s
economy would suffer severe disruption. What actually
occurred, however, painted a different picture.

Despite attacks on certain infrastructure, external pres-
sures, and ongoing sanctions, Iran’s production sector
did not come to a halt, the market for essential goods
did not collapse, and the economy did not descend into
bankruptcy. This experience highlighted an important
reality once again: in modern warfare, every defense
capability relies on an economy that can continue pro-
ducing, supplying, and sustaining itself even under the
most difficult circumstances.

Today’s wars are no longer like the conventional conflicts
of the past. If military outcomes were once determined
solely on battlefields, behind trenches, or in the skies,
the equation has changed. In modern conflicts, factories,
refineries, ports, transportation networks, financial sys-
tems, and supply chains have become part of the battle-
field as well.

For years, military and economic experts have empha-
sized a key principle: a country without a resilient econ-
omy will suffer attrition in any prolonged confrontation,

even if it possesses significant military power. Recent
regional developments once again put this proposition
to the test in Iran. The central question was whether
Iran’s economy—after years of sanctions, banking re-
strictions, trade limitations, and attacks on some infra-
structure, could withstand a major shock. At least in the
recent experience, the answer was clear. Like any econ-
omy, Iran faced pressure and incurred costs, but it did
not collapse. This may be the most important economic
lesson of the recent war.

War cannot be sustained by military equipment alone
Modern conflicts are not fought solely with missiles
and military hardware. Any prolonged military operation
requires continuous economic support. Armies cannot
move without fuel. Industries cannot operate without
energy. Societies cannot endure without food, medicine,
and essential goods.

This reality has given rise to a concept that has gained
increasing global attention: defense economics. Simply
put, defense economics refers to an economic system
capable of maintaining its core functions during crises,
wars, or external pressures. It is not merely about mili-
tary budgets; it encompasses production capacity, sup-
ply networks, storage, transportation, and overall eco-
nomic stability. The recent war demonstrated that Iran
possesses greater resilience in this area than many had
assumed.

Sanctions forced economy to adapt

There is no doubt that years of sanctions have imposed
significant costs on Iran’s economy—from banking
restrictions and difficulties importing equipment to re-
duced foreign investment and pressure on external trade.
Yet sanctions also delivered an important message: the
greater the dependence, the greater the vulnerability.

As access to many foreign markets and suppliers be-
came restricted, portions of Iran’s industrial sector were
compelled to pursue a different path, greater reliance on

domestic capabilities. While this transition was neither
quick nor cost-free, it gradually created capacities whose
benefits are visible today. Much of Iran’s current strength
in industries such as pharmaceuticals, petrochemicals,
steel production, technical equipment manufacturing,
and even certain advanced technologies emerged from
this necessity.

Attacks on infrastructure: The real test

One of the most common strategies in modern warfare
is targeting an opponent’s economic infrastructure. The
logic is straightforward: if rapid military superiority can-
not be achieved, economic systems become targets.
Power plants, energy facilities, transmission lines, in-
dustrial centers, warehouses, logistics hubs, ports, and
supply routes are therefore considered highly sensitive
assets.

In the recent conflict, some of Iran’s critical infrastruc-
ture came under attack. Many outside observers expect-
ed these pressures to trigger severe domestic disrup-
tions, including shortages of goods, energy crises, or
production shutdowns. Fortunately, this did not occur.
There were certainly costs, pressures, and temporary
disruptions, but what did not happen was the collapse of
the economic system.

Why didn’t Iran’s economy collapse?

This question has become a central topic in many analy-
ses. Several factors help explain the outcome.

First, Iran’s economy had already endured numerous
shocks over the years, including severe sanctions, cur-
rency volatility, and trade restrictions. These experiences
encouraged the development of adaptive mechanisms.
Second, unlike some regional economies, Iran is not
merely a consumer economy. It possesses substantial
industrial foundations and maintains domestic produc-
tion capacity in key sectors, including energy, steel,
cement, petrochemicals, pharmaceuticals, and food
production.
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Urgent plan to in-
crease gas produc-
tion launched

The Minister of Qil has announced
the implementation of an urgent
plan to boost gas production in
the onshore sector, stating: “Uti-
lizing all available capacities, the
program to increase gas produc-
tion—alongside field development
and associated gas gathering—is
being pursued with accelerated
momentum.” In an interview with
Shana, Mohsen Paknejad stated:
“Even during the 12-day and 40-
day ward, the oil industry’s activi-
ties across various sectors did not
come to a halt, and the develop-
ment of oil and gas fields through-
out the country has continued with
full seriousness.” He added: “In
addition to ongoing operations in
the South Pars gas field and off-
shore platforms, an urgent plan to
increase gas production has also
been defined in the onshore sector
and has entered the implementa-
tion phase.” Stating that this plan
encompasses all fields under the
jurisdiction of the Central Regions
QOil Company, the Minister of Qil
emphasized: “Based on the plan-
ning carried out, we will utilize all
available capacities to increase gas
production, and we will see output
growth across all fields.”

US strategic oil
reserve falls to
4-decade low as war
on Iran drains emer-
gency stocks

The economic consequences of
Washington’s  military ~ confron-
tation with Iran are becoming in-
creasingly visible inside the United
States itself, as the country’s Stra-
tegic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) has
fallen to its lowest level in more
than four decades. According to
data reported by CNN, the U.S.
government released another 8.9
million barrels of crude oil from
its emergency reserve during the
week ending June 12. The draw-
down reduced total holdings in the
SPR to just 340.3 million barrels,
the lowest level recorded since
1983. The continued depletion of
emergency oil reserves reflects the
mounting pressure that the pro-
longed conflict with Iran has placed
on global energy markets. Faced
with rising oil prices and growing
concerns about inflation, the Trump
administration has increasingly re-
lied on the SPR to shield American
consumers and businesses from
the economic fallout of the war.
Analysts cited by CNN acknowl-
edged that large-scale reserve re-
leases have played a critical role in
preventing even sharper increases
in crude prices. However, they also
warned that the strategy is steadily
eroding a key pillar of U.S. energy
security. Since the outbreak of the
war with Iran in late February, the
reserve has reportedly declined by
approximately 75 million barrels—
an 18 percent reduction. Critics
note that while President Donald
Trump previously condemned the
use of emergency reserves during
the Biden administration, his gov-
ernment is now drawing down the
SPR at an even faster pace.
Energy experts have expressed
growing concern over the shrinking
buffer. With the reserve now less
than half full, some warn that the
United States could face significant
risks if another major disruption
strikes energy supplies. The danger
is particularly acute as the Atlantic
hurricane season intensifies, rais-
ing the possibility of production
outages in the Gulf of Mexico.
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Argentine referee Dario Herrera will offici-

Da"o ate the Belgium vs Iran match at the 2026
World Cup.

He_rr_era to FIFA has announced the refereeing team

0ff|c|ate assigned to manage the match between
Belgium and Iran, scheduled to be held

Iran VS. as part of the second round of the group

. stage of the 2026 World Cup.
Belglum Argentine referee Dario Herrera brings

the two teams together next Sunday
evening, as part of the group matches
that also include the Egyptian and New
Zealand national teams.

The match is of great importance in the
qualification race, after the first round
matches ended in a draw, with Belgium
drawing 1-1 with Egypt, while Iran and
New Zealand also drew 2-2.

Iran rejects Israeli

allegations at UN,

reaffirms right to
self-defense

Iran has firmly rejected “base-
less and distorted allegations”
made by the Israeli regime at
the United Nations, asserting
that arguing that Tehran’s recent
military actions were lawful and
proportionate measures taken in
self-defense against continued
Israeli aggression and violations
of international law.

In a letter dated 12 June to UN
Secretary-General Anténio Gu-
terres and the President of the
UN Security Council, Leonor Zal-
abata Torres, Iran’s Permanent
Representative Saeed Iravani
dismissed claims contained in
a recent Israeli communication
(S/2026/474), accusing Tel Aviv
of attempting to misrepresent
facts to justify its own unlawful
conduct.

Iravani stressed that Israel re-
mains the primary source of in-
stability in the region, citing ex-
tensive violations of international
law, including large-scale civilian
casualties in Gaza and repeated
military actions against regional
states. He argued that Israel's
invocation of self-defense under
Article 51 was legally unfounded,
given its own record of initiating
and escalating hostilities.

The Iranian diplomat stated that
[ran’s military response on 7
June 2026 was “necessary, pro-
portionate, and strictly limited to
legitimate military targets,” car-
ried out in response to repeated
Israeli violations of a ceasefire
agreement and attacks on Ira-
nian vessels, infrastructure, and
personnel. He further accused
Israel of attempting to “reverse
the factual and legal sequence of
events” by portraying itself as a
victim while engaging in unlaw-
ful use of force.

The letter also referenced prior
incidents, including ‘coordinat-
ed Israeli-U.S. military strikes
in 2025 and 2026, attacks on
Iranian  diplomatic personnel,
and an armed strike on Iranian
diplomatic premises in Damas-
cus in April 2024, all of which
constitute serious violations of
international law and diplomatic
protections.

Iravani rejected Israel’s claim
that its actions constitute lawful
self-defense, stating that a state
which initiates armed aggression
cannot subsequently invoke Arti-
cle 51 of the UN Charter to justify
further military operations.

He further dismissed Israeli
references to Lebanon’s sover-
eignty, accusing the regime of
continued violations of Lebanese
airspace and territory despite
existing ceasefire arrangements,
and describing its regional poli-
cies as part of a broader pattern
of occupation and expansion-
ism.

By:
Eating peanuts for breakfast provides a
mix of protein, fiber, healthy fats, and
important vitamins and minerals. Adding
peanuts or peanut butter to your morn-
ing meal may support fullness, blood
sugar regulation, and overall diet quality.
1. It Provides a Healthy Balance of Mi-
cronutrients

Eating peanuts for breakfast helps start
your day with a healthy balance of ma-
cronutrients.

One ounce of raw peanuts provides the
following nutrition:1

* Calories: 161

* Protein: 7.5 grams

e Fat: 14 grams; 2 grams saturated fat

e Carbohydrates: 4.5 grams

e Fiber: 2.5 grams

The combination of protein, fat, and
fiber makes peanuts a satisfying ad-
dition to breakfast. Protein helps sup-
port muscle maintenance, while fiber
slows digestion and supports gut and

Dietitians Explam Why Peanuts
Are a Nutritional Powerhouse for Breakfast

heart health.23 Furthermore, peanuts
are a complete protein, meaning they
contain all 20 essential amino acids.4
Most of the fat in peanuts is unsaturat-
ed, the type of fat associated with heart
health.5 Including fat in a meal helps
make it more filling.

Because peanuts are lower in carbohy-
drates than many traditional breakfast
foods, they can also help balance meals
higher in carbohydrates, such as oat-
meal, toast, smoothies, or fruit.

2. It Offers a Plethora of Micronutrients
Besides their healthy balance of mi-
cronutrients, peanuts are also a great
source of vitamins and minerals.

One ounce of raw peanuts contains:61

* Selenium

* Niacin

* Folate

e Vitamin E

These micronutrients have a variety of
roles in the body, all of which are es-

sential for health. Selenium supports
antioxidant defenses and immune and
thyroid health.7 Niacin, a B vitamin,
helps convert food to energy and sup-
ports cell function and communication.8
Folate is essential for making DNA and
red blood cells, and vitamin E acts as
an antioxidant to help protect cells from

into smoothies.
pudding.

made granola.

damage.910 * Sprinkle peanuts over
3. It May Reduce Food Intake Later in  avocado toast.
the Day * Pair a handful of

4. It May Help with Insulin Resistance
5. Your Diet May Improve

How to Eat Peanuts for Breakfast

» Spread peanut butter on whole-grain
toast, English muffins, or waffles.

= Stir peanut butter into
oatmeal or overnight
pats.

» Sprinkle

whole-grain toast.

peanuts with fruit and

Source:

chopped peanuts over yogurt, cottage
cheese, or smoothie bowls.

* Blend peanuts or peanut butter
 Add crushed peanuts to chia

» Mix peanuts into home- ‘

Farzaneh Sadegh, Minister of Transport and Urban Development of
Iran, traveled to Kazakhstan to follow up on the agreements made
during the President’s visit.

On the first day of her trip, she met and held talks with Nurlan Sau-
ranbayev, Minister of Transport of Kazakhstan; Serik Zhumangarin,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of National Economy of Ka-
zakhstan; and Arman Shakaliev, Minister of Trade and Integration
of Kazakhstan and head of the joint economic committee of the two
countries.

* Iran and Kazakhstan seek to establish an integrated logistics
chain

According to a report by the news base of the Ministry of Trans-
port and Urban Development, Sadegh, in a meeting with her Kazakh
counterpart, referred to the developments in key agreements on the
sidelines of the presidents’ meeting of the two countries, describing
this trip as aimed at following up on the approved resolutions. She
announced strategic proposals for the development of transport
and transit cooperation between the two countries.

Sadegh, in her meeting with Nurlan Sauranbayev, Minister of Trans-
port of Kazakhstan, thanked the country for its warm hospitality,
described bilateral cooperation in the transport sector as highly fa-
vorable, and called it one of the main areas of bilateral cooperation.
Referring to the geopolitical trends in the region, she emphasized:
“Transport cooperation between the two countries will bring signif-
icant benefits to the nations of Iran and Kazakhstan.”

The Minister of Transport and Urban Development stressed: “Iran is
the most cost-effective, shortest, and safest route for Kazakhstan’s
access to global markets.”

During this meeting, Farzaneh Sadegh put forward proposals for
the development of cooperation, including:

- Activating the eastern branch of the North-South Corridor and
removing existing obstacles based on the roadmap signed in July
2024.

- Increasing transit capacity to 20 million tons by 2030 through the
precise implementation of the roadmap.

- Connecting Chabahar Port to the railway network, which will facil-
itate Kazakhstan’s access to open waters.

- Developing the China—Kazakhstan—Iran—Europe corridor with the
aim of increasing container train traffic.

- Establishing a grain corridor and utilizing the capacity of Iran’s
ports for grain storage and transit.

- Developing the Afghanistan—-Uzbekistan corridor for cooperation
with Afghanistan in constructing the Mazar-i-Sharif-Herat railway.
- Creating an integrated logistics chain for mutual investment in the
ports of Iran and Kazakhstan.

- Facilitating investment by Kazakh companies in Shahid Rajaei,
Chabahar, Amirabad, and Aprin ports.

According to the report, Nurlan Sauranbayev also stated in this
meeting, referring to Kazakhstan’s readiness to develop transport
cooperation with Iran: “Kazakhstan seeks to make maximum use of

the capacities of the North-South Corridor and Iran’s ports.”

The Minister of Transport of Kazakhstan, seriously welcoming the
proposals of the Minister of Transport and Urban Development, em-
phasized the acceleration of the implementation of agreements and
the removal of existing obstacles, and expressed hope that joint
projects, including investment in the ports of the two countries,
would be operationalized as soon as possible.

* Obstacles to achieving 3-billion-dollar trade between Iran and
Kazakhstan must be removed quickly

Sadegh, in a meeting with Serik Zhumangarin, Deputy Prime Minis-
ter and Minister of National Economy of Kazakhstan, referring to the
privileged geopolitical position of the two countries, stated: “Iran
and Kazakhstan have unique capacities for cooperation in stabilizing
and developing transport corridors. We are ready to provide the
high capacities of our northern and southern ports for Kazakhstan'’s
access to international markets.”

She added: “Chabahar Port, as an oceanic port, can facilitate Ka-
zakhstan’s access to Southeast Asia. Also, the Chabahar-Zahedan
railway will be connected to Iran’s national railway network within
the next two to three months, and with this connection, Kazakh-
stan’s access to global markets will be realized.”

Sadegh, referring to the President’s visit to Astana six months ago,
noted: “This trip is aimed at following up on the agreements made
in the fields of transport and transit. We are pleased that the two
countries, with a long history of cooperation, can expand their co-
operation by leveraging geopolitical trends.”

The Minister of Transport and Urban Development, emphasizing
that the roadmap between the two countries aims to increase bi-
lateral trade volume to three hillion dollars, said: “We are ready to
allocate space for logistics centers for Kazakh companies not only
in Shahid Rajaei Port but also in Chabahar, Amirabad, and Aprin
ports.”

* Kazakhstan considers Iran its strategic partner

Continuing the meeting, Serik Zhumangarin, referring to the long-
standing and strong relations between the two countries, stated:
“Our bilateral cooperation entered a new phase in 2025 with the
visit of the President of Iran to Astana. Your trip to Kazakhstan coin-
cides with the socio-political developments in our country, but our
foreign policy and its priorities have not changed, and Iran is still
considered one of Kazakhstan’s important neighbors and trading
partners.”

Emphasizing Kazakhstan’s determination to develop bilateral rela-
tions and increase trade and economic ties, he added: “The North—
South Corridor is very vital for Kazakhstan and has many capacities
for transport development. We are cooperating with various parties,
including China and Russia, in this regard.”

The Deputy Prime Minister of Kazakhstan also announced: “If the
Islamic Republic of Iran wants land in Kazakhstan’s ports, we can
provide this space in the ports of Aktau and Kuryk to Iranian com-
panies. There are many capacities for cooperation, and we have no

doubt about the importance of the North-South Corridor.”

The Minister of National Economy of Kazakhstan, noting that Ka-
zakhstan does not have access to open waters, pointed out: “We
need open sea ports, ad Iran has this capacity.”

* Iran and Kazakhstan set a target of increasing trade exchanges
to 3 hillion dollars

Sadegh, in a meeting with Arman Shakaliev, Minister of Trade and
Integration of Kazakhstan and head of the joint commission for eco-
nomic cooperation between the two countries, while emphasizing
the determination of both sides to expand bilateral relations, stated
that the purpose of this trip is to follow up on the approvals of the
visit of the President of the Islamic Republic of Iran to Kazakhstan.
* Finalization of logistics terminal contract in Shahid Rajaei Port
Sadegh, referring to the cooperation priorities of the two countries,
stated: “The construction of a logistics and transit terminal for Ka-
zakhstan in the hinterland of Shahid Rajaei Port is the most impor-
tant bilateral agenda, and its contract has been finalized and is ready
for signing.”

The Minister of Transport and Urban Development added: “Given
Iran’s strategic position, the country’s logistics facilities are availa-
ble to the Kazakh side not only in Bandar Abbas but also in Chaba-
har Port and Aprin dry port to expand port relations.”

According to her, Iran’s geographical position is the easiest,
smoothest, and safest route for diversifying Kazakhstan’s exports
to target countries and plays a key role in strengthening the North—
South and East-West corridors.

In another part of her remarks, the Minister of Transport and Urban
Development, referring to the country’s experiences in rebuilding
transport infrastructure after the imposed war, stated: “With care-
ful planning and diversification of eastern and western borders, the
country’s logistics capacity overcame the maritime siege, and the
damage to bridges, roads, and tunnels was rebuilt in the shortest
possible time.”

Continuing this meeting, Arman Shakaliev, Minister of Trade and
Integration of Kazakhstan, emphasizing the special importance of
relations with Iran and referring to the holding of several business
conferences last year, said: “Currently, the value of trade exchanges
between the two countries is 3 million dollars, which, according to
the order of the presidents of the two countries, must be increased
to 3 billion dollars.”

The head of the joint committee for cooperation between the two
countries added: “The construction of a logistics center in Bandar
Abbas will elevate the relations between the two countries to a new
level, and the Kazakh side is committed to signing an agreement
based on mutual interests and respect.”

Shakaliev, stating that the roadmap and the readiness of Kazakh-
stan’s private sector for joint projects have been provided, noted:
“Our country has a serious determination to develop economic co-
operation and declares its full readiness to activate Kazakhstan’s
private sector in Anzali and Amirabad ports.”
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