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Riseinanera
of global contraction

How did the driving force of Iran’s
steel industry manage to reach 43rd
place globally by turning geopolitical
crises into a technological advantage?
While the global steel industry in
2025 was grappling with a 2 percent
decline in production and a broad-
based downturn, the industrial giants
of the Middle East chose a different
path. The World Steel Association’s
2026 report carries a clear message
for international markets: Mobarakeh
Steel not only preserved its position
in these turbulent conditions, but
by rising to 43rd place among the
world’s top producers, it has also
become a symbol of industrial resil-
ience.

This rise took place while the region
was facing some of the most com-
plex geopolitical challenges and se-
curity threats, including attacks on
industrial infrastructure.

Rise in an era of global recession
Global crude steel production reached
1,849 million tonnes in 2025, reflect-
ing the continuation of the downward
trend from the historic peak of 2021.
At a time when traditional powers
such as Japan, Russia, and South
Korea experienced declines in output,
Iran, with 1.9 percent growth and 32
million tonnes of steel production,
consolidated its position among the
world’s top 10 producers.

At the center of this national growth,
Mobarakeh Steel, with output of
10.29 million tonnes, succeeded in
improving its global ranking from
44th to 43rd. This achievement is
more than a statistical milestone; it
demonstrates the company’s abil-
ity to manage crises and sustain its
supply chain under the most difficult
operating conditions.

The DRI Leader: An advantage in
the era of green steel

One of the most outstanding strengths
in Iran’s international record, with
Mobarakeh Steel as its driving force,
is the country’s achievement of first
place in the world in direct reduced
iron (DRI) production. In 2025, Iran,
with 37.2 million tonnes of DRI out-
put, accounted for nearly one-quarter
of global production of this key prod-
uct. This leadership is not merely a
quantitative advantage; it is also a
qualitative advantage on the path to-
ward green steel.

While 69.4 percent of the world’s
steel is still produced through the
traditional and polluting blast furnace
route, Iran’s technological structure is
such that 91.9 percent of its produc-
tion is generated through the electric
arc furnace (EAF) route. The carbon
emission intensity of this method
(1.66 tonnes of CO2) is significantly
lower than that of the blast furnace
method (2.66 tonnes), placing Mo-
barakeh Steel in a strong position to
face future stringent carbon regula-
tions, such as the European Union’s
CBAM mechanism.

A stronghold of production: geopo-
litical resilience

Mobarakeh Steel's rise in the global
ranking has been achieved against
a backdrop of energy constraints,
technology sanctions, and direct
physical threats. Unlike many global
competitors operating in stable envi-
ronments, Mobarakeh Steel has been
able, by relying on indigenous exper-
tise and a strategy of “continuity of
production under risk conditions,” to
serve as an anchor of economic sta-
bility in the regional steel value chain.
This vast industrial complex has
demonstrated that even amid mili-
tary and geopolitical tensions, Iran’s
industrial capacities do not come to
a halt; rather, they continue to grow.
A strong presence in international
markets

In 2025, Iran maintained its position
as the world’s tenth-largest steel ex-
porter, with 13.5 million tonnes of
steel exports. Particularly notewor-
thy is Iran’s fourth-place ranking in
net exports (export surplus relative
to imports), at 12.0 million tonnes,
placing it after China, Japan, and
South Korea.

_www.esfahan-news.com

$900m in resources attracted fo It

The CEO of SATBA (Iran’s
Renewable Energy and
Energy Efficiency Or-

ganization)  announced
the receipt of more than
$900 million in resources
for the development of
renewable power plants,
and spoke of plans to
launch the country’s first
solar project fund, offer
home solar packages
equipped with hybrid in-
verters and storage, and
target achieving 12,000
MW of renewable capac-
ity by the end of the year.
According to  IRNA,
Mohsen Tarztalab told
reporters, while explain-
ing the latest status of
financing,  equipment
imports, and develop-
ment of renewable power
plants: The National De-
velopment Fund’s com-
mitment to supply the
foreign currency needed
for this sector was $1.8
billion, all of which was
supposed to be allocat-
ed last year, but so far
about 50% of it has been
received.

He added: From the re-
sources made available
to this sector through
cooperation with the Na-
tional Development Fund
and the mechanisms
foreseen, more than
$900 million has been
received so far, and there
has been no particular
problem in supplying re-
sources.

The CEO of SATBA, refer-
ring to the financing pro-
gram for 8,000 MW of
renewable power plants
to be transferred to the
private sector, stated:
Although the necessary
approvals and earmark-
ings have been issued
and communicated to the
Central Bank, no foreign
currency has yet been
made available to the
private sector from this
source. However, coor-
dination among SATBA,
the National Develop-
ment Fund, and the Cen-
tral Bank has been good,
and follow-ups continue
to accelerate resource
allocation.

Regarding the achieve-
ment of the renewable
development target
by the end of the year,
Tarztalab said: Our plan
is to reach 12,000 MW of
renewable capacity with-
in the framework of the
Seventh  Development
Plan, and despite some
delays, we still consider
this goal achievable.

He cited the main reason

for the recent slowdown
in implementation not as
a currency shortage, but
as delays in the entry of
purchased  equipment
into the country, adding:
In recent months, due to
restrictions and transport
problems, some equip-
ment did not enter the
country on time, but now
equipment is entering
via land, rail, sea, and air
routes, and we hope to
make up for this delay in
the coming months.

The CEO of SATBA em-
phasized: The support
of the government and
the Ministry of Energy
for the development of
renewables is serious,
and we consider our-
selves obligated to bring
this program to fruition.
If there is any shortfall
in achieving the goals, it
will be on our part, not
due to a lack of will or
support.

* Launch of a solar pro-
ject fund

Tarztalab announced the
launch of the country’s
first solar project fund
and noted: In all likeli-
hood, within the next two
to three weeks, the first
project fund in the solar
sector will be launched,
with a capacity of 500
MW.

He added: In this model,
people and industries
can participate in solar
projects and buy shares.
The aim is to increase
public participation in
the  development of
clean energy, in addition
to attracting popular
capital.

* Plans to develop
15,000 MW of small-
scale power plants

The CEO of SATBA, refer-
ring to the organization’s
new approach to devel-
oping household, com-
mercial, and agricultural
solar power plants, said:
A proposal has been sub-
mitted to the government
based on which 15,000
MW of small-scale power
plants can be rapidly im-
plemented in the country.
He explained: In this
program, both domestic
manufacturing of equip-
ment and import of nec-
essary items are pursued
to enable the rapid instal-
lation of solar systems at
household and branch
scales.

Referring to the limi-
tation of rial resources
for the development of
household power plants,
Tarztalab added: So far,

due to resource con-
straints, the payment of
facilities in this sector
has been limited, and
banks have also need-
ed time to adapt to new
mechanisms. However, a
proposal to increase rial
resources to cover more
applicants  has  been
submitted to the govern-
ment.

* Offering home solar
packages with hybrid
inverter

He announced the pos-
sibility of using hybrid
inverters in solar sys-
tems and said: With the
permits issued, it is now
possible to use inverters
that allow a family or
commercial complex to
use its own solar power
during peak load times or
power outages.

The CEQ of SATBA con-
tinued: At the same time,
the use of storage sys-
tems in these systems
has been permitted, and
related packages includ-
ing solar panels, hybrid
inverters, and batteries
have been imported into
the country. These pack-
ages will be offered soon,
and their development is
on SATBA's agenda.

* Mandating offices
to install solar power
plants

Tarztalab also announced
regarding the status
of installing renewable
power plants in govern-
ment agencies: Installing
solar power plants for
offices is mandatory, and
even the assigned share
has been increased from
20% to 40%.

He added: According to
the President’s order,
if agencies fail to com-
ply with this obligation,
measures including
power cuts are fore-
seen. SATBA has also
announced its readiness
to implement any office’s
request to install a solar
system on its rooftop,
yard, or available space,
provided that the cost is
paid.

The CEQ of SATBA stat-
ed that it is estimated
only 25-30% of offices
have taken action in this
regard so far, and said:
The potential capacity
of offices to install solar
power plants is about
1,500 MW, and if this
load is removed from the
grid, it will greatly help
power supply and reduce
pressure on the grid.

He added: SATBA is even
ready to receive the cost

of implementing these
projects gradually from
the agencies to facilitate
project implementation.
* Emphasis on public
participation in clean
energy development
The CEO of SATBA, em-
phasizing that the devel-
opment of renewables
must reach the level of
public participation, said:
Our goal is for people to
be not only consumers
but also partners in the
development of clean
energy; to have more
reliable electricity and,
if they wish, to invest in
this field.

He noted: The fewer the
obstacles to transport
and equipment supply,
the faster we can advance
these programs and
utilize the capacities of
the people, government,
industries, and available
financial resources for
the development of re-
newable energies.

* SATBA’s goal to train
200,000 renewable en-
ergy specialists within
5 years

The CEO of SATBA also
announced  that  the
country’s renewable
energy industry is en-
tering a new phase, and
said: With the develop-
ment of household and
branch power plants
and systems equipped
with hybrid inverters and
storage, training skilled
human resources has
become one of the main
necessities, and accord-
ingly, training 200,000
people is foreseen in the
five-year plan.

Tarztalab, speaking at a
ceremony to equip and
launch 17 specialized
solar energy training
centers on Monday, and
referring to the accel-
erating development of
solar power plants in the
country, stated: Today, it
is no longer just about
installing and operat-
ing solar power plants;
rather, the renewable
industry is entering a
new phase using hybrid
inverters, grid-connect-
ed and off-grid systems,
and energy storage sys-
tems.

He added: The use of
these equipment creates
a new chapter in educa-
tion and skills training,
and it is necessary for
technical and vocational
training centers, the Na-
tional University of Skills,
and the Niroo Research
Institute to be equipped

with  new equipment
such as hybrid inverters
and storage systems so
that trainees become
familiar with the latest
technologies in this field.
The CEO of SATBA, refer-
ring to the planning for
training specialist human
resources, said: In the
five-year plan, training
200,000 people in the
field of renewable ener-
gy is foreseen. This is an
exceptional opportunity
to carry out experience
transfer, education, and
skills training simultane-
ously with the implemen-
tation of development
projects.

Tarztalab  emphasized:
Those who participate
today in workshops and
implementation projects
and gain  experience
alongside project imple-
mentation will play a very
effective role in the devel-
opment of this industry
in the future.

Referring to the necessi-
ty of equipping the coun-
try’s training centers, he
continued: We expect a

The CEQ

of SATBA
emphasized:
The support of
the government
and the
Ministry of
Energy for the

development
of renewahles

is seriou_s and
we consider
ourselves

obligated to
bring this
program to
fruition. If

there is any
shortfall in
achieving the
goals, it will

be on our part,
not due to a

lack of will or
support

precise plan to be pre-
sented for equipping
technical and vocational
centers, the National Uni-
versity of Skills, and the
Niroo Research Institute
so that we can supply the
necessary equipment, in-
cluding hybrid systems,
storage systems, and
equipment of various
capacities and sizes, and
strengthen the training
process.

The CEQ of SATBA, stat-
ing that SATBA's new
approach is moving to-
wards branch and house-
hold power plants, said:
In the new programs,
part of the focus is shift-
ing from large-scale and
small-scale power plants
to branch power plants,
rooftop power plants,
household, commercial,
and agricultural power
plants.

Tarztalab added: In this
model, small packages
including solar panels,
hybrid inverters, and

les; home solar packages to be offered soon

batteries are designed
so that every citizen can
easily use these systems.
Achieving this goal re-
quires general and spe-
cialized training for the
installation,  operation,
and maintenance of this
equipment.

He announced SATBA’s
planning for the devel-
opment of small-scale
power plants and noted:
There is a possibility of
operationalizing 15,000
MW of small-scale power
plants with an approach
towards household,
commercial, and agricul-
tural power plants in the
country, and the plan has
been submitted. We hope
that with the support of
the government and the
President, this path will
be pursued more quickly.
The CEOQ of SATBA, re-
ferring to the goals of the
Seventh  Development
Plan, stated: In the Sev-
enth Plan, a capacity of
12,000 MW is foreseen
for renewable energies,
and we have planned to
reach this goal by the
end of the year. This is
while last year’s capacity
was about 4,300 to 4,500
MW, and achieving the
new goal means roughly
tripling the existing ca-
pacity.

Tarztalab clarified: De-
veloping this capacity
means that human re-
sources, training centers,
and skills infrastructure
must also be developed
accordingly. All stages
from design to installa-
tion, implementation, op-
eration, and maintenance
should be carried out as
much as possible inside
the country by Iranian
specialists.

Referring to the technical
capability of the coun-
try’s specialists, he said:
Today, in many projects,
the design, installation,
and implementation of
power plants are carried
out by Iranian engineers
and specialists, and we
have now entered the op-
erational phase of small,
medium, and large pro-
jects — a phase that re-
quires more specialized
skills and more precise
training.

The CEO of SATBA also
emphasized: Renewable
energies are not limited
to solar power plants,
and the development of
wind power plants is also
seriously on the agenda.
This field also requires
training specialist per-
sonnel and creating
appropriate educational
capacities.

Tarztalab,  announcing
SATBA’'s readiness to
support the development
of skills training, said:
Whatever program the
Technical and Vocational
Organization, the Nation-
al University of Skills,
and the Niroo Research
Institute present for the
development of train-
ing, equipping centers,
and training the coun-
try’s youth in the field of
renewables, SATBA is
ready to cooperate and
support so that this path
continues  with  order-
ly and forward-looking
planning.

Iran war shat-
ters global
markets,
leaves US
economy,
Trump’s base
in ruins

More than 100 days
into the US-Israeli war
against Iran, the eco-
nomic fallout is crippling
economies  worldwide,
but few are suffering
as badly as the United
States.

Global energy and fer-
tilizer prices have ex-
ploded after the conflict
throttled production
across the West Asia
and choked the Strait of
Hormuz. Yet rather than
projecting strength,
Washington finds its
own farm belt, a key
Trump constituency, in
open distress.

Long before the war be-
gan in late February, US
agriculture was already
broken. Trump’s trade
tariffs, harsh immigra-
tion policies, and deep
cuts to USDA aid had left
farmers reeling. Now,
diesel prices are at their
highest since 2022, and
fertilizer costs remain
punishing. Cornell econ-
omist Christopher Bar-
rett calls it “truly tough
times,” noting  that
farmers face skyrocket-
ing input prices on top
of labor shortages and
vanishing support.
The numbers tell a sto-
ry of collapse. A Purdue
University survey shows
two-thirds of farmers
expect the war to hit
their net income nega-
tively, only 13% see any
benefit. More strikingly,
the share of Americans
believing the country is
on the “right track” has
plunged from 74% in
July 2025 to just 52% in
May 2026. Those seeing
a “wrong track” nearly
doubled to 48%. As For-
eign Policy notes, farm-
ers are “gradually losing
confidence” in Trump’s
policies.

Trump’s response has
been weak: vague prom-
ises of “good things” in
90 days and talk of more
aid. But past bailouts —
$28 billion during his
first term, another $12
billion last December,
failed to restore lost
soybean export mar-
kets. Economist Wesley
Davis calls the growing
farmer discontent “strik-
ing” for a traditionally
Republican base. Mean-
while, the administra-
tion admits the crisis is
“artificial” but offers no
real solution.

The US is not alone, Bra-
zil, Pakistan, and India
are also suffering, but
for a superpower that
once dominated global
agriculture, the sight of
its own heartland beg-
ging for relief while the
war drags on is a pro-
found downgrade. With
midterms approaching,
Trump’s political foun-
dation is cracking under
the weight of his own
war.
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Lebanon ceasefire
central to Iran-US
agreement: Bagaei

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Esmaeil Bagaei said Mon-
day that the recently finalized
memorandum of understand-
ing (MoU) between Iran and
the United States establishes a
framework for ending military
confrontation across all fronts,
including Lebanon, while em-
phasizing that Tehran will closely
monitor implementation of the
agreement and continue pursu-
ing accountability for wartime
actions against Iran.

Speaking at his weekly press
conference, Bagaei described
the agreement as a major dip-
lomatic breakthrough achieved
after more than three months
of conflict. He said the MoU
provides for an immediate and
permanent halt to military oper-
ations, includes provisions relat-
ed to Lebanon’s sovereignty and
territorial integrity, and outlines a
process for addressing broader
political, economic, and security
issues.

According to Baqaei, ending the
war in Lebanon is an inseparable
component of the understand-
ing reached between Tehran
and Washington. He noted that
Lebanon is explicitly referenced
multiple times in the text, reflect-
ing commitments to end hostil-
ities and uphold the country’s
sovereignty.

The spokesman said Israel at-
tempted to undermine efforts
to reach the agreement through
continued military actions, in-
cluding strikes on Beirut’s south-
ern suburbs during the final
stages of negotiations. However,
he argued that the attacks failed
to derail the diplomatic process
and instead reinforced coordina-
tion among Iran and its regional
allies.

“History will show that Iran and
its partners did not allow these
actions to distract them from se-
curing the interests of Iran and
Lebanon,” Bagaei said, adding
that the developments strength-
ened cohesion within the Resist-
ance Front.

Baqaei stressed that while the
agreement aims to reduce ten-
sions and prevent further con-
flict, it does not mean Iran will
overlook ‘crimes committed
during the war.’” He said Tehran
would continue documenting
violations, pursuing legal and
diplomatic avenues for account-
ability, and seeking justice for
Iranian military personnel and ci-
vilians killed during the conflict.
He also criticized attacks on
Iran’s nuclear facilities and ac-
cused international organiza-
tions, including the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), of
failing to respond adequately to
those incidents.

Providing  additional ~ details
about the agreement, Bagaei
said arrangements are being fi-
nalized for the signing ceremony,
expected to take place in Swit-
zerland following consultations
with regional partners. He noted
that Tehran plans to publish both
the text of the memorandum and
an explanatory factsheet upon
signing.

The spokesman said the agree-
ment includes provisions related
to the release of Iranian assets
abroad, compensation for war-
time damages, the removal of
obstacles to Iran’s oil and petro-
chemical exports, and the launch
of negotiations on sanctions re-
lief and nuclear-related issues
within a defined timeframe after
the signing.
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When it comes to the healthiest milk
alternatives for overall nutrition, in-
cluding protein and calcium, soy and
pea milk are the best options. Second
to those, hemp can also provide good
nutritional value compared to cow’s
milk.

1. Soy Milk

Soy milk, made from soybeans and
water, contains nutrients that may

provide several health benefits. These
include plant-based compounds called
isoflavones, which act as antioxidants
in the body and help prevent inflam-
mation and improve heart health by
reducing blood pressure and lowering

Iran held by New
Zealand in 2026
FIFA World Cup
opener

Iran national football team and New
Zealand shared the spoilsina 1-1 draw
in their 2026 FIFA World Cup opener
early Tuesday. At SoFi Stadium, Elijah
Just gave New Zealand an early lead
just seven minutes into the match,
linking up with striker Chris Wood
inside Iran’s box before unleashing
a powerful volley into the roof of the

net. Iran responded in the 32nd min-
ute, when Ramin Rezaeian pounced
on a loose ball in the area and stabbed
it home to level the score at 1-1. Just
struck again in the 54th minute to re-
store New Zealand’s advantage, but
Mohammad Mohebbi brought Iran
back on terms 10 minutes later with a
header set up by Rezaeian.

3 Dairy-Free Milk Alternatives
With the Most Protem and Caloim
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Regarding overall nutrition, soy milk is
often the closest to cow’s milk in nu-
trient content among plant-based milk
alternatives. This is because it’s often
fortified with calcium and other vita-
mins, suchas Aand D.4

Soy Milk Nutrition

While brands vary in nutritional con-
tent, unsweetened soy milk tends
to offer the best nutritional value. A
one-cup serving also contains good
amounts of vitamins D, A, E, and B12,
as well as potassium, riboflavin, folate,
and other nutrients.7

* Calories: 93

* Sodium: 83 mg

e Carbohydrates: 3.2 g

eSugar:1.4g

e Protein: 8.7 g

e Calcium: 246 mg

2. Pea Milk

Pea milk, made from yellow peas, is
another plant-based milk alternative
that is nutritionally similar to milk.
Overall, it doesn’t provide as many
nutrients as fortified soy milk, but it
does have more calcium per one-cup
serving, as well as vitamin D and iron.8
Pea Milk Nutrition

A one-cup serving of pea milk also

provides some vitamin D, iron, ribo-
flavin, phosphorous, potassium, and
other nutrients.8

* Calories: 70

eFat:4.5¢

e Sodium: 130 mg

e Carbohydrates: 0 ¢

eSugar:0g

* Protein: 8 g

e Calcium: 451 mg

3. Hemp Milk

Hemp milk is another popular plant-
based milk option. It's made from
whole hemp seeds and provides
healthy fat, with modest amounts of
plant protein and minimal carbs.

It’s also lower in calories than both soy
and pea protein, but not by much, and
it contains higher levels of fat. The fats,
however, are omega-6 and omega-3
fats, which are healthy. 1110

Hemp Milk Nutrition

A one-cup serving of unsweetened
hemp milk also contains some vitamin
D, iron, potassium, and magnesium.9
* Calories: 60

eFat:5¢g

e Sodium: 120 mg

e Carbohydrates: 1 g

eSugar:1g

* Protein: 3 g

e Calcium: 288 mg

bias production m SP phases 24-22 to merease by 4mom per day

The project manager for the development of South Pars phases 22-24
said: With the start of drilling operations for new wells in these phases
in the near future and the completion of the remaining sections, the
rich gas production capacity of this project will increase by approxi-

mately 4 million cubic meters per day.

According to IRNA, Amirfarzan Fazelian, referring to the planning for
the completion of the development project of South Pars phases 22-
24 — which is among the 35-month projects of this field — stated:
The complementary activities of this project are being planned and
implemented in various sectors, and the ground has been prepared

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
said Friday that Tehran and Washington
could announce an initial understanding
within the coming days, while empha-
sizing that any arrangement remains
subject to final approval and would mark
only the first stage of a broader diplo-
matic process.

Speaking in a televised interview, Aragh-
chi described the prospective memoran-
dum of understanding as a mechanism
to consolidate ‘Iran’s strategic gains’ fol-
lowing the recent conflict involving the
United States and Israel.

“Iran emerged victorious from this war,
and the Iranian people are the true win-
ners,” Araghchi said, arguing that Teh-
ran had prevented its adversaries from
achieving their objectives despite their
superior military capabilities.

According to the foreign minister, ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts are centered on a
14-point framework that has undergone
extensive review by Iran’s key deci-
sion-making bodies, including the Su-
preme National Security Council. While
details of the document remain subject
to revision, Araghchi said the provisions
form an integrated package and would
be disclosed after finalization.

He explained that the diplomatic process
would unfold in two phases. The first
would involve the conclusion of a mem-
orandum of understanding between Iran
and the United States, potentially within
days, while the second stage would fo-
cus on negotiations to reach a compre-
hensive agreement.

Araghchi stated that the release of Irani-
an assets frozen abroad would accom-
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pany the signing of the memorandum,
adding that the signing could take place
digitally. The subsequent negotiating
phase is expected to last approximately
60 days.

Sensitive issues, including uranium en-
richment and Iran’s stockpile of highly
enriched uranium, would be addressed
during the second phase, he said. Tehran
maintains that any dilution of highly en-
riched uranium must occur exclusively
inside Iran.

The foreign minister also said future
negotiations would address the lifting
of US sanctions and other outstanding
disputes between the two countries.
Addressing regional issues, Iran’s top
diplomat stressed that Lebanon remains
an integral component of Iran’s strategic
calculations and said any lasting resolu-
tion to regional tensions must include an
Israeli withdrawal from territories occu-
pied in Lebanon.

Under the proposed framework, hos-
tilities would cease across all fronts,
including Lebanon, while both sides
would commit to refraining from the use
of force. Araghchi said the arrangement
would be based on mutual respect for
sovereignty, describing it as the first in-
stance in which the United States would
formally acknowledge and document re-
spect for Iran’s sovereignty.

The foreign minister added that the
agreement’s first provision calls for the
removal of ‘an illegal US naval block-
ade,” while another component would
establish an economic reconstruction
program designed to compensate for
war-related damages and support Iran’s

for advancing the remaining stages of the project.
He added: The planned programs include the execution of the remain-
ing sections in onshore, offshore, pipeline, and drilling areas, which
will be pursued relying on the technical expertise of domestic person-
nel and utilizing the capacity of Iranian contractors and manufacturers.
The project manager for the development of South Pars phases 22-
24, referring to the follow-ups by the Deputy for Development Pro-
jects in finalizing the structure of the remaining work, continued: With
the allocation of a drilling rig and its transfer and installation at the
platform site of phase 23, drilling operations will begin soon, and the

o [ Savs under-
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economy through significant financial
investment.

Araghchi cautioned, however, that the
second phase of negotiations would
proceed only if meaningful progress is
achieved. Failure to advance toward a fi-
nal agreement, he said, would result in a
return to pre-memorandum conditions.
“We are not dealing with parties that
have always honored their commit-
ments,” Araghchi said. “We must ensure
that there are no opportunities for viola-
tions and rely on our own capabilities to
safeguard any agreement.”

The foreign minister also acknowledged
opposition to a potential US-Iran agree-
ment, identifying Israel as the principal
opponent of such a deal.

On maritime security, Araghchi revealed
that Iran and Oman are finalizing a joint
legal and operational framework for
managing transit through the Strait of
Hormuz, with an announcement expect-
ed within 60 days. He said Iranian armed
forces would continue to guarantee se-
curity in the strategic waterway.
Referring to recent US actions in the re-
gion, Araghchi argued that threats and
military pressure only complicate diplo-
matic efforts, reiterating that Iran would
not yield under coercion and remains
prepared to respond to any aggression.
He concluded by emphasizing the close
coordination between Iran’s foreign min-
ister and armed forces, describing them
as complementary instruments pursuing
the same national objectives. Araghchi
also credited public mobilization and
media efforts during the conflict as key
pillars of Iran’s broader defense strategy.

process of carrying out complementary activities will continue with

greater speed.

imbalance.

Fazelian stated that completing this project is one of the important
plans of Pars Qil and Gas Company in the field of increasing pro-
duction capacity from the joint South Pars field, and clarified: With
the operation of the remaining sections of the project, the rich gas
production capacity in these phases will increase by about 4 million
cubic meters per day, which can play an effective role in sustaina-
ble energy supply and compensating for part of the country’s gas

S [

Prominent Palestinian analyst and
editor-in-chief of Rai Al-Youm, Abdel
Bari Atwan, has argued that Iran’s
strategic leverage and military deter-
rence played a decisive role in shap-
ing recent developments surrounding
a potential agreement between Tehran
and Washington.

In an editorial, Atwan revealed that US
President Donald Trump ultimately
concluded that victory against Iran
was unattainable after more than 100
days of conflict triggered by ‘Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
efforts to draw the United States into
war.” According to Atwan, the growing
risk of failure outweighed any pros-
pect of success, prompting Washing-
ton to seek a political settlement.

He asserted that the proposed frame-
work under discussion would pave
the way for a ceasefire, prevent the
expansion of a broader regional war
of attrition, and recognize Iran’s and
Oman’s authority over the Strait of
Hormuz. Atwan argued that such de-
velopments reflect strategic realities
that Washington can no longer ignore.
The veteran commentator further con-
tended that Trump had been misled by
Netanyahu regarding the prospects of
the conflict and is now compelled to
negotiate with the Islamic Republic—
an outcome that contrasts with the
original objectives of the war.

He also suggested that any ceasefire
arrangement would need to encom-

[ran’s strategic leverage
forced a shaf¢ m US approach: analyst

pass multiple regional fronts, includ-
ing Lebanon, in line with Tehran’s
position.

According to Atwan, postponing de-
cisions on contentious issues, par-
ticularly Iran’s nuclear program, and
referring them to future negotiations,
alongside the gradual easing of sanc-
tions and the release of frozen Iranian
assets, would represent significant
gains for Tehran. He attributed these
developments to ‘Iran’s calculated
diplomacy,” coupled with its ability to
establish credible military deterrence
against potential US or Israeli action
in and around the Strait of Hormuz.
Atwan noted that Iran had spent a
few years negotiating with the United
States and European countries over
its nuclear program without making
concessions on key issues, including
uranium enrichment. He argued that
Tehran entered the confrontation with
several strategic advantages, includ-
ing its nuclear capabilities, indigenous
missile and drone programs, and the
unity of regional resistance fronts.
Concluding his analysis, Atwan main-
tained that regardless of the ultimate
fate of any agreement, the conflict had
exposed strategic miscalculations by
Washington and Tel Aviv. He argued
that future political developments,
including upcoming US elections,
would provide a clearer assessment
of the consequences of those deci-
sions.
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