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29 1dle mines revived in Zanjan province in a year

US adventurism:
Apache down, F-35
hangar hit, oil up

The latest exchange of fire be-
tween Iran and the United States
highlights Washington’s bad faith
in the April ceasefire and Tehran’s
resolve to respond to any aggres-
sion. It is the most serious escala-
tion since the April 8 truce halted
the joint US—Israeli war that began
on February 28.

The escalation began late Tuesday
when the United States launched
strikes on areas in Hormozgan
province and along the Persian
Gulf coastline in southern Iran us-
ing projectiles. Qeshm Island was
among the sites targeted.

At least two water reservoirs in
the Bomani district of Sirik Coun-
ty were hit, temporarily cutting
off drinking water supplies to the
area. Local authorities reported
significant disruption to civilian
infrastructure as a result.

The managing director of the
Hormozgan Water and Wastewa-
ter Company said the US strikes
completely destroyed critical water
infrastructure in the eastern part
of the province, leaving more than
20,000 residents without access to
drinking water as summer temper-
atures soared.

Abdolhamid  Hamzehpour told
local media on Wednesday that
American strikes hit water supply
facilities in Sirik County, targeting
the distribution network for the
town of Kuhestak and ten villages
in the Bemani district.

The US Central Command said
it had begun strikes against Iran
following the crash of a US Army
Apache helicopter off the coast of
Oman. President Donald Trump
acknowledged that the helicopter
had gone down near the Strait of
Hormuz, accusing Iran of downing
it.

Iranian officials and military forces
have denied any role in the inci-
dent, warning that any act of ag-
gression against the country will
not go unanswered.

Analysts and regional observers
have suggested that the helicop-
ter mission itself may have been
linked to a broader US operational
attempt to reopen or secure great-
er control over the Strait of Hor-
muz following rising tensions in
the region. However, the mission
appears to have failed after the
aircraft crash, an incident that then
triggered further escalation. Oil
prices rose in the aftermath of the
US adventurism, reflecting grow-
ing market concerns over regional
instability.

In response to the latest US ag-
gression, lIran struck American
bases across the Persian Gulf
region. The Islamic Revolution
Guards Corps (IRGC) targeted the
US Navy’s Fifth Fleet in Bahrain
with missile and drone attacks as
part of a broader retaliatory cam-
paign.

Iranian armed forces also carried
out strikes against US military fa-
cilities in Jordan and Kuwait dur-
ing the early hours of Wednesday.
The IRGC announced that it had
launched missile attacks on four
US targets in Jordan and destroyed
an F-35 hangar. The attacks were
carried out jointly by the IRGC and
the Iranian Army.

The IRGC also said it shot down
an American MQ-9 drone near the
Strait of Hormuz. A General Atom-
ics MQ-9 Reaper was intercepted
and destroyed over the city of Jam
in Iran’s Bushehr Province during
ongoing military confrontations
near the strategic waterway, ac-
cording to the IRGC.

US violate intl. law

In a statement on Wednesday,
Iran’s Foreign Ministry said the
country’s armed forces had dealt a
heavy blow to US bases and assets
in the region that were identified as
the origin of American aggression.

The Deputy of Technical and
Engineering of Iran’s Renewa-
ble Energy and Energy Efficien-
cy Organization (SATBA) wrote
in a note: The development of
renewable power plants can
lead to favorable results only
when carried out based on pre-
cise technical standards, clear
environmental  requirements,
and continuous monitoring.
Alireza  Parandeh  Motlagh
wrote: Environment Week is
an opportunity to rethink the
methods of energy production,
consumption, and manage-
ment. In today’s world, energy
production is no longer merely
an economic or technical issue,
but has a direct connection with
quality of life, public health, sus-
tainability of natural resources,
and the future of coming gen-
erations. Renewable energies,
as one of the cleanest methods
of electricity generation, play
an important role in reducing
dependence on fossil fuels and
reducing the environmental
impacts caused by energy pro-
duction. However, the develop-
ment of these power plants can
lead to favorable results only
when carried out based on pre-
cise technical standards, clear
environmental  requirements,
continuous monitoring, and the
use of quality equipment.

For this reason, despite the
great importance of increas-
ing clean electricity generation
capacity, our view of the de-
velopment of renewable power
plants is not merely increasing
installed capacity and electricity
production, because we believe
that this development must be
principled, safe, sustainable,
and in accordance with tech-
nical and environmental crite-

ria. A renewable power plant
can properly serve sustainable
development only when it is
implemented from the site
selection and design stage to
equipment supply, construc-
tion, grid connection, opera-
tion, and maintenance based
on valid standards and specific
regulations. Therefore, formu-
lating and updating standards,
guidelines, and technical re-
quirements is one of SATBAs
most important missions.

Solar power plants, especially in
recent years, have received se-
rious attention due to the high
solar radiation capacity in the
country and the possibility of
construction at various scales.
However, the widespread devel-
opment of these power plants
requires serious attention to
the quality of panels, inverters,
structures, cables, protective
equipment, monitoring  Sys-
tems, arrangement of panels,
installation angle, resistance to
climatic conditions, grid con-
nection requirements, and safe-
ty considerations. If technical
standards are not observed in
any of these stages, the plant’s
efficiency decreases, the useful
life of equipment is reduced,
and problems may even arise
for the grid or the surrounding
environment. Therefore, stand-
ardization is not an administra-
tive measure, but a strategic ne-
cessity to maintain investment
quality and the sustainability of
clean electricity generation.

In the field of wind power
plants, attention to technical
criteria is of particular impor-
tance. Selecting the appropriate
location, accurately assessing
wind potential, studying geo-
logical conditions, analyzing

‘Unprovoked aggression”
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noise effects, appropriate dis-
tance from residential areas,
observing wildlife and bird con-
siderations, foundation design,
selecting turbines suitable for
climatic conditions, and moni-
toring equipment performance
are among the issues that must
be pursued with sensitivity.
One of the main axes of SATBA's
activities, and specifically in the
Technical and Engineering Dep-
uty, is monitoring the construc-
tion process of renewable pow-
er plants. Technical monitoring
does not mean unnecessary
interference in the investor’s or
contractor’s activity, but rather a
tool to ensure the proper imple-
mentation of the project, pro-
tect national interests, increase
the useful life of the plant, and
prevent subsequent damages.
Experience has shown that the
more precision is applied in
the design and construction
stages, the lower the opera-
tion and maintenance costs in
later years and the higher the
efficiency at which the plant
can operate. Therefore, precise
and continuous monitoring of
project implementation stages,
from site selection and design
to equipment installation and
commissioning, is one of the
necessities of sustainable de-
velopment in this field.
Compliance with environmental
requirements is an insepara-
ble part of the development of
renewable power plants. One
might think that since renew-
able power plants are clean,
there is no need for environ-
mental assessments; but this
view is not accurate. Every
construction project, even if
implemented with the aim of
producing clean energy, must

consider its effects on the land,
vegetation, water resources,
wildlife, natural landscape, and
local communities. For exam-
ple, in the construction of solar
power plants, attention must be
paid to the type of land, how to
prepare the ground, prevention
of unnecessary destruction of
vegetation, and compliance
with safety principles. In wind
power plants, studies related to
bird flight paths, noise levels,
and visual effects are impor-
tant. Therefore, clean energy
will be truly clean only when its
construction and operation pro-
cesses are also carried out in
compliance with environmental
principles.

In addition to standardization
and monitoring, the issue of
equipment localization is also
of great importance. The de-
velopment of renewable ener-
gies in the country should not
be limited merely to importing
equipment and installing them.
Although using the world’s lat-
est technologies is necessary,
at the same time, the domestic
production capacity, knowl-
edge-based companies, local
manufacturers, and related
industries must be strength-
ened. Equipment localization,
in addition to reducing foreign
dependence, can create em-
ployment, reduce long-term
costs, increase repair and
maintenance capability, en-
hance technical knowledge, and
form a domestic value chain in
the field of renewable energies.
Of course, localization must
be accompanied by maintain-
ing quality. Supporting do-
mestic manufacturing should
not mean ignoring standards;
rather, the goal is for domestic
producers to be able to pro-
duce competitive, high-quality
products that comply with valid
standards.

In this context, inter-organi-
zational cooperation between
SATBA, the National Standards
Organization, research centers,
universities, knowledge-based
companies, and domestic man-
ufacturers is of particular im-
portance. Formulating national
standards for key equipment,
establishing reference laborato-
ries, evaluating equipment per-
formance, issuing quality cer-
tificates, and monitoring plant
performance can help improve
the level of domestic technol-
ogy. If domestically produced
equipment has adequate quali-
ty, investors will also use them
with greater confidence, and

the domestic renewable energy
market will be strengthened.
This will ultimately benefit the
national economy, the electric-
ity industry, and the country’s
environment.

Another important issue is at-
tention to the operation and
maintenance of power plants
after construction. Sometimes
the main focus is on building
the plant, while the actual per-
formance of the plant is deter-
mined during the operational
years. Continuous monitoring
of production, checking effi-
ciency decline, periodic clean-
ing of solar panels, controlling
electrical equipment, updating
monitoring systems, analyz-
ing performance data, and
performing preventive mainte-
nance all play a role in increas-
ing productivity and the useful
life of the plant. If a plant is built
with quality equipment but does
not have proper maintenance, it
cannot deliver optimal perfor-
mance. Therefore, operation
and maintenance standards
must be considered alongside
construction standards.

From an environmental per-
spective, the development of
renewable power plants is a
valuable opportunity to reduce
pollutant emissions and save
resource consumption. Every
kilowatt-hour  of  electricity
generated from solar or wind
energy can replace part of fos-
sil fuel-based electricity gen-
eration, thereby reducing fuel
consumption, greenhouse gas
emissions, and air pollution.
But realizing these benefits fully
requires that power plants be
built with high efficiency, long
useful life, and minimal side ef-
fects. This is where the role of
engineering, standards, mon-
itoring, and equipment quality
becomes prominent.

Now, on the path of develop-
ing renewable energies, we
are trying to create a balance
between implementation speed
and technical quality. Because
although the country needs
to rapidly increase clean elec-
tricity generation capacity, this
acceleration should not lead
to reduced quality or ignoring
technical and environmental re-
quirements. Sustainable devel-
opment means that projects are
reliable, safe, economical, and
environmentally compatible not
only today but also in the com-
ing years. This goal is achieved
only through compliance with
standards and precise moni-
toring.

Pezeshkian; US and Israel

Russia, China urge restraint after US-Iran escalation

Russia has raised concerns about the
latest Iran-US escalation, blaming
“unprovoked US-Israel aggression”
for continued tensions, which began
more than 100 days ago.

Iran carried out retaliatory strikes
against US bases in the Persian Gulf
region early Wednesday after the US
carried out attacks against areas in
southern Iran.

This was the worst escalation since
an April 8 ceasefire paused the joint
US-Israeli war that began on February
28.

“We are extremely concerned about
the new round of US-Iranian armed
confrontation, which began with the
unprovoked US-Israeli aggression
against the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
Maria Zakharova, the Russian Foreign
Ministry spokeswoman, said.

“We call on both sides to exercise re-
straint and to immediately cease mili-
tary attacks.”

China also called for diplomacy to ease
tensions.

“China is deeply concerned over the
latest developments regarding Iran.
Relevant parties need to remain calm,
exercise restraint, stop exacerbating
confrontation and escalating tensions,
take concrete actions to ease the situ-
ation, stick to political and diplomatic
means for resolving disputes, and
work for an early realization of a com-
prehensive and lasting ceasefire,” Chi-
nese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Lin Jian said on Wednesday.
Elsewhere, Pakistan’s UN ambassador
said he is “deeply concerned” about
the “renewed conflict and heightened
tensions” in the Middle East.
Speaking at the UN Security Coun-
cil on Tuesday, Asim Iftikhar said the
“surge in violence in the Middle East
is a stark reminder of the dangers as-
sociated with a tenuous ceasefire and
the unbearable consequences it may
lead to.”

He added that the “cycle of violence
and instability must end for the good
of regional and international peace.”

oan only dream of Iran’s capitulation

President Masoud Pezeshkian said
on Wednesday that Iran will never
give in to threats and pressure amid
the latest fighting between Iran on
one side and the United States and
Israel on the other.

“The people of Iran will nev-
er surrender to any violation of

their dignity, independence, or
territorial integrity,” Pezeshkian
said.

The president pointed to the “mis-
calculations” of the United States
and Israel in the wake of a war they
launched against Iran on February
28.

“Those who designed policies
of pressure and destabilization
against the country thought that
the measures they had put in place
would quickly break the will of the
Iranian people. However, the effec-
tive and wise presence of the peo-
ple in the public arena defeated all
such calculations and showed that
Iran’s social capital is the country’s

greatest pillar of security and pro-
gress,” he said.

Pezeshkian said a state of neither
war nor peace is not beneficial.
However, he added: “War is certain-
ly not in the country’s interest, but if
anyone seeks to violate Iran’s digni-
ty, territory, or sovereignty, we will
not surrender or back down. They
can only dream of such a thing...
This is not something we will com-
promise on.”

An April 8 ceasefire halted the
US-Israeli war, but diplomatic ef-
forts aimed at permanently ending
the conflict have so far failed due to
what Iran calls Washington’s “ex-
cessive” demands.

Despite the truce, Iran and the
United States and Israel have re-
cently exchanged fire, with Tehran
accusing both sides of violating
the ceasefire. Officials say Iran
remains open to talks but will re-
spond with force to any act of
aggression.

Oil crisis deep-
ens as global
reserves plum-
met to 20-year
low

Oil prices set to surge
above $105 a barrel as
US-Israeli strikes trigger
historic supply shock, de-
mand set to shrink for first
time since pandemic.
Global oil stockpiles are
collapsing toward their
lowest levels in two dec-
ades following the US-Is-
raeli military attack on
Iran, the US Energy In-
formation Administration
warned on Tuesday, as the
full scale of the economic
fallout from the assault on
the Islamic Republic be-
comes clear.

Total oil inventories in the
world’s largest economies
are set to fall to just un-
der 2.3 billion barrels by
December, the EIA said,
reaching levels not seen
since the agency began
keeping records in 2003.
The devastating strike on
Iranian facilities and the
subsequent closure  of
the Strait of Hormuz — a
chokepoint through which
20 percent of global oil
shipments pass - has
wiped out 11 million bar-
rels of West Asian output
every day.

The waterway is unlikely to
return to pre-conflict oper-
ations until early 2027, the
agency said, condemning
consumers and business-
es to years of painfully
high energy costs.

Global benchmark Brent
crude is expected to aver-
age $105 a barrel through
June and July on the spot
market, the EIA said — a
staggering premium over
Tuesday’s futures price of
$91.60. But analysts warn
the worst is yet to come,
as the relentless draw-
down of inventories “cre-
ates the foundation for a
sharp increase in oil prices
in the months ahead”.

In a rare and alarming
reversal, the EIA now ex-
pects global oil demand
to shrink this year by 1.1
million barrels per day —
the first contraction since
the pandemic-induced
collapse of 2020. Just
months ago, the agen-
cy had forecast demand
growth of 200,000 barrels
per day.

The revision reflects the
brutal reality of high pric-
es, shrinking fuel avail-
ability, and government
rationing measures now
being imposed across
multiple  economies.
“Because of the size of the
drawdown in global inven-
tories, we forecast that oil
prices will remain elevated
until global oil flows return
to normal levels and oil in-
ventories are replenished,”
the agency said.

For ordinary citizens, that
translates into mounting
pain at the petrol pump,
rising heating bills, and
escalating costs for food
and goods transported
by road, sea and air. The
attack on Iran — and the
wider conflict it has ignit-
ed — is now reverberating
through every major econ-
omy on earth.
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The opening round of the new national team
season in international volleyball gets un-
derway across the world from 10 June in

the top seven teams — plus knockout round
hosts People’s Republic of China — pro-
gressing to the knockout stages in Ningbo.
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Iran consults
Turkey and Saudi
Arabia on regional
security

What Happens to Your Body
en You kat Dessert Every Day

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi held separate tele-
phone conversations with his
Turkish and Saudi counterparts
to discuss the rapidly evolving
regional  situation following
recent US military attacks on
southern Iran, reaffirming Teh-
ran’s commitment to defending
its sovereignty and territorial
integrity.

During calls on Tuesday night
with Hakan Fidan and Prince
Faisal bin Farhan, Araghchi
exchanged views on the latest
developments after ‘acts of mil-
itary aggression’ by the United
States against targets in the

By:
Source:

such as desserts that are made or
topped with fresh fruit.

e Substituting regular flour for op-
tions that contain more protein when
baking, such as oat, almond, chick-
pea, or whole wheat flour.

* Adding nuts to the mix, like using
chopped walnuts as a topping on
brownies.

* Replacing butter and oil with Greek
yogurt or cottage cheese in desserts
like cheesecake, pudding, or ba-

Enjoying dessert after dinner once in a while is unlike-
ly to harm your health. In fact, even eating something
sweet regularly may offer some benefits—though there
are limits to keep in mind.

1. It May Increase Your Heart Disease Risk

Added sugar, especially when consumed in large quan-
tities, is linked to a higher risk of developing heart dis-
ease.1 While sugar is found in a variety of foods and
beverages, desserts are a major source of added sugar
in the United States.

2. It May Cultivate a Healthier Relationship with Food
By allowing yourself to eat the foods you crave, you

to liver conditions, such as nonalcoholic fatty liver
disease.4

4. It May Boost Calcium and Other Nutrient Levels
Despite the saturated fat and added sugar many desserts
contain, certain types are rich in calcium and other key
nutrients. Desserts that contain fruit, nuts, dark choco-
late, and seeds can provide antioxidants, healthy fats,
and protein, while desserts with a yogurt or milk-choc-
olate base contain optimal amounts of calcium, all of
which contribute to a balanced, nutrient-rich diet.5
Selecting these options can help ensure you top off
your meal with more nutrient-dense options rather

country’s southern coastal re- may cultivate a healthier relationship with food and your  than those that contain mostly added sugars. nana bread.

gions. diet. For example, if you have a sweet tooth, consuming  Tips for Healthy Desserts * Avoiding whipped
According to lran’s Foreign some dessert daily can feel satisfying.3 There are several tips experts recommend for ensuring ~ cream and top
Ministry, Araghchi strongly con- 3. It May Compromise Your Liver your dessert stays on the healthy side, which include: your dessert

demned the attacks, describing
them as a clear violation of
Iran’s national sovereignty, ter-
ritorial integrity, and the prin-
ciples of international law. He
stressed that Iran possesses
an inherent right to self-defense
under the United Nations Char-
ter and said the actions taken by
the Iranian Armed Forces con-
stituted a legitimate response to
foreign aggression.

The diplomatic consultations
came hours after Iran launched
a series of missile and drone
strikes against US military posi-
tions in the region. Tehran said
the operation was carried out in

In addition to added sugars, some desserts, like ice
cream, cookie dough, and baked goods, are often
high in saturated fat, which is known to contribute

[ran’s pistachio exports to Europe reach 2¢tm m 3 months

Eurostat announced that Iran’s pistachio exports to the European Union reached approx-
imately €27 million in the first quarter of 2026.

According to Tasnim News Agency, Eurostat data shows that Iran’s pistachio exports to
the European Union in the first three months of 2026 have been maintained at the previ-
ous year’s level despite political-military tensions. The value of Iran’s pistachio exports to
the EU rose from €26.7 million in the first quarter of 2025 to €26.8 million in the same
period this year, indicating relative stability and even a 0.4% increase.

An analysis of the composition of Iran’s pistachio exports to Europe shows that the share
of higher-value-added products has increased. Exports of Iranian in-shell pistachios to
Europe fell from €1.5 million in January—March 2025 to €1 million in the same period this

* Aiming for protein-rich desserts, including those with  with
eggs, dairy, tofu, nuts, or seeds.
e Opting for mostly natural, rather than added, sugars,

creamy S
Greek yogurt in-
stead.

- -

year, representing a 33% decline. In contrast, exports of Iranian pistachio kernels over ¥
the same period rose from €25.2 million to €25.8 million, experiencing a 2% increase.
Accordingly, European market demand has shifted more than before toward Iranian pis-
tachio kernels, and Iranian exporters are gradually adapting to this trend.

* Approximately €17 million of Iran’s pistachio exports to Germany in 3 months
Germany remains the largest buyer of Iranian pistachios in Europe. The country’s im-
ports of pistachios from Iran reached €16.9 million during this period, compared to
€20.8 million in the same period last year. Thus, Iran’s pistachio exports to Germany
faced an 18% decline, although the country is still considered the most important Euro-
pean market for Iranian pistachios.

retaliation for American attacks
on Iranian territory earlier in the
day.

In a statement, the Khatam
al-Anbiya Central Headquarters
announced that the operation
was conducted jointly by the
Iranian Army and the Islamic
Revolution Guards Corps. The
headquarters said multiple US
bases were targeted in a “pow-
erful and coordinated response”
to attacks by the “US terrorist
army.”

Iranian military officials warned
that any further attacks on the
country would trigger broad-
er and more severe retaliatory
operations against designated
targets across the region.

The escalation followed US
strikes on several locations in
southern Iran, including the
islands and coastal areas of
Qeshm, Jask, Sirik, and Bandar
Abbas. Washington reportedly
justified the attacks by citing
the downing of a US helicopter
over the Strait of Hormuz, one
of the world’s most strategically
important energy transit routes.
From Tehran’s perspective,
the confrontation marks a sig-
nificant escalation in US mili-
tary pressure against Iran and
highlights  growing security
challenges in the Persian Gulf
region. Iranian officials have
repeatedly argued that for-
eign military intervention and
the continued presence of US
forces in the region are major
sources of instability, while em-
phasizing that regional security
should be ensured through
cooperation among regional
countries.

The consultations with Turkey
and Saudi Arabia also reflect
Tehran’s efforts to maintain dip-
lomatic engagement with key
regional powers amid height-
ened tensions, as concerns
mount over the potential for
a broader conflict that could
affect regional stability, interna-
tional shipping lanes, and global
energy markets.

[AEA hoard passes anti-Iran
resolution despite objections

The Board of Governors of the Interna-
tional Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) on
Wednesday adopted a resolution con-
cerning Iran by 21 votes in favor, three
against, and 10 abstentions, in a move
Tehran and its allies described as politi-
cally motivated and detrimental to ongo-
ing diplomatic efforts.

The resolution calls on the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to provide the IAEA with
information regarding the status of nu-
clear facilities targeted in recent military
attacks and the whereabouts of enriched
uranium previously stored at those sites.
Iranian officials sharply criticized the
measure, arguing that it fails to address
‘the root cause of the current situation,’
the recent US and Israeli attacks on Iran’s
safeguarded nuclear facilities. Tehran
maintains that the resolution ignores ‘a
clear violation of international law’ while
focusing solely on the consequences of
those attacks.

According to a source cited by Russia’s
RIA Novosti news agency, Russia, China
and Niger voted against the resolution,
while a number of other member states
abstained.

Ahead of the vote, Iran, China and Rus-
sia issued a joint statement at the IAEA
Board of Governors meeting in Vienna,
rejecting the Western-backed draft reso-
lution and warning against ‘the politiciza-
tion of the agency.’

The three countries emphasized that
issues related to Iran’s safeguards obli-
gations under the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty (NPT) should not be linked
to provisions of UN Security Council
Resolution 2231, which expired on Oc-
tober 18, 2025. They also argued that
efforts by the European troika—DBritain,
France and Germany—to invoke the so-
called “snapback mechanism” lack legal
validity and would carry no legal conse-
quences.

The joint statement further criticized re-
cent reports by the IAEA Director Gen-
eral as political in nature and warned
that such approaches could undermine

efforts to achieve a comprehensive and
negotiated solution to Iran’s nuclear file.
Reaffirming Iran’s rights under the NPT,
the three countries stressed that all
member states have an inalienable right
to research, produce and use nuclear
energy for peaceful purposes without
discrimination.

They also condemned repeated attacks
against Iran’s safeguarded nuclear facili-
ties, saying such actions have created an
unprecedented challenge for the global
non-proliferation regime and weakened
the authority of international nuclear
safeguards.

The statement warned that adopting
a politically driven resolution under
current circumstances could damage
cooperation between Iran and the IAEA
and further complicate diplomatic efforts
aimed at resolving outstanding issues.
Prior to the vote, Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi sent a letter to the for-
eign ministers of countries represented
on the 1AEA Board of Governors, urging
them not to allow the UN nuclear watch-
dog to become a political instrument in
the hands of the United States.

In the letter, Araghchi described the
US-sponsored resolution as politically
motivated and lacking good faith, argu-
ing that Washington bears responsibility
for the current escalation surrounding
Iran’s nuclear program.

The Iranian foreign minister recalled
that a previous IAEA Board resolution
adopted in June 2025 was followed
less than 24 hours later by US and
Israeli attacks on Iranian nuclear facil-
ities, resulting in casualties and exten-
sive damage. He questioned whether
the agency was once again being used
to provide political cover for hostile
actions against Iran’s peaceful nuclear
program.

Araghchi also highlighted a series of
attacks on Iranian nuclear facilities and
the assassination of Iranian nuclear sci-
entists and their family members since
2025, calling the developments unprece-

dented in the history of the IAEA.
According to the Iranian foreign minister,
such actions have had far-reaching con-
sequences for international law, global
peace and security, the nuclear non-pro-
liferation regime, and the credibility of
the agency itself.

He warned that the decisions taken by
members of the Board of Governors
would affect not only Iran’s nuclear case
but also the future independence and
credibility of the IAEA and the broader
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty frame-
work.

Deputy Foreign Minister Kazem Gharib-
abadi wrote in response to the Board of
Governors’ action on X: “The move by
the United States and three European
Union countries at the IAEA, namely Brit-
ain, France, and Germany, is a ‘danger-
ous attempt’ to whitewash accountability
for aggressors and criminals.”

“It has been documented by the IAEA
that attacks by the United States and Is-
rael on Iran’s nuclear facilities halted the
agency’s verification activities and made
its inspectors leave the country for secu-
rity reasons,” the Iranian diplomat said.
Now, Gharibabadi said, the United States
seeks to turn the consequences of its
own illegal attacks into a case against the
Islamic Republic.

“This is an inversion of accountability.
They strike safeguarded facilities, disrupt
the verification procedures, and jeopard-
ize nuclear security, and then they exploit
the Board of Governors to pressure
Iran.”

Gharibabadi advised the Board of Gover-
nors to refrain from imposing the costs
of aggression on the targeted country.
“Drafting resolutions will not strengthen
the IAEA Safeguards. Rather, condemna-
tion of aggression against safeguarded
facilities, respect for the rights of the
member states, holding the aggressors
to account, and putting the agency back
on its technical and impartial capacity
will,” the Iranian deputy foreign minister
stated.

US truce breaches have undermmed
diplomatic eﬁors, n SV

Iran’s Foreign Ministry Spokesman
said on Wednesday that recent US
military actions against the country,
coupled with repeated ceasefire vio-
lations, have seriously undermined
diplomatic efforts, warning that ne-
gotiations cannot progress without a
minimum level of stability and politi-
cal consistency.

Speaking on the sidelines of a cer-
emony in Tehran, Esmaeil Baqgaei
said Iran is reassessing the future
of diplomatic negotiations following
overnight developments and recent
military escalations involving the
United States and Israel.

“We have to reevaluate the situa-
tion,” Bagaei said when asked about
the prospects for talks with Wash-
ington. “Diplomacy and develop-
ments on the battlefield are not sep-
arate matters; rather, they operate
alongside and complement one an-
other in safeguarding Iran’s national
interests and security.”

The spokesman stressed that diplo-
macy cannot function in a vacuum
and that any meaningful negotiation
process requires a minimum stabil-
ity and an appropriate atmosphere
for dialogue to move forward.
“Unfortunately, the United States has
damaged this process through con-
tradictory messages, frequent shifts
in its positions and demands, and
repeated violations of ceasefires,”

L
( N~
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he said.

Bagaei also pointed to ‘repeated
Israeli violations of ceasefire agree-
ments,” particularly in Lebanon, ar-
guing that such actions have further
weakened diplomatic efforts.

“Any diplomatic process is destabi-
lized when one party resorts to force
and unlawful actions,” he added.
Addressing the latest US military
strikes against targets in southern
Iran, the spokesman said develop-
ments on the ground and diplomatic
engagement are both integral com-
ponents of Iran’s strategy to protect
its security and national interests.
He emphasized that Iran’s military
and diplomatic bodies remain fully
coordinated.

Bagaei stated that Iran’s Armed Forc-
es decisively counter enemies when-
ever necessary, demonstrating their
unwavering commitment to national
defense in recent events.

He added that Iran would continue
to employ diplomacy wherever pos-
sible while maintaining its military
readiness to defend the country
whenever required.

The remarks came after Iran
launched missile and drone strikes
against US military targets in the
region early Wednesday, describ-
ing the operation as a response to
‘acts of aggression’ by the United
States.
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