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Mobarakeh Steel:
An Iranian narrative
of green industry in

the era of sustainable
development

The industrial world is moving beyond
traditional production models and
toward sustainable development; a
path in which environmental protec-
tion, pollution reduction, and smart
resource management have become
just as important as production itself.
Through a $2.3 billion investment in
environmental projects—from water
and energy management to decarbon-
ization and the circular economy—
Mobarakeh Steel Group has sought to
strengthen its position as one of the
pioneers of green industry in Iran.
Today, the world has reached a point
where industrial development can no
longer be conceived without regard for
the environment, natural resources,
and the reduction of pollutants. Water
scarcity, climate change, rising global
temperatures, and the increase in in-
dustrial pollutants have transformed
development models around the
world and compelled major industries
to redefine their role in relation to the
environment. In such a context, the
industries that will be more successful
are those that can strike a balance be-
tween production, economic develop-
ment, and environmental protection.
Production volume and profitability
alone are no longer the sole criteria for
measuring industrial success; rather,
the way industries interact with the en-
vironment, the level of their resource
consumption, and their contribution to
pollution reduction have also become
key evaluation indicators. The world
is moving toward a model of industry
in which reducing carbon footprints,
optimizing energy consumption, re-
cycling resources, and using clean
technologies have become insepara-
ble parts of the production process.
In fact, the future of global industry
is moving toward a model in which
greater output does not necessarily
mean greater resource consumption
and greater damage to nature; rather,
higher efficiency, reduced resource
waste, and environmental compatibili-
ty are regarded as the principal indica-
tors of industrial development.

In this context, Mobarakeh Steel
Group has in recent years sought to
present a different narrative of a major
steel producer; a narrative in which in-
dustrial development is defined along-
side environmental responsibility. This
group’s $2.3 billion investment in
the environmental sector shows that
protecting nature and moving toward
green steel is not merely a promo-
tional approach, but rather part of its
future development strategy.

One of the most important pillars
of this approach is reducing car-
bon footprints and moving toward
low-carbon production. The world
is moving toward the imposition
of carbon taxes and restrictions on
polluting industries, and under such
conditions, industries that adopt
clean technologies sooner will have
a better chance of preserving their
position in global markets. In line
with this approach, Mobarakeh Steel
Group has placed on its agenda the
use of technologies such as electric
arc furnaces, the development of heat
recovery systems, and the deploy-
ment of smart energy management
systems, so that while reducing en-
ergy consumption, it can also reduce
pollutant emissions.

At the same time, the development
of online pollutant monitoring sys-
tems and the implementation of air
pollution control projects have made
environmental concerns part of the
daily production process. The release
of the new edition of ISO 14001:2026
also shows that the global view of the
environment has entered a new phase;
a phase in which sustainable manage-
ment, pollutant control, the circular
economy, and the move toward car-
bon neutrality have gone beyond the
level of ceremonial recommendations
and become operational requirements
for industries.
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The Iranian Minister of Industry,
Mining and Trade and his Ta-
jik counterpart emphasized the
development and facilitation of
trade exchanges between Tehran
and Dushanbe on the sidelines
of the Shanghai Cooperation Or-
ganization’s Industry Ministers’
Meeting.

According to IRNA's report from
the Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade, the meeting between
Seyed Mohammad Atabak and
Sherali Kabir, the Minister of In-
dustry and New Technologies
of Tajikistan, was held with the
aim of maximizing the utilization
of capacities and strengthening
mutual economic ties, and the
two sides emphasized accelerat-
ing the implementation process
of previous memoranda of un-
derstanding and operationalizing
agreements between them.
Increasing the level of trade ex-
changes between the two coun-
tries, attention to Iran’s extensive
capabilities and capacities in var-
ious sectors of mineral reserves
and elements, mineral process-
ing, pharmaceutical industries,
textiles, and readiness to develop
interactions were examined.
Given the importance of increas-
ing trade volume, the industry
ministers of the two countries
agreed on the necessity of facil-
itating administrative processes
to expedite the streamlining of
trade and industrial relations be-
tween Tehran and Dushanbe.

In this meeting, the need to utilize
the capacities of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization as a
new transformative platform for
industrial convergence among
member states, expert consulta-
tions, and continuous follow-up
of agreements to achieve tangible
results in the future was empha-
sized.

The closing ceremony of the 18th
meeting of the Iran-Tajikistan
Joint Economic Committee was

Ian, ajiistan (

held in Dushanbe on May 26. Ad-
dressing the meeting, Tajikistan’s
Minister of Energy and Water
Resources, noting a significant
increase in trade between Iran
and Tajikistan in the first quarter
of 2026, called Iran Tajikistan's
most important partner in the
region and emphasized the de-
velopment of technological and
energy cooperation based on his-
torical commonalities.

Dalir Juma referred to Iran as a
friendly and brotherly country
and said: “We consider the role
of Iran important for peace and
stability in the region and the
world. Tajikistan evaluates coop-
eration between the two friendly
and brotherly countries, i.e. Iran
and Tajikistan, as beneficial, and
relying on the principle of good
faith, considers Iran one of its
most important partners in the
region and the world.”

He added: “Deep historical, cul-
tural and linguistic commonal-
ities have provided the ground
for beneficial cooperation in
technology, industry, energy and
many other fields between the
two countries.”

Tajikistan’s  energy  minister,
referring to official statistics,
noted: “Trade between Iran and
Tajikistan in the first quarter of
2026 has increased significantly
compared to the same period last
year, and the expansion of this
trade will lead to economic secu-
rity and further development for
both countries.”

Iran’s Minister of Energy, pointing
to the favorable political relations
between the two countries, called
upgrading trade and econom-
ic relations a primary duty and
said: “The end of this session is
not the end of the work, but the
beginning of a heavy responsi-
bility on the path to realizing the
agreements.”

Abbas Aliabadi, referring to the
deep bonds between the two na-
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tions, said: “As discussed during
this session and as President
Emomali Rahmon also noted, to-
day, relying on the deep linguis-
tic, cultural, religious and social
bonds between the two brotherly
nations, we stand on a new path
of cooperation.”

He added: “Developing relations
with neighboring countries and
Muslim countries has always
been at the top of the strategic
priorities of our country’s offi-
cials, and among these, Tajikistan
has a special place.”

Aliabadi, pointing to the favora-
ble political relations between
the two countries, stated: “Today
we see that political relations be-
tween Iran and Tajikistan are at
an excellent level, but our main
challenge and duty is to raise
this level of political intimacy to
a similar level in trade and eco-
nomic relations. Enemies should
know that this 6,000-year culture
of the two nations is unbreak-
able.”

The Minister of Energy empha-
sized: “The end of this session is
not the end of the work, but the
beginning of a heavy responsi-
bility on the path to realizing the
agreements. The document re-
sulting from this session is not
just a collection of words, but
a covenant for action. For these
agreements to become a turning
point in relations between the two
countries, we need to operation-
alize the executive mechanisms
in a timely manner. Here | must
express my gratitude to the peo-
ple and government of Tajikistan
for accompanying us on this
path.”

Aliabadi, stressing the formation
of joint technical committees,
noted: “I emphasize that the
formation of joint technical com-
mittees and a follow-up commit-
tee for the session must not be
delayed. | sincerely thank all the
expert delegations and especially

my colleagues in the internation-
al department of the Ministry of
Energy who played a role in ad-
vancing these clauses with pre-
cision and speed. | hope all the
proposed suggestions reach the
implementation stage with the
same speed and precision.”

The Minister of Energy, referring
to the capacities for coopera-
tion between the two countries,
said: “Increasing capacities and
potentials to expand trade and
economic relations  between
the two countries, especially in
the field of exporting technical
and engineering services, using
transit capacities, and selling oil
and oil products to Tajikistan, are
among the important axes of co-
operation.”

Aliabadi expressed hope at the
end: “I hope the implementation
of the agreements reached at this
session will be a turning point in
the relations and interactions be-
tween the two countries, and that
the proposed clauses in the joint
committee will all proceed with
precision and speed.”

During this trip, Iran’s Minister
of Energy also met with Tajik
President Emomali Rahmon. In
this meeting, current cooperation
between the two countries, espe-
cially in the economic, industrial,
energy, agricultural, road con-
struction and transport sectors,
was reviewed and discussed.
The President of Tajikistan noted
that the existing tensions in West
Asia can only be resolved through
diplomatic tools and negotiation.
Tajikistan’s firm stance in support
of ongoing political efforts and
constructive dialogue to resolve
conflicts was emphasized.

* Presidential phone call — Iran
ready to expand cooperation in
all fields

Also, Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, in a telephone con-
versation with Tajik President
Emomali Rahmon, referring to
the expanding relations between
Tehran and Dushanbe, stated:
“Iran is ready to further develop
bilateral cooperation with Tajik-
istan in all fields, especially in the
economic, energy, transport and
cultural sectors.”

* $1 billion trade target — joint
industrial plants and mining task
force

Back in mid-February, Seyed Mo-
hammad Atabak, Iran’s minister
of industry, mining and trade,
said that Iran and Tajikistan have
set a target of raising bilateral
trade to $1.0 billion in the near
future and agreed to expand joint
investments and establish shared
industrial plants, as senior offi-
cials from both sides moved to
deepen economic and mining
cooperation.

He made the remarks during a

visit to Dushanbe, where he met
with Prime Minister of Tajikistan
Qohir Rasulzoda and other senior
officials.

Atabak said economic relations
and trade exchanges between the
two countries were on a positive
and expanding trajectory, adding
that bilateral ties, particularly in
commerce, were stronger than
before.

During the multi-day visit, he held
talks with three Tajik ministers,
two heads of state committees
and the prime minister on boost-
ing cooperation in areas includ-
ing pharmaceuticals, mining and
industrial development.

The two sides agreed to pursue
a roadmap aimed at accelerating
the implementation of existing
agreements, facilitating private
sector engagement and strength-
ening export capacity, technology
transfer and bilateral infrastruc-
ture.

In the mining sector, Iran and
Tajikistan agreed to form a joint
working group between Iran’s
Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade and Tajikistan’s Ministry
of Industry to expand the pres-
ence of Iranian companies in
Tajikistan’s mining and mineral
industries.

Masoud Sami’e Nejad, head of
the Iranian Mines and Mining In-
dustries Development and Ren-
ovation Organisation (IMIDRO),
said the task force would focus
on reconstructing Tajik mining
industries through Iranian en-
gineering and design teams,
training Tajik engineers and es-
tablishing structured engineering
systems for mineral processing
industries.

* Iran’s advantages lie in techni-
cal services, competitive prices
and cultural proximity

On May 19, the commercial at-
taché of Iran in Tajikistan, refer-
ring to the envisioned roadmap
for Iran-Tajikistan trade exchang-
es, stated that Iran’s main ad-
vantages in this market are pro-
viding technical and engineering
services, industrial technologies
at competitive prices, cultural
proximity, and the capability to
implement joint projects.
Mohammad-Ali ~ Amirfakhrian
said, pointing to the forecast of
over 8% economic growth in
Tajikistan:  “The  development
of infrastructure projects, ener-
gy, mining industries, mineral
processing, technical and engi-
neering services, and support
for export-oriented production
will be among the most impor-
tant economic axes of Tajikistan
in the coming years, which can
create a good opportunity for the
presence of Iranian economic
entrepreneurs and capable com-
panies.”

phasize facilitation of trade exchanges
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Iran: US ‘moving
the goalposts’
main obstacle to
diplomacy

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokes-
person has told CNN that the
Trump administration’s policy
of shifting the “goalposts” and
issuing “contradictory” state-
ments is the main obstacle to
negotiations with the United
States.

“The main problem of nego-
tiating with this administra-
tion is that you have to face
S0 many changing positions,
moving the goalposts, differ-
ent statements, and contra-
dictory remarks by different
officials, so it makes the whole
process very cumbersome,”
Esmaeil Baghaei said in an in-
terview with CNN in Tehran on
Sunday.

Baghaei, who also serves as
the spokesperson for Iran’s
negotiating team in talks with
the United States, once again
highlighted Iran’s rights and
conditions in the negotiations.
He said there are a number
of sticking points, “but the
main issue is that the Amer-
icans must understand that
they have to recognize Iran’s
rights,” including its right to
peaceful nuclear enrichment.
“At the same time, when they
are talking about our blocked
assets, they’re not going to
give us any concession,” he
added.

Further in his remarks, Baghaei
said Washington “simply must
stop its sanctions.”

He also highlighted US viola-
tions of the ceasefire between
Tehran and Washington that
came into effect on April 8.
“They have been attacking our
commercial ships, both in the
Strait of Hormuz and on the
high seas,” he asserted.
Baghaei warned that Iran’s
armed forces “are resolute in
responding to any attacks with
full force.”

The United States and lIsra-
el launched a war on Iran on
February 28. They targeted
not only Iran’s military sites
but also civilian infrastructure,
including hospitals, schools,
and residential areas, Kkilling
thousands of people.

In response, Iran carried out
100 waves of missile and
drone attacks against Israel
and US bases in the Persian
Gulf region. Iran’s military re-
sponse prompted President
Trump to agree to the April 8
ceasefire.

Histortcal record m electriorty mdustry: generation capacity exceeds 100,000 MW

The spokesperson for the electricity industry, an-
nouncing that the country’s power plant capacity has
surpassed the 100,000 MW mark, reported intensive
and challenging plans for sustainable electricity sup-
ply in the upcoming summer and emphasized that
despite the damage caused to the grid during recent
incidents, grid stability has been successfully man-
aged thanks to the efforts of industry specialists.
According to IRNA, Mostafa Rajabi Mashhadi told re-
porters on Sunday, explaining the latest status of the
country’s electricity grid: Through efforts made over
various periods, we have succeeded in achieving a
power generation capacity of over 100,000 MW — a
major record resulting from a series of developmen-
tal measures.

Referring to recent incidents and damage to electric-
ity grid infrastructure, he stated: During the third im-
posed war, more than 7,000 equipment units in the
grid were damaged. Through round-the-clock efforts
of our colleagues, over 2,500 cases have been fully
restored and returned to operation so far. Currently,
about 4,000 other units are in the process of res-
toration, which will soon join the production cycle

according to schedule.

Rajabi Mashhadi, while paying tribute to the martyrs
of service in the electricity industry, added: Despite
serious challenges and working under difficult con-
ditions, operational teams were able to minimize
damages through prioritization, such that the aver-
age outage duration for subscribers due to recent
incidents was less than one hour.

* Preparation for passing summer peak load

The electricity industry spokesperson said about
readiness for the coming summer: The Ministry of
Energy has formulated a challenging and heavy plan
to increase production capacity, showing a four-
fold growth compared to the best years in the past.
Through efforts of the private sector and contracting
companies, about 6,000 MW of new capacity has
been added to the grid.

He noted the significant growth of renewable energy
and added: Since the beginning of the 14th govern-
ment, renewable capacity has increased substantially
from 1,250 MW. In the thermal power plant sector,
over 120,000 MW of capacity has undergone major
repairs, 99% of which has been completed, and by

the start of summer, this entire capacity will be in
operation.

Support for industry and smart consumption man-
agement

Rajabi Mashhadi stated that the priority of electricity
supply to industries has been seriously pursued this
year and emphasized: Energy delivery to the indus-
trial sector, especially petrochemical industries, has
increased by 24% compared to last year. Meanwhile,
with public cooperation and implementation of
smartization plans, household electricity consump-
tion has decreased by 7% compared to last year,
which has greatly contributed to grid stability.

He continued: In the transmission sector, 1,700 km
of lines and 7,500 MVA of substation capacity have
been added. Also, by installing 450 MW of new ca-
pacitor capacity in Tehran, grid stability in the capi-
tal has been favorably improved. We hope that with
continued cooperation, we will get through the com-
ing summer with minimal restrictions.

* High-consumption offices will face penalties

The electricity industry spokesperson, explaining
consumption management programs in the ad-

ministrative, household, and industrial sectors,
announced: Office electricity consumption is contin-
uously monitored, and devices that do not comply
with the prescribed pattern will face restrictions and
legal action. Rajabi Mashhadi stated regarding the
electricity industry’s plans for the coming summer:
One of the main axes of consumption management
is controlling electricity use in offices, and the con-
sumption of executive bodies is continuously meas-
ured and monitored.

He added: According to the communicated plans,
offices must reduce their electricity consumption
compared to the same period last year, and the tem-
perature of cooling systems should not be set below
25 degrees Celsius.

Requirement for offices to turn off cooling systems
after working hours

The electricity industry spokesperson, emphasizing
the necessity of cooperation by executive bodies,
said: Office cooling systems must be set to turn off
one hour before the end of working hours, and si-
multaneously with the end of office work, all unnec-
essary equipment should be taken offline.
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The old strait is
gone, welcome to
the new strait

Iran’s complete control over the
Strait of Hormuz remains a thorn
in the side of President Donald
Trump amid the domestic politi-
cal and economic fallout of a war
that the United States and Israel
jointly launched on Iran more
than 100 days ago. Soon after the
conflict erupted on February 28,
Iran shut the Strait of Hormuz and
prevented vessels affiliated with
its adversaries from transiting the
strategic waterway. Iran’s move
sent energy prices soaring global-
ly and fueled inflation in the Unit-
ed States. Since the outset of the
war, Brent crude has surpassed
$110 per barrel on multiple occa-
sions. Gasoline prices have also
averaged above $6 per gallon in
California, compared with around
$3 per gallon in several US states
before the conflict.

Last week, a Moody’s Analytics
study found that the war has
cost US households $750 each,
or around $100 billion in total. It
linked the inflation spike, higher
gas prices, and declining savings
directly to the conflict. According
to US media, Americans’ personal
savings rate has dropped t0 2.6%,
the lowest since June 2022. Infla-
tion has risen again to its highest
level since May 2023, while food
prices have reached levels that
are increasingly difficult for many
households to afford.

Such economic pressures come
months before the midterm elec-
tions in November, when Trump’s
Republican Party will have to
contend with the president’s weak
job approval ratings as it seeks to
retain control of the Senate and
the House of Representatives.
If Democrats regain control of
Congress, it could significantly
constrain Trump’s agenda for the
remainder of his presidency.
Hence, Trump is struggling to
bring the war to an end and reo-
pen the Strait of Hormuz.

An April 8 ceasefire raised hopes
of a pathway toward a more per-
manent settlement. However, ac-
cording to Esmaeil Baghaei, Iran’s
Foreign Ministry spokesperson,
Washington’s policy of “moving
the goalposts” remains the pri-
mary obstacle to diplomacy. Dur-
ing 39 days of war, the US and
Israel failed to achieve their main
objectives, which included the
destruction of Iran’s military ca-
pabilities. Following the ceasefire,
Trump imposed a naval blockade
to increase pressure on Tehran to
reopen the Strait of Hormuz, but
the measure has so far proven
ineffective. Neither military force
nor economic pressure against
Iran has succeeded in reversing
the consequences of the water-
way’s closure.

Iran has stated that only diplo-
macy based on the recognition
of the nation’s rights—including
respect for its sovereignty over
the Strait of Hormuz—can pave
the way for easing the energy cri-
sis and cost-of-living pressures in
the United States caused by dis-
ruptions to maritime transit.
Tehran also says that Iran and
Oman are coordinating efforts
to develop new regulations gov-
emning maritime traffic through
the Strait of Hormuz even after
the war. The Strait of Hormuz is
geographically bordered by Iran
and Oman, making both countries
central stakeholders in its govern-
ance. Tehran argues that any dura-
ble framework for maritime transit
must reflect this reality rather than
rely on external military pressure
or unilateral enforcement by ex-
tra-regional actors.

~ Bilinguo
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Iran’s Amou-

zad wins
gold at 2026

Economic

Ulaanbaatar
Open

Iranian freestyle wrestler Rahman Amou-
zad won a gold medal at the Ulaanbaatar
Open Ranking Series 2026 on Sunday. He
defeated Shamil Mamedov in the men’s
65kg final bout 17-10. Amouzad had de-
feated North Korean Kwang Jin Kim 5-0
and Kazakhstan’s Adlan Askarov 12-1 on
his way to the final. The World Ranking
Series events are the main International

Tournaments supervised by United World
Wrestling. These events are fully integrat-
ed into the Ranking System. These events
provide points to each athlete in order to
establish the World Ranking at the end of
the year. 4 World Ranking Series events
are organized every year (except the
Olympic year where only 2 World Ranking
Series are organized).

By:

Sun sensitivity is a common but serious side effect
that can occur when skin is exposed to sunlight. The
condition is associated with hundreds of medications,
including many skincare products.

1. Retinoids
e Examples:
adapalene2

* Uses: Acne, wrinkles, sun damage, psoriasis2

* Sun sensitivity: Retinoids thin the skin, making it eas-
ier for the sun’s rays to cause sunburns and other skin
damage.3

* Other side effects: “Retinoid dermatitis,” dry eyes,
congenital disabilities, nausea, vomiting, headache,
dizziness24

2. Antibiotics

* Examples: Tetracycline and doxycyclined

* Uses: Acne

* Sun sensitivity: Exposure to the sun while taking these
antibiotics by mouth commonly causes a sunburn-like
rash or changes in skin color. Being in the sun while on
tetracycline antibiotics can also cause skin reactions,
including burning, tingling, swelling, hives, and nail
separation from the nail bed.5

« Other side effects: Stomach upset6

3. Alpha Hydroxy Acids (AHAs)

* Examples: Glycolic acid, citric acid, malic acid, tartaric
acid, and lactic acid7

Retinol, tretinoin, tazarotene, and

* Uses: Skin peels, wrinkles, acne, scarring, age spots,
uneven skin color7

* Sun sensitivity: At high concentrations like those used
for skin peeling (typically 20 to 70%), AHAs enhance
damage to the skin caused by ultraviolet (UV) rays.7

o Other side effects: Redness, burning, itching, and
swelling7

4. Beta Hydroxy Acids (BHAs)

* Examples: Salicylic acid, beta-hydroxybutanoic
*acid8

e Uses: Acne, skin peels, wrinkles8

 Sun sensitivity: Like alpha hydroxy acids, these

Source:

chemicals make the skin more sensitive to the sun and
more likely to sunburn.8

* Other side effects: Skin dryness, redness, peeling9d
5. Essential Qils

* Examples: Gitrus essential oils, including bergamot,
lemon, and grapefruit10

* Uses: Skin cleansing, wound healing, insect repel-
lent11

* Sun sensitivity: Distilled oils typically don’t cause sun
sensitivity, but expressed oils can.11 Expressed citrus
essential oils can damage or burn the skin if exposed to
sunlight within 12 hours of applying the oil.12

fiat Gause Sun Sensitvity

6. Benzoyl Peroxide

* Uses: Acnel3

* Sun sensitivity: Benzoyl peroxide breaks down when
exposed to the sun, causing skin irritation and allergic
reactions.13

* Other side effects: Redness, stinging, swelling13
What Is Sun Sensitivity?

Sun sensitivity (also called photosensitivity) is a com-
mon side effect of many medications and skincare
products that can occur if the skin is exposed to UV
rays.15

Topical (applied to the skin) and oral (taken by mouth)
medications can cause sun sensitivity.15

Some types of sun sensitivity reactions are dose-de-
pendent, which means they are more likely to occur
when products are used at higher dosages or concen-
trations.15

Symptoms can appear a few hours or even days after
sun exposure and are often similar to symptoms of a
sunburn.15 These can include:5

* Redness

* Swelling

* Burning

* Blisters

* Pegling skin

¢ Qozing pus

* Skin darkening

One hundred days after the joint US-Israeli military strikes against Iran, global mar-
kets remain battered and economies face mounting pressure, according to a CNBC
analysis. The initial attack triggered an immediate worldwide stock sell-off. While
Wall Street has since recovered, driven by Al speculation, other markets continue
to struggle. Far more alarming is the surge in government bond yields, with the
30-year US Treasury yield hitting its highest level since before the financial crisis.
The closure of the Strait of Hormuz — a critical shipping route in West Asia — has
created severe oil supply constraints. Though prices have cooled from wartime
peaks, Brent crude remains 36% above pre-war levels and US oil futures are up
nearly 50%. Analysts warn that if inventories keep depleting, “a break back over

$100 will be imminent.”

Inflation has spiked as a direct consequence. The US consumer price index reached
3.8% in April — its highest in three years. Energy costs for oil, gas and jet fuel are
driving price rises across major economies. Neil Birrell of Premier Miton Investors
told CNBC that bond markets see “something real to worry about”: higher inflation,
lower growth and supply disruptions. Toni Meadows of BRI Wealth Management
warned that if the conflict remains unresolved, “demand destruction that investors
can’t ignore” will eventually hit. The report concludes that public support for the
war in the US is at all-time lows, yet military funding continues to rise —a danger-

ous combination with no exit strategy in sight.

Velavati condemns killimg of children m confhits,
calls for global protection of schools

o

C.. ‘ T

o)
A senior advisor to Iran’s Leader has
strongly condemned the Killing of chil-
dren in armed conflicts, describing chil-
dren as a universal red line for humanity
and asserting that the loss of any child
anywhere in the world is tantamount to a
loss for all mankind.
In a message delivered to a memorial
ceremony honoring the victims of the
Minab school tragedy, Ali Akbar Velayati,
senior advisor to the Leader on interna-
tional affairs, stressed the need for great-
er international efforts to protect children
from the consequences of war.
Velayati referred to the International Day
of Innocent Children Victims of Aggres-
sion, established following the deaths of
thousands of Lebanese and Palestinian
children in 1982, and argued that similar
tragedies continue to occur in contem-
porary conflicts.

He cited the deaths of 168 Iranian stu-
dents and teachers at Shajareye Tayye-
beh School in Minab during the first day
of the recent aggression against Iran,
saying the incident underscored the dev-
astating impact of war on civilians and
educational institutions.

Describing attacks on children as among
the gravest violations of international
and humanitarian principles, Velayati
criticized ‘selective approaches to hu-
man rights’ and urged the internation-
al community to adopt more effective
mechanisms to prevent violence against
children.

He said Iran seeks to amplify the voices
of children affected by war, particular-
ly in conflict zones such as Gaza and
Lebanon, and called for stronger legal
frameworks, enhanced accountability,
and greater protection for schools and

educational facilities.

Velayati also emphasized Iran’s readi-
ness to cooperate with other countries
and international organizations to safe-
guard children’s rights and promote a
global culture that respects the sanctity
of children, teachers, and educational
institutions.

The bombing of Shajareye Tayyebeh
School in Minab stands as one of the
most painful symbols of the recent
conflict, highlighting the human cost
of war beyond military battlefields. The
attack was a direct strike on innocent
civilians and the educational system,
and the deaths of students and teach-
ers demonstrate the need for stronger
international condemnation of attacks
on schools and greater accountability
for actions that place children in harm’s
way.

Iranian Vice President Mohammad
Reza Aref has stressed that all sen-
ior officials are united on the coun-
try’s negotiating strategy, rejecting
speculation about internal differ-
ences over the content or direction
of ongoing diplomatic efforts.
Speaking during a visit to the Islam-
ic Republic of Iran Customs Admin-
istration (IRICA) on Saturday, Aref
said Tehran has pursued a clear
and coordinated approach in nego-
tiations, emphasizing that all parts
of the political system are working
within a single strategic framework.
“The Islamic Republic of Iran has
adopted a specific strategy in the
negotiations, and all officials have
pursued it with full coordination,”
Aref said. “There are no differences
regarding the negotiation texts or
proposals.”

The vice president’s remarks came
amid ongoing indirect negotiations
between Iran and the United States
aimed at addressing bilateral dis-
putes and regional developments.
Aref also pointed to Iran’s expe-
rience in managing major crises,
saying the country has gained val-
uable expertise from navigating
two imposed wars. Aref said that
measures adopted during wartime,
including the reduction of bureau-
cratic hurdles and the use of spe-

cial executive authorities, facilitated
faster imports, cargo unloading,
and customs clearance, helping
maintain the smooth flow of trade
and essential goods.

According to Aref, these meas-
ures enabled customs authorities
to maintain efficient operations
and develop new mechanisms for
managing trade and logistics under
challenging conditions.

The vice president further called
for expanding the capacity of cus-
toms facilities and ports, describing
transport and logistics infrastruc-
ture as a key component of Iran’s
economic development strategy. He
urged the accelerated completion
of the North-South and East-West
transit corridors, which are expect-
ed to enhance regional connectivity
and trade.

Aref also highlighted the grow-
ing importance of Iran’s policy of
strengthening ties with neighboring
countries, saying regional engage-
ment has gained additional momen-
tum in recent months. He stressed
that greater attention should be
devoted to regional opportunities
and cooperation with countries
within Iran’s broader civilizational
and economic sphere as part of the
country’s long-term development
planning.
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