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Iran, Uzhekistan
stress expansion of
trade exchanges

The Iranian Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade met and held talks with
the Minister of Investment, Industry
and Trade of Uzbekistan on the side-
lines of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organization’s  Industry ~ Ministers’
Meeting.

According to IRNA from the Ministry
of Industry, Mining and Trade, Seyed
Mohammad Atabak met and talked
with “Laziz Kudratov”, the Minister
of Investment, Industry and Trade of
Uzbekistan, on Friday on the sidelines
of the Shanghai Cooperation Organi-
zation’s Industry Ministers’ Meeting.
In this meeting, the two sides empha-
sized increasing the volume of trade
and economic exchanges by facilitat-
ing customs processes and operation-
alizing existing agreements between
Tehran and Tashkent.

Strengthening trade and customs pro-
cesses, mining and mineral industries
cooperation, and utilizing new and
knowledge-based technologies given
the capabilities of Iran and Uzbekistan
were among the key issues of this
meeting.

The two sides also emphasized the
expansion of industrial and trade co-
operation within the framework of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization
during this meeting.

The three-day visit of Iran’s Minister
of Industry, Mining, and Trade Seyed
Mohammad Atabak to Tashkent, the
capital of Uzbekistan in last November,
was a significant step towards achiev-
ing the goals of the outlook for trade
and commercial relations with this
country.

It paved the way for important agree-
ments that are soon to be formalized
in a comprehensive document to be
signed by officials of the two nations.
As stated by Atabak, Iran and Uzbek-
istan have reached new agreements
to strengthen trade and investment
cooperation, particularly in mining and
mineral industries.

During a meeting in Tashkent, the
minister held talks with Uzbekistan’s
Minister of Mining and Geology and
the Minister of Investment, Industry
and Trade. Both sides underlined the
importance of expanding industrial
collaboration and mutual investment.
He said the new agreements “pave
the way for a major leap in the level of
trade and business relations between
the two countries,” adding that despite
the upward trend in cooperation, both
nations must achieve the ambitious
targets set by their presidents.

The Iranian delegation, including sen-
ior officials from the trade and min-
ing sectors, traveled to Uzbekistan
on November 9, 2025 to pursue new
tariff arrangements, ease customs
procedures, and promote industrial
partnerships.

Iran Trade Promotion Organization
(TPO) Head Mohammad-Ali Dehghan
Dehnavi, who accompanied Atabak,
said Iran and Uzbekistan must over-
come existing obstacles to realize the
true potential of their bilateral trade.
“Expanding commercial relations re-
quires addressing transportation and
customs barriers,” he said, urging
both sides to finalize a preferential
trade agreement as soon as possible
to stimulate growth.

Dehnavi noted that one of the prima-
ry goals of the delegation’s visit was
to facilitate rail and road freight con-
nections and remove logistical bottle-
necks that hinder trade.

The discussions also focused on op-
portunities for cooperation in mining
and mineral industries, given the com-
plementary strengths of both nations.
Atabak highlighted Iran’s experience
in exploration, steel production, and
mining technology, proposing joint
ventures to boost investment and
technology exchange in these fields.
Accompanying the minister were
senior figures such as the head of the
Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organ-
ization (IMIDRO), the TPO head, and
several members of parliament and
major industrial companies.
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Reconstruction of damaged refmeries in South Pars accelerated

The GEO of the South Pars Gas
Complex, highlighting the role
of coherent planning, targeted
management, and round the
clock efforts of the staff, an-
nounced the continued sustain-
able gas production in the refin-
eries of this complex and said:
“The process of reconstructing
facilities and implementing stra-
tegic projects is proceeding with
favorable speed and quality.”
According to Shana news
agency, Gholamabbas Hos-
seini, speaking at a meeting
reviewing the strategic plans
of this complex and referring
to the successful performance
of South Pars refineries under
exceptional operational condi-
tions, stated: “The continuation
of sustainable gas production
in this massive industrial com-
plex is the result of meticulous
planning, continuous coordina-
tion among various operational
and technical departments, and
the dedicated efforts of the ex-
pert and committed staff of the
South Pars Gas Complex.”

He added: “In recent months,
all refineries of the complex, by
focusing on maintaining pro-
duction sustainability, enhanc-
ing equipment reliability, and

implementing structured main-
tenance and operational plans,
have been able to play their
effective role in the country’s
sustainable energy supply in the
best possible manner.”

The CEO of the South Pars Gas
Complex, referring to the ac-
tions taken in the field of recon-
structing refinery facilities, said:
“The process of rebuilding and
upgrading damaged units be-
gan from the first days after the
enemy’s attack, relying on do-
mestic capabilities, and today,
with the efforts of gas industry
specialists and staff, the im-
plementation of these projects
is progressing favorably and
ahead of planned schedules.”
Hosseini cited the localization of
technical processes and maxi-
mum use of domestically man-
ufactured equipment and goods
as among the most important
success factors for these pro-
jects, and clarified: “Utilizing
domestic capacities and the
technical knowledge of Iranian
specialists, while increasing the
speed of project implementa-
tion, has played a significant
role in enhancing production
sustainability and reducing de-
pendence on foreign sources.”
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He further referred to the de-
velopment plans of the South
Pars Gas Complex and added:
“The strategic projects of this
complex, aimed at improving
productivity, increasing facility
reliability, and strengthening
production sustainability, are
being pursued with greater seri-
ousness and speed, and a bright
horizon has been drawn for the
continued role of South Pars in
the country’s energy supply.”

The GEO of the South Pars Gas
Complex announced: “With the
continuation of a program-ori-
ented approach, use of local
knowledge, and capable human
capital, all available capacities
will be employed to maintain
and strengthen sustainable gas
production, so that this com-
plex, as the beating heart of the
country’s gas industry, contin-
ues to play its strategic role in
meeting Iran’s energy needs.”

Hosseini emphasized the impor-
tance of energy consumption
management and said: “Along-
side the continuous efforts of
gas industry staff to maintain
production sustainability and
energy supply, the cooperation
of the people and adherence to
consumption patterns can play

an effective role in maintaining
the balance of the country’s
energy network and continuing
optimal service delivery to all
sectors.”

Debris removal at South Pars’
damaged refineries reaches
60% progress

Also, the CEO of Pars Qil and
Gas Company, referring to 60%
progress in debris removal op-
erations at two damaged gas
refineries of South Pars during
the 40-day war, announced the
readiness of part of these facil-
ities to enter the reconstruction
phase and emphasized: “What
is being done today in South
Pars is a rare example of mobi-
lizing the country’s specialized
capacities to revive strategic gas
industry infrastructure.”
According to Shana news
agency, quoting Pars Qil and
Gas Company, Touraj Deh-
ghani, at a joint meeting with
the Director of Protection of
the National Iranian Oil Com-
pany, referred to the actions
taken regarding the recon-
struction of facilities damaged
by the third imposed war and
stated: “Debris removal op-
erations at two South Pars
refineries have reached 60%
progress; an achievement
that, given the environmental
conditions, operational risks,
stringent safety requirements,
and unknown hazards, seemed
unimaginable at first glance.”
Noting that the staff of Pars Qil
and Gas Company in various
operational, executive, and con-
tracting sectors were deployed
to the damaged areas immedi-
ately after the attacks, he added:
“According to the latest reports,
the complete clearing of three
main damaged areas has been
completed, and as of today, it is
possible to begin reconstruction
operations in these sections.”
The CEO of Pars Oil and Gas
Company, stating that debris
removal operations are expect-
ed to be fully completed in less
than a month, clarified: “The

volume of damage and com-
plexity of the work were such
that under normal circumstanc-
es, such an operation would
have required at least 6 to 7
months, but our hardworking
colleagues have managed to
achieve this level of progress in
less than two months, which is
a rare record in the country’s oil
industry and promises that in
the reconstruction phase, with
the same spirit and cohesion,
the process of restoring dam-
aged facilities can be followed at
an appropriate speed.”
Dehghani, referring to the ef-
fects of enemy attacks on the
country’s energy facilities, said:
“Today, all facilities, capacities,
and management approaches
have been mobilized to com-
pensate for the damages and
restore  production  capacity
as quickly as possible, and we
hope that with the cooperation
of all relevant stakeholders, we
can bring the valuable lost gas
production capacity back on-
line.”

Emphasizing the necessity
of supporting managers and
implementers of national pro-
jects, he added: “Achieving
major goals under such condi-
tions requires trust, collective
belief, and support from all
colleagues in related sectors,
and today decision-making
on national projects must be
viewed as an important issue
in the country.”

In another part of his remarks,
the CEO of Pars QOil and Gas
Company expressed gratitude
for the effective cooperation
and support of the Protection
Department of the National
Iranian Oil Company and said:
“Incritical situations, some
organizational pillars, including
the Basij and Protection, do
not merely have organizational
duties, but also bear national
and strategic responsibilities
and are considered part of the
country’s national security sup-
ply chain.”

War on Iran drives maritime transport costs up hy 80%

According to a report by Anadolu News Agency, con-
tainer freight spot rates have skyrocketed by 80%
since the outbreak of the US Israel attack on Iran at the
end of February. Trade flows in the Strait of Hormuz
remain 90% below normal levels amid ongoing geo-
political uncertainties in West Asia.

Following the start of the war on 28 February, mas-
sive disruptions to trade flows through this strategic
chokepoint continue to drive up freight rates in the spot
market. At the same time, rising bunker fuel costs and
associated fuel surcharges are adding further upward
pressure on freight rates.

The rerouting of maritime trade in the Red Sea — a di-
rect consequence of the conflict — is extending transit
and delivery times worldwide. In response, importers
are placing orders earlier than usual to compensate for
the latency. Maritime research firm Drewry reported
that its benchmark World Container Index (WCI) for a
40-foot container surged to $3,344 as of 4 June, com-
pared to $1,899 on 26 February — a stark difference.
As the 100th day of the conflict draws near, container
freight rates are approaching the highest levels of last
year, when they reached as high as $3,543 on 12 June
2025.

The rise follows increases in freight rates on Trans-Pa-
cific and Asia-Europe trade routes, as well as a re-
duction in available capacity because container ships
remain stranded in the strait. The spot freight rate for
a 40-foot container on the Shanghai-New York route
has risen 98% since the war began, to $5,505. On the
Shanghai-Los Angeles route, prices increased 108% to
$4,565 over the same period. Shippers bringing their
orders forward ahead of expected US tariffs (scheduled
to take effect in July), together with increased cargo
demand driven by the 2026 FIFA World Cup, continue
to contribute to the upward trend in prices, in addition
to the Strait of Hormuz disruptions. The spot freight
rate on the Shanghai-Rotterdam route rose 71% since
the start of the war, reaching $3,570. Moreover, some
bookings on the Asia-Europe route have been moved
to June ahead of bunker fuel price adjustments expect-
ed on 1 July, further pushing up prices.

Global economic consequences of a US-Israel attack
on Iran

Afull-scale US-Israel attack on Iran would have severe
and lasting consequences for the global economy, far
beyond the immediate disruption to container freight.
Based on the trends reported by Anadolu, the following
major impacts can be anticipated:

1. Soaring energy prices — Iran is a major oil and natu-
ral gas producer, and the Strait of Hormuz is the transit
point for roughly 20% of globally traded oil. A military
attack would likely lead to Iran blocking the strait or
targeting tanker traffic. Qil prices could spike to 200
per barrel, triggering a global energy crisis. Natural gas
prices (already volatile) would follow suit, especially
affecting Europe and Asia.

2. Global inflation surge — Higher freight and ener-
gy costs would feed directly into consumer prices.
The 80-108% increases in shipping rates already
observed would multiply into higher costs for manu-
factured goods, electronics, clothing, and food. Many
economies, still recovering from previous inflationary
episodes, would face renewed double-digit inflation,
forcing central banks to raise interest rates further and
slowing growth.

3. Supply chain disintegration — The Red Sea rerouting
and near-closure of the Strait of Hormuz would frag-
ment global supply chains. Automotive, semiconduc-
tor, and pharmaceutical industries — heavily reliant on
just-in-time delivery —would face production stoppag-
es. Extended lead times (from 30-40 days to 60-90
days) would force companies to hold larger invento-
ries, tying up capital and reducing efficiency.

4. Recession risks in Europe and Asia — The Eu-
rope-Asia trade lane is the world’s busiest. With 90%
of normal flows through Hormuz halted, European
manufacturers would struggle to receive components
from China, South Korea, and Japan. Germany’s ex-
port-driven economy, already fragile, could slip into
a deep recession. Similarly, Japan and South Korea,
which import almost all their oil via the strait, would
face energy shortages and trade deficits.

5. US economic fallout — While the US is less direct-

ly dependent on Hormuz for oil, higher global energy
prices would still raise gasoline and heating costs for
American consumers. The US is also a major export-
er of agricultural and industrial goods; disruptions
to global shipping would hurt American farmers and
manufacturers. Additionally, the expected July tariffs
mentioned in the Anadolu report would compound
these pressures, making imports from Asia even more
expensive.

6. Financial market turmoil — Geopolitical shocks of this
magnitude would trigger a flight to safety. Stock mar-
kets would fall sharply, while gold, the Swiss franc, and
US Treasuries would rally. The dollar could strengthen
further, causing emerging market currencies to col-
lapse, especially in countries that rely on food and fuel
imports (e.g., Egypt, Turkey, Pakistan, Bangladesh).

7. Food security risks — Iran, Irag, and Persian Gulf
states are major importers of wheat, rice, and vegeta-
ble oils. With shipping insurance premiums skyrocket-
ing (or coverage disappearing) for vessels entering the
Persian Gulf, food imports would become prohibitively
expensive or simply unavailable. This could lead to
hunger and social unrest across West Asia and parts
of East Africa.

8. Long-term restructuring of trade — The crisis would
accelerate efforts to find alternative trade routes, such
as the International North-South Transport Corridor
(via Central Asia and the Caucasus) or Arctic ship-
ping lanes. It would also boost investment in regional
manufacturing hubs (e.g., Vietnam, India, Turkey) to
bypass the strait. However, such shifts take years,
meaning near-term pain is inevitable.

In summary, the Anadolu News Agency’s report on
freight rate spikes is only the first symptom of a much
larger economic storm. A US-Israel attack on lIran
would not only raise shipping costs but also trigger
energy shocks, global inflation, supply chain break-
downs, recessionary pressures, and financial instabili-
ty. Policymakers worldwide should prepare contingen-
cy measures, including releasing strategic petroleum
reserves, accelerating diversification of trade corridors,
and pursuing diplomatic de-escalation in West Asia.
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Iran, Belarus nego-
tiate development
of cooperation in
agricultural sector

The Deputy Minister of Agricul-
ture and head of the Agricultural
Research, Education and Exten-
sion Organization, during a trip
to Minsk, met with the Minister
of Agriculture of the Republic of
Belarus and discussed the devel-
opment of relations between the
two countries.

According to a report by IRNA on
Friday from the Iranian Embassy
in Belarus, Gholamreza Golmo-
hammadi and Yuri Gorlov ex-
changed views on common areas
of cooperation between the two
countries in agriculture, applied
research, modern technologies,
and development of scientific and
technical interactions.

In this meeting, which was held in
the presence of Alireza Sanei, the
Ambassador of the Islamic Re-
public of Iran to Belarus, the two
sides emphasized the need to uti-
lize existing capacities to enhance
the level of bilateral cooperation
and develop agricultural relations
between Iran and Belarus.

The Deputy Minister of Agri-
culture, who traveled to Minsk
to participate in the Agriculture
Summit of Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization member states
(AgroSC0-2026) and the 36th
International  Specialized Agri-
cultural Exhibition Belagro-2026,
also met with some other senior
scientific and agricultural officials
of this country during the trip.

Golmohammadi met and held
talks with Piotr Kazakevich, Dep-
uty Chairman of the Presidium of
the National Academy of Scienc-
es of Belarus (NASB), at the acad-
emy’s premises.

In this meeting, the two sides
examined the scientific and re-
search capacities and capabilities
of Iran and Belarus in agriculture
and emphasized the expansion of
joint cooperation in various fields.
Soil mechanization and develop-
ment of smart agriculture, utiliza-
tion of modern technologies and
equipment to increase crop pro-
ductivity, exchange of genetic re-
sources and seeds, introduction
and development of climate-re-
sistant varieties, restoration of
damaged and degraded soils,
and implementation of joint re-
search projects were among the
most important topics discussed
in this meeting.

According to another report, vis-
iting the international specialized
exhibition “Belagro 2026” of
Belarus at the BELEXPO interna-
tional exhibition center in Minsk
was another item on the Deputy
Minister of Jihad Agriculture’s
agenda.

This event, now in its 36th edi-
tion, is the largest specialized
agricultural and food industry ex-
hibition in Belarus and every year
hosts companies, research insti-
tutes, producers, and agricultural
activists from various countries
around the world.

On the sidelines of this exhibition,
the international forum “AgroS-
C0-2026: Growth Strategy” was
held with the participation of
representatives from Shanghai
Cooperation Organization mem-
ber states.

Golmohammadi, as the repre-
sentative of the Islamic Republic
of Iran, delivered a speech at this
meeting and elaborated on Iran’s
perspectives and capacities in
the field of agricultural research,
modern technologies, and re-
gional cooperation, especially
cooperation among SCO member
states.
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Rezaei warns of
wider conflict if
diplomacy fails

Senior Iranian official Mohsen
Rezaei has called for the release
of billions of dollars in frozen
Iranian assets as a key confi-
dence-building measure in ne-
gotiations with the United States,
while warning that any renewed
military confrontation could ex-
pand far beyond the Persian Gulf
and threaten broader regional
stability.

Speaking in separate interviews
this week, Rezaei, a member of
Iran’s Expediency Council and
an adviser to the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, argued that
Washington has repeatedly un-
dermined diplomatic efforts and
bears responsibility for the cur-
rent impasse in talks between
Tehran and Washington.

In an interview with CNN’s Fred
Pleitgen, Rezaei said, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump had effec-
tively brought negotiations to a
standstill, stressing that the fu-
ture of diplomacy now depends
on decisions made in Washing-
ton.

“The ball is in Trump’s court,”
Rezaei said, describing the talks
as being at a deadlock and argu-
ing that the United States must
take practical steps to restore
trust if it seeks a lasting agree-
ment with Iran.

Central to those measures, he
said, is the release of approxi-
mately $24 billion in frozen Irani-
an assets.

“If he (Trump) wants to reach
an agreement with Iran, this $24
billion is a test of trust,” Rezaei
said. “This is our own money, not
America’s money.”

The former commander of the
Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) maintained that the cost
of negotiations is significantly
lower than the consequences of
renewed conflict, warning that a
return to war would carry serious
regional repercussions.
According to Rezaei, any future
military confrontation would not
remain confined to the Persian
Gulf. He said Iran would expand
its response beyond the Strait of
Hormuz to include broader stra-
tegic waterways stretching from
the Indian Ocean and the Bab
al-Mandab Strait to the Red Sea
and the Mediterranean.

He also emphasized that Iran’s
military capabilities extend be-
yond its missile and drone ar-
senal, arguing that the country
possesses  substantial  land-
based military strength capable
of responding to a wide range of
threats.

In separate remarks to Iran’s na-
tional broadcaster (IRIB), Rezaei
described the Strait of Hormuz
as one of Tehran’s most effective
deterrence tools, linking its future
status to the lifting of ‘an unlawful
US naval blockade’ against Irani-
an ports and vessels.

“The Strait of Hormuz is a pow-
erful arm of deterrence for us,”
he said, adding that Washington
must either accept Iran’s condi-
tions through diplomacy or face
escalating pressure.

Rezaei accused the United States
of repeatedly violating diplomat-
ic understandings and ceasefire
commitments, citing three sep-
arate instances in which negoti-
ations were undermined by mili-
tary or coercive measures.

He argued that the continuation
of the naval blockade despite
ongoing diplomatic contacts has
eroded confidence in the nego-
tiating process and raised ques-
tions about Washington’s com-
mitment to a political solution.
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) Teas That Support
Hormone balance Naturally
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Green or herbal teas can help naturally
balance your hormones, but they should
be used alongside a healthy lifestyle and
appropriate medical care.1

When your hormones that guide sleep,
metabolism, stress, and reproductive
health fall out of balance, you might notice
mood changes, hot flashes, irregular peri-
ods, or unwanted hair growth.

1. Green Tea

Green tea supports insulin sensitivity
and estrogen halance.

Green, black, oolong, and white teas come

NewspoPst
I Isfohon

from the Camellia sinensis plant:

* Antioxidants: Green tea stands out be-
cause it is not fermented, which helps it
retain more antioxidants that protect your
cells. One powerful antioxidant, epigallo-
catechin gallate (EGCG), supports metab-
olism (how your body uses energy) and
hormone health.2

» Metabolic health: Research shows green
tea can lower blood sugar, improve insu-
lin sensitivity, and support modest weight
loss. This may be beneficial for people
with polycystic ovary syndrome (PCOS),

visas to enter
U.S.

a condition linked to high androgens
(male hormones), acne, excess hair, and
irregular periods. Benefits may be more
substantial when you drink it regularly for
at least three months.1

¢ Sex hormones: One long-term study
suggests added benefits, noting that
women who drank green tea daily for over
20 years had healthier estrogen levels,
lower weight, and better sleep.3 Men in
similar studies have shown higher testos-
terone levels, better moods, and improved
Sleep.4

Iran’s football team have been granted
visas to enter the U.S. ahead of the 2026
FIFA World Cup. The approval comes just
10 days before the team’s opening fixture
against New Zealand, which will be held in
Los Angeles on 15 June.

“The visas necessary for Iran to compete
in the World Cup, including for athletes
and necessary support staff, have been

Green tea is safe for most people. Some
notice mild side effects like frequent uri-
nation or stomach upset.1

2. Spearmint Tea

Spearmint tea lowers testosterone in
PCOS.

Spearmint tea, made from the Mentha
spicata plant, is naturally caffeine-free. It
has a sweet flavor that’s softer than pep-
permint. It's safe for most people and is a
good option for people with PCOS. Stud-
ies show it may:5

* Help with weight and blood sugar control

issued,” an officials said. The Iranian foot-
ball federation is yet to publicly comment
on the visa approvals. The FIFA World Cup
2026 is set to kick off on 11 June, and will
be hosted by the U.S., Canada and Mexico.
In late May, Iran moved its training base to
Mexico from Tucson, Arizona, which Me-
hdi Taj, president of Iran’s soccer federa-
tion, said was due to visa problems.

B =

e Increase follicle-stimulating hormone

(FSH), supporting ovulation and more
regular periods

* Lower testosterone, reducing acne and
extra hair growth for those with PCOS1

3. Chasteberry Tea

Chasteberry tea eases PMS and hoosts
progesterone.

4. Marjoram Tea

Marjoram tea helps regulate periods.

5. Licorice Root Tea

Licorice root tea can raise cortisol levels
and mimic estrogen.

Iran’s latest retaliatory attacks against American bases in the Persian
Gulf region have highlighted the country’s seriousness and prepared-

ness to counter aggression.

The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC) carried out strikes
against two US air bases in Kuwait and Bahrain in the early hours of

Saturday.

In a statement, the IRGC said four violating oil tankers, acting under
the aggressive American military without coordination or regard for
repeated warnings from the Iranian naval forces, attempted to illegal-
ly exit the strategic waterway of the Strait of Hormuz.

Iran demands m-
mediate release
of frozen assets

Iran has made the release of its frozen
financial assets a central condition for
any future understanding with the United
States, with a senior Iranian diplomat in-
sisting that at least half of the funds must
be made available at once upon the sign-
ing of a memorandum of understanding
between the two countries.

Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s Deputy For-
eign Minister for Legal and International
Affairs, said Tehran would only consider
any proposed agreement acceptable if
Iran’s interests and concerns are fully
addressed. He stressed that a minimum
of 50 percent of Iran’s frozen assets
should be released as soon as an agree-
ment is signed, while the rest should be
unblocked within one to two months
under a clearly defined implementation
framework.

According to Gharibabadi, the assets
belong to Iran and have been unlawfully
frozen by the United States, making their
release a fundamental requirement in
any prospective arrangement. He noted
that technical and financial mechanisms
governing access to the funds could be
completed during a 60-day implementa-
tion period following the signing of the
memorandum.

The deputy foreign minister outlined a
broader set of Iranian demands that ex-
tend beyond the case of frozen assets.
These include the lifting of ‘the US naval
blockade on Iranian ports, the removal of
all unilateral American sanctions, includ-
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ing both primary and secondary sanc-
tions, and the normalization of Iran’s sta-
tus within international institutions such
as the United Nations Security Council
and the Board of Governors of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA).
Gharibabadi also said Iran expects any
agreement to include a permanent end
to hostilities across regional fronts and
full compensation for material and moral
damages resulting from US and Israeli
military actions against the country. He
added that Tehran has sought repara-
tions from several Arab states that eased
or supported military operations against
Iranian territory.

His remarks came as negotiations
aimed at ending months of confronta-
tion between Iran and the United States
reportedly move closer to a potential
framework agreement. However, Ghar-
ibabadi warned that Tehran would re-
spond forcefully to any future military
aggression and reiterated that Iranian
measures related to strategic maritime
routes should not be viewed as part of
a simple reciprocal arrangement with
Washington.

Separately, the Iranian diplomat sharply
criticized the latest report issued by the
IAEA and comments made by Director
General Rafael Grossi on Iran’s nuclear
program.

In a statement published on social media,
Gharibabadi argued that concerns raised
by the IAEA over limited access to certain

It said following warnings, one of the tankers was targeted and
stopped, while the other violating vessels turned back.

American drones then hit a telecommunications masts on Qeshm
Island and Goruk with two projectiles.
In response to the aggression, the IRGC’s Aerospace Force immedi-
ately launched ballistic missiles at Ali Al Salem Air Base, a US airbase
in Kuwait, as well as the US Fifth Fleet in Bahrain.
The IRGC also warned that it will not hesitate to respond to any act of
aggression by the US against Iranian territory.
The US and Israel launched a joint war on Iran on February 28.
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nuclear facilities, uranium stockpiles, and
what it describes as a “loss of continuity
of knowledge” stem directly from military
attacks carried out by the United States
and Israel against Iranian nuclear sites
operating under IAEA safeguards.

He accused the agency’s leadership of
not condemning those attacks and said it
was unacceptable to ignore the source of
the disruption while holding Iran respon-
sible for its consequences. According to
Gharibabadi, attacks on safeguarded nu-
clear facilities are violations of Iran’s sov-
ereignty and undermine nuclear safety,
the safeguards system, and the broader
international non-proliferation regime.
The deputy foreign minister further
rejected repeated references to Iran’s
60-percent uranium enrichment level as
evidence of potential weaponization, ar-
guing that such claims are political rather
than technical when presented outside a
clear legal framework. He emphasized
that the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT)
does not establish a specific numerical
limit on enrichment and maintained that
Iran’s nuclear activities stay peaceful and
within its legal obligations.

Gharibabadi warned that the IAEA risks
damaging its credibility if technical re-
ports are used as instruments of political
pressure. He said effective safeguards
depend on impartiality, respect for inter-
national law, and the explicit condemna-
tion of attacks on facilities monitored by
the agency.

Iran’s strong retaliatory military response forced President Donald
Trump to agree to a ceasefire with Iran on April 8.
During the war, Iran carried out 100 waves of missile and drone

strikes against Israel and US bases in the Persian Gulf region.

speaking to US media.

Trump has claimed that the US military destroyed Iran’s military
capabilities. Such claims have been rejected by American officials

The latest Iranian retaliatory strikes against American bases in the

Persian Gulf make it clear that any new act of aggression will be met

with a crushing response.

Iranian Interior Minister Eskandar
Momeni has urged the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO) to
adopt a clear and decisive position
against ‘recent US-Israeli military
aggression against Iran,” stress-
ing that the organization must ac-
tively defend the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of its member
states.

Speaking at the fifth meeting of
SCO ministers responsible for in-
ternal affairs and public security in
Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan, Momeni said
the international environment is
increasingly marked by instability,
uncertainty, and complex security
challenges that no single country
can address.

He emphasized the growing im-
portance of multilateralism and a
multipolar world order, describing
the SCO as a major geopolitical and
geo-economic force that represents
nearly half of the world’s population
and possesses significant econom-
ic and energy resources. According
to the minister, the organization has
become an influential actor in pro-
moting regional and global peace,
security, and prosperity in the 21st
century.

He also criticized unilateral sanc-
tions and ‘double standards in inter-

[ran calls on SCO to take firm stand
avainst U-srael agoression

national affairs,” arguing that such
policies undermine trust, weaken
security, and contribute to greater
regional and global instability.
Referring to recent military actions
by the United States and Israel
against Iran, Momeni said the at-
tacks took place while diplomatic
negotiations were underway and
resulted in extensive damage to ci-
vilian infrastructure, and historical
sites.

Marking the SCO’s 25th anniversa-
ry, Momeni said the organization
now faces a critical test following
‘an attack on one of its member
states.” He called on the bloc to
demonstrate its commitment to
defending member countries by
taking a stronger and more visible
stance against violations of sover-
eignty and territorial integrity.

“The voice of the SCO in oppos-
ing such violations must be heard
clearly and decisively across the
world,” he said.

He proposed a series of measures
to strengthen the organization’s an-
ti-terrorism framework, including
preventing the financing, arming,
and sheltering of terrorist groups,
expanding intelligence and judicial
cooperation, and reinforcing bor-
der-security mechanisms.
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