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attack on Iran sparks chaos

in global debt markets g
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Pezeshkian
reaffirms Tehran’s
commitment to
freedom of navigation

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian said the main challenge facing
maritime transit and trade in the
region stems from restrictions and
obstacles imposed by the Unit-
ed States on Iran’s shipping and
commercial activities, reaffirming
Tehran’s commitment to ensuring
freedom of navigation and stability
in international waterways.

In a telephone conversation with
Japanese Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi on Monday, Pezeshkian
thanked the Japanese government
for its humanitarian and pharma-
ceutical assistance to Iran and reaf-
firmed the Islamic Republic’s com-
mitment to resolving regional issues
and tensions through dialogue and
diplomacy.

Referring to Iran’s responsible ap-
proach in international relations, the
president said the Islamic Republic
has always regarded diplomacy as
the most effective way to address
existing challenges. He added, how-
ever, that some parties, including
the United States, have undermined
diplomatic efforts by failing to honor
their commitments, while the desta-
bilizing actions of the Israeli regime
have further complicated diplomatic
processes.

Pezeshkian also addressed regional
developments, describing the re-
peated violations of the ceasefire in
Lebanon, the continued displace-
ment of Lebanese citizens, and US
political and military support for Is-
raeli actions as alarming. He called
on the international community to
play a more effective role in stopping
the ongoing situation.

Elsewhere in the conversation, the
Iranian president underscored the
importance of security and freedom
of navigation in international water-
ways.

“The Islamic Republic of Iran is fully
prepared to facilitate maritime tran-
sit,” he said, adding that the main
problem stems from restrictions
and obstacles imposed by the US on
Iran’s shipping and trade activities.
Pezeshkian said Tehran would seri-
ously pursue issues related to ves-
sels connected to Japan and would
work to ensure that Japanese ships
can transit with greater ease and
without difficulties.

He further stressed that Iran will do
everything to normalize maritime
traffic through the Strait of Hormuz
and preserve stability and security
in the strategic waterway. He ex-
pressed hope that once conditions
return to normal, greater opportu-
nities

will emerge for utilizing Japanese
technical and engineering capabil-
ities in the reconstruction and de-
velopment of Iran’s refineries, ports,
and damaged economic infrastruc-
ture.

The president also called on the Jap-
anese government to help facilitate
Iran’s access to its financial resourc-
es and assets held in Japan for the
purchase of essential goods, medi-
cal equipment, and pharmaceuticals.
For her part, Prime Minister Taka-
ichi reiterated Japan’s support for
diplomatic solutions and expressed
hope that relations between Tehran
and Tokyo would continue to expand
across various fields.

Referring to her consultations with
US officials, the Japanese premier
emphasized the need to continue
the path of diplomacy and dialogue
to reduce tensions and resolve dis-
putes.

Takaichi also thanked Iran for its
cooperation in ensuring the security
of maritime routes and expressed
appreciation for the successful pas-
sage of Japanese vessels through
the Strait of Hormuz. She voiced
hope that conditions would allow
all ships to transit the strategic wa-
terway more quickly, safely, and
smoothly.
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The Deputy Head of Iran’s Trade
Promotion Organization, refer-
ring to a 16% growth in Iran’s
exports to Eurasia last year,
described this regional agree-
ment as a successful model for
developing non-oil exports and
expanding trade cooperation.
Amir Roshanbakht Ghanbari,
Deputy for International Busi-
ness Promotion at the Trade
Promotion  Organization ~ of
Iran, in an interview with Mehr
News Agency, responding to a
question about the plans of the
Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade in the field of indus-
tries and cooperation with the
Eurasian Economic Union, said:
Last year, the country faced nu-
merous political and security
events, but despite these condi-
tions, Iran’s exports to Eurasian
member countries increased by
about 16%.

He said: This indicates how
much trade and regional agree-
ments can be effective in de-
veloping the country’s foreign
trade. We must utilize all the

capacities of regional and in-
ternational agreements for the
development of non-oil exports.
Roshanbakht added: Eurasia
is a successful and practical
example of regional economic
cooperation that was formed
in the current government. This
year, coinciding with the first
anniversary of the implementa-
tion of this agreement, a good
opportunity has been provided
to evaluate its performance and
achievements.

He continued: Now we can
examine what measures have
been taken in the past year to
develop the country’s exports
and further connect Iran’s econ-
omy to regional economies and
free markets, and to what extent
this path has been effective in
achieving the country’s trade
goals.

The implementation of Iran’s
preferential trade agreement
with the Eurasian Economic
Union, which entered its op-
erational phase in May 2025,
has created new opportunities

for boosting Iran’s trade with
the five member countries of
the Eurasian Economic Union.
Iran’s free trade agreement
with Russia, Kazakhstan, Bela-
rus, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan
has laid the groundwork for
facilitating the export of goods,
reducing tariffs, and increasing
the competitiveness of Iranian
products.

Experts believe that this agree-
ment will not only strengthen
Iran’s export capacities but will
also lead to the development
of stable, long-term economic
relations between Iran and the
member states of the Eurasian
Economic Union.

In August 2025, Mohammad Ali
Dehghan Dehnavi, head of the
Trade Promotion Organization
of Iran (TPQO), said that steel
and petrochemicals are expect-
ed to account for 50 percent of
the objectives set under Iran’s
free trade agreement (FTA) with
the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU).

He said the FTA, which entered

into force on May 15, 2025, is
unprecedented for Iran, reduc-
ing tariffs on 87 percent of trad-
ed goods.

He noted that while previous
preferential trade agreements
with the EAEU had expanded
trade volumes, this latest agree-
ment presents a unique oppor-
tunity for deeper integration.
“Trade agreements create both
opportunities and challenges.
The overall outcome is positive
for both sides if vulnerabilities
are addressed and opportuni-
ties maximized,” Dehnavi said.
He emphasized that steel and
petrochemical industries are
major drivers of production and
exports, and leveraging them
effectively could achieve half of
Iran’s FTA objectives.

The official called on the pri-
vate sector to actively engage
in Eurasian markets, pointing
to research identifying which
Iranian products have the high-
est export potential. “Private
companies should focus on
maximizing profitability, while
policymakers ensure collective
benefits such as employment,
economic growth, and foreign
currency inflows,” he said.
Dehnavi also noted that ex-
port opportunities vary across
member states, highlighting
Russia as one of the most
lucrative markets for Iranian
products and promising further
studies to optimize engagement
in the region.

According to Elham Haji Karimi,
head of the Iran-EAEU FTA sec-
retariat, the agreement, signed
in December 2023 after more
than two years of negotiations,
covers 11 chapters, including
trade in goods, technical meas-
ures, sanitary standards, rules
of origin, customs cooperation,
dispute resolution, government
procurement, and sectoral co-

operation in transport, energy,
automotive industries, and free
trade zones.

In late January, a senior Ira-
nian foreign ministry official
proposed establishing a Eura-
sian free zones organization to
promote economic cooperation
and synergy among member
states.

Mohammadreza Nazeri, di-
rector general for economic
coordination at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, said that free
trade zones allow goods to be
imported, exported or re-ex-
ported with minimal customs
tariffs, while offering incentive
and support frameworks for
foreign investors.

He said Iran’s free zones pro-
vide five to ten years of tax ex-
emptions, guarantees for prin-
cipal and profit repatriation, and
facilitation of capital inflows and
outflows. The foreign ministry
also operates offices in these
zones to ease the entry and exit
of foreign visitors, he added.
Nazeri said cooperation among
free zones should be framed
around technology while adapt-
ing global knowledge to local
models, noting that Iran has
developed its free zones based
on domestic expertise. He
said the zones hold significant
trade, tourism and geopolitical
potential and have increasingly
focused on production as the
main form of investment.
Referring to the Chabahar railway
and the Khorramshahr-Shalam-
cheh rail line, Nazeri said the
routes could connect Common-
wealth of Independent States
(CIS) countries to the Indian
Ocean and Irag. He proposed the
creation of a specialized Eurasian
free zones cooperation body to
strengthen member economies
and improve access to open wa-
ters via Iran.

[ran: Lebanon must be meluded In any final agreement to end regtonal conflict

Iranian Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Esmaeil Bagaei has emphasized that
any future agreement between Iran and
the United States aimed at ending the
ongoing regional conflict must include
a comprehensive and lasting ceasefire
in Lebanon, describing the issue as
inseparable from broader efforts to re-
store stability in the region.

Speaking at his weekly press confer-
ence in Tehran on Monday, Bagaei
said recent developments in Lebanon
demonstrate that the country continues
to face serious security challenges de-
spite the announcement of a ceasefire
earlier this year. He accused Israel of
repeatedly violating Lebanese sover-
eignty and carrying out actions that
undermine regional peace and security.
According to Bagaei, Lebanon remains
subject to continued military pressure,
resulting in civilian casualties and dis-
placement. He argued that the situation
reflects a broader pattern of instability
driven by Israeli policies in both Leba-
non and the Palestinian territories.
“Iran’s position is clear: a ceasefire in
Lebanon is an integral and inseparable
part of any final agreement aimed at
ending the war and establishing sus-
tainable peace in the region,” he said.
The spokesman described Israel as
“the greatest threat to international
peace and security,” stating that ongo-
ing actions in Lebanon and Gaza have
contributed to a worsening humani-
tarian and security situation. He also
criticized international institutions, par-
ticularly the United Nations and the UN
Security Council, for ‘insufficient action
in response to repeated violations and
escalating tensions.’

Baqaei stated that recent incidents rep-
resented clear breaches of the April 8
ceasefire framework and warned that
the failure of the international commu-
nity to address such violations could

have consequences beyond West Asia.
He argued that continued impunity for
military actions and violations of sover-
eignty risks undermining international
law and weakening global security
mechanisms.

Addressing Lebanon specifically, Baga-
ei reiterated Tehran’s support for the
country’s sovereignty and territorial in-
tegrity. He said that defending national
borders is the responsibility of every
government and stressed that Lebanon
has the right to protect itself against ex-
ternal threats.

The diplomat also highlighted the role
of Lebanon’s resistance movement, de-
scribing it as a major factor in prevent-
ing further Israeli expansionism over
the past several decades. According to
Baqaei, recent events have once again
demonstrated the importance of local
resistance forces in defending Leba-
nese territory and deterring external
aggression.

“We consider ourselves committed to
doing everything possible to help Leb-
anon preserve its security, stability, and
sovereignty,” he said.

Beyond developments in Lebanon,
Bagaei addressed the broader state
of Iran-US interactions and ongoing
diplomatic efforts. He said that pro-
gress toward a potential understand-
ing between Tehran and Washington

has been slowed by ‘inconsistent and
contradictory positions’ adopted by the
United States throughout the negotia-
tion process.

According to the spokesman, one of
the primary obstacles to achieving pro-
gress has been the repeated introduc-
tion of new demands and changing po-
sitions by American officials. He argued
that these shifting messages have com-
plicated negotiations and prolonged ef-
forts to reach an understanding.
“When one side continuously changes
its views, raises new or contradictory
demands, and sends conflicting mes-
sages through different channels, it
is natural that the negotiation process
becomes longer and more difficult,”
Bagaei said.

He stressed that Iran entered negotia-
tions fully aware of the deep mistrust
that exists between the two countries
and noted that diplomacy should not be
confused with trust.

“Negotiations are not based on trust.
Diplomacy is a tool for managing differ-
ences and advancing national interests.
The talks do not mean that distrust has
disappeared,” he said.

Baqaei further added that recent US ac-
tions have reinforced Iranian concerns
regarding Washington’s intentions. Re-
ferring to ‘repeated American violations
of the April 8 ceasefire and attacks on

the southern parts of Iran,” he said such
actions demonstrated bad faith and un-
dermined confidence-building efforts.
“These violations are evidence of the
United States’ misconduct and ill will.
They only deepen the mistrust that al-
ready exists between the two sides,” he
stated.

The spokesman argued that such ac-
tions go beyond simple ceasefire viola-
tions and constitute acts of aggression
under international law.

He said Iran reserves the right to re-
spond in accordance with the principle
of self-defense as recognized by the
United Nations Charter.

At the same time, Baqaei stressed that
Iran remains focused on ending the
conflict and achieving regional stability.
He noted that discussions at the current
stage are centered primarily on ending
hostilities and reducing tensions rather
than addressing detailed nuclear-relat-
ed issues.

“There have been no negotiations at
this stage regarding the details of nu-
clear matters. The immediate focus re-
mains on ending the war and creating
conditions for stability,” he said.

The Iranian official also reiterated Teh-
ran’s demand for the release of Iranian
assets frozen abroad. He described
the issue as one of Iran’s fundamental
rights and said the country is seeking
the restoration of assets that were
blocked through ‘unlawful measures.’
Concluding his remarks, Bagaei
warned against actions that could fur-
ther destabilize sensitive waterways
and strategic routes in the region,
including the Persian Gulf, the Sea of
Oman, and the Strait of Hormuz. He
called on international actors to avoid
steps that could increase tensions and
instead focus on supporting diplomat-
ic efforts to achieve a comprehensive
settlement.
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Mossad’s ‘poison
machine’: Iran
International and the
Pezeshkian resigna-
tion rumor

Rumors about President Masoud
Pezeshkian’s alleged resignation
have been amplified by main-
stream Western media amid fresh
revelations regarding Israel’s role
in sowing discord in Iran.

The UK-based Persian-language
broadcaster Iran International,
which has long been accused
by Iranian officials of spreading
propaganda and fueling unrest in
the country, claimed on Sunday
that Pezeshkian had submitted an
official letter of resignation to the
office of Iran’s Leader, Ayatollah
Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei. Giting
anonymous sources, the broad-
caster alleged that Pezeshkian
complained that he and his gov-
ernment have effectively been ex-
cluded from major decision-mak-
ing processes, and that the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
has assumed control over key
state affairs. The outlet, which is
widely believed to be funded by
Israel, claimed that Pezeshkian
had stated that “under such cir-
cumstances he is unable to run
the government and carry out his
legal responsibilities,” and had
therefore requested to step down
immediately.

Iranian officials, including gov-
ernment spokeswoman Fatemeh
Mohajerani, swiftly rejected the
report as baseless. Addressing a
cabinet meeting on Sunday, Pres-
ident Pezeshkian also reaffirmed
his commitment to serving the
country. “We must be present on
the scene, and with strength, God
willing, we will manage the coun-
try’s affairs...l will continue as
long as | breathe,” he said.
Claims of divisions between the
government and military leader-
ship are not new. Since the United
States and Israel launched their
war against Iran on February 28,
several media outlets have alleged
infighting among Iranian political
and military leaders over the han-
dling of the conflict. Pezeshkian
and other senior officials have
repeatedly dismissed such claims,
stressing that they are intended to
drive a wedge between officials at
a time of unprecedented national
unity and resilience in the face of
US-Israeli aggression.

The Iran International claim about
Pezeshkian’s  resignation also
came shortly after an Israel Hay-
om report took the lid off its role in
fomenting unrest during the 2022
protests in Iran.

The report pointed to the role of
the Mossad spy agency in efforts
to create instability in Iran through
media and information operations.
As one example, it said Mossad
operates a social media infrastruc-
ture dubbed the “poison machine,”
which relies on fictitious accounts
and coordinated campaigns to
disseminate information aimed at
undermining Iran’s stability.

Last week, the Financial Times
also reported that the company
owning Iran International had re-
ceived £650 million in debt relief
from its shareholders, strength-
ening the financial position of the
London-based broadcaster. Iran
International has openly support-
ed Reza Pahlavi, the son of Iran’s
deposed monarch, and has fre-
quently provided a platform for
groups advocating regime change
and uprisings against the Islamic
Republic. For now, the resignation
rumors appear to fit into a broader
pattern of narratives aimed at por-
traying deep divisions within Iran’s
political establishment.
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Rainfall
increases hy 2.9%
compared to
long-term average

Since the beginning of the cur-
rent Iranian year, March 21,
till May 30, the country has
received 225.4 mm of rain,
indicating an increase of 2.9
percent compared to 218.9
mm of rain recorded in the
long term, according to the
Meteorological Organization.
From March 21 to May 30,
the country has received 70.2
mm of rain, which shows
an increase of 22 percent in
comparison to the 57.2 mm
amount recorded in the long
term, ISNA reported.

From May 22 to 30, one mm
of rain is recorded on average
across the country; compared
to the long-term amount of
2.4, the precipitation has low-
ered by 60.1 percent.

Since the beginning of the cur-
rent water year, September 23,
2025, till May 30, precipitation
has been above normal in 14
provinces of the country. Re-
corded rainfall in Hormozgan
and South Khorasan provinces
has increased by 76.7 percent
and 48.5 percent, respectively.
Despite increased rainfall,
17 provinces of the country
are still struggling with water
scarcity.

Tehran, Qom, and Semnan
provinces have recorded the
lowest amount of rainfall, re-
ceiving 39, 33.5, and 33.3 per-
cent less rain than the normal
amount.

El Nitw can lead to normal
precipitation in fall

As Iran has entered the El
Nifwo phase, particularly in
spring and summer, precipi-
tation is forecast to be low in
the southeast of the country
in summer, but normal in fall,
Ahad Vazifeh, the head of the
Meteorological Organization,
has said.

Currently, El Nitwo and La Nita
phases are in neutral condi-
tions, that is, the difference
between the temperature of
the water in the surface of the
Pacific Ocean and 200 me-
ters below the surface of the
ocean, in central and eastern
parts, is less than 0.5 degrees
cooler compared to a normal
situation, which indicates neu-
tral conditions, he added.
However, based on simulat-
ed models, the temperature
of water at the surface of the
ocean is predicted to get more
than 0.5 degrees warmer, and
enter El Nito Southern Oscil-
lation phase, ISNA quoted Va-
zifeh as saying.

The situation is not expected
to affect summer much as
summers are mostly dry in the
country; rainfalls in the south-
ern half of Sistan-Baluchestan,
east of Hormozgan, and south
of Kerman will be less than
normal.

Precipitation in the fall will be
influenced by EI Nitw and are
projected to be normal, un-
like last year, in which rainfall
dropped significantly.

‘El Ni#’ or “the boy” is widely
used to describe the warming
of sea surface temperature
that occurs every few years,
typically concentrated in the
central-east equatorial Pacific.
‘La Nifa’ or “the girl” is the
term adopted for the oppo-
site side of the fluctuation,
which sees episodes of cool-
er than average sea surface
temperature in the equatorial
Pacific.
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Iran, Oman hold
exclusive sover-
eign rights over
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1. Sugary Drinks

Studies show that regularly drinking bev-
erages containing added sugars, such as
sucrose and high-fructose corn syrup, is
linked to higher low-density lipoprotein
(LDL, or “bad”) cholesterol and lower
high-density lipoprotein (HDL, or “good”)
cholesterol levels.23

Those sweeteners, commonly added to
sugary drinks during production, trigger
the body to produce more cholesterol and
prevent existing cholesterol from break-
ing down.4

Research suggests that even just a few
weeks of consuming too many sugary
drinks and other sources of added sugar
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leads to an increase in cholesterol levels
and ultimately raises the risk of develop-
ing heart disease.5

2. Full-Fat Dairy Drinks

While dairy can be a healthy part of a
nutritious diet when consumed in moder-
ation, there are some types of dairy bev-
erages to be aware of if you’re watching
your cholesterol levels.

Whole milk (cow’s milk) is higher in cal-
ories, saturated fat, and cholesterol than
other types of reduced-fat milk, like 1%,
2%, or fat-free.6

Experts generally recommend skim (or
fat-free) milk for people with high cho-
lesterol levels, as it contains significantly

Strait of Hor-
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less saturated fat and cholesterol than
whole milk. Generally, the less saturated
fat you consume in your diet, the better
your cholesterol levels will be.7

3. Coffee With High-Fat Creamer

If you're flavoring your coffee with whole
milk or certain types of creamers, you
may be doing more harm than good for
your cholesterol levels.

Whole-fat dairy contains high amounts
of saturated fat and cholesterol, and
some coffee creamers have as much
as 5 grams (g) of added sugar per
1-tablespoon serving.8 This is why
experts generally recommend against
adding rich cream, sugar, or syrup to

An lranian deputy foreign minister
has stated that Iran and Oman are the
only countries with sovereignty over
the Strait of Hormuz, noting that Teh-
ran has established new regulations
to control maritime traffic under war-
time conditions.

“The Strait of Hormuz has two coast-
al states, Iran and Oman. These two

your morning cup of coffee for a heart-
healthy diet.9

Additionally, coffee contains diterpenes,
compounds that can raise LDL choles-
terol levels.10 Some research suggests
that brewing coffee with paper filters can
help remove these harmful compounds,
reducing LDL levels and potentially de-
creasing heart disease risk.11 However,
additional evidence is needed.

4. Drinks with Coconut or Palm Qils
Coconut and palm oils are common
sources of saturated fat.12 These oils are
typically found in:13

* Processed beverages

* Powdered drink mixes (hot chocolate or

countries have the right to exercise
sovereignty over their territorial wa-
ters,” said Kazem Gharibabadi, Iran’s
Deputy Foreign Minister for Legal and
International Affairs. “Under wartime
conditions, Iran has defined new reg-
ulations for controlling maritime tran-
sit and will not allow any country to
interfere,” he stated.

{ Drmks to Avord
o Lower Cholesterol

instant coffee)

* Goconut milk and other dairy-alternative
milks

* Some sports drinks

Nutrition experts generally recommend
against eating a daily diet rich in palm or
coconut oil to help lower high cholesterol
levels and reduce the risk of heart dis-
ease.14

While some research suggests that palm
oil is a healthier alternative to trans fat
and could offer cognitive health and other
benefits, it’s best to avoid these beverag-
es or discuss them with a healthcare pro-
vider if you’re concerned about managing
cholesterol levels.15

Economic fallout of US-Israel attack on fran sparks chaos m global debt markets

The US-Israel military offensive against Iran has sent shockwaves
through global bond markets, triggering extreme volatility in gov-
ernment borrowing costs throughout May and inflicting heavy loss-

es on investors.

According to Reuters, sovereign bond yields surged to multi-dec-
ade highs during the month as traders scrambled to reassess in-
flation and central bank policy amid escalating West Asia tensions.
The benchmark 30-year US Treasury yield climbed to around
5.2% on May 20 — its highest level since 2007 — as concerns over
stalled peace talks and oil prices spiking above $110 per barrel

Parliament of

Students to es-
(ablisha

network of 5,000 ¢

volunteers

Launched by the Welfare Organization,
the Parliament of Students is set to de-
velop a network of 5,000 volunteers who
are all under the organization’s support
Services.

The main objectives of the Parliament of
Students are to recognize and acknowl-
edge the fundamental right of adoles-
cents to actively participate in making
decisions that affect their lives, IRNA
quoted Arezou Zokaeifar, an official with
the Welfare Organization, as saying.

It aims to engage with the target com-
munity to accurately identify challenges
from their perspective, and to transform
the students from passive beneficiaries
to active agents, she noted.

The output can lead to revisions to direc-
tives and changes in the way services are
provided to suit the real needs of adoles-
cents, the official highlighted.

The Parliament of Students will contrib-
ute to strengthening different skills such
as conversation skills, critical thinking,
teamwork, emotional intelligence, effec-
tive communication, strategic thinking,
media literacy, problem-solving, and
meeting management. It will also help
them get familiar with administrative and
governance laws, Zokaeifar said.

The long-term goal of the Parliament
of Students is to train and empower a
new generation of managers who have
first-hand experiences of challenges in
Welfare Organization and are capable of

to come.
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managing different social sectors in the
future, she added.

The creation of participatory organiza-
tions, such as the Parliament of Stu-
dents, will have a great role in boosting
social participation and collective policy-
making among students.

Studies show that those students who
have the experience of activity in partic-
ipatory organizations will be more pre-
pared in the future to take social respon-
sibilities and roles.

The resident representative ad interim
for the United Nations Development Pro-
gram (UNDP) in Iran, Ayshanie Meda-
gangoda-Labé, has commended the Wel-
fare Organization’s services, which have
materialized commitment, inclusiveness,
and hope over the past 45 years.

Being highly reliable, the Welfare Organ-
ization has offered services everywhere
from metropolises to the most remote
villages, ISNA quoted the official as say-
ing.

She made the remarks while addressing
a ceremony for the deployment of harm
reduction mobile centers in Tehran on
Monday.

The relentless efforts of the organization
are based on Article 29, which guaran-
tees the right to social security for all
citizens, she noted. Article 29 specifies
that everyone is entitled to social security
benefits related to retirement, unemploy-
ment, old age, disability, lack of a guardi-
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fuelled fears that inflation will remain dangerously high for months

The damage extended far beyond the United States. British
government bond vyields soared to their highest levels in dec-
ades, Japanese vyields touched record highs, and Germany’s
10-year yield rose to levels unseen since 2011. Long-dated UK
gilts reached their most expensive borrowing costs since 1998,
reflecting deep unease over the fiscal consequences of the

Analysts say the attack has worsened already fragile fiscal con-
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an, accidents, and the need for healthcare
and treatment, and that the government
is responsible for providing these servic-
es and financial support, using national
revenues and public contributions, as
outlined by law.

The organization has brought dignity
and care to those facing deprivation and
social exclusion by providing services
such as mobile clinics, harm reduction
centers, and conducting programs for
women, children, and those in need of
special  services, Medagangoda-Labé
added.

The UNDP has had the honor of coop-
erating with the Welfare Organization
through Global Funds to fight against
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, Meda-
gangoda-Labé stated.

The partnership has led to the develop-
ment of a resilient and people-centered
infrastructure, with over 430 service
centers and 58 mobile vans. Over the
past year, committed medical staff di-
rectly offered services to some 19,000
vulnerable people in remote areas
through mobile clinics, the official high-
lighted.

She went on to say that these efforts
and services were not ceased even dur-
ing the 12-day war imposed by Israel on
the country, which indicates not just re-
silience, but the highest commitment to
public health.

ditions, particularly in the US, where rising real yields signal that

investor concerns go beyond inflation. The prolonged uncertainty

has also undermined confidence in central bank policy credibility.
While hopes for peace later offered brief relief, UK bond yields re-
main significantly higher than before the conflict began — a stark
reminder of the lasting economic scars inflicted by the US-Isra-
el assault on Iran. The turmoil in May underscores how military
aggression in the West Asia directly punishes global debt mar-

kets, raising borrowing costs for governments and businesses

alike.

With less than 10 days remaining
before the start of the 2026 FIFA
World Cup, the Iranian national
team find themselves dealing
with an unexpected challenge off
the pitch: ongoing uncertainty
surrounding travel visas required
for participation in football’s big-
gest tournament.

Iran have already secured their
place at the World Cup and have
been drawn into Group G along-
side Belgium, Egypt, and New
Zealand.

Team Melli will begin their cam-
paign against New Zealand in Los
Angeles on June 16, followed by
a clash with Belgium on June
21, before concluding the group
stage against Egypt in Seattle on
June 27.

However, while preparations
on the field continue smoothly,
logistical arrangements have
been complicated by delays in
the issuance of U.S. visas for
members of the Iranian dele-
gation. The situation has raised
concerns within football circles
because the United States, as
one of the tournament’s three
host nations, carries a respon-
sibility to facilitate participation
and provide equal access for all
qualified teams.

Iranian football officials have
confirmed that visa applica-
tions were submitted through
the required channels and that
FIFA remains actively engaged
in discussions with the relevant
authorities.

According to Team Manager Me-
hdi Mohammadnabi, FIFA has
informed the federation that a
final decision from Washington
is expected shortly. He described
the continued uncertainty as un-
fair, emphasizing that all qualified
teams should be able to focus

U.S. visa roadblocks cast shadow over
[ran’s World Cup 2026 preparations

solely on football.

The visa issue has already forced
a significant adjustment to Iran’s
World Cup plans. Instead of es-
tablishing their training base in
Arizona as originally intended,
Team Melli will now be head-
quartered in Tijuana, Mexico, fol-
lowing a proposal supported by
FIFA and welcomed by Mexican
authorities.

Mexico has played a constructive
role throughout the process. In
the latest positive development,
Iranian Foreign Minister Seyed
Abbas Araghchi announced that
Mexican officials had simplified
visa procedures for the Iranian
delegation. According to Aragh-
chi, Mexico’s embassy in Ankara
waived fingerprinting require-
ments and agreed to issue visas
within the next one to two days, a
move expected to ease the team’s
travel preparations considerably.
Yet the challenge is not com-
pletely resolved. Because Iran’s
training camp will be located in
Mexico while all three group-
stage matches will be played in
the United States, players and
staff require multiple-entry travel
authorization to cross the border
several times during the tourna-
ment. Securing these documents
remains the final and most im-
portant administrative hurdle.
FIFA has consistently empha-
sized the importance of protect-
ing the integrity of the World Cup
and ensuring that all qualified
nations can participate without
discrimination. As the tourna-
ment approaches, football sup-
porters around the world will
be watching closely, hoping that
administrative obstacles are re-
moved quickly so that attention
can return to where it belongs:
the game itself.
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