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Analysts raise oil
forecasts as energy
flows slow down

A monthly poll released on Friday
showed that analysts have raised
their oil price forecasts to 2026 for
the third time since the Iran War
began in February. They cite an
‘extended timeline’ for normalizing
energy flows back to pre-conflict
levels, according to a Reuters re-
port.

Based on a survey of 33 econo-
mists, analysts and other experts,
Brent crude will average $90.44 a
barrel by 2026 compared to the
$86.38 per barrel forecast last
month. U.S. crude oil was project-
ed to average $84.63 per barrel,
up from the April view of $80.07.
The forecasts are up about 40%
compared to February estimates,
which were $63.85 per barrel
for Brent and $ 60.38 per barrel
for WTI. These estimates were
published just a day prior to the
U.S.-Israeli strike on Iran.
Brent and WTI are at four-year
highs of more than $126.41 a
barrel and $119.8 a barrel respec-
tively, since the war began. The
closure of the Strait of Hormuz
caused sweeping disruptions in
energy supplies. Prices remain
below 2008 record highs of more
than $147 per barrel.

“It is unlikely that prices will reach
new records in this year.” Surab-
hi Menon, EIU India, said that
even though prices are forecast
to continue increasing until July
this year, the increase will only
be marginal compared to current
high levels.

This is based upon the assump-
tion that war in Iran will remain in
the current state (with the Strait of
Hormuz shut and a ceasefire) until
the end of July at the very least.
Kpler data showed that the month-
ly crude oil exports of the West
Asia region, which is the largest
oil exporting area in the world,
dropped to less than half their
previous level, at about 8.8 million
barrels a day, since March.
Thomas Wybierek is an analyst
with NORD/LB. He said that the
disruptions will last longer than
expected.

Even if a short-term ceasefire is
reached or a type of peace con-
tract is signed, the amount of oil
and gas delivered by sea will not
be the same in 2026.

Analysts polled predict that the
global oil market will face a sig-
nificant supply deficit by 2026.
Estimates range from 500,000
to eight million bpd. In May, the
Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries forecast a 1.17
million bpd increase in the global
oil demand in 2026. This is down
from the 1.38 million bpd previ-
ously expected. The U.S. Energy
Information Administration also
predicted a decline in demand of
about 420,000 bpd.

“The drag on demand is increas-
ing due to weaker macro-condi-
tions. The consumption is being
impacted by higher prices, weaker
trade flows and GDP downgrades.
The conflict has the effect of tight-
ening up supply and slowing down
demand growth,” Crisil analysts
said.

Analysts expect a rise in non-
OPEC oil production, as invento-
ries are expected to be reduced.
This will keep global stock levels
under pressure. Four sources have
said that the seven leading OPEC+
countries are likely to agree on a
modest increase in July produc-
tion when they meet this week.
Tobias Keller is an analyst at Uni-
Credit. He said: “The constraint
that has to be met by the gov-
ernment is not quotas, but rather
the inability of moving incremen-
tal barrels across Hormuz. This
means that output policy will re-
main largely symbolic, while ex-
ports are still impaired.
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Transter of trade corridors from south to north; lran’s new trade map unvelled

The comprehensive plan to
change the country’s trade cor-
ridors, aimed at countering the
economic siege and gradually
shifting trade from southern
ports to northern ports and land
borders, has entered the imple-
mentation phase.

According to IRNA citing the
Ministry of Economy, following
the recent imposed war and the
intensification of the economic
siege — especially the closure
of southern waterways by the
United States — the comprehen-
sive plan to change the coun-
try’s trade corridors is being
operationally implemented with
the goal of replacing imports
and managing siege conditions.
One of the most important
measures taken since the start
of the Ramadan War has been
removing obstacles related
to the clearance and transfer
of goods from customs sites.
These policies have reduced the
clearance time for imports of
essential goods from about 17
days to 9 days.

According to the Deputy for
Economic Policy of the Min-
istry of Economic Affairs and
Finance, following the minis-
try’s series of “360 Monitoring”
reports, a comprehensive diag-
nosis of the status of essential
goods imports during the war
period has been conducted,
which shows a significant de-

crease in the volume of these
goods being unloaded at the
country’s entry points.

After the results of the reports
were announced to officials
and simultaneously with the
beginning of the blockade of
southern  waterways, spe-
cialized working groups have
been formed in vital areas in-
cluding health-related items,
essential goods, and inputs
for industrial production. The
main objectives of these work-
ing groups are: determining a
replacement import map for
vital goods, identifying import
capacity from each route and
country, enumerating sub-
stitution limitations in short-
term, medium-term, and long-
term horizons, determining
the requirements for achieving
goals, and facilitating imports
through new corridors.

A similar approach is also being
pursued for export procedures.
A package of necessary meas-
ures to maintain the country’s
main export markets, with an
emphasis on supporting dam-
aged production units, is in the
final stages of preparation and
approval.

* Decentralization and delega-
tion of authority to provinces
One of the key axes of the plan
is decentralization and delega-
tion of authority to provincial
working groups. The program
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to transfer corridors from
southern ports to northern
ports and land borders is being
pursued partly at the national
level by the national working
group and partly by provincial
working groups chaired by gov-
ernors. Within this framework,
coordinated border manage-
ment and the removal of border
procedure obstacles have been
emphasized.

* Analysis of logistical capaci-
ties of alternative corridors
Actions in determining alter-
native corridors have mainly
focused on the import of es-
sential goods, and three main
constraints have been consid-
ered: the supply of goods by
the counterpart country, the
logistical capacity of neighbor-
ing or transit countries, and
the capacity of entry points at
land borders (rail and road) and
northern ports of the country.

* Inter-agency convergence and
the new trade map

In this regard, numerous ex-
pert meetings have been held
with relevant organizations and
traders. Also, the ministries of
Transport and Urban Devel-
opment, Agriculture, Industry,
Mining and Trade, the Planning
and Budget Organization, and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
have held numerous meetings
at the levels of experts, depu-
ties, and ministers, and have

formulated the country’s new
trade map based on available
borders and entry points.

* Customs transformation and
through transportation of goods
To reduce border traffic and
increase trade volume, the
implementation of a “through
transportation” mechanism is
on the agenda of customs offic-
es. Accordingly, the border will
merely be a point of passage
for goods; imported goods can
be declared before arrival, and
exported goods are declared
from customs offices inside the
country. This change will reduce
the accumulation of goods at
customs.

* Economic incentives for pri-
vate sector

In order to satisfy traders and
entrepreneurs, incentives in the
form of discounts on duties,
customs fees, and other sup-
ports have been considered.
This plan is currently in the op-
erational implementation phase,
and coordinated national and
provincial efforts to transfer
corridors and stabilize the coun-
try’s trade continue.

Meanwhile, President Pezesh-
kian emphasizing the need to
maintain market stability and
prevent price volatility, has or-
dered the acceleration of acti-
vating alternative import routes
and maximum use of neighbor-
ing countries’ capacities.

During a meeting, the latest
status of supply and import of
essential goods, medicine, and
needed inputs, considering
restrictions imposed on some
southern routes, was carefully
reviewed, and executive bodies
presented reports on actions
taken to manage the situation
and create alternative routes.
According to a report from the
ministers, as a result of nego-
tiations and coordination with
neighboring countries, a sig-
nificant capacity of land border
crossings and alternative trans-
port routes has been activated
and strengthened to facilitate
and increase imports of goods,
and the process of importing
essential goods into the country
is being continuously pursued.
At the meeting, the President,

stressing the need for intelli-
gent market management and
preventing any price volatility,
tasked the Ministry of Agricul-
ture with minimizing the pos-
sible effects of restrictions on
some entry points on the prices
of essential goods and medicine
through careful, continuous,
and forward-looking planning.
The President also emphasized
the need to maximize the use
of the country’s northern ports,
develop alternative trade cor-
ridors, and utilize the capacity
of neighboring countries — in-
cluding Pakistan, Russia, and
Azerbaijan — for supplying and
importing certain needed items,
and called for accelerating the
implementation  of  relevant
agreements in this area.
Pezeshkian also stressed the
need to guide and coordinate
private sector actors and stake-
holders in using alternative
transport and supply routes,
and called for maximum syner-
gy between the government and
the private sector in managing
the current situation.

During the meeting, the feasi-
bility of importing medicine and
certain critical items from China
via rail routes was examined,
and the need to strengthen mul-
timodal transport infrastructure
and increase the resilience of
the country’s supply chain was
emphasized.

In another part of his remarks,
the President emphasized the
need for the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs to further activate the
country’s economic diplomacy
capacity, stating: “All political,
economic, and regional capaci-
ties of the country must be em-
ployed to facilitate the purchase,
transport, customs clearance,
and entry of essential goods
and medicine so that no inter-
ruption occurs in meeting the
people’s needs.”

Pezeshkian also made clear that
if necessary, he would person-
ally negotiate with the leaders
of neighboring countries and
regional partners to remove any
potential obstacles to the supply
and transport of essential goods
and medicine as quickly as pos-
sible.

T'rump blows hot and cold on deal to curb otl prices

President Donald Trump keeps shifting the goalposts
amid ongoing efforts to finalize a memorandum of un-
derstanding (MoU) between Tehran and Washington
to permanently end the US-Israeli war that began on
February 28.

Since the April 8 ceasefire paused 39 days of war, Pa-
kistan has led mediation efforts to bring the conflict to
a permanent end.

Following the failure of talks in Islamabad on April 11,
Iran and the US have exchanged multiple peace pro-
posals, but according to Iranian officials, Washington’s
“excessive and unrealistic” demands remain the main
obstacle.

Nonetheless, the two sides are seeking to pave the way
for signing the MoU. Iran has stressed that, in the first
phase of a potential deal with the US, the war must
end, while discussions over its nuclear program would
be addressed in a second phase.

Iran’s conditions include guarantees of non-aggres-
sion, lifting the US blockade on Iranian ports imposed
in mid-April, removing US sanctions, unfreezing Irani-
an assets, recognizing Iran’s authority over the Strait of
Hormuz, and ending Israeli strikes in Lebanon.

Iran’s full control over the Strait of Hormuz since the
outset of the war has sent shockwaves across the
world and contributed to rising fuel prices and inflation
in the United States.

The US failure to reopen the strategic waterway
through military means was among the factors that
pushed Trump to engage in diplomacy with Iran.
Nonetheless, Iran says it has no trust in the United
States and is negotiating only to secure its national
rights and transform its military achievements during
the 39-day war into political gains.

Trump’s shifting position

On Saturday, The New York Times and Axios reported
that Trump had toughened the terms of the potential

MoU and sent it back to Iran for consideration, al-
though the details remain unclear.

Citing senior administration officials, Axios said Trump,
during a Situation Room meeting on Friday, requested
several amendments to the deal that his envoys had
reached with their Iranian counterparts. According to
two sources cited by the outlet, the changes include
provisions regarding the disposal of Iran’s enriched
uranium stockpile and limits on future enrichment.
Iran has stressed that enrichment is a red line and that
it will never relinquish its right to enrich uranium on
its own soil. Tehran has also made clear that it will not
transfer its stockpile of enriched uranium abroad.
According to a New York Times report, Trump has also
expressed concern about provisions in the potential
agreement that would involve unfreezing Iranian funds.
Quagmire of war

Trump has plunged the United States into what many
experts describe as a quagmire of war with Iran due to
his miscalculations. He is now trying to exit this diffi-
cult situation, but appears to be seeking a face-saving
way out.

Meanwhile, Israel Hayom recently reported that Is-
raeli officials believe regime change in Iran could
occur by the end of 2026 if Trump refuses to sign
an agreement with Tehran and continues pressure
on Iranian ports.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu stands ac-
cused of encouraging Trump to go to war with Iran,
although the US president denies this. Nonetheless,
the Israel Hayom report has once again highlighted the
role of Mossad and Netanyahu in emboldening him to
launch military action against Iran.

Iran has repeatedly stated that it remains open to di-
plomacy but will deliver a crushing response to any
new act of aggression. Iranian military officials have
also warned that a new war would have repercussions

extending far beyond West Asia.

Trump?’s latest contradictions suggest that he may sim-
ply be trying to buy time.

His willingness to engage in diplomacy appears pri-
marily aimed at stabilizing energy prices and financial
markets, as well as preventing further increases in fuel
prices and inflation in the United States. These policy
shifts and contradictory positions have also cast un-
certainty over whether even a preliminary understand-
ing can be reached.

Even if Trump signs an MoU with Iran, his ultimate
objective may not be a final peace agreement. Rather,
he may be seeking to navigate three major challenges:
rising prices, particularly in the energy sector; the suc-
cessful hosting of the FIFA World Cup; and the political
fallout from the war ahead of the US midterm congres-
sional elections.

Consequently, there is no guarantee that military con-
frontation would not resume after these challenges
have been overcome, even if a preliminary agreement
is reached.

On Saturday, Mohsen Rezaei, a former chief com-
mander of the Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) and a senior advisor to Iran’s Leader, warned
that Trump is “betraying diplomacy” for the third time
in less than a year.

Tehran and Washington were engaged in negotiations
when the United States and Israel attacked Iran three
months ago. A similar scenario unfolded in June 2025,
when Israel launched a war on Iran while talks between
Tehran and Washington were underway, with the Unit-
ed States later joining the conflict.

For this reason, Iranian officials argue that a third
war cannot be ruled out. They say Iran’s armed forc-
es remain fully prepared despite ongoing diplomatic
engagement, reflecting Tehran’s deep distrust of the
United States.
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Qalibaf: No US
deal without se-
curing the Iranian
people’s rights

Parliament Speaker Moham-
mad Baqer Qalibaf has stressed
that Tehran will not accept any
agreement with Washington
aimed at permanently ending
the US-Israeli war unless the
rights of the Iranian people are
fully secured.

“We place no trust in the ene-
my’s words and promises. What
matters to us is the attainment
of tangible achievements, on the
basis of which we will fulfill our
commitments. Until we are as-
sured that the rights of the Ira-
nian people have been fully se-
cured, we will not endorse any
agreement,” Qalibaf said during
a virtual parliamentary session
on Sunday morning.

Mediation efforts are underway
to finalize a memorandum of
understanding between Tehran
and Washington aimed at bring-
ing a lasting end to the US-Is-
raeli aggression that began on
February 28.

An April 8 ceasefire paused the
war, but according to Iranian
officials, Washington’s “exces-
sive” demands remain an ob-
stacle to a final agreement.
President Donald Trump was
forced to accept the truce af-
ter the US and Israel failed to
achieve their objectives in the
war, which mainly included de-
stroying Iran’s military capabili-
ties and reshaping the country’s
political leadership in their favor.
Iran launched more than 100
waves of missile and drone
strikes against Israel and US
bases in the Persian Gulf region
during the conflict. Citing US
officials, American media out-
lets say the damage inflicted
on those bases was far greater
than the figures announced by
the Trump administration.
Further in his remarks, Qalibaf,
who was reelected Parliament
speaker with a majority of votes
last week, said Iran’s talks with
the United States are aimed at
turning military victories into
political achievements.

“What we have achieved on
the battlefield with our missiles
has been possible thanks to the
support of the people. The job
of diplomacy is to turn these
victories into political and legal
achievements,” he said.
Qalibaf also voiced support
for the latest comments by the
Leader of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei, who has called for
preserving national unity.
“We are pushing the enemy
back in a major and historic war.
As the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution has also empha-
sized, the most important factor
behind victory in this war is uni-
ty and cohesion. Alongside the
military strength and defensive
preparedness of the fighters of
the Islamic Republic of Iran, it
is the steadfastness and unity
of the people in the face of a
treacherous enemy that have
forced the enemy into retreat.
This key to victory must be pre-
served,” he said.

Qalibaf added that, in the new
phase of the war, the enemy
is trying to sow discord and
undermine national cohesion
through economic pressure and
media warfare in an attempt to
compensate for its military set-
backs and force Iran into sub-
mission. Qalibaf, however, said
such plants are nothing more
than “wishful thinking.”
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Iranian embassy
in Denmark re-
jects allegations
as ‘baseless’

The Iranian Embassy in Co-
penhagen has rejected alle-
gations raised by Denmark’s
intelligence and security
service against the Islamic
Republic, saying the accu-
sations are part of a broader
effort to politically and inter-
nationally isolate Iran rather
than the result of any prov-
en threat against Denmark
or other Western countries.
In a statement issued on
Saturday, the embassy re-
sponded to a recent assess-
ment by the Danish Security
and Intelligence Service
(PET), which claimed Iran
posed threats to “Israeli and
Jewish interests, as well as
certain Iranian dissidents,”
in Denmark.

“The accusations levelled
against the Islamic Republic
of Iran in PET’s recent as-
sessment are mainly based
on general evaluations and
claims rather than docu-
mented and undeniable ev-
idence,” the statement said.
The embassy stressed that
Iran has consistently and of-
ficially rejected any involve-
ment in the alleged activities
on Danish soil, adding that
PET reports in recent years
have repeatedly presented a
false and misleading image
of an “Iranian threat” with-
out providing convincing
evidence to support such
claims.

“The significant gap be-
tween allegations and evi-
dence presented calls into
question the credibility of
PET’s conclusions,” the
statement added.
Rejecting PET’s arguments
regarding two specific cases
mentioned in the report—
the alleged 2018 plot target-
ing a leader of the separatist
ASMLA group in Denmark
and the 2024 attack on the
Israeli Embassy in Copen-
hagen—the Iranian Embas-
sy said no documented ev-
idence had been presented
proving the involvement of
the Iranian government in
either case.

The statement further not-
ed that members of ASM-
LA were later accused and
convicted of receiving for-
eign support, engaging in
espionage activities, and
maintaining links to violent
operations.

Regarding the attack on the
Israeli Embassy in Copenha-
gen, the embassy said that
not only had no concrete ev-
idence been presented, but
those convicted in the case
also made no claims during
court proceedings linking
Iran to the incident.

“These cases, alongside
other evidence and indica-
tions, show that the Islamic
Republic of Iran is unfairly
portrayed as a source of
threat, while Iran itself has
been the target of hostile
acts and political pressure,”
the embassy said.

The statement concluded
that “baseless allegations
against Iran are part of a
broader process to isolate
it politically and internation-
ally, rather than a response
to a real threat against
Denmark or other Western
countries.”
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Chicken Before Cooking?
A Dietatian Weighs In
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Key Takeaways

* You should not wash chicken before
cooking it.

e Washing chicken before cooking
spreads harmful pathogens, increasing
the risk of foodborne illness.

* The safest way to kill bacteria on chick-
en is to cook it to an internal temperature
of 165°F.

Although washing chicken before cook-
ing has long been a common food-prepa-
ration habit, food safety authorities ad-
vise against it. Washing chicken before
cooking can do more harm than good.
Should You Wash Chicken Before Cook-

ing?

No, you should not wash chicken before
cooking.

Washing chicken before cooking does
not kill germs. Instead, washing spreads
the germs found on raw chicken. The
only way to kill germs on raw chicken is
to cook it to an internal temperature of
165 degrees F.1

Chicken can sometimes feel slick or have
extra liquid from the packaging. Howev-
er, this doesn’t mean the chicken needs
to be washed. Instead, you can pat the
chicken dry with paper towels, then im-
mediately throw the towels away and

wrestlers to
Mongolia

Six Iranian Greco-Roman wrestlers
will represent Iran at the Ulaanbaatar
Open Ranking Series 2026.
Ulaanbaatar Open, the third Ranking
Series of the year, will be held in the
Mongolian capital from June 4-7.
Payam Ahmadi (55kg), Ali Ahmadi
Vafa (60kg), Erfan Jarkani and Mo-

wash your hands.

Soaking chicken in saltwater or a brine
solution does not make the chicken
cleaner or safer to eat. If you choose to
soak or brine your chicken, make sure to
discard the soaking liquid and thorough-
ly wash and sanitize the container, sink,
and any other surfaces it comes into
contact with.2

What Happens When You Wash Chick-
en Before Cooking?

When you wash chicken, germs
spread from the chicken to your sink,
countertops, and more. Washing, even
with bleach, does not kill all of these

harmful pathogens. That means other
items in your kitchen, like food and
produce, can contract bacteria and
make you sick.1

Chicken is a major source of the food-
borne illness Salmonella. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC) estimates that 1 in 25 packages of
chicken at the grocery store is contami-
nated with Salmonella. Roughly 1 million
people in the United States get sick each
year from eating contaminated poultry.3
What Are Safe Practices for Cooking
Chicken?

¢ It's not recommended to wash chicken

hammad Keshtkar (63kg), Javad
Rezaei and Danial Sohrabi (72kg) are
Iranian wrestlers in the tournament.
The World Ranking Series events are
the main International Tournaments
supervised by United World Wres-
tling. These events are fully integrated
into the Ranking System.

before cooking.

« Store your chicken at the bottom of the
refrigerator so it doesn’t leak onto other
foods.

e Use a separate cutting board for raw
chicken, and never place cooked food or
raw produce on the same surface as raw
chicken.

* Wash surfaces that come into contact
with raw chicken with hot, soapy water.
* Make sure to cook chicken to a safe in-
ternal temperature of 165°F.

e |f you think the chicken is not fully
cooked, cook it more or send it back to
the kitchen.3

American households have paid nearly $450 more on energy-related expenses

since the outbreak of the Iran war, according to a Moody’s Analytics analysis

shared exclusively with CNBC.

The average household has shelled out an additional $447.19 on fuel since the
conflict began on Feb. 28, data from the research firm shows. That has cost U.S.
consumers nearly $60 billion so far amid surging gasoline and airline prices,

CNBGC reported.

Roughly half of the increased spending is due to higher gasoline prices. The av-

erage price of unleaded fuel stood at about $4.39 per gallon on Friday, up more
than 47% since the start of March, according to AAA. Diesel prices have jumped

[ran’s emergmg

alobal role

Submission and surrender do not exist
in Iran’s political culture. Pressure in-
stead leads to resilience and real efforts
to solve problems under difficult con-
ditions. It drives the search for alterna-
tives to anything vulnerable to sanctions
or threats. For example, the maritime
blockade America seeks to impose on
Iran forces Iran to develop alternative
land and sea trade routes.

Iran has experienced this throughout the
years since the 1979 revolution, and it
would not have reached near self-suffi-
ciency in military and civilian industries
without operating under pressure and
sanctions. This includes finding alterna-
tives to imports in both military and civil-
ian manufacturing and making use of the
country’s vast resources and lands.

The Western bloc led by America seeks
to make Iran an exception among na-
tions by denying it internationally recog-
nized rights, including the civilian use of
nuclear energy under the regulations of
the International Atomic Energy Agency.
Iran will not submit to this. And it knows
how to change the equation. Iran under-
stands that what could not be achieved
through war cannot be extracted during
peacetime.

The war that lasted 39 days saw Amer-
ica calling for a ceasefire after only the
tenth day. Iran only ended the conflict
after sending the message that it would
not surrender to this logic. Would it then
make sense for Iran to surrender mere-
ly because of threats to restart the war,
even if that war caused destruction?
Such destruction would not change the
outcome. It would not change geog-

roughly 47% as well, resulting in more than $20 billion in additional expenses for
consumers who rely on diesel for delivery trucks and boats. Airline fares climbed
more than 20% in April compared with a year ago, federal data shows.

The Moody’s data underscores the economic pain Americans are feeling as the
conflict nears its three-month mark. Higher energy costs could force consumers
to dip into savings and rely more on debt.
The nearly $450 in extra energy spending has already erased the boost of $384 per
household from bigger tax returns under President Trump’s “big, beautiful bill,”
according to Moody’s. Goldman Sachs expects higher energy prices to erode con-
sumers’ purchasing power through the remainder of 2026, the bank told CNBC.
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raphy, nor would it change Iran’s will.
This is the message Iran’s leadership
conveyed to the American side through
mediators.

The statements of the American pres-
ident diminish his credibility while in-
creasing Iran’s credibility. If America
enters another war and still changes
nothing, its credibility will collapse not
only in Iran and the region, but globally.
This would contribute to the major global
transformations now unfolding.

This war has revealed the difference be-
tween Western cultural and civilizational
concepts, despite all the values the West
claims to uphold, and the actual values
carried by the Islamic Republic of Iran.
The world witnesses the contradictions
in American rhetoric and the arrogance
that permits itself to seize nations’
wealth, change governments, and violate
international laws that America itself es-
tablished.

In contrast stands Iran, steadfast in what
it considers truth, refusing to submit to
threats, presenting its principles firmly
without abandoning them, while still al-
lowing room for diplomacy despite the
injustices of the existing international
order. This war exposed that contrast.
It also changed the stereotypical image
the West tried to create about Iran over
past decades. Iran gained prestige and
respect as a nation defending what it
sees as its rights. This will make coun-
tries around the world deal with Iran with
greater appreciation and respect.

The blockade Trump seeks to impose
on Iran will encourage Iran to develop
alternatives by turning eastward and

UNITED ARAB 3 7%

strengthening relations with Pakistan,
Afghanistan, China, and Russia. This
itself becomes another gain for Iran.
Therefore, the Strait of Hormuz in this
context is highly valuable as it is strate-
gically one of the world’s most important
economic and energy supply routes,
including trade in minerals, urea, and
aluminum.

Furthermore, it serves as an effective
tool against American sanctions and
blockade policies by enabling Iran to
retaliate economically against those en-
forcing sanctions. It also enhances Iran’s
prestige and influence among nations
and can become a source of revenue and
wealth through transit fees, similar to the
Bosporus Strait in Turkey or the Suez Ca-
nal in Egypt.

No military operation, regardless of de-
struction, can truly eliminate these real-
ities. America will eventually realize that
it misunderstood and misjudged Iran.
Here Iran asserts is right to the Strait
of Hormuz, its right to enrich uranium,
to recover seized assets, the right to
compensation for damages caused by
aggression against it and its right to ex-
ercise sovereign policies as an independ-
ent state so long as it remains within in-
ternational law.

In doing so, Iran contributes to creating
anew world order based on values, eth-
ics, equality, mutual respect, and recog-
nition of rights, rather than domination
and brute force. After this war, Iran will
find itself in a position of greater inter-
national respect that may prepare it to
play a major role in shaping this emerg-
ing order.

g
The Islamic Revolution Guards Corps
(IRGC) Navy unveiled its new “Rajab
27th” high-speed assault watercraft
in Tehran on Saturday night.
The unveiling ceremony was held on
the 90th consecutive night of popu-
lar rallies at Tehran’s Engelab (Rev-
olution) Square, where the military
vessel was presented to the Iranian
public.
The “Rajab 27th” is a fast-attack
watercraft featuring a trimaran hull
design, which enhances stability and
maneuverability in challenging mari-
time conditions.
The speedboat is capable of launch-
ing two sea-based cruise missiles
with a range of 700 kilometers.
The vessel is also designed to con-
duct operations in sea states with
wave heights of up to three meters
while maintaining a high degree of
maneuverability.
The unveiling of the new speedboat
highlights the continued development
of the IRGC Navy’s fast-attack and
missile-equipped maritime capabili-
ties, which play a key role in Iran’s na-
val defense strategy and operations in
southern waters.

[RGU umverls new
missile-armed assault speedhoat

The speedboats are considered one
of the most important components of
Iran’s asymmetric naval warfare doc-
trine. Since the 1980s, these fast and
highly maneuverable vessels have
been developed to counter larger and
more technologically advanced naval
forces operating in the Persian Gulf
and surrounding waters.

Iranian reports frequently highlight
the role of these craft in protect-
ing the country’s territorial waters,
securing maritime routes, and de-
terring foreign military threats. The
boats are often equipped with an-
ti-ship missiles, rockets, machine
guns, drones, and electronic warfare
systems, enabling them to conduct
rapid swarm attacks against hostile
naval assets.

The operational concept behind these
vessels is to exploit speed, maneu-
verability, and numerical superiority
to challenge larger enemy warships,
particularly in the confined waters of
the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hor-
muz. The speedboat fleets are a key
element of the country’s deterrence
strategy and a symbol of indigenous
military innovation.
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