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Iran, Kazakhstan
emphasize develop-
ment of trade, trans-
port, industry, min-
ing, logistics co-op

The Minister of Industry, Mining and
Trade of Iran, during a meeting with
the Minister of Industry and Con-
struction of Kazakhstan, in Astana,
while reviewing ways to develop eco-
nomic relations, emphasized the im-
plementation of joint industrial pro-
jects aimed at increasing the volume
of trade between the two countries.
According to IRNA from the Minis-
try of Industry, Mining and Trade,
Seyyed Mohammad Atabak, in his
meeting with Kanat Sharlapayev,
Minister of Industry and Construc-
tion of Kazakhstan, stressed the
development of relations. It was de-
cided that in order to frame coopera-
tion and accelerate defined projects,
bilateral memoranda of understand-
ing between the responsible bodies
of the two countries would be draft-
ed and signed to facilitate the imple-
mentation of industrial plans.

One of the key axes of this dialogue
was resolving financial challenges
facing contractors and industrialists
of both countries. In this regard, the
parties agreed to establish necessary
mechanisms to facilitate the issu-
ance of bank guarantees aimed at
ensuring the implementation of joint
projects and supporting companies
active in these fields.

The Minister of Industry and Con-
struction of Kazakhstan, welcoming
the proposals put forward, empha-
sized his country’s readiness to pro-
vide legal and executive frameworks
for more active participation of Irani-
an companies in Kazakhstan’s indus-
trial projects.

This meeting, which is considered an
important step towards strengthen-
ing economic relations in the Eurasia
region, ended with an emphasis on
continuing expert-level negotiations
to finalize the aforementioned mem-
oranda.

Meanwhile, during a meeting be-
tween the Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade of Iran and the Minister
of Transport of Kazakhstan in Astana,
the two sides emphasized expanding
bilateral cooperation in trade, trans-
port and logistics.

According to IRNA from the Minis-
try of Industry, Mining and Trade,
at the meeting between Seyyed
Mohammad Atabak, Minister of
Industry, Mining and Trade of Iran,
and Nurlan Sauranbayev, Minister
of Transport of Kazakhstan, the de-
velopment of joint cooperation with
the aim of increasing demand and
supply volume of essential goods,
facilitating loading, unloading and
customs clearance processes at the
customs of both countries, as well
as utilising the successful experience
of sea lines between Iran’s northern
ports including Anzali, Amirabad and
Nowshahr with the port of Aktau,
were examined in order to enhance
the level of trade.

The two sides also emphasized co-
operation to attract Kazakh investors
to invest in Iran’s northern ports and
supply the required vessels in the
Caspian Sea.

Increasing shipping lines in the Cas-
pian Sea between Iranian and Kazakh
ports with the aim of increasing the
volume of maritime exchanges and
taking advantage of the competitive
advantages of this mode of transport

Iran, Tajikistan forge Closer economw ties s SI-hillion trade target looms

The closing ceremony of the
18th meeting of the Iran-Ta-
jikistan Joint Economic Com-
mittee was held in Dushanbe
on May 26. Addressing the
meeting, Tajikistan’s Minister
of Energy and Water Resourc-
es, noting a significant increase
in trade between Iran and Ta-
jikistan in the first quarter of
2026, called Iran Tajikistan's
most important partner in the
region and emphasized the de-
velopment of technological and
energy cooperation based on
historical commonalities.

Dalir Juma referred to Iran as
a friendly and brotherly coun-
try and said: “We consider the
role of Iran important for peace
and stability in the region and
the world. Tajikistan evaluates
cooperation between the two
friendly and brotherly coun-
tries, i.e. Iran and Tajikistan, as
beneficial, and relying on the
principle of good faith, consid-
ers Iran one of its most impor-
tant partners in the region and
the world.”

He added: “Deep historical, cul-
tural and linguistic commonal-
ities have provided the ground
for beneficial cooperation in
technology, industry, energy
and many other fields between
the two countries.”

Tajikistan’s  energy minister,
referring to official statistics,
noted: “Trade between Iran and
Tajikistan in the first quarter of
2026 has increased significant-
ly compared to the same period
last year, and the expansion of
this trade will lead to economic
security and further develop-
ment for both countries.”
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The 6,000-year culture of Iran
and Tajikistan is unbreakable
- upgrading relations pursued
seriously

Iran’s  Minister of Energy,
pointing to the favorable polit-
ical relations between the two
countries, called upgrading
trade and economic relations a
primary duty and said: “The end
of this session is not the end of
the work, but the beginning of a
heavy responsibility on the path
to realizing the agreements.”
Abbas Aliabadi, referring to the
deep bonds between the two
nations, said: “As discussed
during this session and as
President Emomali Rahmon
also noted, today, relying on
the deep linguistic, cultural,
religious and social bonds
between the two brotherly na-
tions, we stand on a new path
of cooperation.”

He added: “Developing rela-
tions with neighboring coun-
tries and Muslim countries has
always been at the top of the
strategic priorities of our coun-
try’s officials, and among these,
Tajikistan has a special place.”
Aliabadi, pointing to the favora-
ble political relations between
the two countries, stated:
“Today we see that political
relations between Iran and Ta-
jikistan are at an excellent lev-
el, but our main challenge and
duty is to raise this level of polit-
ical intimacy to a similar level in
trade and economic relations.
Enemies should know that this
6,000-year culture of the two
nations is unbreakable.”

The Minister of Energy empha-
sized: “The end of this session

is not the end of the work,
but the beginning of a heavy
responsibility on the path to
realizing the agreements. The
document resulting from this
session is not just a collection
of words, but a covenant for
action. For these agreements
to become a turning point in re-
lations between the two coun-
tries, we need to operationalize
the executive mechanisms in
a timely manner. Here | must
express my gratitude to the
people and government of Ta-
jikistan for accompanying us on
this path.”

Aliabadi, stressing the forma-
tion of joint technical commit-
tees, noted: “I emphasize that
the formation of joint technical
committees and a follow-up
committee for the session must
not be delayed. | sincerely thank
all the expert delegations and
especially my colleagues in the
international department of the
Ministry of Energy who played
a role in advancing these claus-
es with precision and speed. |
hope all the proposed sugges-
tions reach the implementation
stage with the same speed and
precision.”

The Minister of Energy, referring
to the capacities for coopera-
tion between the two countries,
said: “Increasing capacities and
potentials to expand trade and
economic relations between
the two countries, especially in
the field of exporting technical
and engineering services, using
transit capacities, and selling oil
and oil products to Tajikistan,
are among the important axes
of cooperation.”

Aliabadi expressed hope at the
end: “l hope the implementa-
tion of the agreements reached
at this session will be a turning
point in the relations and inter-
actions between the two coun-
tries, and that the proposed
clauses in the joint committee
will all proceed with precision
and speed.”

During this trip, Iran’s Minister
of Energy also met with Tajik
President Emomali Rahmon. In
this meeting, current coopera-
tion between the two countries,
especially in the economic,
industrial, energy, agricultural,
road construction and transport
sectors, was reviewed and dis-
cussed.

The President of Tajikistan not-
ed that the existing tensions in
West Asia can only be resolved
through diplomatic tools and
negotiation. Tajikistan’s  firm
stance in support of ongoing
political efforts and construc-
tive dialogue to resolve conflicts
was emphasized.

Presidential phone call - Iran
ready to expand cooperation
in all fields

Also, Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian, in a telephone con-
versation with Tajik President
Emomali  Rahmon, referring
to the expanding relations be-
tween Tehran and Dushanbe,
stated: “Iran is ready to further
develop bilateral cooperation
with Tajikistan in all fields, espe-
cially in the economic, energy,
transport and cultural sectors.”
$1 billion trade target — joint
industrial plants and mining
task force

Back in mid-February, Seyed
Mohammad Atabak, Iran’s min-
ister of industry, mining and
trade, said that Iran and Tajik-
istan have set a target of raising
bilateral trade to $1.0 billion
in the near future and agreed
to expand joint investments
and establish shared industrial
plants, as senior officials from
both sides moved to deepen
economic and mining cooper-
ation.

He made the remarks during
a visit to Dushanbe, where he
met with Prime Minister of Ta-
jikistan Qohir Rasulzoda and
other senior officials.

Atabak said economic relations
and trade exchanges between
the two countries were on a
positive and expanding trajec-
tory, adding that bilateral ties,
particularly in commerce, were

stronger than before.

During the multi-day visit, he
held talks with three Tajik min-
isters, two heads of state com-
mittees and the prime minister
on boosting cooperation in ar-
eas including pharmaceuticals,
mining and industrial develop-
ment.

The two sides agreed to pursue
a roadmap aimed at accelerat-
ing the implementation of ex-
isting agreements, facilitating
private sector engagement and
strengthening export capacity,
technology transfer and bilater-
al infrastructure.

In the mining sector, Iran and
Tajikistan agreed to form a joint
working group between Iran’s
Ministry of Industry, Mining
and Trade and Tajikistan’s Min-
istry of Industry to expand the
presence of Iranian companies
in Tajikistan’s mining and min-
eral industries.

Masoud Sami’e Nejad, head
of the Iranian Mines and Min-
ing Industries Development
and Renovation Organisation
(IMIDROQ), said the task force
would focus on reconstructing
Tajik mining industries through
Iranian engineering and design
teams, training Tajik engineers
and establishing structured en-
gineering systems for mineral
processing industries.

Iran’s advantages lie in techni-
cal services, competitive pric-
es and cultural proximity

On May 19, the commercial at-
taché of Iran in Tajikistan, refer-
ring to the envisioned roadm-
ap for Iran-Tajikistan trade
exchanges, stated that Iran’s
main advantages in this mar-
ket are providing technical and
engineering services, industrial
technologies at competitive
prices, cultural proximity, and
the capability to implement joint
projects.

Mohammad-Ali ~ Amirfakhrian
said, pointing to the forecast of
over 8% economic growth in
Tajikistan: “The development
of infrastructure projects,
energy, mining industries,
mineral processing, technical
and engineering services, and
support for export-oriented
production will be among the
most important  economic
axes of Tajikistan in the com-
ing years, which can create
a good opportunity for the
presence of lranian econom-
ic entrepreneurs and capable
companies.”

Geopolitics over supply: Why Iran-US talks now drive global ol prices

have become dangerously dependent on the outcome
of diplomatic talks between Iran and the United States.
According to the analysts, the traditional market driv-
ers of supply and demand have taken a backseat to
geopolitical forces, with the Iran-US negotiation table
now representing the single most sensitive variable
for oil markets.
The reports warn of two dramatically different price
scenarios. A successful agreement could inject sta-
bility into the market, potentially lowering oil prices
by as much as $15 per barrel. Conversely, a deadlock
or collapse of talks would significantly increase the
risk of a price shock, pushing Brent crude above the

including attacks on Iranian oil facilities following US
and Israeli operations, which have demonstrated the
vulnerability of critical energy infrastructure.

The West Asia’s geopolitical landscape has become
the Achilles’ heel of the oil market. Policies enacted
by consumer nations, producer nations, and non-
state actors now exert greater influence than classic
supply-demand fundamentals. In this high-stakes
environment, market expectations are shaped almost
entirely by diplomatic headlines.

As such, both bullish and bearish outcomes remain
possible, making the coming weeks critical for energy
markets worldwide. Any signal of progress or break-

President orders
to develop alterna-
tive trade corridors

through northern
ports, neighboring

countrie

President Pezeshkian emphasiz-
ing the need to maintain market
stability and prevent price volatil-
ity, ordered the acceleration of ac-
tivating alternative import routes
and maximum use of neighboring
countries’ capacities.

During the meeting, the latest sta-
tus of supply and import of essen-
tial goods, medicine, and needed
inputs, considering restrictions
imposed on some southern
routes, was carefully reviewed,
and executive bodies presented
reports on actions taken to man-
age the situation and create alter-
native routes.

According to a report from the
ministers, as a result of negotia-
tions and coordination with neigh-
boring countries, a significant
capacity of land border crossings
and alternative transport routes
has been activated and strength-
ened to facilitate and increase im-
ports of goods, and the process
of importing essential goods into
the country is being continuously
pursued.

At the meeting, the President,
stressing the need for intelligent
market management and pre-
venting any price volatility, tasked
the Ministry of Agriculture with
minimizing the possible effects of
restrictions on some entry points
on the prices of essential goods
and medicine through careful,
continuous, and forward-looking
planning.

The President also emphasized
the need to maximize the use of
the country’s northern ports, de-
velop alternative trade corridors,
and utilize the capacity of neigh-
boring countries — including Paki-
stan, Russia, and Azerbaijan — for
supplying and importing certain
needed items, and called for ac-
celerating the implementation of
relevant agreements in this area.
Following this, the President
instructed the Ministry of Agri-
culture to assign specific, spe-
cialized working groups for each
commodity category. This aims
to prevent any fragmentation,
duplication, or disruption in de-
cision-making, while identifying
source countries for supply as
quickly as possible and ensuring
the purchase and import process
is followed with greater coherence
and speed.

Pezeshkian also stressed the need
to guide and coordinate private
sector actors and stakeholders
in using alternative transport and
supply routes, and called for max-
imum synergy between the gov-
ernment and the private sector in
managing the current situation.
During the meeting, the feasi-
bility of importing medicine and
certain critical items from China
via rail routes was examined,
and the need to strengthen mul-
timodal transport infrastructure
and increase the resilience of the
country’s supply chain was em-

$120 threshold.
This volatility is exacerbated by recent military actions,

down inthe Iran-US talks is likely to trigger immediate
and sharp price movements.

The recent analysis by the international oil and ener-
gy market experts highlights that global crude prices

was another axis of this meeting. phasized.
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ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran says no fi-
nal agreement
reached with US
as indirect con-
tacts continue

Iran and the United States con-
tinue to exchange messages
through indirect channels, but
no final understanding has been
reached vyet, Iranian Foreign
Ministry spokesman  Esmaeil
Baqgaei said.

Speaking by telephone on Iran’s
state television program “Be
Vagt-e Iran” on Friday evening,
Baqaei addressed the latest de-
velopments in indirect contacts
between Tehran and Washing-
ton, as well as recent remarks by
the US president.

“We said goodbye to the lan-
guage of ‘must’ 47 years ago,”
Baqaei said, referring to the vic-
tory of the Islamic Revolution,
which overthrew the US-backed
Pahlavi regime in Iran.

“No Western party can use the
language of ‘must’ when dealing
with the Islamic Republic of Iran.
We make our own decisions
based on the interests and rights
of the Iranian people,” he added.
Commenting on US claims re-
garding a naval blockade, Bagaei
described the measure as un-
lawful from the outset, arguing
that it violated the ceasefire
agreement and undermined free-
dom of international navigation.
“We must see in practice wheth-
er they will truly act on what they
are saying or whether it is merely
a propaganda claim,” he said. “If
they do so, it would effectively
mean ending a wrongful action
that they initiated several weeks
ago and should never have un-
dertaken in the first place.”
Regarding negotiations, the For-
eign Ministry spokesman said
that exchanges of messages
between the two sides remain
ongoing, but stressed that “a fi-
nal understanding has not been
reached.”

Baqaei also stated that the Strait
of Hormuz remains closed to
hostile military vessels, while
commercial shipping continues
to pass through the strategic
waterway in coordination with
the Islamic Republic of Iran.
Addressing the future manage-
ment of the Strait of Hormuz,
he said the issue falls within the
jurisdiction of its littoral states,
namely Iran and Oman.

Asked about nuclear-related is-
sues, Baqgaei said Tehran’s cur-
rent priority is bringing an end
to the war, adding that he had
no comment on matters related
to uranium enrichment or Iran’s
stockpile of enriched uranium.
The United States and Israel
launched a war of aggression
against the country on February
28, carrying out airstrikes that
targeted and martyred senior
Iranian officials and military
commanders, including the
leader of the revolution, Ayatol-
lah Seyyed Ali Khamenei.

In response, the Iranian Armed
Forces launched  sustained
missile and drone operations
against targets in the Israeli-oc-
cupied territories, as well as US
military bases and assets across
the region.

Iran also imposed restrictions on
transit through the Strait of Hor-
muz for ‘hostile forces and their
allies’ following the outbreak of
the conflict. The measures were
further tightened after Washing-
ton announced a blockade of
Iranian vessels and ports, which
Tehran said violated the terms of
a ceasefire brokered by Pakistan
and implemented on April 8.
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Iran beat
Gambia in
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ASice of Apple Can Elimiate

Your Stmky Garlic

By:

We all know the embarrassing feeling
of eating a garlicky meal and worrying
about the smell of your breath after-
ward, but research shows that eating a
slice of apple can help.

Why Does Garlic Breath Happen?
Sheryl Barringer, PhD, a professor of
food science and technology at The
Ohio State University, who co-authored
a study on deodorizing garlic breath
with foods1, said garlic breath happens
for several reasons.

The first is residual garlic in the mouth.
But more often, bad breath is caused
by garlic that has already been digest-
ed.

“After the garlic goes into the stomach,
the garlic is digested and goes into the
bloodstream,” Barringer said. “Garlic is
unique in that it has a compound that
goes from the blood into the lungs
and is exhaled into the air through the

breath.”

As a result, garlic can
linger in the breath
for up to 24 hours.
How Apples Can
Help Get Rid of
Garlic Breath
Apple has natural
phenolic com-
pounds and natu-
ral enzymes. In her
research,  Barringer
discovered that one of
these enzymes, polyphe-
nol oxidase, reacts with
the phenolic compounds
and the garlic volatiles, de-
odorizing the garlic.1

“You don’t have to mix the gar-
lic and apple together outside
your body,” she said. “You can
eat the two of them separately

An Iranian missile strike on the US-operated Ali Al Salem Air Base in Kuwait injured
five American military personnel and contractors and damaged two MQ-9 Reaper
drones, according to Bloomberg. The report said Kuwaiti air defenses intercepted
a Fateh-110 missile launched by Iran, but debris from the intercepted projectile fell
on the base, causing minor injuries and significant damage. One MQ-9 drone was
reportedly destroyed, while another was heavily damaged. The incident comes amid
continued tensions between Tehran and Washington. On Thursday, US Central Com-
mand (CENTCOM) accused Iran of violating a ceasefire by launching a missile toward
Kuwait. Iran’s Islamic Revolution Guards Corps (IRGC), however, said the strike de-
liberately targeted the US base because it had been used to facilitate an earlier Amer-

Team Melli signaled their World Cup intent
on Friday, overcoming a halftime deficit
to dismantle Gambia 3-1 in a high-octane
friendly in Antalya, Turkey.

Gambia captain Omar Colly was on target
for the African side in 42nd minute but Team
Melli showcased their superiority in the sec-
ond half.

Source:

and let them mix in your stomach
to cause the deodorization.”
Another reason why apples may
freshen breath is that, when chew-
ing an apple’s crunchy
texture, teeth naturally
get scrubbed, thereby
removing plaque and
loose debris sitting
on tooth surfaces,
said Sandip Sachar,
DDS, a dentist on the
membership  commit-
tee at the New York
County Dental Soci-
ety.

The high fiber and
water content of apples
also stimulates  saliva
production in the mouth,
which helps wash away food
particles and reduce bacteria,

ican attack. The IRGC stated that US forces had launched aerial projectiles against
an area near Bandar Abbas airport that same day and described its response as a

warning against further aggression. The IRGC also stressed that any future hostile
actions by the United States would be met with a stronger response, placing respon-
sibility for any escalation on the party initiating aggression. The latest developments

Arya Yousefi leveled the score in the 47th
minute and Ramin Rezaeian made the
scoreboard 2-1 in the 58th minute.
Mehdi Taremi also scored for Iran in the
69th minute.

Iran prepare for the 2026 FIFA World Cup,
where the Persians are drawn in Group G
along with Belgium, Egypt and New Zealand.

ccording to Science

she added.

“Historically, apples were even re-
ferred to as ‘nature’s toothbrush,” as
they helped freshen the mouth before
modern dental products became widely
available,” Sachar said.

Other Ways to Get Rid of Garlic Breath
Apple can be eaten either before or
after the garlic to be effective, Barrin-
ger said. But Sachar said it works best
when the apple is eaten right before,
with, or immediately after a garlicky
meal.

Sachar also noted that heating apples
may significantly reduce the activity of
this important enzyme, so eating raw
apples is likely more effective.

Apple isn’t the only option for reducing
garlic breath. In her research, Barringer
found that raw lettuce and mint leaves
also significantly decreased garlic
breath volatiles.

unfold against the backdrop of the US-Israeli war on Iran, which began on February - 4 ;

28. Iran responded by launching missile and drone operations against Israeli targets
and US military facilities in the region. Although a Pakistan-mediated ceasefire took
effect on April 8 and negotiations followed in Islamabad, talks have yet to produce a
lasting agreement amid Washington’s insistence on maximalist demands.

irms Tehran's sovereign

Pezeshkian: Iran’s active role m regional blocs
retlects  strong commitment to economic developmen

ranian President Masoud Pezeshkian
has said that the country’s active partic-
ipation in major regional organizations,
particularly the Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU), reflects Tehran’s serious deter-
mination to expand economic coopera-
tion and promote sustainable develop-
ment.

In a message delivered on Friday to a
meeting of the Supreme Eurasian Eco-
nomic Council, Pezeshkian described
the past year as a productive period for
the expansion of trade and economic
relations between Iran and the member
states of the EAEU.

The president emphasized that the ex-
isting trade potential among the partic-
ipating countries far exceeds current
levels of economic exchange. He noted
that unlocking this potential requires
the establishment of modern financial
infrastructure, including mechanisms for
transactions in national currencies and
independent payment systems that can
facilitate regional trade.
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Pezeshkian stressed that despite fac-
ing unjust sanctions and external pres-
sures, Iran has remained committed to
strengthening regional cooperation and
contributing to the development of a
powerful and integrated region founded
on the principles of national sovereignty,
economic resilience, and energy security.
He highlighted Iran’s active participation
in EAEU summits and council megtings
as evidence of its commitment.

Calling on regional partners to transform
solidarity into shared prosperity, the Ira-
nian president said the future belongs to
nations that build progress, stability, and
public welfare through mutual trust, co-
operation, and collective action.

Addressing recent developments involv-
ing Tehran and Washington, Pezeshkian
stated that while diplomatic negotiations
were underway, the United States under-
mined the negotiation process by launch-
ing attacks against Iran and targeting crit-
ical infrastructure. He said such actions
constitute a violation of international law

and pose a threat to regional economic
stability and development.

The Eurasian Economic Union (EAEU)
is a regional economic bloc established
in 2015 to promote the free movement
of goods, services, capital, and labor
among its member states. The union’s
full members are Russia, Belarus, Ka-
zakhstan, Armenia, and Kyrgyzstan.

Iran is not a full member of the EAEU but
has significantly deepened its economic
integration with the bloc. Following sev-
eral years of cooperation under a prefer-
ential trade arrangement, a comprehen-
sive Free Trade Agreement between Iran
and the EAEU entered into force, sub-
stantially reducing tariffs on thousands
of goods and facilitating greater trade and
investment flows between Iran and EAEU
member states. Iran also participates in
high-level EAEU meetings as an observer
and strategic economic partner, reflect-
ing its growing role in Eurasian economic
cooperation and regional connectivity
initiatives.

d

Lawmaker rea

Ebrahim Azizi, Chairman of the Irani-
an Parliament’s National Security and
Foreign Policy Committee, has reaf-
firmed Iran’s sovereign authority over
the Strait of Hormuz, describing the
strategic waterway as an integral part
of the country’s territorial domain and
stressing Tehran’s exclusive right to
determine policies governing its use.
In an exclusive interview with Russia’s
RIA Novosti news agency, Azizi said
the Strait of Hormuz occupies a unique
geopolitical position within Iran’s sov-
ereign geography and territorial waters.
He emphasized that decisions regard-
ing transit through the strait fall solely
within Iran’s jurisdiction and cannot be
challenged by foreign governments or
international actors.

“Any decision concerning the Strait of
Hormuz is Iran’s sovereign right,” Azi-
zi said, underscoring the waterway’s
strategic significance to the country’s
national security and regional interests.
His remarks come amid heightened
tensions in the region following military
actions by the United States and Israel
against Iran in late February 2026. In
response to those developments, Ira-
nian authorities imposed strict restric-
tions on the passage of hostile military
vessels through the Strait of Hormuz.
Transit by vessels from other countries
has continued under regulations re-
quiring prior coordination with Iranian
authorities.

athority over Strait of Hormuz

Iran and Oman, the two littoral states
whose territorial waters encompass the
strategic maritime corridor, have been
working closely to establish a new op-
erational framework aimed at ensuring
the safe and secure passage of vessels
through the waterway.

The cooperative approach was recently
highlighted by Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei, who stated
that Tehran and Muscat share a strong
commitment to maintaining security
and stability in the Strait of Hormuz.
According to Baqgaei, the two countries
are seeking to develop mechanisms
that protect their national security inter-
ests while providing assurances to the
international community regarding the
uninterrupted flow of maritime traffic
through the vital route.

Addressing diplomatic efforts between
Tehran and Washington, Azizi also
commented on the ongoing negotia-
tions being mediated by Pakistan. He
firmly rejected reports suggesting that
Iran is considering the transfer of its
enriched uranium stockpiles abroad.
The senior lawmaker stated that the
issue of removing enriched uranium
from Iran is “absolutely not on the
agenda” of current consultations in-
volving Iranian and Pakistani repre-
sentatives. He added that the matter
has not been discussed in any contacts
with US officials and does not form part
of the negotiations currently underway.
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