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Government policy
is to rebuild war-dam-
aged infrastructure:
energy minister

The Energy Minister said the govern-
ment’s policy is to rebuild infrastruc-
ture damaged by the aggression of the
US-Zionist enemy, and wherever it has
been destroyed during this period, it
will be rebuilt better than before.
According to IRNA, Abbas Aliabadi
stated on Friday at the inauguration
ceremony of the 130-megawatt Ka-
veh Methanol solar power plant in
the Kaveh Industrial City: “All the in-
frastructure that the enemies have
destroyed will be rehabilitated better
than before.”

Expressing gratitude to the President
for his supportive stance on develop-
ing solar power plants in the country,
he said: “President Pezeshkian has
consistently emphasized serious at-
tention to building renewable energy
infrastructure, and the Ministry of
Energy will fulfill all its commitments.”
Aliabadi continued: “By the end of this
summer, the government will bring
between 4,000 and 5,000 megawatts
of operational solar power capaci-
ty into the country’s electricity grid,
and the current progress of projects
shows this goal is being achieved at a
favorable pace.”

Describing the inauguration of the
130-megawatt Kaveh Methanol solar
plant as one of the major projects, he
said: “Today, thanks to the efforts of
the management team and workforce
of this industrial complex, we are wit-
nessing the commissioning of one of
the largest solar power plants in the
country, and it has been connected to
the national grid.”

Stating that the Kaveh Methanol so-
lar plant expansion project is among
the country’s largest power plants,
he added: “The installed capacity of
this complex now exceeds 130 meg-
awatts, and upon completion of the
connection process, its total capacity
will reach 277 megawatts.”
Emphasizing the need to pay attention
to water and electricity resource man-
agement in the country, the Energy
Minister said: “Today, more than ever,
the country needs to move toward
optimal consumption patterns. The
Ministry of Energy’s policy is to sup-
port provinces and sectors that are
moving toward efficient and managed
consumption.”

He noted: “Priority for energy resource
allocation will be given to areas that
follow the correct consumption pat-
tern, and this policy will be pursued
more vigorously in the future to pave
the way for sustainable development
and attract investment in the country.”
Aliabadi further stressed that the en-
emy’s dream of conquering Iran is
futile, stating: “The millennia-old civ-
ilization of this nation will not allow
the enemy’s goal to be realized, and
we will certainly deliver a crushing
response to the plots and aggression
of the enemies.” He said: “The nation
of Iran has shed blood in defense of
the homeland, will never forget the
enemy’s crimes, and will respond to
them even more decisively.” Referring
to the performance of the country’s
electricity industry in recent months,
the Energy Minister added: “While
some countries in the region have
faced power grid collapses, Iran’s
electricity grid has not experienced a
moment of instability. The country’s
electricity industry workers have man-
aged to repair damage in the shortest
time and keep the grid stable.” Aliaba-
di responded to the request of Markazi
Province Governor to benefit from the
electricity generated by solar power
plants in the province, saying: “The
solar power plants in Markazi Province
will be used for the electricity grid of
the same province.” Stating that Mar-
kazi Province ranks first in the country
in establishing solar power plants, he
added: “Suitable geographical loca-
tion, favorable solar radiation, proxim-
ity to consumption centers, and high
grid connection capacity are among
the special features of this province for
developing renewable energy.”
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About $25m in damaes pad to owners of vehicles damaged in war: Central Insurance

Central Insurance announced:
In the latest phase of compen-
sation payments for vehicles
damaged in the “Third Imposed
War,” an amount of 4.16 trillion
rials (about $2.5 million) was
deposited into the accounts of
affected owners for 6,885 com-
pleted cases.

According to IRNA from Central
Insurance on Friday, with this
phase included, the total gov-
ernment compensation paid for
13,592 damaged personal vehi-
cles has reached 5.168 trillion
rials (over $3 million).

Based on a documented report
by Iran Insurance Company, the
process of assessing and com-
pensating damaged vehicles,
which began at the start of the
Third Imposed War, will contin-
ue with seriousness.

According to this report, these
payments have been made with
legal authorizations and from
funds deposited by the Central
Insurance of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran.

So far, 28,050 damaged vehicles
in 28 provinces of the country
have been referred by the Cri-
sis Management Organization
of Metropolises and provincial
governments to Iran Insurance
Company branches for assess-
ment. Of these, the assessment

process for 22,731 vehicles has
been completed. Thus far, com-
pensation for approximately 60
percent of the assessed cases
(equivalent to 13,592 claims)
has been fully paid.

Another part of the report states
that as of the date of this an-
nouncement,  compensation
for 4,444 damaged personal
vehicles in the “12-Day War”
has also been settled with their
owners, with the payment of
4.06 trillion rials (about $2.4
million).

According to senior state offi-
cials, the insurance industry has
acted beyond its legal obliga-
tions and social responsibilities
during the recent wars.
Meanwhile, the Minister of In-
dustry, Mining and Trade, re-
ferring to the damages inflicted
on some industrial units of the
country during the “Third Im-
posed War,” said: The recon-
struction process of damaged
units must be pursued with
greater speed, and achieving
this goal requires coordination
between the government and
parliament to formulate and
grant special authorities and
mechanisms.

According to an IRNA report
from the Ministry of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade, Seyyed
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Mohammad Atabak stated in
a meeting with the representa-
tives of Isfahan province in the
parliament: Isfahan province,
as the second most damaged
province in terms of the ex-
tent of losses caused by the
imposed war, has suffered sig-
nificant damage, and given the
prominent industrial position of
this province, the most impor-
tant damage is attributed to the
Mobarakeh Steel complex.
Referring to the continuous
follow-up on the status of
damaged units, he added: The
reconstruction of these units
requires a set of special author-
ities, supports, and laws so that
the process of revival and return
to the production cycle is car-
ried out with greater speed and
effectiveness.

The Minister of Industry, Min-
ing and Trade, emphasizing the
necessity of forming a head-
quarters for the reconstruction
of damaged units, stated: From
the very first days of the Third
Imposed War, a special head-
quarters was formed in the
Ministry of Industry, Mining and
Trade, and through continuous
communication with the prov-
inces, the supply status of basic
goods and the needs of differ-
ent regions of the country were

monitored and tracked every
three hours.

Stating that this action prevent-
ed shortages in the market, he
noted: At that time, some con-
sumer goods faced a sever-
al-fold increase in demand, but
production units, by increasing
work shifts and enhancing pro-
duction capacity, managed to
meet market demand.

Atabak, referring to the impor-
tance of stable supply of goods
in the market, reminded: The
shelves of shops being full is
of strategic importance; be-
cause their emptiness does
not merely mean a shortage of
goods, but can pave the way for
widespread consequences and
turbulence in the market.

He added: With the cooperation
of trade unions and producers,
conditions were managed such
that basic goods and household
needs were supplied and dis-
tributed at a desirable level.

The Minister of Industry, Mining
and Trade continued: After the
damage occurred, the country’s
conditions entered a new phase,
and now some vital sectors re-
quire urgent and serious recon-
struction. In this regard, two
specialized headquarters have
been formed for the reconstruc-
tion of the steel and petrochem-
ical industries.

He also, referring to the com-
mencement of jihadi actions in
the Mobarakeh Steel Complex
and its subsidiary companies,
stated: From the very first day,
specialized meetings were held
to assess the status of the steel
industry, and now executive and
operational actions are being
seriously pursued on the path
to reconstruction.

Atabak, emphasizing the need
to accelerate the reconstruction
process of industrial units, said:
In some sectors, due to the
sensitivity of the situation and
the necessity of reducing risk,
reconstruction operations have
begun without interruption and
are being carried out with a jiha-
di approach.

On May 12, a comprehensive

support package for projects
and industrial units damaged
during the recent wars (the
12-Day War and the Ramadan
War), proposed by the Small
Industries Deputy of the Small
Industries and Industrial Parks
Organization of Iran (ISIPQ) and
approved by the organization’s
Board of Directors (General
Assembly of Provincial Compa-
nies), has been issued.
According to IRNA reporting
from the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade, this package
has been issued in line with the
implementation of support pol-
icies within the framework of
assigned missions, aligned with
the Cabinet’s support package,
the approvals of the Headquar-
ters for Facilitating and Remov-
ing Production Barriers, and
aimed at supporting production
and employment in the country.
Granting extensions for debt
payments, settling remaining
debts of damaged projects and
units located in industrial towns
and zones, and accelerating
the possibility of operation and
commencement of produc-
tion for damaged projects are
among the provisions approved
in this support package.
Additionally, damaged units,
in order to return to the pro-
duction cycle and preserve
employment, can benefit from
facilities and incentives in the
area of land allocation or land
relocation within the country’s
industrial towns and zones.
Allocation of land exploitation
rights in industrial towns and
zones outside of auction with
grace periods and long-term
installments is another meas-
ure allocated to damaged units
within the framework of this

support package.
Special incentives, including
leasing existing ready-made

workshops at minimum cost for
damaged units producing basic
household goods such as food,
medicine, hygiene products,
and medical equipment, have
also been included in this pack-
age to help sustain production.

T'ruck traffic at Iran-Turkey customs borders to be factltated

The head of Iran’s Customs Administra-
tion said that trade routes and the ease
of truck traffic at the Iran-Turkey customs
borders will be reviewed and facilitated.
According to IRNA from the According to
IRNA from the Customs Administration
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, Foroud
Asgari, referring to a virtual meeting with
responsible officials of the Iran-Turkey
Joint Economic Committee and senior
officials of Turkish Customs, added: “The
two sides, while adopting and propos-
ing operational solutions, declared their
readiness to increase the volume of trade
exchanges between Iran and Turkey.”

He stated: “Increasing the acceptance
of truck traffic capacity and preventing
goods from stopping at the border in
emergency Ssituations, continuous and
greater coordination regarding the con-
trol and inspection of goods, and greater
coordination at the border customs of the
two countries were also reviewed.”

In a meeting between Samad Hassanza-
deh, head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines and Agriculture,
and Hijabi Kirlangich, Turkey’s ambassa-
dor to Iran, at the place of the chamber
on May 10, Hassanzadeh referred to the
close ties between Iran and Turkey and
the significant opportunities for trade
and industrial cooperation between the
two countries, and said: Trade between
Iran and Turkey should reach 30 billion
dollars.

Condemning the US and the Zionist re-
gime’s military aggression against Iran,
he said: These attacks have caused great
damage not only to the country and the
region but also to the global economy.

The industrial infrastructure of many
countries has been shut down or is oper-
ating at lower capacity. High inflation has
harmed people’s livelihoods worldwide,
and many airlines have faced severe re-
cession and losses.

The Iran Chamber of Commerce’s head
added, referring to the close ties be-
tween Iran and Turkey, especially in the
economic sphere: The volume of trade
between Iran and Turkey must reach 30
billion dollars. This is a figure we can
achieve through closer cooperation, es-
pecially since Turkey has close ties with
Europe and the world. Turkey can act as
an intermediary for transit between Eu-
rope and Iran.

The head of the Iran Chamber of Com-
merce stated that in the logistics sector,
given the restrictions in the Strait of
Hormuz, Turkey will be one of the suit-
able routes for us. He continued: How-
ever, there are problems at the Bazargan
border that require more measures

| Bl
3
|

regarding customs affairs. Iran is ready
to transfer 500 trucks through customs
daily, but Turkey only permits 200 trucks
to cross.

Hassanzadeh, referring to other areas of
joint cooperation, said: In the field of pet-
rochemical supply, food industries, espe-
cially greenhouse production, as well as
pharmaceuticals and medical equipment,
there are good capacities and facilities for
joint cooperation.

Emphasizing the Iran Chamber’s efforts
to bring the private sectors of both sides
closer, he continued: Nevertheless, we
need more support from the Turkish gov-
ernment, especially in money transfer.
We expect Turkish banks to cooperate
more in opening accounts for Iranian
businessmen and to arrange special fa-
cilities for their access.

Hamed Asgari, International Deputy of
the Iran Chamber, announcing a trade
delegation’s visit to Turkey within the next
two months, said: We hope that good

meetings will be arranged during this trip
so that, given the new circumstances,
traders and industrialists from both sides
can reorganize their trade relations.
Mehrdad Saadat, head of the Joint Cham-
ber of Iran and Turkey, also called in this
meeting for greater cooperation between
Turkey’s Foreign Economic Relations
Board (DEIK) with the Joint Chamber and
Iran’s private sector.

Saadat also proposed setting up com-
mercial offices of the Joint Chamber in
Istanbul and DEIK in Tehran to quickly re-
solve trade issues between the two sides.
Hijabi Kirlangich, Turkey’s ambassador
to Tehran, also emphasizing the ille-
gality of US and Israeli attacks on Iran,
said: These attacks are a clear violation
of international law. We hope that nego-
tiations lead to a good outcome in Iran’s
interests.

He continued: Trade relations between
the two countries are at a good level, and
before sanctions on Iran, we had reached
a trade value of 22 billion dollars. There-
fore, reaching the target of 30 billion dol-
lars in trade between the two countries is
not difficult.

The envoy stated: The new head of DEIK
has a great interest in traveling to Iran
and cooperating with Iranian traders and
producers. We hope that the DEIK office
in Iran and the Iranian trade office in Is-
tanbul become operational.

According to a report released by the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Customs Adminis-
tration (IRICA), Turkey was the third top
destination of Iran’s non-oil products in
the past Iranian calendar year 1404 (end-
ed on March 20).
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How war on Iran
affects world
economy heyond
energy

Official data released Thursday
reveals that Japanese vehicle
exports to West Asia collapsed
by more than 90 percent in
April, both in value and vol-
ume, as the ongoing U.S.-Is-
raeli war against Iran crippled
maritime shipping to a region
that major automakers such as
Toyota and Nissan have long
relied upon.

The dramatic drop has effec-
tively halted the flow of pas-
senger cars, trucks and buses
to West Asia — also a critical
market for secondhand Japa-
nese vehicles — following the
de facto closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, according to finance
ministry figures.
Government  statistics show
that West Asia accounted for
approximately 14 percent of
Japan’s total motor vehicle ex-
ports in 2025.

Toshihiro  Mibe, vice chair-
man of the Japan Automobile
Manufacturers  Association,
told reporters Thursday that
the industry is absorbing the
war’s impact primarily through
transport  disruptions. “The
biggest impact we’re seeing is
from the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, which has led some
manufacturers to reduce pro-
duction of vehicles bound for
West Asia,” Mibe said.

He added that the association
expects the disruption to re-
main largely confined to ship-
ping, while authorities have
confirmed sufficient supplies
of chemical products exclud-
ing naphtha and lubricants.
The group will continue to
monitor the situation.
Longer-term supply chain
shifts expected

Analysts say the war may
compel automakers to restruc-
ture their supply chains over
the longer term as they seek
to mitigate risks stemming
from both the conflict and the
strait’s closure.

“This is not something that will
end in the short term,” said
Sanshiro Fukao, an executive
fellow at the ltochu Research
Institute. “In the broader trend,
as companies take West Asia
risk into account, the flow of
goods could change.”

Why West Asia matters for
Japanese automakers
According to analysts, West
Asia remains especially lucra-
tive for Japanese car manufac-
turers because it offers strong
demand for  high-margin
models such as Toyota’s Land
Cruiser sport-utility vehicle.
“In terms of absolute sales,
Toyota is the most exposed,
as it is the most successful
automaker in the region,” said
Julie Boote, an auto analyst
at Pelham Smithers Associ-
ates. “However, since Toyota
is regionally well diversified,
with  West Asia accounting
for about 6 percent of its total
sales, it can absorb this hit bet-
ter than others.”

While automakers may at-
tempt to redirect some ve-
hicles originally intended for
West Asia toward alternative
markets, analysts caution
they are unlikely to fully
compensate for the lost vol-
umes.

Toyota, Nissan and other man-
ufacturers are scheduled to
release their April production
and sales figures next week.
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Iran, ACA blame
US for collapse
of UN nuclear
nonproliferation
talks

The United States has faced
fierce criticism over the fail-
ure of UN talks to reach a
consensus on reaffirming
nuclear  non-proliferation
and disarmament goals.
Negotiators had been re-
viewing the Treaty on the
Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT), the corner-
stone of global nuclear arms
control, amid fears of a re-
newed arms race. But the
talks ended on Friday with-
out yielding an agreement.
Vietnam’s Do Hung Viet, the
president of the conference,
said “despite our best ef-
forts... it is my understand-
ing that the conference is
not in a position to achieve
agreement on its substan-
tive work.”

“l do not intend to put the
document forward for adop-
tion,” he added.

A US-based nonprofit mon-
itor blamed Washington for
using the talks as a platform
for complicated negotiations
over Iran’s nuclear program.
The conference’s failure to
reach an agreement means
there are “now no agreed
limits on the size of the Rus-
sian and US nuclear arse-
nals, the world’s largest,” for
“the first time since 1972,”
according to a statement by
the Arms Control Associa-
tion (ACA).

“Tragically, NPT states
missed an important oppor-
tunity to formally reaffirm
their support for the trea-
ty and its core principles,
goals, and objectives at a
time of increasing nuclear
dangers,” ACA Executive
Director Daryl Kimball said.
“In reality, the ongoing dis-
pute over lran’s sensitive
nuclear activities, which has
been complicated by Pres-
ident Trump’s withdrawal
from the [lran nuclear deal]
in 2018, cannot be resolved
at the NPT Review Confer-
ence,” Kimball said.

He added that the future
of Iran’s nuclear program,
which  Tehran has long
maintained is solely for ci-
vilian purposes, “must be
addressed through serious
and more sustained diplo-
macy outside the halls of the
UN.”

“Even if consensus could
have been achieved,” Kim-
ball added, “states-parties
missed a chance to use the
conference to address the
dizzying array of nuclear
dangers, including the defi-
cit in nuclear disarmament
diplomacy.”

Iran’s mission to the UN also
accused Washington’s “ex-
cessive demands” of push-
ing the nuclear non-prolifer-
ation talks toward collapse.
“The NPT Review Confer-
ence failed for the third
consecutive time due to
obstructionism by the Unit-
ed States and its allies,” the
mission said in a post on X.
It noted that the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
— designed to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons
and ultimately achieve a
world free of them — has
“no future” without broader
disarmament  efforts.
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Hajimousaei wins
Iran’s fourth gold at

2026 Asian Taekwondo

Newspope!

Vitamin G can help prevent colds in
specific populations, including smok-
ers, athletes, and people living in cold
climates.

Taking zinc on the first day symptoms
appear shortens the duration of respira-
tory viruses, such as the common cold
and COVID-19.

While both vitamin C and zinc can cause
gastrointestinal side effects, long-term
use of zinc can also lead to more seri-
ous side effects, including a low blood
cell count and a weakened immune sys-
tem.
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Vitamin C and zinc are nutrients that
your immune system needs to help
your body fight respiratory infections.1
Zinc and Vitamin C Are Both Crucial
For Immune System Function

Both zinc and vitamin C help the cells
in your immune system work well and
improve your body’s ability to combat
viruses and swelling (inflammation).1
Low levels of either zinc or vitamin C
reduce your immune system’s ability to
fight disease, making it more likely you
will get sick.1

Guidelines recommend that adults aim

Championships

Iran’s Mahdi Hajimousaei won
a gold medal at thethird day
of the 27th Asian Taekwondo
Championships underway in
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

He defeated his Korean rival
Jang Jun in the -63kg catego-
ry to win a gold medal.

Hajimousaei had defeated op-

ponents from Lebanon, China
and Kazakhstan on his way en
route to the final.

Abolfazl Zandi in the -58kg,
Amirsina Bakhtiari in the
-74kg and Arian Salimi in the
+87kg had previously won
three gold medals for Iran na-
tional team.

Source:
By:

for 75 to 120 milligrams (mg) of vita-
min Gand 8 to 12 milligrams (mg) of
zinc daily, depending on different fac-
tors.23

These nutrients can be obtained
through the diet or consumed as dietary
supplements.

Boost your vitamin C intake with citrus
fruits and vegetables, and your zinc lev-
els by eating red meat and seafood.23
Vitamin C May Work Better Than Zinc
for Preventing Respiratory Viruses
Vitamin G may lower your risk of catch-
ing a cold, particularly if you are an

older adult, live in an extremely cold
climate, exercise strenuously, or smoke
cigarettes.2

Zinc is unlikely to prevent the common
cold or COVID-19.45

Zinc lowers the risk of lung infection
(pneumonia) in children who don’t con-
sume enough zinc in their diet.6

Zinc Is Better For Shortening How
Long Colds Last

Zinc shortens the duration of a cold by
approximately two days if taken at the
first sign of symptoms. Keep in mind,
though, that zinc supplements do not

e vs. Vitamin (;
Which Is Better for Immune
Svstem Support?

make symptoms of the common cold
(such as runny nose, sneezing, cough,
and fatigue) any less severe.34

There’s some evidence that zinc can
also shorten the length of COVID-19
and make the disease milder. People
with COVID-19 who take zinc are less
likely to be admitted to the intensive
care unit (ICU) or to die from the dis-
gase.7

Taking vitamin C regularly may make
your colds a little shorter (usually less
than a day) and your symptoms less
severe.

Over 2,100 road mamtenance machmery, equipment renovated, reconstructed m a year

The Director General of the Road Maintenance Operations, Machinery,
and Crisis Management Department of the Road Maintenance and Trans-
portation Organization announced the renovation, overhaul, repair, and
commissioning of 2,152 road maintenance and winter machinery and
equipment in the past Iranian calendar year 1404 (Ended on March 20).
According to IRNA from the Ministry of Transport and Urban Develop-
ment, Habib Jamshidi stated: “Last year, with the import of 466 units of
various road maintenance machinery and 74 units of heavy machinery
from the domestic production fleet, the capacity of this fleet to accelerate
road maintenance operations has been strengthened.”

biabhard’s resig-
Tation exposes
deep sphic over
[ran policy mn
T'rump adminis-
tration

The resignation of the US director of na-
tional intelligence has intensified scruti-
ny of divisions within President Donald
Trump’s administration, particularly over
Washington’s approach toward Iran and
the use of military force abroad.

Tulsi Gabbard announced on Friday that
she is stepping down, citing her hus-
band’s battle with a rare form of bone
cancer. However, her long-standing op-
position to foreign military interventions,
contrasted with Trump’s more assertive
use of military force abroad, has fueled
speculation about deeper policy disa-
greements.

There had been growing speculation that
Gabbard might break with Trump follow-
ing the joint US-Israel war against Iran
on February 28.

Even before the Iran conflict, Gabbard
had maintained a relatively low public
profile amid broader US military activity
in the region, including operations in-
volving Venezuela.

During a congressional hearing in
March, her carefully worded remarks
drew attention for what was seen as a
cautious approach to the Iran war. She
avoided taking a clear position on ques-
tions about whether the White House
had been warned of potential conse-
quences of escalation, including risks
to the Strait of Hormuz, a key global oil
shipping route.

In written testimony to the US Sen-

ate |Intelligence Committee, Gabbard
stated that the intelligence community
assessed that Iran was not building nu-
clear weapons. She also said there was
no evidence Iran had rebuilt its nuclear
enrichment capabilities following US
strikes against Iran’s nuclear facilities in
June last year.

Her remarks appeared to contradict
President Trump’s repeated claims that
Iran posed an imminent nuclear threat
requiring military action.

The testimony led to tense exchanges
with lawmakers, who questioned her
assessment of Iran’s threat level and the
administration’s justification for the war.
Gabbard emphasized that decisions on
military action were made by the presi-
dent, not the intelligence community.
Although both Trump and Gabbard have
cited personal reasons for her departure,
their differing views on foreign military
intervention have continued to fuel spec-
ulation about political tensions within the
administration.

Gabbard is the fourth member of
Trump’s cabinet to leave his second ad-
ministration.

A key question raised by her departure
is why Gabbard accepted a high-profile
position in the Trump administration de-
spite their differing approaches to mili-
tary intervention.

Her political career provides some con-
text. She was first elected to the Hawaii

He continued: “With the purchase of 102 domestically produced trucks
and tractors, appropriate measures have been taken to renovate and im-
prove the operational performance of road maintenance machinery.”

Jamshidi reported the purchase of 300 units of road maintenance and
winter equipment and the 100% achievement of the annual target in this
area in 1404, adding: “To enhance the operational capability and efficiency
of active machinery in the country, major overhauls, repairs, and commis-
sioning of 1,210 units of road maintenance machinery were carried out.”
Referring to measures taken for the coherent and integrated management
of the active road maintenance fleet across the country, Jamshidi said: “By
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state legislature in 2002 at the age of 21,
becoming one of the youngest people
ever to serve in the state House. She lat-
er left after her National Guard unit was
deployed to Iraqg.

Gabbard went on to serve in the US
House of Representatives from 2013 to
2021 as a member of the Democratic
Party, becoming the first Hindu elected
to Congress.

She ran for president in 2020 on an an-
ti-interventionist platform, arguing that
US wars in the Middle East had destabi-
lized the region and weakened American
security. She later ended her campaign
and endorsed Joe Biden.

In 2022, she left the Democratic Party
and became an independent, accusing
party leadership of elitism and support-
ing interventionist foreign policy.

She later became a political commenta-
tor and aligned more closely with con-
servative media, frequently appearing on
Fox News. She endorsed Trump during
the 2024 campaign and supported his
“forever wars” rhetoric.

Trump later nominated her as the direc-
tor of national intelligence after his elec-
tion victory. However, differences over
foreign military engagement, particular-
ly regarding Iran, continued to expose
tensions within the administration, with
Trump making a clear U-turn on his ear-
lier “forever wars” stance—putting him
at odds with Gabbard.

launching and operating systems such as the distribution and allocation
model for road maintenance machinery and the decision-support system
for locating and allocating machinery, equipment, and human resources
on roads, planning for optimal management of facilities and increasing the
operational capacity of the road maintenance sector has been carried out.”
He added: “Organizing fuel tanks, launching an oil analysis center, launch-
ing a machinery mission system, and its pilot implementation in three
provinces of the country are among other measures that were implement-
ed last year with the aim of improving and enhancing the efficiency of the
country’s road maintenance machinery.”

Educational diplomacy, as one of the
main branches of soft diplomacy, has
gained a prominent place in interna-
tional relations over recent decades.
Built on academic, cultural, and schol-
arly exchanges, this form of diplomacy
serves as a stable foundation for de-
veloping trust, mutual understanding,
and long-term cooperation between
nations. In the case of Iran and Chi-
na—especially amid the expansion of
economic, technological, and cultural
interactions—educational  diplomacy
plays an important role in reinforcing
new and emerging connections.

One of the primary functions of edu-
cational diplomacy between Iran and
China is the development of mutual un-
derstanding among future generations.
Economic and technological partner-
ships mature only when supported by
a strong social and human foundation.
Exchange programs involving students,
scholars, and researchers help both so-
cieties gain a deeper awareness of each
other’s cultures, values, languages,
and intellectual traditions. Such famil-
iarity reduces misunderstandings and
facilitates more stable cooperation.
The growing interest among Iranian
students in learning Chinese, as well
as the increasing demand for Persian
language programs in Chinese univer-
sities, are examples of this evolving
trend. Another significant dimension
is the strengthening of scientific and
research collaborations. China has be-
come a major global hub for scientific
production and technological innova-
tion over the past two decades, and
partnerships between lranian univer-
sities and Chinese research institutions
offer opportunities for shared knowl-
edge and experience. Joint research
projects—oparticularly in fields such as
energy, advanced technologies, envi-
ronmental science, biotechnology, and
engineering—can lead to the co-cre-
ation of localized and collaborative
scientific knowledge. These academic

The role of educational diplomacy m
strenothening ies hetween Iran and China

interactions also build lasting networks
among experts, which can play a stra-
tegic role in long-term bilateral coop-
eration. Educational diplomacy also
contributes to broader cultural and so-
cial engagement. Universities naturally
function as open, multicultural environ-
ments, and joint academic programs or
scholarly exchanges provide students
and faculty with opportunities to expe-
rience the lifestyles, perspectives, and
intellectual environments of the other
country. Cultural weeks, collaborative
workshops, summer programs, and
short-term study opportunities help es-
tablish stable cultural bridges. Beyond
academic benefits, such interactions
promote more accurate and balanced
perceptions between the two societies.
Afurther key aspect is the facilitation of
technology transfer and human-capac-
ity development. Given China’s rapid
advancement in artificial intelligence,
materials science, renewable energy,
and digital infrastructure, academic
cooperation can contribute to strength-
ening human-resource capabilities and
scientific capacity-building. Converse-
ly, Iran possesses notable strengths
in areas such as medical sciences,
engineering, and certain research
disciplines, which can be valuable for
Chinese students and scholars. This
two-way learning process enhances
human capital on both sides. Ultimate-
ly, educational diplomacy helps create
a long-term foundation for economic
and technological cooperation. Sus-
tainable economic relations require
skilled professionals, shared scientific
language, and a cooperative mindset.
Alumni who have studied or carried out
research in joint programs often move
into economic, industrial, or adminis-
trative roles, becoming effective inter-
mediaries for bilateral cooperation. In
this sense, educational diplomacy can
be viewed as a long-term investment in
the human and intellectual infrastruc-
ture of Iran—China relations.
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