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Nearly $6.4m in
facilities paid to im-
plement industrial
support package

The Director General of Mon-
etary and Credit Operations of
the Central Bank of Iran (CBI)
stated: From January 8 to May 4,
selected banks disbursed 1,076
trillion rials (about $6,329,411)
in facilities across 25,548 cases
to support producers affected by
the government’s new foreign
currency policy.

According to IRNA reporting
from the Central Bank, Mehdi Sa-
habi, referring to the banking net-
work’s performance exceeding
the approved ceiling in granting
support facilities to producers
impacted by the government’s
new currency policy, said: This
performance demonstrates the
maximum cooperation of select-
ed banks in implementing the in-
dustrial support package.

He stated that the Council of Min-
isters, in its meeting on January
7, approved the payment of these
support facilities upon the pro-
posal of the working group under
Article 13 of the regulations for
ensuring food security and im-
proving people’s livelihoods.

He further emphasized: Accord-
ingly, the banks’ quotas were
determined in January, and the
relevant implementation guide-
lines were communicated to 17
operating banks in February.
The Director General of Monetary
and Credit Operations of the Cen-
tral Bank concluded: Under the
aforementioned guidelines, the
relevant ministries submitted the
list of eligible units to the Cen-
tral Bank and the working group
for forwarding to the operating
banks.

Meanwhile, on May 16, the
Governor of the Central Bank of
Iran (CBI) identified controlling
inflation as the main priority of
monetary policymaking and said:
All actions and programs of the
Central Bank are carried out with-
in the framework of this strategic
goal.

According to IRNA reporting
from the Central Bank, Abdol-
naser Hemmati, emphasizing
the control of the country’s
chronic inflation factors such as
the monetization of the govern-
ment’s budget deficit due to the
effects of war and the continua-
tion of sanctions, stated: While
supporting the stability of the
government’s financing system,
the Central Bank pursues the
necessary measures to minimize
its inflationary effects.

The head of the Central Bank’s
Supreme Council stated: In the
area of monetary policy, the Cen-
tral Bank seriously pursues con-
trolling and reducing the pace of
liquidity growth to prevent the ex-
perience of high liquidity growth
and the resulting inflation.

He added: This policy is doubly
important especially in circum-
stances where the rial financing
needs of the government have in-
creased due to declining govern-
ment revenues. Liquidity growth
and the monetary base are under
precise daily management, and
liquidity absorption tools are em-
ployed to manage it.

Hemmati said: Preserving and
rebuilding the production and
supply chain is also on the Cen-
tral Bank’s agenda. Accordingly,
in the current circumstances,
preventing commodity shortag-
es and preserving employment
have gained higher priority. The
banking supervision duty is also
completely focused on this axis
so that credit resources are ef-
fectively placed at the service of
producers, exporters, and em-
ployment preservation without
creating systemic risk.

_www.esfahan-news.com
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According to the statistics of
the Iranian Steel Producers As-
sociation (ISPA), 12.712 million
tons of long steel products was
produced in Iran during the past
Iranian calendar year 1404 (end-
ed on March 20).

Based on the ISIPA data, the
country’s long steel products
output in 1404 fell 1.1 percent
from the production figure in
1403, which was 12.856 million
tons.

Long steel products are
shaped steel items where the
length  significantly  exceeds
the cross-section dimensions,
including rebar, wire rod, mer-
chant bars, sections (I-beams,
angles, channels), and railway
rails. They are typically pro-
duced through hot rolling of
billet or bloom in rolling mills,
followed by cooling, straighten-
ing, and cutting to length.

Rebar and wire rod dominate
demand, driven by construction
and infrastructure—used for
concrete reinforcement, fenc-
ing, nails, cables, and mesh.
Merchant bars serve structural
framing, fasteners, and general
engineering. Rails and heavy
sections  support  railways,
bridges, and heavy machinery.
Unlike flat products, long prod-
ucts are highly customizable in
shapes, lengths, and grades,
often requiring smaller batch
Sizes.

Globally, long steel accounts
for roughly one-third of fin-
ished steel consumption, with
strong ties to urbanization and
construction cycles. Micro-al-
loyed and high-strength rebars
improve earthquake resistance
and reduce material use. Electric

TANVAN AN ST

arc furnace mini-mills frequent-
ly produce long products from
scrap, offering lower carbon
footprint. As developing nations
build roads, buildings, and rail-
ways, demand for long steel
remains robust, while advanced
economies focus on specialty
bars and high-quality wire rod
for automotive and industrial
applications.

It is worth mentioning that ac-
cording to the statistics of the
Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation, steel production in Iran
during the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1404 has recorded a
growth of over six percent.

The association has published
the statistics for the year 1404
of the country’s steel chain.
Accordingly, despite intensi-
fied energy restrictions, due to
optimal management and the
introduction of new capaci-
tiess—both in production and in
energy self-sufficiency by steel-
makers—Iran’s steel produc-
tion increased by 6.2 percent.
Thus, Iran’s steel production in
1404 reached 32.1 million tons,
equaling the production level of
1402.

The total production volume of
steel products in the country in
1404, however, experienced a
reverse trend, declining by 1.8
percent. Meanwhile, sponge iron
recorded the highest production
growth among steel chain prod-
ucts, with a 16-percent increase.
However, in the upstream of
the steel chain, production of
pellets and iron ore concentrate
remained at the same levels as
the previous year.

According to this report, the
significant growth in sponge
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iron production—due to new
capacities coming online on one
hand—and the stabilization of
pellet and iron ore concentrate
production on the other hand,
indicates a worsening short-
age of raw materials for direct
reduction units. However, with
the shutdown of more than 14
million tons of sponge iron pro-
duction capacity due to damag-
es caused by the third imposed
war, this shortage will be tempo-
rarily absent.

A 3.8-percent increase in steel
ingot production against a
1.1-percent decrease in long
steel product production indi-
cates the need to develop steel
ingot exports. It is noteworthy
that the shutdown of more than
two million tons of steel ingot
capacity due to the third im-
posed war can be compensated
by activating idle capacities for
producing this product.
Production of various steel
sheets in 1404 remained almost
at the level of the previous year.
Meanwhile, slab production
saw a double-digit growth of
10.2 percent. Unfortunately,
due to the damages inflicted
on slab-producing companies
during the imposed war, the
balance of the flat steel prod-
ucts chain has been disrupted,
making the import of slabs and
hot-rolled sheets necessary and
urgent.

Iran’s steel industry is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy,
having grown into a significant
global player. In 2025, the coun-
try produced approximately 32
million tons of crude steel, se-
curing its position as the world’s
10th-largest producer.

roduc
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Beyond crude steel, Iran is a
major force in the global direct
reduced iron (DRI) market. The
nation produced roughly 37
million tons of DRI in 2025,
accounting for about a quar-
ter of the world’s total supply.
This DRI is used by its modern
electric arc furnace (EAF) mills,
which form the backbone of its
steelmaking capacity. However,
the industry has faced severe
headwinds. In early 2026, mili-
tary strikes on key facilities, in-
cluding the country’s two larg-
est steel plants, caused major
disruptions. This came on top
of long-standing challenges
like international sanctions,
domestic inflation, and energy
shortages from power and gas
cuts.

Despite these obstacles, the sec-
tor remains a vital export earner.
It exports a significant portion
of its output, with semi-finished
steel products being a primary
driver. While its immediate out-
look is clouded by conflict, Iran’s
steel industry is a testament to
resilience and strategic indus-
trial development on the global
stage.

Iran’s steel industry produc-
es a comprehensive range of
products, from semi-finished
materials to value-added goods,
supporting  construction, au-
tomotive, infrastructure, and
manufacturing. The sector can
be broken down into several key
categories:

Semi-Finished Steel

The industry’s backbone con-
sists of products like billet,
bloom, and slab, with Iran pro-
ducing over 20 million tons of
these in an eight-month period
alone.

Flat Steel Products

Led by Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany (MSC), the largest steel
producer in the West Asia and
North Africa, Iran’s flat steel
output includes hot-rolled and
cold-rolled coils, as well as
coated products such as gal-
vanized and pre-painted sheets.
These high-quality sheets are
used in major national projects,
including large-scale  water
pipelines.

Long Steel Products
Specialized in by companies like
Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO),
this segment includes:

* Rebar (reinforcement bars) for
construction

* Structural  sections  like
I-beams, H-profiles, channels,
and angles

* Railway rails — ESCO is Iran’s
sole producer of rail tracks
Tubular and Finished Steel Prod-
ucts

These include various welded
pipes, galvanized tubes for water
and gas, and advanced automo-
tive steel grades like CK45 and
S650MC high-strength sheets,
which have recently been pro-
duced locally to reduce import
dependence.

Overall, the diversity of products
demonstrates Iran’s growing
self-sufficiency and its role as a
significant global steel producer.
According to the data released
by the World Steel Association
(WSA), Iran’s crude steel pro-
duction rose 15.1 percent year-
on-year to 2.6 million tons in
January 2026.

The figures show Iran main-
tained its position as the world’s
tenth-largest steel producer,
outperforming the broader glob-
al trend.

Global crude steel production
across 69 countries totaled
147.3 million tons in January,
down 6.5 percent compared
with January 2025.

China, the world’s largest steel
producer, recorded a 13.9 per-
cent decline in output to 75.3
million tons. India produced
15.1 million tons, up 10.5 per-
cent year-on-year, while the
United States posted a 3.3
percent increase to 7.1 million
tons.

South Korea’s output rose 5.0
percent to 5.6 million tons. Ja-
pan produced 6.8 million tons,
down 0.5 percent, and Brazil's
production fell 1.4 percentto 2.7
million tons.

Germany registered a 15 per-
cent increase to 3.1 million tons,
while Russia’s output declined
7.4 percent to 5.5 million tons.
Turkey produced 3.4 million
tons, up 5.8 percent year-on-
year.

The data indicate that while
global steel production contract-
ed at the start of 2026, Iran ex-
panded output at a double-digit
pace, consolidating its ranking
among leading producers.
According to World Steel As-
sociation’s  previous  report,
Iran’s steel production reached
three million tons in December
2025, registering more than 16
percent growth compared to the
same period last year.

The country remained in tenth
place globally with a total steel
production of approximately 32
million tons in 2025.
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Strait of Hormuz
closure shakes
Europe: Qil price
forecast soars 46%

The European Commission has
issued a stark warning that the
effective closure of the Strait of
Hormuz - triggered by the ongo-
ing war in West Asia — will drive
Brent crude prices to an average
of $91.2 per barrel in 2026, a stag-
gering 46% jump from previous
estimates. The revised forecast,
published Thursday in the EU’s
Spring 2026 Economic Outlook,
signals what officials call the most
severe energy shock to hit Europe
since the Russia-Ukraine conflict.
Just months ago, before the out-
break of hostilities involving Iran,
the Commission had predicted a
modest $62.4 per barrel for 2026
and $63 for 2027. Those figures
have now been torn up. “The en-
ergy shock resulting from the war
in the West Asia and the de facto
closure of the Strait of Hormuz is
the single most important driver of
this upward revision,” the report
states explicitly.

According to the Commission’s
analysis, following U.S. and Israe-
li strikes on Iran on February 28,
2026, crude prices surged roughly
65% by April 29. The virtual shut-
down of the Strait — a chokepoint
through which about one-fifth of
global oil passes — has already
slashed maritime oil flows by 15%
and liquefied natural gas (LNG)
shipments by 20%. Brussels now
warns that oil and gas prices could
remain 20% above pre-war levels
for the foreseeable future.

In a particularly grim passage, the
report cautions that if the Strait
disruption and fighting persist,
“the worst-case scenario has not
yet materialized.” Energy prices
may not peak until late 2026, and
the European economy might
fail to recover through 2027. The
knock-on effects are already vis-
ible: eurozone growth for 2026
has been cut to 0.9% (down from
1.2%), while inflation in the euro-
zone has been revised up to 3.0%
(from 1.9%) and to 3.1% across
the entire EU.

Analysts note that the 46% fore-
cast hike underscores how deeply
the crisis is reshaping Western
economic calculations. With Iran
exercising effective control over
the strategic waterway, global en-
ergy markets are bracing for pro-
longed turbulence.

Strateaic view of Iran-China rail corridor, a prerequisice for preserving Iran’s position m Silk Ro

The head of the China Desk at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of Iran said: “A
strategic view of the Iran-China rail cor-
ridor is a prerequisite for preserving our
country’s position in the Silk Road.”

Chamber of Commerce, Mehdi Faraz,
speaking at a meeting with entrepreneurs
from this province, added, referring
to the challenges and capacities of rail
transport between Iran and China: The Is-
lamic Republic of Iran has anticipated all
transport models in its basic documents
for cooperation with China, and now re-
quires a strategic perspective to preserve
and develop its position in the region’s

transit corridors.

Stating that maritime transport has a
long history in Iran-China exchanges, he
said: In the 1990s, air transport develop-
ment also took shape through Mahan Air,
such that prior to the recent military de-
velopments, the number of this airline’s
flights to China was 15 per week, which
increased to 20 per week after the war.
According to Farazi, this shows that dis-
ruptions to sea routes even affect the
aviation sector, and entrepreneurs must
define short-term and medium-term al-
ternative models for crisis situations.

from Iran to China.

port management.

Farazi continued: In 2022, it was also
proposed that revenue from the transit of
Chinese goods to Europe be allocated as
a subsidy to Iran’s rail export and import
sector to ensure the route’s sustainability.
He also announced a proposed plan for
the complete exemption of government
ownership rights for export goods trans-
ported by rail and said: This proposal
has a legal budget line in parliament and
could be an effective incentive for devel-

oping rail transport.

The head of the China Desk at the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs, referring to the
launch of the Yiwu-Iran rail route in 2016
concurrent with the Chinese president’s
visit to Iran, stated: The most important
challenge for this route from the begin-
ning has been the lack of return cargo

He added: The private sector at that time
called for reciprocal government support
to sustain this route, while China, with a
strategic view of the Belt and Road Initia-
tive, managed to consolidate its logistics
chain through phased subsidies and ex-

Farazi, criticizing the lack of coordination
among the country’s various transport

needs.

sectors, asserted: While the Islamic Re-
public of Iran Shipping Lines has had
an official office in Shanghai for over 25
years, such cohesion and presence have
not yet been established in the rail sec-
tor. He added: Disagreements and lack of
coordination among responsible bodies
have made decision-making more com-
plex, and without a strategic view, tempo-
rary solutions will not meet the country’s

Referring to some regional political dis-
putes on transit routes, he said: Disa-
greements between Kazakhstan and Uz-
bekistan at times caused restrictions on
train passages, but Iran has tried, with a
strategic view, to cement its position as
the heart of the rail Silk Road.

Regarding the current state of rail trans-
port between the two countries, the
head of the China Desk at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs stated: According to
the additional protocol to the Tehran
document, rail transit time should be 14
days, and any delay is subject to a fine,
but following an interim order from Chi-
na’s National Development and Reform
Commission during the recent military ers.
developments, transit time increased to

Farazi

about 40 days.

He added: This issue was also raised in
telephone conversations between Dr.
Araghchi and the Chinese side, and with
political follow-ups, the rail route was re-
activated.

also emphasized that techni-

cally, there is no problem with the bo-
gie-changing process or trains entering
Turkmenistan.

Referring to the activity of three major

Chinese forwarder companies cooper-
ating with Iran, Farazi said: The main
challenge in rail and sea transport is the
return of empty containers to China due
to the lack of export cargo from Iran.
According to him, the accumulation of
two thousand empty containers at Apirin
station is a result of wartime conditions
and lack of internal cohesion and re-
quires immediate reform.

He also announced an important event
in the field of China’s dry ports within
the next month and a half and called on
Yazd’s economic and logistics activists to
participate actively in this event to estab-
lish direct contact with Chinese forward-

In another part of his remarks, Farazi em-

phasized the role of the private sector in
developing Iran-China economic cooper-
ation and said: We should not wait solely
for government solutions. Provinces,
especially Yazd, must directly enter the
arena of cooperation with major Chinese
companies by forming specialized con-
sortiums and designing efficient financial
models.

The Vice Chairman of the Yazd Chamber
of Commerce, referring to the province’s
extensive industrial and export capac-
ities, called for government support to
reduce the cost of transporting goods
from China to Iran and said: With approx-
imately four thousand active industrial
units, the province is considered one of
the country’s important economic hubs,
and its key advantage is that over 90%
of industries are managed by the private
sector.

Ali-Asghar Beigi added: The small share
of government investment in Yazd's
industries has made decision-making
more dynamic in the industry and trade
sectors, and many problems and obsta-
cles are resolved through interaction and
cooperation among entrepreneurs within
the province.
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Iran condemns

US sanctions on

envoy to Beirut,
Lebanese officials

The Iranian Foreign Ministry
has strongly condemned the US
Treasury Department’s “illegal
and unjustified” sanctions against
Mohammad Reza Raouf Sheiba-
ni, Iran’s ambassador-designate
to Beirut, as well as several Leb-
anese officials and citizens.

In a statement issued on Friday,
the ministry described the move
as yet another example of the
“rogue behavior” of the US ruling
establishment and its disregard
for the fundamental principles of
international law and the Charter
of the United Nations, particularly
the principle of respect for the na-
tional sovereignty of states.

The Foreign Ministry also strong-
ly denounced the US sanctions
imposed on several Hezbollah
representatives in the Lebanese
Parliament, officials  affiliated
with the Amal Movement, and a
number of Lebanese military and
security officials.

According to the statement, these
“despicable measures” are in-
tended to undermine Lebanon’s
national sovereignty and sow
discord within Lebanese society.
It added that the sanctions fur-
ther demonstrate the continued
complicity of the US ruling es-
tablishment with the “aggressive
and occupying Zionist regime”
in pursuing military aggression
and committing ‘heinous crimes
against Lebanon.’

The statement further asserted
that Lebanon’s various political
and social groups would un-
doubtedly defend the country’s
national sovereignty and territori-
al integrity by preserving national
unity and cohesion, and would
thwart the Zionist regime’s objec-
tives by resisting aggression and
ending occupation in Lebanon.
The Islamic Republic of Iran also
reaffirmed its determination to
strengthen its longstanding and
friendly relations with Lebanon
across various sectors in ling with
the interests of both nations, the
statement added.

The United States announced on
Thursday sanctions against nine
individuals, including Iran’s am-
bassador-designate to Lebanon,
accusing them of obstructing
the so-called peace process in
Lebanon and impeding efforts to
disarm Hezbollah.

According to the US Treasury De-
partment, the sanctioned individ-
uals include four Hezbollah mem-
bers: Mohamed Abdel-Mottaleb
Fanich, a leader in Hezbollah’s
executive council; Nizammed-
dine Fadlallah, an elected mem-
ber of the Lebanese Parliament;
and longtime officials Ibrahim
al-Moussawi and Hussein Al-Hajj
Hassan.

Also targeted were Iran’s ambas-
sador-designate and two security
officials affiliated with the Hez-
bollah-allied Amal Movement,
Ahmad Asaad Baalbaki and Ali
Ahmad Safawi.

In addition, two security officials
— Samir Hamadi, a branch chief
in the Lebanese Armed Forces,
and Khattar Nasser Eldin, a sen-
ior official in Lebanon’s General
Directorate of General Security
— were sanctioned for allegedly
sharing “important intelligence”
with Hezbollah over the past year,
according to the Treasury Depart-
ment.

In response, Hezbollah said in
a statement that the sanctions
were an “attempt to intimidate the
free Lebanese people” and would
have “absolutely no practical ef-
fect on our strategic choices.”
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Iran to play Mali
in 2026 World

What Do Platelets Do?

Source:

By:

Platelets are small types of blood cells that
prevent excessive bleeding. It's possible to
develop low or high platelet counts related
to a number of health conditions.

Platelets are one of the main types of
blood cells in your body, along with red
blood cells and white blood cells. Also
known as thrombocytes, platelets are re-
sponsible for helping your blood clot to
prevent excess bleeding and to promote
wound-healing.

Having a normal number of platelets in
your bloodstream is important for these
cells to perform their functions. Howev-
er, problems can arise when your body

makes too few or too many platelets. In
other cases, your platelets don’t function
at all like they should.

Learn more about blood platelets, includ-
ing how they work in your body, as well
as related health conditions and possible
symptoms to discuss with a doctor.

What is the function of platelets?
Platelets help to form plugs called blood
clots. This is important to slow down or
prevent excess bleeding in the case of ex-
ternal or internal wounds. Without plate-
lets, it’s possible to experience internal or
spontaneous bleeding, which can be fatal-
Trusted Source.

Cup preparation

Iran have added a second friendly
to their pre-World Cup itinerary,
announcing a June 4 meeting with
Mali during their training camp in

Antalya, Turkey.

May 29.

The Iranian football federation con-
firmed the fixture, which follows a
warm-up match against Gambia on

“Iran’s national football team will

face Mali on June 4 in its second
friendly match of the Antalya train-
ing camp in Turkey,” it said in a
statement.
Team Melli arrived in Turkey on
Monday to begin preparations and
to complete visa formalities ahead
of the 2026 FIFA World Cup.

When you get injured, platelets adhere to
your blood vessel walls to help prevent
further bleeding from occurring.

Platelet structure and anatomy

Platelets are made in your bone marrow.
These are the smallest types of blood cells,
with each one living approximately 7 to 10
daysTrusted Source. Unlike red and white
blood cells, platelets do not contain nuclei.
During the early stages of their formation,
they are megakaryocytes, or large bone
marrow cells. Each megakaryocyte con-
tains an organelle that eventually becomes
a smaller disc-sized platelet that can move
easily through your bloodstream to help

form clots and heal wounds.

Any platelet that is larger than its typical
post-megakaryocyte size of 2 ymTrusted
Source (microns) in diameter could indi-
cate an underlying condition, such as a ge-
netic disorder or an autoimmune disease.
Your spleen also plays a role in filtering
and storing platelets.

What is a normal platelet count?

A normal platelet count is consid-
ered anywhere between 150,000 and
400,000Trusted Source platelets per mi-
croliter.

Any result above 450,000Trusted Source
platelets per microliter is considered high,

while any level below 150,000Trusted
Source is considered a low platelet count.
A health care professional can make this
determination based on blood test re-
sults. Depending on their findings, they
may then order additional labs and tests,
including a possible abdominal ultra-
sound.

What medical conditions affect plate-
lets?

A low platelet count (thrombocytope-
nia) and a high platelet count (thrombo-
cythemia or thrombocytosis) can both
be serious, and possibly fatal when left
untreated.

Tehran’s interim Friday prayers leader said Iran will successfully overcome
current challenges and hardships despite ‘ongoing conspiracies and pressure
campaigns orchestrated by the country’s adversaries.’

Speaking during Friday prayers at the campus of the University of Tehran, Mo-
hammad Javad Haj Ali Akbari emphasized that the Iranian people have defeated
all plots devised by the country’s enemies — particularly the United States and
the “criminal Zionist regime” — since the victory of the Islamic Revolution,
adding that they would once again thwart hostile efforts against the nation.
Referring to sanctions, economic pressure, and “cognitive warfare” against
Iran, Haj Ali Akbari stated that the enemies are now targeting Iran’s economic

foundations rather than engaging in direct military confrontation.

“Today, instead of bullets, our enemies have restricted the country’s sources
of income through sanctions on oil exports and the banking sector,” he said.
The cleric further argued that Iran’s adversaries have employed all available
means to weaken the country internationally, but said the vigilance, unity, and
solidarity of the Iranian people had neutralized those efforts.

He also warned against ‘attempts to weaken national resilience through the
promotion of consumerism and luxury culture,” saying such measures are
intended to undermine public livelihoods and erode the Iranian people’s re-
sistance.

[ran envoy condemns UNSC
silence over U threats and war crimes

Iran’s ambassador and permanent rep-
resentative to the United Nations has
sharply criticized the UN Security Coun-
cil for its silence regarding US threats
against Iran and violations of interna-
tional humanitarian law during the recent
conflict involving the United States and
Israel.

Speaking on Wednesday during a UN
Security Council open debate on the
“Protection of CGivilians,” Amir-Saeed
Iravani called on the Council to break
its silence over ‘systematic violations of
international law’ committed during the
recent “illegal war of aggression” against
the Islamic Republic.

Iravani expressed regret over the Secu-
rity Council’s failure to fulfill its respon-
sibilities in response to war crimes com-
mitted by the United States and Israel

during their military operations against
Iran.

He further accused the two countries of
deliberately targeting civilians and civil-
ian infrastructure, including an elemen-
tary school in the southern Iranian city
of Minab, which resulted in the deaths of
more than 168 students and school staff.
“The Security Council must not remain
silent or indifferent to the repeated and
daily threats made by the president of the
United States against Iran,” Iravani said,
referring to threats to bomb Iran “back
to the Stone Age,” destroy its economic
and industrial infrastructure, and target
Iranian nuclear scientists and senior of-
ficials.

“The normalization of such threats of
force, acts of aggression, and inflamma-
tory rhetoric by a permanent member of

the Security Council sets a dangerous
precedent,” he added.

The Iranian envoy also asserted that the
United States, Israel, and any parties that
assisted or facilitated the attacks must
bear full legal and international respon-
sibility for crimes committed against the
Iranian people.

“No state should be permitted to shield
itself behind political protection while
violating the UN Charter and targeting
civilians with impunity,” he stated.
Iravani further urged the international
community to recommit itself to the
core principles of the UN Charter, in-
cluding sovereign equality among states,
non-use of force, peaceful resolution of
disputes, and respect for the territorial
integrity and political independence of
nations.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an has praised the country’s Armed
Forces, particularly the Islamic
Republic of Iran Army, for demon-
strating a high level of operational
readiness and defensive capability in
confronting aggression by the United
States and Israel.

During a meeting with Army Com-
mander Amir Hatami, the president
expressed appreciation for the cour-
age, commitment, and performance
of Iran’s military forces in responding
to recent threats and attacks.
President Pezeshkian said the de-
cisive, intelligent, and deterrent re-
sponses carried out by Iranian forc-
es had prevented adversaries from
achieving their objectives against the
country.

He described the Army’s role in
safeguarding national security, pre-
serving Iran’s territorial integrity, and
strengthening deterrence capabilities
as “strategic and decisive.”
According to the president, the
Armed Forces — particularly the
“committed, popular, and revolu-
tionary Army” — demonstrated the
country’s defensive strength through
strong operational preparedness,
intelligence awareness, coordinated
command structures, and effective
combat capability.

“The government stands fully along-

Pezeshkian: Government fully
supports strengthenme armed forces

i 3]

side the Armed Forces and will sup-
port strategic programs aimed at
enhancing the country’s defense
capabilities,” he said, referring to in-
itiatives including logistical support,
modernization of military equipment,
development of operational infra-
structure, and expansion of deter-
rence capacity.

The president also stressed the
importance of close coordination
between the government and the
military under the current regional
conditions, noting that national unity
and the strength of the Armed Forces
constitute the main pillars of Iran’s
security and stability.

During the meeting, Major General
Hatami presented a report on the Ar-
my’s latest operational status and de-
fensive missions, including measures
taken to counter ‘hostile activities.’
Hatami also pointed to efforts aimed
at restoring and enhancing combat
readiness during the ceasefire, saying
the Army had strengthened coordi-
nation mechanisms, upgraded oper-
ational capabilities, and incorporated
field experience to maintain full pre-
paredness.

He added that Iranian military per-
sonnel remain firmly committed to
defending the country’s security,
independence, and territorial integ-
rity.
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