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Senior Iranian MP warns
LS of total regional oil
shutdown
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Strait of Hormuz
blockade following
Iran war forces glob-
al return to coal

According to a report published
Sunday by The Wall Street Journal,
countries around the world are re-
turning to the highly polluting but
reliable fossil fuel after the Iran war
effectively shut the Strait of Hor-
muz, severing approximately 20%
of global liquefied natural gas (LNG)
supplies.

The report highlights that Taiwan
is restarting idled coal-fired power
plants, while South Korea boosted
its coal-generated electricity by more
than a third last month. In Europe,
[taly has placed its coal plants on
standby as it braces for a prolonged
energy shock.

The Wall Street Journal notes that
spot coal prices at Australia’s New-
castle port—a key supplier to Asia—
have jumped 12% since the war be-
gan. The benchmark briefly topped
$140 a metric ton in mid-March,
reaching its highest level since late
2024. However, this remains far be-
low the $440 peak seen following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022.
That previous crisis saw Europe lead
a global return to coal. But this time,
the shift is most pronounced in Asia,
where nations face imminent gas
shortages.

The newspaper reports that almost
90% of LNG volumes exported via
the Strait of Hormuz typically go to
Asia. Since the war started, however,
only three LNG ships have passed
through the waterway. The last Qa-
tari cargo destined for Asia left the
Persian Gulf before the war, arriving
in China on March 20.

According to data firm Vortexa, cit-
ed by The Wall Street Journal, the
moving daily average of Asian LNG
imports dropped to a six-year low
last month—Ilevels not seen since
the height of the Covid-19 pandemic.
The report details that Taiwan, which
normally generates half its electricity
from LNG (with a third of that fuel
coming from Qatar), is now restart-
ing two coal-fired generators. The
state-run utility Taipower explicitly
cited the war’s impact and the “con-
tinuing risk” to LNG supplies in its
announcement.

Similarly, India has issued an emer-
gency coal directive forcing import-
ed-coal plants to maximize output
ahead of a hotter-than-normal sum-
mer. In late March, the state of Guja-
rat ordered Tata Power to restart an
imported-coal facility.

Data from Electricity Maps, also
quoted by the Journal, shows that
South Korea generated 12.1 tera-
watt-hours of coal power in March
and 10.7 terawatt-hours in April—
increases of 36% and 39% respec-
tively from a year ago. Thailand,
meanwhile, has restarted two coal
units at a power plant to offset high-
er gas costs.

The newspaper notes that Europe
has seen less switching from gas to
coal so far, partly due to its invest-
ments in renewables and diversified
gas imports. Carbon emissions are
also more expensive to produce in
Europe.

Nevertheless, the LNG crunch is
prompting caution. Italy’s ener-
gy minister said in March that the
country’s coal plants—currently on
standby—could be reactivated if
the West Asian conflict triggers an
energy crisis. Italy, one of Europe’s
most gas-reliant economies (gas
accounts for 40% of its energy sup-
ply), has already delayed its coal
phaseout to 2038.

German Chancellor Friedrich Merz
also raised the possibility last month
of delaying individual coal plant clo-
sures in the event of a supply short-
age.

Quoting Martin Senior, head of LNG
pricing at Argus Media, The Wall
Street Journal concludes that ana-
lysts now expect global demand for
seaborne coal to increase this year
rather than plateau.

According to the statistics of the
Iranian Steel Producers Associa-
tion (ISPA), 62.716 million tons
of iron ore pellet was produced in
Iran during the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1404 (ended on March
20). Based on the ISIPA data, the
country’s iron ore pellet output in
1404 rose 0.1 percent from the
production figure in 1403, which
was 62.667 million tons.

Iron ore pellets are small, spher-
ical balls of iron ore concentrate,
typically measuring 6-16 millim-
eters in diameter. They are a key
raw material for modern steel-
making, produced by agglom-
erating fine iron ore particles
with binders like bentonite, then
indurating them at high tempera-
tures—either through a straight-
grate or grate-kiln process.
Unlike natural lump ore, pellets
offer uniform size, high mechan-
ical strength, and superior met-
allurgical properties. Their high
iron content (64-67%) and low
impurities increase blast furnace
productivity while reducing ener-
gy consumption and emissions.
Pellets also perform exception-
ally well in direct reduction pro-
cesses to make sponge iron, a
growing route for green steel.
The global shift toward cleaner
steel production has boosted pel-
let demand, as they enable more
efficient operations and allow
usage of lower-grade ores after
beneficiation. Major exporters in-
clude Brazil, Sweden, and Cana-
da. With steelmaking responsible
for nearly 8% of CO? emissions,
pellets represent a crucial step

toward  de-carbonization—im-
proving efficiency today while
complementing hydrogen-based
reduction tomorrow. As such,
they are indispensable for both
conventional and sustainable
steel production.

It is worth mentioning that ac-
cording to the statistics of the
Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation, steel production in Iran
during the past Iranian calendar
year 1404 has recorded a growth
of over six percent.

The association has published
the statistics for the year 1404 of
the country’s steel chain. Accord-
ingly, despite intensified energy
restrictions, due to optimal man-
agement and the introduction of
new capacities—both in produc-
tion and in energy self-sufficiency
by steelmakers—Iran’s steel pro-
duction increased by 6.2 percent.
Thus, Iran’s steel production in
1404 reached 32.1 million tons,
equaling the production level of
1402.

The total production volume of
steel products in the country in
1404, however, experienced a
reverse trend, declining by 1.8
percent. Meanwhile, sponge iron
recorded the highest production
growth among steel chain prod-
ucts, with a 16-percent increase.
However, in the upstream of the
steel chain, production of pel-
lets and iron ore concentrate re-
mained at the same levels as the
previous year.

According to this report, the
significant growth in sponge
iron production—due to new

Over 62m Cons of ron ore pellet

capacities coming online on one
hand—and the stabilization of
pellet and iron ore concentrate
production on the other hand,
indicates a worsening short-
age of raw materials for direct
reduction units. However, with
the shutdown of more than 14
million tons of sponge iron pro-
duction capacity due to damages
caused by the third imposed war,
this shortage will be temporarily
absent.

A 3.8-percent increase in steel in-
got production against a 1.1-per-
cent decrease in long steel prod-
uct production indicates the need
to develop steel ingot exports. It
is noteworthy that the shutdown
of more than two million tons of
steel ingot capacity due to the
third imposed war can be com-
pensated by activating idle capac-
ities for producing this product.
Production of various steel
sheets in 1404 remained almost
at the level of the previous year.
Meanwhile, slab production saw
a double-digit growth of 10.2
percent. Unfortunately, due to the
damages inflicted on slab-pro-
ducing companies during the
imposed war, the balance of the
flat steel products chain has been
disrupted, making the import of
slabs and hot-rolled sheets nec-
essary and urgent.

Iran’s steel industry is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy,
having grown into a significant
global player. In 2025, the coun-
try produced approximately 32
million tons of crude steel, se-
curing its position as the world’s

produced i a year

10th-largest producer.

Beyond crude steel, Iran is a ma-
jor force in the global direct re-
duced iron (DRI) market. The na-
tion produced roughly 37 million
tons of DRI in 2025, accounting
for about a quarter of the world’s
total supply. This DRI is used by
its modern electric arc furnace
(EAF) mills, which form the back-
bone of its steelmaking capacity.
However, the industry has faced
severe headwinds. In early 2026,
military strikes on key facilities,
including the country’s two larg-
est steel plants, caused major
disruptions. This came on top
of long-standing challenges like
international sanctions, domestic
inflation, and energy shortages
from power and gas cuts.
Despite these obstacles, the sec-
tor remains a vital export earner.
It exports a significant portion
of its output, with semi-finished
steel products being a primary
driver. While its immediate out-
look is clouded by conflict, Iran’s
steel industry is a testament to
resilience and strategic industrial
development on the global stage.
Iran’s steel industry produces a
comprehensive range of prod-
ucts, from semi-finished mate-
rials to value-added goods, sup-
porting construction, automotive,
infrastructure, and manufactur-
ing. The sector can be broken
down into several key categories:
Semi-Finished Steel

The industry’s backbone consists
of products like billet, bloom, and
slab, with Iran producing over 20
million tons of these in an eight-
month period alone.

Flat Steel Products

Led by Mobarakeh Steel Compa-
ny (MSC), the largest steel pro-
ducer in the West Asia and North
Africa, Iran’s flat steel output in-
cludes hot-rolled and cold-rolled
coils, as well as coated products
such as galvanized and pre-paint-
ed sheets. These high-quality
sheets are used in major national
projects, including large-scale
water pipelines.

Long Steel Products

Specialized in by companies like
Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO),
this segment includes:

* Rebar (reinforcement bars) for
construction

* Structural  sections  like
I-beams, H-profiles, channels,
and angles

* Railway rails — ESCO is Iran’s

sole producer of rail tracks
Tubular and Finished Steel Prod-
ucts

These include various welded
pipes, galvanized tubes for water
and gas, and advanced automo-
tive steel grades like CK45 and
S650MC high-strength  sheets,
which have recently been pro-
duced locally to reduce import
dependence.

Overall, the diversity of products
demonstrates Iran’s  growing
self-sufficiency and its role as a
significant global steel producer.
According to the data released
by the World Steel Association
(WSA), Iran’s crude steel pro-
duction rose 15.1 percent year-
on-year to 2.6 million tons in
January 2026.

The figures show Iran main-
tained its position as the world’s
tenth-largest steel producer, out-
performing the broader global
trend.

Global crude steel production
across 69 countries totaled 147.3
million tons in January, down 6.5
percent compared with January
2025.

China, the world’s largest steel
producer, recorded a 13.9 per-
cent decline in output to 75.3
million tons. India produced 15.1
million tons, up 10.5 percent
year-on-year, while the United
States posted a 3.3 percent in-
crease to 7.1 million tons.

South Korea’s output rose 5.0 per-
cent to 5.6 million tons. Japan pro-
duced 6.8 million tons, down 0.5
percent, and Brazil's production fell
1.4 percent to 2.7 million tons.
Germany registered a 15 percent
increase to 3.1 million tons, while
Russia’s output declined 7.4 per-
cent to 5.5 million tons. Turkey
produced 3.4 million tons, up 5.8
percent year-on-year.

The data indicate that while glob-
al steel production contracted at
the start of 2026, Iran expanded
output at a double-digit pace,
consolidating its ranking among
leading producers.

According to World Steel Asso-
ciation’s previous report, Iran’s
steel production reached three
million tons in December 2025,
registering more than 16 percent
growth compared to the same
period last year.

The country remained in tenth
place globally with a total steel
production of approximately 32
million tons in 2025.

Strait of Hormuz revives Iran’s neglected trade corridors

Araghchi holds
intensive diplomatic
talks as regional
tensions escalate

Iranian  Foreign Minister ~Abbas
Araghchi held a series of telephone
conversations with his counterparts
from South Korea, France, Turkey,
and Qatar on Sunday, focusing on
regional tensions, diplomatic efforts,
and the security situation in the Per-
sian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz.
During a phone call with South Ko-
rean Foreign Minister Cho Hyun,
Araghchi stressed that the United
States and the Israeli regime must be
held accountable by the international
community for ‘acts of aggression
against Iran and the resulting insta-
bility in the Persian Gulf region.’ The
two diplomats reviewed bilateral rela-
tions and highlighted the importance
of strengthening long-standing ties
between Tehran and Seoul through a
forward-looking approach.
Referring to the situation in the Per-
sian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz,
Araghchi said the insecurity affect-
ing the region and its broader global
consequences stem from the ag-
gressive actions of Washington and
Tel Aviv against Iran. He emphasized
that those must be held accountable
for ‘violations of international law and
crimes committed against the Iranian
nation.” For his part, Cho reiterated
South Korea’s support for ensuring
maritime security and stability in
regional and international waterways
and expressed hope that diplomatic
efforts would soon produce tangible
results. In a separate conversation,
Araghchi and French Foreign Min-
ister Jean-Noél Barrot discussed
bilateral relations, regional develop-
ments, and ongoing diplomatic pro-
cesses. According to reports, the two
sides exchanged views on issues of
mutual interest and recent develop-
ments across West Asia.

Araghchi also held talks with Turk-
ish Foreign Minister Hakan Fidan,
with the two diplomats discussing
regional issues and diplomatic in-
itiatives aimed at easing tensions
in West Asia. According to a state-
ment released by the Iranian For-
eign Ministry, the talks focused on
the latest regional developments
amid heightened tensions fueled by
Washington's threats of renewed
military action against Iran over its
peaceful nuclear program, as well as
developments related to the Strait of
Hormuz.

Disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz shifted Iran’s
trade route toward neglected land and rail corridors,
a path now activated from Pakistan and Iraq to China
and Central Asia.

According to Mehr News Agency, the disruptions in
commercial traffic through the Strait of Hormuz have
not only affected Iran’s maritime trade but have also
redirected a portion of regional trade flows toward
alternative land and rail routes , an event that once
again highlights Iran’s geopolitical importance in the
region’s transit equations.

Over recent decades, maritime trade has become one
of the main pillars of the global economy. According
to international estimates, more than 80% of global
goods trade is conducted via sea. Low transportation
costs, the ability to move large volumes of goods, and
direct access to international waterways have kept
sea routes as the main artery of world trade.

In this context, Iran, due to its geopolitical position,
has always been considered a key transit player in the
region. Its location at the junction of the Persian Gulf
and the Sea of Oman in the south, combined with si-
multaneous access to the Caspian Sea in the north,
has created a rare capacity to transform Iran into a
transit hub between Asia, Europe, the Caucasus, In-
dia, and the CIS countries.

* Washington’s failure to enforce a naval blockade of
Iran

However, the escalation of tensions in the Strait of
Hormuz following the disruptions that began on April
13, 2026, after the failure of Iran-US peace talks in Is-
lamabad, caused a portion of trade between Iran and

the region to shift from maritime routes to land and
rail corridors, a change that has revealed, more than
ever, the necessity of diversifying the country’s trade
routes. The Strait of Hormuz, as one of the world’s
most sensitive energy and trade chokepoints, is now
atthe center of geopolitical tensions. This has led Iran
and its trade partners to pay greater attention to ac-
tivating neglected transit capacities in land, rail, and
even alternative maritime routes.At the same time,
many regional and international analysts believe that
a scenario of a naval blockade of Iran is not fully fea-
sible. Iran’s geographical vastness, diversity of land
and sea borders, simultaneous access to eastern,
western, and northern corridors, and connection to
regional transit networks are among the factors that
make any complete closure of Iran’s trade highly chal-
lenging. Nonetheless, recent conditions have shown
that relying solely on traditional routes of the Persian
Gulf and southern ports cannot meet the long-term
needs of the country’s foreign trade. Developing land
corridors, strengthening the rail network, and activat-
ing transit capacities in the north, east, and west of
the country have now become a strategic necessity.
* China, Irag, and Turkey: Iran’s main trade partners
Iran currently conducts trade with more than 100
countrigs, but China remains Iran’s largest export
partner. According to data from Trade Data Monitor,
in the year ending October 2025, China imported
more than $14 billion worth of goods from Iran, indi-
cating continued economic interdependence between
the two countries.

After China, Iraq ranks second with approximately

$10.5 billion in imports from Iran. The United Arab
Emirates and Turkey are also among Iran’s most
important export destinations. Meanwhile, trade be-
tween Tehran and Ankara has been on an upward
trend over the past year, with Iran’s exports to Turkey
rising from $4.7 billion in 2024 to $7.3 hillion.

* Activation of alternative routes following Strait of
Hormuz disruption

In response to the restrictions imposed in the Persian
Gulf, Pakistan announced the reopening of six key
land routes for transferring goods to Iran — a move
that alleviated a significant portion of the pressure on
regional trade. According to reports, approximately
three thousand containers that had been stranded
due to maritime disruptions and the halt of operations
at Karachi Port were brought into Iran via land routes.
This development showed that Iran’s trade can con-
tinue through alternative routes even under maritime
pressure. Meanwhile, Bloomberg reported a three-
fold increase in rail trade between Iran and China and
announced that Pakistan has activated a new transit
route for third-country goods destined for Iran.

* Alternative rail-maritime routes for Iran-China trade
China, as Iran’s largest trade partner, now plays a key
role in redesigning regional transport routes. Experts
believe that several combined routes are available for
sustaining trade between Tehran and Beijing, inde-
pendent of the Strait of Hormuz.

One of the most important of these is the combined
rail-maritime corridor that starts from Yiwu in China,
passes through Kazakhstan and the port of Aktau,
and then enters Iran via the Caspian Sea. Another

route is the all-rail Central Asian corridor, which con-
nects goods from China, Kazakhstan, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan to the Sarakhs border crossing and
then to Iran’s rail network.

Alongside these two routes, the Pakistan mari-
time-land corridor has also gained special impor-
tance — a route that transports goods from China to
Karachi Port and then brings them into Iran by road
and rail. Additionally, some of China’s trade could en-
ter Iran overland via Turkey and the port of Mersin.
Transport experts believe that increasing the share of
land and rail trade has revealed, more than ever, the
need to modernize the country’s transit infrastruc-
ture. Although parts of Iran’s rail network have double
tracks and adequate transit capacity, some key routes
remain single-track or outdated and cannot handle a
surge in transit cargo.

* New corridor connecting China to Europe via Iran
Concurrently with Emomali Rahmon’s visit to China,
the first container train on the China-Kyrgyzstan-Uz-
bekistan-Tajikistan route was launched — a project
implemented with the participation of Chinese and
Uzbek joint ventures and considered part of the strat-
egy to develop new transit corridors in Central Asia.

Following this, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan also activat-
ed an experimental multimodal corridor: China-Tajik-
istan-Uzbekistan-Turkmenistan-Iran-Turkey-Europe.
This route is designed to develop transport infra-
structure, digitize transit, and increase border cross-
ing capacity, and it could strengthen Iran’s position in
connecting East Asia to Europe.




Addressing the meeting, Samad Has-
sanzadeh, the head of the Iran Cham-
ber of Commerce, said: “We hope
that the authorities act with expert
prudence in all matters, especially
negotiations, so that we can achieve
peace of mind and lasting peace for
the country while preserving the au-
thority of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
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Dot Throw Out Your-Salmon Skin-1ts Way More Nutritious Than You Think

Senior Iranian MP
warns US of total re-

gional oil shutdown

A senior Iranian lawmaker has
warned that any attack on Iran’s
energy infrastructure will result
in a total disruption of global oil
supplies from the Persian Gulf re-
gion. Hamidreza Hajibabaei, Deputy
Speaker of the Iranian Parliament,
made the remarks during an inter-
view with IRIB on Sunday, outlining
Iran’s strategic posture regarding
potential strikes on its oil sectors.
“If Iran’s oil is to be targeted, we
will strike the region’s oil,” Hajiba-
baei stated. “If damage is inflicted
on Iranian oil, Iran will act in a way
that prevents the United States and
the world from receiving oil from
this region for a significant period
of time.”

Hajibabaei suggested that coun-
tries such as Saudi Arabia are
attempting to insulate themselves
from potential fallout.

The deputy speaker dismissed
the notion that Washington would
show restraint, specifically naming
US President Donald Trump. He as-
serted that “it is impossible for the
US, especially Trump, to have the
capability to do something and not
do it. Anyone who thinks otherwise
is naive.” To counter this threat,
Hajibabaei emphasized that Iran
would leverage its geopolitical po-
sition to impose its own econom-
ic costs, describing the Strait of
Hormuz as Iran’s ultimate strategic
leverage.

Four Iranian films
receive nomina-
tions at 14th Inter-
national Sound &
Film Music Festival
in Croatia

Four films from Iran have received
nominations at the 14th Interna-
tional Sound & Film Music Festival
(ISFMF), which will be held from
May 21 to 24 in Varazdin, Croa-
tia. The Iranian films are among
the nominees of the Crystal Pine
Awards for Best Picture, Best
Short, and Horizon Award, IRNA
reported. “Without Permission”
directed by Hassan Nazer and “Twi-
light of the Oak” by Mohammad
Abedi are nominated for the Best
Picture, “Ker” by Sajad Soleymani
is nominated for the Best Short,
and “Becomes the Sun” by Ali Tabe
Emam is nominated for the Horizon
Award.

A 2025 Iranian-Scottish drama,
“Without Permission” follows the
story of an exiled Iranian filmmaker
who, after being denied permission
to make his scripted project, turns
to children to capture their candid
voices and perspectives on love,
identity, and freedom. By filming
secretly in hidden locations, the
narrative evolves into a reflection
on self-expression within a world
of limitations.

“Twilight of the Oak” is a documen-
tary shot in the heart of the Zagros,
a mountain range in western Iran.
Amid dust and wind, three parallel
stories unfold - three facets of a
single reality, from the fading oak
forests, to the grueling labor of
children, to a solitary man on the
cold border.

The story of “Ker” revolves around
a young man who must hide a
woman who has fled her conserv-
ative family and sought refuge
with him, and even the slightest
discovery of her presence could
lead to a catastrophe. The mission
of the International Sound & Film
Music Festival is to promote the
importance of film music and its
composers, as well as film sound,
and filmmaking in general.

By:

You may want to reconsider removing the skin from
your salmon before cooking or serving it. Salmon skin
is safe to eat and can add flavor, texture, and essen-
tial nutrients to your meal, as well as provide potential
health benefits.

1. Good Source of Protein

Salmon skin is a good source of protein. One 15-gram
(half-ounce) crispy salmon skin snack has 10 grams
of protein.1 This added protein may help repair tissue
and increase muscle mass.

2. Good Source of Omega-3 Fatty Acids and Healthy
Fats

Salmon skin is a good source of polyunsaturated fats,
particularly omega-3 fatty acids, though the exact
amount varies based on the type of salmon.

3. No Carbohydrates

Plain salmon skin lacks carbohydrates,1 so it does not
rapidly increase blood sugar. It is potentially suitable
for people on a low-carbohydrate diet.

4. Promotes Bone and Joint Health

Salmon skin’s protein, vitamin D, and omega-3 fatty
acid content23 may boost bone and joint health. Vi-
tamin D is essential for calcium absorption, which is
vital for supporting bone health.

5. May Lower Cancer Risk

The omega-3 fatty acids found in salmon skin may
help lower the risk of specific types of cancer by re-

ducing inflammation and supporting cell health.3
6. Supports Cognitive Health
Omega-3s are associated with a reduced risk of

Alzheimer’s disease and other cognitive conditions, 4

potentially helping to boost brain function.3

7. Supports Eye Health

Omega-3s can contribute to eye health and po-
tentially lower the risk of age-related macular de-
generation (AMD), a leading cause of vision loss in
older adults.3

8. May Support Gut Health

Although more research is needed, the nutrients in
salmon skin, like omega-3s, may positively benefit gut
health.4 They may help maintain a healthy gut micro-
biome, reduce inflammation, and support digestion.
9. Supports Heart Health

The omega-3s in salmon skin and salmon flesh have
many known health benefits, including reducing the
risk of cardiovascular disease.3

10. Supports Skin and Hair Health

Salmon skin protein, omega-3s, antioxidants, and
other nutrients may positively benefit skin and hair
health.5 Omega-3s help maintain skin elasticity, hy-
dration, and overall appearance, while your hair and
skin need protein for growth and maintenance.

11. May Support Wound Healing

12. Provides Vitamins and Minerals

Source:

=
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The cinematheque of the Iranian Artists Forum
(IAF) in Tehran is running a program titled “God of
Carnage,” which is dedicated to the screening of a
selection of documentary and narrative films with
anti-Zionist themes. Having started on May 17, the
program will run through May 22 at the IAF, show-
ing six films, IRNA reported. The 2014 documentary
“Green Prince” by Nadav Schirman and the 2024 doc-
umentary “No Other Land” by Basil Al-Adra, Hamdan
Bula, Yuval Abraham, and Rachel Szor were the mov-

ies shown on the first two days of the program.

On Tuesday, the IAF will host the screening of the
2011 documentary “Five Broken Cameras” by Emad
Burnat and Guy Davidi.

The 94-minute documentary is a first-hand account
of protests in Bil'in, a West Bank village affected by
the Israeli West Bank barrier. The documentary was
shot almost entirely by Palestinian farmer Emad Bur-
nat, who bought his first camera in 2005 to record the
birth of his youngest son. In 2009, Israeli co-director

Guy Davidi joined the project.

Structured around the destruction of Burnat’s camer-
as, the filmmakers’ collaboration follows one family’s
evolution over five years of turmoil. The film won a
2012 Sundance Film Festival award, won the Golden
Apricot at the 2012 Yerevan International Film Fes-
tival, Armenia, for Best Documentary Film, won the
2013 International Emmy Award, and was nominated
for a 2013 Academy Award.

From Wednesday to Friday, narrative films “3000

Nights” by Mai Massri (2015), “Farha” by Darin J.
Sallam (2021), and “The Time That Remains” by Elia
Suleiman (2009) will be shown at the IAF, respectively.
“3000 Nights” is an internationally co-produced dra-
ma film. It was screened in the Contemporary World
Cinema section of the 2015 Toronto International Film
Festival. The film focuses on a Palestinian woman
who gives birth to a son while in jail on false charg-
es. It was selected as the Jordanian entry for the Best
Foreign Language Film at the 89th Academy Awards.

[ran submits re-
sponse to latest L
proposal, rejects
compromise on
enrichment rights

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman said
on Monday that Tehran has submitted
a response to Washington’s latest pro-
posal to bring a permanent end to the
US-Israeli aggression that initially began
on February 28.

“After Iran sent its 14-point plan, the
US side conveyed its considerations.
We also presented our views in return.
Although the American side publicly
rejected this plan, we received a set of
revised points and considerations from
the Pakistani mediator,” Esmaeil Baghaei
said in his weekly press briefing.
Baghaei emphasized that Iran will cer-
tainly not negotiate or compromise on
its rights. He said Iran’s right to uranium
enrichment has been recognized under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and
does not need to be recognized by other
parties.

A ceasefire on April 8 paused the US-Is-
raeli war, but Iran says the US’s “ex-
cessive” demands have derailed efforts
aimed at permanently ending it. Pres-
ident Donald Trump, meanwhile, has
renewed threats of military action if Iran
does not comply with his conditions.
Iran says it will never give in to bullying
and threats.

Iran’s main demands

Iran has set five main demands for hold-
ing nuclear talks with the US in a second
stage of a peace proposal. Iran says the
US must meet these demands in the first
stage if it wants an end to the war and the
reopening of the Strait of Hormuz: end-
ing hostilities across West Asia, includ-
ing the Israeli war on Lebanon, lifting

sanctions on Iran, reparations for dam-
age caused by the US and Israeli war on
Iran, releasing Iran’s frozen assets, and
recognizing Iran’s rights over the Strait
of Hormuz.

New mechanism for Strait of Hormuz
Further in his remarks, Baghaei said Iran
is engaged in continuous consultations
with Oman to develop a new mechanism
governing transit through the Strait of
Hormuz.

“Iran has always made tremendous ef-
forts to safeguard safe and secure tran-
sit through this route and continues to
insist that passage through the Strait
of Hormuz must take place in the best
possible manner with complete safety,”
he said.

The official emphasized that both Tehran
and Muscat consider themselves obli-
gated to take the necessary measures to
ensure secure transit through the Strait
of Hormuz, as it lies within the territorial
waters of both coastal states.

He said expert-level talks between Iran
and Oman were held last week in Muscat
and consultations were continuing with-
out interruption.

Iran has asserted full control of the stra-
tegic waterway since the war began. Iran
says the waterway is open to trade ves-
sels, but ships affiliated with the coun-
try’s adversary are not allowed to transit
it. Officials say passage through the strait
is only possible through coordination
with Iran’s armed forces.

According to Baghaei, the US-Israel ag-
gression prompted Iran “to adopt a se-
ries of measures under international law
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to defend its national sovereignty, terri-
torial integrity, and national security.” He
stresses that these actions are permitted
under international law.

Israel-UAE ties

Aslo in his remarks, Baghaei reacted to
reported visits of Israeli officials to the
UAE during the war with Iran. “The fact
that there have been many exchanges
between the Zionist regime and some
countries in the region is not hidden
from our view,” he said.

He urged regional countries to remain
vigilant against foreign plots aimed at
creating division and rifts among region-
al states, including between Iran and the
United Arab Emirates. “The military pres-
ence of the US and the Zionist regime in
the region does not bring security; it
brings insecurity for all countries in the
region,” Baghaei said.

Last week, Netanyahu said he made a
secret visit to the UAE and met President
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed during the
war with Iran. The meeting, according to
his office, resulted in a “historic break-
through” in relations between Tel Aviv
and Abu Dhabi.

Recently, The Wall Street Journal also
reported that Mossad director David
Barnea had made at least two visits to
the Persian Gulf state during the war to
coordinate military actions.

Separately, David Zini, head of the Shin
Bet domestic security agency, was also
reported by Israel’s Kan public broad-
caster to have visited the UAE to deepen
coordination between the two countries’
intelligence and security agencies.

Reacting to the United States’ endless
wars in West Asia, Senator Bernie
Sanders has declared that while
the country cannot afford housing,
healthcare, or childcare, it some-
how always finds money for another
bloody war.

In a conversation with political pod-
caster Jennifer Welch, the independ-
ent US senator criticized his country’s
ongoing warmongering, stating: “It is
time to say no to a government that
invests in war instead of the needs of
working people.”

“The world has learned things about
how to deal with conflicts, rather
than killing and wiping out others,”
Sanders continued. “We see the
war in Ukraine. We see the horror
that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has unleashed in Gaza
and Lebanon, which in my view is a
genocide, and all of this is happen-
ing in Gaza with American taxpayers’
money.”

The senator also turned his criticism
toward President Donald Trump:
“Look at our friend Donald Trump,
who, alongside Netanyahu, has
launched an unprovoked war against
Iran that no one can provide a defin-
itive reason for. Now there are those
in Washington within the Trump ad-
ministration saying that the cost of
the war against Iran has been 25 to

Sanders: No more money
should be spent on LS wars’

|.
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30 billion.”

Sanders dismissed those figures as
“completely baseless and nonsense,”
adding: “The cost of war is 10 to 20
times higher than what has been
stated. Not only is all this money
being spent on the war against Iran,
but Trump is going even further. We
spend one trillion dollars a year on
military expenses. Do you realize
that?”

The senator, a prominent opponent
of Trump’s policies, elaborated: “We
do not have money for the treatment
and health of Americans. We are fac-
ing a challenged educational system.
American children have no money to
go to college. But one trillion dollars
a year goes to the military. Do you
know what Trump wants? He wants
another $500 billion. He is eyeing a
precise 50 percent increase in military
spending.”

He added, “Just three blocks away
from Congress, people are sleeping
on the ground and in the streets be-
cause we are facing a serious and
widespread housing crisis. As | told
you, we cannot deal with the hous-
ing, childcare, and health insurance
crisis. We do not have the capability.
But well, when it comes to a bloody
war outside the United States, we
still have money for it. But enough is
enough.”
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