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Trump’s trip to
China had no eco-
nomic achievements:
expert

An economic analyst, referring to
Trump’s recent trip to China, said:
This trip had no strategic achieve-
ments, especially in the economic
sphere, for the United States, and
contrary to what was imagined, it
was not useful for reopening the
Strait of Hormuz.

Donald Trump’s recent trip to China
took place at a time when many in-
ternational analysts had assessed,
before it occurred, that this trip
was an action to compensate for
Washington’s strategic failure in the
tariff war against Beijing and to find
a joint solution for reopening the
Strait of Hormuz for the passage of
commercial ships and oil tankers.
However, evidence shows that the
United States was unable to achieve
its primary goals on this trip.

The tariff war, whose main goal was
to curb China’s economic growth
and reduce its trade surplus with the
United States, faced a smart reaction
from Beijing, including the use of the
rare earth metals lever, as well as
legal challenges in the US Supreme
Court. This failure has effectively
changed the atmosphere of relations
between the two countries. It seems
that the United States, at least in the
medium term, will not be able to
use a direct aggressive tone against
China and will be forced to adjust its
approach.

On the other hand, the two countries
also did not reach a common result
or strategy on the issue of the Strait
of Hormuz, and even the issue of
persuading China to stop purchas-
ing Iranian oil did not lead to the de-
sired outcome for the White House.
China is winner of Trump’s tariff
war

Majid Shakeri, an economic analyst,
stated in an interview with IRNA re-
garding Trump’s trip to China and
evaluating its results: The consen-
sus among Western analysts is that
Trump’s relations with China in all
aspects are influenced by his last
year’s failure in the tariff war against
China. Although the tariff war was
initially imposed on almost all coun-
tries in the world, its ultimate target
was China, because China has the
largest trade surplus compared to
the rest of the world, especially the
United States.

He added: The Chinese reaction
through the use of the rare earth
metals lever on one hand, and the
questioning of the legal basis of
the tariff war by the US Supreme
Court on the other, caused a signif-
icant failure for the United States. It
seems the Americans, at least for
a period of four to five years until
they can somewhat address the rare
earth metals issue, are forced to
back down from a direct aggressive
tone towards China. Although they
maintain pressure through various
means, they cannot overtly apply
direct pressure on the Chinese side
like in Trump’s first term or Biden’s
term.

Blockade of Strait of Hormuz or ac-
tion against China?

Regarding Iran, this economic ana-
lyst said: The Chinese consider the
blockade as directly against them-
selves and view it within the frame-
work of US naval pressure against
their own navy. For this reason, they
are reviewing and examining various
scenarios about the meaning of the
blockade, not only in the Iran case
but throughout the region from the
Sea of Oman to the Taiwan Strait.
Shakeri stated: Since it was an-
nounced that the Americans would
gradually prepare an independent
fleet to begin operations in the
Indian Ocean in 2019, this issue
has become very frequent for the
Chinese side, to the extent that the
Chinese fundamentally consider
the blockade issue as a direct ac-
tion against themselves, not just
against Iran.
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Aoriculture mmistry’ roadmap for price control; irom Supportig production to tacklg overpricng

Akbar Fathi, Deputy for
Planning and Economy
of the Ministry of Agri-
culture, wrote in a note

about the  ministry’s
roadmap for controlling
prices, from supporting
production to dealing
with overpricing, which
was published in IRNA
and appears below.
Appreciating the clear,
responsible, and hope-in-
spiring message of the
respected President in
supporting the staff of the
Ministry of Agriculture,
which acknowledged with
a realistic view the round-
the-clock efforts of the
forces of this organization
from the remotest border
villages to the capital, it
must be emphasized that
these words for the great
family of Agriculture Min-
istry are not merely an ad-
ministrative appreciation,
but a spiritual support and
an additional responsibili-
ty to continue serving the
people and protecting the
country’s food security.
The President’s empha-
sis on the need to use all
capacities to control pric-
es and support people’s
livelihoods shows that the
issue of food security and
market stability is one of
the government’s main
priorities, and the Min-
istry of Agriculture con-
siders itself duty-bound
to move in this direction
with all its might.

The reality is that the
market for agricultur-
al products and basic
commodities is an in-

terconnected system
of production, supply,
transportation,  distribu-

tion, storage, and super-
vision, and any disruption
in one of these links can
affect the final price of
goods and people’s live-
lihoods. Therefore, the
solution for controlling
prices is not limited to
sporadic crackdowns or
short-term measures, but
requires  comprehensive
planning, inter-sectoral
coordination, and contin-
uous management of the
chain from production to
consumption.

On this basis, the first and
most important priority of
the Ministry of Agriculture
is the sustainability and
continuity of production;
because as long as pro-
duction does not continue
steadily and economically
in the country, market
stability will not be sus-
tainable either. Along this
path, the timely supply of
inputs needed for the ag-

ricultural, livestock, and
poultry sectors is being
seriously pursued so that
producers do not face
problems in supplying an-
imal feed, fertilizer, seeds,
pesticides, and other re-
quirements. Also, remov-
ing production obstacles,
facilitating administrative
processes, reducing un-
necessary  bureaucracy,
and supporting the work-
ing capital of activists in
this sector are among the
measures that can lead
to a reduction in produc-
tion costs and ultimately
a lower final price for the
consumer.

Today, farmers, herders,
and producers are the
front line of securing the
country’s food security,
and it is essential that they
have confidence that pro-
duction is economically
viable for them. If the pro-
ducer operates in stable
conditions, the market
will also move towards
calm. For this reason,
targeted support for pro-
duction is considered the
most important tool for
sustainable price control.
In the next step, smart
market regulation and cre-
ating a balance between
supply and demand will
be pursued with greater
precision. The Ministry
of Agriculture, by utiliz-
ing strategic reserves,
continuously monitoring
the market, and carefully
planning to manage the
flow of goods, will try to
prevent sudden fluctua-
tions. In situations where
some provinces, espe-
cially metropolitan areas
like Tehran, due to high
consumption  volumes,
depend on the supply
of goods from other
provinces, extensive co-
ordination is underway
for the timely transfer of
products and continuous
supply of market needs
so that temporary short-
ages do not cause price
increases or market tur-
moil.

Another important axis is
reforming and strength-
ening the distribution net-
work and shortening the
distance between produc-
er and consumer. In many
cases, price increases are
more the result of numer-
ous intermediaries and
non-transparent distribu-
tion than of production
shortages.  Accordingly,
the development of direct
supply networks, the use
of monitorable platforms,
the strengthening of pro-
duction and distribution

cooperatives, and in-
creasing the direct supply
of agricultural products
have been placed on the
agenda. The shorter and
more transparent the dis-
tribution path, the smaller
the share of intermedi-
ation will be, and goods
will reach the people at a
fairer price.
Simultaneously, field su-
pervision of the market
and dealing with viola-
tions are being pursued
more seriously. In this
context, continuous
cooperation and coor-
dination have been es-
tablished between the
Ministry of Agriculture,
the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade, the
State Disciplinary Organ-
ization, the Chamber of
Guilds, and other super-
visory bodies so that the
market is monitored daily
and any hoarding, over-
pricing, disruption of the
distribution network, and
abuse of market condi-
tions are met with legal
and decisive action. Mar-
ket stability will be sus-
tainable when law-abiding
economic actors are sup-
ported and violators have
no opportunity to create
turmoil in the market.
Alongside executive
measures,  information
transparency also plays
an important role in mar-
ket management. Part
of the market turmoil is
caused by the dissemina-
tion of incomplete news,
false information, or rum-
ors that lead to emotional
behavior in purchasing
and distribution. Accurate
and continuous informa-
tion about the production
status, reserves, the pro-
cess of supplying goods,
and market regulation
plans can help increase
public trust and reduce
concerns.

Within this framework,
on Wednesday, May
13th (23 Ordibehesht),
through a letter signed by
the respected Minister of
Agriculture, the directives
and emphases of the re-
spected President regard-
ing the need to control
prices, ensure the stable
supply of basic commod-
ities, and intensify market
supervision were com-
municated in the form of
a directive to all Provincial
Agriculture Departments.
This directive emphasiz-
es the mobilization of all
provincial capacities, co-
ordination with executive
and supervisory hodies,
and continuous monitor-

ing of the market situation
across the country so that
necessary measures are
implemented with greater
speed and coherence.
Today, the entire Ministry
Agriculture team, from
experts stationed in villag-
es and production centers
to managerial staff and
the respected Minister of
Agriculture, stand along-
side the people and pro-
ducers, striving with all
their capacity to maintain
market stability, ensure
food security, and reduce
pressure on household
livelihoods. We believe
that with empathy, in-
ter-agency coordination,
support for domestic pro-
duction, and continuous
market supervision, we
can manage conditions in
such a way that the dear
people of Iran endure the
least possible pressure,
and greater stability and
calm prevail in the market
for basic goods.
Government’s supportive
policy for domestic pro-
duction continues: agri-
culture minister

The Minister of Agri-
culture stated that the
government’s supportive
policy for domestic pro-
duction and producers
continues.

According to the Mehr
News Agency, quoting
the Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Gholamreza Nouri,
Minister of Agriculture,
spoke on Saturday (May
16) at a brainstorming
session with members of
the Government’s Infor-
mation Gouncil held at the
Ministry of Agriculture.
Referring to the experi-
ence of managing the ba-
sic commodities market
during crisis periods, he
said: “In certain periods,
including wartime condi-
tions and tense times, a
set of decisions and man-
agement methods were
adopted that can also be
used in non-wartime peri-
ods today.”

Stating that during the
recent war, the Presi-
dent supported executive
bodies with appropriate
authority and field pres-
ence, he added: “During
that same period, several
meetings and direct pres-
ence of officials in the
ministry and among oper-
ational colleagues helped
improve coordination in
market management.”
The Minister of Agriculture
emphasized: “Of course,
the strategic directives
of the late Leader of the
Revolution regarding the

necessity  of  ‘working
twice as hard in the field
of basic commodities’
played an important role
in planning and preparing
the agricultural sector for
crisis conditions.”
Referring to the forecasts
and decisions made be-
fore the occurrence of
some crises, he stated: “A
series of planning meet-
ings were held afterward,
the effects of which were
observable in the supply
and distribution of basic
commaodities during criti-
cal conditions.”

Nouri noted that the
government has faced
numerous challenges in
various areas since the
beginning of its term, say-
ing: “In the field of basic
commodities, there are
various experiences from
past periods; including
the return of sanctions
after the US withdrawal
from the JCPOA, which
caused tensions such as
long queues in the chick-
en market in Tehran.”

He stated: “At certain
times, significant pres-
sure was exerted on the
market due to limitations
in the supply of inputs,

Alongside executive
measures

information
transparency also
plays an important
role in market
management. Part
of the market turmoil
is caused by the
dissemination of
incomplete news,
false information, or
rumors that lead to
emotional behavior
in purchasing and
distribution. Accurate
and continuous
information about the
production status
reserves, the process
of supplying goods
and market regulation
plans can help

increase public trust
and reduce concerns

gconomic events, or so-
cial crises. However, in
the current period, despite
the persistence of some
challenges, the supply
situation of commodities
has been managed with
greater stability; to the ex-
tent that at certain times
in Mazandaran province,
despite massive popu-
lation displacement, no
noticeable  commodity
shortage was reported.”

The Minister of Agricul-
ture said that market calm
is not the result of one
individual or one insti-
tution’s efforts: “Market
stability is the result of
synergy between institu-
tions, cooperation among
various sectors, and the
government’s intelligent
and jihadi approach to
managing the country.”

He added: “The major part
of ensuring food security
rests on the shoulders of
producers, farmers, live-

stock breeders, poultry
farmers, villagers, and
nomads, and the govern-
ment’s role is mainly that
of macro-regulation.”
Referring to the agricul-
tural sector’s movement
toward knowledge-based
and data-driven agricul-
ture, Nouri said: “One of
the main approaches is
reforming the statistical
system and making deci-
sions based on accurate
data, so that it is clear
how much production ex-
ists, where, and with what
needs; without accurate
statistics, effective man-
agement in the agricultur-
al sector is impossible.”
Pointing to some struc-
tural reforms in the Min-
istry of Agriculture, he
stated: “In recent years,
efforts have been made
to settle old accounts and
debts and to carry out
financial transparency in
various sectors so that
resource  management
becomes more precise.”
The Minister of Agricul-
ture referred to the im-
plementation of the law
resolving land use con-
flicts and said: “Under
this law, approximately
two million hectares of
land have been released
from natural resources
in favor of farmers, and
this process continues in
some provinces.”

He pointed to the devel-
opment of “agricultural
diplomacy” and “offshore
farming” and added: “For
the first time, some off-
shore agricultural prod-
ucts, including oil and
barley, have been import-
ed into the country, and
several joint committees
have been held with vari-
ous countries.”

Nouri noted the continu-
ation of the government’s
supportive policy for do-
mestic production and
producers and said: “By
establishing transparent
supply and sales systems,
farmers’ products such as
saffron are offered at ap-
propriate prices without
unnecessary  intermedi-
aries, and direct income
returns to the producer.”
He stated: “By reform-
ing support policies, the
incentive for production
in the oilseed sector has
increased, and pricing
has been done in favor of
farmers based on market
mechanisms and cooper-
atives.”

The Minister of Agri-
culture referred to the
formulation of the “Na-
tional Document for Jus-
tice-Oriented ~ Develop-
ment in the Agricultural
Sector” and said: “This
document is being imple-
mented with the partici-
pation of universities and
scientific institutions, and
the issue of justice in ap-
pointments, distribution
of inputs, and policies is
being seriously pursued.”
Referring to the devel-
opment of monitoring
systems and input dis-
tribution, he added: “The
distribution of fertilizer
and other inputs is carried
out precisely and in a con-
trolled manner across the
country, and geographical
distance has no effect on
the level of access.”
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Qalibaf appoint-
ment elevates
Iran—China coor-
dination to high-
est political level

The appointment of Parlia-
ment Speaker Mohammad
Bager Qalibaf as Iran’s spe-
cial representative for Chi-
na affairs elevates bilateral
coordination to the highest
political level, underscoring
Beijing’s central role in Teh-
ran’s strategy amid shifting
regional dynamics after the
US—Israeli war.

Qalibaf took on the role on
Sunday following a pro-
posal by President Masoud
Pezeshkian and its approval
by the Leader of the Islam-
ic  Revolution, Ayatollah
Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei,
according to Tasnim news
agency. Tasnim said Qalibaf
would “coordinate various
sectors of relations between
Iran and China.”

Before this, the late Secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme Na-
tional Security Council, Ali
Larijani, had acted as the
Leader’s special representa-
tive for China affairs. Larijani
was assassinated in a US—
Israeli attack on March 17.
Iran’s current ambassador
to China, Abdolreza Rahm-
ani Fazli, also serves as the
president’s  representative
for China affairs.

Since the start of the US—
Israel war on February 28,
China has taken a clear and
firm diplomatic position,
condemning the strikes as
a violation of international
law and Iran’s sovereignty.
Beijing has repeatedly called
for an immediate ceasefire
and an end to aggression,
stressing respect for terri-
torial integrity. Chinese For-
eign Minister Wang Yi has
held multiple urgent phone
calls with Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi,
reaffirming China’s support
for Iran.

Earlier this month, Araghchi
made an official visit to Chi-
na and supported President
Xi Jinping’s four-point peace
plan for the Middle East.
Following Araghchi’s Chi-
na trip, President Donald
Trump held talks with his
Chinese counterpart in Bei-
jing during his three-day
visit to the East Asian nation.
But he failed to push China
to change its policy toward
Iran or take a position in fa-
vor of the US.

“China’s position on the Iran
situation is very clear. The
conflict has inflicted severe
losses on the people in Iran
and other regional coun-
tries. Finding an early way to
resolve the situation is in the
interest of not only the US
and Iran, but also regional
countries and the rest of
the world,” a Chinese For-
eign Ministry statement said
while Trump was in Beijing.
An April 8 ceasefire between
Iran and the US, following
39 days of war, has failed
to permanently end the con-
flict due to what Tehran calls
Washington’s excessive de-
mands. Thousands of Irani-
an people lost their lives in
the joint US-Israeli strikes.
In response, Iran carried out
100 waves of military op-
erations against Israel and
American bases in the Per-
sian Gulf region.
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Foolad Sirjan fin-
ish as runners-up
at 2026 AVC Vol-

~ Biingual )1
Eclg(?omic })

leyball Champi-
ons League

Iran’s Foolad Sirjan claimed the silver
medal at the 2026 AVC Men’s Volley-
ball Champions League after a 3-1 de-
feat to Indonesia’s Jakarta Bhayang-
kara Presisi in Sunday’s final.

The match, held at the Terpadu Gym-
nasium in Pontianak, saw the host
side capitalize on the fervent home
crowd support to secure the title with

set scores of 25-20, 26-24, 23-25,
and 23-25. Earlier in the day, Japan’s
JTEKT Stings Aichi earned third place
by sweeping South Korea’s Hyundai
Capital Skywalkers 3-0.

Foolad Sirjan’s impressive run to the
final included decisive victories over
Jakarta Garuda Jaya and Japan’s
JTEKT Stings Aichi.

Iran sets five
non-negotiable
prerequisites for
nuclear talks with
Us

As diplomatic efforts to resume
negotiations  between Iran
and the United States remain
stalled, conflicting reports have
emerged regarding the terms
each side is setting.
According to Iranian media
outlets, Tehran has formally
conditioned the start of any
negotiations on a set of five
confidence-building measures.
These prerequisites include:
An end to the war on all fronts
with a particular emphasis on
Lebanon; the lifting of anti-Iran
sanctions; the release of Iran’s
frozen financial assets; com-
pensation for war damages;
formal recognition of Iran’s
sovereign rights over the Strait
of Hormuz.

Citing informed sources, the

The Best T

Ime to Eat Walnuts:

How Timmg May Boost Eneray
Digestion, and Sleep

Source:
By:

Walnuts are a nutrient-dense food with
a range of health benefits. While timing
doesn’t matter much, there are certain
times of day when eating them may offer
added perks.12

Before, During, or After a Workout
Walnuts are a good source of protein.
Eating protein before or after a workout
can help facilitate muscle gain, making
walnuts a good pre- or post-gym snack.
Walnuts are also packed with energy.
Most of that energy comes from its pro-
tein and fat (21 g), both of which help

fuel the body.3

When you're exercising for a long time,
fats help provide energy, regulate your
body temperature, and protect your
organs.4 Because of that, walnuts are
a great way to fuel up on the go when
you're doing a lot of calorie-intensive
movement like hiking, moving boxes, or
distance running.

With Dinner

Having a few walnuts with dinner could
help improve your sleep quality, accord-
ing to some research. A small study

found that people who ate 40 g of wal-
nuts with dinner for eight weeks slept
better and were less drowsy during the
daytime than people who didn’t eat wal-
nuts.5

Walnuts contain melatonin, a hormone
that regulates sleep, and tryptophan, a
chemical that your body uses to create
melatonin. Researchers suggest that
walnuts can increase levels of these
sleep-promoting substances in your
body, which could explain why they may
help you feel more rested.5

Other Benefits of Eating Walnuts Any
Time

Making a healthy serving of walnuts a
regular and consistent part of your diet
may bring about several other health
benefits:

* Improved digestion: Walnuts can help
boost the healthy bacteria in your gut,
according to a study in which partici-
pants ate 43 g of walnuts each day for
eight weeks.6 Your gut bacteria support
critical bodily functions, including your
immune system, metabolism, and brain.

P .

 Healthier cholesterol levels: Walnuts
are great for heart health due to their
high levels of healthy fats.

e Decreased heart health risks: Walnuts
have also been associated with a low-
er risk of stroke and heart disease.7 If
you're trying to live a heart-healthy life-
style, consider eating more of these nuts.
* More balanced mood: A study found
that college students who consumed
56 g of walnuts daily reported lower de-
pression, less stress, and better overall
mental health.

Mehr news agency reported
that Washington has respond-
ed with what it described as
“excessive” and “unacceptable”
demands. According to the
agency, the U.S. is reportedly
asking for: No reparations for
war damages; transfer of ap-
proximately 400 kilograms of
uranium from Iran to the United
States; only a single nuclear fa-
cility is to remain operational in
Iran; no release — not even 25
percent — of Iran’s frozen as-
sets; a cessation of hostilities
on all fronts is to be contingent
upon the completion of negoti-
ations.

Mehr added that even if Iran
were to meet these conditions,
the threat of military aggression
from the United States and the
Israeli regime would persist.
According to experts cited
by the news agency, the U.S.
proposal attempts to achieve
through diplomacy what Wash-
ington failed to secure on the
battlefield.

However, a contrasting ver-
sion of the U.S. position has
emerged. Laurence Norman,
a reporter for The Wall Street
Journal, wrote on X that an
alternative proposal is on the
table. According to Norman,
the U.S. offer would grant Iran
access to over $25 billion in fro-
zen funds while allowing Tehran
to keep its nuclear enrichment
capability intact.

The Governor of the Central Bank of Iran (CBI) identified controlling inflation as the
main priority of monetary policymaking and said: All actions and programs of the Cen-
tral Bank are carried out within the framework of this strategic goal. According to IRNA
reporting from the Central Bank, Abdolnaser Hemmati, emphasizing the control of the
country’s chronic inflation factors such as the monetization of the government’s budget
deficit due to the effects of war and the continuation of sanctions, stated: While sup-
porting the stability of the government’s financing system, the Central Bank pursues the
necessary measures to minimize its inflationary effects. The head of the Central Bank’s
Supreme Council stated: In the area of monetary policy, the Central Bank seriously
pursues controlling and reducing the pace of liquidity growth to prevent the experience

of high liquidity growth and the resulting inflation.

He added: This policy is doubly important especially in circumstances where the rial
financing needs of the government have increased due to declining government rev-
enues. Liquidity growth and the monetary base are under precise daily management,
and liquidity absorption tools are employed to manage it. Hemmati said: Preserving and
rebuilding the production and supply chain is also on the Central Bank’s agenda. Ac-
cordingly, in the current circumstances, preventing commodity shortages and preserv-
ing employment have gained higher priority. The banking supervision duty is also com-
pletely focused on this axis so that credit resources are effectively placed at the service
of producers, exporters, and employment preservation without creating systemic risk.

Stronoer Islamic unity reduces outside mterference: Pezeshkian

Ina series of high-level meetings held in Tehran, senior Iranian and Pakistani
officials have condemned the ‘United States and Israeli military aggression
against Iran,” while pledging to deepen bilateral cooperation in border trade,
security, and parliamentary relations. The diplomatic engagements, which
took place on May 16 and 17, underscored a growing alignment between
the two neighboring countries amid escalating regional tensions.

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian, during a meeting with Pakistan’s In-
terior Minister Syed Mohsin Naqvi, stated that unity and integration among
Islamic countries would pave the way for sustainable peace and security in
the region. “The stronger the unity of the Islamic Ummah becomes, the less
room there will be for the interference and adventurism of trans-regional
powers and the Zionist regime,” Pezeshkian said.

The President expressed appreciation for the role of the Pakistani govern-
ment, particularly Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif and the Army Chief, in
establishing and stabilizing the recent ceasefire. He voiced hope that these
diplomatic efforts would lead to sustainable peace, stability, and security
across the region.

Pezeshkian described the military aggression by the United States and
Israel against Iran, which resulted in the martyrdom of the Leader of the
Islamic Revolution, several high-ranking commanders, ministers, innocent
students, and citizens, as a major crime contrary to all human, legal, and
international standards. “These criminal acts are unacceptable to any awak-

ened and free conscience in the world,” he asserted.

According to the President, the primary objective of the United States and
Israel in attacking Iran was to create internal instability and weaken the Is-
lamic system. “They never imagined that the great, honorable, and aware
nation of Iran would stand beside their country with such cohesion, author-
ity, and loyalty,” he added.

Pezeshkian also thanked the governments of Pakistan, Afghanistan, and
Iraq for not allowing their soil to be used against the Islamic Republic. “The
enemies attempted to transfer insecurity into the country by providing fi-
nancial, intelligence, and weapons support to terrorist groups. However, the
cooperation of Iran’s neighbors in preventing any abuse of their territory
was a valuable and commendable measure,” he said.

Separately, Iranian Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bager Qalibaf told
Minister Naqvi that recent events had demonstrated that the United States
military presence in the region does not bring security but rather lays the
groundwork for instability. Qalibaf emphasized that some regional govern-
ments had mistakenly believed that the United States would provide them
with security, but recent developments had proven this assumption wrong.
The Parliament Speaker expressed gratitude for Pakistan’s support during
the imposed war against Iran. “The Iranian people and officials fully under-
stand Pakistan’s backing,” Qalibaf said. “The Leader of the Revolution also
paid special attention to Pakistan in his first message following the war.”

While describing current Tehran-Islamabad relations as good, Qalibaf
stressed that bilateral cooperation in political, economic, cultural, and secu-
rity fields must accelerate. He added that the development of parliamentary
cooperation is also on Iran’s agenda.

Referring to the recent war, Qalibaf stated: “This war demonstrated that the
United States and the Zionist regime bring nothing but evil and insecurity
to all nations and countries in the region. The better solution is for regional
countries to expand their economic, political, and security relations through
mutual trust and cooperation.”

In a separate meeting, Iran’s Interior Minister Eskandar Momeni and his
Pakistani counterpart, Syed Mohsin Naqvi, discussed joint measures to fa-
cilitate border trade, transit, and the exchange of goods. Momeni welcomed
Naqvi’s second visit to Iran in just over a month, expressing gratitude to
the Pakistani government and people for their friendly and brotherly stance
toward the Islamic Republic.

Stating that his discussion with the Pakistani minister was mainly focused
on trade, Momeni expressed hope that the long common borders would
become even more secure and beneficial through mutual efforts. “Both gov-
ernments and peoples of the two countries have a very positive view of each
other,” he noted, pointing to the first message of the Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei, which contained special
emphasis on relations with Pakistan.
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