What Gases Water on the knee (knee Effusion) and How to Treat 1t
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Nearly 9.m tons of fTat steel
products produced ina yea:l

IMF sees risks to olobal
arowth forecast over
sustained Iran war
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TPO official outlines
key pillars for achiev-
ing $10b Iran-Pakistan
hilateral trade target

The Director General of Asia and
Subcontinent Department of Iran’s
Trade Promotion Organization said:
Focusing on removing infrastructure
barriers, activating the transit corridor,
developing border market activities,
and utilizing the barter mechanism
under current circumstances are the
main pillars of the Iran-Pakistan trade
roadmap to increase bilateral trade to
the level of $10 billion.

According to IRNA from the Trade
Promotion Organization of Iran, Ab-
dolsadeh Nisi, in a meeting with trad-
ers and entrepreneurs at the Tehran
Chamber of Commerce, introduced
the capacities of the Iran-Pakistan Free
Trade Agreement to develop bilateral
trade cooperation.

Emphasizing the development of eco-
nomic and trade cooperation between
Iran and Pakistan, he stated that deep-
ening relations between the two coun-
tries is not merely a diplomatic choice
but a strategic necessity to increase
the level of economic resilience.

He described Pakistan as a good
market for Iranian goods and prod-
ucts, adding: It seems that Pakistan’s
ports have the capacity to play a role
in re-exporting Iranian goods to other
countries, as well as supplying essen-
tial goods and raw materials needed
by production units from other coun-
tries.

Nisi further emphasized the need to di-
versify trade routes and view Pakistan
as a hub for supplying essential goods
and raw materials needed by produc-
tion units.

Referring to the geopolitical require-
ments of the region and neglected
economic opportunities between the
two countries, the official said: Deep-
ening Iran-Pakistan relations is no
longer just a diplomatic choice, but
has become a strategic necessity to
increase the level of economic resil-
ience, and could form the basis for a
new chapter of sustainable coopera-
tion between the two countries.
Under current circumstances, Nisi
proposed establishing a joint transport
company as a short-term solution to
reduce costs and logistical obstacles
for transferring containers unloaded
in Karachi, and called for the partici-
pation and consultation of economic
activists in these areas.

Finally, the Director General of Asia
and Subcontinent Department, while
pointing out operational challenges
of economic cooperation between the
two countries such as sanctions, lack
of direct banking relations, and the
expansion of informal trade, proposed
solutions such as goods bartering,
using local currencies, focusing on
non-sanctioned sectors, and activat-
ing small and medium-sized enterpris-
es to overcome the problems.

Back in mid-December 2025, Iranian
and Pakistani business representa-
tives agreed to pursue the creation of
a joint trade committee and work to-
wards boosting bilateral trade to $10
billion, during a meeting in Karachi
aimed at strengthening private-sector
cooperation and facilitating cross-bor-
der commerce.

The discussions were held between
Iran’s consul general in Karachi, Akbar
Issa Zadeh, the Federation of Pakistan
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FPCCI), and a delegation from Iran’s
Qazvin Chamber of Commerce, ac-
cording to Iranian state media.

The meeting focused on expanding
commercial ties, identifying oppor-
tunities for joint investment in key
sectors and addressing challenges
hindering the growth of economic re-
lations between the two neighboring
countries.

FPCCI President Atif lkram Sheikh,
along with senior federation officials
and sectoral representatives, under-
lined the importance of sustained ef-
forts to raise bilateral trade volumes,
stressing that both sides should capi-
talize on existing economic potential to
reach the $10 billion target.
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Nearly 9.9m tons 0l ﬂat steel products produced m a year

According to the statistics of
the Iranian Steel Producers As-
sociation (ISPA), 9.449 million
tons of flat steel products was
produced in lran during the
past Iranian calendar year 1404
(ended on March 20).

Based on the ISIPA data, the
country’s flat steel products
output in 1404 fell 28 percent
from the production figure in
1403, which was 9.718 million
tons.

Flat steel products are rolled
steel shapes with a width signif-
icantly greater than thickness,
encompassing plates, sheets,
and coils. They are produced by
hot or cold rolling of steel slabs,
often followed by surface treat-
ments like galvanizing or tin
plating. Key categories include
hot-rolled coil (HRC), used for
construction, pipes, and au-
tomotive frames; cold-rolled
coil (CRC), prized for superior
surface finish and dimensional
accuracy in appliances and fur-
niture; and coated products like
galvanized steel for corrosion
resistance in roofing and auto-
motive body panels.

Flat products account for over
40% of global steel demand,
serving industries from ship-
building and energy pipelines
to packaging (tinplate) and
electrical motors  (electrical
steel). Their uniform thickness
and wide format enable effi-
cient mass production of cars,
shipping containers, and build-
ing cladding. Advanced high-
strength steels (AHSS) support
light weighting in electric vehi-
cles, while coated flats extend
infrastructure lifespan. Highly
automated rolling mills and

quality control ensure consist-
ency. As economies industrial-
ize, demand for flat steel—par-
ticularly value-added cold-rolled
and coated grades—continues
rising, driven by manufactur-
ing, construction, and the green
energy transition.

It is worth mentioning that ac-
cording to the statistics of the
Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation, steel production in Iran
during the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1404 has recorded a
growth of over six percent.

The association has published
the statistics for the year 1404
of the country’s steel chain.
Accordingly, despite intensi-
fied energy restrictions, due
to optimal management and
the introduction of new capac-
ities—both in production and in
energy self-sufficiency by steel-
makers—Iran’s steel produc-
tion increased by 6.2 percent.
Thus, Iran’s steel production in
1404 reached 32.1 million tons,
equaling the production level of
1402.

The total production volume of
steel products in the country in
1404, however, experienced a
reverse trend, declining by 1.8
percent. Meanwhile, sponge
iron recorded the highest pro-
duction growth among steel
chain products, with a 16-per-
cent increase. However, in the
upstream of the steel chain,
production of pellets and iron
ore concentrate remained at
the same levels as the previous
year.

According to this report, the
significant growth in sponge
iron production—due to new
capacities coming online on

one hand—and the stabilization
of pellet and iron ore concen-
trate production on the other
hand, indicates a worsening
shortage of raw materials for
direct reduction units. Howev-
er, with the shutdown of more
than 14 million tons of sponge
iron production capacity due to
damages caused by the third
imposed war, this shortage will
be temporarily absent.

A 3.8-percent increase in steel
ingot production against a
1.1-percent decrease in long
steel product production indi-
cates the need to develop steel
ingot exports. It is noteworthy
that the shutdown of more than
two million tons of steel ingot
capacity due to the third im-
posed war can be compensated
by activating idle capacities for
producing this product.
Production of various steel
sheets in 1404 remained al-
most at the level of the previous
year. Meanwhile, slab produc-
tion saw a double-digit growth
of 10.2 percent. Unfortunately,
due to the damages inflicted
on slab-producing companies
during the imposed war, the
balance of the flat steel prod-
ucts chain has been disrupted,
making the import of slabs and
hot-rolled sheets necessary and
urgent.

Iran’s steel industry is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy,
having grown into a signifi-
cant global player. In 2025, the
country produced approximate-
ly 32 million tons of crude steel,
securing its position as the
world’s 10th-largest producer.
Beyond crude steel, Iran is a
major force in the global direct

reduced iron (DRI) market.
The nation produced roughly
37 million tons of DRI in 2025,
accounting for about a quar-
ter of the world’s total supply.
This DRI is used by its modern
electric arc furnace (EAF) mills,
which form the backbone of its
steelmaking capacity. However,
the industry has faced severe
headwinds. In early 2026, mil-
itary strikes on key facilities, in-
cluding the country’s two larg-
est steel plants, caused major
disruptions. This came on top
of long-standing challenges like
international sanctions, domes-
tic inflation, and energy short-
ages from power and gas cuts.
Despite these obstacles, the
sector remains a vital export
earner. It exports a signifi-
cant portion of its output, with
semi-finished steel products
being a primary driver. While its
immediate outlook is clouded
by conflict, Iran’s steel industry
is a testament to resilience and
strategic industrial develop-
ment on the global stage.

Iran’s steel industry produces a
comprehensive range of prod-
ucts, from semi-finished ma-
terials to value-added goods,
supporting construction, au-
tomotive, infrastructure, and
manufacturing. The sector can
be broken down into several
key categories:

Semi-Finished Steel

The industry’s backbone con-
sists of products like billet,
bloom, and slab, with Iran pro-
ducing over 20 million tons of
these in an eight-month period
alone.

Flat Steel Products

Led by Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany (MSC), the largest steel
producer in the West Asia and
North Africa, Iran’s flat steel
output includes hot-rolled and
cold-rolled coils, as well as
coated products such as gal-
vanized and pre-painted sheets.
These high-quality sheets are
used in major national projects,
including large-scale  water
pipelines.

Long Steel Products
Specialized in by companies
like Esfahan Steel Company
(ESCO), this segment includes:
* Rebar (reinforcement bars)
for construction

* Structural  sections like
I-beams, H-profiles, channels,
and angles

* Railway rails — ESCO is Iran’s
sole producer of rail tracks

Tubular and Finished Steel
Products

These include various welded
pipes, galvanized tubes for wa-
ter and gas, and advanced au-
tomotive steel grades like CK45
and S650MC high-strength
sheets, which have recently
been produced locally to reduce
import dependence.

Overall, the diversity of prod-
ucts demonstrates Iran’s grow-
ing self-sufficiency and its role
as a significant global steel
producer.

According to the data released
by the World Steel Association
(WSA), Iran’s crude steel pro-
duction rose 15.1 percent year-
on-year to 2.6 million tons in
January 2026.

The figures show Iran main-
tained its position as the world’s
tenth-largest steel producer,
outperforming the broader
global trend.

Global crude steel production
across 69 countries totaled
147.3 million tons in January,
down 6.5 percent compared
with January 2025.

China, the world’s largest steel
producer, recorded a 13.9 per-
cent decline in output to 75.3
million tons. India produced
15.1 million tons, up 10.5 per-
cent year-on-year, while the
United States posted a 3.3
percent increase to 7.1 million
tons.

South Korea’s output rose 5.0
percent to 5.6 million tons. Ja-
pan produced 6.8 million tons,
down 0.5 percent, and Brazil's
production fell 1.4 percent to
2.7 million tons.

Germany registered a 15 per-
cent increase to 3.1 million
tons, while Russia’s output de-
clined 7.4 percent to 5.5 million
tons. Turkey produced 3.4 mil-
lion tons, up 5.8 percent year-
on-year.

The data indicate that while
global steel production con-
tracted at the start of 2026,
Iran expanded output at a dou-
ble-digit pace, consolidating its
ranking among leading produc-
ers.

According to World Steel Asso-
ciation’s previous report, Iran’s
steel production reached three
million tons in December 2025,
registering more than 16 per-
cent growth compared to the
same period last year.

The country remained in tenth
place globally with a total steel
production of approximately 32
million tons in 2025.

Is Chima w1IImg and able to pull the US out 0quagm1re of Iran war?

President Donald Trump’s three-day
state visit to China begins under the
heavy shadow of the ongoing crisis in
the Persian Gulf. More than 70 days into
the joint US-Israeli military campaign
against Iran, the conflict has settled into
a precarious stalemate, thrusting Beijing
into the role of a critical diplomatic actor.
Upon his arrival in Beijing on Wednes-
day night, Trump was received by Chi-
nese Vice President Han Zheng and
other senior officials—a clear signal of
Beijing’s adherence to diplomatic pro-
tocol, even as the two powers remain
sharply divided over the path to regional
stability.

Shortly before departing Washington,
Trump signaled his desire for a “long
talk” with President Xi Jinping on the
Iran conflict, while simultaneously as-
serting that the United States does not
need outside help. This public posture
contrasts with signals from his own
cabinet. Secretary of State Marco Rubio
has urged China to use its influence to
pressure Iran into reopening the Strait
of Hormuz, while Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent confirmed that Iran tops
the agenda at this summit—the first of

its kind since 2017. Against this back-
drop, the May 6 visit of Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi to Beijing—his
first since hostilities began on February
28—carries significant weight. Follow-
ing high-level talks with Chinese Foreign
Minister Wang Vi, it is evident that Teh-
ran is reinforcing its strategic alignment
with Beijing. Araghchi endorsed China’s
four-point peace proposal for the Mid-
dle East, which emphasizes peaceful
coexistence, respect for sovereignty,
adherence to international law, and the
coordination of development and secu-
rity. Wang, while stressing the urgent

need for dialogue and the reopening of
the Strait of Hormuz, resisted US calls to
isolate Tehran. Instead, he underscored
the necessity of a permanent, negotiat-
ed end to the conflict. The war itself has
evolved from the initial kinetic strikes of
March and early April into a high-pres-
sure phase characterized by blockade
diplomacy. Shipping through the Strait
of Hormuz remains severely disrupted,
with Iran expanding operational over-
sight across a broader maritime zone.
The April 8 ceasefire, brokered by Paki-
stan, has failed to secure a lasting peace.
The conflict now resembles a sustained

game of brinkmanship, as Iran refuses
negotiations until Washington meets
five core demands: ending hostilities
on all fronts, particularly Israel's war
on Lebanon; lifting sanctions; releasing
frozen Iranian assets; compensating
Iran for war damage; and recognizing
Iran’s sovereign rights over the Strait
of Hormuz. Beyond the battlefield, the
€conomic repercussions are mounting.
Instability in the Persian Gulf has pushed
oil prices above $100 per barrel, fueling
renewed inflationary pressures world-
wide. For Trump, this surge poses do-
mestic political risks, as energy-driven
inflation threatens economic growth and
complicates his administration’s broad-
er policy agenda. At the strategic level,
the implications extend far beyond the
Middle East. Despite initial US assump-
tions that the conflict would trigger a
Venezuela-style collapse of Iranian state
structures, Iran’s military resilience has
derailed any rapid regime-change sce-
nario. A decisive US victory over Iran
would free Washington to redirect its
strategic focus toward China—particu-
larly Taiwan, which Beijing considers a
core red line.
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European medi-

cine supplies at

risk due to Iran
tensions

European countries could
face significant shortag-
es of medicines and es-
sential pharmaceutical
components if tensions
surrounding Iran escalate
and lead to a blockade of
the strategic Strait of Hor-
muz, according to a recent
analysis.

Citing a report from La
Tribune, the analysis high-
lights Europe’s heavy re-
liance on supply chains
originating in China and
India, which account for
80% of the region’s phar-
maceutical imports. These
supply lines are increas-
ingly destabilized by rising
oil and gas prices. The
potential slowdown of air
transport routes across the
West Asia and Asia further
exacerbates the risk.
Denis Yiinal, a represent-
ative of the economic re-
search center CEPII, noted
that while alternative deliv-
ery options exist, they are
far more expensive. “The
supply chains for a number
of substances are so com-
plex that, over time, this
could lead to shortages,”
he explained.

The French insurance com-
pany Coface warns that
common drugs like par-
acetamol and several anti-
biotics are primarily at risk.
“Behind medicines that are
sold for only a few euro
cents lies a large-scale
dependence on oil,” stated
Coface representative Joe
Douillet. “When this sys-
tem comes under pressure,
some substances become
physically unavailable.”
The report adds that many
critical components, in-
cluding ethylene and par-
affin, are supplied directly
from Persian Gulf nations.
Separately, Le Parisien
has reported rising con-
struction material prices in
France linked to the same
geopolitical instability, cit-
ing the Confederation of
Small Businesses in the
Construction Sector (Ca-
peb).

In summary, the poten-
tial blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz amid rising
tensions with Iran poses
a far-reaching threat that
extends well beyond ener-
gy markets. Europe’s phar-
maceutical supply chain,
heavily dependent on Asian
manufacturing and Persian
Gulf raw materials, remains
dangerously vulnerable to
disruption.

While no immediate short-
ages have been declared,
experts warn that the
complexity and cost of
rerouting supplies could
trigger gradual but severe
medicine deficits across
the continent. Policymak-
ers may need to accelerate
efforts to diversify supply
sources and bolster local
production of critical phar-
maceutical components to
mitigate these risks.

For now, the situation
serves as a stark reminder
of how geopolitical instabil-
ity in one region can silent-
ly undermine public health
in another.
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IMF sees risks
to global growth
forecast over
sustained Iran
war

The International Monetary
Fund warned on Thursday
that continuing disruptions
due to the Iran war meant
its global economic out-
look was moving towards
an “adverse” scenario, with
growth pared down and
greater risks to inflation,
AFP reported.

Last month, the multilateral
lender’s World Economic
Outlook predicted global
growth would drop to 3.1
percent in 2026 in its “refer-
ence” scenario, but warned
of a bleaker outlook if the
war were to drag on.

In the “adverse” scenar-
io, where oil prices remain
higher for longer, inflation
expectations become less
stable and financial condi-
tions tighten, growth would
slow to 2.5 percent, the
Fund said at the time.

On Thursday, the Fund’s
chief spokesperson said the
global economy was headed
towards this less auspicious
situation.

“We are moving into the
adverse scenario, but infla-
tion expectations are still
reasonably well anchored,
and financial conditions still
remain  accommodative,”
Julie Kozack told reporters
in  Washington.

The Fund also has a “se-
vere” scenario, in which
growth slows to 2.0 percent
and inflation flares to six
percent.

An update of the World
Economic Outlook is due in
July.

The US-Israel war on Iran
has engulfed the West Asia
in violence, with Tehran’s
retaliatory action targeting
Washington’s regional allies
and virtually blocking the
Strait of Hormuz.

The key waterway normally
sees about a fifth of global
oil and gas supplies pass
through it, and the blockade
has seen energy prices sky-
rocket worldwide.

The IMF was in “active dis-
cussions” with member
states over their needs, and
“many countries are actually
asking us for support in the
policy area,” said Kozack.
During the IMFs spring
meetings last month, Man-
aging Director Kristalina
Georgieva said as many as
12 countries could require
financial assistance from
the Fund, with $20-50 bil-
lion required in total.
Kozack said that discus-
sions on that financial assis-
tance were continuing, but
that the Fund was not yet
prepared to disclose which
specific countries were in-
volved.

The IMF spokesperson also
warned of the risks to food
security due to the war, with
a third of the world’s fertiliz-
er supply also stopped due
to the blockade.

“We know from history that
when fertilizer prices in-
crease, that it takes about
six months or so for this
to translate into increased
food prices and, in some
cases, reductions in yields
and food security issues,”
she said.

~ Bilinguo
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Iran advance

to 2026 Asian
Women’s U16
Handball semis

Iran defeated Kyrgyzstan 44-16 in the
1st AHF Asian Women’s U16 Hand-
ball Championship on Friday.

The Persian girls will face the winners
of China and India on Sunday in the
competition’s semifinals.

Iran had defeated Hong Kong 33-29
in their opening match and suffered
three losses against Kazakhstan 38-

What Canses Water on the knee
(Kknee Etfuston) and How to Treat It

By:
Source:

Water on the knee, or knee effusion, re-
fers to the buildup of fluid in and around
the knee joint.1 This condition leads to a
painful, swollen knee and can be caused by
various factors, including injuries, overuse,
arthritis, and infections.

1.Injuries

Trauma to the knee joint is a leading cause
of knee effusion, often resulting from inju-
ries such as fractures, ligament tears, or
meniscal damage.2 People who participate
in high-impact sports and athletic activities
are especially at risk for sustaining these
types of knee injuries.

2. Overuse

Repetitive use is another common cause
of knee effusion. Overuse injuries can

arise from repeated movements that place
stress on the knee joint, such as running,
jumping, engaging in high-impact sports,
or performing occupational tasks that re-
quire frequent knee flexion or pressure on
the knee joint.3

Continuous overuse may lead to irritation
of the knee tissues, resulting in inflamma-
tion and fluid accumulation over time.

3. Arthritis

Joint effusion frequently occurs in people
with arthritis, including both osteoarthri-
tis (OA) and inflammatory forms such as
rheumatoid arthritis (RA), psoriatic arthri-
tis (PsA), and juvenile idiopathic arthritis
(JIA).14

In OA, joint effusion is commonly associ-

ated with advanced joint degeneration.5
Conversely, in inflammatory arthritis, joint
effusions may persist chronically and often
present during disease flare-ups (periods
of worsening inflammation).4

4. Infections

Septic arthritis, a bacterial, fungal, or viral
joint infection within the knee joint, may re-
sult in knee effusion.67 Microbes can enter
the joint from the bloodstream, trauma, or
surgical procedures.

This condition is a serious medical emer-
gency. A significant buildup of joint fluid
related to infection, as seen on imaging,
requires prompt medical attention to min-
imize the risk of damage to the affected
knee.7

5. Baker’s Cys
A Baker's cyst is a fluid-filled sac that de-
velops behind the knee, often resulting
from excessive production of synovial fluid
within the joint. The presence of a Baker’s
cyst can contribute to joint effusion, with
the extent of effusion generally correlating
with the size of the cyst.8

6. Tumor

Knee tumors are relatively uncommon but
can result in knee effusion.9 Tumors can
be classified as primary, affecting bone or
soft tissue, or secondary, involving metas-
tasis from other parts of the body.

Types include:10

e Osteosarcoma: Usually found near the
knee in adolescents and young adults.

Roberto Prazza set to arrive n lran on May 25

The Italian head coach of Iran national volleyball team will likely arrive in Tehran
on May 23.

The preliminary round of the 2026 Men’s Volleyball Nations League (VNL) will fea-
ture 18 teams: Iran, Italy, Argentina, Serbia, Cuba, Japan, Brazil, Turkey, Bulgaria,
Germany, France, U.S., Canada, Poland, Slovenia, Ukraine, China, and Belgium.
The first training camp of Iran’s national team began on April 30 with 30 players.
The second phase of training — which was originally scheduled to start on May
22 in Turkey, with the participation of foreign-based players and those competing
in the Asian Club Championship alongside Foolad Sirjan in Indonesia, and led by
Roberto Piazza and Tommaso Totolo — has now been restructured.

Following a request from Milad Taghavi, head of the Volleyball Federation, to cancel
the Turkey camp and instead have Piazza come to Tehran, the Italian head coach
welcomed the proposal and stated that, given the current situation in the Middle
East, he will join the national team members in Tehran provided no restrictions
arise in the coming days.

Accordingly, barring any issues, Roberto Piazza will arrive in Tehran on May 23.
The final phase of Iran’s national team camp will then begin with all players present
at the national volleyball team camp in Tehran’s Azadi Sports Complex. After this
stage, the men’s volleyball team will travel with 14 players to a preparatory camp in
Brazil, where they will play two friendly matches against the Brazilian national team.

Busy day for
[ran’s top diplo-
mat; Araghohi
holds diplomatic
blitz m New Delhi

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi
engaged in an intensive diplomatic round
in New Delhi this week, holding separate
meetings with his counterparts from
South Africa, India, Russia, Malaysia,
and Thailand, as well as India’s Nation-
al Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, on the sidelines
of the BRICS Foreign Ministers’ meeting.
In meeting with South African Foreign
Minister Ronald Lamola, Araghchi
warned that Benjamin Netanyahu, the
Prime Minister of the Israeli regime, is a
“war criminal” responsible for the killing
of tens of thousands in Gaza and thou-
sands more in Lebanon and is actively
seeking to plunge the region into a new
war.

Araghchi recalled that during the 40-
day war of aggression imposed by the
US and the Zionist regime against Iran,
the adversary declared its objective as
the “unconditional surrender” of the Is-
lamic Republic — a goal that was not
achieved. The enemy was forced to re-
quest a ceasefire from the second week
of the war, he added.

Lamola, in turn, highlighted the global
economic fallout from the conflict, par-
ticularly for African nations in energy and
fertilizer supplies, and reaffirmed South
Africa’s firm support for a diplomatic res-
olution in West Asia.
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Araghchi and Indian Foreign Minister
Subrahmanyam Jaishankar discussed
the latest situation in the Strait of Hor-
muz, maritime security, and regional
stability. Araghchi expressed hope that
greater coordination among BRICS
members would be achieved during
India’s presidency. Jaishankar stressed
India’s support for diplomatic solutions.
Later, Araghchi met with Indian Nation-
al Security Adviser Ajit Doval and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Both Indian
leaders expressed concern over contin-
ued tensions, with Modi announcing In-
dia’s readiness to help establish security
in the region and end the war.

In his meeting with Malaysian Foreign
Minister Mohamad Hasan, Araghchi said
regional countries have now realized
more than ever that “regional security is
an interconnected whole” and that “one
cannot rely on the US and the Israeli
regime to ensure regional security.” He
noted that the Strait of Hormuz had re-
mained completely open and secure until
the illegal US-Israeli aggression forced a
review of new mechanisms.

Hasan reiterated Malaysia’s consistent
opposition to the use of force in interna-
tional relations and stressed the need for
diplomacy and dialogue.

During talks with Thai Foreign Minister
Sihasak Phuangketkeow, Araghchi stat-
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ed that the US must abandon its max-
imalist demands and realize that “the
goals it failed to achieve through war will
not be attainable through negotiations ei-
ther.” He pointed to Washington’s record
of violating nuclear commitments and
betraying diplomacy twice over the past
year by launching military attacks in the
middle of negotiations.

The Thai minister noted the economic
consequences of the war on energy and
essential goods, affirming Thailand’s
support for any initiative that reduces
regional tensions.

Araghchi and Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov emphasized the con-
structive role of BRICS in reducing re-
gional disputes and promoting collective
security mechanisms in the Persian Gulf.
They reviewed bilateral cooperation in
political, energy, transportation, and re-
gional fields, as well as the latest devel-
opments in West Asia and negotiations
on Iran’s nuclear issue.

The Iranian top diplomat’s meetings in
New Delhi underscore Tehran’s active
diplomatic push to consolidate region-
al and international support, counter
‘US-Israeli aggression,” and explore both
diplomatic solutions and military readi-
ness as the crisis continues to unfold.

Russia is committed to working
closely with Iran to find peaceful
solutions to West Asia crisis within
the framework of international law,
a senior Russian security official
announced on Thursday, during a
meeting with his Iranian counterpart
on the sidelines of a Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization (SCO) summit in
Kyrgyzstan's capital.

Alexander Venediktov, deputy sec-
retary of Russia’s Security Gouncil,
stated to Ali Bagheri, deputy secre-
tary of Iran’s Supreme National Secu-
rity Council, that Moscow and Tehran
maintain a high level of foreign policy
coordination amid the current chal-
lenging circumstances and remain in
regular contact at the highest levels.
Venediktov also strongly condemned
recent US-Israeli aggression against
Iran, expressing condolences for the
irreparable losses suffered by Iranian
officials and military commanders
during attacks attributed to Washing-
ton and Tel Aviv.

Bagheri, who leads the Iranian del-
egation at the SCO security council
secretaries’ meeting in Bishkek, re-
sponded by asserting that US actions
on the international stage demon-
strated Washington’s intent to turn
the world into a sort of jungle where
law has no place.

He commended Russia’s firm stance
against US and Israeli aggression,

Russia pledges close cooperation
with Iran to resolve crists m West Asia

33, Uzbekistan 34-21, and China 41-
21 in Group A.

The competition takes place in Al-
maty, Kazakhstan, from May 10 to 18.
The championship will also serve as
the Asian qualification event for the
1st IHF Women’s U16 Handball World
Championship, scheduled to be held
from 15 to 24 Oct. 2026.

* Chondrosarcoma: Occurs more frequent-
ly in adults and develops in cartilage.

* Ewing sarcoma: A rare condition that oc-
curs in the long bones near the knee, pri-
marily affecting children and young adults.
What Are the Symptoms of Water on the
Knee?

Excess fluid in and around the knee joint
may result in puffiness and swelling near
the bones.11 One knee may appear larger
than the other, and individuals may have
difficulty bending or straightening the knee.
Other symptoms can include:11

* Stiffness

« Decreased range of motion

e Warmth

* Redness

emphasizing that Moscow’s actions
have shown it will not allow the world
to become a lawless jungle.
Specifically, Bagheri highlighted Rus-
sia’s veto of a draft anti-lranian res-
olution at the UN Security Council,
stating that Russia’s position demon-
strated it is a guarantor of regional
security. He noted that the veto pre-
vented the adoption of a resolution
that could have increased regional
instability.

This situation, Bagheri argued, un-
derscores Russia’s strategic vision to
prevent the United States from using
the UN Security Council to legitimize
its aggressive actions. He added that
any US adventurism within that in-
ternational mechanism would face a
Russian response.

“The Americans and Israelis have cre-
ated threats to our country’s security
and national sovereignty,” Bagheri
stated. “They have not only threat-
ened Iran’s security and sovereignty
but also posed risks to international
law, stability, and security at regional
and global levels.”

The SCO security council secretar-
ies’ meeting, which commenced on
Thursday in Bishkek, aims to enhance
cooperation among member states
in combating terrorism, extremism,
illegal arms and drug trafficking, hu-
man smuggling, and other organized
crimes.
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