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A war that began
with gasoline will

end with gas

According to oil industry experts,
Iran’s national CNG network, with
2,365 active stations, is a trump
card that can reduce gasoline con-
sumption by up to 24 million liters
per day without spending a single
additional rial.

Following the joint US-Israel military
attacks that began on February 28,
2026, a significant portion of Iran’s
refining infrastructure has been tar-
geted. Despite officials’ efforts to
produce and supply the country’s
needed fuel, these attacks—which
specifically targeted advanced pro-
cessing units of refineries and may
have significantly reduced the coun-
try’s gasoline production capacity—
will likely confront the nation with a
serious fuel supply challenge in the
near future.

The questions circulating in public
forums and social media these days
are simple yet vital: “Will gasoline be
rationed?” and “Do we face difficult
days ahead in fuel supply?” This re-
port attempts to explain, with a clear,
documented, and calm perspective,
the dimensions of this hidden ener-
gy war for the noble people of Iran
and to answer what measures have
been devised to get through this pe-
riod.

* Dissecting an economic assassi-
nation: What exactly did the enemy
target?

To analyze the situation properly,
we need to see what was behind
these attacks. Field investigations
and expert reports indicate that the
enemy’s strategy in this phase of the
imposed war has been “smart paral-
ysis,” not “complete destruction.”
Based on information published in
reputable domestic media, including
the Etemad newspaper, oil wells, off-
shore platforms, and main crude oil
pipelines have been spared serious
damage. Iran still has oil. But the
Achilles’ heel lies elsewhere: the ad-
vanced and bottleneck units inside
refineries—sections such as mas-
sive distillation towers, complex cat-
alytic units (where high-quality gas-
oline is produced), heat exchangers,
and control rooms (the brains of the
refinery). This is targeted industrial
assassination. The enemy wants
us to have valuable raw materials
but be unable to convert them into
strategic products like gasoline and
diesel.

This situation is like a farmer who
has quality wheat but whose mill-
stones are broken. He is not hungry,
but he has trouble converting wheat
into flour. This is precisely the man-
aged crisis that our domestic spe-
cialists have been prepared to deal
with from day one.

* What do the numbers say? From
a 10-million-liter deficit to a 70-mil-
lion-liter warning

Before these attacks, Iranians con-
sumed an average of 130 to 135
million liters of gasoline per day.
On busy days and travel seasons,
this figure even exceeded 147 mil-
lion liters. On the other side, the
country’s total gasoline production
capacity, including refineries such
as Persian Gulf Star, Shazand, Ban-
dar Abbas, Isfahan, and Tehran, was
about 114 to 124 million liters per
day. This means that even on normal
days with no war, we naturally had
a production deficit of 10 to 20 mil-
lion liters, which was compensated
from strategic reserves or managed
imports. Now, with the aggressive
attacks on some refineries and an
estimated 30 to 50 percent damage
to production capacity, the country’s
refining capacity has likely dropped
to about 60 to 80 million liters per
day. A simple subtraction shows
that if consumption continues at
the same rate, we may face a dai-
ly deficit of 50 to 70 million liters.
This number could mean long lines,
problems in public transportation,
and damage to the production and
distribution cycle of goods.

Over 10.6m tons of rehar produced in a year

According to the statistics of
the Iranian Steel Producers As-
sociation (ISPA), 10.631 million
tons of rebar was produced
in Iran during the past Iranian
calendar year 1404 (ended on
March 20).

Based on the ISIPA data, the
country’s rebar production in
1404 fell 0.1 percent from the
production figure in 1403, which
was 10.64 million tons.

Rebar, short for reinforcing bar,
is a steel bar used to strengthen
concrete structures. Concrete
is strong in compression but
weak in tension; rebar provides
the necessary tensile strength,
forming reinforced concrete.
Typically produced from carbon
steel, rebar has a patterned sur-
face—ribs or deformations—
that bond mechanically with the
concrete, preventing slippage.
Most rebar is manufactured by
hot rolling steel billets. Com-
mon grades include ASTM A615
(carbon) and A706 (weldable,
low-alloy). Diameters range
from 6 mm to 50 mm, often
marked with grade lines and mill
symbols. Rebar is also available
with epoxy coating, galvaniza-
tion, or stainless steel cladding
for corrosion resistance, espe-
cially in marine or bridge appli-
cations.

Global rebar demand is driven
by construction and infrastruc-
ture—foundations,  columns,
beams, pavements, tunnels, and
dams. Use of recycled scrap in
electric arc furnaces makes re-
bar one of the most sustainable
steel products, with high recy-
clability. New developments in-
clude high-strength rebar (600+

MPa) for lighter earthquake-re-
sistant buildings and automated
tying systems. As urbanization
continues worldwide, rebar re-
mains essential for safe, durable
concrete structures, balancing
cost, strength, and workability.
It is worth mentioning that ac-
cording to the statistics of the
Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation, steel production in Iran
during the past Iranian calen-
dar year 1404 has recorded a
growth of over six percent.

The association has published
the statistics for the year 1404
of the country’s steel chain.
Accordingly, despite intensi-
fied energy restrictions, due to
optimal management and the
introduction of new capaci-
tiess—both in production and in
energy self-sufficiency by steel-
makers—Iran’s steel produc-
tion increased by 6.2 percent.
Thus, Iran’s steel production in
1404 reached 32.1 million tons,
equaling the production level of
1402.

The total production volume of
steel products in the country in
1404, however, experienced a
reverse trend, declining by 1.8
percent. Meanwhile, sponge
iron recorded the highest pro-
duction growth among steel
chain products, with a 16-per-
cent increase. However, in the
upstream of the steel chain,
production of pellets and iron
ore concentrate remained at
the same levels as the previous
year.

According to this report, the
significant growth in sponge
iron production—due to new
capacities coming online on one

hand—and the stabilization of
pellet and iron ore concentrate
production on the other hand,
indicates a worsening short-
age of raw materials for direct
reduction units. However, with
the shutdown of more than 14
million tons of sponge iron pro-
duction capacity due to damag-
es caused by the third imposed
war, this shortage will be tempo-
rarily absent.

A 3.8-percent increase in steel
ingot production against a
1.1-percent decrease in long
steel product production indi-
cates the need to develop steel
ingot exports. It is noteworthy
that the shutdown of more than
two million tons of steel ingot
capacity due to the third im-
posed war can be compensated
by activating idle capacities for
producing this product.
Production of various steel
sheets in 1404 remained almost
at the level of the previous year.
Meanwhile, slab production
saw a double-digit growth of
10.2 percent. Unfortunately,
due to the damages inflicted
on slab-producing companies
during the imposed war, the
balance of the flat steel prod-
ucts chain has been disrupted,
making the import of slabs and
hot-rolled sheets necessary and
urgent.

Iran’s steel industry is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy,
having grown into a significant
global player. In 2025, the coun-
try produced approximately 32
million tons of crude steel, se-
curing its position as the world’s
10th-largest producer.

Beyond crude steel, Iran is a

major force in the global direct
reduced iron (DRI) market.
The nation produced roughly
37 million tons of DRI in 2025,
accounting for about a quar-
ter of the world’s total supply.
This DRI is used by its modern
electric arc furnace (EAF) mills,
which form the backbone of
its steelmaking capacity. How-
ever, the industry has faced
severe headwinds. In early
2026, military strikes on key
facilities, including the coun-
try’s two largest steel plants,
caused major disruptions. This
came on top of long-standing
challenges like international
sanctions, domestic inflation,
and energy shortages from
power and gas cuts.

Despite these obstacles, the
sector remains a vital export
earner. It exports a signif-
icant portion of its output,
with semi-finished steel prod-
ucts being a primary driver.
While its immediate outlook
is clouded by conflict, Iran’s
steel industry is a testament to
resilience and strategic indus-
trial development on the global
stage.

Iran’s steel industry produc-
es a comprehensive range of
products, from semi-finished
materials to value-added goods,
supporting  construction, au-
tomotive, infrastructure, and
manufacturing. The sector can
be broken down into several key
categories:

Semi-Finished Steel

The industry’s backbone con-
sists of products like billet,
bloom, and slab, with Iran pro-
ducing over 20 million tons of
these in an eight-month period
alone.

Flat Steel Products

Led by Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany (MSC), the largest steel
producer in the West Asia and
North Africa, Iran’s flat steel
output includes hot-rolled and
cold-rolled coils, as well as coat-
ed products such as galvanized
and pre-painted sheets. These
high-quality sheets are used in
major national projects, includ-
ing large-scale water pipelines.
Long Steel Products

Specialized in by companies like
Esfahan Steel Company (ESCO),
this segment includes:

* Rebar (reinforcement bars) for
construction

* Structural  sections  like
I-beams, H-profiles, channels,
and angles

* Railway rails — ESCO is Iran’s
sole producer of rail tracks
Tubular and Finished Steel Prod-
ucts

These include various welded
pipes, galvanized tubes for water
and gas, and advanced automo-
tive steel grades like CK45 and
S650MC high-strength sheets,
which have recently been pro-
duced locally to reduce import
dependence.

Overall, the diversity of products
demonstrates Iran’s growing
self-sufficiency and its role as a
significant global steel producer.
According to the data released
by the World Steel Association
(WSA), Iran’s crude steel pro-
duction rose 15.1 percent year-
on-year to 2.6 million tons in
January 2026.

The figures show Iran main-
tained its position as the world’s
tenth-largest steel producer,
outperforming the broader glob-
al trend.

Global crude steel production
across 69 countries totaled
147.3 million tons in January,
down 6.5 percent compared
with January 2025.

China, the world’s largest steel
producer, recorded a 13.9 per-
cent decline in output to 75.3
million tons. India produced
15.1 million tons, up 10.5 per-
cent year-on-year, while the
United States posted a 3.3 per-
cent increase to 7.1 million tons.
South Korea’s output rose 5.0
percent to 5.6 million tons. Ja-
pan produced 6.8 million tons,
down 0.5 percent, and Brazil's
production fell 1.4 percentto 2.7
million tons.

Germany registered a 15 per-
cent increase to 3.1 million tons,
while Russia’s output declined
7.4 percent to 5.5 million tons.
Turkey produced 3.4 million
tons, up 5.8 percent year-on-
year.

The data indicate that while
global steel production contract-
ed at the start of 2026, Iran ex-
panded output at a double-digit
pace, consolidating its ranking
among leading producers.
According to World Steel As-
sociation’s  previous  report,
Iran’s steel production reached
three million tons in December
2025, registering more than 16
percent growth compared to the
same period last year.

The country remained in tenth
place globally with a total steel
production of approximately 32
million tons in 2025.

Support package for mdustrial umts, projects damaged by war approved

A comprehensive support package for projects and in-
dustrial units damaged during the recent wars (the 12-
Day War and the Ramadan War), proposed by the Small
Industries Deputy of the Small Industries and Industrial
Parks Organization of Iran (ISIPO) and approved by the
organization’s Board of Directors (General Assembly of
Provincial Companies), has been issued.

According to IRNA reporting from the Ministry of Indus-
try, Mining and Trade, this package has been issued in
line with the implementation of support policies within
the framework of assigned missions, aligned with the
Cabinet’s support package, the approvals of the Head-
quarters for Facilitating and Removing Production
Barriers, and aimed at supporting production and em-
ployment in the country. Granting extensions for debt
payments, settling remaining debts of damaged projects
and units located in industrial towns and zones, and
accelerating the possibility of operation and commence-
ment of production for damaged projects are among the
provisions approved in this support package.
Additionally, damaged units, in order to return to the
production cycle and preserve employment, can benefit
from facilities and incentives in the area of land allocation
or land relocation within the country’s industrial towns
and zones.

Allocation of land exploitation rights in industrial towns
and zones outside of auction with grace periods and
long-term installments is another measure allocated to
damaged units within the framework of this support
package.

Special incentives, including leasing existing ready-made
workshops at minimum cost for damaged units produc-
ing basic household goods such as food, medicine, hy-
giene products, and medical equipment, have also been
included in this package to help sustain production.

* Businesses that do not lay off workers will receive gov-
ernment facilities

Seyyed Ali Madanizadeh, Minister of Economic Affairs
and Finance, stated that businesses which do not lay off
workers will receive government facilities, adding that
the government will provide 100% support to these pro-
duction units.

According to an IRNA report, Madanizadeh said in an
interview, referring to the fact that during the days of the
imposed war we were able to pay employees’ salaries:
Many businesses and wholesalers conduct their bulk
sales in Esfand (late winter), and most of the country’s
tax revenues are also realized in Esfand. However, since
an economic shock had been inflicted on the people in
Esfand of last year, we could not impose tax pressure, $0
measures were taken to forgive or defer tax payments
for the general public above a certain income threshold.
The Minister of Economy continued: Many actions were
taken in the tax organization and also in customs so that
people would have peace during New Year's Eve and the
month of Ramadan, which coincided with the days of
the imposed war, while economic activities continued to
operate.

He said: Although many bank employees were afraid
to be present in branches, nevertheless, a large portion

of bank employees showed up at their workplaces and
bravely served the people.

Madanizadeh added: The same was true in the insurance
sector; many truck drivers were worried about cargo in-
surance during those days, but with the cooperation of
insurance companies, the truckers’ goods were insured.
The Minister of Economy emphasized: All these actions
happened with centralized planning that was managed.
Madanizadeh continued: In the 12-Day War, residential
home insurance had been defined for wartime, but dur-
ing the third imposed war, its promotion was done again
so that households interested in insuring their homes
could submit their insurance policies.

He said: The top priority of the government’s economic
team was to ensure that during the war, the goods and
services that are basic needs of the people are delivered
or provided. Madanizadeh stated: Our people, with their
magnanimity, prevented the kind of panic that occurs
during wars in the world, which empties store shelves,
from happening in our country.

* Explanation of government’s plans for reconstruction
of large & medium industries

The Minister of Economy added: One of the aggressive
actions by the American-Zionist enemy was the attack
on the country’s economic infrastructure and factories.
A statistical report of the damages has been prepared
showing how much damage was inflicted on each eco-
nomic enterprise, how much money is needed for recon-
struction, and what the loss of profit for each enterprise
has been during this period.

From Assaluyeh to
Lavan: Resilience
of Iran’s energy
industry in shadow
of sanctions, war

Iran’s energy industry has expe-
rienced an unprecedented period
in recent years, including eco-
nomic pressures from sanctions,
increased geopolitical tensions,
and continuous fluctuations in
the global energy market. It has
reached a level of development
where, according to an oil and gas
industry manager, the indigeniza-
tion of a significant portion of this
industry in recent years has led to
increased resilience against recent
threats and damages.

The third imposed war, which be-
gan on the 9th of Esfand (28th of
February) with the martyrdom of
the Leader of the Islamic Revo-
lution, @ number of military com-
manders, and the massacre of 168
children at the Shajareh Minab
school by the American-Zionist
enemy coalition, also brought
damages to the country’s energy
sector. Targeting Iran’s two energy
hubs in Assaluyeh and Mahshahr,
as well as attacking the Lavan oil
region just hours after a ceasefire
announcement, demonstrated the
depth of the enemy’s strategy to
destroy vital infrastructure of the
country’s industry and production.
However, the armed forces of the
Islamic Republic of Iran did not
leave these acts of aggression un-
answered and targeted enemy-re-
lated energy infrastructure in the
region.

Although the extent of damage
to energy units has not been offi-
cially announced, with more than
a month having passed since the
start of the ceasefire, Esmaeil
Saghab Esfahani, head of the En-
ergy Optimization Organization,
recently stated on the matter:
“Contrary to some narratives, not
all refineries have been shut down,
nor can it be said that the damag-
es were insignificant. The reality is
that part of the country’s gas and
fuel network has been damaged,
and compensating for it requires
time and significant financial re-
sources. The return of some dam-
aged capacities will take between
18 months to 2 years and requires
the provision of specialized equip-
ment, safety tests, and substantial
costs. At the same time, responsi-
ble authorities have been working
with all their might since the first
days to restore capacities.”
Regarding the capability and re-
silience of Iran’s oil and energy
industry and an analysis of the
current situation, Meysam Jafarza-
deh, a manager in the oil and gas
industry, told IRNA: “Iran’s oil and
gas industry operates in one of the
most difficult investment environ-
ments in the world — an environ-
ment simultaneously affected by
financial and technological sanc-
tions, limited access to interna-
tional capital, and geopolitical ten-
sions in the sensitive Persian Gulf
region. Nevertheless, this industry
has been able to maintain its de-
velopment path by relying on do-
mestic capabilities and developing
indigenous engineering capacities,
and has even achieved significant
accomplishments in some areas.”
Stating that Iran’s energy indus-
try has been influenced by three
main variables in recent years, he
added: “International pressures
in the financial and technological
spheres, increased geopolitical
tensions in the Middle East, and
continuous fluctuations in the
global energy market are among
the most important factors that
have affected the development
process of this industry.”
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Iran suffer loss
against Uzbek-
istan at 2026
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Asian Women’s

Iran were defeated against Uzbekistan
34-21 in the 1st AHF Asian Wom-
en’s U16 Handball Championship on
Wednesday.

Iran, who had defeated Hong Kong
33-29 in their opening match and lost
to Kazakhstan 38-33, will face China

maty, Kazakhstan, from May 10to 18.
The championship will also serve as
the Asian qualification event for the
1st IHF Women’s U16 Handball World
Championship, scheduled to be held
from 15 to 24 Oct. 2026.

The top two teams will secure their
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War with Iran
drains US economy,
hits ordinary
citizens hardest

As tensions with Iran escalate into
prolonged military engagement,
the economic toll on the United
States is deepening, with ordinary
Americans bearing the brunt of the
cost, according to a growing body
of analysis on the conflict's domes-
tic fallout.

Since March, gasoline prices have
surged by more than 50 percent,
placing severe financial strain on
households already grappling with
inflation. The spike in fuel costs has
rippled across supply chains, push-
ing up the price of everyday goods
and squeezing family budgets.
The job market is also suffering.
Key sectors—including tourism,
retail, and manufacturing—have
shed thousands of positions, with
monthly job losses accelerating as
the war disrupts both consumer
confidence and industrial activity.
Analysts warn that the trend could
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A Doctor Explams All
Ahout Hantavirus

Source:
By:

Hantavirus is one of many viruses that
can occur when people come in con-
tact with animals, specifically rodents.
Hantaviruses cause two syndromes,
though only one is common in the Unit-
ed States and it is called hantavirus pul-
monary syndrome (HPS). Though the
symptoms can mimic many other com-
mon illnesses, like the flu, it can be-
come fatal if not identified and treated.
We spoke with Dr. Afif EI-Hasan, a pedi-
atrician and asthma care physician with
Kaiser Permanente, about the dangers
of hantavirus pulmonary syndrome and
what we need to know to stay safe.

Q: How common is hantavirus pulmo-

nary syndrome

Itis important to understand that this is
a fairly rare disease.

This may be in part because the symp-
toms mimic other respiratory illnesses,
but it also could be because it is rela-
tively hard to get. Though we don’t yet
understand how Ms. Arakawa got the
illness, there are certain situations that
are more likely to put someone at risk.
Q: What is the incubation period for
hantavirus? How long is it active?
Hantavirus most commonly comes
from rodent droppings, urine and sali-
va. It is believed that the virus can live
up to four days depending on the en-

U16 Handball

vironment, however you should keep
any indoor space vacant for at least a
week after pest control treatment. It is
an airborne disease that can be spread
by rodent saliva, urine or feces and may
be transmitted through inhalation, a ro-
dent bite or touching contaminated sur-
faces and then touching your mouth.
Since hantavirus has only been report-
ed in a small population, we don’t de-
finitively understand how it affects hu-
mans. But in the cases we’ve observed,
we suspect the virus has anywhere be-
tween a one- and eight-week incubation
period after exposure.

Q: What are the symptoms of hantavi-

in Group A on Thursday.

tus pulmonary syndrome?

The symptoms are similar to other viral
illnesses: fever, dry cough, body aches,
headaches, and diarrhea. If the virus
progresses it can lead to shortness of
breath and fluid in the lungs.

Q: Can you treat and recover from han-
tavirus pulmonary syndrome?

Most mild cases can resolve by them-
selves, but usually supportive meas-
ures are needed and can be the key to
helping a patient heal. For instance, if
someone starts to develop fluid in their
lungs, they may need help from a respi-
rator or to be put in ICU for supportive
care.

The competition takes place in Al-

qualification for the World Champi-
onship.

Q: How can we protect from hantavi-
rus?

This virus most often spreads through
the air, so that should be kept in mind
when you are trying to prevent infec-
tion. If someone is in an area with
rodent droppings, it would be a very
good idea to wet down the area to min-
imize airborne particles, especially if
they are being disturbed when you're
trying to clean up the droppings. You
can do this with household disinfec-
tions, bleach, or alcohol. It is also a
good idea to ventilate the area, open
windows and doors so that clean air
can circulate.

worsen if hostilities continue with-
out a clear resolution.

Perhaps most alarming is how
the war is being financed. With
tax revenues under pressure, the
government has effectively shifted
the burden onto citizens through
mounting credit-based spending.
Many Americans have been forced
to rely on credit cards and personal
debt to cover basic needs such as
fuel and utilities, a fragile arrange-
ment that economists say could
trigger a wave of defaults.

Diesel crisis deepens as Hormuz contlict hites

Global energy markets are reeling from a new and dangerous shock. According to an
article published on Tuesday by Foreign Policy, titled “Iran War Chokes ‘Major Driver of
Global Economy,” the ongoing crisis in the Strait of Hormuz is inflicting severe damage
on diesel supplies, an impact even more acute than the disruption to crude oil.

The article notes that among the many areas of the economy fouled up by U.S. military
action, diesel fuel has been hit hardest.

The Strait of Hormuz, a key chokepoint for oil and refined products, is now threatened by
conflict and escalation with Iran, directly imperiling tanker traffic. Unlike crude oil, diesel
is far more vulnerable. Refined products have fewer alternative routes and less spare

global refining capacity, causing prices to spike more sharply.

The ripple effects are already spreading. Diesel is the lifeblood of shipping, freight, agri-

culture, and heating.

As prices surge, so does inflation across entire economies. Compounding the problem
are limited strategic reserves. While nations maintain large stockpiles of crude oil, diesel
reserves are smaller, more expensive, and harder to replace quickly.

Furthermore, markets are pricing in a sustained “geopolitical risk premium.” Even without
actual supply cuts, the mere threat of a Hormuz blockade or attack is driving prices higher.
Analysts warn that unless diplomatic channels reopen, the world faces a prolonged and
painful squeeze on one of its most essential fuels—threatening to choke the major driver

of the global economy just as recovery remains fragile.
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