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Pistachio export icreases
200% in a month on year
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Iran dismantles two
Mossad-linked terrorist
cells, arrests spy
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‘Industry-knowledge
enterprise co-op; na-
tional drilling strategy
for domestic produc-
tion of equipmen

The managing director of the National
Iranian Drilling Company (NIDC) em-
phasized the role of knowledge-based
companies in meeting the specialized
needs of the drilling industry and said:
“Cooperation between industry and
knowledge-based enterprises is the
national drilling strategy for domestic
production of the equipment.”
Morteza Fooladi, on the sidelines of a
visit to knowledge-based companies
based in Ahvaz, told IRNA: “The devel-
opment of local technologies, support
for domestic production, and utilizing
the capacity of elites and domestic
specialists are among the most im-
portant approaches of the National
Drilling Company in improving the
operational and technical capability of
these entities.”

He noted: “Effective interaction be-
tween industry and knowledge-based
companies can play an important role
in accelerating the process of equip-
ment domestic production, reducing
dependency, meeting specialized
needs, and increasing productivity in
the drilling industry.”

According to this report, the visit was
conducted in line with developing
technological interactions and sup-
porting domestic capacities of knowl-
edge-based companies.

During this visit, the capabilities,
achievements, and scientific and tech-
nical capacities of knowledge-based
companies in areas related to the
oil industry, drilling, and specialized
equipment manufacturing were exam-
ined, and areas for joint cooperation
to meet the technical and operational
needs of the country’s drilling industry
were discussed and exchanged.
Additionally, managers of knowl-
edge-based companies, while intro-
ducing their latest products, services,
and technological capabilities, pre-
sented their views and suggestions
regarding the development of co-
operation with the National Drilling
Company.

This visit was conducted to identify
existing capacities, strengthen the
connection between industry and the
technology and innovation ecosys-
tem, and support knowledge-based
companies in achieving the strategic
goals of the country’s drilling industry.
According to IRNA, the National Drill-
ing Company of Iran currently owns
73 onshore and offshore light, heavy,
and ultra-heavy drilling rigs.

National Iranian Drilling Company, a
subsidiary of the National Iranian Ol
Company (NIOC), is a key player in
Iran’s oil and gas industry, responsi-
ble for drilling operations.

The company that conducts explora-
tion, development, and drilling of oil
and gas wells, as well as repair and
maintenance services, and has been
actively involved in both onshore and
offshore drilling projects, is now ready
to play a more prominent role in the
region.

Regarding the most important chal-
lenges of the NIDC due to sanctions,
Masoud Afshar has stated: “Domes-
tic production of many equipment
has reduced dependence on foreign
countries, but in the engine sector, we
had challenges that are being resolved
with the new contract. The production
of SCR, cables, and tanks are other
successful examples of self-sufficien-
cy.”

“Our experts are currently involved
in international projects, and the
successful drilling experience in
Turkmenistan will be a basis for
expanding activities in other neigh-
boring countries”, the official has
underlined.

Afshar has emphasized that with the
development of technology, self-suffi-
ciency in equipment, and the benefit
of efficient human resources, the Na-
tional Drilling Company is firmly on
the path of sustainable development
and is ready to play a more effective
role in the regional arena.
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[ntensitied production competition with UAE' exit from OPEC: analyst

An international oil and ener-
gy market analyst, stating that
the UAE chose the worst time
to leave OPEC, believes: “The
world’s energy market is now
more than ever dependent on
supply and demand conditions,
and although the UAE’s exit
from OPEC does not threat-
en OPEC, it fuels competition
among oil producers.”
Fereydoun Barkeshli, in an in-
terview with IRNA examining
various dimensions of the UAE’s
decision to withdraw from the
Organization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC), said:
“Mr. Al Mazrouei, the UAE’s oil
minister, announced on April
28 that his country would leave
OPEC and the OPEC+ group of
allied oil-producing and non-
OPEC countries as of May 1,
2026; he cited the reason for
this decision as being within
the framework of UAE’s nation-
al interests, following detailed
expert reviews, and based on
an assessment of the global oil
market in the coming years.”
Referring to the history of
OPEC’s formation and not-
ing that countries leaving and
sometimes returning to OPEC
has a long history with vari-
ous reasons, he said: “Ecuador
left OPEC in 1992 and Gabon
in 1995. Ecuador returned to
OPEC in 2007 but left again in
2020; Gabon returned in 2016.
Indonesia suspended its OPEC
membership in 2009, returned
in 2016, and left again the same
year. Qatar left OPEC in 2019.
Angola left OPEC in 2024.”
Barkeshli continued: “The en-
try and exit of eligible coun-
triess from OPEC is not an
unprecedented phenomenon.
Of course, the admission of
any new member requires the
approval of all five founding
members — Iran, Iraq, Saudi
Arabia, Venezuela, and Kuwait.
But any member may leave at
its discretion.”

Disputes over production quo-
tas and production-sharing
contracts: the main reason for
leaving OPEC

The international oil and energy
market analyst said: “Examin-
ing the reasons for countries’
decisions to leave OPEC points
to disputes over oil production
quotas. Gabon left OPEC over a
request for an additional quota
of 5,000 barrels. Iran, Venezue-
la, and Nigeria proposed allo-
cating a small portion of their
quotas to Gabon to dissuade it
from leaving, but Saudi Arabia
and the Gulf states opposed
this.”

Barkeshli noted: “Behind the
scenes of the quota issue, and
on a technical level, the main
issue involves the entry of in-
ternational companies and pro-
duction-sharing or participation
contracts.  International ol
companies’ programs in host

countries are based on maxi-
mum production.”

He added: “A look at OPEC’s
history shows that disputes of
countries that left OPEC were
driven by pressure from inter-
national oil companies, which
did not allow host countries to
restrict production in sectors
under their ownership. Indo-
nesia was an exception, as it
transformed from a net export-
er to a net importer during its
OPEC membership and left re-
luctantly and regretfully. Nigeria
also faced issues with interna-
tional companies’ participation
in production at times, but the
foreign companies’ share was
small.”

* Hawks and Eagles in OPEC
Barkeshli stated: “For decades,
OPEC countries have been di-
vided into two groups: Hawks
and Eagles. Countries with
high reserves, like Saudi Ara-
bia, favored higher production
and lower oil prices. Countries
with lower reserves favored re-
stricting production and raising
prices.”

This energy market analyst
continued: “In the past, Saudi
Arabia led the countries favor-
ing higher production and low-
er prices. Iran led the countries
favoring lower production and
higher prices. The members
of the group led by Iran were
mostly non-Arab OPEC mem-
bers like Venezuela or Nigeria.
Of course, Libya and Algeria
were also led by Iran.”

He added: “In recent years, the
global oil market conditions and
OPEC’s role and structure have
undergone changes. Saudi Ara-
bia, which still holds the highest
production level in OPEC, now
favors production restrictions
and relatively lower prices. Mo-
hammed bin Salman’s develop-
ment plans have become much
more expensive than initial es-
timates. In the country’s 2025
budget, the desired oil price
was stated as $92 per barrel.”

* Footprint of Shale Qil in Dis-
putes Among OPEC Members
The international oil and energy
market analyst also said: “Of
course, a major concern for
all OPEC and non-OPEC mem-
bers is the growth of shale oil
in the United States. Shale oil
will grow faster than before at
prices above $70-75 per bar-
rel. Since shale oil entered the
market in early 2010, OPEC
members have favored, from
a medium- and long-term per-
spective, a price level that pre-
vents unconventional crude oils
and new and renewable ener-
gies from growing too rapidly.
The issue of renewable energy
and shale oil is always on the
agenda of OPEC and OPEC+
meetings.”

Barkeshli stated: “The UAE,
with limited oil reserves, seeks

Reza Mahzunieh
Marzie Rabiei

Hoora Building,

Shahid Mofateh Street, Ahmad

Abad Square, Isfahan, Iran

031- 32274500

031-32274515

031-32274517, 32274518,
32274512, 32274505.

031-32274507,32274511
Samim

031-32274508

esfahan-news.com
30007232

to maximize production. The
UAE’s economy has diversified
significantly, reducing its de-
pendence on oil revenues. Ad-
ditionally, international oil com-
panies are demanding higher
production.”

He continued: “The UAE’s eco-
nomic approach in the Persian
Gulf region and among GCC
members is unique. Unlike
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Qatar,
and others, where some tradi-
tional considerations, especially
traditional political attitudes,
still prevail, in the UAE, affairs
are run like an economic enter-
prise. This policy approach has
made the UAE somewhat dif-
ferent from other sheikhdoms
in the region. The other GCC
members more or less follow
Saudi policy frameworks.”

* Role of Non-Qil Disputes with
Saudi Arabia in Leaving OPEC
This international oil and en-
ergy market analyst, stating
that among the major factors
behind the UAE's exit from
OPEC, non-oil disputes with
Saudi Arabia must also be se-
riously considered, explained:
“Disputes between the two
countries intensified since the
Yemen and Sudan wars. The
Saudi government supports
the established government,
while the UAE supports oppo-
sition groups. In Yemen, Saudi
Arabia is simultaneously at war
with both the Houthis and the
UAE, while the UAE wants to
establish a desired government
in Yemen that can control the
Gulf of Aden coast and the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait.”

He added: “The UAE strongly
avoids any interference of re-
ligious beliefs in politics and
has had disputes with Riyadh in
this regard. Among all Persian
Gulf sheikhdoms, the UAE has
established the closest rela-
tionship with the Israeli regime.
Abu Dhabi has gone so far in its
ambitious regional policies that
on several occasions, it directly
clashed with Saudi army forces,
causing casualties.”

Barkeshli continued: “The Emi-
ratis realized that in the future,
a country’s power would not
come from the wellhead, but
from controlling the routes of
oil tankers. Saudi Arabia is also
aware of this, but due to its high
production volume and large
share of global oil demand, it
expects that major consumers
like China will quickly pave the
way for normalizing Saudi oil
flows.”

He noted: “The two countries’
regional disputes have been
raised many times in the GCC
with no result. These same dis-
putes have pushed the UAE fur-
ther toward Israel and the US.
Saudi Arabia, while maintaining
its relations with the US and the
West, has moved closer to Chi-
na and Russia.”

In his view, “Within the frame-
work of these regional policies,
Saudi Arabia signed a security
agreement with Pakistan, and
the UAE drew closer to India,
and both countries have es-
tablished special relations with
Israel. The UAE has for years
been designing a pro-secession
axis against Iran’s resistance
axis.”

* Redefining Energy Order of
World

The international oil and energy
market analyst said: “It is true
that the UAE’s rapid movement
toward integration into the
global market and international
economy contradicts region-
al constraints and divisions
to some extent, but this does
not justify the UAE’s exit from
OPEC and OPEC+. Abu Dhabi
joined OPEC in 1967. In 1971,
along with other sheikhdoms,
the UAE was formed as a single
country and joined the OPEC
family. The UAE knows very
well how to go about increasing
its quota within OPEC’s frame-
work, and we have never had
any OPEC member with signif-
icant unused capacity for a long
period.”

He acknowledged: “At the same
time, it is true that Abdulaziz bin
Salman’s management style in
OPEC annoyed Al Mazrouei.
However, arguing for liberation
from OPEC’s constraints and
then calling OPEC a cartel when
only a few days remained be-
fore the UAE’s official exit from
OPEC was discourteous and
outside conventional oil diplo-
macy in OPEC. We have never
before heard an OPEC oil min-
ister, two days before officially
leaving OPEC, call the organiza-
tion a cartel.”

Barkeshli believes the UAE
chose the worst time to leave
OPEC. “On one hand, the Al
Qasimi family in Sharjah, which
has always had issues with Abu
Dhabi, is raising new problems;
on the other hand, by expelling
Pakistani and Indian Shiites
— who were among the best
foreign migrant workers in the
UAE — the country has unin-
tentionally entered ethno-reli-
gious tensions that will likely
continue in some form in the
future.”

This international oil and energy
market analyst explained: “Abu
Dhabi could have had OPEC’s
and the GCC’s support. The UAE
has also left OAPEC (Organiza-
tion of Arab Petroleum Export-
ing Countries). This organiza-
tion, headquartered in Kuwait,
was for years an umbrella and
coordinating group for Arab
oil-producing countries within
OPEC. The UAE’s population is
nearly 11 million, with about
1.4 million natives. In this coun-
try, discussions revolve around
trade and commerce, differing
from Saudi Arabia, which has
36 million native population.”
He recalled: “The UAE’s exit dif-
fers from what has happened
in OPEC before. The UAE is
OPEC’s third-largest producer
after Saudi Arabia and Iraq. In
2025, the UAE held 11.5% of
OPEC’s collective production.”
* UAE Was Not a Disciplined
OPEC Member

Barkeshli continued: “In 2025,
OPEC and its allies (OPEC+)
controlled 44.5% of global
oil production. OPEC+'s influ-
ence on the global oil market
stems from its market share.
Obviously, the UAE’s exit from
OPEC does not threaten OPEC,
but it clearly slightly reduces its
market influence. Of course, the
UAE was not considered a dis-
ciplined member in 2024-2025
either, but now market condi-

tions depend on supply and
demand.”

He emphasized: “Instability in
the Persian Gulf region and ris-
ing global oil prices could affect
about three to four million bar-
rels of global demand. In other
words, the global oil market
could face a reverse demand
growth. Under conditions of
high oil and petroleum product
costs, electric vehicle supply
and demand have grown rap-
idly. In the European Union, or-
ders for electric cars that were
previously unsold now have de-
livery waiting times of several
months.”

According to this international
oil and energy market analyst,
“This trend is not directly re-
lated to the UAE's exit from
OPEC, but in a situation where
global oil demand is declining,
increased UAE production may
lead to competition among pro-
ducers. We cannot say with cer-
tainty how long the critical con-
ditions in the Strait of Hormuz
will last. But at the end of the
crisis, a relatively sharp drop
in global oil prices, followed
by a producer war for market
share, is very likely. We might
talk about prices below $55-60.
Of course, shale oil will be dam-
aged, and gradually some sup-
ply will disappear.”

* Future of Global Oil Market:
Possibility of Venezuela Leav-
ing OPEC

Barkeshli declared: “In fact, a
market share war could threat-
en OPEC’s survival more than
the UAE’s exit. The price and
market share war of 1986 led
to a movement in Iran to leave
OPEC, and Saudi Arabia fol-
lowed this with interest and
enthusiasm in the OPEC hall,
because Iran’s exit from OPEC
could end a major problem for
Saudi Arabia and the Arab Gulf
states. But a greater threat to
OPEC is the possibility of Vene-
zuela leaving the organization.”
He added: “This country pro-
duced up to 3.7 million barrels
per day in 1997-1998. After
years of sanctions and domes-
tic protests, the oil industry was
affected, so that in the last quar-
ter of 2025, average production
fell below half a million barrels.
In March of this year, Venezue-
la’s oil production reached 1.3
million barrels per day. Delcy
Rodriguez’s government, which
took power after Maduro, has
prioritized improving the oil in-
dustry and maximizing foreign
investment in Venezuela’s state
oil company PDVSA.”

This international oil and en-
ergy market analyst contin-
ued: “Major companies like
Chevron, ExxonMobil, BP, and
European companies like Eni,
Repsol, and Shell have begun
extensive operations in Vene-
zuela. Venezuela faces many
structural problems in its oil in-
dustry, and a return to produc-
tion levels above three million
barrels per day will take time.
In any case, as one of OPEC’s
five founding members, Vene-
zuela plays an important role in
preserving OPEC’s integrity. In
the geo-economic marketing
of oil in the world and the Per-
sian Gulf region, eyes will be
on Iran and Saudi Arabia. In to-
day’s world, which Trump pays
attention to, understanding oil
is understanding the world.”
Barkeshli noted: “After Sadd-
am’s fall and the relative sta-
bilization of Irag’s oil industry,
the then Saudi oil minister told
Iran’s oil minister that in the
next 20 years, the Iranian-Sau-
di front would be at the helm of
OPEC and the global oil mar-
ket.”
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Pistachio export
increases 250%
in @ month on year

Deputy Minister of Horticulture at
the Ministry of Agriculture said: “In
the first month of the current Irani-
an calendar year, Farvardin (March
21-April 20), pistachio exports in-
creased by more than 250 percent
compared to the same period last
year, reaching 5,363 tons. Accord-
ing to IRNA from the Ministry of
Agriculture, Mohammad Mehdi
Boroumandi stated on Sunday that
the increase in pistachio exports oc-
curred despite the fact that exports
via the southern borders of the
Persian Gulf were not possible due
to the imposed war. He added: “Ac-
cording to statistics, the main prob-
lem regarding pistachio pests has
also improved.” Iranian pistachios
are renowned globally as the “green
gold” of Persia, prized for their
distinctive flavor, rich taste, and
superior quality. With over 600,000
hectares of orchards, Iran leads the
world in pistachio cultivation area,
producing varieties like Akbari, Ah-
mad Aghaei, and Fandoghi. These
nuts are not just a culinary delight
but an economic powerhouse, with
exports reaching over 65 coun-
tries. Despite climatic challenges,
Iran maintains rigorous production
standards. The pistachio holds
deep cultural significance, featuring
prominently in traditional cuisine
and ceremonies, symbolizing pros-
perity and hospitality in Persian cul-
ture for thousands of years.

World economy edg-
es toward crisis as
Iran standoff drains

oil supplies

The global economy is moving
into dangerous territory as the
two-month conflict between the
United States and Iran continues
to choke oil shipments through the
Strait of Hormuz, according to an
analysis published on Saturday by
The Globe and Mail. While financial
markets have remained surpris-
ingly buoyant, fueled by repeated
U.S. media reports suggesting an
imminent peace deal, columnist
John Rapley warns that those as-
surances may be masking a rapidly
deteriorating situation. The Strait
of Hormuz remains all but closed,
with insurers refusing to cover ves-
sels navigating the channel. Ship
owners are staying away, and the
flow of oil from the Gulf has nearly
stopped. A full-blown energy cri-
sis has already broken out across
much of Asia, where fuel is being
rationed and plastic supplies are
running out. North America has so
far been shielded by large buffer
stocks and local supply, experienc-
ing only higher gasoline prices. But
those reserves are depleting quick-
ly, partly because U.S. companies
are boosting exports to meet
global demand. Estimates vary,
but some analysts predict stocks
could run dry within four weeks. If
that threshold is crossed, oil prices
could skyrocket to $150 per barrel
or more. Signs of stress are already
appearing in bond markets, where
interest rates on government debt
have risen nearly a third of a per-
centage point higher than before
the war. Airlines are cutting flights,
and drivers are reducing their mile-
age in response to rising pump
prices. Rapley notes there is genu-
ine desire on both sides for a truce,
and China is likely persuading Iran
to reach a deal. However, signifi-
cant gaps remain, particularly over
Iran’s nuclear program. The current
proposal is essentially an agree-
ment to keep talking, with even the
best-case scenario requiring weeks
more negotiations.
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Iran condemns

Bahrain’s mass
citizenship revo-
cations as ‘collec-
tive punishment’

Iran’s High Council for Human
Rights (HCHR) has strongly
condemned Bahrain’s deci-
sion to revoke the citizenship
of 69 Bahraini nationals, de-
scribing the move as illegal,
arbitrary, and a clear violation
of human rights principles.
In a statement released on
Sunday, the HCHR said the
measure amounted to “col-
lective punishment” and an
“extrajudicial penalty” that
cannot be justified under any
civilized legal system.
According to the statement,
those stripped of citizenship
include clerics, eulogists, so-
cial activists, women, men,
and even children and infants
— all deprived of their na-
tionality without judicial pro-
cedures, legal investigations,
or court rulings, and solely
based on an order issued by
the Bahraini king.

Iran’s top rights  body
stressed that the right to
nationality is a fundamental
right recognized under inter-
national law, citing Article 15
of the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights: “No one
shall be arbitrarily deprived of
his nationality.” It added that
Bahrain’s action, particularly
the inclusion of children and
infants, violates the Interna-
tional Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights and the Con-
vention on the Rights of the
Child.

The HCHR also criticized
‘repeated and  unfounded
accusations of support for
Iran or espionage for foreign
entities,” saying such claims
are being used as a pretext to
suppress opposition voices
in Bahrain.

The headquarters called on
UN human rights bodies, in-
cluding the Office of the High
Commissioner for Human
Rights, the Human Rights
Council, the Committee on
the Rights of the Child, and
the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation, to officially con-
demn Bahrain’s actions and
demand the restoration of
citizenship to all affected in-
dividuals, especially children
and infants.

On April 27, Bahrain’s Minis-
try of Interior announced that
it had revoked the citizenship
of 69 people, accusing them
of sympathizing with Iran and
“colluding with foreign enti-
ties.” The move came as Iran
was defending itself in the
war with the United States
and lIsrael, which began on
February 28.

Separately, regional tensions
have also affected other na-
tions. According to The New
York Times, the UAE has
launched a large-scale ex-
pulsion of thousands of Pa-
kistani workers, particularly
Shiite Pakistanis, amid a rift
over Pakistan’s mediation be-
tween the US and Iran. Paki-
stani Shiite religious leaders
estimate that thousands have
been deported from the UAE
since mid-April. The Emirates
appears upset that Pakistan
has failed to condemn Irani-
an strikes on Emirati territory
more forcefully while simul-
taneously brokering peace
between Washington and
Tehran.
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Melatonin is a popular over-the-counter
sleep supplement that helps regulate
your body’s internal clock, or circadian
rhythm. Melatonin may affect blood sug-
ar levels by influencing insulin release,
especially when taken at certain times
or doses, or in people with diabetes or
prediabetes.

Does Melatonin Raise Blood Sugar?
Melatonin influences insulin release and
sensitivity, potentially altering blood sug-
ar levels.

Insulin is a hormone made by the pan-

@ ke

creas. It plays a key role in helping your
body use or store blood sugar (glu-
cose).1 Insulin sensitivity is a measure
of how well your body’s cells respond
to the release of insulin to absorb blood
sugar.2

In the short term, melatonin may raise
blood sugar, particularly in people with
glucose intolerance or type 2 diabetes.
However, in most healthy adults, these
effects are minor and temporary.3 Some
studies also show that long-term use
may modestly improve insulin sensitiv-

Iran submits offi-
cial response to

latest US propos-

al to end war

Islamic Republic has submitted its
official reply to the latest US proposal
aimed at reaching a deal that would
allow a permanent end to the US-Is-
raeli war against Iran, a source familiar
with the matter confirmed on Sunday.
No details about Iran’s response have
been released so far.

The source told Tasnim that, at the

current stage, negotiations are fo-
cused exclusively on the cessation of
hostilities. Foreign Ministry Spokes-
person Esmaeil Bagaei previously
stated: “For now, we have decided to
focus on ending the war, because this
issue is a matter of concern for the en-
tire region, for our nation, and for the
international community.”

What Happens to Blood Sugar
When You Take Melatonm Every
Night, According toa Pharmi)

ity and lower average blood sugar levels
over time in people with type 2 diabe-
tes.4

Other research has found small reduc-
tions in fasting glucose (blood sugar
levels when you haven’t had any food in
your system for eight hours).5

How Melatonin Influences Insulin Re-
lease

Melatonin raises blood sugar by reduc-
ing the amount of insulin released by
the pancreas. It does this by binding to
specific receptors (MT1 and MT2) on

the surface of pancreatic beta cells. This
binding signals the cells to reduce insulin
production, which can temporarily raise
blood sugar levels.3

Insulin levels naturally fluctuate with
your circadian rhythm. Insulin release is
highest in the morning and decreases to-
wards the evening, a process controlled
by internal body clocks in the brain and
peripheral tissues such as fat, liver, and
muscle.6

Melatonin regulates the sleep—wake cy-
cle and directly affects metabolic func-

tion. It naturally rises at night to signal
the body that it is time to sleep and
conserve energy, reducing both insulin
release and insulin sensitivity.78
Together, these effects help ensure your
body has the glucose it needs for daily
energy, using more during the day when
demand is higher and conserving it dur-
ing fasting periods, such as sleep.
Factors Affecting Blood Sugar Levels
Genetic Variation

Time of Melatonin Intake

Dose
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Iran’s Intelligence Ministry has announced the dismantling of two
terrorist cells linked to Israel’s Mossad, as well as the arrest of an
agent attempting to smuggle classified military intelligence abroad.
According to a detailed statement released by the Ministry on Sun-
day, the first operational cell consisted of four members active
in West Azerbaijan and Tehran provinces. The team had received
funding from Mossad in several stages and was planning terrorist
operations against sensitive centers and government buildings, in
addition to a specific assassination plot targeting an individual in

Tehran.

Patriots n the
streets for

+¢( mhts

Iranians across the country continue
holding nightly rallies for more than 70
consecutive days, forming a sustained
nationwide expression of public unity
and a historic moment of cohesion and
solidarity. The gatherings, held in cities,
towns, and smaller communities through-
out Iran, have become a regular feature
of public life in the aftermath of the joint
US-Israeli aggression that initially began
on February 28.

Since the April 8 ceasefire, which halted
active hostilities, the public presence in
the streets has not diminished. Instead,
it has remained steady and widespread,
with citizens from all walks of life partic-
ipating in coordinated yet largely sponta-
neous gatherings. Men and women, fami-
lies, students, and workers attend side by
side, reflecting a broad social spectrum
that spans different regions, professions,
and age groups.

Unwavering support for the Islamic Re-
public

A central characteristic of these rallies is
the strong emphasis on national unity and
support for the Islamic Republic. Partici-
pants frequently frame their presence as
an expression of solidarity with the state
during a sensitive regional period. Despite
the diversity of political and ideological
perspectives in Iranian society, many
attendees say the rallies reflect a shared
commitment to national sovereignty and
independence in the face of external pres-
sure.

Across the country, Iranian flags are
prominently displayed, often accompa-

nied by banners and placards carrying
slogans rejecting foreign intervention
and expressing opposition to the United
States and Israel. The symbolic use of na-
tional imagery is reinforced by the visible
presence of families, women, and youth,
creating a collective atmosphere that
blends civic participation with political
expression.

One of the most notable aspects of the
gatherings is their spontaneous and de-
centralized nature. Rather than being
centrally organized, the rallies are wide-
ly described as self-initiated, with local
communities coordinating participation
through informal networks. This grass-
roots character is frequently highlighted
by participants as a reflection of genuine
public sentiment rather than institutional
direction.

Women’s participation has been particu-
larly prominent, with many attending
alongside family members. Youth involve-
ment is also a defining feature, as teen-
agers and young adults regularly join the
nightly events in large numbers. The inter-
generational nature of the gatherings has
contributed to their sustained continuity,
with many participants describing them
as both social and national in character.
In cities such as Tehran and others, the
rallies often extend across major streets
and public squares, where chants, collec-
tive slogans, and cultural expressions are
shared in a structured yet fluid environ-
ment. The repeated and continuous nature
of these gatherings—now surpassing 70
nights—has itself become a key symbol

When security forces confronted the cell, the operatives put up
armed resistance. In the ensuing clash, one agent was killed and
the other three were arrested.
The second Mossad-affiliated cell was operating in Kerman and Al-
borz provinces. Intelligence agencies identified the group while they
were conducting reconnaissance for a planned attack against Irani-
an military personnel. All three members of this cell were arrested
before they could carry out any hostile action.
Security forces seized a significant cache of weapons and espio-
nage equipment from the hideout of the second cell. The confiscat-

of endurance and public engagement.
‘JANFADA’ campaign in the spotlight
Alongside the street mobilization, the
national “JANFADA” (“Sacrificing Life”)
campaign has also been launched as a
broader civic initiative. It is a voluntary
nationwide initiative in which citizens
register to express readiness to defend
the country and support national needs.
The campaign is presented as a symbol
of public solidarity, patriotism, and unity.
According to campaign spokesperson
Sasan Zare, more than 31 million people
have registered, a figure that has drawn
attention due to its scale relative to Iran’s
population, which is about 90 million.
Zare said participants include individuals
across a wide age range, from teenagers
to older adults, with representation from
both men and women. He noted that
many registrants have expressed willing-
ness to contribute in different capacities,
including service-oriented, educational,
and organizational roles.

Overall, the continuation of nightly rallies,
alongside the large-scale participation
in the “JANFADA” campaign, reflects a
society that remains actively present in
public life, with citizens choosing collec-
tive visibility as a form of expression in a
sensitive regional environment. While the
rallies highlight street-level demonstra-
tions of unity, the registration drive adds
another dimension of organized partici-
pation, illustrating how public sentiment
is being translated into broader social in-
volvement across different sectors of the
population.

ed items included three drones with a dedicated transport vehicle,
three semi-automatic pistols with suppressors, one Winchester

rifle, one scoped rifle, large quantities of ammunition, several long-

range handheld and vehicle-mounted two-way radios, Starlink re-
ceiver devices, and bulletproof vests.

In a separate operation in northern Iran, an individual identified as
“Masoud” was arrested for attempting to send classified informa-

tion about a military center to foreign countries.

The Intelligence Ministry confirmed that all hostile plots were neu-
tralized before any attacks could be executed.

President Masoud Pezeshkian said
talks with the United States are
aimed at preserving national inter-
ests from a position of power.

“The goal is to realize the rights
of the Iranian people and defend
national interests with authority,”
Pezeshkian said on Sunday at a
meeting on post-war reconstruc-
tion.

He stressed that negotiations with
Washington do not amount to “sur-
rendering to the enemy.”
Pezeshkian also stressed the im-
portance of maintaining national
unity, strengthening public trust,
and ensuring continued public
participation in the reconstruction
process.

The US and Israel launched a war
on Iran on February 28. An April
8 ceasefire between Tehran and
\Washington paused the war. None-
theless, the two sides have yet to
reach a deal to bring a permanent
end to the conflict.

In response to the US-Israel ag-
gression, Iran dealt severe blows
to US bases in the Persian Gulf re-
gion in addition to hitting strategic
targets inside Israel. Iran has also
asserted full control over the Strait

President Pezeshkian:
[ran will never surrender to the enemy

of Hormuz. Iran says it is open to
diplomacy, but the US must accept
its conditions, which include guar-
antees of non-aggression, lifting a
US blockade on Iranian ports that
was imposed in mid-April, recog-
nizing its peaceful nuclear rights,
and lifting illegal sanctions.
President Donald Trump claims that
Iran wants a deal because the US
military has destroyed Iran’s mili-
tary capabilities. Such claims have
been rejected by US media reports.
According to a recent report by The
Washington Post, a confidential CIA
analysis delivered to administration
policymakers concludes lran re-
tains significant ballistic missile ca-
pabilities despite weeks of intense
US and Israeli bombardment. Citing
a US official, the report said, Iran re-
tains about 75 percent of its prewar
inventory of mobile launchers and
roughly 70 percent of its prewar
missile stockpiles. The official add-
ed that there is evidence Iran has
been able to recover and reopen
almost all of its underground stor-
age facilities, repair some damaged
missiles, and even assemble new
missiles that were nearly complete
when the war began.
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