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Post-war economic
growth scenarios

An economic expert believes that if
Iran’s authority over the Strait of Hor-
muz continues and compensation is
received from the aggressor countries,
not only will infrastructure reconstruc-
tion proceed quickly, but it will also be
possible to achieve economic growth
above 6-8 percent and automatically
lift sanctions.

Hamidreza Jeyhani, in an interview
with IRNA, responded to the question:
After the war ends, what priorities
should economic reconstruction and
the post-war period have? He said:
Since the end of the war and how it
will unfold are not yet clear, we must
consider the post-war period through
different scenarios. The best scenario
is receiving compensation from the
belligerent countries and consolidat-
ing Iran’s sovereignty over the Strait
of Hormuz.

Expressing hope that through bat-
tlefield and diplomatic efforts this
imposed war can be well managed
and brought to an end, he stated: To
achieve this victory, we must maintain
control and intelligent management of
the Strait of Hormuz.

The economic expert emphasized that
receiving compensation from the ag-
gressors must be on the agenda of
officials, especially in the diplomatic
arena. He added: Achieving this re-
quires approval from relevant global
authorities. If we can do this, then
according to the rules governing post-
war reconstruction and subsequent
national models, the reconstruction
of industries and infrastructure that
have been attacked and damaged will
be carried out with great success and
speed.

Jeyhani stated: | believe that in that
case, we will move toward an eco-
nomic leap following our military and
political superpower status in the re-
gion, and we will achieve an economic
growth leap domestically. | can even
predict that we will have economic
growth of over 6 to 8 percent.
Regarding the actions necessary
for economic growth, he replied: If
compensation and authority over the
Strait of Hormuz are achieved, the
most important benefit will be that
our economic and political interac-
tion equations with the world will be
completely transformed. That is, if
we can control the management of
the Strait of Hormuz, the sanctions
regime will automatically become
obsolete.

Emphasizing that even for implement-
ing economic projects in the post-war
period, we need to consolidate Iran’s
sovereignty over the Strait of Hormuz,
he said: Imagine we need to import
certain parts to reconstruct damaged
sectors of the economy. In that case,
some countries might refuse to coop-
erate under the pretext of sanctions,
but if Iran controls the Strait of Hor-
muz, they will be forced to cooperate.
In this regard, Jeyhani referred to the
incident of a French ship carrying
chemical fertilizer passing through the
Strait of Hormuz, which led France to
engage with Iran.

He explained: When the international
sanctions regime collapses and be-
comes obsolete in this way, we can
also expect foreign investors to enter
various economic fields, because then
[ran’s position as the supreme military
and security power in the Persian Gulf
will be consolidated.

Regarding the outlook for this year's
inflation rate, given last year’s rise and
war-induced inflation, the economic
expert said: In my opinion, in the cur-
rent circumstances, economic policy-
makers’ primary target should not be
inflation.

Jeyhani added: Even from a livelihood
perspective, the government can sup-
port various financing models, such
as issuing bonds or borrowing from
different segments of society and
businesses, and provide necessary
support packages. Therefore, in the
current situation, we should not tar-
get reducing inflation but rather seek
the return of economic growth and its
increase.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Iran war: Trump’s most expensive economic mistake for Europe

The aggression of the Amer-
ican-Zionist coalition against
the Iranian nation has not only
transformed the military and
political equations of the re-
gion but has also had deep
and widespread effects on the
economies of various countries,
including the major econom-
ic powers in Europe that were
considered Trump’s allies.
According to an IRNA report,
two months after the US and
Zionist regime’s military aggres-
sion against Iran, the effects and
consequences of this aggres-
sion are increasingly impacting
people’s lives worldwide. Esca-
lating recession and inflation are
the key indicators of these de-
velopments. What distinguishes
this war from previous conflicts
is the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz, the vital artery of glob-
al energy, which has disrupted
global supply chains and halved
economic growth in  many
countries, especially in Europe.
In such circumstances, the
most important question is:
What economic costs has this
imposed war inflicted on the
world’s nations, and when
might an exit from this crisis be
possible?

While it was initially assumed
that the effects of the war would
be limited to Iran or the West
Asia, recent statements by Eu-
ropean officials have revealed
the reality. The latest remarks
from German authorities indi-

cate that this European country
has suffered the greatest blow
from the conflict. Lars Klingbeil,
Germany’s Finance Minister, re-
cently revealed that Trump’s war
with Iran has halved Germany’s
economic growth and sharp-
ly increased fuel and energy
costs, despite Berlin not being
involved in the war.

This bitter reality shows that the
war against Iran is not a region-
al crisis but has targeted Ger-
many’s energy supply chains
and industry. Furthermore, Ger-
many’s automotive industry, al-
ready struggling with the ener-
gy crisis caused by the Ukraine
war, is now paralyzed by rising
energy prices and disruptions
in the supply chain of parts
through the Strait of Hormuz.

It is clear that the main culprits
are the United States and Isra-
el, who have disrupted global
energy stability by starting the
war against Iran. Germany,
which considers itself innocent
and unrelated to this war, has
effectively become a hostage to
White House policies.

Katharina Reich, Germany’s
Federal Minister of Economics
from the conservative Christian
Democratic Union (CDU), had
only bad news to deliver in Ber-
lin. She expects the war in the
Persian Gulf to limit Germany’s
economic growth to just half a
percent this year.

Economic problems in Europe
are not limited to Germany.
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Other countries, such as Italy,
have also sharply reduced their
growth forecasts. Giorgia Mel-
oni, Italy’s Prime Minister, an-
nounced last week: “My current
priority is to contain inflationary
pressures on prices, especially
energy, given the impact of the
American war against Iran. In
the current international crisis
we face, controlling prices and
energy, preventing the inflation-
ary impact that clearly destroys
GDP growth, must be a priori-

In contrast to Germany and
[taly, Spain’s economy has
performed surprisingly  well.
According to data published
by Spain’s National Statistics
Institute (INE), the country’s
GDP grew by 0.6% in the first
quarter of this year compared to
the previous quarter, reaching
2.7% on an annual basis. In this
regard, Carlos Cuerpo, Spain’s
Economy Minister, stated in
an interview that the Spanish
economy maintained its growth
rate at the beginning of the year
marked by the war in Iran.

He attributed this success to
investment in renewable energy
(with @ 55% share in the energy
mix), diversification of oil im-
port sources (the US and Africa
instead of the Persian Gulf), and
a €5 billion support package for
households and businesses.
However, this growth did not
come without cost. Spain’s in-
flation rate rose amid the war,

and although it fell to 3.2%
in April, fuel prices remained
high. Spain’s central bank had
previously warned of significant
economic slowdown if the war
continued.

In this context, Ursula von der
Leyen, President of the Euro-
pean Gommission, emphasized
last week that the consequenc-
es of the conflict in West Asia
could last for months or even
years. She referred to the recent
energy crisis as the second ma-
jor energy crisis within a short
period of four years and pro-
posed three sets of measures
to overcome the energy crisis
in Europe: first, increasing co-
ordination at the European level;
second, protecting consumers
and businesses; and third, sys-
tematically modernizing energy
consumption.

Strait of Hormuz: World econo-
my’s chokepoint

According to political and eco-
nomic experts, one of Iran’s
winning cards in this war has
been closing the Strait of Hor-
muz. This began with managing
vessel traffic based on interna-
tional conventions under con-
flict and war conditions, then
escalated to a complete closure
due to the US naval blockade of
Iran.

This narrow waterway between
Iran and Oman naturally carries
one-fifth of the world’s crude oil
and liquefied natural gas. The
World Bank has warned that the
war in the West Asia has caused
the largest oil supply reduction
in history, and energy prices
will rise by an average of about
one-quarter this year.

Analysts at Oxford Economics
believe that returning oil exports
from war zones to pre-war lev-
els is a very time-consuming
process. For example, three
years after the 1991 Persian
Gulf War, oil production in Iraq
and Kuwait was still more than
60% below pre-war levels.

With the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz, ships must take
longer, more costly routes to
transport oil, further fueling
price increases. The World Bank
forecasts that it will take at least
six months for maritime trans-
port through the Strait of Hor-
muz to return to normal, during

which time the global economy
will grapple with an unprece-
dented shock.

How long will economic recov-
ery take?

The key question on many
analysts’ minds is when the
economies of warring countries
(and even third-party nations
like Germany) can return to
normal. According to Oxford
Economics, inflation caused by
the Iran war will likely disappear
completely two to three years
after the conflict ends. How-
ever, even the most optimistic
scenarios suggest that even
with an immediate ceasefire, the
psychological effects and logis-
tical disruptions will continue
to affect Germany and other
European economies for at least
another year.

Regarding a return to economic
growth, past war experiences
show that countries directly in-
volved in the war (like Iran itself)
need five-year plans to resolve
economic problems and rebuild
infrastructure. However, coun-
tries harmed only by the energy
shock could recover within 18
to 24 months, provided the war
is not prolonged.

It must be said that the ori-
gin of all these crises is the
illegal US and Israeli military
action against Iran. Trump,
who thought a short military
campaign could force Iran to
surrender, now sees his Euro-
pean allies’ economies collaps-
ing. Even the Arab countries of
the region have been trapped
in this quagmire. The UAE, de-
spite leaving OPEC, continues
to suffer from the closure of the
Strait of Hormuz. Saudi Arabia,
despite its vast oil reserves,
cannot export via an alternative
route at a reasonable cost.
Interestingly, the Zionist regime
itself has not been immune
from this war. Israeli economic
analysts have reported that war
costs and the halt of gas exports
from joint fields with the region
have made the regime’s econ-
omy negative. The US, despite
Trump’s triumphalist  propa-
ganda, is facing a new wave of
inflation. Wall Street analysts
predict that inflation in the US
will exceed 4%, even assuming
a ceasefire.

$25bn or SItn? Hidden price (ag of America’s war on Iran

As the US-Iran conflict enters its third month, a heat-
ed clash on Capitol Hill has revealed a staggering dis-
crepancy between the Pentagon’s official figures and
the projected economic reality of the war, potentially

reaching $1 trillion.

In a tense hearing before the House Armed Servic-
es Committee, U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
found himself under sharp fire from lawmakers who
accuse the administration of drastically underestimat-
ing the financial burden of the ongoing war with Iran.
A recent investigation by Al Jazeera says that Penta-
gon officials, including acting comptroller Jay Hurst,
testified that the total cost of “Operation Epic Fury”
currently stands at approximately $25 billion. Hurst
explained that this sum largely reflects the direct
costs of munitions expended and equipment mainte-
nance over the past two months.

However, the hearing quickly devolved into a bitter
confrontation when Democratic leaders and econo-
mists rejected that figure as dangerously misleading.
Rep. Ro Khanna confronted Hegseth, arguing that
while the Pentagon counts missiles, the administra-
tion is ignoring the macroeconomic bleeding. “Do
you know how much it will cost Americans in terms
of their increased cost in gas and food?” Khanna
asked, estimating the real hit to the U.S. economy
could reach $631 billion—or roughly $5,000 per

household.

Economics asymmetric warfare

The disparity in costs is starkly illustrated by the daily
exchanges in the Strait of Hormuz. Reports indicate
that the U.S. has fired Patriot missiles costing $4 mil-
lion each to intercept Iranian Shahed drones worth as

little as $50,000.

Furthermore, the administration has requested a $1.5
trillion defense budget for the next fiscal year—a 42
percent increase marking the largest military spend-
ing expansion since World War II. Beyond the bombs,
Harvard economist Linda Bilmes—renowned for
accurately predicting the $3 trillion cost of the Iraq
War—uwarns that the long-term obligations for veter-
ans’ care and depleted weapons restocking will push
the final bill for the Iran war past $1 trillion.

Global fallout: World Bank warns of development in
reverse

Beyond Washington’s budget battles, the global econ-
omy is buckling under the weight of the conflict. Ac-
cording to a recent World Bank report, the war has
driven global commodity prices up by an average of
16% in 2026. The World Bank’s Chief Economist, In-
dermit Gill, warned that the shock spreads in “cumu-

lative waves”: first energy, then food, then generalized
inflation. The bank specifically warned that fertilizer
prices are set to rise 31%, which threatens to push up
to 45 million more people into acute food insecurity
worldwide if the Strait remains closed.

Strategic mission creep and domestic fallout

The United States is currently trapped in a strategic
“no-war, no-peace” equilibrium. Analysts note that

stockpiles of precision-guided munitions like Tom-

ahawk missiles, crucial for a potential peer conflict,

have been significantly depleted and may take up to

of the midterms.

four years to replenish. At home, with gas prices hit-
ting $4.23 a gallon and a Reuters/Ipsos poll showing
only 22% approval of Trump’s cost-of-living manage-
ment, the war has transformed from a foreign inter-
vention into a severe domestic political liability ahead
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Iranian engi-
neers set 99-day
record for power
plant unit instal-

lation

Iranian engineers have set a
new record by reducing the
installation and commis-
sioning time of a large-scale
Class E gas power unit to 99
days, significantly below the
global benchmark of seven
to eight months, a senior
official said.

Speaking to state radio, a
deputy at the Thermal Pow-
er Plants Holding Company
(TPPH) said the achieve-
ment was recorded during
the development of the Neka
Power Plant, where the
fourth gas unit was synchro-
nized with the national grid
21 days ahead of schedule.
He said the expansion pro-
ject includes two gas units
with a capacity of 183 meg-
awatts each and a 180-meg-
awatt steam unit operating
in a combined-cycle con-
figuration. The first unit had
already come online in July
last year, during a 12-day
conflict period, while the
second unit was connected
to the grid in late April this
year.

The official noted that de-
spite challenging conditions
during the Ramadan period
and the Nowruz holidays,
work on power plant devel-
opment projects continued
without interruption. On av-
erage, about 1,000 person-
nel were active daily across
23 project sites linked to
capacity expansion in both
public and private sector
power plants.

According to the official,
around 40 percent of the
installation and commis-
sioning process for the sec-
ond gas unit was completed
during this period. From the
arrival of main equipment
— including turbines, gen-
erators and transformers
— to electricity generation,
the entire process took just
99 days.

He said this breaks both the
previous domestic record of
130 days for the first unit at
the same site and the typical
global timeframe of seven
to eight months for similar
Class E gas units.

The units are fully domesti-
cally manufactured, with to-
tal investment estimated at
100 trillion rials (about $200
million). Originally designed
for a capacity of 159 mega-
watts, Iranian engineers up-
graded the units through en-
gineering modifications and
technological improvements
to reach 183 megawatts.
Efficiency has also in-
creased from 34 percent to
36.8 percent, and is expect-
ed to rise further to about 53
percent once the steam unit
is completed, transforming
the facility into a fully com-
bined-cycle power plant.
The project is expected to
supply electricity to around
240,000 people and play a
key role in boosting capac-
ity, supporting industrial,
commercial and household
consumers, and stabilizing
voltage and frequency in
the national grid, particu-
larly during peak summer
demand in northern regions
such as Mazandaran and
Tehran.
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Araghchi holds
talks with Ger-
man, Omani, Jap-
anese, and ltalian
counterparts to
end the war

In a concerted diplomatic push
to halt the US-Israeli war of ag-
gression against Iran, Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi has
held a series of telephone con-
versations with his counterparts
from Germany, Oman, Japan,
and Italy over the past 48 hours,
outlining Tehran’s initiatives for
ending the conflict and restoring
regional peace.

During a phone call on Sunday,
Araghchi and German Foreign
Minister Johann Wadephul ex-
plored practical ways to bring
an end to the imposed war. The
Iranian top diplomat briefed his
German counterpart on Teh-
ran’s active diplomatic initiatives
and efforts to find a way out of
the current crisis.

In a separate conversation,
Araghchi  discussed bilateral
relations and regional devel-
opments with Omani Foreign
Minister Sayyid Badr bin Ham-
ad Al Busaidi. Araghchi also
briefed the Omani minister on
a new proposal recently deliv-
ered to Pakistan—which has
been serving as a mediator for
indirect negotiations with the
United States—aimed at per-
manently ending the war and
establishing lasting peace in the
region.

Also late on Saturday, Araghchi
held separate phone talks with
his Japanese and Italian coun-
terparts, Toshimitsu Motegi and
Antonio Tajani, outlining Teh-
ran’s diplomatic push to end the
war and stressing the need for
responsible international action.
In his call with Motegi, Araghchi
discussed bilateral ties, region-
al developments, and ongoing
Iranian  diplomatic initiatives
aimed at reducing tensions. He
provided the Japanese minister
with an update on the latest dip-
lomatic developments.
Speaking with Italy’s Tajani,
Araghchi focused on the se-
curity, legal, and economic
consequences of the US-Israeli
military aggression. He updated
the Italian minister on cease-
fire-related developments and
the broader diplomatic efforts,
emphasizing the importance of
a responsible role by European
countries in the process.

The Iranian foreign minis-
ter expressed regret over the
“non-constructive and irrespon-
sible approach” of some Euro-
pean countries, which he said
continue to repeat “incorrect
clichés” regarding Iran’s nucle-
ar issue. Araghchi reaffirmed
that Iran’s nuclear program is
“absolutely peaceful” and urged
those countries to condemn the
US-Israeli aggression and hold
the aggressors accountable for
gross violations of international
humanitarian law.

The United States and Israel
launched an unprovoked war
of aggression against Iran while
indirect negotiations between
Tehran and Washington re-
garding Iran’s peaceful nuclear
program were still underway.
During the conflict, the Israeli
regime assassinated the Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei,
as well as several senior Irani-
an commanders. In one of the
war’s deadliest attacks, a school
in the southern city of Minab
was bombed, killing 168 people,
including  schoolchildren.
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Iran not keen
on Marco Oc-

tavio’s return

One of the joys of spring is the variety
of delicious fresh fruits and vegetables
that appear. The local selection will vary
depending on where you are, but fresh
spring produce is nutritious, colorful, and
a great addition to the new season’s menu.
1. Apricots

Apricots from California become available
in May. They have a delicate flavor some-
where between a plum and a peach. They
should smell sweet, have smooth skin,
and be a consistent orange-gold.1
Benefits include:23

USDA Food Data Central. Apricots, raw.

* Apricots are a good source of fiber/

* They provide antioxidants like beta-caro-

By: PARISA JAMADI

tene, which may help protect against some
cancers and heart disease, and are also
good for healthy skin.

e They contain lutein and zeaxanthin,
which support vision.

2. Avocados

Benefits include:

e Avocados are nutrient-dense, packed
with fiber, potassium, folate, magnesium,
vitamin E, and vitamin K, as well as phy-
tonutrients including beta-carotene, lutein,
and zeaxanthin.4

e There is some evidence that avocados
may also lower the risk of type 2 diabe-
tes.5

3. Cherries

Brazilian beach soccer coach Marco Oc-
tavio has previously expressed interest
in working with Iran’s national team as
a technical advisor, but the Iran Football
Federation appears reluctant to cooperate
with him. lran’s national beach soccer
team won the championship at the 2026
Asian Beach Games under the guidance of
Ali Naderi. Octavio, who previously served

as the national team’s head coach, said in
an interview with ISNA that he would like
to join the setup.

“I'will speak with my captain Ali Naderi
and the Iran Football Federation. | would
like to help Naderi as a technical advisor
in the next World Cup project. It would be
a dream to use my experience to help Iran
win this world title,” Octavio said.

Some Nutritious Spring Fruits
and Vegetahles to Add to Your Plate Right Now

Source: https://www.verywellhealth.com/spring-fruits-and-vegetables-11935549

Benefits include:6

e Cherrigs are rich in fiber and vitamin C
and contain anthocyanins that may help
prevent certain cancers.

* Cherries are also a source of melatonin,
which promotes sleep and helps your
body produce new cells.

4. Mangoes

Benefits include:67

» Mangoes are particularly rich in vitamin
C, and supply a good deal of copper and
folate.

e They are also a good source of flavo-
noids, which help regulate blood pressure
and may protect against certain cancers.
5. Strawberries

Strawberry benefits include:6

* Strawberries are higher in vitamin C than
oranges and contain flavonoids that can
help reduce inflammation.

« Strawberries are rich in plant compounds
like anthocyanins, which help regulate
blood pressure and cholesterol.

* They have a low glycemic index, making
them a sweet choice that won't spike your
blood sugar.13

6. Asparagus

Asparagus benefits include:15

e |t is easy to digest and a good source of
fiber and folate.

* |t supplies vitamin A, vitamin C, and vi-
tamin K.

[ran placed m Pot 1 of 2027 AKC Astan Cup

» Asparagus is high in saponins, soap-like
compounds that can lower cholesterol
and have anti-cancer and anti-fungal ef-
fects.16

e |t also contains a variety of antioxidants
and flavonoids that may lower your risk of
cardiovascular disease and help regulate
blood pressure.1715

7. Broccoli

Benefits include:24

* Broccoli is a rich source of fiber, vitamins
A, C, and K, and minerals including calci-
um, potassium, and iron.

* Broccoli also contains compounds that
may have antioxidant, anti-inflammatory,
and anticancer effects.

Iran national football team have been placed in Pot 1 of the 2027
AFC Asian Cup, which will be the 19th edition of the tournament and

is set to be hosted by Saudi Arabia.

The Asian Football Confederation (AFC) has confirmed the seeding
pots for the final draw, which will take place on May 9, 2026, in
Riyadh. Iran, currently ranked 21st in the FIFA World Rankings, will
join an elite group of five other teams in the top pot.

The full list is as follows:

Pot 1: Saudi Arabia (hosts, FIFA rank: 61), Japan (18), Iran (21),
South Korea (25), Australia (27), Uzbekistan (50)

US President Donald Trump recently
stated explicitly that the US Navy, in car-
rying out Washington’s so-called naval
blockade of Iranian ports, behaves “like
pirates.”

This confessional speech by Trump once
again proved that in the logic of the Unit-
ed States—which claims hegemonic
power in the world—there is no such
thing as international law, and the liber-
al democratic system has openly shifted
from liberalism to the law of the jungle.
Previously, Joseph Nye, the soft power
theorist who passed away a few months
ago, predicted that Trump would squan-
der America’s soft power and governance
credibility.

But the main focus of this note is to ad-
dress Trump’s confession to committing
piracy from the perspective of human
rights.

Over the past nearly four decades (since
1990 and the era of the superpower’s
global dominance), the US has always at-

concluded

Being in Pot 1 ensures that Team Melli will avoid facing fellow
top seeds — Japan, South Korea, Australia, Uzbekistan, and
hosts Saudi Arabia — in the group stage. This gives Iran a more

tached a human rights appendix to every
political action and foreign policy move
in order to maintain its human rights
posture. It pursued this human rights
maneuver with two main goals: first,
to lend credibility to Washington’s soft
power and a humanitarian image of the
United States; and second, to use human
rights as a lever to pressure independent
states and exact concessions.

The fact that Trump has torn off the US
mask and explicitly and openly regards
Washington’s foreign policy governance
as that of pirates carries several impor-
tant implications from a human rights
perspective.

First, human rights have undergone a
paradigm shift; commitment and law
have been removed from the text and es-
sence of human rights, replaced by force
and brutality.

Second, a view that regards power in
international relations as akin to pirates,
declares it openly, and in fact takes pride

)

m

Pot 2: Qatar (55), Iraq (57), Jordan (63), United Arab Emirates (68),
Oman (76), Bahrain (80)
Pot 3: China (88), Saudi Arabia — already placed as hosts — will
be replaced in this pot by the next highest-ranked team from the
qualification process, which includes the remaining qualified sides.
(Note: Pots 3 and 4 will be finalized after all qualifying matches are

Human
I1ohts
clamants
and pirates:

The mask

comes off

in this piracy, has a clear meaning: the
return of Western human rights to Hob-
besian theory, which sees man as a wolf
to man. In this human rights puzzle, man
is free to tear apart and be a vampire like
a wolf. This is precisely where Trump and
Netanyahu are tied together, becoming
sympathetic and aligned with each oth-
er, because both have beheaded human
rights to achieve their sinister interests.
Third, the current human rights or-
der—based on UN human rights, whose
foundation is Western human rights—
has collapsed. If the UN’s human rights
mechanisms and institutions had a real
and tangible existence, Trump should
have been prosecuted as a major violator
of human rights and international law, or
at least his statements should have been
condemned.

Therefore, we must hope that a new or-
der is established, and that human rights
claimants do not openly and clearly call
themselves pirates in broad daylight.

favorable path in the early rounds of the tournament as they aim

for a fourth Asian Cup title, having previously won in 1968, 1972,

and 1976.

of 16.

The 2027 AFC Asian Cup will feature 24 teams divided into
six groups of four. The top two from each group, along with
the four best third-placed teams, will advance to the Round

This edition marks the first time Saudi Arabia will host the Asian
Cup, and it promises to be a showcase of Asia’s finest football talent
under the banner of Asia’s crown jewel.

e

The director general of fishing ports
development and management
at the Iran Fisheries Organization
(IFO) outlined actions taken in the
previous Iranian calendar year 1404
(ended in late March), pointing to
the implementation of around 16
major projects in the fishing ports
sector, including breakwater con-
struction, wharves, dredging of
basins, and expansion of support
buildings and core infrastructure
along the southern coasts (the Per-
sian Gulf and the Oman Sea).
According to Ministry of Agricul-
ture, Mohammad Taheri also an-
nounced the completion of five port
projects which, after being handed
over to provincial fisheries bodies
and operators, were officially inau-
gurated and brought into operation
with the presence of senior officials.
He noted that despite unforeseen
challenges and the severe condi-
tions of the imposed war, effective
steps were taken toward the con-
struction, completion, and devel-
opment of fishing ports across the
country. These efforts aimed to
upgrade infrastructure, improve ef-
ficiency, and enhance working con-
ditions for fishermen.

The official acknowledged that
some projects faced limitations

[ran advances 16 fishertes
port projects, completes b last year

or partial suspension due to war-
time conditions, stressing that the
department, in coordination with
the organization’s leadership, pri-
oritized projects and continued
pursuing key initiatives with full
commitment. He expressed hope
that with improved conditions, full
implementation of these projects
would resume.

Taheri said that out of the total ap-
proved budget of 42 trillion rials
(about $84 million) for the previous
year, only 6.0 trillion rials (about
14.3 percent) had been allocated.
Despite the funding constraints,
efforts focused on optimizing re-
source management to achieve the
best possible outcomes.

He added that around 20 trillion ri-
als (about $40 million) in funding is
projected for the current year un-
der capital asset development pro-
grams, with additional allocations
expected from the Makran coastal
development plan and the presi-
dential office for rural and deprived
areas. If these funds materialize,
at least seven new projects will be
launched while 13 ongoing projects
will continue, signaling a positive
outlook for expanding fishing port
infrastructure and strengthening
sector capacity.
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