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US war on Iran: Chi-

nese president urges

immediate, compre-
hensive ceasefire

Chinese President Xi Jinping has
called for an “immediate and com-
prehensive ceasefire” between Iran
and the United States as President
Donald Trump intensifies threats
against Tehran.

China has maintained a critical
stance toward the US-Israeli war on
Iran, which erupted on February 28.
Tehran and Washington reached a
fragile two-week ceasefire on April 8
after 39 days of joint US and Israeli
military operations. Despite large-
scale strikes across the country,
the war failed to destroy Iran’s core
military capabilities or reshape the
nation’s leadership structure in favor
of Washington and Tel Aviv.
Nonetheless, President Trump once
again threatened Sunday to wipe out
“every single power plant and every
single bridge in Iran” if Tehran walks
away from a deal before the two-
week ceasefire expires. Trump also
imposed a naval blockade on Iranian
ports a week ago, which Iranian of-
ficials say violates the terms of the
truce. In response to the continued
blockade, Iran closed the Strait of
Hormuz on Saturday. Since the out-
set of the war, Iran has asserted full
control over the strategic waterway,
preventing vessels affiliated with its
adversaries from transiting.

In a phone call with Saudi Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman
on Monday, the Chinese president
called for the restoration of normal
transit through the Strait of Hormuz.
He also urged Iran and the US to pri-
oritize dialogue.

“China calls for an immediate and
comprehensive ceasefire, supports
all efforts to restore peace and in-
sists disputes be resolved through
political and diplomatic means,” Xi
said.

He stated that China supports re-
gional nations in “building a shared
home of neighborliness, develop-
ment, security and cooperation and
taking their future and destiny into
their own hands” to promote region-
al stability.

The conversation underscores Chi-
na’s established role as a neutral
powerbroker in the Middle East re-
gion. Building on the historic 2023
Beijing-brokered  rapprochement
that restored diplomatic relations
between Riyadh and Tehran, Pres-
ident Xi is leveraging this existing
trust to prevent the current conflict
from spilling into a wider regional
war.

Last week, Xi suggested a four-point
proposal for promoting peace in the
Middle East.

First, he put emphasis on the prin-
ciple of peaceful coexistence. He
urged regional nations to improve
relations to establish a sustainable
security architecture that rejects the
“law of the jungle” and bloc confron-
tation.

Second, he called on countries to
respect the principle of national sov-
ereignty, emphasizing that the terri-
torial integrity of nations must not be
violated under any pretext.

Third, he stated that to prevent the
world from reverting to a state of
chaos, it is imperative to firmly up-
hold the international system with
the United Nations at its core, rather
than a “rules-based order” defined
by a single power.

Finally, Xi said that all countries
should combine development with
security. He noted that China would
share its modernization efforts to
strengthen regional progress, as-
serting that economic development
is the ultimate safeguard for lasting
peace.

China has repeatedly criticized US
military operations and pressure on
Iran, saying they undermine region-
al stability. Beijing has also officially
labeled the US naval blockade of
Iranian ports as “irresponsible and
dangerous.”
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According to the statistics of the
Iranian Steel Producers Asso-
ciation (ISPA), steel production
in Iran during the past Iranian
calendar year 1404 (ended
on March 20) has recorded a
growth of over six percent.
Mehr News Agency reports that
the Iranian Steel Producers As-
sociation has published the sta-
tistics for the year 1404 of the
country’s steel chain.
Accordingly, despite intensi-
fied energy restrictions, due
to optimal management and
the introduction of new capac-
ities—both in production and in
energy self-sufficiency by steel-
makers—Iran’s steel produc-
tion increased by 6.2 percent.
Thus, Iran’s steel production in
1404 reached 32.1 million tons,
equaling the production level of
1402.

The total production volume of
steel products in the country in
1404, however, experienced a
reverse trend, declining by 1.8
percent. Meanwhile, sponge
iron recorded the highest pro-
duction growth among steel
chain products, with a 16-per-
cent increase. However, in the
upstream of the steel chain,
production of pellets and iron
ore concentrate remained at
the same levels as the previous
year.

According to this report, the
significant growth in sponge
iron production—due to new
capacities coming online on one
hand—and the stabilization of
pellet and iron ore concentrate
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[ran’s annual steel production moreases 6%

production on the other hand,
indicates a worsening short-
age of raw materials for direct
reduction units. However, with
the shutdown of more than 14
million tons of sponge iron pro-
duction capacity due to damag-
es caused by the third imposed
war, this shortage will be tem-
porarily absent.

A 3.8-percent increase in steel
ingot production against a
1.1-percent decrease in long
steel product production indi-
cates the need to develop steel
ingot exports. It is noteworthy
that the shutdown of more than
two million tons of steel ingot
capacity due to the third im-
posed war can be compensated
by activating idle capacities for
producing this product.
Production of various steel
sheets in 1404 remained almost
at the level of the previous year.
Meanwhile, slab production
saw a double-digit growth of
10.2 percent. Unfortunately,
due to the damages inflicted
on slab-producing companies
during the imposed war, the
balance of the flat steel prod-
ucts chain has been disrupted,
making the import of slabs and
hot-rolled sheets necessary and
urgent.

Iran’s steel industry is a corner-
stone of its non-oil economy,
having grown into a significant
global player. In 2025, the coun-
try produced approximately 32
million tons of crude steel, se-
curing its position as the world’s
10th-largest producer.

Beyond crude steel, Iran is a
major force in the global direct
reduced iron (DRI) market.
The nation produced roughly
37 million tons of DRI in 2025,
accounting for about a quar-
ter of the world’s total supply.
This DRI is used by its modern
electric arc furnace (EAF) mills,
which form the backbone of its
steelmaking capacity. However,
the industry has faced severe
headwinds. In early 2026, mili-
tary strikes on key facilities, in-
cluding the country’s two larg-
est steel plants, caused major
disruptions. This came on top
of long-standing challenges like
international sanctions, domes-
tic inflation, and energy short-
ages from power and gas cuts.
Despite these obstacles, the
sector remains a vital export
earner. It exports a signifi-
cant portion of its output, with
semi-finished steel products
being a primary driver. While its
immediate outlook is clouded
by conflict, Iran’s steel industry
is a testament to resilience and
strategic industrial development
on the global stage.

Iran’s steel industry produc-
es a comprehensive range of
products, from semi-finished
materials to value-added goods,
supporting construction, au-
tomotive, infrastructure, and
manufacturing. The sector can
be broken down into several key
categories:

Semi-Finished Steel

The industry’s backbone con-
sists of products like bhillet,

bloom, and slab, with Iran pro-
ducing over 20 million tons of
these in an eight-month period
alone.

Flat Steel Products

Led by Mobarakeh Steel Com-
pany (MSC), the largest steel
producer in the West Asia and
North Africa, Iran’s flat steel
output includes hot-rolled and
cold-rolled coils, as well as coat-
ed products such as galvanized
and pre-painted sheets. These
high-quality sheets are used in
major national projects, includ-
ing large-scale water pipelines.
Long Steel Products
Specialized in by companies
like Esfahan Steel Company
(ESCO), this segment includes:
* Rebar (reinforcement bars)
for construction

*  Structural  sections like
I-beams, H-profiles, channels,
and angles

* Railway rails — ESCO is Iran’s
sole producer of rail tracks
Tubular and Finished Steel
Products

These include various welded
pipes, galvanized tubes for wa-
ter and gas, and advanced au-
tomotive steel grades like CK45
and S650MC high-strength
sheets, which have recently
been produced locally to reduce
import dependence.

Overall, the diversity of prod-
ucts demonstrates Iran’s grow-
ing self-sufficiency and its role
as a significant global steel pro-
ducer.

According to the data released
by the World Steel Association
(WSA), Iran’s crude steel pro-
duction rose 15.1 percent year-
on-year to 2.6 million tons in
January 2026.

The figures show Iran main-
tained its position as the world’s
tenth-largest steel producer,
outperforming  the  broader
global trend.

Global crude steel production
across 69 countries totaled
147.3 million tons in January,
down 6.5 percent compared
with January 2025.

China, the world’s largest steel
producer, recorded a 13.9 per-
cent decline in output to 75.3
million tons. India produced
15.1 million tons, up 10.5 per-
cent year-on-year, while the
United States posted a 3.3
percent increase to 7.1 million
tons.

South Korea’s output rose 5.0
percent to 5.6 million tons. Ja-
pan produced 6.8 million tons,
down 0.5 percent, and Brazil's
production fell 1.4 percent to
2.7 million tons.

Germany registered a 15 per-
cent increase to 3.1 million
tons, while Russia’s output de-
clined 7.4 percent to 5.5 million
tons. Turkey produced 3.4 mil-
lion tons, up 5.8 percent year-
on-year.

The data indicate that while
global steel production con-
tracted at the start of 2026,
Iran expanded output at a dou-
ble-digit pace, consolidating its
ranking among leading produc-
ers.

According to World Steel As-
sociation’s  previous  report,
Iran’s steel production reached
three million tons in December
2025, registering more than 16
percent growth compared to the
same period last year.

The country remained in tenth
place globally with a total steel
production of approximately 32
million tons in 2025.

According to WSA data, the
world steel makers produced
1.849 billion tons of steel in
2025, a two percent decrease
compared to the same period
last year.

In the last month of 2025 (De-
cember), Iranian steelmakers
produced three million tons of
steel, showing a 16.2 percent
growth compared to the same
period in 2024. In total (from
January to December 2025),
Iran’s steel production reached
31.8 million tons, a 1.4 percent
growth compared to the same
period last year.

The report indicates that global
steel production in December
2025 reached 139.6 million
tons, a 3.7 percent decrease
compared to the same period
in 2024.

According to World Steel Asso-
ciation statistics, China, as the
world’s largest steel producer,
has faced a decline in produc-
tion. China’s steel production
from January to December
2025 decreased by 4.4 percent
to 960.8 million tons, and in
December 2025, Chinese steel-
makers produced 68.2 million
tons of steel, a 10.3 percent
decrease compared to the same
period last year.

Diplomatic protection: An underutihzed tool to counter sanctions, blockades & coercion

In an analysis to be published by CovertAction, in-
ternational law expert Alfred de Zayas argues that
diplomatic protection remains one of the most un-
derutilized legal tools available to states seeking to
counter unilateral sanctions, financial blockades,
and other forms of economic coercion.

As unilateral coercive measures—often labeled as
sanctions—continue to expand across the glob-
al political landscape, de Zayas warns that their
humanitarian consequences are becoming in-
creasingly severe. He contends that many of these
measures, particularly those imposed by individ-
ual states or regional blocs, lack legal legitimacy
under international law when not authorized by
the United Nations Security Council.

According to de Zayas, diplomatic protection pro-
vides governments with a lawful mechanism to
defend citizens and corporations harmed by such
measures. This tool can include formal diplomatic
protests, arbitration, legal proceedings before in-
ternational courts, and countermeasures. Despite
its legal foundation, however, he notes that states
rarely employ diplomatic protection systematical-
ly, even when their populations suffer significant
economic and humanitarian consequences.

The growing use of unilateral coercive measures
has raised concerns among international legal
experts and human rights advocates. De Zayas
highlights reports from United Nations officials
documenting the negative impact of sanctions on
access to food, medicine, and essential services.
These measures, he argues, often disrupt supply

chains, weaken economies, and exacerbate pover-
ty, particularly in developing countries.

He also references academic studies examining
the broader humanitarian impact of econom-
ic restrictions. In some cases, researchers have
linked sanctions to increased mortality, reduced
healthcare access, and widespread economic in-
stability. Such outcomes, de Zayas suggests, may
constitute violations of international human rights
obligations.

The legal basis for diplomatic protection is well
established in international law. The principle, ar-
ticulated in early legal doctrines and reinforced by
international courts, recognizes the right of states
to defend their nationals when harmed by unlaw-
ful actions of other states. Over time, this concept
has expanded to include not only individuals but
also corporations and broader economic interests.
De Zayas points to several landmark rulings by
international tribunals that have shaped the doc-
trine. These cases affirmed that states may pursue
legal action on behalf of their citizens and seek
compensation for damages caused by interna-
tionally wrongful acts. More recent decisions,
he notes, demonstrate that diplomatic protection
remains relevant in contemporary disputes involv-
ing economic and financial measures.

He also emphasizes that the responsibility of
states to protect their citizens may be evolving.
Traditionally considered discretionary, diplomat-
ic protection could increasingly be viewed as an
obligation, particularly in cases involving severe

humanitarian consequences. In such circum-
stances, failure to act may itself raise legal and
ethical concerns.

The analysis also underscores the potential role of
international courts in addressing unilateral sanc-
tions. De Zayas argues that affected states could
challenge such measures before judicial bodies,
relying on existing legal precedents and human
rights treaties. These mechanisms, he suggests,
provide a structured framework for resolving dis-
putes and reinforcing international legal norms.
Furthermore, de Zayas calls for greater coopera-
tion among countries affected by unilateral coer-
cive measures. He argues that coordinated diplo-
matic and legal action could strengthen efforts to
challenge sanctions and reduce their humanitari-
an impact. Such cooperation, he says, may also
help reaffirm principles of sovereignty and non-in-
tervention in international relations.

As geopolitical tensions continue to shape glob-
al economic policies, the debate over unilateral
sanctions is likely to intensify. De Zayas’s analysis
highlights diplomatic protection as a practical le-
gal avenue that states could employ more actively.
While often overlooked, diplomatic protection may
offer governments a pathway to defend their citi-
zens, challenge economic coercion, and reinforce
international law. In an era marked by increasing
economic pressure and geopolitical competition,
de Zayas suggests that this longstanding legal
doctrine could regain renewed relevance in global
diplomacy.
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Iran reject EU’s
stance on Strait
of Hormuz as

‘hypocritical’
Iran’s  Foreign  Ministry
spokesperson Esmaeil

Bagaei has accused the Eu-
ropean Union of “chronic
hypocrisy” on international
law, following remarks by
the EU’s top diplomat de-
manding unconditional ac-
cess through the Strait of
Hormuz.

Bagaei’s response came af-
ter EU High Representative
Kaja Kallas posted on X that
transit through the Strait
must remain open and free
of charge under interna-
tional law. Kallas warned
Iran against any “pay-for-
passage scheme,” calling it
a dangerous precedent for
global maritime routes, and
demanded Tehran abandon
any plan to levy transit fees.
Bagaei fired back: “Europe’s
chronic failure to comply
with international law has
turned its lectures on ‘in-
ternational law’ into a clear
manifestation of hypocrisy.”
The European official’s re-
marks come at a time when
the Strait was open until
February 28, 2026 — when
a US and Israeli attack on
Iran caused its closure. Eu-
rope’s inaction in response
to that aggression has
drawn protests from human
rights organizations, which
accuse the Union of a dou-
ble standard in its approach
to Iran versus the war in
Ukraine.

Expanding on lIran’s posi-
tion, Reza Nasri, an inter-
national lawyer and foreign
policy analyst, outlined four
key arguments supporting
Tehran’s stance.

First, Nasri argues that
Western insistence on “un-
conditional” access to the
Strait ignores the central
reality of the recent war:
the waterway was weap-
onized to launch an exis-
tential armed attack against
Iran, making unconditional
access legally and morally
indefensible.

Second, he notes that Iran’s
decision to restrict passage
to belligerent-linked vessels
was not an arbitrary closure
but a proportionate exercise
of self-defence under Article
51 of the UN Charter.

Third, Nasri points to the
dense network of US mili-
tary bases surrounding the
Gulf in Bahrain, Qatar, the
UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Ku-
wait. These installations, he
argues, transform the Strait
from a neutral international
corridor into an extension
of a hostile military perim-
eter. Unless these bases are
removed, he contends, the
Strait cannot be treated as
a standard international wa-
terway.

Finally, Nasri calls for a
fundamental shift in how
international waterways
are conceptualized, arguing
that new safeguards must
be codified to prevent future
misuse of straits as con-
duits for existential threats.
The standoff over the Strait
of Hormuz remains one of
the most volatile flashpoints
in global maritime security,
with roughly one-fifth of the
world’s oil supplies passing
through its waters daily.
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Pezeshkian: We
aim to end the
war with dignity
and wisdom

President Masoud Pezeshki-
an has emphasized the need
for wise management of the
current situation, stating that
Iran is striving to overcome
this difficult period with dig-
nity, wisdom, and in lran’s
goodwill, while planning for
post-war reconstruction with
the support of the lranian
people.

During an unannounced vis-
it to a fire station in Tehran,
Pezeshkian expressed his
gratitude to firefighters and
emergency personnel for
their round-the-clock efforts
throughout the 40-day war
waged by the United States
and the Israeli regime against
Iran.

Addressing the forces, the
President described intelli-
gent crisis management as
the key to a dignified reso-
lution. He noted that follow-
ing the end of hostilities, the
country will inevitably face
challenges in reconstruction,
financial resource allocation,
and market regulation —
realities that require careful
management and public co-
operation.

Pezeshkian also stressed
the importance of avoiding
further escalation, stating:
“Continued conflict serves no
one’s interest— neither ours,
nor the opponent’s, nor the
future of the region. To the
extent that we can manage
issues with logic and calm, it
will benefit everyone.”

Qalibaf warns
global oil traders
against ‘House of

Cards’ pricing

Iranian Parliament Speaker
Mohammad Bagher Qalibaf
has cautioned global oil mar-
ket participants against rely-
ing on unreliable “vibe-trad-
ing digital oil,” urging them
instead to focus on real phys-
ical oil transactions.

In a message posted in Eng-
lish on his X account on Mon-
day, Qalibaf warned traders
as markets reopened, calling
on them to avoid being mis-
led by a “house of cards that
works on paper.”
“Vibe-trading digital oil is like
vibe-hedging in treasuries
during Hormuz risk-off. Both
share one house of cards that
works on paper,” he wrote.
He quickly added, “Differ-
ence: oil at least has Dated
Brent. Treasuries? Vibes all
the way down.”

He is using financial market
shorthand to say: “Look up
the price of Russian Urals
crude oil in Europe on your
Bloomberg Terminal if you
want to see the real market,
not the fake ‘vibe’ market.”
Iran has maintained control
over the Strait of Hormuz
since the United States and
the Israeli regime launched a
war of aggression against the
country on February 28.

In a televised interview on
Saturday night, Ghalibaf reit-
erated that “the Strait of Hor-
muz is under the control of
the Islamic Republic of Iran,”
and warned, “If the US does
not abandon its blockade,
traffic in the Strait of Hormuz
will certainly be restricted.”
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NYC mayor:
$500 million

spent daily on
crimes against
Eeople of Iran,

ebanon

The mayor of New York has criticized
the US administration for spending
$500 million a day on killing the people
of Iran and Lebanon. In an interview
with US National Public Radio (NPR),
Zahran Mamdani condemned federal
government policies, saying: “We're
talking about a federal administration
that has spent close to $30 billion kill-

Fating Nuts May Help Reduce Food
(ravings, Promote Wetght Management

Source:
By:

Young adults with a higher risk of meta-
bolic syndrome may benefit from eating
nuts, researchers say.

* A new study suggests that swapping
high carb snacks for nuts can help curb
sweet cravings.

* Participants at risk for metabolic syn-
drome who made the switch also tended
to increase their protein intake.

* Nuts are high in satiating nutrients like
healthy fats, protein, and fiber.

« If you're allergic to tree nuts, seeds can
make a good substitute.

Swapping your usual between-meal
snacks for a handful of mixed tree nuts
could help cut cravings for sweets and
fast food and improve the overall quality
of your diet.

Researchers found that young adults at
higher risk for metabolic syndrome who
snacked on nuts daily for 16 weeks re-
ported fewer urges for sugary and salty
treats, ate more protein-rich foods, and
scored better on a measure of diet quality.
Here’s what you need to know about the
metabolic health benefits of nut con-
sumption.

Nuts vs. high carb snacks

The research team at Vanderbilt Universi-
ty Medical Center recruited 84 males and
females between the ages of 22 and 36.
All participants had at least one risk factor
for metabolic syndrome — a cluster of
conditions, such as high blood pressure,
excess belly fat, and abnormal cholesterol
levels, that raise the risk for heart disease

and diabetes.

To qualify, participants had to have main-
tained a stable weight for at least three
months and fall within a specific body
mass index (BMI) range.

Those with nut allergies, chronic diseases
like diabetes, or certain lifestyle factors
such as smoking were excluded.

Before the main part of the trial began,
everyone went through a two-week “run-
in” period, eating a balanced diet that in-
cluded typical high-carbohydrate snacks
but no nuts.

After that, participants were randomly as-
signed to one of two groups:

* Tree nuts snack group: Ate a 33.5-gram
mix of unsalted raw almonds, walnuts,
pecans, macadamia nuts, hazelnuts, pis-

y

.

tachios, and cashews twice a day.

* High-carbohydrate snack group: Ate
snacks such as pretzels, animal crackers,
graham crackers, or granola bars twice a
day.

Both snack types were similar in calories,
protein, fiber, and sodium, and were eaten
between 6:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.
Participants met with registered dietitians
every two weeks to receive counseling
and their pre-portioned snacks.

The study lasted 16 weeks, during which
researchers measured food cravings,
daily food intake, and overall diet quality
at both the start and end. They also col-
lected blood samples to look at hormones
related to appetite.

Nuts led to fewer sweet cravings, higher

ing thousands of people at a time when
working-class people across this coun-
try cannot afford the bare minimum.”
“And to be told that a city-run grocery
store is implausible, but spending
more than $500 million a day to kil
people in Iran and Lebanon is not only
plausible but necessary — it speaks to
a broken kind of politics,” he added.

protein intake

By the end of the study, the nut-snacking
group showed notable changes in their
eating habits and cravings.

Participants who ate tree nuts reported:

* Less craving for sweets and fast food

* Reduced preference for sweet taste

* Eating fewer sugary and salty snacks

* Eating more protein-rich foods

In contrast, the high-carbohydrate snack
group did not see significant changes
in food cravings or diet quality. In fact,
they showed a small decrease in fruit
consumption, an increase in daily calo-
rie intake of approximately 350 calories,
and an average weight gain of roughly 0.8
kilograms (about 1.8 pounds) over the
16-week period.

Tears among the rubble; Foreion diplomats witness aftermath of strikes on Tehran cvilians

On April 20, a solemn tour brought foreign ambassadors, chargés d’affaires, along
with domestic and international journalists, face to face with the human cost of
recent strikes on Tehran, as they visited civilian, educational, and historical sites
damaged during the latest round of conflict.

The visit began at Gandhi Hospital, which was hit on the second day of the war.
Once a place of hope and healing, the hospital now stands silent—its operations
suspended, its wards emptied, and its future uncertain. Corridors that once echoed
with the urgency of doctors and patients are now scarred by destruction, their still-

ness heavy with loss.

Witnesses described shattered windows, damaged medical equipment, and rooms

abandoned in haste. For many present, the devastation extended far beyond phys-
ical damage—it reflected disrupted lives, halted treatment, and a community left

grappling with the consequences.
As the delegation moved on to other affected are

hoods, schools, and cultural landmarks—the scale of the destruction became even
more evident. Each stop revealed another layer of civilian suffering and disruption.
Throughout the visit, a lingering question cast a shadow over the tour: will the

voices of those affected be heard beyond the

For the visiting diplomats, the scenes were difficult to ignore. For Tehran’s resi-

dents, they are impossible to forget.

as—including residential neighbor-

se streets?

[ran: The rismg global power

The escalating and reckless threat to
annihilate a civilization as historic as
Persia’s openly acknowledges that Don-
ald Trump has utterly failed to achieve
his objectives, despite employing every
means at his disposal.

The catastrophic failure of the Isfahan
operation proved to be the final breaking
point. In this climate of fevered delusion,
Iran’s proposals were accepted as a
foundation for a potential agreement—a
move born of sheer desperation after
exhausting every possible means to
achieve their desired ends.

The final attempt—a ground invasion—
was trialed in Isfahan, with shocking
results, including the destruction of air-
craft. When combined with the repeat-
ed, unmet objectives of seizing highly
enriched nuclear material, dismantling
the missile arsenal, and confronting so-
called “proxy” forces along with their
support and funding, the outcome was
total failure. It was at this juncture that
despair peaked.

This culminated in the realization that
reaching an agreement—and dealing
with the new balance of power that actu-
ally exists on the ground—uwas the only
viable path forward. These are the forces
that now dictate reality. The U.S. and the
Israeli occupation entity exhausted every
available tool and achieved nothing. They
belatedly grasped the irreversible stage
reached by Iran and its allies—a sober
acknowledgment that Iran is not Vene-
zuela, that it cannot be cowed by threats,
and that it is a nation that would choose
death over surrender.

The conclusion has been reached that a
return to war is not feasible, given the
inability to define attainable objectives.
Even if no agreement is reached by April
21, renewed conflict remains unlikely—a
scenario that carries major repercussions
for the American presence in the region.
Having set out to confront Iran, the U.S.
now finds itself a hostage within reach of
Iranian influence at any moment.

This reality also poses a critical challenge
for the states on the southern shores of
the Persian Gulf. They now face a deci-

sive moment in determining their future
direction: whether to undergo internal
changes that threaten their traditional
structures, or to align themselves with
the new regional reality.

Allies will also have a major share in this
outcome. In Lebanon, after witnessing
the military capability of Hezbollah, that
entered the war as a unified front in sup-
port of Iran, it became clear that these
so-called “proxies” cannot be defeated.
Despite overwhelming force and de-
struction, they were neither eliminated,
not even in small Gaza, let alone Leba-
non. Failure occurred across all fronts,
reshaping the region. This will leave un-
answered questions for the Israeli occu-
pation entity, that will ultimately lead to
the decline of its role.

When Hezbollah is perceived as having
successfully prevented the enemy from
achieving any of its objectives—and is
backed by Iran with all available means—
the confrontation escalates from a local
and regional conflict to one of interna-
tional scope. Its inclusion in any agree-
ment thus becomes a non-negotiable
condition. This presents a rare model of
allied relations that strategically encircles
the Israeli occupation entity.

When Iran’s victory empowers its allies
as a decisive factor, it prevents the iso-
lation of any single front. The result is a
comprehensive victory across all theat-
ers: Gaza, Lebanon, Irag, and Yemen—
each reinforcing the others from a posi-
tion of strength.

This dynamic may also precipitate a re-
duction in the direct American military
presence in the region. The U.S. may
seek to secure its relations with these
emergent, powerful actors without re-
lying on a direct military footprint—a
presence that has proven incapable of
protecting the region, or even the Persian
Gulf states it was meant to defend.

The strategic setback will have wide-rang-
ing repercussions. Iran’s control over the
Strait of Hormuz has become a decisive
instrument that halted the war, given its
profound impact on the global economy
and on the United States itself. Conse-

quently, when objectives are reduced to
merely securing an agreement over the
Strait—an issue that was not even con-
tested before the conflict—it underscores
the failure of the entire campaign and the
collapse of major American threats.

Al Jazeera columnist Andrew Mitrovica
says, “Analysts now warn that the war
meant to weaken Tehran may leave it
stronger. Andrew Mitrovica says Iran is
winning because it adapts.

“Iran does not need air superiority to
impose pressure. It needs endurance. Its
‘mosaic’ strategy — layers of command
and decentralized power — means lead-
ers can be killed, but the system survives.

It turns vulnerability into resilience. It
turns time into a weapon,” he notes.
Robert Pape, professor of political sci-
ence at the University of Chicago, also
wrote an article in the New York Times on
April 6 headlined “The war is turning Iran
into a major world power”.

The Israel-U.S. war against Iran began on
Feb. 28.

“Iran is far stronger than it was just 40
days ago. It is in control of 20% of the
world’s oil. It is now an emerging fourth
center of power. ... The United States is
on one side, and the rivals are China, Rus-
sia and now lran,” Pape argues, adding,
“If Iranian control over the strait persists
for months or years, as | believe it may, it
will drastically reshape the global order to
the detriment of the United States.”

This outcome alone will significantly
strengthen Iran’s position and enhance
its global image, now thrust into the
spotlight. Iran’s true reality has been laid
bare—countering long-standing efforts
to distort it—while the once-flawless
image of the Israeli occupation entity has
been tarnished worldwide. These shifts
will lead to major, unpredictable conse-
quences.

This conflict may rank among the most
consequential in recent history, one from
which Iran has emerged with minimal
damage relative to the substantial stra-
tegic gains it has secured. Above all, it
has been transformed into a major, rising
global power.

Iran has intensified its criticism of
the United States’ approach to diplo-
macy, warning that continued incon-
sistencies and “bad faith” actions by
Washington could provoke a decisive
response, while also raising new con-
cerns over regional security, maritime
incidents, and the credibility of ongo-
ing mediation efforts.

Speaking at a weekly press confer-
ence on Monday, Foreign Ministry
spokesman Esmaeil Bagaei said Teh-
ran sees a widening gap between US
rhetoric and behavior, arguing that
such contradictions undermine trust
and cast doubt on the future of nego-
tiations.

“Words and actions are not consist-
ent,” Bagaei said, adding that Iran
will determine its next steps based
on national interests and strategic
priorities.

His remarks come amid fragile condi-
tions following a Pakistani-mediated
ceasefire that took effect on April 8.
Despite the agreement, Tehran says
Washington has continued hostile
measures, including a naval blockade
targeting Iranian ports and vessels—
actions Iran considers clear violations
of the ceasefire framework.

Baqgaei pointed to a recent US attack
on an Iranian commercial vessel in
the Sea of Oman as further evidence
of “aggression” and a breach of in-
ternational maritime norms. He said
the incident prompted a firm Iranian
response that forced US forces to
retreat.

Iran has since maintained restrictions
in the Strait of Hormuz, insisting the
situation will not normalize as long as
threats and blockade measures per-
sist. Bagaei stressed that the current
instability in the strategic waterway
stems directly from US and Israeli
military actions, noting that condi-
tions had been stable before the es-
calation.

Addressing recent reports of attacks

[ran vows appropriate response to
UN-Israel military ‘adventurism’

on two Indian vessels in the Strait
of Hormuz and subsequent claims
raised by Indian officials, Bagaei said
Iranian authorities are still investigat-
ing the incident and have not con-
firmed responsibility. He emphasized
that the broader security situation in
the Persian Gulf should be under-
stood in the context of ongoing mil-
itary pressure against Iran.

“We did not start this war,” he said.
“We have acted in defense of our sov-
ereignty and will continue to defend
our interests as long as necessary.”
The spokesman warned that any new
“adventurism” by the United States or
Israel would be met with an “appro-
priate and necessary response” from
Iran’s armed forces, which remain on
high alert.

Bagaei further argued that internal
political divisions within the United
States contribute to inconsistent pol-
icymaking, describing them as a key
factor behind ‘Washington’s “con-
fused and contradictory’ behavior. He
noted that segments of American so-
ciety and media have openly criticized
their government’s actions, suggest-
ing a disconnect between policymak-
ers and public opinion.

On the economic front, he said Iran
continues to utilize all available capac-
ities to sustain its oil exports despite
US-imposed restrictions.

Turning to Europe, Bagaei criticized
‘the selective application of interna-
tional law,” particularly in response to
calls by EU officials for Iran to reopen
the Strait of Hormuz. He argued that
international law “cannot be used as
a convenient tool” to pressure some
countries while ignoring violations by
others.

He pointed to ‘Western inaction over
conflicts in Gaza and Lebanon,’” as
well as support for US and Israeli mil-
itary actions, accusing European ac-
tors of prioritizing political alignment
over legal consistency.
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