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Iran stands firm as Situation
Room reviews options

Over 60m tons of
commodities transported on
Iran's roads in 48 days
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Iran stands firm as
Situation Room
reviews options

Iran’s mistrust of the United States
has deepened as Washington fac-
es accusations of undermining the
fragile two-week ceasefire reached
on April 8. From Tehran’s perspec-
tive, the United States is once again
demonstrating that it cannot be trust-
ed to honor agreements or respect
regional sovereignty.

From the very beginning of the joint
US-Israeli aggression on Febru-
ary 28, Iran’s military performance
reshaped the strategic landscape.
Within hours of the war’s outbreak,
Iranian forces asserted full control
over the Strait of Hormuz, declaring
that no military or commercial vessel
would pass without Tehran’s author-
ization. This decisive move stunned
Washington and its regional allies,
demonstrating Iran’s ability to im-
pose order in one of the world’s most
vital maritime corridors. The oper-
ation was described as a strategic
chokehold that neutralized hostile in-
tentions and prevented foreign forces
from exploiting the waterway.
Iran’s early battlefield successes ex-
tended far beyond Hormuz. Iranian
precision-guided missile strikes tar-
geted US-aligned positions across
the region. Iranian naval units exe-
cuted coordinated maneuvers that
forced US vessels to retreat from
contested zones. By the end of the
first week, Tehran declared that the
enemy had suffered a historic and
humiliating setback, a position ech-
oed by regional and international
observers who noted the unexpected
resilience and coordination of Iran’s
armed forces.

Although the April 8 ceasefire tem-
porarily paused direct clashes, ten-
sions around the Strait of Hormuz
remained high. Iran maintained that it
was exercising its lawful right to reg-
ulate passage until all ceasefire terms
were respected. On Saturday, Iranian
officials again asserted control over
the strait, emphasizing that while lim-
ited passage was being allowed, full
normalization would only occur once
the United States demonstrated com-
pliance with the agreement. Tehran
argued that responsible management
of Hormuz was necessary to prevent
escalation and ensure regional sta-
bility.

Inside Washington, the crisis trig-
gered urgent deliberations. US me-
dia reported that Trump convened a
Situation Room meeting on Saturday
to assess the status of the ceasefire
and consider further actions. Senior
officials debated the pace of nego-
tiations, access to the Strait of Hor-
muz, and whether the administration
should escalate pressure on Tehran
as the ceasefire deadline approaches.
Speaking later in the Oval Office,
Trump accused Iran of attempting
to “blackmail” the United States by
not fully reopening the Strait. He had
earlier warned that Washington was
prepared to renew the war if Iran did
not comply with US demands—ech-
oing the threats he made before the
ceasefire, when he vowed to destroy
“every power plant and major bridge
in lran” if the strait was not opened
by his deadline.

Iran rejects these accusations out-
right. Officials in Tehran argue that
the United States is responsible for
destabilizing the ceasefire through
continued military pressure, coercive
naval deployments, and threats that
violate the spirit of the April 8 agree-
ment. From Iran’s viewpoint, Wash-
ington’s approach reveals that the US
seeks domination, not dialogue.
Iran has also made clear that it will
not participate in any new round of
talks if the United States continues
maritime interference and pressure
tactics. Iranian officials insist that ne-
gotiations must be based on mutual
respect, not ultimatums. They argue
that the US cannot demand conces-
sions while simultaneously threat-
ening renewed war and imposed a
blockade on Iranian ports.

Petchem exports hits S10.6h in 15 months durmg [4th government

Iran’s petrochemical industry
has solidified its sustainable
growth trajectory under the
14th  government, breaking
new records in net sales, ex-
ports, and production capacity
expansion.

Over the 15-month period
from October 2024 to Decem-
ber 2025, the sector delivered
an outstanding performance,
highlighted by $150.6 billion in
petrochemical product exports,
derived from 37 million tons of
total production.

These exports played a key role
in securing foreign currency for
the country.

Officials emphasize that the
industry’s rapid capacity devel-
opment and strong global de-
mand have driven this historic
achievement. With continued
investment, Iran’s petrochemi-
cal sector is set to further boost
non-oil exports and economic
resilience.

Based on formulated strategic
plans, Iran’s petrochemical
industry will see a 37% leap
in production capacity by the
Iranian year 1412 (2033-2034)
through the implementation of
66 new projects and the com-
pletion of 45 semi-finished pro-
jects.

Accordingly, the National Pet-
rochemical Company of Iran
(NPC) has forecast the key es-
timates of this vision as follows:
- Year 1403 (2024-2025): Pro-
duction capacity of 96.6 million
tons and sales value of $12.7
billion. This figure reached 100
million tons of production in the
year 1404 (2025-2026).

- Year 1407 (2028-2029): Pro-
duction capacity of 131.5 mil-
lion tons and export value of
$26 billion.

Year 1412 (2033-2034):
Achieving a capacity of 182.7
million tons and a production
value of $46.4 billion.

To realize these goals, approx-
imately $246.1 billion in new
investment is required—a path
that will solidify Iran’s petro-
chemical industry as the undis-
puted top regional petrochemi-
cal power.

Iran’s petrochemical industry
has experienced one of its most
brilliant periods under the 14th
government, achieving $29.1
billion in net sales, extensive
product exports, and raising
nominal production capacity to
100 million tons.

The industry has set unprece-
dented records in net sales, ex-
ports, and production capacity
expansion, cementing its path
to sustainable growth.

From smart pricing governance
to an energy technology revo-
lution and the launch of major
national projects, the industry’s
track record shows that by the
Iranian year 1412 (2033-34),
Iran will become the region’s
undisputed petrochemical pow-
er with 182 million tons of vari-
ous petrochemical products.
Undoubtedly, petrochemicals
are among the most important
and export-oriented industries
for any country, and this ad-
vantage doubles when a nation
uses domestic resources to
supply  feedstock—meaning
low-cost local resources are
transformed into valuable ex-
port products relying on do-
mestic technology, engineering,
and production capability.

Iran possesses an extensive
petrochemical value chain, with
a real operating capacity of 100
million tons, providing signifi-
cant foreign exchange earnings.
However, in the first months of
the 14th government, these
production units faced seri-
ous fuel and feedstock supply
challenges. By 2025, neces-
sary measures largely resolved
these issues, and the National

Petrochemical Company re-
moved many obstacles.

To establish sustainable gov-
ernance and improve efficien-
cy, the National Petrochemical
Company has steered private
sector engagement and prod-
uct pricing dispute resolution
toward legal and economically
rational frameworks.

In 2025, with government ap-
proval and issuance, the Na-
tional Petrochemical Company
adopted a new approach to
pricing petrochemical prod-
ucts, aiming to create an effec-
tive governance framework.
This effort seeks to establish a
transparent, predictable envi-
ronment for constructive inter-
action among producers, con-
sumers, and regulators, while
resolving potential disputes
through specialized mecha-
nisms.

One of the toughest winters for
Iran’s petrochemical industry
was 2024, when fuel and feed-
stock shortages forced some
units to suspend production for
three months, causing tens to
hundreds of millions of dollars
in lost profit per company.
However, with the govern-
ment’s spring and summer
2025 approach to fuel supply
management, production stop-
pages were minimized.

By February 13, 2026 (24 Bah-
man 1404), gas restrictions
were lifted, allowing companies
to withdraw gas up to their ca-
pacity limits.

Hassan Abbaszadeh, the man-
aging director of the National
Petrochemical Company, noted
fluctuations in gas withdrawal
during mid-February: In Octo-
ber (Mehr), daily withdrawal
was around 90 million cubic
meters, at times dropping to
75, 60, or even 50 million, but
now an increasing trend has
begun, exceeding 100 million

cubic meters, with companies
preparing for full production
return. According to available
data, about 98% of petrochem-
ical supply and production ca-
pacity has been restored, and
exports have grown about 2%
compared to last year despite
all restrictions.

Since 2024, the National Pet-
rochemical Company has im-
plemented a plan to encourage
household fuel consumption
reduction.

The result was lower household
consumption in Mazandaran,
Gilan, and Golestan provinces.
Proceeds from savings funded
social services such as wheel-
chairs for the disabled, school
supplies, and standard home
heating equipment. The cam-
paign ran for a second consec-
utive year starting December
21,2025 (30 Azar 1404).
Abbaszadeh stated that under
signed agreements, several
petrochemical companies will
invest in areas like awareness
campaigns, equipment  re-
placement, and other energy
efficiency measures in Gilan,
Mazandaran, and Golestan
provinces.

These projects aim to reduce
natural gas use in households,
public facilities, greenhouses,
and poultry farms to sustain
petrochemical production.
Emphasizing the role of public
participation, he said without
people’s involvement, any plan
would be incomplete.

The main incentive for the
campaign’s second year is in-
creased public engagement in
the three northern provinces,
with results to be announced
via a prize draw in the coming
weeks.

He explained that due to direct
impact from gas imbalanc-
es, the petrochemical indus-
try decided to purposefully
address this area, selecting
three northern provinces as
pilots—regions with high gas
consumption in households,
public sectors, greenhouses,
and poultry farms.

This year's savings target is
double last year’s, estimating a
reduction of about 2 million cu-
bic meters per day over several
months, equivalent to the feed-
stock for one major petrochem-
ical plant.

Iran’s petrochemical industry
has moved from mere produc-
tion to value creation and tech-
nology in line with the Seventh
Development Plan’s goals.
Smart governance, export in-
frastructure development, lo-
calization of key technologies,
and value chain completion
have made this industry not

only a brilliant achievement of
the 14th government but also a
model of sustainable manage-
ment and knowledge-based ex-
ports for all of Iran’s industries.
Back in January, the manag-
ing director of National Petro-
chemical Company stated that
the company has set a goal of
increasing petrochemical pro-
duction capacity by over 130
million tons under the Seventh
National Development Plan.
Hassan Abbaszadeh said the
overall policies of program are
based on completing the in-
dustry’s value chain, which will
be achieved by a quantifiable
increase in the production ca-
pacity.

This is the first time that com-
pleting value chain has been fo-
cused in the country’s national
development plan, and a quan-
titative goal has been set for it,
he noted.

Abbaszadeh emphasized that
development policies and plans
should consider the production
of final products and move
towards value chain develop-
ment. He said balanced devel-
opment in the industry should
be given priority, and to this
end, completing the four main
chains of, propylene, ethylene,
and aromatics in the Seventh
National Development Plan has
been targeted, and annual plans
of the NPC are also aligned with
achieving these goals.

The NPC head said the most
significant achievement of the
petrochemical industry has
been its growth in line with pre-
venting raw material export.
“The petrochemical industry is
the embodiment of the value
chain completion in the oil in-
dustry,” he stressed.

The official considered sus-
tainable feedstock supply as a
pillar of the Seventh National
Development Plan for the pet-
rochemical industry. He added
that efforts are being made to
provide stock simultaneously
with capacity development.

To this end, various paths for
feedstock supply are under
consideration, and one of the
most important programs to
make up for stock shortages in
the short term is the collection
of flare gases, which, in addi-
tion to increasing feedstock,
also has a significant positive
impact on environment.

He stated that the main target
areas for collecting flare gases
are West Karoun, East Karoun,
Dehloran, and llam, where
most of the country’s flares are
located. He further mentioned
that multiple projects are un-
derway in the Isfahan region as
well to utilize associated gases.

War on Iran shrouds global economic polwy I deepenmg fog

The ongoing war between the US-Isra-
el alliance and Iran has plunged global
economic policymaking into deep uncer-

tainty.

The conflict is making monetary poli-
cy assessment “very difficult. “With no
clarity on the war’s duration or trajecto-
ry, forward planning has become nearly

impossible.

Policymakers stress there is no transpar-

moment.

arrives daily.

The war has made it quite difficult to as-
sess what monetary policy will have to

ency or certainty regarding key variables  do.

— especially how long the fighting will

ast.

That depends largely on ongoing ne-
gotiations and the extent of damage to
energy production and transport routes

across West Asia.

The Strait of Hormuz, a critical choke-
point for global oil supplies, remains a

particular flashpoint.

There is no clarity, no certainty about the
key factors, including the duration of the
conflict. The outlook is very foggy for the

realistic.

Inflation could rise more than 1.5 percent
this year if the Strait is blocked or partially
blocked, potentially triggering stagflation

The situation is very opaque, very cloudy.
The fog extends to interest rate decisions.
European Central Bank officials say they
have not pre-committed to any rate
path, preferring a meeting-to-meeting
approach as news from the battlefield

Even under baseline scenarios, policy-
makers acknowledge their assumptions
— such as the supply shock fading as
quickly as it appeared — may not be

— a toxic mix of stagnant growth and

rising prices.

Central bankers now fear that the longer
the conflict continues, the harder it will

be to restore economic stability without
sacrificing growth.
Until greater clarity emerges, the world’s

economic stewards are flying blind,

watching West Asia and waiting for signs

of a ceasefire.

Heads of Iran’s
religious, scien-
tific bodies laud
Pope’s stance on

US-Israeli war

The chairmen of Iran’s re-
ligious and scientific insti-
tutions have praised Pope
Leo XIV for his “courageous
stance” on the ongoing
US-Israeli conflict, express-
ing hope that his position
will help bring an end to
hostilities.

In a joint letter addressed
to the head of the world’s
Catholic Church, and re-
leased on Saturday, the Ira-
nian officials wrote, “Your
condemnation of the US-Is-
raeli attacks against Iran
and the killing of innocent
people has been a source of
pride for religious commu-
nities worldwide.”

The letter added that the
Pope’s resistance to polit-
ical pressure from the US
president sets “an example
for scholars and clerics of
all faiths.”

The signatories emphasized
that the message of all di-
vine prophets has consist-
ently been one of peace,
human solidarity, and the
rejection of oppression and
violence. Citing religious
teachings, they noted that
the unjust killing of a single
person is tantamount to the
killing of all humanity.
Despite  this  principle,
the letter stated that the
“child-killing ~ Zionist  re-
gime” — backed by the
US administration — has
attacked several countries
over the past three years
alone, killing tens of thou-
sands of innocent men,
women, and children in
Gaza, Lebanon, Syria, Iran,
Irag, Yemen, and Qatar.
The signatories specifically
referred to the US-Israeli
war of aggression launched
against Iran on February
28, arguing that the two re-
gimes crossed all red lines
by assassinating the Leader
of the Islamic Revolution,
Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei, and by striking civilian
infrastructure, including
universities, schools, and
charity centers.

The authors argued that re-
sources currently devoted
to conflict should instead
be used to promote moral
values and alleviate human

suffering.
The Iranian officials’ re-
marks  followed earlier

comments by the Pope,
who warned of escalating
violence in West Asia and
urged restraint. “Stability
and peace are not built with
mutual threats or weapons,”
he said, calling instead for
“reasonable, authentic, and
responsible dialogue.” He
also cautioned that further
escalation could lead to a
major humanitarian crisis.
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complex, focusing on tactical refine-
ment and squad conditioning under
full supervision of the coaching staff.
According to the latest schedule, the
friendly fixture against Panama is set
to take place at Iran’s training base in
America, filling the slot of a previously

ISFAHAN NEWS

Iran’s judiciary
chief says aggres-
sors must pay war

reparations

Iran’s Judiciary Chief, Gholam-
hossein Mohseni-Eje’i, has stat-
ed that the United States and the
Israeli regime must be held legal-
ly accountable by competent in-
ternational bodies for war crimes
and must pay full war reparations
to Iran. Mohseni-Eje’i made the
remarks on Saturday during a
meeting in Tehran with senior
members of the High Council
of the Judiciary and provincial
judicial chiefs. He argued that
the United States and the Israeli
regime initiated the conflict and
caused extensive material and
moral damage to the Iranian na-
tion. According to the Judiciary
chief, multiple deliberate war
crimes were committed during
the attacks, including the killing
of civilians and children, as well
as strikes on protected sites such
as hospitals, schools, universi-
ties, and residential areas. Citing
provisions of the 1949 Geneva

By:

Although breast cancer generally shows no symp-
toms in its early stages, regular screening and
timely detection are key to effective treatment and
an improved outlook.

A breast lump is the most common presenting
symptom. But for about 1 in 6 women with breast
cancer, the broad spectrum of symptoms doesn’t
include a lump.

This article explores the early signs.

Early signs and symptoms of breast cancer

Early on, a person may notice a change in their
breast when they perform a monthly breast exam
or when minor abnormal pain doesn’t seem to go
away. Early signs and symptoms of breast cancer
to look for include:

e a new lump that doesn’t go away after your next
period

e swelling or a lump around the collarbone or un-

In lsfahan
Province /

FIFA World Cup, Iran’s national football

Ir_an SEt fﬂr team are gearing up for an interna-

f|‘|end|v clash tional friendly against Panama in the

. United States. The match is expected

aga [ nSI to serve as a vital tune-up ahead of the
global tournament.

Panama Team Melli will kick off their training

camp on Monday at the national team’s

planned encounter with Puerto Rico,
which has now been canceled.

What Are the Early Stons and Symptoms

der the arm

» changes in the shape of the nipple

e nipple discharge from one breast that’s clear, red,
brown, or yellow

¢ unexplained redness, swelling, skin irritation,
itchiness, or rash on the breast

e breast pain that doesn’'t go away after your next
period

A lump that’s hard with irregular edges is more
likely to be cancerous.

Having one or more of these symptoms doesn’t
necessarily mean you have breast cancer. Nipple
discharge, for example, can also be caused by an
infection.

See a doctor for a complete evaluation if you expe-
rience any of these signs and symptoms.

Signs vs. symptoms: Is there a difference?

A sign is an objective, visible indication of an

of Breast Gancer”

Source:

illness. A rash, bruise, abnormality on a medical
scan, or a high temperature, are all examples of
signs that might indicate an illness.

A symptom is a person’s reported, subjective ex-
perience. Feeling feverish, having a headache, or
a specific pain felt in the body, are examples of
symptoms that people experience.

Other causes of breast pain and tenderness

If you've had a mastectomy or other surgery relat-
ed to breast cancer, you might get lumps or bumps
caused by scar tissue in the reconstructed breast.
This isn’'t cancer, but you should let your doctor
know about them so they can be monitored.
Clinically known as mastalgia, breast pain can also
be caused by the following:

« the fluctuation of hormones caused by menstru-
ation

* some birth control pills

* some fertility treatments

* a bra that doesn’t fit well

e breast cysts

e large breasts, which may be accompanied by
neck, shoulder, or back pain

e stress

We often associate pain with something wrong,
so when people feel tenderness or pain in their
breasts, they often think of breast cancer. But
breast pain is rarely the first noticeable symptom
of breast cancer. Several other factors can cause
pain.

Is armpit pain a sign of breast cancer?

Pain in your armpit could be a symptom of cancer,
but it’s unlikely if the pain in your armpit occurs
by itself without other symptoms. Potential causes
of pain in this area include swollen lymph nodes,
muscle strain, or hormonal changes.

Conventions and their addition-
al protocols, Mohseni-Eje’i said
the actions of the US and Israel
constituted violations not only
of treaty obligations but also of
established customs governing
armed conflicts. He instructed
the Attorney General, the Judici-
ary’s International Affairs Office,
and the Human Rights Head-
quarters to intensify efforts to
pursue Iran’s legal claims before
international legal and judicial in-
stitutions.

During the meeting, several offi-

The Director General of the Road Maintenance and Transportation
Organization’s Freight Transport Office announced the transporta-
tion of 60.211 million tons of goods on the country’s roads between
February 28 and April 17, 2026.

According to Mehr News Agency, citing the Road Maintenance and
Transportation Organization, Mehrdad Hamdollahi, Director General
of the Freight Transport Office, reported that 60.211 million tons of
goods were transported on the country’s roads during the period
from February 28 to April 17, 2026.

He added that this volume of goods was moved by issuing 3.855

Over 60m tons of commodicies transported on Iran’s roads m 48 days

million waybills and conducting trips by the public transport fleet
across the country’s road networks.

The Director General of the Freight Transport Office further stated
that during this period, with the aim of supplying essential items
needed by citizens, 3.589 million tons of basic goods and livestock
inputs were transported from the country’s ports.

In conclusion, he noted that the transportation of basic goods was
carried out by issuing 153,452 waybills and the continued opera-
tion of the country’s freight transport fleet, showing a 22% increase
compared to the same period last year.

cials provided updates on ongo-
ing international legal follow-ups
regarding violations committed
during the war imposed on Iran.
The United States and the Is-
raeli regime launched their war
of aggression against Iran on
February 28. The conflict came
to a halt through a two-week
ceasefire after 40 days of fierce
fighting.

Giti Pasand crowned
champions of Iran
futsal league

tively.

futsal.

In a thrilling finale to the Iranian Futsal Premier League on Sunday, Giti Pasand Isfahan se-
cured the championship title after defeating Palayesh Shazand with an emphatic 4-0 victory.
With this win, Giti Pasand finished the season atop the table with 65 points, claiming the
league trophy for the seventh time in their history.

Mes Sungun finished close behind in second place with 64 points, while Gohar Zamin Sirjan
clinched third with 61 points.

At the other end of the standings, Beheshti Sazeh Gorgan and Javad Al-Aeme Shahr-e Kord
failed to avoid relegation, dropping to the lower division with 19 and four points, respec-

Another glorious season for Giti Pasand — once again proving their dominance in Iranian
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