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Hossein Ferdowsi
appointed as acting
secretary of Free
Zones High Council

By order of the Minister of Economic
Affairs and Finance, Hossein Ferdowsi
has been appointed as the acting sec-
retary of the Iranian Free Zones High
Council.

According to IRNA, reporting from
the Ministry of Economy, by decree of
Seyyed Ali Madani Zadeh, Minister of
Economic Affairs and Finance, Hossein
Ferdowsi, who currently serves as the
Deputy for Management Development
and Human Resources of the Ministry
of Economic Affairs and Finance, has
been appointed as acting secretary of
the Free Zones High Council, while re-
taining his current position.

The text of the decree issued by the
Minister of Economy emphasizes the
need for full coordination between the
ministry’s departments and the secre-
tariat of the free zones to advance the
government’s strategic objectives.
Prior to this, Reza Masrour held the
position of secretary of the Iranian
Free Zones High Council.

The establishment of free trade zones
(FTZs) in Iran dates back to the Irani-
an calendar year 1368 (March 1989 -
March 1990) following the fall in the
country’s oil income in the preceding
year which prompted the government
to promote non-oil exports.

The first two free trade zones of Iran
were established in the south of the
country. The first one was Kish Free
Trade Zone established in 1368 on
Kish Island in the Persian Gulf and the
second one was Qeshm Free Trade
Zone established the year after on
Qeshm Island in the Strait of Hormuz.
Some five other free trade zones have
been also established in the coun-
try since then, including Chabahar
in southeastern Sistan-Baluchestan
Province, Arvand in southwestern
Khuzestan Province, Anzali in northern
Gilan Province, Aras in East-Azarbaijan
Province and Maku in West-Azarbaijan
Province, both in the northwest of the
country.

The development of existing free trade
zones and the establishment of new
FTZs has become one of the major
economic approaches of the Iranian
government.

The Free Zones High Council’'s proac-
tive formulation of support packages
underscores a strategic commitment
to shielding entrepreneurs from ex-
ternal shocks. By easing financial
burdens, facilitating debt installments,
and streamlining duties, these meas-
ures aim to transform free zones into
resilient economic sanctuaries. As
war-driven pressures mount, such tar-
geted interventions are essential not
only for sustaining business continuity
but also for preserving Iran’s broader
economic stability and trade capacity.
Earlier this month, Reza Masrour
emphasized the support for entre-
preneurs amid war conditions, and
stressed the design and formulation
of support packages for them in free
zones.

He made the remarks in a meeting of
the Free Trade and Special Economic
Zones High Council, which was held to
review the implementation of national
missions in these zones.

During the meeting, Masrour, high-
lighting the need to provide adequate
services to the people and entrepre-
neurs in free zones, stated: “Following
the recent attacks by the United States
and lIsrael against our country, the
issue of accelerating the provision of
legal facilities, especially for entrepre-
neurs, has been communicated to the
free zones organizations.”

He added: “According to this di-
rective, the boards of directors of
commercial-industrial free zones or-
ganizations, within the framework of
the powers provided for in laws and
regulations—including  articles  of
association and by-laws—shall take
the necessary actions to assist in de-
termining and collecting duties, such
as entry fees, issuance and renewal of
construction permits, and other sim-
ilar cases.

_www.esfahan-news.com

Solutions (o strengthen supply eham of essential goods reviewed

In a joint meeting between the
Ministry of Agriculture and reg-
ulatory bodies as well as private
sector associations, issues re-
lated to the supply chain of es-
sential goods were reviewed.
According to Mehr News Agen-
cy, a meeting to examine and
determine  mechanisms  for
supplying essential goods from
the northern ports was held at
the Ministry’s headquarters, at-
tended by the deputy ministers
of agriculture, representatives
from relevant regulatory bodies,
and production and trade asso-
ciations from the agricultural
sector.

During this session, topics such
as increasing silo storage capac-
ity, improving the performance
of systems, the necessity of
strengthening the private sector
and enhancing its financial ca-
pacity and trust, increasing port
facilities and reducing ware-
housing costs, avoiding parallel
work in the goods clearance
process, import in exchange for
export, as well as managing fuel
supply for machinery and man-
aging transportation costs, were
discussed and reviewed.

Iran’s  Customs Administra-
tion announced in a statement
that during the 39 days of the
imposed American-Zionist
war against the country, cus-
toms clearance procedures
for 2,874,000 tons of essential
goods were completed at the
country’s customs offices and
dispatched.

According to an IRNA report
from Iran’s Customs Adminis-
tration on April 13, the statement
reads: “Accordingly, customs
clearance and the exit of more
than 112,000 trucks carrying
essential goods were carried out
at the country’s customs offices
during the 39 days of the war,
from February 28, 2026 to April
7,2026.”

In total, during the aforemen-
tioned period, 2,874,000 tons
of essential goods were loaded
and brought into the country
through the national transport
fleet.

The statement emphasized:
“The country’s customs offices
are ready to carry out customs

procedures and 24-hour clear-
ance of essential goods needed
by the people, as well as raw
materials for production units,
and this process continues with
the cooperation and solidarity of
traders, adjacent organizations,
and the national transport net-
work.”

Additionally, the support pack-
age offering customs facilities to
economic actors in emergency
situations remains in place at
the country’s customs offices.
Meanwhile, on April 11, the
head of Iran’s Customs Admin-
istration, referring to the direc-
tives and instructions issued
during the war, emphasized the
continued provision of special
customs facilities to economic
actors in emergency situations.
According to IRNA from Iran’s
Customs Administration,
Foroud Asgari, while appreciat-
ing the relentless efforts of cus-
toms personnel as the country’s
economic border guards during
the third imposed war, added:
“During the third imposed war,
the dedicated and hardworking
customs staff, just as in the 12-
day war, stood alongside the
people in the field of service.
With  round-the-clock efforts
throughout this period, they
were present in the arena of ser-
vice and defense of the home-
land. These relentless efforts
and hardships deserve appreci-
ation and gratitude.”

He stated: “Despite repeated
threats at zero border points and
ports across the country, bring-
ing satisfaction and content-
ment to the people, especially
economic actors, was the best
reward during these difficult
days. Customs personnel, as
the economic border guards of
the country, once again distin-
guished themselves with honor
and pride by maintaining their
presence at customs offices
and carrying out customs pro-
cedures for essential goods and
basic necessities around the
clock, in defense of the home-
land.”

The head of Iran’s Customs
Administration added: “In the
current circumstances, it is
essential to maintain the level
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of preparedness and vigilance
in the coming days within the
framework of the directives and
instructions issued during the
war, and within this same frame-
work, special customs facilities

during emergencies  should
continue to be provided to the
entrepreneurs.”

The Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs Administration (IRI-
CA), in order to facilitate transit
under the current circumstanc-
es, has delegated the authority
to change the exit border or
destination customs office for
goods in transit to the directors
of executive customs offices.
According to a report by Mehr
News Agency on March 6, Iran’s
Customs Administration, con-
sidering the current situation
and with the aim of expediting
the exit of transit goods, has
increased the authority of exec-
utive customs directors in the
area of domestic and foreign
transit.

Based on the instruction com-
municated by the Transit Office
to supervisors and directors
of executive customs offices,
the authority to change the exit
customs office or destination for
goods in transit has been dele-
gated to customs directors.
This instruction states that due
to the congestion of truck traffic
at some exit borders and with
the goal of facilitating the exit
of transit goods and maximiz-
ing the use of domestic cus-
toms capacity, if international
transport companies request a
change of exit border, the matter
covered in Note 2 of Article 95
of the Executive Regulations of
the Customs Affairs Law can be
carried out in coordination with
the Director General or deputies
of the Transit Office or the Direc-
tor General of the exit customs
office.

Accordingly, if the new border
is open and confirmed by the
supervisors or directors of the
relevant customs offices, cus-
toms can accept the request
to change the exit border and
follow up on the receipt of the
goods.

Furthermore, if there is a re-
quest to change the domestic

destination customs office, the
possibility of carrying out this
process similar to foreign tran-
sit has been provided. In cases
where the goods have arrived
at the exit customs office but
the transport company requests
exit from another border due to
border conditions, the container
and seals will first be inspect-
ed, and customs formalities
completed at the [initial] exit
customs office. Then, by filing
a new declaration and lodging
a guarantee, the goods will be
sent to the new exit customs
office.

The Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs  Administration, in
a notice on March 5, has an-
nounced 11 urgent measures
to executive customs offices,
which are aimed at facilitating
and expediting foreign trade and
enable the country’s business
community to benefit from ap-
proved facilities until the end of
the current Iranian calendar year
(March 20).

According to IRNAs report
quoting IRICA, based on this no-
tice, the key approved facilities,
which are binding for executive
customs offices and partner or-
ganizations, are as follows:

1- Importers who wish to clear
their goods from customs with-
out receiving and presenting a
SATA (Foreign Currency Com-
mitment) code can do so by
having the owner or their legal
representative enter a commit-
ment in the Comprehensive
Customs Management System.
This commitment must state
that they will not request foreign
currency from the Central Bank
after the goods are cleared.

2- All valid registration orders
and import permits whose valid-
ity expires during the mentioned
period will be considered auto-
matically extended for a period
of three months, without any
fee.

3- IRICA is authorized to clear
all goods with valid warehouse
receipts whose registration or-
ders have been suspended or
revoked. The import of these
goods is subject to the rules of
Article 1 of these facilities.

4- If discrepancies arise regard-
ing items such as the year of
manufacture, country of origin,
tariff code, or value between
the registration order, the dec-
laration, and the customs as-
sessment, goods owners are
permitted to transfer the goods
to warehouses under customs
supervision across the country
without needing to amend or
edit the registration order.

5- In the event of system out-
ages or disruptions in data
and information transmission,
upon notification by customs,
all organizations involved in
foreign trade, including the
relevant ministries responsi-
ble for exports and imports,
the Central Bank, agent banks,
and permit-issuing organi-
zations, are obliged to issue
paper documents and permits,

observing security considera-
tions.

6- Customs is authorized to
accept or extend bank guar-
antees for customs duties and
value-added tax (VAT) with a
maturity date until the end of
Ordibehesht 1405 (May 21) for
the clearance of goods.

7- The Islamic Republic of Iran
Customs  Administration (IR-
ICA) is obliged to effect the
100-percent clearance of essen-
tial goods currently present in
the country’s customs without
receiving a SATA code from the
Central Bank, within the frame-
work of the resolution of the
competent authorities during
the mentioned period. For oth-
er priority goods that enter the
country after the notification of
this resolution, upon approval of
the relevant minister, the 90-per-
cent clearance is permissible
during this period, and the clear-
ance of the remaining 10 per-
cent of those goods is possible
by obtaining a commitment ac-
ceptable to customs, including
the provision of a bank guaran-
tee or through the chief financial
accounting officer. Additionally,
the files from the Ministry of In-
dustry, Mining and Trade (previ-
ously) have been communicated
to all executive customs offices
across the country.

8- Customs offices are author-
ized to clear goods for which
the year of manufacture is men-
tioned in the registration order,
but the actual age of manufac-
ture is less than the time spec-
ified in the registration order,
without the need to amend the
registration order.

9- All goods that have entered
the country’s customs or will en-
ter within the next two months
are exempt from the rule of pri-
oritizing the registration order
date over the shipment date (bill
of lading).

10- All parallel inspection and
laboratory procedures for es-
sential goods, medicine, med-
ical equipment and supplies,
which are carried out by vari-
ous bodies, shall be centralized
according to the discretion of
the relevant ministry and car-
ried out by a single authority,
or based on the decision of the
relevant minister, action shall
be taken based on the results
of tests conducted at the point
of origin of import. The Na-
tional Standards Organization,
Customs, and the Food and
Drug Organization are obliged
to provide the necessary coop-
eration.

11- During the mentioned pe-
riod, disputes concerning the
year of manufacture, country
of origin, tariff classification
between the registration order
and the declaration, or disputes
regarding value between the
registration order and the decla-
ration and customs’ interpreta-
tion, shall not hinder clearance,
provided that the goods are not
considered prohibited goods or
contraband.
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15-year-old girl
recounts ‘dark’
days of war

| am a 15-year-old girl named
Shakiba. Ironically, my name
in Persian means “patient,” but
I’'m not patient at al—though
maybe | am, I’'m not really sure.
| live in Tehran, and I've never
had anything to do with pol-
itics. In fact, I've always dis-
liked it. But recently, I've found
myself deeply and unwillingly
caught up in it.

It all started in late February,
when Israel and the United
States attacked Iran. By sheer
luck, | hadn’t gone to school
that day. With that attack, our
dark days began. “Dark” in two
ways: first, the internet was
cut off; second, every day we
were jolted awake by the roar
of missiles. Frightened and dis-
oriented, we would rush up to
the rooftop.

It was the second day that |
woke up to the sound of an ex-
plosion, a close one.

| jumped up. | didn’t even have
time to register anything or
check my dying phone proper-
ly before my dad and | went up
to the roof. It was 12:00 p.m.
| used to wake up at 5:00 a.m
to go to school, but after the
first attack, my whole routine
went sideways. When we got
up there, it was just me, my
dad, my tiny parrot, and some
neighbours.

We went to the rooftop, and
that's when we saw it, a giant
cloud of smoke going up from
what | assumed— and was lat-
er clarified, was the police base
near my home, and my school.
We asked our neighbours what
had happened, and we found
out they had gotten up there
not that long before us, but
before we could ask anything
else we heard the sound of a
missile approaching, and our
neighbour quickly taking out
his camera just in time for all
of us to see the missile hitting
the base.

It was so loud, so much louder
than anything | thought. All of
us hid behind one of the walls,
one of my neighbours filming
while all of us screaming at him
to get cover.

When everyone had calmed
down, | remembered my
friend. She lived near the base,
and | didn’t have my phone on
me. We quickly went down the
stairs to our house, where | got
out my phone to call my friend.
She was okay— well, physical-
ly, at least. Her house had been
destroyed.

The phone call was such a blur
that could either be my mem-
ory, or the fact that her voice
wasn’t reaching me well. Even
now, when | try to think about
it, | don’t remember anything
past that, it was either unevent-
ful, or a little too eventful.

[nternational Day for Biological Diversity should highlight impacts of war on Iran’s environment

We are approaching the International Day for Biolog-
ical Diversity in a situation where the unjust US-Is-
ragli war, by causing widespread destruction and
the spread of various pollutants, has exposed Iran’s
environment and its valuable biodiversity to many
dangers and threats, putting many plant and animal
species at risk, and disrupting ecosystem functions
and services. The International Day for Biological Di-
versity is observed each year on May 22. Proclaimed
by the United Nations to raise awareness of the value
of life on Earth, this day serves as a global reminder
of the need to safeguard biodiversity and protect the
ecosystems that support human well-being.

The observance is coordinated by the Convention

on Biological Diversity, the international legal instru-
ment for the conservation and sustainable use of bi-
ological resources. “Acting locally for global impact”
is the theme of the 2026 edition of the International
Day for Biological Diversity. This slogan emphasizes,
more than ever, the role of local communities in pro-
tecting nature and the future of the Earth.

Wars and armed conflicts don’t only have human
casualties; the environment is one of their biggest
victims. Historical experiences, from the Vietnam
War, the Gulf War, the Kosovo conflicts, the war in
Lebanon, the genocide against Gaza, to the U.S.-Is-
raeli aggression against Iran, have shown that de-
struction of infrastructure, explosions, fires, and

pollutants from military operations have severe and
long-term effects on soil, water, air, and wildlife. The
United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
has repeatedly highlighted the issue.

Recent attacks on Iran, particularly targeting oil de-
pots and industrial facilities, are a stark and alarming
example. These attacks have caused “black rain” in
Tehran, a mix of pollutants, smoke, and petroleum
compounds in the air, posing serious threats to both
human health and the environment. These events
illustrate that even countries committed to environ-
mental protection under international protocols are
vulnerable to unpredictable military attacks.

Iran is in a special position in terms of biodiversity,

forming part of two global biodiversity hotspots, from
the Hyrcanian and Zagros forests to the wetlands,
mountains, deserts, and beautiful and eye-catching
coastal-marine areas, the country hosts numerous
and diverse species of plants and animals, some of
which are found nowhere else in the world.

“This issue doubles the importance of protecting this
precious heritage, although unfortunately this hostile
war has not only damaged biodiversity and protect-
ed areas, but has also caused extensive damage to
infrastructure, including offices, environmental pro-
tection posts, and related transportation equipment,”
Hamid Zohrabi, the deputy head of the Department
of Environment for biodiversity, has said.
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‘US-Israeli
strikes on Pasteur
Institute target glob-
al public health’

The United States and the Zion-
ist regime have jointly attacked
global public health by launch-
ing strikes on Pasteur Institute
of Iran, Hossein Kermanpour,
the deputy health minister, has
said.

“Several facilities severely dam-
aged or decimated by the US-
and Israeli bombardments are
not merely national assets, but
global heritage,” he wrote on
his X account.

“These countries have attacked
global public health by targeting
institutions such as the Pasteur
Institute of Iran —a key member
of the Pasteur Network and a
WHO Collaborating Centre.
The international community
has a collective responsibility to
rebuild it; we will rebuild it bet-
ter than before, provided that
the aggressors stop violating
international law.”

Founded in 1920, the Pasteur
Institute of Iran is a longstand-
ing member of the Pasteur Net-
work. The Institute contributes
to national, regional and global
public health through its nation-
al reference laboratories, WHO
Collaborating Centers, disease
surveillance and diagnostics,
biobanks, and essential medical
countermeasures  production.
The Institute was targeted by
the aggressorson April 2.
Following the attack, Mario
Moreira, President of the Pas-
teur Network, expressed con-
cern over the destruction of
Pasteur Institute of Iran, and
warned of the potential regional
impacts as it disrupts the major
role of this century-old pillar of
global health in prevention and
control of existing and rising
health threats in the region.
“The reported damage to the
Pasteur Institute of Iran is
deeply concerning. This insti-
tution plays an important role
in supporting the health of
populations in Iran and the re-
gion. When such capacities are
disrupted, diagnostics, surveil-
lance, and response to ongoing
and emerging threats may be
affected, with potential impli-
cations for health security be-
yond national borders,” Moreira
highlighted.

International scientific report-
ing, including coverage in Sci-
ence Magazine, has highlighted
the effects of escalating hostili-
ties on universities and research
institutions in Iran, including
impacts on academic and public
health infrastructure.

Damage to or disruption of
such infrastructure may have
consequences beyond national
borders. When public health
institutes and surveillance sys-
tems are affected, outbreak
detection capacity can be re-
duced, essential public health
functions may be disrupted,
and preparedness for emerg-
ing infectious threats may be
weakened. These challenges
are directly linked to broader
considerations of regional and
global health security.

The protection of health and
scientific institutions is widely
recognized as important for
safeguarding essential public
health functions, particularly
in times of crisis. Maintaining
the continuity of such institu-
tions supports not only national
health systems but also col-
lective efforts to prevent and
respond to cross-border health
threats.
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Iran national team guard Sina Vahedi
BaSketba" Star has undergone surgery after suffer-
Sina Vahe[" ing a serious injury to his right leg.
Vahedi, who had been enjoying a
undergoes strong spl;ell li(ndTaiwan, sustained a
major setback during a training ses-
SUGCESSfUI knee sion with the New Taipei Kings. De-
tailed medical examinations revealed
surgerv a torn ACL in his right knee, forcing

the Iranian standout to halt his sea-
son.

Following the diagnosis, Vahedi
immediately returned to Tehran to
be treated under the supervision of
Iranian specialists. On Tuesday, he
underwent surgery performed by Dr.
Sohrab Keyhani, a member of the
Iran Basketball Federation’s board.

Don't Throw Out Your Orange Peels-They're Way More Nutritious Than You Think

By:

Source:

Oranges are packed with vitamins, minerals, and antiox-
idants, but the peel might be one of the most nutritious
parts. Here’s what research says about its benefits and
how to safely add it to your diet.

1. Contains Essential Nutrients

Oranges are known for their rich vitamin C content. A
whole orange peel (or a roughly 100-gram serving)
contains around 45 milligrams (mg) of vitamin C, which
is at least half of the recommended daily value (DV) for
adults.12

The peel is also rich in other nutrients, such as:2

* Galcium

¢ Phosphorus

* Folate

2. Provides an Abundance of Fiber

Like whole oranges, orange peels are rich sources of
fiber. An entire peel is estimated to contain around 10.6
grams (g) of fiber, which is more than the same serving
size as its whole fruit counterpart.32

Research suggests the peel is particularly rich in pectin,
a soluble fiber. Pectin supports regular bowel move-
ments by slowing digestion and making it easier to pro-
duce healthy stool.45 Dietary guidelines recommend
that adults consume around 28 g of fiber per day.6

3. Keeps You Hydrated

It's no secret that oranges and other citrus fruits are
hydrating, and orange peels offer some hydration, too.

Eating an entire orange with its peel provides roughly
87 g (or 87%) of water, while eating just the peel offers
about 72.5 g of water.372

Nutrition experts advise that consuming raw fruits with
a high water content, like oranges, can contribute to
your daily fluid requirements.7

4. Contains Antioxidants

Orange peels also contain potent antioxidants, which
may prevent or combat cellular damage in the body.8
Evidence shows orange peels contain more polyphe-
nols (plant compounds) than other citrus fruits.910
Polyphenols may help prevent and manage chronic dis-
eases, such as:1112

* Type 2 diabetes

* Certain types of cancer

e Age-related cognitive decline

Orange peels are also a rich source of limonene, which
may protect against skin cancer, though more research
is needed to expand on these findings.13

5. Protects The Gut

Research suggests that orange peels are rich in preb-
iotics, carbohydrates that encourage the growth and
balance of “good” bacteria in the digestive system.1415
Orange peels’ prebiotic content benefits the gut microbi-
ome and overall gut health.5 The polyphenols and preb-
iotics in orange peels may help make their anti-inflam-
matory and gut health properties even more potent.5

The Iran women’s U18 national volleyball team have kicked off their
training and selection process in Sari, Mazandaran Province, under
the guidance of head coach Fariba Sadeghi, as part of preparations
for the 2026 Asian U18 Girls’ Volleyball Championship set to be
held from June 30 to July 6 in Thailand.

Sadeghi announced that three selection camps are being held in
Sari to evaluate players from recent national championships, acad-
emy tournaments, and Division Two competitions. She noted that
the participants were chosen by technical experts, with additional
promising talents introduced through provincial associations.

Mamtainimg eco-
nomic stability m
wartime requires
ull coordimation
of monetary poli-
cie: president

During a staff inspection and visit to the
Central Bank, the President, referring to
the exceptional circumstances caused by
the 40-day war and simultaneous exter-
nal pressures, emphasized the necessity
of maintaining financial stability and con-
trolling inflationary expectations.

He stated: “Managing key markets, espe-
cially the foreign currency exchange and
money markets, under such conditions
requires full coordination among the
monetary policymaker, the government,
and other economic institutions.”
According to an IRNA report on Thursday,
Masoud Pezeshkian, visiting the Central
Bank of the Islamic Republic of Iran, held
a meeting with the Governor and senior
managers of the institution. While receiv-
ing a report on the latest status of mon-
etary and foreign currency exchange in-
dicators, he issued the necessary orders
to maintain financial stability and manage
markets under the country’s exceptional
circumstances.

During this expert meeting, comprehen-
sive reports were presented on the state
of the foreign exchange market, liquidity,
balance of payments, foreign exchange
reserves, monetary regulatory policies,
as well as measures taken to manage the
country’s economy during and after the
war.

The President examined and evaluated
the decision-making process and imple-
mentation of economic policies on the
ground.

Pezeshkian, referring to the exceptional
circumstances caused by the 40-day war
and simultaneous external pressures,
emphasized the necessity of maintaining
financial stability and controlling infla-
tionary expectations, and stated: “Man-
aging key markets, especially the foreign
currency exchange and money markets
under such conditions, requires full coor-
dination among the monetary policymak-
er, the government, and other economic
institutions.”

Appreciating the Central Bank’s measures
in managing potential market volatilities,
he stated: “The performance of this insti-
tution in controlling war-induced shocks,
preventing severe exchange rate fluctu-
ations, and meeting the essential needs
of the economy is remarkable. It demon-
strates the high capacity for policymaking
and targeted intervention in the country’s
macro economy.”

The President, emphasizing the impor-
tance of liquidity management, directing
credit toward productive sectors, con-
trolling the monetary base, and safe-
guarding foreign currency exchange
reserves, called for the continuation of
disciplined and intelligent approaches in
monetary policies.

He added: “In wartime, any instability
in financial markets can quickly spread
to other economic sectors. Therefore,
making the economy predictable and
strengthening public trust are fundamen-
tal priorities.”

“These camps will run until April 18,” Sadeghi said. “Throughout
this period, the players will be assessed by the national coaching
staff. After comparing performances across the three groups, a
number of players will advance to the next camp. Following one
or two additional cuts, we will finalize the 14-player squad for the
Asian Championship, with 25 others placed on the reserve list.”
Highlighting the significance of the continental event, Sadeghi em-
phasized that 16 teams will compete in this edition, which takes
place every two years.
Despite current wartime conditions in the region, Sadeghi praised

During this meeting, the issues of financ-
ing the production chain, supporting eco-
nomic enterprises under wartime condi-
tions, debt management, and controlling
bank imbalances were also discussed and
reviewed.

The President emphasized the need for
strict supervision over the banking net-
work and preventing the diversion of re-
sources.

Pezeshkian, noting the importance of eco-
nomic resilience in times of crisis, stated:
“Just as we witness steadfastness on the
military front, we must also safeguard the
country’s stability in the economic sphere
through cohesion, coordination, and
timely decision-making.”

He also emphasized the necessity of
strengthening foreign currency exchange
policies based on managed float, combat-
ing speculation and disruptive activities in
the currency market, and facilitating the
provision of foreign currency for the im-
port of essential goods and medicine, is-
suing the necessary orders in this regard.
The President stressed the need to
strengthen coordination among the
Central Bank, the Ministry of Economic
Affairs and Finance, and other relevant
institutions, and said: “Continuing pre-
cise and data-driven management in the
monetary and foreign exchange spheres
will play a decisive role in the country’s
successful passage through wartime
conditions and stabilizing the path of
economic growth.”

lieve the federation made a

long distances.”
Sadeghi added that the fed
to ensure smooth progress

the federation’s decision to move forward with preparations. “Given
the war situation and the overall climate at the start of the year, | be-

very positive and courageous decision

to organize these camps,” she said. “Fortunately, the response has
been excellent — all invited players reported for duty despite the

eration carefully chose a safe location
in the selection process. “We have just

over two months to prepare,” she concluded, “and it's crucial that

Thousands of girls from different age
groups and from all walks of life par-
ticipated in a rally in Tehran on Friday
to show their preparedness to defend
homeland against any aggression by
enemies.

The event, organized under a cam-
paign titled “JANFADA”, literally
meaning “ready to sacrifice life”,
aimed to renew allegiance to the
Leader of the Islamic Revolution and
declare support for the armed forces.
The “JANFADA” campaign began
on March 29 to demonstrate public
readiness to defend the country un-
der current sensitive conditions. Yet
what unfolded exceeded expecta-
tions. Within just a few days, millions
signed up, adding their names to a list
that continues to grow rapidly, and it
has reached a staggering figure of
over 27 million participants so far.

In a message marking the 40th day
since the martyrdom of Ayatollah
Seyyed Ali Khamenei, the new Leader
Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei,
referred to the campaign, stating:
“Undoubtedly, your resounding cries

in the public squares have a profound

we make full use of this time.”

JANKADY airls demonstrate
readiness to defend country

impact on the outcome of the negoti-
ations. Likewise, the astonishing and
ever-increasing number of millions
participating in the “Ready to Sacri-
fice for Iran” campaign is an influen-
tial factor in this arena.”

Iranian women and girls who are
ready to sacrifice their lives with
love for their homeland, took to the
streets, as they did over the past 48
nights, holding the tricolor Iranian
flag to say that they will defend the
country to the last drop of blood
shoulder to shoulder with men and
the armed forces.

Support for one’s homeland and
the willingness to defend it is noth-
ing new for Iranians. The country’s
history is filled with moments when
people, despite their differences,
have stood united at critical turning
points. From resisting foreign inva-
sions in ancient times to enduring the
pressures of modern conflicts, one
constant remains: a profound sense
of belonging to the land and a shared
national identity.
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