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Renewable energy
expansion acceler-
ates; several solar,
wind farms to join
grid by July

The technical and engineering deputy
of SATBA (Iran’s Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Organization)
on Saturday announced progress in
the construction of several solar and
wind power plants across the coun-
try, stating that some of these pro-
jects will come online by July.
Alireza Parandeh Motlagh made the
remarks during an inspection tour
of ongoing renewable power plant
projects. Noting the simultaneous
development of solar and wind farms
in various regions, he said: “In some
windy areas of the country, in addi-
tion to significant wind energy poten-
tial, solar power plants are also being
built.”

He added: “In this regard, four solar
power plants are under construction
with support from the National De-
velopment Fund. It is anticipated that
upon completion of the implementa-
tion phases, they will come online in
the shortest possible time and add to
the country’s clean power generation
capacity.”

Parandeh Motlagh also reported the
continuation of construction on a
wind power plant in Sistan and Bal-
uchestan province, stating: “Work on
this project has begun. Foundations
for four turbines are currently being
laid, and foundation work for two
more turbines will begin soon.”
Fossil fuel dependence hlamed
for energy imbalance; renewables
seen as solution

The gas and electricity imbalance cri-
sis in Iran is the result of dependence
on fossil fuels, experts say, while
targeted development of renewable
energies can reduce this gap and
ensure the country’s energy stability.
According to reports, the energy
imbalance challenge has plagued
the country in recent years. A gas
shortfall of 300 million cubic meters
in winter and an electricity deficit of
20,000 megawatts in summer—and
even in winter—have prompted a
search for solutions. Renewable en-
ergies have long been proposed as a
suitable alternative to thermal power
plants.

The development of renewables
brings significant economic and envi-
ronmental benefits beyond electricity
supply. According to calculations by
the Parliament Research Center, each
megawatt of renewable generation
capacity saves over 300,000 liters
of liquid fuel annually. This reduces
pressure on the country’s gas and
gas condensate reserves.
Furthermore, Mohsen Tarztalab, head
of SATBA, notes: “Each megawatt of
a solar power plant annually reduces
gas consumption by 564,000 cu-
bic meters and water by 443 cubic
meters, preventing the emission of
1,384 tons of CO2. With the reali-
zation of 11,000 megawatts of re-
newable capacity by the end of next
summer, 2% of the country’s total
gas consumption and about 7% of
the total fuel used by power plants
will be reduced.”

Renewable power plant capacity has
doubled in less than a year, indicat-
ing the country’s significant potential.
Under Iran’s Seventh Economic De-
velopment Plan, solar power capac-
ity must reach 12,000 megawatts by
2027—a sevenfold increase from
current levels.

The energy imbalance crisis is the re-
sult of fossil fuel dependence. How-
ever, Iran’s abundant renewable re-
sources suggest that rapid, targeted
development can effectively moder-
ate this crisis, reducing pressure on
gas and electricity grids during peak
consumption while delivering con-
siderable economic and environmen-
tal benefits. Smart investment and
the removal of regulatory obstacles
in renewables are essential strategies
for ensuring the country’s security,
stability, and economic growth in the
coming decades.

Strait of Hormuz leverage shakes global econonies as eneroy crisis escalates

The management of the Strait
of Hormuz by Iran has emerged
as a powerful economic lever
capable of reversing growth tra-
jectories in major economies.
Implemented following what
Iran describes as aggression by
the American-Zionist coalition,
this strategic control has now
found concrete expression in
the macroeconomic calcula-
tions and national budgets of
countries worldwide.

With military tensions in the
Persian Gulf at an all-time high
and tanker traffic through the
strait severely restricted, global
energy markets are experienc-
ing unprecedented volatility and
consecutive price shocks.

The world is once again con-
fronting an old but decisive real-
ity: the absolute dependence of
the global economy on the ener-

gy security of the Persian Gulf.

Nearly 20% of the world’s oil
passes through the Strait of
Hormuz, making any disruption
an immediate threat to interna-
tional stability.

The evidence is already visible.
Qil prices have surged abrupt-
ly, industrial governments have
issued public warnings about
potential fuel shortages, and
JP Morgan has projected that
the release of strategic energy
reserves will only manage to
cap prices until approximately
April 20.

Behind the scenes, financial
markets are already pricing in
prolonged disruption.

Brent crude futures have climbed
to levels not seen in nearly a dec-
ade, while hedging activity by
airlines and shipping companies
has spiked dramatically.

Meanwhile, the International
Energy Agency has quietly re-
vised its global oil demand fore-
casts, warning that supply-side
shocks of this magnitude could
erase projected growth for the
remainder of the year.

What makes the current situa-
tion unique is the absence of a
swift diplomatic channel.

Unlike previous Persian Gulf
crises, where back-channel
negotiations often de-escalated
tensions within weeks, no such
mechanism appears operation-
al today.

This vacuum amplifies uncer-
tainty, forcing treasury depart-
ments and central banks to
model scenarios once consid-
ered extreme—including oil at
$150 per barrel and coordinat-
ed rationing in industrialized
nations.

These signals suggest that the
current crisis is not a contained
regional conflict but a system-
ic shock with the power to re-
shape global economic struc-
tures.

Why developed economies
are feeling the heat

Why are developed economies,
particularly in Europe, growing
increasingly anxious?

The answer lies in their post-in-
dustrial dependency on afforda-
ble energy. Over recent dec-
ades, Western industrial growth
has been built upon cheap and
predictable fossil fuels.

Factory production, maritime
and air freight networks, au-
tomotive manufacturing, pet-
rochemicals, and even mech-
anized agriculture all require
stable energy inputs.

When energy prices rise, three
simultaneous  consequences
follow: production costs esca-
late, consumer inflation accel-
erates, and GDP growth slows.
Germany—Europe’s economic
engine—is already showing
signs of stagnation.

If high energy prices persist,
many European industries will
lose competitiveness against
regions with cheaper energy,
raising the probability of a con-
tinent-wide recession.

Is the world facing an econom-
ic regression? Not necessarily
a return to the past, but many
economists warn of an impend-
ing “developmental slowdown.”
In such a scenario, govern-
ments are forced to divert fi-
nancial resources away from
technological innovation, digital
infrastructure, and green tran-

sition projects toward imme-
diate energy procurement and
household subsidies.

This reallocation could stall in-
dustrial progress for years.
Long-term  economic  en-
gines—such as advanced man-
ufacturing and research-inten-
sive sectors—are often the first
casualties of prolonged energy
crises.

Beyond oil: a cascade of eco-
nomic disruptions

Crucially, the effects of closing
the Strait of Hormuz extend far
beyond the oil market.

Higher crude prices trigger a
cascade: marine and air trans-
port costs rise, food prices
inflate due to higher produc-
tion and shipping expenses,
electricity generation becomes
more expensive, households
face mounting inflationary
pressure, and global consump-
tion contracts.

Analysts now warn of “ener-
gy-driven inflation"—a phe-
nomenon starting in fuel mar-
kets but rapidly spreading to
every good and service, from
bread to electronics.

In conclusion, the Strait of
Hormuz has transformed from
a geopolitical flashpoint into a
direct instrument of macroeco-
nomic leverage.

For major economies, the mes-
sage is clear: energy security is
no longer just a strategic issue
but a budgetary one.

Unless swift diplomatic or
military solutions emerge, the
world may face a prolonged
period of high prices, slow
growth, and forced economic
recalibration.

Port equipment, maritime fleet modernization on agenda: PMO head

The head of the Ports and
Maritime Organization
(PMQ) emphasized that the
coming year will see more
serious steps toward the
flourishing of development
plans, increasing the opera-
tional capacity of ports, and
most importantly, improv-
ing productivity through the
modernization of port equip-
ment and the maritime fleet.
According to IRNA reporting
from the Ports and Maritime
Organization, Mohammad
Shakibi-Nasab, at the inau-
guration ceremony intro-
ducing Adel Deris as the
new head of the Port and
Economic Affairs Deputy
and Mohammad Mohsen
Salimipour as the new head
of the Port Affairs General
Administration, condemned
the aggression of the Zionist
regime and America against
our beloved homeland.

He also wished for victory
and success for the fighters
of Islam in this war.
Appreciating the relentless
efforts of the organization’s
previous heads, who ren-
dered valuable services
during their tenure, Shaki-
bi-Nasab also thanked port
colleagues and managers
across the country who, in
these difficult wartime con-
ditions, did not allow port
operations and maritime
activities to stop for a single
moment, ensuring that es-
sential goods and people’s
necessities were transferred
from ports to various parts
of the country as quickly as
possible.

The Deputy Minister of
Transport and Urban Devel-
opment further announced

the supply of maritime and
port equipment as one of the
organization’s key priorities.
In another part of his re-
marks, he called for facil-

itating, accelerating, and
revising the main processes
of the Ports and Maritime
Organization.

Shakibi-Nasab also request-
ed that senior headquarters
and port managers be pres-
ent in the field, visiting oper-
ational units and colleagues
in various sections of the
country’s ports.

According to the report, at
this meeting, Adel Deris, the
new head of the Port and
Economic Affairs Deputy,
referring to the current situ-
ation of the country, stated:
“What the people and fight-
ers demand is that officials
remain committed to their
duties and work with double
effort.”

He added: “Planning with a
future-oriented perspective
and based on improving
productivity through the use
of modern knowledge and

specialized personnel is the
most important agenda of
the Port and Economic Af-
fairs Deputy of the Ports and
Maritime Organization in the
new term.”

Deris continued: “We will re-
form and revise the process-
es in the Port Affairs Deputy
in such a way that no oper-
ational interruption occurs,
and port activities are carried
out swiftly.”

Mohammad Mohsen Salim-
ipour, the new head of the
Port Affairs General Admin-
istration of the Ports and
Maritime Organization, also
gave a brief report on the fu-
ture plans of this administra-
tion during the meeting.

On March 6, private sector
representatives sat down
with Minister of Transport
and Urban Development
Farzaneh Sadegh to forge a
partnership for national re-
silience.

The crisis  management
headquarters meeting,
chaired by Sadegh and at-
tended by deputy ministers

for transport, central bank
officials, and representatives
from the economy and agri-
culture ministries, focused
on one overriding priority:
expediting the transfer of es-
sential goods from ports to
the hinterlands.

Detailed reports were pre-
sented on the status of un-
loading operations at Shahid
Beheshti, Shahid Rajaei,
Imam Khomeini, and Ami-
rabad ports—facilities that
have become the frontline of
Iran’s economic defense.
Private sector representa-
tives raised concerns about
bureaucratic ~ complexities
that could slow the exit of
goods from ports. In a sig-
nificant show of national
solidarity, the private sector
offered to assume necessary
commitments and guaran-
tees to resolve financial reg-
ulatory concerns, effectively
becoming full partners in
the national emergency re-
sponse.

Minister Sadegh’s response
was immediate. She ordered

her deputies to “seriously
strive to resolve the prob-
lems of the private sector,
which, alongside the govern-
ment, is serving the people
under wartime conditions.”
Her main directive was to
create the necessary coor-
dination with other bodies
to transfer essential goods
without delay.

The head of the Private Ports
Association of Iran empha-
sized that despite the current
circumstances, all port and
maritime activities strictly
adhere to global protocols.
In an interview, Mohammad
Mehdi Hassanzadeh stated:
“The Ports and Maritime
Organization, as the trustee
for managing the country’s
ports, is a completely spe-
cialized organization. Due to
the mix of its clients—in-
cluding domestic and inter-
national customers, such
as shipping lines and cargo
owners—all of its activities
are conducted within the
framework of international
laws and regulations.”

He noted that the prima-
ry mission of the port and
maritime community is to
manage the entry and exit of
goods and maintain a stable
flow of cargo transportation,
particularly essential goods.
As the high-level inspec-
tions concluded, the Ports
and Maritime Organization
confirmed that the formation
of operational headquarters
at central and subordinate
ports has enabled a coordi-
nated response, combining
preventive security meas-
ures with  uninterrupted
service delivery to keep the
nation’s supply chain secure.

Trump threatens
‘hell’ as Iran main-
tains control of the

Strait of Hormuz

President Donald Trump has once
again threatened Iran with severe
retaliation, warning in a Truth So-
cial post that Iran would “be living
in Hell” if it did not comply with US
demands regarding the Strait of
Hormuz — a strategic waterway
critical for global oil shipments.
In the post, Trump labeled potential
future strikes as “Power Plant Day”
and “Bridge Day” in Iran, suggest-
ing attacks on key infrastructure if
the strait remains closed or restrict-
ed.

Just two days ago, Trump gave Iran
a 48-hour ultimatum to either open
the Strait of Hormuz or accept what
he described as “all Hell” raining
down on the country. The deadline
stems from a 10-day warning he
had issued earlier, demanding Teh-
ran fully reopen the strait and make
a deal with the US.

Tehran, however, has rejected
Trump’s threats and insists that
the Strait of Hormuz is open to all
nations except Iran’s enemies and
those aligned against it, asserting
its control is lawful and sovereign.
Iranian officials have publicly con-
demned the US ultimatum as “un-
balanced and foolish,” and some
have warned against attacks on
Iran’s energy infrastructure, sug-
gesting harsher retaliation would
follow any strike on vital facilities.
Despite Trump’s aggressive rheto-
ric, Iranian authorities maintain that
they are not restricting innocent
commercial traffic and are commit-
ted to regional maritime stability.
They also emphasize that any es-
calation would be a direct response
to overt US actions against Iranian
infrastructure — not a choice initi-
ated by Tehran.

Velayati to Trump:
While Anglo-Saxons
searched for fire
in caves, Iran built
civilizations

A senior advisor to Iran’s Leader
has fired a sharp barb at US Pres-
ident Donald Trump over his recent
anti-Tehran threats.

President Trump threatened on Sat-
urday that “hell will reign down” on
Iran if it does not agree to open the
Strait of Hormuz within 48 hours.
He had previously warned that
the US could bomb Iran’s energy,
water, and oil infrastructure if no
agreement was reached. In a prime-
time address on Thursday morning,
Trump also threatened to bomb
Iran “back to the Stone Ages.”
Inaveiled response to these threats,
Ali Akbar Velayati, a senior advisor
to Iran’s Leader, reminded the US
president of Iran’s long-standing
historical legacy.

“There was a time when the an-
cestors of the Anglo-Saxons were
searching for fire in caves, while
Darius the Great connected the
Mediterranean to the Red Sea
through a canal to facilitate naviga-
tion—when Iranian knowledge was
laying the foundations of global
scientific progress,” Velayati wrote
on X.

Velayati’s post underscores Iran’s
millennia-old civilization and con-
tributions to global knowledge,
contrasting them with the relatively
short history of the United States.
While Iran boasts a continuous cul-
tural and scientific heritage dating
back over 2,500 years, including
monumental achievements in engi-
neering, mathematics, and naviga-
tion, the US is a nation only a few
centuries old.
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WHO chief warns

US-Israeli strikes
on Iran’s nuclear
sites risk cata-
strophic fallout

The head of the World Health
Organization (WHO) has ex-
pressed grave concern over
the safety of Iran’s nuclear
facilities following US-Israeli
strikes near the Bushehr nu-
clear power plant.

“The latest incident involving
the Bushehr nuclear power
plant is a stark reminder: a
strike could trigger a nuclear
accident, with health impacts
that would devastate gener-
ations,” WHO Director-Gen-
eral Tedros Adhanom Ghe-
breyesus said in a post on X.
“With every passing day of
this escalating conflict, the
stakes and threats are raised
higher and higher. We must
de-escalate now. Peace is
the best medicine,” he add-
ed.

The United States and Israel
launched their war on Iran on
February 28 and have since
targeted military, energy,
and residential areas across
the country. The aggression
has resulted in the deaths of
more than 2,000 people.
Tedros’ remarks came after
the International Atomic En-
ergy Agency reported that
a projectile struck near the
Bushehr facility on Saturday.
According to the agency, one
staff member at the site was
killed by falling debris.
Iranian Foreign Minister Ab-
bas Araghchi warned that
the Bushehr nuclear power
plant has been struck four
times by the United States
and Israel during the ongo-
ing conflict.

In a letter addressed to UN
Secretary-General ~ Antonio
Guterres, members of the
Security Council, and [AEA
Director-General Rafael
Grossi, Araghchi cautioned
that continued attacks on
Iran’s nuclear infrastructure
could expose the entire re-
gion to radioactive contam-
ination.

“These illegal attacks expose
the entire region to a serious
risk of radioactive contam-
ination, which could have
grave consequences for
human health and the envi-
ronment, and therefore must
not be ignored,” he wrote.
Araghchi stressed that the
facilities targeted are under
international safeguards,
including the Bushehr plant,
which he said is dedicated
solely to peaceful purposes
and operates under IAEA su-

pervision.
Russian  Foreign ~ Minis-
try  spokeswoman Maria

Zakharova also condemned
Saturday’s strike, noting that
the situation at Bushehr is
“increasingly approaching a
dangerous point.”

“The worst can still be avoid-
ed, butto achieve this, strikes
on lranian nuclear facilities,
including the Bushehr nucle-
ar power plant, must cease
immediately,” she said.

The Bushehr facility is Iran’s
only operational nuclear
power plant. Located in the
southern city of Bushehr,
home to approximately
250,000 people, it is con-
sidered one of the country’s
most significant industrial
and strategic hubs.
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The Relationship
Between Sleep and
Life Expectancy

Source:
By:

Though it may seem counterintuitive,
sleep is a busy time for your body. Var-
ious processes are at work that help
everything from your cardiovascular sys-
tem to your brain function at their best.

It's because of this that getting enough
sleep can improve your overall health,
which may help boost your longevity.
While inadequate sleep can have the op-
posite effect, so too can too much sleep.
Ultimately, finding the sweet spot where
you're getting just the right amount of
sleep for your body can contribute to a
long and healthy life. The recommend-

ed amount of sleep varies by age, and
teenagers and children generally require
more sleep than adults.

Why Your Body Needs Sleep

The point of sleep is not just to help you
feel more refreshed, but to allow the cells
in your muscles, organs, and brain to
repair and renew each night. Sleep also
helps regulate your metabolism and how
your body releases hormones. When
these processes are out of whack due to
lack of sleep, it can increase your risk of
health problems.

While sleep could be affecting your

ian infrastructure
are war Crimes

.q

them war crimes.

risk on its own, it's also possible that
an underlying issue could be affect-
ing your rest. For example, poor sleep
is linked to heart disease and obesity,
but it could also be that pre-existing
heart disease and obesity are leading
to breathing problems like sleep apnea,
which is negatively affecting your sleep
and, as a result, your overall health and
longevity.2

Health Risks of Too Much Sleep

It's not just too little sleep that can be
harmful. Sleeping too much can be a sign
of health problems, too. In one study,

sleeping for a long duration—which was
characterized as more than 10 hours a
night—was associated with psychiatric
diseases and higher BMI, but not with the
other chronic medical conditions related
to too little sleep.4

Another study looking at more than
30,000 people found that sleeping nine
or more hours a night had an increased
incidence of stroke of 23% compared
to those sleeping seven to eight hours
a night. Those who both slept over nine
hours and napped for 90-plus minutes
during the day had an 85% increased

225.85m exports from Qom province in a year

Iran’s government spokesperson
has condemned recent US-Israeli
attacks on civilian infrastructure,
including a psychiatric hospital
and multiple universities, calling

Speaking on Sunday, the 37th
day of the imposed war, Fate-
meh Mohajerani reported that

105,125 civilian units have been
damaged across the country, in-
cluding 83,351 residential units
and 39,508 commercial-resi-
dential units in Tehran alone.
Additionally, 322  healthcare
centers, 763 schools, and 55 li-
braries in 12 provinces have been
affected.

stroke risk.5

How to Sleep Better Tonight

If you aren’t currently getting the sleep
you need, there are steps you can take to
clock more zzzs:9

* Have a consistent to-bed and wake-up
time, even on weekends.

* Avoid using electronics before bed, and
store them overnight somewhere other
than in your bedroom.

* Keep your bedroom as dark as possible.
* Don't eat or drink caffeine close to bed-
time.

* Exercise regularly.

Esfandiar Darikvandi, the director- general of Qom Province ‘s Customs De-
partment, said that commodities worth $225.8 million were exported from
the province in the past Iranian calendar year 1404 (ended on March 20).

Making the remarks in an interview with IRNA, the official said: “This
amount of exports was made in the form of 5,709 declarations and weighed

201,261 tons.”

He continued: “Based on recorded data, the total exports of Qom province
in 1404 (Iranian calendar year) increased by 12.5 percent in dollar value

compared to 1403.”

He added: “Export goods from Qom province are highly diverse and have

their own specific customers in various countries, from neighboring nations
to other regions of the world.”
It is worth noting that due to the province’s strong focus on exports, many
active industrial units in Qom have now turned toward producing export-ori-
ented products, indicating that the volume and value of the province’s ex-

ports are likely to increase in the near future.

The major part of Qom’s economy belongs to the industrial sector, and cur-
rently a significant portion of the province’s employment is in this sector.

Qom ranks sixth in the country in terms of industrial employment, which
shows the importance of industry and the investments made in it in recent

‘Iran, with a population of %0 million,
hias no shortage of essential goods’

The Minister of Agriculture, referring to the
experience of a challenging year marked
by two wars, stated that despite having a
population of 90 million, Iran has so far
faced no shortage in the supply of essen-
tial goods and food.

According to IRNA reporting from the
Ministry of Agriculture, Gholamreza Nouri
Ghezeljeh added in a consultative meeting
with members of the Parliament’s Agricul-
tural Committee: “The UAE, with a pop-
ulation of only a few million, faced food
shortages and empty store shelves, and
even the occupied territories have encoun-
tered a major crisis in the area of essential
goods.”

The Minister of Agriculture, citing the ex-
perience of a challenging year and the oc-
currence of two wars, identified the man-
agement of supply and customs clearance
of essential goods as the key factor in
maintaining market stability.

According to the report, the meeting em-
phasized the need for sustainable produc-
tion and continuous supply of essential
goods, as well as the President’s order to
maintain a minimum inventory of 6 mil-
lion tons of essential products, support
for people’s livelihoods under wartime
conditions, and the strengthening of the
resistance economy in the agricultural
sector through cooperation between the
government and the parliament.
Simultaneously with the American-Zionist
aggression and attack on lIran, govern-
ment bodies are seeking to manage peo-
ple’s livelihoods and support the economy
through policies focused on facilitating
and accelerating service delivery.
According to a report by IRNA on April 1,
the government, in cooperation with the
private sector, aims to expand its support
network for various segments of the pop-
ulation and entrepreneurs under the war-
time conditions imposed on the country.
The effects and benefits of this policy have
been tangible over the past month, reflect-
ed in the stability of markets.

Monitoring the actions of the Ministries of
Industry, Mining and Trade; Economy; Ag-
riculture; Cooperatives, Labor, and Social
Welfare; and other institutions indicates
a continuous effort by the government to
streamline trade processes for entrepre-
neurs , manage livelihoods, and support
the economy for different segments of
society.

Key measures in recent days include: ex-
tending the deadline for using customs
facilities for goods clearance and accel-
erating imports; disbursing new financial
facilities to households without income
and small and medium-sized enterpris-
es affected by the war; implementing the
“credit purchase of goods and services”
plan for heads of households; and grant-
ing facilities to a larger number of retirees.
The Iranian Customs Administration, an
affiliate of the Ministry of Economy, had
previously provided facilities for goods
clearance over the past month and has
now extended this process for another
month.

Accordingly, special customs facilities re-
main available for entrepreneurs in emer-
gency situations, allowing goods owners
to clear their shipments.

These customs measures aim to expedite
the clearance of goods and accelerate cus-
toms procedures.

As a result, with the round-the-clock ef-
forts of customs staff and cooperation
from adjacent organizations, 2.255 million
tons of essential goods have been defin-
itively cleared and entered the country
through customs over the past month,
from the beginning of the “Ramadan War”
until now.

Furthermore, the Trade Promotion Organ-
ization, under the Ministry of Industry,
Mining and Trade, has taken steps in co-
operation with the Iranian Customs Ad-
ministration to facilitate trade processes.
The most significant of these measures is
the extension of the validity of business
cards (trade licenses) and registration

orders.

On April 2, the Vice Speaker of Parliament
and the heads of specialized parliamentary
committee met with Seyyed Ali Madaniza-
deh, the Minister of Economic Affairs and
Finance, and discussed the latest meas-
ures taken by the ministry to facilitate and
accelerate production activities and main-
tain economic stability.

The meeting was attended by Ali Nikzad,
First Vice Speaker of Parliament; Dr.
Seyyed Shamseddin Hosseini, Head of the
Economic Committee of Parliament; and
Nasrollah Pejmanfar, Head of the Article
90 Committee of Parliament, along with
the Minister of Economy.

They reviewed the ministry’s efforts to pre-
serve economic stability and the actions
taken by the ministry during the Ramadan
War.

In this meeting, which was also attended
by Mohammad Reza Dashti Ardakani,
Deputy for Legal and Parliamentary Affairs
of the Ministry of Economy, the Minister
of Economy presented a report to the rep-
resentatives on the ministry’s measures to
maintain economic stability under wartime
conditions and the priorities for realizing
this year's slogan: “Resistance Economy
in the Shadow of National Unity and Na-
tional Security.”

Seyyed Ali Madanizadeh detailed the ac-
tions taken in areas such as market stabi-
lization, support for production, intensifi-
cation of financial oversight, and improved
supply of essential and basic goods.
Subsequently, the parliamentary board
members and committee heads empha-
sized the need for continued and enhanced
efforts by the ministry in facilitating pro-
duction and industrial activities, as well as
accelerating customs and tax processes
for the people and economic actors.

Also, minister of cooperatives, labor, and
social welfare has previously said that the
country is not facing shortages of essen-
tial goods, despite unrelenting U.S.-Israeli
bombing of civilian infrastructure.

years. Qom has seven industrial towns: Shokouhieh, Al-Ghadir, Shahab

(printing and publishing), Salafchegan, Mahmoudabad, Samen (wood and

furniture), and ICT (Information and Communications Technology), as well
as five industrial zones: Khurabad, Dastjerd, Siro, Toghroud, and Bidhand,
plus two non-governmental towns.

Each of these enjoys a privileged position for developing investment, pro-

duction, and employment.

In Qom province’s industrial towns and zones, there are nearly 2,000 indus-
trial units employing over 50,000 workers, where industrialists are engaged
in production activities needed by the country.

The Islamic Revolution Guard
Corps (IRGC) said on Sunday that
it carried out a series of retaliatory
strikes on Israel and US economic
interests in the Persian Gulf in re-
sponse to blatant aggression by US
and Israeli forces against Iranian
civilian infrastructure.

The announcement comes amid
the sixth week of a conflict between
Iran and a US-Israel coalition that
began on February 28. So far, the
strikes have killed over 2,000 peo-
ple in Iran amid the bombing of res-
idential areas.

On April 2, US and lIsraeli forces
conducted airstrikes that severe-
ly damaged the B1 Bridge near
Karaj, a major transportation link
northwest of Tehran. The bridge
was struck twice, killing at least
eight civilians and wounding nearly
100 others. The bridge, one of the
highest in the Middle East, was still
under construction and had not yet
opened to traffic when it was hit.
On April 4, US and Israeli strikes
targeted multiple petrochemical fa-
cilities in the Mahshahr Special Eco-
nomic Zone in Khuzestan Province,
a key hub of Iran’s petrochemical
industry. Casualties and significant
damage at plants within the com-
plex have been reported.

In its Sunday statement, the IRGC
said the recent operations were part
of the first phase of “Wave 96” of
Operation True Promise 4, executed
by its naval and aerospace forces.
According to the statement, the
strikes hit the following targets:

* Haifa, Israel — Heavy attack on a
refinery that supplied fuel for Israeli
fighter jets, damaging key infra-
structure.

» Habshan, United Arab Emirates —
Targeted gas facilities linked to US

IRGC warns of harsher retaliation if
US and Israel hit more cvilian [ranian
mirastructure

interests in the region.

* Al Ruwais, UAE — Missile attack
on a petrochemical plant producing
fuel used by US military and Israeli
forces, resulting in a large fire.

* Sitra, Bahrain — Drone attack on
a US petrochemical facility, causing
widespread fires and destroying key
production units.

e Shuaiba, Kuwait — Strikes on a
petrochemical complex linked to US
economic operations, causing fires
and halting production.

The IRGC framed these actions as
retaliation for the attacks on the
B1 Bridge and the Mahshahr pet-
rochemical facilities, and said this
first phase was only the beginning
of its response. Iran has warned
that further attacks on civilian infra-
structure would be met with even
stronger and more extensive retal-
iation, and that the United States
would be held financially accounta-
ble for the damages caused by its
military actions.

The strikes demonstrate Iran’s
growing capability to defend its
sovereignty and respond decisively
to aggression, targeting the infra-
structure of those who attacked Ira-
nian civilians and economic assets.
By hitting key enemy economic and
military-linked sites, Iran has sent
a clear message: any assault on its
territory will be met with propor-
tionate and effective retaliation.
While international actors continue
diplomatic discussions, the US and
Israel have shown disregard for
civilian safety by striking bridges
and industrial centers. Tehran has
emphasized that it will continue
to protect its people and interests,
and that attempts to intimidate or
weaken Iran will only strengthen its
resolve and regional influence.
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