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Persian Gulf pulse:
Activation of the
Strait of Hormuz

The world is facing a major crisis
that cannot wait, or it will escalate to
a level that disrupts all international
relations. Therefore, Trump does not
have the luxury of time to make a
decision to end the war as quickly as
possible, if it were in his hands.
Otherwise, we are heading toward a
major energy crisis, that will affect
all countries around the world. It will
also have negative repercussions
on the American economy, even if it
does not depend on the Persian Gulf
oil, because petrodollars from this
region are reinjected into the cycle of
the American economy.

Trust has been completely broken
between Iran and the Trump admin-
istration, something that will not
return. Just as aggressors came
across the seas to practice their ar-
rogance and aggression while nego-
tiations were underway, they must
now return and pay the price for
their actions, sooner or later, without
negotiations.

This is the logic of justice absent
from this world, which Iran calls
for, the very reason war was waged
against it. When the American side
overturned the negotiating table and
launched a surprise attack, negotia-
tions had been focused on the nu-
clear file. Now, since the start of the
war, the situation has changed.
The issue has become the war itself
and the conditions for ending it. This
is now lran’s priority. And this is no
longer related to the nuclear issue.
Now, negotiations are not about
pre-war conditions. The focus has
shifted to energy sources and supply
chains through the Strait of Hormuz.
On this basis, messages are ex-
changed through indirect negotia-
tions, either during a truce or during
the war, not just a ceasefire that
could be exploited for renewed be-
trayal during talks. There will be no
end to the war unless conditions are
met.

The aggressor must pay the price
for its aggression and be compelled
to submit to this outcome willingly.
This is because the cost of contin-
uing aggression will be greater than
the compensation required for the
initial act. This is the equation the
Islamic Republic is trying to impose,
so that the aggressor regrets its ac-
tions and does not repeat them.
The “magic word” in all of this is
the Strait of Hormuz, which had
not been actively used over past
decades. Now, at the time of this
aggression, the moment has come
to activate it, not in favor of the ag-
gressor, but as the most powerful
weapon against it.

This is the strategy recognized by
leader Ayatollah Sayed Mojtaba
Khamenei, becoming a guiding prin-
ciple for Iran in managing, organiz-
ing, and maintaining control over
the strait, forming a framework that
can automatically influence global
energy routes and serve oppressed
peoples.

The victory for Iran was twofold, de-
spite the severity of the strikes and
loss of lives: A victory in resilience,
and a victory in adding a new, highly
influential weapon that had not pre-
viously been considered, one sur-
passing all others. It is geography:
the Persian Gulf, the open seas, and
the strait between them.

One of the major consequences of
the global energy crisis is that it
is too significant to allow Israel to
willingly decide to continue the war.
The United States will make that de-
cision. One of the hidden outcomes
is that the Israeli occupation entity
becomes a detail rather than a de-
cisive player, even a burden, not
only on the Western capitalist pro-
ject that created it, but on the entire
world.

The Strait of Hormuz, at the mouth
of the Persian Gulf, has become a
weapon more powerful than all oth-
ers in its impact.
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Iran warns LY. and Israel: Attacks on power plants will triooer hroader retaliation

Five weeks into the U.S. and
Israeli military offensive that
began on February 28, Iran
continued to respond decisively
on Friday to the foreign aggres-
sion.

On Thursday, strikes inflicted
significant damage on key ci-
vilian and strategic sites in Iran.
Among them was the Pasteur
Institute of Iran in central Teh-
ran — a major medical and re-
search facility with a longstand-
ing role in public health — and
the B1 Bridge in Karaj, west of
the capital. Both suffered exten-
sive damage in separate raids,
with the bridge attack resulting
in verified civilian casualties,
including locals who were pres-
ent for Spring festivities. Tehran
condemned these attacks as
assaults on civilian life and na-
tional development and reiter-
ated that retaliatory operations
would continue against aggres-
sor forces.

On Friday morning, the Islam-
ic Revolution Guard Corps
(IRGC) announced the launch
of the 92nd wave of Opera-
tion “True Promise 4,” which
employed ballistic  missiles
and unmanned aerial vehicles
(UAVs) against U.S. and Israeli
military installations through-
out the Persian Gulf region and
strategic targets in Israel itself.

Iran condemns U.S. and Israel for “Darbaric assault” 1

The Permanent Mission of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
has submitted a formal let-
ter to UN Secretary General
Anténio Guterres and Secu-
rity Council President Jamal
Fares Alrowaiei, condemn-
ing a U.S.—Israeli attack on
the Pasteur Institute of Iran.
It also denounced explic-
it threats by U.S. President
Donlad Trump against Iran’s
civilian infrastructure. The
communication asserts that
these actions constitute war
crimes and declares that
Iran will exercise its right to
self-defense under Article 51
of the UN Charter.

This is the full text of the letter:
Upon instructions from my
Government, and with refer-
ence to our communications
regarding the ongoing war
of aggression by the United
States and the Israeli regime
against the Islamic Republic
of Iran, | am writing to inform
you and the members of the
Security Council of a heart-
breaking and outrageous at-
tack carried out, 2 April 2026,
by the U.S.-Israeli aggressors
against the Pasteur Institute
of Iran—the oldest and most
prestigious research and pub-
lic health center in the Middle
East, founded in 1920 in col-

According to IRGC statements,
these strikes successfully dis-
abled radar systems and naval
equipment associated with U.S.
and Israeli operations, under-
scoring Tehran’s capacity to
maintain a sustained defensive
posture despite weeks of for-
eign bombardment.

In a Friday statement, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Ebrahim Zolfaghari,
spokesperson for Iran’s Khatam
al-Anbiya Central Headquarters,
warned that any further attacks
on lranian infrastructure — in-
cluding bridges, power plants,
or energy facilites — would
trigger a broader and more
forceful response against U.S.
and Israeli assets across the
Middle East, and potential-
ly against infrastructure in
countries hosting U.S. bases.
Zolfaghari emphasized Tehran’s
defensive deterrence posture
while accusing U.S. and Israeli
leaders of pursuing policies that
endanger regional stability.
Friday’s warnings build on ear-
lier statements from lIranian
officials over the past weeks in
which Tehran said it would re-
spond to threats against its en-
ergy infrastructure with intensi-
fied counter-strikes, including
against fuel and energy targets
associated with U.S. and Israeli
forces.

laboration with the Pasteur
Institute of Paris. This act
constitutes not merely a war
crime in an unlawful war; it is
a barbaric assault on funda-
mental human values.

At the same time, the Presi-
dent of the United States has,
in parallel with the ongoing
attacks by the United States
and the Israeli regime against
civilians, civilian objects and
critical infrastructure in the
Islamic Republic of Iran, in-
cluding strikes on bridges,
continued to issue explicit
threats to destroy Iran’s infra-
structure. On 1 April 2026, the
President publicly threatened
to “hit Iran extremely hard”, to
“bring them back to the Stone
Age”, and to strike “each and
every one of their electric
generating plants ... very hard
and probably simultaneously”.
These disgraceful statements
followed his earlier remarks
of 30 March 2026, in which he
warned that, absent a prompt
agreement with Iran, the Unit-
ed States would “blow up and
completely obliterate” Iran’s
critical civilian infrastructure,
including electric generating
plants, oil facilities, Kharg Is-
land and desalination facilities.
Similarly, on 21 March 2026,
he threatened to “hit and oblit-
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Iran also publicly rejected
claims it targeted Kuwaiti de-
salination facilities. Kuwait's
Ministry of Electricity, Water
and Renewable Energy re-
ported material damage to a
desalination plant on Friday,
but the IRGC’s public relations
department condemned what it
described as an Israeli attack on
the same infrastructure, calling
it “unconventional and illegiti-
mate” and urging Persian Gulf
states to remain vigilant against
“U.S—Israeli  destabilization
efforts.” Tehran’s statement
framed the Kuwaiti incident
within the broader context of
external actors’ attempts to un-
dermine regional security.

Thursday’s U.S. and Israeli
strikes combined with Friday’s
Iranian retaliation highlight what
analysts describe as a shift in
the conflict toward increasingly
targeting economic and civilian
infrastructure, raising concerns
about broader humanitarian
and regional implications. The
Pasteur Institute, which has
played a critical role in vaccine
research and disease control,
was largely rendered inoper-
able, disrupting a facility with
historical significance in Irani-
an public health. Local officials
underscored its contribution to
combating cholera, COVID-19,

- |I-_-:f;‘ el
- -

erate” Iran’s power plants,
“starting with the biggest one
first.”

The statements of the Presi-
dent of the United States con-
stitute clear, direct and public
evidence of intent to commit
war crimes under internation-
al humanitarian law and the
Rome Statute of the Interna-
tional Criminal Court. Such
threats explicitly contemplate
the large-scale targeting and
destruction of civilian objects,
including infrastructure indis-
pensable to the survival of the
civilian population.

The United States shall bear

and other diseases — a factor
that Tehran says highlights the
humanitarian cost of the foreign
offensive.

Despite  repeated ~ Western
claims that Iranian missile and
drone capabilities have been
significantly degraded, both
Iranian official statements and
independent reporting indicate
that Tehran still retains a sub-
stantial portion of its strate-
gic arsenal, including ballistic
missile launchers and attack
UAVs, enabling it to continue
precise retaliatory operations.
This challenges assertions that
Iran’s defensive posture has
been crippled by sustained U.S.
and Israeli military actions.

The sustained operational ca-
pacity of Iran’s armed forces
underscores Tehran’s strategic
planning and resilience. While
Iranian authorities assert that
their military actions adhere to
principles of lawful self-defense
and proportionality, they have
sharply criticized U.S. and Is-
raeli tactics as indiscriminate
or disproportionate, particularly
when civilian infrastructure is

damaged.
International law experts and
humanitarian organizations

have raised concerns about
the targeting of Iranian civilian
infrastructure in the conflict,
noting that strikes on hospitals,
research facilities, and resi-
dential areas may run afoul of
international humanitarian law,
including the Geneva Conven-
tions’ protections for civilians
and civilian objects. Iranian of-
ficials have echoed these con-
cerns, calling on the interna-
tional community to scrutinize
such actions and distinguish
them from Iran’s defensive re-
Sponses.

The ramifications of the con-
flict now extend beyond Iranian
territory. The Strait of Hormuz,
long a crucial chokepoint for
global oil and gas transit, has
experienced heightened ten-
sion, contributing to uncer-
tainty in global energy markets
and concerns among economic
analysts about supply chain

full international legal respon-
sibility for any consequences
arising from these unlawful
threats, as well as from any
acts carried out pursuant
thereto. Such internationally
wrongful acts, if carried out,
would engage the responsi-
bility of the United States, as
well as the individual criminal
liability of those involved in
the planning, ordering or exe-
cution of such acts, who must
be held accountable.

In response to these deliber-
ate and unlawful threats and
attacks, and in the continued
absence of effective action

nurent letter to

stability. Regional governments
and international organizations
have repeatedly urged restraint
and diplomatic engagement to
prevent further escalation and
protect critical infrastructure.
On the domestic front, rather
than diminishing morale, the
foreign offensive has appeared
to strengthen Iranian nation-
al cohesion. Civilians, local
authorities, and emergency
responders have mobilized to
repair damaged infrastructure,
support medical treatment ef-
forts, and maintain essential
services. Officials assert that
these efforts reflect a unified
societal determination to pro-
tect national sovereignty and
overcome external pressure.
Analysts note that Tehran’s
continued ability to carry out
coordinated defensive actions,
combined with visible civilian
solidarity, reflects a broader
narrative of resilience. Rather
than capitulating under pres-
sure, Iranian institutions and
armed forces have sustained
a multi-faceted response that
Tehran frames as lawfully de-
fensive and necessary to safe-
guard its people and territorial
integrity.

As the conflict enters its sixth
week, Iran has reiterated its
commitment to defending its
sovereignty  while asserting
that it will continue to retaliate
against aggression within the
bounds of international law.
Tehran’s emphasis on strategic
deterrence, societal endurance,
and lawful defense stands in
contrast to the indiscriminate
tactics of foreign adversaries.
The world continues to observe
a conflict that extends beyond
battlefield engagements, raising
critical questions about civilian
protection, international legal
norms, and regional security
dynamics. Iran’s approach —
combining defensive military
operations with societal resil-
ience and international appeals
— positions it as a nation de-
termined to withstand external
pressures while safeguarding
its people and infrastructure.

._'_ _'_._.' l R 1
by the Security Council in
discharging its primary re-
sponsibility for the mainte-
nance of international peace
and security, the Islamic Re-
public of Iran has no alterna-
tive but to exercise its inher-
ent right of self-defence in
accordance with Article 51 of
the Charter of the United Na-
tions. The Islamic Republic
of Iran will take all necessary
and proportionate measures
to safeguard and defend its
sovereignty and territorial
integrity, ensure the security
of its people, and protect its
vital national interests.
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‘A massive war
crime’: Pezeshki-
an slams Trump’s
‘stone age’ threat

against Iran

President Masoud Pezesh-
kian has issued one of the
strongest  condemnations
yet of U.S. President Don-
ald Trump’s recent threat to
send Iran back to “the Stone
Ages,” calling the statement
equivalent to advocating
“a massive war crime” and
warning the world not to
remain silent in the face of
such rhetoric.

In a post on X, Pezeshkian
quoted a conversation with
his  Finnish  counterpart,
asking: “Does threatening to
send an entire nation back
to the Stone Age mean an-
ything other than a massive
war crime?” He added that
history is filled with those
who “paid a heavy price
for their silence in the face
of criminals,” urging global
actors to recognize the hu-
manitarian and legal impli-
cations of threats that imply
the destruction of a coun-
try’s modern infrastructure.
Trump’s comments, made
during a prime-time ad-
dress, vowed that the U.S.
would intensify attacks on
Iranian infrastructure and hit
the country “extremely hard
... bring them back to the
Stone Ages, where they be-
long,” unless Tehran agreed
to U.S. demands amid the
ongoing conflict.

Critics in Iran and around
the world have portrayed
the threat as dehumanizing
and potentially constituting
a war crime under interna-
tional law, which forbids
deliberate attacks on civilian
infrastructure and essential
services. For many in Iran,
such rhetoric underscores
what they see as a long-
standing pattern of hostile
U.S. policy aimed at under-
mining Iranian sovereignty
and dignity. Pezeshkian’s
criticism is part of a broader
Iranian response that rejects
any suggestion that Tehran
initiated conflict, emphasiz-
ing that Iran has only acted
in defense against external
aggression.

Iranian military figures and
public voices have also
rebuked the “stone age”
comments, framing them as
insults to a civilization with
thousands of years of histo-
ry, and emphasizing that it is
the United States that risks
suffering losses if the con-
flict continues.
Pezeshkian’s message was
not just aimed at Washing-
ton but at the international
community, urging watch-
dogs such as the World
Health Organization and the
International Committee of
the Red Cross to take notice
of threats that go far beyond
ordinary wartime language.
While the United States in-
sists its military objectives
are focused and justified,
the escalation in rhetoric
has sparked fear of a wid-
er humanitarian catastro-
phe, with critics warning
that normalizing language
about reducing a nation to
pre-industrial conditions is
a dangerous departure from
global norms and invites a
disastrous escalation of vi-
olence.
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Iran’s annual
non-oil trade
exceeds $109b

Iran’s Customs Administration
has announced that the coun-
try’s foreign non-oil trade in the
past Iranian calendar year 1404
(ended on March 20) reached
$109.673 billion.

According to a report by IRNA,
citing the Public Relations De-
partment of Iran’s Customs
Administration, the weight of
foreign trade during the stated
period amounted to 191.588
million tons.

Based on this report, out of
the total foreign trade in 1404,
150.508 million tons valued at
$51.657 billion were allocated
to non-oil exports, while 41.080
million tons worth $58.016 bil-
lion were allocated to imports.
Regarding non-oil exports, the
main destinations included Chi-
na, Iraq, Turkey, the United Arab
Emirates, and Afghanistan. Key
export commodities consist-
ed of petrochemical products,
natural gas condensates, steel
and iron products, fruits and
nuts (particularly pistachios
and dates), cement, and various
plastic materials.

The export volume showed a
slight increase compared to the
previous year, despite ongoing
sanctions and regional logistics
challenges. Imports primar-
ily consisted of intermediate
goods, machinery, medical
equipment, food products (in-
cluding rice and corn), and raw
materials for manufacturing.
China and the UAE remained the
top sources of Iran’s imports.
The trade deficit of approxi-
mately $6.36 billion reflects
continued pressure on lran’s
non-oil sector, though petro-
chemical exports helped narrow
the gap significantly compared
to earlier years.

As previously reported, Iran ex-
ported over 152 million tons of
non-oil goods worth $57.8 bil-
lion in year 1403, which ended
on March 20, 2025.

This marked a 10 percent in-
crease in volume and a 15.62
percent rise in value compared
to the previous year, according
to Abolfazl Akbarpour, the dep-
uty head of the Islamic Republic
of Iran Customs Administration
(IRICA) for planning and inter-
national affairs.

Imports totaled 39.3 million
tons valued at $72.4 billion, rep-
resenting a 0.77 percent decline
in weight but an 8.22 percent
increase in value from the previ-
ous year. The result was a non-
oil trade deficit of $14.6 billion,
largely due to the import of over
$8.0 billion worth of raw gold
bars, which accounted for 11.12
percent of the total import value.
Iran’s main non-oil exports in-
cluded natural gas, liquefied
propane and butane, methanol,
liquefied petroleum gases and
hydrocarbon gases, and gas
condensates.

Natural gas was the top export
item, with an average customs
value of $314 per ton.

Other leading exports were pe-
troleum bitumen, urea, non-al-
loy iron and steel billets, iron or
steel bars, and polyethylene.
The top destinations for Iran’s
exports were China at $14.8
billion, Iraq at $11.9 billion, the
United Arab Emirates at $7.2
billion, Turkey at $6.8 hbillion,
Pakistan and Afghanistan at
$2.4 billion each, and India at
$1.9 billion. These seven coun-
tries accounted for $47.6 billion,
or 82.3 percent of Iran’s total
non-oil export value.
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Tea vs. Coflee;
Which One Is Better
o Your Bones?
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Key Takeaways

e Women who drank tea had slightly
higher total hip bone mineral density
than those who did not, according to a
10-year study.

e Consuming more than five cups of
coffee daily was linked to lower bone
density.

* Tea’s natural compounds may support
bone formation and slow bone loss.

A study published in Nutrients followed
nearly 10,000 women ages 65 and older
for 10 years to examine whether tea or
coffee consumption affected their bone

mineral density. Researchers found that
women who drank tea had slightly high-
er total hip bone density than those who
did not.

Tea Drinkers Had Slightly Higher Bone
Density

Bone density is a key measure of oste-
oporosis risk, a condition that increases
the likelihood of fractures and can lower
quality of life.

The study participants reported their tea
and coffee intake over the decade, while
researchers regularly measured bone
density in their hips and thighs—areas

ranking

Iran national football team remained
21st in the latest FIFA world ranking

released on Thursday.

day, respectively.

Japan still are the best Asian team in

Team Melli lost to Nigeria 2-1and de-
feated Costa Rica 5-0 Friday and Tues-

the ranking, sitting in the 18th place.

France moved up two spots to the

first, followed by Spain and Argentina.

Iran prepare for the 2026 FIFA World

Cup, where Persians are drawn in

Group G along with Belgium, Egypt
and New Zealand.

where fractures are mo st
common.1 Tea drink- ers  had
slightly higher total bone density.

“Even small improvements in bone den-
sity can translate into fewer fractures
across large groups,” Enwu Liu, PhD,
a study author and an adjunct associate
professor at the Flinders University Col-
lege of Medicine and Public Health, said
in a statement.

Researchers also found that drinking
2-3 cups of coffee per day did not af-
fect bone health, while consuming more
than five cups daily was associated with

lower bone density.

However, in another recent study
published in Nature, genetic analysis
showed that higher coffee consumption
was associated with a lower risk of os-
teoporosis. People with higher caffeine
intake (including coffee, tea, soda, and
other beverages) had about a 60% lower
risk of osteoporosis compared to those
with low caffeine intake.2

Why Might Tea Benefit Bone Health?
Tea contains natural compounds called
catechins and theaflavins, which may
help with bone formation and slow its

breakdown. The researchers suggest
that coffee may interfere with calcium
absorption and bone metabolism, but
the impact is minimal. Adding milk to
coffee may help mitigate this effect.
Green tea, specifically, may retain the
most catechins and theaflavins due to
its harvesting method and minimal pro-
cessing, according to Julie Stefanski,
MEd, RDN, LDN, a registered dietitian
in York, PA, and a spokesperson for the
Academy of Nutrition & Dietetics.

She said that these compounds are low-
er in black, white, and oolong tea.

Trump’s threats to strike Iran's water plants is a potential war crime, alarm Perstan Gult allies

After President Donald Trump floated on Monday the possibility of ex-
panding the Iran war by potentially striking water treatment plants in Iran,
some Persian Gulf Arab countries reiterated grave concerns to the Trump
administration about any strikes on civilian infrastructure and the risk of
an intensifying tit-for-tat escalation, according to four regional sources.

Civilian infrastructure sites like water plants are clearly banned as targets
by international law. If Iran responded to a U.S. strike on a water plant by
hitting a similar facility in a nearby country, it could trigger devastating
consequences. “It will be a huge catastrophe if they strike, we rely on
desalination for almost all drinking water,” said one regional official, ex-

Al Larnjani:
[ran’s Martyr of
the Humanities

The strategy of targeted killings in Iran
is undergoing a decisive shift: from the
assassination of nuclear scientists to the
targeting of humanities scholars.

Dr. Ali Larijani was precisely what for-
mer International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) Director General Mohamed ElBa-
radei recently called an «interlocutor».
He is the kind of figure the world today
is desperately short of. Mediators are
those rare individuals who can navigate
a world trapped in irreconcilable binaries
and steer it toward peace. Our current
global order is built on such binaries:
they don’t reconcile, they keep fighting,
and ordinary people end up paying the
price. That dialectical, conciliatory spirit
is familiar to anyone who knows German
idealism, and it’s no accident that ElBara-
dei specifically mentioned Larijani’s four
books on Immanuel Kant.

Most commentary has focused on the
political dimension of Martyr Larijani’s
life, but the terror operation carried out
by the United States and Israel was,
before anything else, an attack on the
humanities in Iran—more than it was
a political or military assassination. It
marks the latest chapter in a pattern of
targeted Killings of Iranian scientists that
once played out only in the nuclear field
and has now reached the humanities. In
that sense, Dr. Larijani is the most signif-
icant “martyr of the humanities” in con-
temporary Iran, standing alongside fig-
ures like Masoud Alimohammadi, Majid
Shahriari, Mostafa Ahmadi-Roshan, and
Mohsen Fakhrizadeh. As remarkable as
Iran’s nuclear martyrs are, Larijani held
a different and arguably more distinctive
place—both for Iran and for the world.

He was a mediator between the various
forces shaping Iran’s political and social
scene, and beyond that, on the global
stage.

Larijani wasn’t just a humanities scholar;
his role in the world mirrored what the
humanities themselves do. Much like
the spirit that drives the social scienc-
es, political theory, and philosophy, he
could forge real understanding between
seemingly irreconcilable domains and
help create shared horizons—on a glob-
al scale. That sensibility runs counter to
the logic of modern science, which tends
to privilege certainty. Zygmunt Bauman,
for instance, argued that modernity isn’t
about freedom but about suppressing
uncertainty and asserting control. From
that angle, something like the Holocaust
wasn't an aberration but a logical out-
growth of modern science—an attempt
to carry out extermination with precision,
efficiency, and a grim kind of certainty.
The humanities, by contrast, are the
domain of interpretation, dialectics, and
resistance to the certainties that fuel
conflict. The dialectic—understood as
the humanities’ Hegelian gift to modern
thought—nhas always been about recon-
ciling what seems irreconcilable. That’s
why the political and diplomatic art of
negotiation, in which Martyr Larijani ex-
celled, is so closely tied to the spirit of
the humanities. The humanities are, in
essence, a hermeneutic negotiation be-
tween different ideas and perspectives.
To kill a philosopher-politician, then, is
to kill negotiation itself—to shut down
the very pathways that might lead us out
of the current global crisis; a crisis that
has drawn criticism even from European

plaining that the concerns about pursuing these strikes have been clearly
articulated to Trump administration officials in the past and were reiterat-
ed after Trump’s Truth Social post on Monday.
While several countries have privately reached out to the Trump admin-
istration to warn against such attacks, they’ve so far avoided publicly re-
buking the U.S. president.
Targeting critical civilian infrastructure, which includes water plants and
potentially power plants that have also been the subject of Trump threats,
could be considered a war crime. The Geneva Conventions and its proto-
cols define objects indispensable to the survival of a civilian population as

Killing a Philosopher-Politician Means
Killing Negotiation ltself—in a World
That Desperately Needs It

When the possibility of negotiation is
destroyed, peace—the thing negotiation
is meant to produce—slips out of reach.
Immanuel Kant, who was the central fo-
cus of Martyr Larijani's academic work
as a philosophy professor at the Uni-
versity of Tehran, published Perpetual
Peace: A Philosophical Sketch in 1795.
That text later became a foundational
inspiration for the creation of the United
Nations and its pursuit of global peace.
So it's clear enough: the US and Israel
aren’t just waging a war against a polit-
ical system. They’re waging one against
the humanities as an institution—an in-
stitution whose very nature leans toward
mutual understanding and the pursuit of
peace.

The natural sciences are neutral. They
can be used for good or for harm—think
of nuclear physics and the bomb. The
humanities are different. They are in-
herently oriented toward peace and lib-
eration. Seen this way, Iran today is on
the front line of defending the very idea
of peace, paying a higher price than any
other country in the process. Whatever
noise today’s empires of aggression
may make, history will remember how
the terrorist regimes of the twenty-first
century tried to kill the humanities. And
Martyr Larijani will stand as a witness
for future generations who care to think
through what happened.

illegal military targets, and clearly cites “drinking water installations and
supplies and irrigation work” as falling into that category.

“Desalination plants are purely civilian infrastructure. There is no legal

argument whatsoever for attacking them,” said Kenneth Roth, a former
executive director of Human Rights Watch, adding that those advising

Trump have “a responsibility not to implement any illegal order.”

Iran gets only a small fraction of its water from desalination plants. But
nearby countries including Qatar and Bahrain produce more than half of
their drinking water using the technology, which converts seawater into
potable water by removing the salt.

These days, the delusional Presi-
dent of the United States of America
repeatedly declares in an insulting
tone that he will bomb Iran “back to
the Stone Age.” In a twenty-minute
speech, in evening of April 1, 2026,
he once again repeated this nonsense
and added that he intends to return
Iranians to the Stone Age, “to which
they belong”! At first, | thought the
news text was something like an April
Fool’s joke.

But later, | saw on CNN that he had
indeed said exactly that. As a geol-
ogist who knows a little about geo-
logical periods, | should explain that
the Stone Age is the longest period
in modern geological-archaeological
history, spanning from the beginning
of the Quaternary period—about
2.5 million years ago—until roughly
3000 BCE. During this long era, es-
pecially in its final phase—approxi-
mately the last one hundred thousand
years—humans used stone tools. Its
final stages are divided as follows:
Paleolithic (Old Stone Age) — un-
til about 10,000 years ago: The era
of hunting with simple stone tools
such as axes, cave dwelling, and cave
paintings. Mesolithic (Middle Stone
Age) — from about 10,000 to 7,000
years ago: The transitional period
after the last Ice Age, marked by a
warmer climate, smaller tools, fish-
ing, and the domestication of dogs.
Neolithic (New Stone Age) — from
about 7,000 to 5,000 years ago: The
era of the agricultural revolution, in-
cluding plant cultivation, animal do-
mestication, pottery, the formation
of villages, and polished stone tools.
After the Neolithic period came the
Metal Age (Copper Age). Humans in
the Stone Age were nomadic hunt-
er-gatherers without permanent cit-
ies. They lived in caves and wooden

Stone Age? No, Mr. Trumy!
Your World Has Nothig to Do with Qur
Past or Present (ivilization!

or hide huts. Their culture revolved
around small kinship-based tribes
of 20 to 100 people. Leadership was
based on age and hunting skill. Soci-
ety lacked class divisions, and belief
systems were rooted in Shamanism
and Animism—the idea that every
object has a spirit and that nature is
sacred, ...—along with oral storytell-
ing traditions.

But Iranian civilization—of which
Trump and Netanyahu are either una-
ware (!) or perhaps aware but resent-
ful—nhas been recognized in human
history since when? lIranian civili-
zation is one of the oldest and most
influential civilizations in the world.
Over several millennia, it has played
a major role in shaping world history
in fields such as culture, science, art,
politics, architecture, urban develop-
ment, governance, and spirituality.
The Elamites (3000-640 BCE) were
among the earliest organized govern-
ments in the world and on the Iranian
plateau. The Medes (700-550 BCE)
formed the first Iranian state. The
Achaemenid Empire (550-330 BCE)
established the first great multina-
tional empire in world history. During
the Islamic era (from 651 CE on-
ward), Iranians, by integrating Per-
sian culture with Islamic thoughts,
played a foundational role in Is-
lamic civilization. Most of the great
scholars of Islamic jurisprudential
schools—both Shia and Sunni—as
well as the most prominent hadith
scholars in Islamic history, were
either Iranian or of Iranian descent.
Iranians are not only a major source
of global culture and civilization
through the Persian language, but
they also codified Arabic grammar.
The foundations of Arabic syntax
were established by “Sibawayeh of
Shiraz; Sibawayeh Shirazi”.
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