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‘Strait of Hormuz
is Iran’s geo-econom-
ic asset’

A political economy analyst, empha-
sizing that the Strait of Hormuz is
no longer merely a security tool or
a military leverage point but rather a
“geo-economic asset,” believes that
Iran has borne the cost of securing,
monitoring, and managing this vital
waterway for decades without re-
ceiving a proportionate economic
return from the global economy. The
concept of “intelligent traffic manage-
ment” represents a strategic maturity.
On the chesshoard of global polit-
ical economy, few points carry as
much geopolitical and geo-econom-
ic weight as the Strait of Hormuz.
Understanding the dynamics of this
waterway requires moving beyond
superficial analyses and adopting
a deeper look at power and energy
structures. In this regard, IRNA has
interviewed Alireza Abbasi, a politi-
cal economy and international trade
analyst, to examine Iran’s strategy
regarding the Strait of Hormuz and
the systemic consequences of any
tensions in energy infrastructure from
a broad and strategic perspective.

Answering this question: “Iran has
always emphasized that it is pursuing
the targeted management of traffic
in the Strait of Hormuz and that this
waterway is not closed. How effective
has this approach been so far in the
current war, and has it contributed
to Iran’s deterrence power?”, Abbasi
said: “To understand this issue, we
must set aside the traditional view of
the Strait of Hormuz. In modern anal-
yses, Hormuz for Iran is not merely a
“security corridor” or a military lever-
age point; rather, it is a “geo-econom-
ic asset.” The structural reality is that
Iran has borne the cost of securing,
monitoring, and managing this vital
waterway for decades without re-
ceiving a proportionate economic
return from the global economy. The
concept of “intelligent traffic manage-
ment” represents a strategic matu-
rity. This approach allows Tehran to
regulate the “risk” and “rhythm” of
energy transit without resorting to
extreme military actions that could
lead to uncontrollable tensions. In
fact, if this management becomes in-
stitutionalized within sustainable and
predictable frameworks, Iran will be
elevated from a purely security actor
to an “energy flow regulator.” This is
precisely the point at which intelligent
deterrence is created—a tool that
paves the way for securing Iran’s eco-
nomic rights in this global highway.”
To this question: “In the event of a
miscalculation and an attack on Iran’s
vital infrastructure (such as electricity
grids or energy facilities), what conse-
quences would await global markets?
Can such a blow be assessed as lim-
ited and localized?”, Abbasi replied:
“The great error in conventional anal-
yses is the assumption that one can
strike the infrastructure of a key play-
er in the Middle East and contain the
consequences within that country’s
borders. Iran’s infrastructure—from
its interconnected electricity grids
to its energy hubs and ports—has a
multi-layered and relatively resilient
architecture. Therefore, much of the
talk about destroying such infrastruc-
ture serves more as psychological
warfare. However, the more critical
issue is the “domino effect” in an in-
terconnected global economy. Iran is
one of the pillars sustaining the flow
of energy from the Persian Gulf. Any
disruption to these infrastructures
will immediately be pumped into the
global economy through the follow-
ing channels:

- Supply chain shock: Immediate dis-
ruption in the supply of crude oil, re-
fined products, and liquefied natural
gas (LNG).

- Soaring transit costs: A dramatic
increase in insurance premiums and
maritime shipping costs in the region.
- Market panic: Severe psychological
reaction from financial markets and a
sudden spike in energy prices.
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The world is facing a major
crisis that cannot wait, or it
will escalate to a level that
disrupts all international rela-
tions. Therefore, Trump does
not have the luxury of time
to make a decision to end the
war as quickly as possible, if it
were in his hands.

Otherwise, we are heading
toward a major energy crisis,
that will affect all countries
around the world. It will also
have negative repercussions
on the American economy,
even if it does not depend on
the Persian Gulf oil, because
petrodollars from this region
are reinjected into the cycle of

the American economy.

Trust has been completely
broken between Iran and the
Trump administration, some-
thing that will not return. Just
as aggressors came across
the seas to practice their ar-
rogance and aggression while
negotiations were underway,
they must now return and
pay the price for their actions,
sooner or later, without nego-
tiations.

This is the logic of justice ab-
sent from this world, which
Iran calls for, the very rea-
son war was waged against
it. When the American side
overturned the negotiating

table and launched a surprise
attack, negotiations had been
focused on the nuclear file.
Now, since the start of the war,
the situation has changed.

The issue has become the
war itself and the conditions
for ending it. This is now
Iran’s priority. And this is no
longer related to the nuclear
issue. Now, negotiations are
not about pre-war conditions.
The focus has shifted to ener-
gy sources and supply chains
through the Strait of Hormuz.
On this basis, messages are
exchanged through indirect
negotiations, either during a
truce or during the war, not

just a ceasefire that could be
exploited for renewed betrayal
during talks. There will be no
end to the war unless condi-
tions are met.

The aggressor must pay the
price for its aggression and
be compelled to submit to
this outcome willingly. This is
because the cost of continu-
ing aggression will be greater
than the compensation re-
quired for the initial act. This
is the equation the Islamic Re-
public is trying to impose, so
that the aggressor regrets its
actions and does not repeat
them.

The “magic word” in all of this
is the Strait of Hormuz, which
had not been actively used
over past decades. Now, at the
time of this aggression, the
moment has come to activate
it, not in favor of the aggres-
sor, but as the most powerful
weapon against it.

This is the strategy recognized
by leader Ayatollah Sayed Mo-
jtaba Khamenei, becoming a
guiding principle for Iran in
managing, organizing, and
maintaining control over the
strait, forming a framework
that can automatically influ-
ence global energy routes and
serve oppressed peoples.

The victory for Iran was two-
fold, despite the severity of
the strikes and loss of lives:
A victory in resilience, and a
victory in adding a new, high-

ly influential weapon that had
not previously been consid-
ered, one surpassing all oth-
ers. It is geography: the Per-
sian Gulf, the open seas, and
the strait between them.

One of the major consequenc-
es of the global energy crisis
is that it is too significant to
allow Israel to willingly de-
cide to continue the war. The
United States will make that
decision. One of the hidden
outcomes is that the Israeli
occupation entity becomes a
detail rather than a decisive
player, even a burden, not only
on the Western capitalist pro-
ject that created it, but on the
entire world.

The Strait of Hormuz, at the
mouth of the Persian Gulf,
has become a weapon more
powerful than all others in its
impact.

Now it has been proven
to the world that Iran has
prepared and acquired the
necessary capabilities and
weapons to protect this stra-
tegic waterway, making it
the primary strategy, and its

enemies themselves have
provided the opportunity to
implement it.

This development could ele-
vate both Iran and the world
to a new level in the manage-
ment, organization, and struc-
turing of international and
economic relations, toward a
more just global system.

US miscalculations and global eneray fallout of Iran war

The U.S.-Israeli war against Iran,
launched on February 28, began
with what analysts now describe as
profound strategic miscalculations.
Washington operated under the delu-
sional belief that a decapitation strike,
targeting Iran’s Leader and top offi-
cials, would trigger an immediate col-
lapse of the Iranian government, ena-
bling the U.S. to “pick the next leader
of Iran,” as President Donald Trump
himself stated.

Top U.S. economist Jeffrey Sachs
characterized the decision-making
process as lacking “sophisticated anal-
yses,” attributing the crisis to a small,
insular group of advisors “who think
like gangsters” with no expertise or
deep knowledge. According to Sachs,
President Trump overrode professional
military and diplomatic counsel who
advised against the operation.

The New York Times reported that even
Energy Secretary Chris Wright and oth-
er White House officials believed until
the eve of war that oil prices would
only experience brief fluctuations, ig-
noring warnings that Iran might close
the Strait of Hormuz, through which
approximately 20 percent of global oil
passes, and wage an economic war.
None of the anticipated outcomes
materialized. The Iranian government
did not collapse, no popular uprising
occurred, and Tehran responded with
sustained missile and drone cam-
paigns while effectively closing the
Strait of Hormuz to hostile actors.

Energy market devastation

The conflict has triggered a global
energy crisis of historic proportions.
Brent crude surged to nearly $120 per
barrel before stabilizing around $110,
marking a 60 percent increase since
hostilities began. Natural gas prices in
the European Union have risen by ap-
proximately 70 percent.

EU Energy Commissioner Dan Jgr-
gensen announced that the energy
shock has added roughly $16 billion
(14 billion euros) to the bloc’s fossil
fuel import costs in just one month.
“We should be under no illusion that
the consequences of this crisis for the
energy markets will be short-lived,”
Jrgensen warned. “Because they
won't”. Even if peace were declared to-
morrow, he stated, energy prices “will
not go back to normal in the foreseea-
ble future”.

The Financial Times reported that oil
soared 60 percent in March as the Iran
war choked global energy supplies,
with analysts warning of prolonged
disruptions to global oil supply chains.
Global economic toll

The International Energy Agency has
called the war in Iran “the greatest
global energy security threat in histo-
ry.” Beyond immediate price spikes,
the crisis threatens to trigger a global
recession through energy inflation.
The Financial Times has warned that
higher costs for everything, including
semiconductor inputs, might pop the
Al bubble sustaining the American

economy.
A food crisis comparable to that fol-
lowing Russia’s invasion of Ukraine
could follow, as the war disrupts not
just food prices but global fertilizer
flows, another fossil fuel-dependent
product, at the brink of planting sea-
son. JPMorgan analysts noted that the
conflict now exposes two major corri-
dors of global energy trade simultane-
ously, the Strait of Hormuz and the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait, “narrowing rerouting
options and increasing system-wide
supply-chain risk”.

Macquarie Group estimates that if dis-
ruptions continue through June, Brent
crude could hit $200 per barrel.
Diplomatic and strategic conse-
quences

The United States has privately conced-
ed that reopening the Strait of Hormuz
may not be possible within the presi-
dent’s timeline for ending the war, with
officials estimating restoration could
take weeks or months. U.S. allies in
the Persian Gulf, particularly the UAE,
Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and Kuwait—
whom Iran has formally protested to
the United Nations for allowing use of
their territory in the attacks— are now
grappling with insecurity stemming
from America’s discredit and the col-
lapse of American military hegemony
and prestige.

As Jeffrey Sachs warned, citing Henry
Kissinger's famous adage: “To be an
enemy of the United States is danger-
ous, but to be a friend is fatal”.

Tehran mourns Admiral Tangsirt with orief and defrance

A sea of mourners flooded the streets of Tehran on
Wednesday to honor Rear Admiral Alireza Tangsi-
ri, the fallen commander of the Islamic Revolution
Guard Corps Navy, in a funeral marked by both pro-

found sorrow and unyielding resolve.

Following an earlier ceremony in the southern port
city of Bandar Abbas, where thousands first gath-
ered to pay tribute, the farewell in Tehran unfolded
on a far grander scale. Crowds from all walks of life
converged on Enghelab Square, their voices rising in
unison, their grief etched across every face. Draped
in flags and carried on the shoulders of the people,
the coffins of Admiral Tangsiri, 12 fellow fighters and
Jamshid Es’haghi [the advisor to the Armed Forces
chairman who was martyred along with his family

votion.

The ceremony, held on Islamic Republic Day, carried
a symbolism that resonated deeply. It was not mere-
ly a farewell, but a declaration—that the memory of
those who fall in defense of their nation does not

fade; it ignites.

members in a strike on his house in Tehran] moved
slowly through the heart of the capital—each step
a testament to sacrifice, each tear a tribute to de-

Born in 1962, Tangsiri was a figure shaped by dec-
ades of conflict and commitment. A veteran of the
Iran-lraq War, he rose through the ranks to com-
mand the IRGC Navy, a position he has held since
2018, following his appointment by the martyred
Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali

Khamenei. To many, he embodied steadfastness—
an officer whose words and actions reflected a life-
time of defiance and duty.

His assassination, announced just days ago, sent

shockwaves across the nation. According to official
statements, he succumbed to injuries sustained
during recent Israeli-U.S. strikes—an end that, for
many mourners, only deepened the sense of both

loss and purpose.

As chants echoed through the streets and black ban-
ners fluttered against the skyline, the message from
Tehran was unmistakable: the fallen are not forgot-
ten. In the hearts of the people, they endure—not
only as memories, but as symbols of resistance,
unity, and an unbroken will.
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Targeting Khouz-
estan Steel Company
means striking peo-

ple’s livelihood

In recent days, the facilities of Khou-
zestan Steel Company (KSC) in Ah-
vaz came under military attack—an
incident with implications far be-
yond a conventional security event.
The targeting of a major industrial
complex is a clear sign of the ex-
pansion of U.S—Israeli objectives
into the economic foundations of
people’s everyday lives.
Khouzestan Steel Company is not
merely an industrial facility. With
more than 120,000 shareholders
and thousands of workers and fam-
ilies whose livelihoods depend on it,
the company forms part of a broad-
er network that sustains economic
life in southern Iran. An attack on
such a facility is, in effect, an attack
on that network—on jobs, incomes,
and daily life. The consequences do
not remain confined to the industrial
sphere; they quickly reach house-
holds and communities.

For years, adversaries have sought
to portray their hostile actions as
being directed at political struc-
tures rather than the Iranian people.
However, attacks on economic in-
frastructure—such as Khouzestan
Steel Company—nhave exposed and
challenged that claim. A civilian in-
dustrial facility, with no connection
to military activity, has been delib-
erately targeted. In such circum-
stances, the distinction between
“pressure on the system” and direct
harm to ordinary people becomes
increasingly unjustifiable and is ul-
timately set aside.

This also raises a broader question
of principle. Much has been said
about rules, norms, and the ethics
of conflict. Yet targeting economic
infrastructure that directly supports
civilian life stands in clear tension
with those claims. At the same time,
recent patterns of behavior suggest
an approach that extends beyond
strategic calculation—one that ap-
pears to seek pressure through dis-
ruption of ordinary life.

The attack on Khouzestan Steel
Company is a clear sign of the ex-
posure of the true nature of this
confrontation—one that has now
reached the level of people’s liveli-
hoods. Experience shows that tar-
geting the economic life of a soci-
ety does not weaken it as intended.
On the contrary, it tends to deepen
shared understanding and reinforce
social cohesion, ultimately strength-
ening their support for national in-
stitutions.

Iran expands strikes
on US, Israeli tar-
gets with drones and
missiles

Iran’s military forces have intensified
their operations against U.S. and
Israeli positions, launching a new
wave of drone and missile strikes
across Israel and the wider West
Asia region, according to official
statements released on Wednesday.
The Iranian Army said it had carried
out drone attacks targeting the posi-
tions of U.S. Airborne Warning and
Control System (AWACS) and refu-
eling aircraft, as well as associated
radar and electronic warfare facili-
ties. The strikes reportedly focused
on locations linked to U.S. military
activity, including sites at Ben Gu-
rion Airport and installations in the
United Arab Emirates.

In its statement, the Army said it
used long-range Arash-2 drone
systems, capable of operating at
distances of up to 2,000 kilometers,
describing the attacks as a response
to the U.S. and Israeli airstrikes on
Iranian territory.
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Iran remain
unchanged in
FIFA ranking

Saturday - April 04, 2026

Iran national football team remained
21st in the latest FIFA world ranking
released on Thursday.

Team Melli lost to Nigeria 2-1and
defeated Costa Rica 5-0 Friday and
Tuesday, respectively.

Japan still are the best Asian team in

the ranking, sitting in the 18th place.
France moved up two spots to the
first, followed by Spain and Argentina.
Iran prepare for the 2026 FIFA World
Cup, where Persians are drawn in
Group G along with Belgium, Egypt
and New Zealand.

Pezeshkian to
Americans: Iran has
never started a war

Iranian President Masoud Pezeshki-
an has addressed the American pub-
lic in a detailed letter, urging them
to look beyond political narratives
and reassess their understanding
of Iran’s history and intentions. In
the message released on Wednes-
day, he emphasized that Iran has
never initiated a war in its modern
history and has consistently avoid-
ed aggression, expansionism, and
domination. Pezeshkian described
Iran-U.S. relations as deeply mis-
understood, shaped by competing
narratives and longstanding geopo-
litical tensions. He highlighted that
despite facing invasions, external
pressure, and decades of sanctions,
Iran has maintained a defensive
posture and responded only to
threats against its sovereignty.

The Iranian president also pointed
to historical turning points, particu-
larly the 1953 coup, as a source of
enduring mistrust between the two
nations. He criticized continued U.S.
policies, including military presence
in the region and sanctions, arguing
they have contributed to instability
and hardship for ordinary Iranians.
At the same time, Pezeshkian un-
derscored Iran’s domestic progress,
noting  significant improvements
in education, healthcare, and tech-
nological development despite ex-
ternal pressures. He stressed that
the Iranian people hold no hostility
toward Americans and distinguish
between governments and citizens.
Calling for a shift away from con-
frontation,  Pezeshkian invited
Americans to seek a more balanced
perspective on Iran and consider di-
alogue over conflict. He added that
the future depends on choosing en-
gagement and mutual understand-
ing rather than continued tension.

First 40-kW hybrid
solar power plant
inaugurated in Qom
province

The first 40-kW hybrid solar power
plant in Qom province was inaugu-
rated in the presence of the gover-
nor to enhance passive defense and
energy self-sufficiency in executive
bodies. According to IRNA, the first
40-kW hybrid solar power plant of
the Qom Provincial Grain Gompany
was opened on Tuesday night with
Akbar Behnamiju, the governor of
Qom, in attendance.Speaking at
the ceremony, Behnamiju highlight-
ed the beginning of a surge in the
construction of solar power plants
in government offices to achieve
self-consumption, stating that these
plants enable facilities to secure
their electricity supply without reli-
ance on the national grid.

Noting that the number of offices
equipped with solar energy in Qom
has increased from two units in
2023 to 23 units this year, he add-
ed that the official capacity of these
plants has reached one megawatt.
He further noted that the latest pro-
ject at the Grain Company, with a
storage capacity of up to 500 kVA,
can supply the office’s electricity
needs for several days.
Emphasizing the need to double
efforts in this sector during the
year 2026, the governor of Qom
announced the expansion of solar
power plants in schools, mosques,
and residential sectors through the
provision of banking facilities.
Khosro Sameri, the Deputy Coordi-
nator of Givil Affairs at Qom Gover-
norate, also stressed the necessity
of expanding solar power plants
in residential areas, schools, and
mosques, highlighting the pivotal
role of infrastructure.

| Health Benefits of Eating Yogurt I)ﬂlly

Source:

Yogurt is a popular dairy product made
by fermenting milk in a bacterial yogurt
culture. The bacteria ferment lactose (a
natural sugar in milk) and produce lactic
acid.1 This causes the proteins in milk
to curdle and results in the tangy yogurt
taste and texture. Yogurt can be made
from different types of milk.

Yogurt provides calcium and protein and
may enhance healthy probiotic gut bac-
teria. There are many health benefits of
yogurt.2

1. Improves Digestion

Yogurt is known for its digestive health
benefits because of the bacterial cultures
it contains. Many types of yogurt have
probiotics, beneficial bacteria that im-
prove gut health.3

People with irritable bowel syndrome
may experience improved symptoms
when they eat yogurt regularly.45 The
probiotics in yogurt may also relieve
symptoms of chronic diarrhea or consti-
pation.67

2. Supports Bone Health

Yogurt is rich in calcium, essential for
healthy bones and teeth. Eating foods
high in calcium is important to strength-

en your bones and reduce the risk of os-
teoporosis.8

Yogurt does not naturally contain vitamin
D but may be fortified with it. Vitamin D
helps the body absorb calcium. It also
improves immune health and reduces
the risk of heart disease.9

3. Helps Lower Blood Pressure

Eating yogurt regularly may improve
heart health and lower blood pressure.10
Most types of yogurt contain B vitamins
like vitamin B12 (cobalamin) and vitamin
B2 (riboflavin) that protect against heart
disease and lower the risk of neural tube
congenital disabilities.1112

Yogurt also contains phosphorus, mag-
nesium, and potassium. These minerals
help to regulate blood pressure and me-
tabolism.131415

4. Reduces Inflammation

Yogurt contains probiotics that may
strengthen the immune system by re-
ducing inflammation. Chronic inflamma-
tion is linked to several health conditions
and infections.16

Who Should Avoid Yogurt?

Yogurt has several potential health ben-
efits, but it isn’'t for everyone. You may

need to avoid yogurt if you have a chron-
ic health condition that causes issues
with dairy.

Lactose Intolerance
People with lactose intol-
erance cannot con-
sume many types
of dairy. This
condition
occurs
when the
body

doesn’t
produce
enough
lactase, an
enzyme that
breaks down the
lactose in milk and
yogurt. People who are

lactose intolerant may experience diges-
tive problems like abdominal pain
and diarrhea.21

Milk Aller-

People with a milk allergy are allergic
.. to casein or whey, the proteins
found in milk. Yogurt contains
these proteins as well. Dairy
may cause a serious allergic
reaction such as hives,
swelling, and trouble
& Dbreathing (anaphy-
laxis).

Leader lauds Hezbollah chief’s wisdom, reatfirms Iran’s support for resistance

The Leader of the Islamic Revolution, Ayatollah Seyyed Mojtaba
Khamenei, has expressed his appreciation to religious scholars and
figures in Iran and abroad for their messages of condolence follow-
ing the martyrdom of Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khamenei, Leader of the

Islamic Revolution.

In a series of messages issued on Wednesday, he thanked senior
clerics, seminary scholars, Sunni religious leaders across Iran’s

provinces, and prominent figures from the wider region and beyond  rael.

for their expressions of solidarity.

Avyatollah Ali Khamenei was martyred in a joint U.S.-Israeli airstrike

He described steadfastness and resistance as defining features of
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s leadership, a period marked by the sacrifice

on his residence and office in Tehran on February 28, at the outset of
a large-scale military campaign against Iran.
In a separate message addressed to Naim Qassem, Secretary-Gen-
eral of Hezbollah, the Leader stressed that Iran’s strategic course re-
mains firmly anchored in continuing the path of Ruhollah Khomeini
and the martyred leader—namely, support for resistance against the
principal adversaries of the Islamic world, the United States and Is-

How UN-Iseaell war on Iran
1§ breaking Persian Gulf economies

For decades the Per3|an Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (PGCC) states have sold the
world a vision of gleaming metropolises,
logistical hubs, and safe harbors for global
capital. Yet, one month into the US-Israeli
military campaign against Iran, that vision
lies shattered.

While the world watches the military ex-
changes, a silent and devastating econom-
ic crisis is unfolding across the Persian
Gulf—one that will define the region’s
prosperity for a generation.

The numbers are stark. According to a
recent research briefing by Oxford Eco-
nomics, the war has effectively pushed the
region into a sudden stop.

The firm has downgraded aggregate PGCC
real GDP growth for 2026 by 4.6 percent-
age points from pre-war estimates, landing
at a contraction of -0.2%.

This is not merely a “slowdown”; it is a
recession born of direct hits, closed sea
lanes, and evaporating investor confi-
dence.

The primary mechanism of this destruc-
tion is the effective closure of the Strait of
Hormuz.

By shutting this chokepoint, through
which roughly 20% of global oil flows,
Iran has severed the economic lifeline of
its neighbors. Fitch Ratings notes that
the conflict has sent oil prices soaring,

projecting an average of $70/be in 2026
with an adverse scenario pushing prices
toward $128/bbl in the second quarter.
While higher oil prices might sound like a
boon for producers, it is a catastrophe if
you cannot sell the oil.

Oxford Economics highlights a dangerous
divergence: “Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain, and
the UAE face significant downgrades due
to their inability to reroute their hydrocar-
bon exports, which means production will
need to shut down once storage facilities
fill up.”

Beyond oil: How war is crippling industry
& tourism

The crisis extends beyond energy. Before
the war, the Persian Gulf was positioning
itself as the world’s transit hub, compet-
ing for tourists and logistics contracts.
That era is on hold. The war has shattered
the perception of the Gulf as a “safe hav-
en.” The massive sovereign wealth funds
(SWFs) of the region—controlling trillions
in assets—are now retrenching.

Reuters reported last week that at least
three Persian Gulf states are reviewing
their international investment strategies to
cover domestic war losses, with officials
noting that “consideration of SWF invest-
ment strategies has already begun.”

The future: A region redrawn

Looking forward, the economic horizon is

dark. Even if a ceasefire is signed tomor-
row, the “business environment” of the
Persian Gulf has fundamentally changed.
Insurance premiums for shipping through
the region have skyrocketed, making the
Persian Gulf an expensive detour rather
than a thoroughfare.

Tourism, which Saudi Arabia’s “Vision
2030” relied upon, will take years to recov-
er as western nations issue travel warn-
ings.

Furthermore, the fiscal damage will alter
the social contract. With oil exports stifled,
the massive state-led employment and in-
frastructure projects in the UAE and Saudi
Arabia may face budget cuts.

The coming months will likely test the re-
gion’s social stability as governments pivot
from economic diversification to damage
control.

The PGCC states find themselves in an
impossible position. They are victims of a
conflict they did not start, yet they are ex-
pected to bear its heaviest financial burden.
As the war continues, the dream of a post-
oil, tourism-driven Persian Gulf is being
replaced by the grim reality of recession,
rationing, and reconstruction.

The world may be focused on the geopoli-
tics of the strike, but the economic war has
already been lost by the neighborhood next
door.

of senior commanders, including Lt. Gen. Qassem Soleimani, as well

as other figures from the Islamic Revolution Guard Corps and Army.

Praising Hezbollah’s legacy of struggle, he referred to figures such
as Ragheb Harb, Abbas al-Musawi, Hassan Nasrallah, and Hashem
Safieddine. He expressed confidence that Sheikh Naim Qassem’s
leadership, wisdom, and resolve would counter adversarial plans and
help restore stability and security in Lebanon.

Ayatollah Khamenei concluded by reaffirming that the Islamic Repub-

the American-Israeli axis.

Government seriously manages people’s
livelthood, supports husimesses i war-
{ime conditions

ok

Simultaneously with the American-Zi-
onist aggression and attack on Iran,
government bodies are seeking to
manage people’s livelihoods and sup-
port the economy through policies
focused on facilitating and accelerating
service delivery.

According to IRNA, the government,
in cooperation with the private sector,
aims to expand its support network
for various segments of the population
and entrepreneurs under the wartime
conditions imposed on the country.The
effects and benefits of this policy have
been tangible over the past month, re-
flected in the stability of markets.
Monitoring the actions of the Minis-
tries of Industry, Mining and Trade;
Economy; Agriculture; Cooperatives,
Labor, and Social Welfare; and other
institutions indicates a continuous ef-
fort by the government to streamline
trade processes for entrepreneurs |,
manage livelihoods, and support the
economy for different segments of
society.

Key measures in recent days include:
extending the deadline for using cus-
toms facilities for goods clearance
and accelerating imports; disbursing
new financial facilities to households
without income and small and medi-
um-sized enterprises affected by the
war; implementing the “credit pur-

lic’s policy remains committed to supporting resistance in the face of

chase of goods and services” plan for
heads of households; and granting
facilities to a larger number of retirees.
The Iranian Customs Administration,
an affiliate of the Ministry of Economy,
had previously provided facilities for
goods clearance over the past month
and has now extended this process for
another month.

Accordingly, special customs facilities
remain available for entrepreneurs in
emergency situations, allowing goods
owners to clear their shipments.
These customs measures aim to expe-
dite the clearance of goods and accel-
erate customs procedures.

As a result, with the round-the-clock
efforts of customs staff and coop-
eration from adjacent organizations,
2.255 million tons of essential goods
have been definitively cleared and en-
tered the country through customs
over the past month, from the begin-
ning of the “Ramadan War” until now.
Furthermore, the Trade Promotion
Organization, under the Ministry of
Industry, Mining and Trade, has taken
steps in cooperation with the Iranian
Customs Administration to facilitate
trade processes.

The most significant of these meas-
ures is the extension of the validity of
business cards (trade licenses) and
registration orders.
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