What Are the Early Siens and Symptoms of

Breast Cancer?
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Israel-US war
on Iran and position of
Persian Gulf states

At dawn on Saturday, February 28,
2026, Israel and the United States
officially and jointly attacked Iran and,
at the very outset, assassinated the
Leader of the Islamic Republic. This
occurred while negotiations between
Iran and the United States were on-
going. The Foreign Minister of Oman
had, with full optimism, reported pro-
gress in the talks to U.S. officials. The
Director General of the International
Atomic Energy Agency was present
at the Geneva negotiations as both an
observer and a participant. President
Trump himself had announced that
the next meeting would take place on
the upcoming Friday. Nevertheless,
the racist Netanyahu had declared that
he would do everything in his power
to sabotage this agreement. This is
the second time that Trump has sac-
rificed global security to the reckless
adventures of the criminal Netanyahu.
The reality is that these two malicious
figures have rendered politics and
diplomacy dysfunctional worldwide.
Like rogues, they utter words at every
moment and then act contrary to their
own statements, setting the world on
fire. The expectation from our neigh-
bors and the countries of the south-
ern Persian Gulf was that they would
offer condolences to the government
and people of Iran on the martyrdom
of Iran’s leader and condemn the Is-
rael-U.S. aggression, which occurred
without any justification and without
going through any legal process at the
United Nations. However, not only did
they fail to do so, but they also con-
sidered Iran’s retaliatory response to
the attacks on the aggressors’ bases
as an attack on their own territory and
immediately conveyed to Iran their in-
tention to reserve the right to retaliate.
Of course, these countries had previ-
ously made a similar mistake during
Saddam’s aggression against Iranian
territory. Yet this time it was expected
that they would stand by their patient
and Muslim neighbor, who was at-
tacked during the holy month of Ram-
adan by a racist Zionist regime. More-
over, Iran had already warned them
that, in the event of aggression by
Israel and the United States, the war
would become regional. How can they
remain silent in the face of aggression
by the criminal Netanyahu—who is
wanted by the International Criminal
Court on charges of genocide and
who has mercilessly killed more than
70,000 Palestinian Arabs—and then
line up against Iran? It would have
been better for our neighbors in the
southern Persian Gulf to at least take
alook at Britain. The Prime Minister of
that country, which founded Israel and
is a strategic ally of the United States,
never agreed to call the actions of
these two criminals lawful.

_www.esfahan-news.com

[ran pounds Israel, UN seeks to save face

Trump and Netanyahu
must have dreamed wild
dreams of an across-the-
board victory, almost-in-
stant victory after launch-
ing the war against Iran.
Alas, the war surges, and
Israel is under attack with
citizens pleading for a
stoppage. Fighter jets in
U.S. bases in Persian Gulf
states have fled in fear.
Considering the muscle
Iran has shown and its
resilience, the chances of
U.S. bases relocating in
the Persian Gulf are, but
remote.

Fighting massive stock-
piles with depleted, de-
pleting stockpiles

Israel and the U.S. have
some common bad news.
Their stockpiles are de-
pleting rapidly, while Iran
has enough and more.
Trump has started to an-
nounce that he was receiv-
ing offers of a ceasefire
from Iran. That's a load
of BS. Iran has not time
and intent to talk to the liar
Trump, and the thought-
less, mindless Netanyahu.
A ceasefire may be a good
idea but the bloated egos
of Israeli-U.S. leaders
have sent them packing
into a quiet corner looking
for fibs to tell their peo-
ple. Most Americans will
castoff the pill that Trump
offers that he had brought
Iran down to his knees.
He might have killed Aya-
tollah Khamenei, but that
act alone has brought
Iranians into significantly
deeper unity and Khame-

nei is now a martyr char-
acterized by his courage
and loyalty to his people.
He did not hide in a bunker
as the cowardly Netanya-
hu does every time a siren
goes off. Nor did Ayatollah
Khamenei hide for cover.
He worked where he al-
ways did for his people.
The coward and the sinful,
corrupt liar, Trump, is in a
room trying to invent fairy
tales about how they had
actually obliterated the
regime and aroused anger
among the people. Even
fairy tales must sound in-
teresting and be reasona-
bly realistic. In his cabinet,
Trump has only a set of
nincompoops who cannot
reel out a plausible theory.
The world is not listening
to American propagan-
da except the senseless
corporate media who are
dictated by their bosses
to churn out lies, lies, and
more lies. And, as in every
country around the world,
there are the jesters who
cheer on with each lie
wanting more such non-
Sense.

Reliable Al Jazeera reports
illustrate that the U.S.-Is-
rael air campaign has
entered its sixth day, with
strikes targeting Iranian
internal  security, nucle-
ar sites, and leadership.
Iran has responded by
launching massive waves
of drones and missiles,
targeting Israel and U.S.
assets across the Persian
Gulf.

Israel faces multiple bar-

rages from Hezbollah
Iran has conducted mul-
tiple  missile  barrages
against Israel, with tons
of debris falling in the Tel
Aviv area, causing injuries.
Hezbollah has also target-
ed Haifa with “high-quality
missiles”. U.S. personnel
and citizens are leaving the
region due to significant
threats to U.S. bases and
embassies. The U.S. em-
bassy in Kuwait was re-
portedly struck by drones.
High-end interceptor mis-
siles (e.g., THAAD, Patri-
ots) are being used in high
numbers. Reports indicate
that over 150 THAAD in-
terceptors were fired by
the US to counter Iranian
missiles, representing a
significant portion of the
available inventory.

The cost of interceptors is
significantly higher than
the Iranian drones and
missiles they target, mak-
ing it a sustainable strate-
gy for Iran but not for the
U.S. or Israel. Estimates
suggest Iran has thou-
sands of missiles capable
of striking throughout the
region. The core concern
for the U.S. and Israel is
the potential to run out of
interceptors, as Iran has
more missiles than the al-
lies have interceptors.
Israel is prioritizing the
destruction of Iranian TEL
launchers and production
facilities to shrink the
threat, while Iran focuses
on using high-volume,
“first punch” attacks.
Untruth social!

Trump has publicly stat-
ed that U.S. stocks are
high and sufficient, al-
though experts warn that
a prolonged conflict could
severely strain U.S. mu-
nitions needed for other
global contingencies, such
as in the Indo-Pacific. Pro-
longed, intense exchang-
es with Iran are rapidly
depleting U.S. and Israeli
interceptor missile stock-
piles, with some estimates
suggesting critical short-
ages if fighting continues
for 10 or more days. Iran
is believed to possess a
large, sustainable inven-
tory of ballistic missiles
(over 3,000) and drones,
while  U.S.-Israeli inter-
ceptor production cannot
keep pace with demand.
An Al Jazeera report
shows how this is turning
into a “salvo competition”
or “war of attrition” cen-
tered on who runs out of
precision-guided  weap-
ons first. Reliable reports
clearly indicate that in
terms of sheer numbers,
Iran is way ahead and will
have a huge surplus of
missiles after the U.S. and
Israel have used up theirs.
Iran is utilizing a vast, di-
verse, and largely hidden
stockpile, while Israel and
the U.S. rely on superior
but depleting, high-cost,
multi-layered air defense
systems.

Major shipping
blocked off

Iran has maintained its
ability to strike and has
closed the Strait of Hor-

lines

muz, threatening to attack
any vessel attempting to
pass. Iran claims it has
not yet used its most ad-
vanced weaponry. That's

coming.

Sea Time  Maritime
News reports that ma-
jor shipping lines are

pausing trans-Suez sail-
ings through the Bab
el-Mandeb Strait due to
the deteriorating security
situation in the Middle
East, effectively restrict-
ing traffic to the canal.
The ongoing disruptions
since late 2023 have cost
Egypt billions in transit
fees, and the renewed in-
security dashed hopes for
a full 2026 recovery of the
route. Major carriers like
Maersk and Hapag-Lloyd
have paused services fol-
lowing renewed tensions,
with the Red Sea-Suez
route remaining high-risk
for commercial shipping.
Maersk, Hapag-Lloyd,
and others are re-routing
services around the Cape
of Good Hope instead of
utilizing the Suez Canal,
causing significant delays
and increased shipping
Costs.

Qil prices hit global econ-
omy

Qil prices have soared,
and major air carriers have
suspended flights in the
region. The surrounding
Red Sea security threat
creates a de facto closure
for many container ships
and cargo vessels. In
March 2026 alone, inten-
sifying conflict in the Mid-
dle East, Brent crude has
risen above $82 per barrel
and touching $85, driven
by fears of supply disrup-
tions through the critical
Strait of Hormuz. The con-
flict, involving U.S.-Israeli
actions against Iran, has
triggered a significant risk
premium. Analysts warn
that if the conflict contin-
ues, it could push prices
further up, potentially
forcing central banks into
a difficult position of fight-
ing inflation while trying to
prevent recession.
Evaluating Iranian power
The ongoing military con-
flict between the U.S.-Is-
rael coalition and Iran has
highlighted significant
complexities in evaluating

Iranian power. While the
U.S. and lIsrael possess
superior,  high-technol-
ogy air power, Iran has
demonstrated a capacity
for unexpected, asymmet-
ric, and disruptive retalia-
tion that has challenged
initial, perhaps under-cal-
culated, assessments of
their military strength.
Again, | quote from Al Ja-
zeera: “While the U.S.-Is-
rael strikes have aimed to
‘pulverize’ lran’s military
capacity, the ability of Teh-
ran to retaliate suggests
a complex, evolving, and
highly resilient military
force that has forced a
re-evaluation of its pow-
er’.

While Iran’s conventional
air force and defense sys-
tems are weak compared
to the combined U.S.-Is-
rael force, Iran has effec-
tively leveraged a large,
diverse missile arsenal
(2,000-3,000  missiles)
and drone capabilities for
“asymmetric deterrence”.
Despite suffering dam-
age from joint U.S.-Israel
strikes in June 2025, Iran
managed to launch ma-
jor, retaliatory strikes on
Israeli urban centers and
U.S. bases in the Persian
Gulf region in 2026, show-
ing a greater ability to fight
back than some analysts
predicted.

Iran’s ability to “catch the
mightier U.S. and Israel
on the back foot” stems
from its strategic use of
drones, missiles, and re-
gional resistance groups,
rather than direct, force-
on-force engagement. It
is a question of strategic
miscalculation and over-
confidence. While initial
2025 assessments high-
lighted the limited damage
caused by Iranian strikes
at that time, the 2026 con-
flict saw a more “structur-
ally aggressive” doctrine
from Tehran, which an-
alysts suggest may not
have been fully anticipat-
ed. Iran’s vast numerical
advantages in personnel
(610,000 active) and its
ability to threaten energy
infrastructure in the Per-
sian Gulf have provided
it with the ability to with-
stand a longer, high-inten-
sity conflict.

Customs
clearance of
goods facili-
tated nation-

wide

Following follow-ups
by the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Industries,
Mines and Agriculture
to facilitate the clear-
ance of goods from
the country’s customs,
importers can now
clear their goods with-
out a SATA code and
solely based on a com-
mitment not to receive
foreign currency.
According to IRNA,
the Iran Chamber of
Commerce, Indus-
tries, Mines and Agri-
culture announced on
Wednesday: ~ “Given
the necessity of expe-
diting the clearance of
shipments  currently
in customs premises
during this sensitive
period, based on de-
cisions made by the
relevant  authorities
and bodies, it has been
decided that importers
who wish to release
their goods from cus-
toms without obtaining
and presenting a SATA
code can proceed with
the release of their
goods by having the
owner or their legal
representative insert
a commitment in the
Comprehensive  Cus-
toms Affairs System
stating “no request for
foreign currency after
goods clearance” to
the relevant customs
office for execution.”
After receiving this
letter of commitment,
the relevant customs
offices will clear the
said goods without
requiring a SATA code.
This facility regard-
ing the clearance of
goods without a SATA
code will be permitted
for passenger cars,
motorcycles, tractors,
and buses imported as
CBU (Completely Built
Units), solely without
issuing a transit per-
mit.
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Foreign univer-

Foreign university students residing in
the country have been provided with

i safe and secure accommodation, an
SItv ?tUdent_s official with the Organization for For-
pr[]\"ded W|th gign University Students has said.

Most of the students from near coun-

Safe, secure tries have left the country, Mehr quoted
. Mohammad-Bager Jafari as saying.

daccom mOdatI on Students who come from farther coun-

tries, such as African countries, and
are not able to leave the country, have
been accommodated in dormitories, he
added. he Organization for Foreign Uni-
versity Students has announced that in
cooperation with Immigration Police,
foreign students are allowed to leave
the country via land borders without
the need to obtain special permits.

Iranian negotiator
says US treated talks
like a ‘real estate
transaction’

Iran’s chief nuclear negotiator,
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi,
seems to have affirmed long-stand-
ing criticism regarding the Trump
administration’s negotiating team,
stating the group did not truly un-
derstand the complex diplomatic
process they were involved in.

“When complex nuclear negotia-
tions are treated like a real estate
transaction, and when major lies
cloud reality, unrealistic expecta-
tions can never be met,” Araghchi
wrote on X. The outcome of such
an attitude and behavior, he said,
is “bombing the negotiation table
out of spite.” “Mr. Trump betrayed
diplomacy and the Americans who
elected him,” Araghchi added.

Iran’s top diplomat led the negotiat-
ing delegation in two separate sets
of nuclear talks with the U.S. in 2025
and 2026. The first round of discus-
sions was derailed on June 13 after
Israel and the U.S. launched a sur-

By:

Although breast cancer generally shows no symp-
toms in its early stages, regular screening and
timely detection are key to effective treatment and
an improved outlook.

A breast lump is the most common presenting
symptom. But for about 1 in 6 women with breast
cancer, the broad spectrum of symptoms doesn’t
include a lump.

This article explores the early signs.

Early signs and symptoms of breast cancer

Early on, a person may notice a change in their
breast when they perform a monthly breast exam
or when minor abnormal pain doesn’t seem to go
away. Early signs and symptoms of breast cancer
to look for include:

e a new lump that doesn’t go away after your next
period

e swelling or a lump around the collarbone or un-

What Ave the Farly Sions and Svmptoms

der the arm

» changes in the shape of the nipple

e nipple discharge from one breast that’s clear, red,
brown, or yellow

¢ unexplained redness, swelling, skin irritation,
itchiness, or rash on the breast

e breast pain that doesn’'t go away after your next
period

A lump that’s hard with irregular edges is more
likely to be cancerous.

Having one or more of these symptoms doesn’t
necessarily mean you have breast cancer. Nipple
discharge, for example, can also be caused by an
infection.

See a doctor for a complete evaluation if you expe-
rience any of these signs and symptoms.

Signs vs. symptoms: Is there a difference?

A sign is an objective, visible indication of an

of Breast Gancer”

Source:

illness. A rash, bruise, abnormality on a medical
scan, or a high temperature, are all examples of
signs that might indicate an illness.

A symptom is a person’s reported, subjective ex-
perience. Feeling feverish, having a headache, or
a specific pain felt in the body, are examples of
symptoms that people experience.

Other causes of breast pain and tenderness

If you've had a mastectomy or other surgery relat-
ed to breast cancer, you might get lumps or bumps
caused by scar tissue in the reconstructed breast.
This isn’'t cancer, but you should let your doctor
know about them so they can be monitored.
Clinically known as mastalgia, breast pain can also
be caused by the following:

« the fluctuation of hormones caused by menstru-
ation

* some birth control pills

* some fertility treatments

* a bra that doesn’t fit well

e breast cysts

e large breasts, which may be accompanied by
neck, shoulder, or back pain

e stress

We often associate pain with something wrong,
so when people feel tenderness or pain in their
breasts, they often think of breast cancer. But
breast pain is rarely the first noticeable symptom
of breast cancer. Several other factors can cause
pain.

Is armpit pain a sign of breast cancer?

Pain in your armpit could be a symptom of cancer,
but it’s unlikely if the pain in your armpit occurs
by itself without other symptoms. Potential causes
of pain in this area include swollen lymph nodes,
muscle strain, or hormonal changes.

prise bombing campaign on Iran,
assassinating its nuclear scientists
and severely damaging its nuclear
sites. U.S. President Donald Trump
claimed he had “obliterated” Iran’s
nuclear program during that 12-day
war. Tehran and Washington re-en-
tered nuclear talks in February fol-
lowing extensive mediation efforts
by several regional countries, which
assured the lIranians that Trump
was serious about reaching a deal
this time.

The office of Iraq’s top Shia cleric, Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali al-Sistani,
has issued a statement regarding the ongoing U.S.-Israeli military ag-
gression against Iran.

Below is the text of the statement:

In the Name of God, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

The military aggression against Iranian territory has been ongoing for
several days and has thus far resulted in the deaths of many citizens,
including numerous heroes who defended their country, dozens of chil-
dren, and other innocent civilians. It has also caused significant damage
to public and private property. As anticipated, the scope of military op-

Avatollah Sistant condemns military aggression agamst Iran

erations has expanded, drawing in several other countries, with many of
their areas and facilities struck and damaged in scenes unprecedented in
the region for a long time.

The unilateral decision — taken outside the framework of the United Na-
tions Security Council — to launch a full-scale war against a United Na-
tions member state in order to impose specific conditions or overthrow
its political system, in addition to constituting a violation of international
conventions, is an extremely dangerous step with grave regional and in-
ternational consequences. Such a war is expected to unleash widespread
chaos and prolonged instability, inflict immense suffering on the peoples

of the region, and harm the interests of others as well.

Therefore, the Supreme Religious Authority strongly condemns this un-
just war and calls upon all Muslims and freedom-loving people around
the world to denounce it and express solidarity with the oppressed peo-
ple of Iran. It once again urges all international actors and nations — es-
pecially Islamic countries — to exert every possible effort to immediately
halt the war and to seek a just and peaceful resolution to Iran’s nuclear
issue in accordance with the principles of international law.

(14 Ramadan 1447 AH) corresponding to (March 4, 2026)

Office of Grand Ayatollah Sayyid Ali al-Sistani — Najaf al-Ashraf
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