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Trump’s ‘help on the way’ rained
down as bombs on schoolgirls

Targeting knowledge from
Palestine to Iran, and beyond

"Helpisontheway,"iswhatU.S.
President Donald Trump stated
backinJanuary, as he urged
the Iranian people to seize
government buildings, police
stations, and military bases,
totake uparms,andtoKkill their
authoritiesand security forces.
The"help"hereferredtowas not
the lifting of the sanctions he
imposedagainst Iranin2018,
sanctions that have crippled
the Iranian economy and
squeezedthe pockets of every
[ranian citizen. Thataid arrived
weeks later, on February 28th,
inthe form of anairstrike on
anelementary schoolinthe
southernIranian city of Minaab.
The school was full of
students when the attack

occurred. They were intheir
classrooms, listening to their
teachers. Some were learning
multiplication, some were
learningtoreadforthefirsttime
intheirlives, and others were
exploringthe world of science.
Perhaps some students were
hoping the school bell would
ring soon sothey could leave
for the playground, maybe
share some snacks with
friends,and wishthe nextclass
periodwouldn'tstart.

None of those students
imagined thatinthe blink of
aneye, 168 ofthem would be
lying lifeless inthe rubble, with
the remaining children waiting
for help alongside their dead
friendsand mutilated limbs.

Yet, this was the nature
of Trump's "help,"which he
continuedto marketasafavor
to the Iranian people. In a
statement delivered shortly
afterthe warbegan, Trump said
hehadlaunchedtheaggression
forthe “freedom” of Iranians.

“To the great, proud people
of Iran, | say tonightthat the
hour of your freedom is at
hand...whenarefinished, take
overyourgovernment,” he
stated. His secretary of war,
Pete Hegseth later said that
the U.S.did notplanaffecta
“democratic” transition in
Iranand refused to establish
acleartimeline for how long
the deadly strikesagainstthe
Iranian nations will continue.

Across modern conflicts, the
destruction of schools and
universities has become a
measurableindicator of wars
that extend beyond military
confrontation.

What unfolded in Gaza over
the pasttwo yearsillustrates
howthe systematic targeting
of educational institutions
can amount to an assault
on a society’s intellectual
foundation.

Recent developments in
[ran now echo this pattern,
reinforcing concerns
expressed by international
institutions that education
itselfisincreasingly under
attack.

In Gaza, the Palestinian

Ministry of Education reported
thatmorethan4,327 students
wereKkilledand 7,819 injured,
alongside 231 teachers and
administratorskilled and 756
wounded.

Infrastructure losses
were equally severe: 281
government schools and 65
UNRWA schools sustained
total or partial destruction.
Approximately %90 of
governmentschool buildings
suffered direct or indirect
damage.

0Of Gaza’s 796 schools, the
majority have been rendered
unusable, while %75 of
schoolsand universities were
destroyed ordamaged. Around
608,000 school studentsand

90,000 university students
experienced educational

disruption.
Higher education suffered
deep structural blows.

Gaza’s 17 higher education
institutions, serving roughly
87,000students, werenearlyall
affected. Inareport, The Euro-
Mediterranean Human Rights
Monitor documents thekilling
of 94 university professors,
including 17 full professors, 59
PhD holders, and 18 master’s
degreeholders.

Besides, the International
Monetary Fund estimates
losses exceeding 720$ million,
withabout %70 ofeducational
facilities sustaining structural
damage.
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