What Canses Breast Cancer”

S Sl
ol ¢

by

D)po L

o1

(5 Bl

|:IJ-‘5J-EI IilJls
ql.\.il.'a
Soguuolw

s =y Iran's steel ontput rises 1%

{0 2.6m tons in January o

Iran urges Pakistan and
Afahanistan to resolve
tensions through dialogue g
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Iran Armed Forces to
take out US troops,

equipment in case of
war: senior general

A senior Iranian military commander
has warned that should the U.S. wage
a war against the Islamic Republic,
U.S. troops and equipment will be
annihilated.

“In the event of any conflict, American
forces and their equipment will be de-
stroyed, and all of the United States’
resources and interests in the region
will be within the firing range of Ira-
nian troops,” said Brigadier General
Abolfazl Shekarchi, a senior spokes-
person for the Iranian Armed Forces.
The remarks by General Shekarchi
came in response to U.S. President
Donald Trump’s threats against Iran in
his State of the Union speech at the
Congress on Tuesday.

“Donald Trump’s repeated threats and
remarks are nothing but saber-rattling
and pipe dreams,” said the top com-
mander.

General Shekarchi underlined that
Iran, with reliance on its defense and
offensive power and the backing of its
brave, united and resistant people, is
closely monitoring all the movements
of the U.S. and Israeli regime with full
preparedness.

The commander noted the presence
of the U.S. military in the region is
in line with “psychological warfare,
blackmail, and bullying.”

“If Washington officials are prudent
and wise enough and if they get to
know the Iranian Armed Forces’ real
power, they will never speak of war,”
he explained.

“Any provocative move by the U.S.
military or its affiliated terrorist groups
will be met with a decisive response
and crushing strikes by the Islamic
Republic of Iran,” the general said.
He added Iran has proved that it is not
seeking a war, but is not scared of war
either and will safeguard the country
and interests of its people with full
force.

“Any unwise move would spark a
raging fire in the region, and you will
receive a response that you have nev-
er experienced in your history,” the
military official warned.

Recently, the U.S. president said he
prefers reaching a deal, but warned
that if no agreement is achieved,
“that day will be a very bad day for
that country and, unfortunately, for its
people.”

In a post on Truth Social, Trump also
described as “fake news” multiple
reports that Gen. Daniel Caine, Chair-
man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff—
sometimes referred to as “Razin™—
opposes going to war with Iran.
Trump claimed the reports cite no
sources and are “100 percent false.”
Trump further claimed that Iran’s nu-
clear program had been eliminated by
B-2 bombers last June.

The U.S. president also wrote that
“Razin Caine is a great fighter” and
represents “the most powerful mili-
tary inthe world.” He added that Caine
has never spoken about refraining
from action against Iran and has not
commented on what Trump described
as “fabricated limited strikes” that
he said he had read about. “He only
knows one thing: how to win, and if he
is ordered, he will be on the front lines
leading the operation,” Trump wrote.
Trump claimed that everything written
about a potential war with Iran is false
and deliberately misleading. “It is |
who decide,” he said. “I prefer that a
deal be reached, but if no agreement
is made, that day will be a very bad
day for that country and, unfortunate-
ly, for its people — who are great and
amazing people — because such a
thing should never have had to hap-
pen to them.”

In recent days, several media outlets,
including Axios, the Wall Street Jour-
nal and the Washington Post, have
published reports about the possibility
of confrontation between Iran and the
United States. Trump’s message ap-
pears to be a response to these media
speculations.

Iran, Turkmemstan hold strategw rzul eorrldor talks m Sarakhs

Senior rail officials from
Iran and Turkmenistan
met at the Sarakhs inter-

national border station
to discuss expansion of
bilateral cooperation and
development of regional
rail corridors.

The meeting brought to-
gether the deputy head
of commercial and oper-
ations affairs at Islamic
Republic of Iran Railways
and Turkmenistan’s dep-
uty transport minister,
focusing on improving
cross-border connectivity
and strengthening Iran’s
role in international rail
transit routes.

The two sides reviewed
measures to streamline
operational  procedures
at the Sarakhs station,
emphasizing closer coor-
dination to facilitate wag-
on movements, reduce
border dwell times and
enhance rail transport ef-
ficiency.

Iranian officials said ex-
panding rail connectivity
would not only increase
trade volumes but also
reinforce the country’s
geoeconomic position
along key regional transit
corridors.

Agreements reached dur-
ing the talks will be final-
ized in coordination with
relevant authorities in Teh-
ran before being submitted
for approval and signature
by Turkmen officials, the
Iranian side said.
Discussions also covered
raising freight capacity,
upgrading station infra-
structure and improving
coordination in technical
and logistics services.
Both parties underscored
the importance of con-
tinuing joint meetings to

implement  agreements
and address operational
challenges.

The Sarakhs talks form
part of Iran’s broader strat-
egy to deepen rail coop-
eration with neighboring
countries and  activate
north-south and east-
west transit routes, aimed
at strengthening its posi-
tion as a land bridge link-
ing Central Asia to open
waters.

In last May, Iran and Turk-
menistan signed a com-
mercial roadmap aimed at
boosting bilateral trade to
$3.0 billion.

The agreement was signed
in Tehran by Iran’s Minis-
ter of Transport and Urban
Development  Farzaneh
Sadegh and Turkmeni-
stan’s Foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov following
the 18th session of the
Iran-Turkmenistan ~ Joint

Economic Committee.
Sadegh said the recent
committee meeting
marked a new chapter
in bilateral cooperation,
stressing that intensive
talks had yielded fresh ap-
proaches and agreements
to expand trade. “The trade
roadmap is expected to be
finalized before the Iranian
president’s upcoming vis-
it to Turkmenistan,” she
added.

The minister highlight-
ed the strategic location
of both countries with-
in the North-South and
East-West corridors, de-
scribing them as critical
to regional connectivity.
She noted that Iran and
Turkmenistan had agreed
to aim for 20 million tons
in transit volumes, with a
16-million-ton target set
for 2028.

Other key understandings
included plans to estab-
lish joint free trade zones
in Sarakhs-Sarakhs and
Lotfabad-Artiq, strengthen
border  markets—espe-
cially in Incheh Borun—
and prepare a bilateral gas
contract. The roadmap
also calls for constructing
the Qamdag-Atrak road
toward the Iranian border
and building a gas pipeline
to Turkmenistan.
Agreements were also
reached on developing a
third electricity transmis-
sion line between Mary
and Sarakhs and launch-
ing feasibility studies for
a fourth. “If both sides
follow through, the 18th
committee will open up
new avenues for economic
and cultural cooperation,”
Sadegh said.
Turkmenistan’s  Foreign
Minister Rashid Meredov
thanked Iranian officials
for their hospitality, stating
that bilateral relations are
at a high level. “The close
dialogue between the two
presidents is grounded in
mutual trust, which plays
a pivotal role in advancing
ties,” he said.

Meredov emphasized the
importance of the Joint
Economic Committee as
a coordination mechanism
for implementing bilat-
eral agreements across
sectors such as oil, gas,
transport, trade, telecom-
munications, agriculture,
and environment. He also
expressed readiness to
expand cooperation in
health, sports, tourism,
and science.

Meredov said the Turk-
men delegation had held
productive meetings with
Iranian officials and that
President Pezeshkian had

shared his vision for fu-
ture cooperation during
their encounter. “We view
Iran’s proposals seriously
and are committed to joint
efforts,” he added.

Iran plans to increase its
annual rail freight transit
with Turkmenistan to four
million tons, up from 1.6
million tons last year, ac-
cording to the head of the
Islamic Republic of Iran
Railways (RAI).

Speaking on the sidelines
of the joint economic com-
mission, RAl Head Jabar
Ali Zakeri said rail transit is
currently at its best level,
and Iran aims to resolve
logistical issues at Sara-
khs, Lotfabad, and Incheh
Borun border points to fa-
cilitate growth.

He said talks had ad-
dressed problems such as
the movement of Iranian
wagons on Turkmen rail-
ways and activation of the
Lotfabad border terminal.
The terminal will now offer
special freight discounts,
expected to add 170,000
to 200,000 tons of tran-
sit freight—a first for the
crossing.

Iran is also working on
resolving customs hurdles
and expanding infrastruc-
ture at the Sarakhs and
Incheh Borun terminals.
“We aim to increase bogie
exchange capacity at Sara-
khs from 400 to 600 wag-
ons per day,” Zakeri said.

The two countries also
discussed launching a new
Mashhad-Mary passenger
train route.

Meanwhile, during a
meeting on May 20, with
Turkmen Foreign Minister
Rashid Meredov, Iranian
Oil Minister Mohsen Pa-
knejad emphasized deep-
ening bilateral cooperation
in the oil and gas sector
and discussed avenues to
broaden energy collabo-
ration.

The minister highlighted
the ongoing session of the
Iran-Turkmenistan ~ Joint
Economic Committee and
its diverse agenda. He said
the committee could sig-
nificantly boost trade ex-
changes between the two
countries.

Paknejad emphasized that
constructive engagement
with neighboring coun-
triess—particularly — Turk-
menistan, a “friendly and
brotherly  nation”—has
always been a priority in
Iran’s foreign policy. He
added that the current ad-
ministration is firmly com-
mitted to expanding ener-
gy ties with Turkmenistan.
He pointed to the swift
implementation of the gas

swap deal through Iran
that delivers Turkmen gas
to Turkey, expressing hope
that other energy-related
agreements—such as
direct gas imports from
Turkmenistan—would ad-
vance at a similar pace.

Turkmenistan’s  Foreign
Minister and Head of
Cabinet, Rashid Meredov,

Bahrami added

that the exhibition
attracted delegations
from other Central
Asian countries
turning it into a
broader regional
platform rather than
just a bilateral affair.
On May 2, the

deputy head of
Iran’s Chamber

of Commerce
Industries, Mines
and Agriculture
(ICCIMA) called for
the removal of key
structural barriers—
particularly in
banking, transport,
logistics, and visa
issuance—to unlock
the trade potential
between Iran and
Turkmenistan

noted that Iran and Turk-
menistan have historically
maintained strong ties. In
recent years, he said, re-
lations have entered a new
phase, with both sides ea-
ger to expand cooperation
across various sectors.
Meredov identified three
key areas of cooperation
with Iran: gas exports to
Iran, joint development of
compressor stations and
pipelines, and gas swaps
to third countries via Ira-
nian territory. He said
Turkmenistan  currently
produces over 80 billion
cubic meters of natural
gas annually, a substantial
portion of which could be
exported in collaboration
with Iran.

He described the swift
launch of the Turkmen-
istan-Iran-Turkey gas
swap as a testament to
the strong partnership
between the two nations
and stated, “Based on this
positive experience, we
believe there is significant
potential to further expand
energy cooperation. We
also have ambitious plans

for increasing gas exports
to Iran.”

On May 13, the head of the
Iran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Chamber of Commerce
said the two countries are
aiming to increase bilat-
eral trade by 30 percent,
following the first-ever
exhibition of Turkmeni-
stan’s export capabilities
in Iran — an event driven
entirely by private sector
investment.

Ramazan Bahrami, who
also heads the Industry,
Mining and Trade House
of Golestan  Province,
described the three-day
event held in Gorgan from
May 4 to 6 as a strategic
milestone in  Iran-Turk-
menistan commercial
relations and a tangible
step toward strengthening
regional economic diplo-
macy.

Held at the Gorgan Inter-
national Exhibition Center,
the event featured 53 pri-
vate companies and 12
government institutions
from Turkmenistan, and
attracted significant inter-
est from Iranian industri-
alists and businesspeople.
“This was the first time
since Turkmenistan’s in-
dependence that such an
exhibition took place in
Iran, and Golestan Prov-
ince had the honor of
hosting it,” Bahrami said.
“The exhibition was the
result of consensus be-
tween the private sector
and state institutions, and
the outcome exceeded ex-
pectations.”

He said the expo aimed
to expand trade exchang-
es and showcase Turk-
menistan’s industrial and
export capacities to the
Iranian market. The idea
for reciprocal trade exhi-
bitions was first approved
at the 17th Iran-Turkmeni-
stan Joint Economic Com-
mittee meeting, and the
[ran-Turkmenistan  Joint
Chamber was tasked with
its implementation.
Bahrami emphasized that
the participation of both
countries’ private  sec-
tors in expert panels and
face-to-face negotiations
provided fertile ground
for launching new part-
nerships. Preliminary
agreements were reached
in areas including pet-
rochemicals,  petroleum
products,  construction
materials, food industries,
textiles, and logistics,
which are expected to
boost bilateral trade once
finalized.

According to Bahrami,
trade between the two
countries reached nearly
$600 million last year. With
the momentum created by
this exhibition and new
commercial interactions,
Iran and Turkmenistan are
now targeting a minimum
30 percent increase in
that figure. “Some of this
growth will materialize in
the coming months, and
the rest will be reflected in
next year’s export statis-
tics,” he said.

Explaining the choice of
Golestan as the host prov-
ince, Bahrami pointed to
strategic ethnic, cultural,
and geographical ties.
“Over one million ethnic
Turkmens live in Golestan
and North Khorasan, cre-

ating a natural platform for
expanding economic, cul-
tural, and social relations
with Turkmenistan.”

He noted that the event
was funded entirely by
the private sector, with the
government offering over-
sight, support, and facilita-
tion. “This model proves
that meaningful outcomes
can be achieved when the
private sector is empow-
ered.”

Bahrami added that the
exhibition attracted dele-
gations from other Central
Asian countries, turning
it into a broader regional
platform rather than just a
bilateral affair.

On May 2, the deputy head
of Iran’s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries, Mines
and Agriculture (ICCIMA)
called for the removal of
key structural barriers—
particularly in  banking,
transport, logistics, and
visa issuance—to unlock
the trade potential between
Iran and Turkmenistan.
Speaking at a joint busi-
ness forum held during
Iran Expo 2025, Peyman
Bagheri highlighted the
two countries’ shared
strengths  in  energy,
mining, agriculture, and
tourism but said current
trade levels fail to reflect
those capacities. “Despite
deep-rooted historical,
cultural, and economic
ties, trade volumes remain
below potential and need a
more proactive approach,”
he said.

Bagheri urged joint cham-
bers of commerce and
trade associations to play
a more dynamic role in
connecting supply and
demand and facilitating
cross-border business.

He described Iran Expo
2025 as a “golden op-
portunity” to showcase
Iran’s economic capabili-
ties, noting the participa-
tion of more than 3,000
businesspeople from
110 countries. “The Iran
Chamber has mobilized all
its resources to make the
most of this platform,” he
added.

Ramezan Bahrami, head
of the Iran-Turkmenistan
Joint Chamber of Com-
merce, said 2024 had
been a successful year
for bilateral trade and ex-
pressed hope that 2025
would usher in a new era
of cooperation.

He praised the role of both
presidents in building trust
between business commu-
nities, highlighting the cre-
ation of a joint council and
the need to respect each
other’s regulations. Bah-
rami also announced the
launch of a “Turkmen Trade
Center” in Iran, aimed at
helping Turkmen consum-
ers access Iranian goods at
competitive prices.

He further announced
plans for the first provin-
cial  Iran-Turkmenistan
exhibition in Gorgan,
describing it as part of
broader efforts to expand
economic diplomacy.
Bahrami  urged joint
chambers to identify
market-specific  opportu-
nities and host technical
meetings to connect Ira-
nian tech firms with real
demand in neighboring
countries.

Iran’s steel out-

put rises 15%

to 2.6m tons in
January

Iran’s crude steel production
rose 15.1 percent year-on-
year to 2.6 million tons in
January 2026, according to
the latest data released by
the World Steel Association
(WSA).

The figures show Iran main-
tained its position as the
world’s tenth-largest steel
producer, outperforming the
broader global trend.
Global crude steel production
across 69 countries totaled
147.3 million tons in January,
down 6.5 percent compared
with January 2025.

China, the world’s largest
steel producer, recorded a
13.9 percent decline in out-
put to 75.3 million tons. India
produced 15.1 million tons,
up 10.5 percent year-on-year,
while the United States post-
ed a 3.3 percent increase to
7.1 million tons.

South Korea’s output rose
5.0 percent to 5.6 million
tons. Japan produced 6.8
million tons, down 0.5 per-
cent, and Brazil’s production
fell 1.4 percent to 2.7 million
tons.

Germany registered a 15 per-
cent increase to 3.1 million
tons, while Russia’s output
declined 7.4 percent to 5.5
million tons. Turkey pro-
duced 3.4 million tons, up
5.8 percent year-on-year.
The data indicate that while
global steel production con-
tracted at the start of 2026,
Iran expanded output at a
double-digit pace, consol-
idating its ranking among
leading producers.
According to World Steel
Association’s previous re-
port, Iran’s steel production
reached three million tons in
December 2025, registering
more than 16 percent growth
compared to the same period
last year.

The country remained in
tenth place globally with a
total steel production of ap-
proximately 32 million tons
in 2025.

According to WSA data, the
world steel makers produced
1.849 billion tons of steel in
2025, a two percent decrease
compared to the same period
last year.

Inthe last month of 2025 (De-
cember), Iranian steelmakers
produced three million tons
of steel, showing a 16.2 per-
cent growth compared to the
same period in 2024. In total
(from January to December
2025), Iran’s steel production
reached 31.8 million tons, a
1.4 percent growth compared
to the same period last year.
The report indicates that
global steel production in De-
cember 2025 reached 139.6
million tons, a 3.7 percent
decrease compared to the
same period in 2024.
According to World Steel
Association statistics, China,
as the world’s largest steel
producer, has faced a decline
in production. China’s steel
production from January to
December 2025 decreased
by 4.4 percent to 960.8 mil-
lion tons, and in December
2025, Chinese steelmakers
produced 68.2 million tons of
steel, a 10.3 percent decrease
compared to the same period
last year.
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Iran urges
Pakistan and
Afghanistan to
resolve tensions
through dia-
logue

Iranian Foreign Minister
Abbas Araghchi on Friday
urged Afghanistan and
Pakistan to show restraint
and hold talks as the two
countries have traded fire.
Writing in Urdu and Farsi
on his X account, Araghchi
said, “In the auspicious
fasting month of Rama-
dan, the month of restraint
and consolidation of unity
in the Islamic world, it is
crucial for Afghanistan and
Pakistan to manage and
settle existing differences
within the framework of
good neighborliness and
through dialogue.”

He added, “The Islamic
Republic of Iran is ready to
facilitate dialogue and co-
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Breast cancer is caused by gene mutations to
the DNA in breast cells. Exactly what triggers this
change is unknown.

What is known is that there are risk factors that
may increase your chances of getting breast can-
cer. Some of them, like age, family history, and
dense breasts, can’t be changed. Others are deter-
mined by lifestyle factors that can often be con-
trolled.

In the United States, it's estimated that around
30% of new cancer diagnoses in women will be
breast cancer, according to the American Cancer
Society (ACS). This makes early detection — and
possible prevention — very important.

What do we know about the cause of breast can-
cer?

Breast cancer originates in breast tissue and is
caused by changes, or mutations, in breast cell
DNA. These mutations cause cells to grow abnor-
mally and divide quicker than healthy cells do. The
abnormal cells accumulate, forming a malignant
(cancerous) breast mass, also known as a lump.
Your immune system may be able to successfully
fight some abnormal cells. But the ones that con-
tinue to grow may spread or metastasize through-
out the breast to the lymph nodes or other parts
of the body.

Economic

Iran inflation
hits 46.3% in
year to February

Iran’s annual consumer price infla-
tion rate stood at 46.3 percent in
the 12 months ending in February
19, 2026, the Central Bank of Iran

said.

What Canses Breast Cancer?

When breast cancer spreads, the malignant tum-
ors it causes in other places are still referred to as
breast cancer.

What exactly triggers DNA changes in breast cells
isn’t clear. Two people can have the same or simi-
lar risk factors, but only one might develop breast
cancer.

What are the risk factors for breast cancer?

Age is the most significant risk factor for breast

Source:

cancer. Most breast cancer cases are diagnosed in
people at a median age of 62 years old.

But your genetics and external factors, like smok-
ing, also have an impact. Genetic risk factors can’t
be changed, but lifestyle choices that put you at
higher risk can be altered.

It's also likely that genetic and environmental risk
factors impact many people when several are pres-
ent.

The consumer price index (CPI)
for urban areas reached 558.1 in

the month of Bahman 1404, up
8.4 percent compared with the
previous month, according to the
central bank’s latest data.

On a year-on-year basis, the index
rose 62.2 percent compared with
the same month last year.

Genetic risk factors

Sex

People assigned female at birth are at a significant-
ly higher risk of getting breast cancer than those
not.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), only about 1 in every 100 cases
of breast cancer diagnosed in the United States is
ina man.

Heredity

You can inherit a gene mutation that puts you at
higher risk for breast cancer from either biological
parent. About 5% to 10% of all breast cancer cas-
es are caused by hereditary gene mutations. The
most common type is a mutation in the BRCA1 or
BRCA2 gene.

Your risk for breast cancer increases to 60% if you
have a harmful BRCA1 or BRCA2 gene mutation.
Your risk for ovarian cancer is also increased.
Family history

Menstruation and menopause

Lifestyle risk factors

Smoking

Environmental exposure to toxins

Diet

Obesity

Hormone-based medications

operation between the two
countries.”

Early on Friday, Pakistan
launched air strikes on Af-
ghanistan’s capital, Kabul,
as well as on Kandahar and
Paktia, Al Jazeera reported.
The attacks targeted Talib-
an military installations as
Islamabad declared “open
war” on the Taliban gov-
ernment, in the most seri-
ous military confrontation
between the two neighbors
in years.

The strikes came hours af-
ter Afghan forces launched
coordinated cross-border
attacks on Pakistani mili-
tary positions in six border
provinces late on Thurs-
day. Kabul claimed 55 Pa-
kistani soldiers were killed
and 19 outposts captured.
The exchanges have shat-
tered a ceasefire brokered
by Turkey and Qatar, which
was reached after 10 days
of deadly border fighting in
October killed more than
70 people on both sides.
Subsequent negotiations
in Doha and Istanbul failed
to produce a formal agree-
ment.

What is unfolding now, an-
alysts say, is categorically
more dangerous, with no
framework in place to con-
tain it.

Pakistan’s rationale for Fri-
day’s heavy attacks lies in
a renewed wave of violence
at home. On February 6, a
suicide bomber killed at
least 36 people at a Shia
mosque in Islamabad. This
was followed, days later, by
another incident in which
an explosives-laden vehi-
cle rammed a security post
in Bajaur in Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa, killing 11 sol-
diers and a child. Pakistani
authorities said the attack-
er was an Afghan national
and issued a demarche to
the Afghan deputy head of
mission in Islamabad.

On February 21, another
suicide bomber struck a
security convoy in Bannu,
also in Khyber Pakhtunkh-
wa, killing two soldiers.
Those attacks prompted
Pakistan’s first round of
strikes last weekend in-
side Afghanistan, targeting
what it said were hideouts
linked to armed groups,
particularly the Pakistan
Taliban, known by the ac-
ronym TTP.

[ran—Afghanistan rail trade surges -17fold, exceeds 630,000 tons

Rail freight exchanges between Iran and Afghanistan increased 17-
fold from the start of the current Iranian year through February 24
compared with the same period last year, a senior official at Islamic

Republic of Iran Railways said.

Shahriar Nagizadeh, director general of international commercial
affairs at the railway company, said the surge was driven by opera-
tions at the newly established Shamtigh rail border crossing, which
delivered what he described as exceptional performance this year.
Total cargo transported via the rail link surpassed 650,000 tons by
February 24 and is projected to exceed 750,000 tons by year-end,

How hundreds
were killed in
[ran’s riots,
accordme to an

opposicion outlet

One of Telegram’s most prominent
anti-Islamic Republic channels has cir-
culated a list of locations where rioters
were killed during Iran’s January unrest,
revealing that the vast majority of those
sites were police stations and military
bases that had come under attack.

The channel, which has more than
400,000 subscribers, has long been a
leading voice against the Iranian govern-
ment and has openly promoted the de-
posed shah’s son as an alternative polit-
ical figure, particularly after Israel’s June
2025 attacks on Iran that killed more
than 1,000 people, including civilians,
nuclear scientists and senior military
commanders.

The list, published this week, showed
that most of those the channel described
as “protesters” were killed at police sta-
tions, with the remainder at military facil-
ities. Videos shared by the same channel
show individuals attempting to seize po-
lice stations, hurling homemade Molotov
cocktails into the compounds. One video
shows officers trapped inside a burning
station as the person filming says they
“can’t come near us” because they are
being burned alive.

Iran experienced peaceful protests over
economic hardship caused by years of
U.S. sanctions, as well as a deliberate
dollar shortage later acknowledged by
U.S. Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent,
in December before they were overtaken

tum.

on January 8 and 9 by armed individu-
als. The escalation followed calls by the
deposed shah’s son urging his “support-
ers” to take to the streets and overthrow
the government. Iranian shopkeepers
who had initially organized the protests
largely stayed off the streets during
those two days, while masked individu-
als set fire to public and private property.
Iranian authorities say about 3,100
people were killed during the unrest,
including roughly 600 armed rioters,
200 to 300 security personnel, and the
remainder civilians. Officials say the ci-
vilians—including  bystanders—were
killed by armed groups recruited by the
CIA and Israel's Mossad, citing autopsy
reports showing that many victims died
from closerange gunshots or stabbing.
There are also several videos that back
the government’s claims.

When the unrest was still ongoing,
Western media outlets circulated esti-
mates ranging from 12,000 to 32,000
dead “protesters,” despite internet re-
strictions, imposed to sever links be-
tween armed groups and their handlers
abroad, making independent verification
almost impossible. After internet access
was restored, Iranian authorities re-
leased the names and national identifica-
tion numbers of all those killed and said
they would revise the figures if credible
evidence of additional fatalities emerged.
No Western outlet has done so.

he said. Of the total, at least 150,000 tons consisted of transit ship-
ments routed from third countries through Iran to Afghanistan.

Railway officials have set a target of 2.0 million tons of freight
through the Shamtigh crossing in the Iranian year 1404 (starts late
March), describing the goal as achievable given current momen-

Earlier, the head of the railway company said the route had opened a
new eastern gateway for exports to Afghanistan, noting that month-
ly rail shipments reached 70,000 tons in the tenth month of the
Iranian year and rose to more than 100,000 tons in the following

o 7

Some Persianlanguage media based

in the West later acknowledged inflat-
ing casualty figures without evidence
in order to “help the movement” and
prompt “foreign governments to take
action”—a reference to military inter-
vention against Iran. Most of these out-
lets have whitewashed Israel’s massa-
cre of Palestinians in Gaza for the past
two years, while arguing that a U.S.Is-
raeli war against Iran would target the
“government” rather than ordinary Ira-
nians. They also support anti-Iran U.S.
sanctions that disproportionately harm
civilians.

The Telegram channel’s latest report
aligns with statements by Iranian offi-
cials, including Leader of the Islamic
Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali Khame-
nei, who have described the January
unrest as a Western and Israelibacked
“coup” aimed at toppling the Islamic
Republic.

Analysts say the United States and ls-
rael believed they could topple Iran’s
government by having armed rioters
seize police stations and government
buildings—a course openly urged by
President Donald Trump, who called on
Iranians via social media to “take over
your institutions"—thereby paving the
way for a second U.S.-Israeli war aimed
at crippling the country’s infrastructure,
similar to the scenario that unfolded in
Libya.

month.

Exports transported by rail include ceramics from Yazd, steel prod-
ucts from various producers and transit shipments of petroleum
products originating in the United Arab Emirates, Kuwait and Russia
destined for Afghanistan.

Rail transport has also reduced delivery costs. Officials said the

efficiency.

price of petroleum products inside Afghanistan fell from about
$1,400 per ton to $935 per ton following the shift to rail ship-
ments, underscoring the impact of the new corridor on trade

Iran’s crude oil and condensate
exports rose to 2.2 million barrels
per day (bpd) in February, up 50
percent from the average of the
previous three months, according
to data from energy cargo tracking
firm Kpler.

The increase comes as West Asian
producers accelerate crude ship-
ments amid contingency planning
over potential disruption to flows
through the Strait of Hormuz, a nar-
row channel through which roughly
one-fifth of global seaborne crude
passes.

The surge follows heightened ge-
opolitical tensions, including re-
newed friction between Iran and the
United States.

Iranian and U.S. representatives
held a third round of nuclear talks in
Geneva on Thursday, while regional
producers stepped up precaution-
ary export measures.

According to Kpler data cited by the
Financial Times, Saudi Arabia ex-
ported around 7.0 million bpd this

[ramian ol exports
reach 2.2m hpd in February

month, its highest level since 2023,
while United Arab Emirates ship-
ments in February were close to a
record 3.5 million bpd.

Richard Bronze, head of geopolitics
at consultancy Energy Aspects, de-
scribed the higher export volumes
as precautionary steps to ensure
producers such as Saudi Aramco
can maintain supply to customers
even if geopolitical tensions spill
over into oil markets.

Market observers say Persian Gulf
producers are attempting to posi-
tion crude closer to demand centers
to cushion the impact of any poten-
tial disruption.

Any decision by Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, the largest producers in
OPEC, to raise output would be
closely watched by the market.
Iran, also an OPEC member, appears
to have followed a similar strategy
by increasing exports ahead of any
potential escalation, with February
loadings marking a sharp rise com-
pared with recent months.
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