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It’s a lie foes are
invincible: Iran
Army chief

The commander of the Iranian
Army says the claim by the en-
emies that they are invincible is
a lie, especially as they have suf-
fered defeat multiple times.
“They claim to be invincible, but
the claim is a lie and is worth-
less,” said Major General Amir
Hatami at a graduation ceremony
of Army university students.
“We remember that last month,
the enemy made efforts to se-
riously deal a blow to the great
Iranian nation, our dear coun-
try and the Islamic Republic of
Iran’s establishment, but each
time it was defeated,” the top
general noted.

In late December, 2025, the
enemies of the Islamic Repub-
lic of Iran provoked riots in the
country through their trained
operatives and mercenaries. The
armed rioters vandalized public
property, triggered terror, and
killed about 200 security forces
as well as hundreds of ordinary
citizens by hijacking peaceful
protests by a group of business
owners, who were complaining
about economic instability and
depreciation of the national cur-
rency that had resulted from the
U.S.-led economic sanctions on
the Islamic Republic.

To tackle the unrest, Iranian se-
curity forces immediately went
into action and firmly dealt with
rioters and foreign-backed insur-
gents, making numerous arrests.
Security forces also seized vari-
ous types of lethal weapons in-
tended for use against civilians
and government facilities.

The operatives had been tasked
by foreign spy agencies and hos-
tile groups to carry out targeted
assassinations of elite figures,
stir ethnic divisions, and sabo-
tage vital infrastructure such as
water, electricity, gas, and oil
pipelines.

Many analysts as well as Iranian
authorities are of the conviction
that the terrorist acts and riots
were, in fact, the continuation
of the 12-day U.S.-Israeli war
against Iran back in June 2025.
Major General Hatami described
the riots as a “quasi-coup” at-
tempt by the enemy.

“With its miscalculations, the
enemy implemented its scheme
in late December, but it was de-
feated at the end,” he said.

He added that any further enemy
plots will be met with a decisive
and crushing response, too.
Elsewhere in his remarks, Gener-
al Hatami said, “This is the same
enemy that fought 20 years ago
in Vietnam and Afghanistan and
finally left in disgrace; in Iraq
and other countries the same
thing happened to them (the en-
emies).”

He further said war today is, by
far, more complicated and diffi-
cult than in the past.

“We are facing a hybrid war on
political, economic, social, mili-
tary, psychological and cognitive
fronts, so much so that besides
us, our families and children are
exposed to this war, too,”

He said it is necessary to get to
know the enemy in order to be
able to tackle the hybrid war it
has launched.

He also urged “resistance”
against the enemy and its de-
mands.

_www.esfahan-news.com

I@n—Azerhaijﬂn jomnt Emmomw Commlttee meetmg opens in baku

The seventeenth meeting of the
Iran—Azerbaijan Joint Economic
Committee opened in Baku on
Monday, focusing on transport
links, border infrastructure and
broader economic and cultural
ties.

Farzaneh Sadegh, Iran’s minis-
ter of transport and urban de-
velopment, and Shahin Musta-
fayev, Azerbaijan’s deputy prime
minister, are co-chairing the
two-day meeting in the Azerbai-
jani capital.

Amin Taraffo’, director general
for international affairs at Iran’s
Ministry of Transport and Urban
Development, said discussions
would cover all areas of bilater-
al cooperation, with a focus on
programs to be implemented by
next year. The final agreements
are to be signed in the form of a
memorandum of understanding
by the heads of the two delega-
tions.

Review of new railway infra-
structures and joint oil fields
Iranian minister of transport
and urban development met
with the president of the Re-
public of Azerbaijan to discuss
the review of new railway infra-
structures and joint oil fields,
the development of transporta-
tion cooperation, the utilization
of new border infrastructures,
and cooperation in the energy
sector.

Farzaneh Sadegh, on Monday
morning (February 23) before
the start of the 17th meeting of
the Iran-Azerbaijan Joint Eco-
nomic Committee, met with
llham Aliyev, the president of
Azerbaijan. During this meeting,
she conveyed the greetings of

Masoud Pezeshkian and stated
that the president of Iran places
special importance on relations
with the Republic of Azerbaijan.
Emphasizing the historical, reli-
gious, and cultural ties between
the two countries and the im-
portance of bilateral relations,
the minister discussed the most
important priorities for bilateral
cooperation in the economic
fields, which were also empha-
sized by the president of Azer-
baijan.

The development of coopera-
tion in the transportation sec-
tor, particularly strengthening
regional connections and transit
corridors, was one of the most
important topics of the discus-
sion. Furthermore, expanding
energy cooperation, utilizing
new border infrastructures,
and constructing new railway
infrastructures between the two
countries were other subjects
raised during this meeting.

The two sides also exchanged
views on the joint oil fields in
the Caspian Sea and the meth-
od of extracting resources from
these fields, as well as the de-
velopment of bilateral and mul-
tilateral regional cooperation
with neighboring countries in
the fields of transportation and
energy.

In this meeting, it was empha-
sized that the results of the
discussions held within the
framework of the 17th Joint
Economic Committee meeting
should be finalized and new
agreements between the two
countries should be drafted and
signed.

It is noteworthy that in this
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meeting, lIham Aliyev, the pres-
ident of the Republic of Azerbai-
jan, while thanking for the mes-
sage from Masoud Pezeshkian,
the president of Iran, expressed
his satisfaction with the expan-
sion of bilateral relations and
emphasized: “The projects im-
plemented jointly by Iran and
the Republic of Azerbaijan will
provide extensive opportunities
for both countries as well as the
region.”

Transport corridors and horder
projects in focus

Officials  described transport
and the development of shared
border infrastructure as central
pillars of Tehran—Baku relations,
citing progress over the past 18
months in both rail and road
connectivity.

Talks are expected to address
joint projects including the com-
pletion and inauguration of the
Kalaleh-Aghband bridge, de-
velopment of the Aras corridor,
widening of the 107-kilometer
Kalaleh-Jolfa road, construc-
tion of the Kalaleh-Siyahroud
railway, and cooperation on
the Khoda Afarin and Giz Galesi
dam and power plant projects.
The sides will also assess im-
plementation of commitments
made at the previous commis-
sion meeting in Tehran and
review customs and land trans-
port procedures with a view to
removing bottlenecks and ac-
celerating trade flows.

Transit targets and broader co-
operation

Transit cooperation under the
International North-South
Transport Gorridor (INSTC) will
be another key topic, including

a target of reaching 15 million
tons of transit cargo by 2030
along the corridor's western
branch linking Iran, Azerbaijan
and Russia.

Trade expansion, efforts to
finalize a preferential trade
agreement, energy cooperation
in gas, electricity and oil, and
collaboration in tourism — par-
ticularly health tourism — are
also on the agenda.

On the sidelines of the meeting,
Sadegh is scheduled to hold
separate talks with Azerbaijani
ministers to discuss ways to
deepen bilateral economic and
infrastructure ties.

Officials from both countries
expressed hope that the com-
mission’s  decisions  would
translate into tangible benefits
for businesses and citizens,
strengthening economic, transit
and cultural exchanges between
Tehran and Baku.

Back in October 2025, Farzaneh
Sadegh announced that Iran,
Russia, and Azerbaijan had
finalized a comprehensive
roadmap to increase the vol-
ume of goods transiting among
the three nations to 15 million
tons annually. The plan, she
said, marks a major milestone
in efforts to strengthen regional
connectivity through the Inter-
national North-South  Transit
Corridor (INSTC).

Speaking to reporters after at-
tending trilateral and bilateral
meetings in Baku on October
12, 2025, Sadegh described the
gathering as “highly effective
and long-awaited,” emphasizing
that the new roadmap would
help resolve logistical bottle-
necks and enhance coordina-
tion across multiple transport
sectors.

She underlined that the Rasht—
Astara railway project remains
the “missing link” in the corri-
dor, and completing it is key to
unlocking the full potential of
the INSTC. “Land acquisition
for the remaining sections will
be completed by the end of this
year, and we expect significant
physical progress within the
next three years,” she said.
Sadegh added that the meetings
also focused on streamlining
customs procedures, improv-
ing border infrastructure, and
enhancing truck and rail traffic
between the three nations. Cus-
toms representatives discussed
plans to establish a shared dig-
ital platform to simplify clear-

ance processes and improve
coordination among border
authorities.

The minister proposed that Iran,
Russia, and Azerbaijan jointly
develop an action plan within
three months to achieve the
15-million-ton target by 2030.
“The document will be signed
at the next summit of the three
countries’ leaders,” she noted,
describing it as a blueprint for
transforming  regional trade
routes into a reliable and effi-
cient logistics network.

Sadegh also revealed ongoing
efforts to launch scheduled
freight trains along the western
branch of the corridor and of-
fer preferential tariffs to attract
more cargo. “Consistency and
predictability in logistics servic-
es are essential to achieving our
targets,” she said.

In her bilateral meeting with
Azerbaijan’s Minister of Trans-
port and Digital Development
Rashad Nabiyev, Sadegh high-
lighted the growing momentum
of cooperation between Tehran
and Baku, noting that transport
issues have become a core fo-
cus of the Joint Economic Com-
mission. “We have had the most
frequent exchanges with Azer-
baijan in the past year, which
shows the strategic importance
of these ties,” she said.

She emphasized the need to
form joint technical committees
to address problems faced by
Iranian carriers at Azerbaijani
border crossings and to work
toward practical solutions in up-
coming meetings.

The discussions also covered
major projects such as the Kala-
leh—Aghband border bridge and
the  Iran—Azerbaijan—-Georgia
corridor, which are expected to
significantly expand trade and
transit opportunities once com-
pleted.

Sadegh invited Nabiyev to visit
Iran for continued discussions,
while the Azerbaijani minister
welcomed Iran’s proposals and
reaffirmed Baku's readiness to
cooperate in resolving obstacles
to transportation and trade.
Sadegh concluded that the
agreements reached in Baku
will accelerate progress toward
the shared goal of achieving 15
million tons of transit by 2030,
strengthen Iran’s position as
a regional transport hub, and
deepen the partnership among
the three neighboring coun-
tries.

[ran ‘ready for any scenarto’ as it heads mto third round of nuclear talks with U

Oman’s Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi has con-
firmed that Iran and the United States will hold a
third round of nuclear negotiations in Geneva this
Thursday—a meeting Tehran hopes will yield a break-
through, though it remains fully prepared to defend
itself should the U.S. repeat its June 2025 attack on
diplomacy.

“Pleased to confirm U.S.-Iran negotiations are now
set for Geneva this Thursday,” Albusaidi wrote on X
Sunday night. Albusaidi, who has acted as the prima-
ry go-between during both the current and previous
rounds, added that there is a “positive push to go the
extra mile towards finalizing the deal.”

Shortly after the Omani diplomat’s announcement,
Iranian President Masoud Pezeshkian addressed the
negotiations directly. “Iran is committed to peace and
stability in the region,” he posted on X. “Recent nego-
tiations involved the exchange of practical proposals
and yielded encouraging signals. However, we con-
tinue to closely monitor U.S. actions and have made
all necessary preparations for any potential scenario.”
Iran’s Foreign Minister Seyyed Abbas Araghchi, who
is leading the Iranian negotiating team, told CBS that
Tehran and Washington could reach a deal that is
even “better” than the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA)— the landmark agreement President
Donald Trump abandoned during his first term in the
White House. Araghchi stated that Iran is developing
a proposal that includes “elements which can accom-
modate both sides’ concerns and interests,” poten-

tially paving the way for a “fast deal.”

Whether a deal is struck this Thursday depends
largely on whether the Trump administration is actu-
ally ready for serious diplomacy. This past summer,
Trump launched an attack on Iran in cooperation with
Israel just as the two countries were on the verge of
a sixth round of nuclear talks. After failing to achieve
his objectives through direct war—which ranged
from dismantling Iran’s nuclear program to “regime
change”™—Trump helped engineer what Iranian offi-
cials described as a “semi-coup” this January. He only
returned to the negotiating table in early February fol-
lowing massive diplomatic efforts by regional powers
like Turkey, Pakistan, Oman, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, and
Qatar. In the meantime, he has flooded the Persian
Gulf and U.S. bases in West Asia with additional mili-

tary assets, threatening to attack Iran again if he does
not receive every concession he demands.

Any further strikes on Iran would have devastating
consequences for the United States and the entire re-
gion. Tehran has made it clear that it would close off
the Strait of Hormuz, strike U.S. regional bases, and
hit Israel even harder than it did during the 12-day
war. Iran’s regional allies, including Hezbollah in Leb-
anon, Ansarullah in Yemen, and Resistance groups in
Iraq, have signaled they will not stay on the sidelines
this time and will begin targeting U.S. and Israeli inter-
ests should Iran come under fire again.

Iranian officials maintain they will never submit to
Trump’s excessive demands, which include a total
ban on uranium enrichment, caps on Iranian missiles,
and the severance of ties with regional allies. How-
ever, they have signaled a willingness to offer new
concessions on the level and volume of uranium en-
richment, while offering the U.S. profitable economic
opportunities in Iran’s oil, gas, and aviation sectors.
Analysts argue that a nuclear deal offering better
conditions than the JCPOA is the only logical path
for a U.S. administration whose citizens are strug-
gling with the daily cost of living and have no appetite
for another costly, deadly, and essentially futile war
in West Asia. However, observers warn that Trump
remains susceptible to pressure from Israel—which
has pushed for a large-scale U.S. war against Iran for
years—as well as the hawks in his cabinet who have
taken massive donations from pro-Israel lobbies.
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CBI board approves
draft bylaw for re-
denomination plan

The High Council of the Central
Bank of Iran (CBI) has approved
a draft executive bylaw for im-
plementing the law to remove
four zeros from the national cur-
rency, the bank said.

According to the Central Bank’s
public relations office, the draft
outlines definitions and require-
ments for the preparation phase,
including redesigning and test-
ing related systems, software
and hardware by relevant in-
stitutions, organizing training
programs and introducing dual
price labeling during the transi-
tion period.

Under the proposal, the start
of the transition period will be
publicly announced at least four
months in advance.

During the transition, both the
current and the new currency
units will circulate simultane-
ously.

Detailed directives and proce-
dural guidelines on updating
banking services and aligning
figures under the dual monetary
units will be drafted after the by-
law is approved by the cabinet.
The bylaw has been prepared
pursuant to a note under the
amended Article 58(a) of the
Central Bank law and requires
final approval by the Council of
Ministers before implementa-
tion.

In early October 2025, Iran’s
parliament approved a bill to
remove four zeros from the na-
tional currency, the rial, paving
the way for a redenomination
process in which the “rial” and
“Qeran” will become the official
currency units.

Lawmakers passed the hill af-
ter resolving objections raised
by the Guardian Council to the
amendment of the country’s
Monetary and Banking Law. The
measure was approved with 144
votes in favor, 108 against and
three abstentions out of 262
lawmakers present.

Under the revised law, 10,000
current rials will be equal to one
new rial, which will be divided
into 100 Qerans.

It was decided at the time that:
“Central Bank of Iran will be re-
sponsible for setting foreign cur-
rency exchange rates and buying
and selling currency in line with
the prevailing monetary system
and foreign currency reserves.
A maximum three-year transi-
tion period, referred to as the
“dual circulation phase,” will
allow both the current rial and
the new rial to circulate simulta-
neously.

During this time, existing bank-
notes and coins will be gradually
withdrawn from circulation.

The GBI must prepare the nec-
essary arrangements within two
years of the law’s enforcement
to start the transition.

The beginning of this period will
be announced publicly through
the official gazette, electronic
platforms, and state media.
The central bank will also draft
implementing regulations with-
in three months, subject to ap-
proval by the High Board and the
Cabinet.”

Iran’s redenomination plan has
been under discussion for years
amid high inflation and depreci-
ation of the rial. Removing four
zeros is aimed at simplifying
financial transactions, account-
ing, and the use of currency in
daily life, though analysts note it
does not by itself address under-
lying inflationary pressures.
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Tehran dismisses
US pressure tac-
tics, says ‘surren-
der’ not an option
as Geneva talks
loom

As Iran and the United States pre-
pare for the third round of indirect
nuclear talks in Geneva this week,
Tehran is issuing a clear directive
that any agreement must guaran-
tee the nation’s established rights,
and that pressure tactics will fail.
At a press conference Monday,
Iranian Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Esmaeil Baghaei con-
firmed the Islamic Republic’s firm
stance, stating diplomacy will not
lead to submission. His remarks
precede crucial negotiations that
have been plagued by heightened
military rhetoric from Washing-
ton.

“Our duty is to ensure the rights
and interests of the Iranian na-
tion,” Baghaei told reporters. “We
can only accept an agreement that
secures Iran’s rights and national
interests on both the nuclear is-
sue and sanctions relief.”
Baghaei’s remarks were a direct
response to recent statements by
U.S. officials, including President
Donald Trump and his envoy Ste-
ve Witkoff, who have suggested
that Iran should capitulate under
the weight of economic sanctions
and military threats. Witkoff told
Fox News over the weekend that
Trump is “curious” as to why Iran
has not yet surrendered, particu-
larly after the president warned of
possible military strikes.

Baghaei dismissed the language
as culturally and historically inac-
curate.

“Surrender has no place in
[ranian culture and literature,”
he stated. He cited 47 years of
Iranian history as evidence the
nation does not yield to external
pressure. “The Iranian people de-
mand dignity, independence, and
respect for national sovereignty.”
The spokesperson rejected Wit-
koff's suggestion Iran simply ac-
cepta U.S. proposal, calling it part
of a pattern of contradictory U.S.
claims. “Any negotiation start-
ing with imposed burdens
and preconceived judgments
will not conclude,” Baghaei B§
warned.

On the military front,
Baghaei was unequivocal
regarding aggression. The U.S.
has recently increased its military
presence in the region, including
two carrier strike groups, framed
by Washington as leverage.
Baghaei made clear that even a
“limited” strike crosses a red line.
“These two issues are fundamen-
tally unrelated. There are no limits
on what constitutes an ‘aggres-
sive act’; any attack, regardless of
scale, is aggression and will carry
consequences,” he said.
He also countered remarks hy
IAEA head Rafasl Grossi, who
suggested inspactions  alone
could block a deal. Baghaei af-
firmed Iran has fully cooperated
with the IAEA at its peaceful nu-
clear facilities throughout 2025.
On a separate but related matter,
Baghaei announced a significant
policy shift regarding European
forces in the Persian Gulf. This
action responds to the European
Union’s designation of the Islamic
Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
as a “terrorist” entity.

“Our action was taken in response
to that unlawful move. Henceforth,
the presence of law enforcement
forces from EU member states
in the Persian Gulf region will be
viewed differently, as they will be
considered terrorist forces, carry-
ing consequences,” he stated.
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Whether protein makes you gain or lose
weight depends on how much protein you
eat, your activity level, and your overall
health. When changing your protein intake
to meet weight goals, couple the diet with
exercise and balanced nutrition to maintain
overall wellness.

Eating Protein to Gain Weight

Proteins are one of the three essential ma-
cronutrients—along with carbohydrates
(carbs) and fats—crucial in daily body
functions, such as tissue growth and repair.
Eating a diet rich in protein is one way to

promote weight gain while meeting goals of
maintaining or increasing muscle.1

When looking to gain weight through in-
creased protein intake, consider the follow-
ing research-based points:21

o Strive for a balanced diet: Consuming
high-protein foods should be one part of
an overall balanced diet to maintain overall
health. Choose a variety of high-quality pro-
tein sources, such as fish, legumes (beans,
peas, and lentils), nuts, and seeds, to en-
sure that your diet is well-rounded.

* Exercise

J

* Preserve muscle: Regular protein intake
in your diet supports a positive nitrogen
balance in your body, which is vital for
preserving lean muscle mass. Timing your
protein intake around workouts may help
build more lean muscle.

* Avoid gaining fat: If you consume more
protein but don’t work out, you're still likely
to gain weight due to increased calorie in-
take. However, the resulting weight gain is
likely due to fat accumulation.

Eating Protein to Lose Weight

A protein-rich diet can also support weight

il £ s !

Persepolis football club have extended
the contract of head coach Osmar Loss
despite criticism of the team’s recent
performances.

The club’s media department announced
that the clause to extend the head
coach’s contract has been activated.
Club officials believe that with calmness,
stability, and support for the technical

loss goals. When considering increasing
your protein intake to lose pounds, consid-
er the following findings related to weight
loss:

* Feel more satisfied: Protein helps you feel
fuller longer. Consuming adequate protein
can help control hunger, prevent overeat-
ing, and reduce overall caloric intake, which
leads to weight l0ss.8

* Burn calories more efficiently: A higher
protein intake can help preserve lean mus-
cle mass, and having more lean muscle
mass helps prevent a decrease in metabolic

plans, the process of strengthening the
team will move forward with both short-
term and long-term perspectives.
Persepolis have won just two matches
in the second half of the 2025/26 Per-
sian Gulf Pro League season.

The Reds have suffered five defeats, and
the coaching staff are currently under
increasing pressure.

rate (the rate at which you burn calories
by just being alive). This means your body
uses more energy (calories) to digest pro-
tein than it does to digest fats and carbo-
hydrates. Thus, eating high-protein foods
potentially burns more calories.9

e Burn fat: Increasing protein intake can
also help you burn fat in the course of in-
creasing the energy needed for digestion,
and reducing fat helps you attain long-term
weight goals. Healthy fats also may help
lower your percentage of belly fat if you
keep your calorie intake low.10

Banks extend 169.85Sh in loans in 10 months, around %26 to households

Iran’s banking network extended 8.492 quadrillion rials (about
$169.85 billion) in loans during the first 10 months of the current
Iranian year (March 2025-January 2026), up 45.5 percent from the
same period a year earlier, the Central Bank of Iran said.

The increase amounts to 2.654 quadrillion rials (approximately
$53.10 billion) compared with the corresponding period last year.
Of the total lending, 6.293 quadrillion rials (around $125.87
billion), or 74.1 percent, went to businesses (corporate and
non-corporate), while 2.199 quadrillion rials (about $43.99
billion), or 25.9 percent, was allocated to end consumers

and households.
By comparison, lending during the first 10 months of the previous
year stood at 5.631 quadrillion rials (roughly $112.62 billion), later
revised to 5.837 quadrillion rials (around $116.76 billion) after ad-
justments by the banking network.
Working capital financing accounted for the bulk of business
lending. Loans for working capital across all economic sec-
tors totaled 5.153 quadrillion rials (approximately $103.07 bil-
lion), representing 81.9 percent of total facilities granted to
businesses.

Mahdavt naval squadron returns to
[ran’s territorial waters after 57 days

The Shahid Mahdavi naval squadron
run by the IRGC Navy has returned to
Iran’s territorial waters after a 57-day
voyage.

The squadron was welcomed by
IRGG Navy chief Rear Admiral Alireza
Tangsiri.

The naval fleet had visited South Afri-
can waters to participate in the BRICS
military drills.

It was the eighth squadron operated
by the IRGC Navy that was sent to the
open seas.

It has been three days since the
squadron returned from a long voy-
age. Its voyage covered half of the
globe.

It voyaged 10,700 miles (about 18,000
kilometers). It is the first time the

Mahdavi squadron, accompanied by
the Naqdi destroyer and IRIS Makran,
has set a naval record in the history
of the IRGC. By participating in the
BRICS drills, the squadron marked a
milestone in Iran’s presence in interna-
tional waters.

It was the first navigational experience
of the IRGC Navy in the Atlantic Ocean
in the southern hemisphere. During
the voyage, IRGC Navy officers faced
highly volatile weather conditions and
waves as long as 20 meters.

The Shahid Mahdavi squadron is ca-
pable of carrying large numbers of re-
connaissance and offensive drones. It
is also capable of launching 1000-kilo-
meter cruise missiles.

Actually, it serves as a floating naval

base for the IRGC Navy’s offensive
ships.

An IRGC Navy officer said, “No longer
are open seas outside our reach, and
we are waiting for an order from the
commander-in-chief to attend any wa-
ters around the globe.”

Now, by being able to send war-
ships to open seas - such as the In-
dian Ocean and the Malacca and Bab
el-Mandeb Straits - for a long period,
Iran is demonstrating its power to
safeguard its strategic interests in the
seas.

Admiral Tangsiri has said the foes
must know that “iron-willed and faith-
ful” naval forces from the Army and
the IRGC cross the seas on the order
of their Leader.

In the household segment, loans for personal goods purchases

reached 937 trillion rials (about $18.75 billion), accounting for 42.6
percent of total lending to end consumers.
The industry and mining sector received 2.33 quadrillion rials

(around $46.63 billion) in working capital loans, equal to 45.2 per-

activity.

cent of all working capital facilities extended across sectors. Of the
2.6 quadrillion rials (about $53.27 billion) in total loans granted to
industry and mining, 87.5 percent was allocated to working capital,
underscoring banks’ focus on supporting production and industrial
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TEDPIX, the main index of the Teh-
ran Securities Exchange (TSE), rose
61,655 points to 3.68 million on Mon-
day, which is the third day of the Irani-
an calendar week.

TSE is one of the four Iranian stock
exchanges, and the most important
one. The other three ones are Iran
Mercantile Exchange (IME), Iran En-
ergy Exchange (IRENEX), and Iran’s
over-the-counter ~ (OTC)  market,
known as Iran Fara Bourse (IFB).

The Iranian government has intensi-
fied efforts to stabilize and strength-
en the capital market through coor-
dinated policymaking and regular
consultations between top economic
officials.

Mohammadreza Dashti ~ Ardakani,
deputy for legal and parliamentary
affairs at the Ministry of Economic Af-
fairs and Finance, said on October 17
that the ministry holds weekly meet-
ings centered on the capital market,
with participation from the head of the
Securities and Exchange Organization
(SEO) and senior deputies.

“The government’s economic team is
fully committed to supporting small
shareholders, which remains one of
our top priorities,” Dashti Ardakani
said on the sidelines of the minis-
try’s second coordination council of
deputies, advisers, and parliamentary
liaisons, held at the Securities and Ex-
change Organization headquarters.
He added that both short-term and
long-term programs are being devel-

TEDPIX gains 61,000 pomts on Monday

:«Qa'!

oped to ensure the market’s sustain-
able growth.

“The economic team continuous-
ly monitors capital market trends.
Protecting the interests of investors,
especially retail shareholders, is a
permanent agenda item in these ses-
sions,” he said.

Dashti Ardakani emphasized that the
Economy Minister closely follows
market developments and that the
ministry is working intensively to
steer the stock market back toward
stability and growth.

He also highlighted the full coordina-
tion between key state institutions to
strengthen the capital market, noting
that the Supreme Gouncil of the Stock
Exchange and the Ministry of Econo-
my are jointly implementing several
supportive measures.

“Fortunately, the government, parlia-
ment, and other branches share a uni-
fied view on enhancing the role of the
capital market, and positive outcomes
have already emerged,” he said.

The deputy minister expressed appre-
ciation for the round-the-clock efforts
of market managers, adding that the
current state of the Tehran Stock Ex-
change is viewed as satisfactory.

“A vibrant stock market has a direct
impact on public optimism and sat-
isfaction,” he said. “All institutions
must work together to boost investor
confidence and reinforce the capital
market as a key pillar of the national
economy.”
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