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Iran will answer
respect with respect,
and force with force,

Araghchi tells US
media

In an interview with MS NOW, Iranian
Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi de-
scribed ongoing talks with the U.S. as
productive and dismissed the threat of
force as a viable option. Araghchi said
on Monday that a draft of a potential
nuclear agreement with the United
States would be ready within days,
signaling that a diplomatic resolution
to the long-standing standoff may
be within reach. In an interview with
MSNBC, Araghchi described recent
talks in Geneva as productive, saying
both sides had agreed on a set of prin-
ciples to guide negotiations. He said
Iranian officials were now preparing a
draft text to present to the U.S. negoti-
ating team, led by Steve Witkoff.

“It won’t take much time,” Araghchi
said. “Perhaps within a week, a little
more, we can start serious negotia-
tions on the text and reach a conclu-
sion.” The foreign minister stressed
that any agreement must be a “win-
win” solution, under which the United
States receives guarantees about the
peaceful nature of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, and Iran receives verifiable re-
lief from the economic sanctions that
have weighed heavily on its economy.
He dismissed suggestions that the
United States was demanding a per-
manent halt to Iran’s uranium enrich-
ment activities, calling such reports
inaccurate. Instead, he described
the discussions as focused on tech-
nical measures, with input from the
International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA), that could provide the neces-
sary assurances to all sides. “We are
now talking about how to ensure that
Iran’s nuclear program, including en-
richment, is peaceful and will remain
peaceful forever,” he said. Throughout
the interview, Araghchi returned to
a central theme: that military action
against Iran’s nuclear infrastructure
would fail, and that diplomacy is the
only workable path forward. He point-
ed to past attacks on Iranian facilities
and the assassination of Iranian sci-
entists as evidence that coercion does
not work. “They could not destroy our
nuclear program,” he said. “This pro-
gram has been developed by our own
hands and by our scientists. It cannot
be destroyed by bombing or military
action.”

_www.esfahan-news.com

Commodities worth $9.2b exported

The director-general of the Cus-
toms Department of Bushehr
province, in southwest Iran, an-
nounced the export of over 25
million tons of goods worth $9.2
billion from this province in the
first ten months of the current
Iranian calendar year (March 21,
2025-January 20, 2026).

Ali Soleimani said that 60 per-
cent of the weight and value of
exported goods are related to
goods exported to China, and 11
percent of the weight and 17 per-
cent of the value of exports from
Bushehr province’s customs are
related to the UAE.

He stated: “In the first ten months
of this year, over 25 million tons
of goods were exported through
Bushehr province’s customs to
47 different countries, with the
largest exports going to China.”
He put the total value of exported
goods from Bushehr province’s
customs at over $9.2 billion.
Soleimani named the UAE, Tur-
key, Pakistan, India, Oman, Brazil,
Sri Lanka, Qatar, and Bangladesh
as other target countries for ex-
ports and added that Bushehr
province has a very good capaci-
ty for developing exports to vari-
ous countries.

As previously announced by the
official, in the first half of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year (March
21-September 22, 2025), over

15.53 million tons of non-oil
goods, worth more than $5.7
billion, were exported through
the customs offices of Bushehr
province.

Soleimani stated that this prov-
ince holds the top rank in the
country for export goods during
the mentioned six-month period.
The official further mentioned
that 13 customs offices are ac-
tive in the field of commercial
and trade services in Bushehr
province.

He said the customs offices of
Bushehr province provide servic-
es in the fields of export, import,
and transit of goods.

Pointing out that the customs
offices of Bushehr province se-
cured the top national rank for ex-
ports in the first half of this year,
he added: “In the first half of the
current year, the customs offices
of Bushehr province, by register-
ing the export of over 15.53 mil-
lion tons of various goods worth
$5.7 billion, have taken the first
place in the country’s exports.”
The director-general of Bushehr
Customs Department listed pet-
rochemical products, methanol,
cement and clinker, fish and
shrimp, gypsum, and agricultur-
al products as part of the export
shipments from the province’s
customs.

He stated that the main destina-

tions for the export shipments
are China, the UAE, India, Paki-
stan, Brazil, Turkey, Oman, Qatar,
Bangladesh, and Kuwait.
Soleimani also described the
b6-percent growth in revenue
for Bushehr province’s customs
in the first half of this year com-
pared to the same period last
year as a sign of a leap in eco-
nomic activities.

Regarding  imports  through
Bushehr province’s customs, the
official announced that approxi-
mately 349,000 tons of essential
goods and industrial equipment,
worth $1.062 billion, were im-
ported into the country through
Bushehr province’s customs in
the first half of this year.

These primarily included diesel
power generators, power plant
components and parts, various
types of fabric, rice, various types
of ball and roller bearings, pas-
senger car parts and spare parts,
motorcycle parts and spare parts,
various types of tea, various au-
tomotive supplies, and electric
motors, the official informed and
added that these products were
imported from countries such
as the UAE, China, Russia, India,
and Germany.

As previously announced by the
province’s governor-general,
the value of non-oil export from
Bushehr increased by 12 percent

in the past Iranian calendar year
1403 (ended on March 20, 2025).
Arsalan Zare said that over 30
million tons of non-oil products
worth $12 billion were exported
from the province in the previous
year.

The official also announced that
900,000 tons of non-oil com-
modities valued at $2.8 billion
were imported to the province in
the previous year.

Referring to the important posi-
tion of the Bushehr customs of-
fices, he emphasized the need to
increase the facilities and equip-
ment of the provincial customs.
He stated that given the privileged
position of the Bushehr customs
offices in earning foreign curren-
cy income, improving the level of
their activities is emphasized.
Despite accounting for only
about 1.5 percent of Iran’s land
and population, Bushehr is an
economic giant.

The province is the third-largest
economy in Iran, contributing
over six percent to the national
GDP.

Its economic output is primarily
driven by the energy sector, spe-
cifically the supply of electricity,
gas, steam, and air ventilation,
which alone accounts for more
than half of the province’s total
production.

Bushehr's economy is over-
whelmingly dominated by its
strategic energy and petrochem-
ical sector.

The province is home to the Pars
Special Economic Energy Zone in
Asaluyeh, the heart of Iran’s gas
and petrochemical industry.

This has led to an extraordinary
concentration of national ca-
pacity, with Bushehr holding 88
percent of Iran’s petrochemical
capacity, production of 58 per-
cent of the country’s petrochem-
ical products, and supply of over
74 percent of the nation’s natural
gas.

The Bushehr Nuclear Power
Plant, Iran’s first operational
commercial reactor, also contrib-
utes to the national energy grid.
Major projects, both completed
and under construction, continue
to attract significant investment.

{rom Bushehr province m 10 months

Current projects in the Pars Spe-
cial Economic Zone alone are val-
ued at over $18 billion.
Leveraging its massive industrial
output, Bushehr is Iran’s premier
non-oil export hub.

The province consistently ac-
counts for the biggest share of
the country’s non-oil exports,
with recent data showing it was
responsible for 25 percent of
Iran’s total non-oil exports in one
quarter.

Key export commodities include:
* Petrochemicals: The domi-
nant export, including products
like methanol, polyethylene, and
urea.

* Gas condensates: A major con-
tributor to the province’s export
value.

* Minerals and agricultural prod-
ucts: Including cement, clinker,
tomatoes, and farmed shrimp.
With nearly 700 kilometers of
coastline, Bushehr hosts 10 ac-
tive commercial ports, including
Bushehr, Dayyer, Kangan, and
Kharg Island.

These ports are strategically po-
sitioned for trade with Persian
Gulf states. For instance:

* Dayyer Port serves as Iran’s
primary export hub to Qatar, par-
ticularly for agricultural products.
* Bushehr Port is being posi-
tioned as a key gateway for ex-
ports to Saudi Arabia.

The province’s port infrastructure
is under continuous develop-
ment.

Recent projects, such as dredg-
ing Bushehr Port's channels
to 10.8 meters, now allow it to
accommodate vessels with a
capacity of over 30,000 tons, up
from a previous limit of 15,000
tons. However, officials note that
further infrastructure upgrades,
including road and rail connec-
tions, are needed to realize the
province’s full export potential.
Bushehr continues to attract
significant domestic and foreign
investment. The province’s de-
velopment strategy is focused
on completing the petrochemical
value chain, supporting mid-
stream and downstream indus-
tries to maximize profitability and
create sustainable employment.

ISFAHAN NEWS

Over 100m tons of
petroleum products
transported annually

More than 100 million tons of pe-
troleum products are transported
across Iran each year, accounting
for around 17 percent of total freight
movement in the country, a senior
road transport official said.
Mehrdad Hamdollahi, director gen-
eral of the cargo transport office
at the Iran Road Maintenance and
Transportation Organization, said
petroleum cargo plays a significant
role in overall road freight activity.
He described tanker drivers as hav-
ing demonstrated commitment and
responsibility during challenging
periods such as the COVID-19 pan-
demic, natural disasters and other
crises, stressing that road freight
operators play a strategic and in-
dispensable role in maintaining the
country’s transport cycle. Hamdolla-
hi said part of the challenges facing
the freight sector require precise pol-
icymaking and coordination among
executive and legislative bodies. He
pointed to the uncontrolled entry of
new fleets and the slow removal of
aging vehicles as key imbalances.
Under the Clean Air Law, more than
120,000 worn-out vehicles remain
active nationwide, he said. Over the
past five years, cargo transport vol-
umes have risen 20 percent, while
the number of active heavy vehicles
has increased by 57 percent, dis-
rupting the balance between supply
and demand. Under the country’s
Seventh National Development Plan,
the entry of each new heavy vehicle
is to be matched by the scrapping
of one aging truck to help restore
equilibrium in the sector. Hamdollahi
also noted recent revisions to tanker
freight rates, saying transport tariffs
for petroleum products have been
adjusted in line with updates applied
to other goods. Efforts are contin-
uing to address remaining gaps
through relevant authorities.

He added that amendments to the
Social Security insurance law for
drivers are under review in parlia-
ment to resolve insurance-related
issues and clarify the government’s
subsidy share.
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Trump directs
release of ‘highly
complex’ files on

‘alien life’

U.S President Donald Trump
on Thursday night issued a
directive to federal agencies
to identify and release gov-
ernment records concerning
unidentified anomalous/aerial
phenomena (UAP) and “alien
and extraterrestrial life.”

In a statement posted to Truth
Social, he cited “tremendous
interest” as the primary cata-
lyst for the order.

“I will be directing the Secre-
tary of War, and other relevant
Departments and Agencies, to
begin the process of identifying
and releasing Government files
related to alien and extraterres-
trial life, unidentified aerial phe-
nomena (UAP), and unidenti-
fied flying objects (UFOs), and
any and all other information
connected to these highly com-
plex, but extremely interesting
and important, matters.”

The announcement follows a
sharp exchange regarding for-
mer President Barack Obama.
Speaking to reporters aboard
Air Force One, Trump accused
his predecessor of improperly
disclosing classified informa-
tion during a podcast appear-
ance where Obama remarked
that “aliens are real.”

Trump asserted that Obama
“made a big mistake” but sug-
gested the new declassification
order would “get him out of
trouble” by retroactively au-
thorizing the disclosure.
While Obama later clarified that
he saw no “evidence of con-
tact” during his presidency, the
exchange has reignited intense
debate over the limits of execu-
tive secrecy.

This push for disclosure ar-
rives after years of legislative
tension.

The UAP Disclosure Act, orig-
inally introduced by Senators
Schumer and Rounds, was
significantly weakened in Con-
gress, with leadership stripping
“eminent domain” provisions
that would have allowed the
government to seize recovered
craft from private contractors.
This legislative gridlock follows
landmark testimonies from
whistleblowers such as David
Grusch, who alleged the pos-
session of “non-human” bio-
logics, and former Pentagon
official Luis Elizondo, who de-
scribed an ongoing, secretive
arms race involving advanced
technologies monitoring mili-
tary installations.

Reactions have been starkly
divided. Representative Tim
Burchett (R-Tenn.) hailed the
move as a victory against a
“cover-up,” while Representa-
tive Eric Burlison (R-Mo.) not-
ed that briefings have hinted at
multiple “alien species.”
Representative Anna Paulina
Luna also thanked the presi-
dent, expressing a desire for
public transparency.
However, Representative
Thomas Massie (R-Ky.) dis-
missed the timing, stating,
“They’ve deployed the ultimate
weapon of mass distraction,
but the Epstein files aren’t go-
ing away... even for aliens.”
On X, some users celebrated
a historic breakthrough, yet
many skeptics characterized
the order as a tactical diversion
from domestic controversies,
the Epstein coverup, or even
the U.S. military waging war un
the Middle East.
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Iran’s mobile
phone imports
fall 15% in 10

By:

Wellness shots, like those made with
ginger and turmeric, are concentrated
mini-beverages to help boost energy, en-
hance immunity, and support digestion.
They are packed with vitamins and min-
erals and can be made at home, but more
research is needed on their benefits.

1. Ginger Shots for Digestion

Ginger is a root with a bold, spicy flavor. It
contains anti-inflammatory and antioxidant
compounds, such as gingerol, which may
help:1

* Ease nausea

* Reduce inflammation

« Support healthy digestion

2. Turmeric Shots for Immunity

Turmeric is a bright yellow spice contain-
ing curcumin, a compound with potent
anti-inflammatory and antioxidant proper-
ties. Research suggests that curcumin may
help:45

e Reduce inflammation throughout the

months

Iran’s mobile phone imports fell 15 per-
cent in volume and 21 percent in value
in the first 10 months of the current Ira-
nian year (March 2025-January 2026),

customs data showed.

ome Wellness Shots to Take Daily
or better Eneroy, Immunity, and Digestion

body, which could benefit people with in-
flammatory conditions like arthritis

e Improve blood vessel function,
which may support heart health

* Protect cells from damage, reducing
the risk of certain cancersé
3. Apple Cider Vinegar
Shots for Digestion, / W
Energy, and Immu- (
nity

Apple  cider  vinegar
(ACV) is made by fer-
menting apple juice &
to produce acetic
acid, the compound
that gives it its tart

taste.8 Apple cider vinegar shots typi-
cally combine ACV with water, honey, lem-
on, or cinnamon. AGV shots provide the
following benefits:

* They may help regulate blood sugar and
support steady energy levels when con-

sumed before a meal.9

*They may increase feelings of fullness and
reduce  crav- ings, helping
with weight manage-
ment.10

» ACV is a probiotic that sup-
ports a healthy balance of gut
bacterla supporting digestion
and immune health.11
4. Wheatgrass Shots for Inmunity

Source:

Wheatgrass shots contain the juice of the
mature shoots of the wheat plant. They are
rich in vitamins A, G, and E and essential
minerals such as iron, mag-
nesium, calcium, manga-
nese, copper, sele-
nium, and zinc.12

Wheatgrass ~ shots
may help:1314
¢ Improve kidney

health
« Neutralize toxins
¢ Protect cells
from oxidative
stress
* Reduce inflammation
* Regulate blood sug-

4

ar levels
. - Support healthy gut
hac- teria

5. Elderberry Shots for Inmunity
Elderberries are small, dark purple berries

According to the Islamic Republic of
Iran Customs Administration (IRICA),
a total of 7.498 million handsets worth
$1.457 billion were imported from the

start of the year through the end of the
10th month (Jan. 20). The figures com-
pare with nine million units valued at
$1.8 billion imported during the same
period of the previous year.

The decline reflects weaker demand and
tighter import conditions, with mobile
phones remaining one of the country’s
major non-oil import items.

rich in antioxidants like vitamin C. Elderber-
ry shots are made from elderberry syrup or
extract and may help:

* Boost the immune system, particularly
against respiratory infections15

« Shorten the duration and severity of cold
and flu symptoms when taken at the first
sign of iliness16

6. Aloe Vera Shots for Digestion

Aloe vera shots are made by liquefying the
clear gel inside the leaves of the aloe vera
plant to create a drinkable form. Aloe vera
shots support digestion in the following
ways:

e They may act as natural laxatives to re-
lieve occasional constipation.19

* They may also help reduce stomach acid
production, which can aid in controlling
heartburn caused by acid reflux.20

e They help maintain skin hydration and
elasticity, reducing skin irritation and signs
of aging.21

Customs delegations from Iran and Russia met in Tehran to ex-
pand training cooperation and facilitate customs clearance and

supervision procedures, officials said.

The meeting was held within the framework of the mutual admin-
istrative assistance agreement in customs matters between the
Islamic Republic of Iran Customs Administration (IRICA) and the

Federal Customs Service of Russia.
Hassan Alidousti,
from

representatives specialized

Milicary analysts:

Palestinian
resistance repo- |
sicion forces i
biaza

Reports suggest that the Palestinian re-
sistance has begun quietly redeploying
fighters closer to the frontline in Gaza.
Since the launch of Operation Al-Ag-
sa Flood, the balance of power on the
ground has shifted significantly. The Is-
raeli Occupation Forces (IOF) now con-
trol large portions of the territory, with
full and sustained control in Rafah, the
southernmost city of the enclave.

Areas once dominated by Palestinian
resistance forces have shrunk consid-
erably, and the element of surprise that
once provided a tactical edge has largely
diminished.

Backed politically and militarily by the
United States, the occupation regime
maintains overwhelming firepower and
advanced intelligence capabilities. In
response, Palestinian resistance forces
have operated primarily underground or
deeper inside urban areas to reduce ex-
posure to airstrikes and artillery attacks.
Following the truce that took effect in Oc-
tober, the Palestinian resistance initially
withdrew many fighters from areas near
the so-called “Yellow Line.” These areas
have been subjected to repeated shelling
and aerial bombardment.

Early attempts to reestablish positions
there were met with heavy strikes by the
IOF, forcing another tactical pullback.

In recent weeks, however, Palestinian
resistance forces have reestablished a
calculated presence closer to the “Yellow
Line,” military analysts say.

Units have set up both permanent and
nighttime observation posts. These

acting deputy for planning and interna-
tional affairs at IRICA, along with senior managers and
offices,

talks.

Discussions focused on strengthening existing interactions,

e 3
0

advancing educational cooperation and simplifying customs i
formalities and oversight mechanisms to support bilateral ESREEE i N
trade. ‘ o

attended the

[ -

deployments are dlscreet and carefully
managed, designed to limit exposure
while strengthening rapid response ca-
pabilities.

Several factors explain this shift.

First, serious security breaches occurred
inside areas under Palestinian control.
Collaborators, supported with intelli-
gence and aerial surveillance from the
occupation regime, carried out kidnap-
pings and assassinations in locations
including Gaza City, the Maghazi camp,
and Khan Yunis. In some cases, senior
security officials were killed.

These incidents exposed a security vac-
uum in zones near the “Yellow-Line”
where no fighters had been deployed.
After the redeployment, several infiltra-
tion attempts were thwarted, dozens of
collaborators were arrested, and armed
confrontations took place. The restored
presence of Palestinian resistance forces
has significantly reduced the room for
such breaches and strengthened internal
security.

Second, IOF movements near the “Yel-
low Line” have intensified. Forces have
advanced closer to densely populated
areas, carrying out activities that suggest
preparations for broader ground opera-
tions should the truce collapse.

By positioning fighters nearer to poten-
tial flashpoints, the Palestinian resist-
ance ensures faster reaction times and
maintains essential field-level awareness
of 10F activity.

Third, redeployment serves to maintain
combat readiness. Months of intense

warfare and resistance were followed by
a period of relative inactivity under the
ceasefire.

Sustained absence from frontline areas
can affect preparedness and morale. By
returning fighters to operational zones,
the Palestinian resistance preserves dis-
cipline, cohesion, and readiness in the
face of ongoing targeted strikes by the
occupation regime.

A further consideration is the potential
deployment of international stabilization
forces amid the second phase of the
ceasefire. While the Palestinian resist-
ance leaders have not signaled any de-
sire for confrontation with such forces,
they remain cautious about unclear man-
dates, particularly if they were to involve
disarmament, an issue widely regarded
as sensitive and consequential.
Although these forward deployments
carry risks given the occupation re-
gime’s aerial dominance and intelli-
gence reach, the Palestinian resistance
views proactive positioning as a strate-
gic necessity.

By closing security gaps, restoring de-
terrence along sensitive axes, and ensur-
ing its fighters remain prepared for any
escalation, the Palestinian resistance is
acting to safeguard both its operational
capabilities and the internal stability of
Gaza.

Rather than signaling escalation, the
move reflects calculated risk manage-
ment and a determination to prevent
further erosion of security under increas-
ingly volatile conditions.

The two sides also held technical consultations on enhancing
operational coordination and drafting a practical roadmap to fur-
ther develop customs cooperation, following periodic meetings y ol
of the heads of customs administrations and prior expert-level \ |
negotiations.

An lranian delegation of knowl-
edge-based companies will partici-
pate in the NextTech Week exhibition,
scheduled for April 15 to 17 at Tokyo
Big Sight, Japan.

The exhibition is designed to show-
case technologies that are transform-
ing businesses, industries, and soci-
eties. It features Generative Al, Deep
Learning, Machine Learning, Edge Al,
Natural Language Processing, Image
and Speech Recognition, Dialogue
Al, Blockchain and NFT Services,
Smart Contracts, Information Secu-
rity, Risk Management, Supply Chain
Management, Quantum Computing
Hardware, Quantum Crytptography,
Quantum Machine Learning, Quan-
tum Computer Applications, Market-
ing Support, Installation Consulting,
and Digital Human Resource Devel-
opment Support Services.

The event serves as a great oppor-
tunity to exchange scientific interac-
tions, showcase the achievements
and capabilities of the Iranian compa-
nies, hold B2B meetings, and trans-
fer the latest global technologies into
the country, IRNA reported.

Boosting ties with Iranian universi-
ties

In January, Japanese Ambassador
Tamaki Tsukada highlighted the sig-
nificance of promoting scientific ties
with Iranian universities in different
areas, especially emerging technolo-
gies, Al, and advanced materials.
Science and industry are the two

Knowledge-hased firms
to attend Next’Pech Week Tokyo

N =
2) = r—

main indicators of power in the 21st
century, which play a critical role in
scientific diplomacy, IRNA quoted
Tsukada as saying.

He made the remarks in a meeting
with Mahmoud Shokrieh, the chan-
cellor of Iran University of Science
and Technology (IUST). The ambas-
sador said the scientific capabilities
and capacities of Iran have never
been truly presented to Japan, and
that it is his main responsibility to do
s0. He also announced readiness to
foster interactions between the [UST
and Japanese universities.

For his part, Shokrieh elaborated
on the University’s achievements in
science, research, and industry. He
proposed exchanging professors and
students, conducting collaborative
educational courses and scientific
projects, establishing joint laborato-
ries, and cooperating in science and
technology parks.

Referring to the consortium of the top
five universities of technology in Iran,
namely the University of Tehran, Teh-
ran University of Medical Sciences,
Amirkabir University of Technology,
Sharif University of Technology, and
Iran University of Medical Sciences
(called UT5), the official said the con-
sortium can lay the ground for the
expansion of scientific interactions
between the best Iranian universities
of technology and Japanese universi-
ties, which was well-received by the
Japanese side.
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