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Iron ore concentrate

output rises 9% in 9

months; lump ore up
44%

Production of iron ore concentrate by
Iran’s major mining companies rose
nine percent in the first nine months
of the current Iranian year (ending
December 21, 2025), while lump
iron ore output surged 44 percent,
according to new data released by
Iranian Mines and Mining Industries
Development and Renovation Organ-
ization (IMIDRO).

IMIDRO reported that 10 leading
producers — including Gol Gohar
Mining and Industrial Company,
Chadormalu Mining and Industrial
Company, and Goharzamin Iron Ore
Company — collectively produced
4.55 million tons of iron ore concen-
trate in the ninth month (Azar), up 14
percent from 3.99 million tons in the
same month last year. Cumulative
concentrate output from the begin-
ning of Farvardin through the end
of Azar reached 40.27 million tons,
compared with 36.90 million tons
in the corresponding period a year
earlier.

Lump iron ore production recorded
even stronger growth. Output dur-
ing the nine-month period climbed
to 1.595 million tons, up from 1.11
million tons a year earlier —a 44 per-
cent increase.

Shipments of lump iron ore rose 17
percent year-on-year to 1.31 million
tons. Meanwhile, concentrate ship-
ments increased 16 percent over the
same period, reaching 14.73 million
tons compared with 12.68 million
tons last year.

The upward trend in both production
and shipments reflects strengthened
operational capacity and improved
performance among Iran’s major
mining firms, supporting the coun-
try’s steel value chain and export
potential.

Iran ranks among the world’s top 15
mineral-rich countries, holding sub-
stantial iron ore reserves estimated
at 3.8 hillion metric tons by the US
Geological Survey. Production has
grown significantly, reaching approx-
imately 100 million tons annually by
2021. Recent data shows continued
momentum, with 13.69 million tons
produced in the first quarter of the
current Iranian year alone, marking
15 percent year-on-year growth.
The sector is central to Iran’s strat-
egy of moving from raw material
sales to higher-value manufactured
goods. New plants with capacities of
2 million tons per year continue to be
developed in provinces like Kerman
and Yazd to meet growing domestic
and export demand. This expansion
supports the steel industry, reduces
reliance on crude oil exports, and cre-
ates employment, with a single new
plant generating up to 750 direct and
indirect jobs.

Iron ore concentrate is a high-grade
product derived from raw iron ore
through a series of processing steps.
While raw iron ore can contain as lit-
tle as 20-30 percent iron mixed with
waste rock and other minerals, the
concentrate is upgraded to a much
higher purity, typically containing
over 60 percent iron.
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Tran—Russia Jomt Economic Committee meeting marks turning pomt i hifateral co-op’

Iran’s Qil Minister Mo-
hsen Paknejad has de-
scribed the 19th meeting
of the Iran—-Russia Joint
Economic ~ Committee
as a pivotal opportuni-
ty to deepen strategic
ties between Tehran and
Moscow and open a new
chapter in bilateral eco-
nomic relations.
Paknejad, who heads the
Iranian side of the com-
mittee, said the session,
scheduled for February
16-18, will provide a
platform to advance co-
operation across a broad
range of sectors.

He noted that a prepara-
tory coordination meet-
ing was held earlier with
deputy ministers and
representatives of rele-
vant executive bodies to
review the latest status
of joint projects, assess
progress on previous
agreements, and finalize
priorities for the upcom-
ing talks.

He stressed the impor-
tance of unified coordina-
tion among Iranian insti-
tutions to accelerate the
implementation of prior-
ity projects and ensure
tangible outcomes from
the commission’s work.
According to the minister,
expert-level discussions
on February 16 and 17
will focus on priority pro-
jects and agreements in
trade, energy, transport,
financial and banking
cooperation, peaceful
nuclear energy, health-
care and other economic
fields.

The finalized cooperation
documents are expected
to be signed on the final
day of the meeting.
Paknejad also  point-
ed to evolving regional
and international condi-
tions, emphasizing that
stronger economic col-
laboration between Iran

and Russia can enhance
the economic resilience
of both countries and
contribute to shaping a
framework of cooper-
ation based on shared
interests.

He expressed optimism
that sustained coordi-
nation among executive
agencies and the efforts
of the commission’s
secretariat would lead
to the signing of signifi-
cant agreements and the
launch of a new phase
in Tehran-Moscow eco-
nomic relations.

Back in November, an
industrial  cooperation
memorandum of un-
derstanding (MOU) was
signed between Iran’s Al-
borz Province and Russia
to expand exports, pro-
mote technology transfer,
and apply modern inno-
vations such as artificial
intelligence (Al) in indus-
trial production.

Reza Rezaei, head of the
Alborz House of Indus-
try, Mine and Trade, an-
nounced the agreement
during a ceremony hon-
oring the province’s top
producers and exporters,
held at the Iran Chamber
of Commerce.

He said the partnership
aims to enhance co-
ordination among in-
dustrial and economic
institutions and support
export-oriented produc-
tion amid current eco-
nomic challenges.

Rezaei noted that despite
its small size, Alborz
hosts many of Iran’s ma-
jor industrial units and
has significant economic
potential.

“We are working to pres-
ent a successful model of
smart industrial develop-
ment using new technol-
ogies, particularly artifi-
cial intelligence,” he said.
The MOU, signed under

the title NCC, seeks to
facilitate exports, trans-
fer technical know-how,
and establish a platform
for technological coop-
eration between the two
countries.

Rezaei emphasized the
need to shift Iran’s edu-
cation system from the-
ory-based to skill-driven
approaches to prepare a
new generation of Al-ca-
pable specialists for the
future of industry.

He said the Alborz House
of Industry, operating
without state funding,
has expanded to 21 in-
dustrial associations and
plans to reach more than
32. The organization
currently works with 20
specialized consultants
across various sectors
to support manufactur-
ers.

Parham Rezaei, head
of the Alborz Chamber
of Commerce, said the
province’s exports aver-
aged about $1.0 billion
annually over the past
two years. He highlight-
ed ongoing cooperation
between the chamber
and the House of In-
dustry to avoid overlap
in programs and jointly
promote industrial devel-
opment.

He added that a joint
economic  development
roadmap has been pre-
pared through more than
15 expert sessions, while
efforts are underway to
attract investment in re-
newable energy projects
that could boost the
province’s electricity gen-
eration capacity to 300
megawatts by year-end.
On October 20, the head
of the Russia—Iran Busi-
ness Council said that
over 80 percent of trade
between Iran and Rus-
sia is now conducted in
their national currencies,

the rial and ruble, mark-
ing a major step toward
financial  independence
and reduced reliance on
third-party currencies.

Speaking at the 22nd
meeting of the Interna-

Dmitry
Kurochkin, vice
president of
the Chamber
of Commerce
and Industry
of the Russian.
Federation,
highlighted

the Caspian
Sea’s strategic
importance in the

emerging glohal
economic order.

He said the

rich energy
resources

transit routes
and geo-
economic
position could
transform it into
a major global
development hub

tional Council for Coop-
eration among Caspian
Chamber of Commerce
members, Leonid
Lozhechko said Iran and
Russia are taking new
steps to deepen bilateral
economic ties by easing
trade regulations, devel-
oping infrastructure, and
expanding collaboration
in technology, agricul-
ture, and the Internation-
al North-South Transport
Corridor (INSTC).

Lozhechko noted that

the council is pursuing a
strategic plan to enhance
cooperation in advanced
technologies, telecom-
munications, medicine,
and particularly cyberse-
curity. He said about 60
percent of bilateral trade
is related to agricultural
products, with Russia
exporting grains, wood,
oilseeds, chemicals, alu-
minum, coal, and steel to
Iran, while Iran supplies
spare parts, energy prod-
ucts, ceramics, cement,
and agricultural goods to
Russia.

He stressed that one of
the council’s priorities is
simplifying  regulations
under the Eurasian Eco-
nomic Union framework
to unlock the full potential
of trade between the two

countries.
Lozhechko added that
representatives from

Russia’s  ministries of
industry, economy, and
agriculture, as well as
banks from both nations,
participated in the event.
“We are determined to
remove bureaucratic
barriers so that trade
between Iran and Russia
can reach its true poten-
tial,” he said.

Dmitry  Kurochkin, vice
president of the Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try of the Russian Fed-
eration, highlighted the
Caspian Sea’s strategic
importance in the emerg-
ing global economic or-
der. He said the Caspian
region’s rich energy re-
sources, transit routes,
and geo-economic po-
sition could transform it
into a major global devel-
opment hub.

He emphasized the IN-
STC’s potential to turn
the Caspian region into
a multimodal transit cor-
ridor linking global trans-
port routes and boosting
exchanges among Iran,
Russia, Azerbaijan, Ka-
zakhstan, and Turkmen-
istan.

Kurochkin also point-
ed to growing Russian
business interest in Iran’s
market, citing Tehran’s
upcoming free trade
agreement with the Eur-
asian Economic  Union
and its membership in
BRICS as opportunities
to expand private sector
cooperation.

He announced plans for
joint investment projects
through 2030 under the
Commonwealth of In-
dependent States (CIS)
development framework,
prioritizing  agriculture,
advanced technologies,

textiles, and tourism.
Kurochkin said economic
interactions among Cas-
pian states have grown
by 80 percent in the past
two years and called for
greater coordination in
customs, logistics, and
infrastructure to make
the Caspian a central
driver of sustainable
growth and technolog-
ical cooperation across
Eurasia.

In early October, an offi-
cial with Trade Promotion
Organization (TPO) of
Iran said that the share of
industrial goods of Iran’s
exports to Russia has
increased  significantly
over the past three years,
and Iran’s exports to this
destination have almost
doubled.

Akbar Godari, the head
of TPO’s Central Asia,
Caucasus, and Russia
Office reported a sig-
nificant growth in trade
exchanges between Iran
and Russia, stating: “Giv-
en the current trend and
predicted trade plans, it
is expected that Iran’s ex-
ports to Russia will reach
approximately $1.4 bil-
lion by the end of the cur-
rent Iranian calendar year
1404 (March 20, 2026).”
“This is while at the end
of the year 1403 (March
2025), our country’s
exports to Russia were
about $1.1 billion”, the
official added.

He further explained that
according to statistics,
the majority of imports
from Russia consist
of grains and oilseeds,
which make up over 70
percent, with the remain-
der being production line
machinery.

In contrast, Iran’s ex-
ports to Russia include
45 percent agricultural
products, 37 percent
industrial goods, 10 per-
cent petrochemical and
polymer products, and
approximately 7 to 8 per-
cent minerals.

Referring to the change
in the composition of
Iran’s exports in recent
years, he said: “In the
years 1399 and 1400
(2020-2022), the vol-
ume of Iran’s exports to
Russia was about $500
million, over 90 percent
of which consisted of
fruits and vegetables. But
today, while maintaining
agricultural exports, the
share of industrial goods
has increased significant-
ly, and Iran’s exports to
Russia have nearly dou-
bled over the past three
years.”

‘Munich Circus’:
Under destruction

What the Munich Security Confer-
ence (MSC) has become is noth-
ing short of a “circus”. That's the
assessment from Iranian Foreign
Minister Abbas Araghchi regarding
the annual event. He shared this
blunt view on his X account, likely
after witnessing the son of a de-
posed king—who fled the country
with hundreds of millions in Iranian
wealth almost five decades ago—
being invited to the event to claim
popular desire for his monarchical
restoration.

Or perhaps Araghchi reached that
conclusion after listening to an
Iranian Nobel Peace Prize laureate
advocating for American strikes
against her own country and for
intensified sanctions. Either way,
he found it difficult to fathom how
low the Europeans have stooped to
please Israel.

“Sad to see the usually serious Mu-
nich Security Conference turned
into the ‘Munich Circus’ when it
comes to Iran,” Araghchi wrote.
He attributed this decline to a
preference for performance over
substance, noting that it conveyed
several crucial messages: primari-
ly, that Europe has lost all relevance
in West Asia; and secondarily, that
Germany has actively ensured any
remaining continental maneuvering
room serves Israeli interests.
“Europe’s overall trajectory is dire,
to say the least,” the top diplomat
wrote.

Europe’s impotence on the interna-
tional stage first became glaringly
evident with the Ukraine war. Af-
ter effectively pushing Russia into
a war and then sacrificing their
economies by sanctioning Rus-
sian energy — only to get an entire
generation of Ukrainian men killed
and vast swathes of Ukrainian ter-
ritory captured — Europeans have
been completely sidelined in the
U.S.-Russia-Ukraine talks aimed
at ending the conflict. The UAE’s
Sheikhdoms, having hosted some
of these discussions, likely wield
more influence in the talks than
Europe.

Following their embarrassing side-
lining in Ukraine, the E3 (Germany,
France, and the UK) might have sal-
vaged their international standing
by playing a constructive role as a
bridge between Iran and the U.S.,
a position they held in 2015 when
they became signatories to the
JCPOA. Instead, Europeans opted
to sacrifice their own interests for
Israel. They backed U.S.-Israeli at-
tacks against Iran in June of 2025,
then triggered a mechanism that
reinstated UN sanctions against
Iran, which had been suspended
under the JCPOA. That move, while
ultimately having very limited prac-
tical effect due to opposition from
China, Russia, and many other
countries, nonetheless completely
sidelined Europe in Iran’s nuclear
file as well.
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Any war would
be a ‘caution-
ary battle’ for
Trump, Iran’s
military chief
warns

Iran’s military leadership
is showing the same re-
solve it showed in Jan-
uary, when it compelled
U.S. President Donald
Trump to abandon his
plans for military strikes
by making it clear that any
aggression would result in
a full-blown regional war.
On Sunday, the Chief of
Staff of the Iranian Armed
Forces warned that Trump
must cease his “reckless”
threats of military action.
“The remarks of the U.S.
president—who claims to
represent a superpower—
are reckless and not befit-
ting of a president,” said
Major General Seyyed
Abdolrahim Mousavi, in
comments widely circu-
lated by Persian-language
media.

Throughout January,
Trump repeatedly sug-
gested he would attack
Iran to “help” ClA-backed
armed rioters who had
exploited legitimate eco-
nomic protests to create
several days of deadly
unrest. The U.S. Presi-
dent ultimately backed
down after Iranian offi-
cials warned him not to
assume he could carry
out a limited strike and
receive a merely calibrat-
ed response. The Leader
of the Islamic Revolu-
tion, Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei, further em-
phasized that any future
conflict would become a
“regional” one.
Analysts suggest that in
such a war, lran would
strike U.S. bases in the
region, deliberately target
American soldiers, and
close the Strait of Hormuz.
Furthermore, Iran’s allies
in Yemen, Lebanon, and
Iraq have signaled their
intent to enter the conflict
in support of Tehran.
Despite beginning nucle-
ar negotiations in early
February after scrapping
his war plans, Trump has
continued to threaten Iran
with aggression. He has
cited the aircraft carrier
currently deployed to the
Persian Gulf—and an-
other he says is on the
way—as tools that would
be used to make “bad
things” happen if Iran re-
fuses to sign a new deal.
Whether the two countries
can reach an agreement
depends largely on Wash-
ington’s  willingness to
respect Iran’s “red lines”
regarding nuclear enrich-
ment and the fact that
Tehran will not negotiate
on non-nuclear issues.
“If Trump intends to wage
war, why does he speak
of negotiations?” Gener-
al Mousavi asked in his
recent remarks. “Trump
should know that he would
be entering a cautionary
battle—the outcome of
which would ensure he no
longer engages in bluster
and saber-rattling on the
world stage.”
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Iran’s potential

March friend-
ly opponents:

Watermelon is a fruit

full of many important 5
nutrients. Many may not re-
alize, however, that is it completely
safe to eat the rind, which is the green
skin that keeps all that water-logged
delicious fruit safe.

Watermelon may be one of the most
appropriately named fruits. It's a mel-
on that's 92 percentTrusted Source
water. It's also got a healthy amount of
vitamins A and C, potassium, magne-
sium, and other important nutrients.
The most popular part of the watermel-
on is the pink flesh, but like its cousin,
the cucumber, the whole thing is edi-
ble. This includes the green scraps that
usually end up in the compost bin.
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Watermelon
Rind Benelits

Here —
are just a few
reasons why you should

consider not throwing it out.

1. It may make you better in bed

No, watermelon rind isn’t nature-pow-
ered Viagra, but some research shows
that it may help men with mild to
moderate erectile dysfunction. Its li-
bido-boosting powers come from the
amino acid citrulline, which is concen-
trated in the rind.

One studyTrusted Source showed that

= .-__\'_l-l— e

Nigeria

tak-
ing
L-citrulline
supplements
can improve erections
without many of the potential
side effects associated with Viagra.
2. It might give your workout a boost
Besides improving your performance
in bed, citrulline might improve your
next athletic performance as well.
However, most evidence for this is
anecdotal.
Citrulline promotes the dilation of
blood vessels. One studyTrusted
Source suggests that citrulline sup-
plements improve oxygen delivery to

Costa Rica and

The Football Federation of Iran is ex-
pected to officially announce Team
Melli's friendly match schedule as
preparations intensify for the 2026
FIFA World Cup.

According to speculation, the feder-
ation has been in negotiations with
the football federations of Costa Rica
and Nigeria to arrange two warm-up

Source:
By:

muscles, potentially improving exer-
cise performance.

3. It can reduce your blood pressure
If your doctor instructed you to lower
your blood pressure, try eating water-
melon — rind and all. Some research
has shown that watermelon extract
supplements are able to help obese
adults control their blood pressure.
However, citrulline supplements are
likely more effective. Most studi-
esTrusted Source suggest citrulline
supplements reduce blood pressure in
people with hypertension.

Watermelon is also a potential diuretic,
which often is prescribed for people
with high blood pressure.

4. It’s rich in fiber

matches in March.

This follows earlier announcements
suggesting Iran would face European
heavyweights Spain and Portugal in
preparation fixtures.

There were also discussions with
Senegal regarding a potential friendly,
though no final agreement has been
confirmed.

Another benefit of watermelon rind is
that it’s a rich source of fiber. A diet
high in fiber has a whole host of health
benefits, including the following:

e Fiber helps maintain regular bowel
movements and may help reduce the
risk of developing diseases of the co-
lon.

* Fiber can help lower cholesterol and
blood sugar levels.

e Foods with fiber fill you up faster,
helping achieve and maintain a healthy
weight.

Takeaway

Next time you slice into a watermelon,
consider keeping the rind. It’s a quick
and tasty way to improve your overall
health.

2026 Winter Olympic Games brought the world’s finest winter athletes to the
snow-covered stages of Italy, where dreams were tested against ice, speed,
and gravity. Among them was Samaneh Beyrami Baher, proudly represent-
ing Iran in the demanding discipline of 10km freestyle cross-country skiing.
Facing elite competitors from snow-dominant nations, Beyrami lined up at
the start with quiet determination. The course was relentless—steep climbs
that burned the lungs and long descents that demanded precision and cour-
age. Each stride she took was not just for position, but for pride. Though she
ultimately finished in 98th place with a time of 30:49.9, her performance told
a deeper story of resilience and representation. Competing on the Olympic

stage is a victory in itself, especially for athletes from countries where winter
sports are still growing.
The discipline was won by Swedish powerhouse skier, Frida Karlsson,
with 22:49.2. Her compatriot Ebba Andersson snatched the silver, clocking
23:35.8.

The bronze medal went to American skier Jessie Diggins, who crossed the
line with 23:38.9.
Beyrami is an athlete who may not have claimed a podium spot, but who
carried the spirit of perseverance and national pride through every kilometer
of snow.

[ranian negotiator says US can have a nuclear deal
with Tehran if 1t lifts sanctions

Iran is ready to consider compromises to
reach a nuclear deal with the U.S. if the
Americans are willing to discuss lifting
sanctions, a senior Iranian diplomat has
told the BBC.

U.S. officials have repeatedly claimed that
Iran, notthe U.S., is holding up progress in
this protracted negotiating process.

But in an interview with the BBC in Tehran,
Majid Takht-Ravanchi, Iran’s deputy for-
eign minister, said the ball was “in Amer-
ica’s court to prove that they want to do a
deal”, adding: “If they are sincere, I'm sure
we will be on the road to an agreement.”
The U.S. and Iran held indirect talks in the
Persian Gulf state of Oman on February 6,
and Takht-Ravanchi, who confirmed a sec-
ond round was set to take place in Geneva
on Tuesday, said they had been “more or
less in a positive direction but it is too early
to judge”. Trump has also described those
talks as positive.

The deputy foreign minister pointed to
Tehran’s offer to dilute its 60%-enriched
uranium as evidence of its willingness to
compromise.

“We are ready to discuss this and other
issues related to our program if they are
ready to talk about sanctions,” Takht-Ra-
vanchi said.

As to whether Iran would agree to ship its
stockpile of more than 400kg of highly en-
riched uranium out of Iran, as it did in the
2015 nuclear deal, Takht-Ravanchi said, “It
was too early to say what will happen in the
course of negotiations”.

Russia, which accepted 11,000kg of ura-
nium enriched to a low level as part of the
2015 multilateral accord that Trump pulled
out of three years later, has offered to ac-
cept this material again.

Other proposals previously reported in the
media include an offer from Tehran to tem-
porarily suspend nuclear enrichment.

One of Iran’s main demands has been that
talks should focus only on the nuclear file,
and Takht-Ravanchi said: “Our understand-
ing is that they have come to the conclu-

sion that if you want to have a deal you
have to focus on the nuclear issue.”

Iran has viewed Washington’s maximalist
demands for zero enrichment as an obsta-
cle to any deal.

Iran regards that as a red line, a violation of
its rights under the Nuclear Non-Prolifera-
tion Treaty (NPT).

Takht-Ravanchi said the “issue of zero en-
richment is not an issue anymore and as
far as Iran is concerned, it is not on the
table anymore”.

Iran’s negotiator also reiterated Tehran’s
refusal to discuss its ballistic missile pro-
gram with American negotiators — which
has been a key demand of Israel.

“When we were attacked by Israelis and
Americans, our missiles came to our
rescue so how can we accept depriving
ourselves of our defensive capabilities?”
Takht-Ravanchi stressed.

The senior diplomat, who is playing a key
role in the current talks as he did in the
negotiations more than a decade ago, also
expressed concern about the American
president’s conflicting messages.

“We are hearing that they are interested in
negotiations,” he said. “They have said it
publicly; they have said it in private con-
versations through Oman that they are
interested to have these matters resolved
peacefully.”

But in his latest remarks, Trump focused
again on regime change, musing: “It
seems that would be the best thing that
would happen.”

“We are not hearing that in the private
messages,” Takht-Ravanchi observed, re-
ferring to the notes being passed through
Oman’s foreign minister Sayyid Badr bin
Hamad Al-Busaidi, who is now the main
Arab mediator, with other regional powers
also playing a significant role, including
Qatar.

Takht-Ravanchi also questioned the U.S.
military build-up in the region, warning
another war would be “traumatic, bad for
everybody... everybody will suffer, par-

ticularly those who have initiated this ag-
gression”.

He added: “If we feel this is an existential
threat, we will respond accordingly.” As
to whether Iran would regard an Ameri-
can campaign as a battle for survival, he
replied: “It is not wise to even think about
such a very dangerous scenario because
the whole region will be in a mess.”

Iran has repeatedly made it clear that U.S.
military bases in the region would be re-
garded as a legitimate target.

Asked about more than 40,000 U.S. sol-
diers now being posted in the region,
Takht-Ravanchi replied, “It would be a dif-
ferent game”.

Senior Iranian officials have been engaged
in intensive discussions with their counter-
parts across the region, who have in turn
been on the phone to President

Trump about the urgency of avoiding a
war that would have far-reaching repercus-
sions.

“We see an almost unanimous agreement
in the region against war,” Takht-Ravanchi
said. Iran has repeatedly accused Israel of
trying to sabotage this negotiating track.
“We are hopeful we can do this through
diplomacy, although we cant be 100%
sure,” he reflected, adding Iran has “to be
alert so we are not surprised”. That is a
reference to Israel’s unexpected attack last
June, which triggered what is now known
as the 12-day war, just days before Iran
was preparing to meet U.S.

Envoy Steve Witkoff for a sixth round of in-
direct talks in Oman. It has left Tehran with
little trust in this process.

Iran is known to have been dismayed by
the lack of progress in last year’s talks, with
Witkoff understood to have often attended
without experts on what is a highly techni-
cal matter.

Iranian officials, including President Ma-
soud Pezeshkian, have been critical over
understandings reached in one round of-
ten being changed by the time of the next
meeting.

Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesman
says intensifying economic pressure
on the Iranian people is tantamount to
a “crime against humanity”.

Esmail Bagaei made the comments in
atweet in reaction to remarks by Nan-
cy Pelosi, the former speaker of the
U.S. House of Representatives, who
had encouraged the U.S. government
to ratchet up economic pressure on
Iran to cause pain and suffering on
the Iranian people.

He said Pelosi has asked Washing-
ton to “cripple” Iran’s economy, S0
that ordinary Iranians — even those in
rural areas- would feel “the pain and
suffering”. He added that intentional
imposition of pain and suffering on
civilians to achieve political ends is an
example of terrorism.

He underlined that only a “criminal
and arrogant mind” can reserve the
right to propose policies based on
the pain and suffering of civilians in
another country.

Bagaei described intensified U.S.
economic coercion against Iran as an
effort to bring about “regime fall” in
the Islamic Republic.

“Legally speaking, this is further ev-
idence of a deliberate & systematic
US policy of exacting pain and cru-
elty on populations it disfavors. Such
conduct amounts to ‘crime against

Pelosr’s call for harsher sanctions
ont Irantans amounts to crime agaimst
humanity

humanity,” the Foreign Ministry
spokesman wrote on X.

Pelosi’s remarks have prompted re-
actions from several commentators.
Political analyst Trita Parsi rejected
suggestions that the comments were
a “slip of the tongue,” arguing that
they reflected the longstanding logic
behind U.S. sanctions policy.

Also, journalist Aaron Maté wrote on
X that “a key target are ordinary Irani-
ans who support their government.”
Maté added, “What gives a politician
in one country the right to make ci-
vilians in another country feel ‘pain?””
Iranian officials have long denounced
U.S. sanctions as collective punish-
ment targeting civilians.

Last month, U.S. Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent acknowledged the
impact of sanctions during remarks
at the World Economic Forum in
Davos.

In November 2018, former U.S. Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo also
backed Trump’s “maximum pres-
sure” campaign against Iran after his
administration withdrew Washington
from the 2015 nuclear agreement
with Iran and reinstated sanctions
and added new ones.

Iranian officials must listen to the
U.S. “if they want their people to eat,”
Pompeo said at the time.
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